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BALTIMORE’S
OWN
Former high school teammates Darryl Morsell 
and Jalen Smith look to fuel Maryland  
basketball’s return to prominence
BY BROOKS DUBOSE | PAGE 16
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Former high school teammates Darryl Morsell and Jalen Smith 
look to fuel Maryland basketball’s return to prominence
By Brooks DuBose
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BILLICK HONORED
FORMER RAVENS HEAD COACH BRIAN BILLICK WAS INDUCTED INTO THE TEAM'S RING OF HONOR AT HALFTIME OF BALTIMORE'S GAME AGAINST THE CLEVELAND BROWNS 

SEPT. 29. BILLICK, WHO COACHED THE RAVENS FROM 1999-2007, WON 80 REGULAR-SEASON GAMES, MADE FOUR PLAYOFF APPEARANCES AND CAPTURED THE LOMBARDI 

TROPHY IN SUPER BOWL XXXV.
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y career in sports has 
brought me a lot of var-
ied bits of fulfillment. 
From starting off at Me-
morial Stadium’s Hit and 
Run Club in 1981 with an 
Orioles postgame show 
on WFBR that featured 

my then-sister-in-law, Laura, to hosting 
my own talk shows on a variety of radio 
stations through 2001, my career is always 
something I’ll be proud of. 

Starting PressBox in 2006 with a great 
batch of friends and investors has been 
the heaviest lift of my professional life. It’s 
something that has brought me a great 
level of satisfaction that is with me each 
and every day. It still gets me up every day 
and gives me a sense of purpose and direc-
tion I may not have had without all of the 
responsibility.

But if you ask me about the most fun 
piece of my professional life, it would have 
to be my position on the board of the Mary-
land State Athletic Hall of Fame. 

All the members of our team get the an-
nual privilege to nominate 14-17 athletes -- 
and even horses, too -- for induction into 
the Hall of Fame. We then debate and trim 
that list down to the four or five new in-
ductees who will be recognized at our an-
nual gala. In addition to inducting former 
athletes, each year we also select one or 
two John F. Steadman Award winners. The 
award recognizes a Maryland citizen, such 
as a media member, trainer or coach, with 
a lifetime career in sports.

The debates are lively, as board mem-
bers state the case for their nominees. So 

far, in the two full years I have been on the 
board, I have had the pleasure of present-
ing the nominations for horse racing train-
er extraordinaire William “Bill” Boniface 
and women’s soccer legend Ali Andrzejew-
ski. Boniface was inducted into the Hall of 
Fame in 2018, while Andrzejewski will fol-
low this year.

Even more exciting than the internal 
debates is getting to make that phone call 
to notify a person of his or her induction. 
To be able to impart the knowledge of such 
an honor is really almost as exciting for me 
as it is for the recipient.

You’ll note that I said almost. This 
year, we selected University of Maryland 
basketball legend Walt Williams. Since I 
know Williams a bit and since PressBox 
did a cover story on him a few years ago, 
Steve Doherty, the chairman of the board 
for the Maryland State Athletic Hall of 
Fame, asked me if I’d make the call. I told 
Doherty it would be my pleasure to notify 
Williams.

We make every effort to make sure any 
nominee will be able to attend the gala, 
because the inductees and their support-
ers make the event a very special evening. 
I asked Williams if he’d be able to come 
to the Nov. 7 dinner and the annual news 
conference to announce the inductees. Wil-
liams put me at ease with that great laugh 
he has. “Stan, anytime I go into any hall of 
fame, I am going to be there,” he told me.

This year’s induction dinner will be the 
60th in the history of the Maryland State 
Athletic Hall of Fame. There has been an 
annual induction every year since 1956 ex-
cept for 2008-2010. There also was a com-
bined two-year induction for 2006 and 2007.

Since 1956, there have been a lot of ob-
vious names like Lefty Grove, Babe Ruth, 

Jimmy Foxx and Cal Ripken Jr. (baseball), 
Joe Speca (soccer), Toots Barger (duckpin 
bowling), Carol Mann (golf) and Hasim 
Rahman (boxing), just to name just a few. 
By my count, 257 men and women have 
been inducted into the Hall of Fame. 

Additionally, the Steadman Award has 
been given to 21 people. The late Stead-
man, a longtime Baltimore sportswriter, 
was the fifth person to receive the award 
after basketball coaches Jim Phelan and 
Morgan Wootten, baseball scout Walter 
Youse and baseball executive Frank Cash-
en, who worked for the Baltimore Orioles 
and New York Mets.

In recent years, the board altered the 
rules to allow the induction of those who 
are not originally from Maryland. This 
change paved the way for the likes of John-
ny Unitas, Art Donavan, Brooks Robinson 
and Wes Unseld -- to name a few -- to join 
this esteemed group.

This year, in addition to Williams and 
Andrzejewski, the inductees include: for-
mer Towson lacrosse great Rob Shenk; 
Severna Park, Md., native, Mount Saint Jo-
seph graduate and longtime baseball star 
Mark Teixeira, and Baltimore-born ten-
nis legend Steve Krulevitz. The Steadman 
Award winners are late Johns Hopkins 
football coach Jim Margraff and longtime 
local broadcaster Tom Davis.

If you have never attended, please 
consider purchasing a ticket or two. In 
addition to supporting the Maryland 
State Athletic Hall of Fame, you’ll get to 
hobnob with this year’s inductees and 
listen to their speeches. I promise you’ll 
be moved. Tickets can be purchased in-
dividually or as a table at mdsahof.com. 
The event will be held at Martin’s West on 
Thursday, Nov. 7. •
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Why My Role With The Maryland State 
Athletic Hall Of Fame Is So Much Fun
  Stan “The Fan” Charles
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The 2019 Maryland State Athletic Hall of Fame news conference      



ot all of Nick Menendez’s friends think 
bowling is cool. Even his girlfriend will 
sometimes tease him that it’s more of 
an activity than a sport.

But during the summer, Menendez 
noticed their attitudes began to shift 
after he and four other Maryland bowl-

ers won USA Bowling’s 15-and-under national team 
championship in Allen Park, Mich., July 19. Their victory 
was televised nationally on CBS Sports Network Aug. 27.

“I was a little bit more popular,” Menendez, 15, of 
Crownsville, Md., said of how life changed after the vic-
tory. “People wanted to be around me a little bit more.”

The same could be said for Laney Wells and James 
Bennett of Huntingtown, Md., John Banfield of Oden-
ton, Md., and Nate Trentler of Phoenix, Md. They joined 
Menendez on the Chesapeake Bay Strikers, a five-
person team (four boys, one girl) of nationally-ranked 
bowlers brought together to win the national title.

“The buzz in bowling is dying. Kids aren’t going into 
bowling,” said Leo Menendez, Nick’s father and the coach 
of the Strikers. “But we are seeing just the opposite.”

At Greenway Bowl in Odenton, Md., where Nick reg-
ularly bowls, a banner hangs commemorating the Strik-
ers’ national championship. That, along with their na-
tionally televised victory, has created a curiosity about 
the sport that has led to an uptick in participation.

Two new teams have been added to the junior league 
Nick bowls in, and Leo said Greenway Bowl is as busy 
as he has ever seen it.

“Winning a national title is unique,” Leo said. “It cer-
tainly draws attention to you, where you bowl, who you 
are.”

Most of the Strikers barely knew each other when 
the team first came together in 2018. Leo assembled the 
team through phone calls and social media after seeing 
a T-shirt at one of Nick’s junior national events alerting 

him to the existence of a national team championship 
for USA Bowling.

The team settled on the name, Chesapeake Bay Strik-
ers, to let everyone know it was a Maryland team. Other 
teams at the national tournament, like the South Cen-
tral team the Strikers beat in the championship match, 
had names that merely indicated their general region.

“I had no intention of recruiting outside of [Mary-
land],” Menendez said. “I knew the kids we were re-

cruiting were very good, and I didn’t think I needed to 
go outside of the state to field a competitive team.”

In Michigan, the Strikers, champions of the North-
east Region, were one of 16 teams competing for the 
national title.

The first day of the event featured a round-robin for-
mat, and the Strikers did not fare as well as they would 
have liked, winning just seven of their 15 matches. 
But they did finish with the second-highest pin total, 
thanks in part to rolling 12 consecutive strikes, which 
gave them some degree of confidence heading into the 
elimination round.

With everyone in the venue hanging and cheering on 
every roll, Banfield produced the final three strikes of 
the 12 in a row (a Baker 300 in bowling parlance) to give 
the Strikers the surge of momentum they needed head-
ing into the final day.

“It was truly nerve-wracking,” Banfield said of hav-
ing the pressure to maintain the run squarely on his 
shoulders. “If you could see my face, I was white as a 
ghost. I was so nervous.”

Then, the Strikers came through again to win the 
title. After defeating the South Central team in the 
championship match, they were all interviewed on 
camera, prompting a flood of text messages and con-
gratulatory notes from those watching back in Mary-
land the following month.

“Bowling doesn’t get the exposure, but I will tell 
you this, as a small area, what these kids did in win-
ning this national championship, it has put us back on 
the map,” said Danny Wiseman, a former professional 
bowler from Baltimore who helps coach three members 
of the Strikers.

“Our bowling area is growing, and there is a ton of 
talent coming up. I am very proud of these kids, as are 
so many, that have had a part in the development of 
this bowling area.”

-- Greg Swatek

 FRONT ROW

Chesapeake Bay Strikers 
National Champions ... 
And Making Bowling Cool, Too
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L-R: James Bennett, Nick Menendez, John Banfield, Nate Trentler and Laney Wells
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Chesapeake Bay Strikers with  family and friends
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Five Years Later, Parkville’s 
Ray Lorden Remembers 
Florida-To-Baltimore Bike Ride

In 2000, Parkville, Md., resident Ray Lorden was training 
for the Boston Marathon when he tripped over a hole on a run. 
He tore his meniscus and needed surgery. His doctor told him 
he would never run another marathon. 

Lorden ran three more marathons, bringing his lifelong 
total to 48, but he underwent more surgeries on both knees. 
Marathons were like his job at the post office: no matter the 
conditions, he completed his rounds. He endured particularly 
memorable conditions during marathons in Ohio, Massachu-
setts and Pennsylvania.

“Columbus was raining and 33 degrees,” he said. “Cape 
Cod was tough. Harrisburg was below freezing.”  

After his knee surgeries, Lorden started riding his Fuji bike 
every day. Five years ago, he decided to bike from Florida to 
Baltimore. 

“I got the maps out and started plotting my course,” he 
said. “Then I went on Google and checked it again. I took the 
train to Orlando with my son, who lives in Florida, and spent a 
few days with him. Then I set out.”

On March 31, 2014, Lorden started his trek from Oviedo, 
Fla., to Charm City.

“It rained for three hours the first day,” Lorden said. 
Lorden, 65, grew up on Highland Avenue in Canton. He 

attended Sacred Heart of Jesus grade school and Baltimore 
Polytechnic Institute. He played soccer on Sundays in Pat-
terson Park in the late ’60s with legends like current UMBC 
men’s soccer coach Pete Caringi.

“Petey played on better teams than I did,” Lorden said. “He 
went to Calvert Hall. They always beat us at Poly.”

Lorden worked for 34 years at the post office. Soccer taught 
him how to run, and he has stayed active ever since. 

He averaged 90 miles per day on the bike during the 12-
day ride. His longest stretch on the road tallied 135 miles. The 

trick was to map the distances between towns that could be 
reached in a day.

“I stayed on Route 17 the whole way,” he said. “When the 
road stopped, I’d ask someone where to find it. I learned all 
kinds of shortcuts through neighborhoods. People were won-
derful.”

He enjoyed being alone on the bike. He likes being by 
himself with his saddlebags stocked with provisions. He kept 
three pairs of running shorts and shirts. 

“I washed them in the sink and used the blow dryer in the 
hotel room,” he said.

He’d ride for four hours in the morning and then have 
lunch. Then he’d ride until early evening. Every night he’d 
chart the next day’s journey.

“Once on the bike, I stayed focused on that day’s ride,” Lor-
den said. “I like the sense of accomplishment.”  

Before long, the flat tires started piling up. Ray didn't know 
his wife, Lisa, had planned to surprise him on the journey 
somewhere in South Carolina.

"I really missed him and wanted to surprise him," she said. 
"On the way down to meet him, he called me. He was tired of 
having flats and was ready to give up. We were on the phone 
when I surprised him in a shopping center parking lot. We 
talked about taking a break and finishing later. I brought him 
back to Baltimore and then we returned a few weeks later so 
he could finish. When I pulled away and left him there, I was 
worried. He looked so small amongst the cars."

Ray finished the journey in two parts. The first leg took 
four days and the second leg took eight.

"Lisa thinks I'm crazy," Ray said. "I'm just stubborn."
When he reached the Potomac River, he knew he couldn’t 

get across the bridge. 
“I went into a Sheetz and announced, ‘How do I cross the 

bridge?’ I quickly learned it was not possible,” Lorden said. “A 
large gentleman came up to me and told me to follow him to 
his house. He would take care of it. I asked him, ‘You would do 
that for me?’”

“What are we put on this earth for if not to help people?” 
Lorden recalled the man saying. 

Then things took a different turn.
“I followed him home and his friend joined us. I put my bike 

into the back of his truck. Then he started going on the back 
roads,” Lorden said. “I thought, ‘If he kills me, everyone in the 
Sheetz saw it.’ He took me to the other side [of the river] and 
told me if I was ever back this way that we would enjoy a meal.”

Why did Lorden make the long journey from Florida?
“I got a bug I guess,” he said. “I felt it was something that 

could be done.” 
Lorden has pulled out the maps again and started chart-

ing the course from Baltimore to Maine.
“I’m not ready to commit yet,” he said, but he’s intrigued 

by the prospect. “That would give me the entire East Coast.”

-- Dean Smith
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he Orioles may have strug-
gled to drum up home-
game crowds this season, 
but John Angelos is still 
bullish on Baltimore.

Angelos, the team’s 
executive vice president, 

shared his love for the city Sept. 26 at Visit 
Baltimore’s annual meeting, where he took 
part in a panel focused on the economic 
impact of Baltimore’s sports franchises 
and athletic events -- and assured fans the 
team is here to stay.

“We’re all in on Baltimore,” he said. “I 
grew up here, I spent every day of my life 
living in the city, so I’m incredibly partisan, 
but that doesn’t stop you from telling the 
narrative, from telling a great story.”

The Orioles and Ravens have both made 
their mark on tourism in Baltimore. Com-
bined, the two teams have drawn millions 
of people to the city; Angelos estimated the 
number is at least 90 million since Camden 
Yards made its debut in 1992.

The teams’ effect on tourism has been 
particularly pronounced because both 
have stadiums located in downtown Bal-
timore, said Ravens president Dick Cass, 
another panelist.

“It was really visionary to put these sta-

diums downtown at a time when so many 
professional sports teams are building 
stadiums outside of the city,” he said. “If 
you’re going to come to our stadium or Ori-
oles Park, you can walk to it [from hotels]. 
And that makes a big difference; I think it 
attracts other events.”

The panel, moderated by USA Today 
sports columnist Christine Brennan, 
touched on topics like ticket affordability 
and how to convince younger generations 
to become devoted sports fans.

Cass said the Ravens pair traditional 
outreach methods, like youth football clin-
ics and community appearances, with so-
cial media tactics to grow their fan base. 
The team registered 25 million article 
views, 12.5 million video views and more 
than 1 billion Twitter impressions in 2018, 
he said.

“We go to a lot of schools, we’re trying 
to build up the youth fan base, but at the 
same time we sort of give them what they 
want, which is greater access to our play-
ers and the team,” he said, “and we do that 
through digital devices, so we have devoted 
a lot of resources to building up our digital 
media team.”

“It’s always all about the players -- you 
have to try to interest the fans in the play-
ers, and we have interesting players,” he 
added. •

 SPORTS BUSINESS

Orioles, Ravens Bullish 
On Opportunities 
Presented By Baltimore
  Amanda Yeager 
  Baltimore Business Journal
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10 Questions With
Ravens Guard Marshal Yanda

k
e

n
ya

 a
ll

e
n

/p
r

e
ss

b
o

x

Marshal Yanda

By Bo Smolka

What’s a bucket-list place you’ve never been to?
Alaska

Who was your favorite sports star when you were a kid?
It would have to be Michael Jordan. I was a kid in the ’90s, and he 
was making hay, so I’d say him.

What was your favorite sports team growing up?
The Iowa Hawkeyes. We didn’t have a pro team in Iowa.

If you weren’t an NFL player, what job would you have?
That’s a tough one, but probably farming in Iowa.

On a scale from 1 (terrible) to 10 (awesome), how good of a 
cook are you?
I give myself a solid 6. I’m more of a griller, so my best smoked 
meat would be brisket.

What’s your favorite movie of all time?
Another tough one. “Shawshank Redemption.”

What do you like to do on an off day?
I spend time with my family. I don’t do much on my off days during 
the season. Offseason, it would be fishing.

What’s your favorite road city?
It would have to be Pittsburgh. They are in our division, and 
usually those are big-time games.

What TV shows are you binge-watching?
Last one we just watched was “Mindhunter” on Netflix. That was 
really good.

What’s your favorite thing about Baltimore?
The food. The restaurants, the creativity, food we never had in 
Iowa, it’s just on another level.
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Orlando
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3:05pm EST
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City FC
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Blast AT Adirondack

Bank Center
Sun., Dec. 29
2:00pm EST

Canada
MetroStars

Baltimore
Blast AT SECU ArenaSat., Dec. 7

6:05pm EST
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City FC
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Blast VS SECU ArenaSat., Dec. 14
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Florida
Tropics
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Blast AT RP Funding
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Florida
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Sonora
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San Diego
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Harrisburg
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Rochester
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Baltimore
Blast VS SECU ArenaSat., Feb. 8

6:05pm EST

Harrisburg
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Baltimore
Blast VS SECU ArenaSat., Feb. 15

6:05pm EST

Rochester
Lancers

Baltimore
Blast VS SECU ArenaSat., Feb. 29

6:05pm EST
Harrisburg
Heat

Baltimore
Blast VS SECU ArenaSat., Mar. 7

6:05pm EST

Orlando
SeaWolves

Baltimore
Blast VS SECU ArenaSun., Feb. 9

5:05pm EST

Harrisburg
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Baltimore
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Sun., Feb. 23
5:05pm EST

Milwaukee
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Baltimore
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Baltimore
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Baltimore
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San Diego
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ohn Harbaugh took one 
look at Michael Pierce 
and knew there was a 
problem.

After sitting out the 
Ravens’ optional orga-
nized team activities this 

spring, Pierce reported to the team’s man-
datory June minicamp well above his 2018 
playing weight of 340 pounds. He was so far 
above, in fact, that Harbaugh promptly told 
Pierce to leave, citing safety concerns.

It was an embarrassing start to a con-
tract year for Pierce, the defensive tackle 
who has been a reliable run-stuffer since 
beating the odds and making the Ravens as 
an undrafted rookie in 2016. 

Since that June day, Pierce has tried to 
put behind him what he now acknowledges 
was a bad mistake, and he has set about 
regaining the confidence of his teammates 
and coaches, working to return to top form 
with free agency and a potential life-chang-
ing payday awaiting him next spring.

Pierce opted against attending the vol-
untary OTA workouts, not an uncommon 
occurrence for players who are approaching 
free agency and don’t want to risk a major 
injury. Linebacker Matthew Judon did the 
same thing this spring. 

In hindsight, though, Pierce said, “I 
should have came in.”

Pierce instead focused on weight train-
ing -- reasonable for a guy who makes his 
living trying to push around 350-pound be-
hemoths -- but admits that, “I wasn’t dili-
gent in my dieting.” 

By the time he returned to training 
camp six weeks later, Pierce had shed some 
of that weight -- despite taking a previously 
scheduled trip to Italy, where he says he laid 
off the pasta and ate a lot of seafood. And 
when he returned, the affable Pierce found a 
supportive locker room that helped put the 
embarrassment behind him. 

“That’s never been indicative of my char-
acter to come in out of shape,” Pierce said 
when training camp opened. “I told them it 
won’t happen again.”

“Having everybody behind me really, 
really helped,” Pierce said recently. “Like I 
said plenty of times, I should have came in. 
But at the end of the day, I knew I wanted to 
be here for this team, and I was responsible 
to these guys to be able to play and be able 
to play well.”

Brandon Williams, who starts alongside 
Pierce and joins him as a massive run-stuff-
ing wall, said, “I had full trust in him this 
summer. I knew he was going to get back to 
where he was supposed to be.”

“He’s a big guy. We love to eat,” the 

336-pound Williams added with a chuckle.  
“He buckled down and got where he need-
ed to be. ... He knows this is his job, and he 
knows where he’s trying to get to after the 
season is over. So I just told him, ‘Hey, let’s 
go make some money.’ He said, ‘OK.’ And 
you see where he is now.”

GOES THE 
UNDRAFTED ROUTE

He’s a long way from where he was in 
2012.

That year, Pierce was ruled academically 
ineligible at Tulane -- a humiliating event 
given that his father, Michael Sr., had been 
a former Green Wave team captain. The 
younger Pierce, who was named to the Con-
ference USA All-Freshman team, decided to 
leave Tulane, transferring to Samford of the 
Football Championship Subdivision.

He was named All-Southern Conference 
as a senior in 2015, but he never heard his 
named called during the NFL Draft. 

He signed as an undrafted rookie with the 
Ravens in 2016, knowing the team’s affinity 
for undrafted players and reputation for de-
fensive excellence would give him a chance. 
His attempt to buck the odds and make the 
53-man roster came down to the wire.

“Michael Pierce ... made the team after 
the fourth game of the preseason,” current 
defensive coordinator Don “Wink” Martin-
dale said, “because he wrecked that game.”

In that 2016 preseason finale at New Or-
leans, presumably his last chance to make 
a case for a roster spot, Pierce recorded a 
strip-sack that he recovered for a touch-
down in a 23-14 Ravens win. With that, the 
Ravens had seen enough to keep him on the 
53-man roster.

Pierce rewarded them by playing in ev-
ery game as a rookie, and he and Williams 
quickly became the anchors of a stout inte-
rior defensive front. In 2017, Pierce started 
13 games and finished with a career-best 49 
tackles.

Last season, Pierce totaled 32 tackles for 
a defense that ranked No. 1 overall and No. 
4 against the run, playing about 39 percent 
of the team’s defensive snaps. On a team 
with C.J. Mosley, Terrell Suggs, Eric Weddle 
and Za’Darius Smith, among others, Pro 
Football Focus rated Pierce tops among all 
Ravens defenders.

Pierce also drew some attention last 
season for his unlikely connection to Israel, 
which grew out of an NFL outreach pro-
gram with Israel Collective, an arm of the 
organization Christians United for Israel. 
Pierce was among a group of NFL players 
who visited Israel in 2018, and the son of a 
pastor called the trip “a perspective-chang-
er for me.” 

As part of the league’s “My Cleats, My 
Cause” program last year, Pierce wore shoes 

with the Israeli flag and recognized the Is-
rael Collective. Media from as far away as 
Jerusalem took notice.

“I knew I always wanted to go over 
there,” said Pierce, who attended Shabbat 
dinners and got a crash course in Middle 
Eastern politics. “My dad’s a pastor. So 
reading through the Bible, understanding 
where significant things are, it was impor-
tant for me to get over there.”

“It was awesome,” he added. “I got to see 
where Jesus was, and it changed my per-
spective on a lot of things.”

Pierce’s 2018 season led to the first sig-
nificant raise of his career, as he received 
a second-round tender as a restricted free-
agent, worth $3.095 million. Another good 
season this year would indeed 
allow Pierce to, as Williams 

said, “make some money.”
A source said the Ravens and Pierce brief-

ly discussed an extension this past offseason 
but weren’t close on terms, so both sides will 
let this season play out, and Pierce likely will 
test the free agent market next spring.

The Ravens have already invested more 
than $50 million in Williams, so it seems un-
likely they can afford to pour a lot more re-
sources into their defensive line, especially 
given so many other roster concerns. Pierce, 
like so many others, could be a player the 
Ravens groom and then lose when the free 
agency price gets too high.

Pierce’s offseason weight issue almost 
certainly will be raised during any free agen-
cy discussions, and it will be up to him to as-
suage those concerns with consistent play 
on the field this season. 

Current Ravens, though, said that even 
when Pierce left minicamp for a summer of 
nutritionists and dieting, they had no doubt 
he would return to be a major factor up 
front for the Ravens. 

“We know who Michael Pierce is,” 
Judon said. “For the last three years, we’ve 
seen what Michael Pierce has done. ... He 
is who he is. He’s going to be there game 
in, game out. You go check the film, you’re 
going to see Michael Pierce when he’s on 

the field.” •

 RAVENS REPORT
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With Big Payday Looming, Ravens DT 
Michael Pierce Returning To Top Form
  Bo Smolka
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Our cover figures for this month’s edition of PressBox 
are among the many local basketball players who chose 
to stay home to play collegiately. 

Not only do Mount Saint Joseph alums Darryl Mor-
sell and Jalen Smith play for Maryland, they’re joined by 
walk-on Will Clark (Loyola Blakefield). UMBC’s roster 
features incoming transfer Darnell Rogers, a Baltimore 
native and the son of Lake Clifton legend Shawnta Rog-
ers. Junior Marcel Thompson (Poly) will also suit up for 
the Retrievers. At Towson, Jason Gibson, Nigel Haugh-
ton and Demetrius Mims are on the roster. Gibson and 
Haughton are freshmen from Severna Park and Bel Air, 
respectively. Mims, a Long Beach State transfer, is a red-
shirt freshman out of Poly.

On Loyola’s roster you’ll find a trio of Boys’ Latin al-
ums: sophomore Jaylin Andrews, junior Brandon Brad-
sher and freshman Cam Spencer. Sophomore Brendan 
Medley-Bacon (Archbishop Curley) plays for Calvert Hall 
alum Juan Dixon at Coppin State. Sophomore Damian 
Chong Qui (McDonogh) plays for Mount St. Mary’s, while 
the Maryland Eastern Shore roster includes junior Der-
rick Green (Lake Clifton), senior Jacob McIntosh (West-
minster) and freshman Da’Shawn Phillip (Dunbar).

But not every local basketball player chooses to stay 
local. This month, we present The 15 “Baltimore-Bred 
College Basketball Players To Watch.” The list is made of 
the most significant men's players who are playing colle-
giately outside of the state this season. 

 

UCONN SOPHOMORE BRENDAN 
ADAMS (CALVERT HALL)
The younger brother of Milwaukee Bucks guard 

Jaylen Adams (Mount Saint Joseph), Brendan Adams played 
in 31 games for the Huskies as a freshman and scored more 
than 1,500 points during his prep career. 

LSU FRESHMAN JAMES BISHOP 
(MOUNT SAINT JOSEPH)
After scoring 23.3 points per game during his senior 

season for the Gaels, Bishop will look to help fill the void left 
after Tremont Waters (who scored the winner to eliminate 
Maryland from the NCAA Tournament in March) departed 
for the NBA. 

 SOUTHERN UTAH FRESHMAN  
JOSH CORNISH (DULANEY) AND  
SENIOR DWAYNE MORGAN (ST. FRANCES)

Morgan was once a highly sought-after five-star prospect 
who chose UNLV instead of schools like Maryland and 
Georgetown. He has averaged double-digit scoring since 
transferring to the Thunderbirds in 2017 but was forced to 
redshirt again after getting hurt after just four games last 
year. Cornish was granted a redshirt season after playing in 
just three games last year. 

CHARLOTTE SENIOR DREW 
EDWARDS (CALVERT HALL)
Edwards was a four-star recruit out of high 

school, but the Calvert Hall alum averaged no more than 
3.2 points per game in any of his four seasons with Provi-
dence. He’s hoping to re-establish himself with the 49ers as 
a grad transfer. 

HOUSTON JUNIOR JUSTIN GORHAM 
(CALVERT HALL/ TOWSON TRANSFER)
Gorham, a native of Columbia, averaged 9.8 points 

per game as a sophomore for Towson in 2017 before transfer-
ring to Houston. He’ll step up in competition after sitting out 
last season. He may be best known for his buzzer-beating tip-
in to lift the Cardinals past John Carroll in the 2015 Baltimore 
Catholic League title game. 

BUFFALO FRESHMAN LAQUILL 
HARDNETT (PERRY HALL)
Hardnett was part of the “Twin Towers” that lift-

ed Perry Hall to two state titles along with Anthony Higgs, 
who transferred from Illinois to Chipola College in Florida. 
Hardnett is set to debut for the Bulls after transferring from 
Cincinnati. 

CANISIUS FRESHMAN  
ARMON HARRIED (LAKE CLIFTON)
The son of Dunbar legend Herman “Tree” Har-

ried, the first-year Golden Griffin played for his father in high 
school, helping the Lakers to a pair of state titles. He also just 
so happened to be the valedictorian of his senior class at Lake 
Clifton. 

DREXEL SENIOR KURK LEE JR.  
(ST. FRANCES)
Speaking of Baltimore basketball legacies, Lee is, of 

course, the son of the Towson legend of the same name (who 
played at both Calvert Hall and Dunbar). Entering this sea-
son, Lee is just 58 points away from 1,000 for his career with 
the Dragons. 

FLORIDA SOPHOMORE  
NOAH LOCKE (MCDONOGH)
Locke is also a Charm City basketball legacy, as his 

parents (Vanessa and Kyle) both played at Coppin State. He 
made a huge impact as a freshman, hitting 81 3-pointers and 
averaging 9.4 points per game for the perennial SEC-contend-
ing Gators. 

RUTGERS SOPHOMORE MONTEZ 
MATHIS (JOHN CARROLL)
A highly-touted four-star recruit out of high school, 

Mathis made an immediate impact in the Big Ten, averaging 
10.2 points per game in conference play as a freshman. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON FRESHMAN 
CHASE PAAR (GLENELG) AND SENIOR 
JUSTIN WILLIAMS (ANNAPOLIS AREA 

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL)
Despite losing Terry Nolan Jr. to Bradley, former Mount St. 

Mary’s coach Jamion Christian still has a few locals on the Co-
lonials’ roster. Williams came on at the end of his junior sea-
son in 2019, averaging 11.3 points during the last four games 
of the season. Paar was a three-star recruit and second-team 
Baltimore Sun All-Metro honoree last year. 

TEMPLE JUNIOR DE’VONDRE PERRY 
(POLY)
Perry has been a major part of the Owls’ rota-

tion during his first two seasons, starting 20 of their 33 
games as a sophomore. He finished with three double-dig-
it scoring games last year and made Temple’s President’s 
Honor Roll. 

KENTUCKY SOPHOMORE  
IMMANUEL QUICKLEY (JOHN CARROLL)
Thought by many to be a likely “one and done” 

after being a McDonald’s All-American in 2018, the Havre de 
Grace native averaged just 5.2 points per contest during his 
first season with the Wildcats. He returned to school with his 
eyes still very much on an NBA future but finds himself in a 
crowded backcourt. 

NORTHWESTERN SENIOR  
PAT SPENCER (BOYS’ LATIN/ 
LOYOLA LACROSSE TRANSFER)

The most fascinating of all local prospects, the older brother 
of the Greyhounds’ Cam Spencer is trying his hand at a sea-
son of basketball after one of the greatest careers in the his-
tory of college lacrosse, which included winning the Tewaara-
ton Award in 2019. He could get real minutes for the Wildcats 
in his only season of eligibility despite not playing hoops for 
four years. 

 MIAMI FRESHMAN  
ANTHONY WALKER (PERRY HALL)
Also a part of those Perry Hall state title teams, 

Walker chose the Hurricanes rather than a number of other 
schools (including Maryland) and is expected to make an im-
pact on the ACC immediately. 

OTHER LOCAL BASKETBALL PLAYERS PLAYING D-I 
MEN’S HOOPS: Arkansas-Pine Bluff junior Isaac Bassey 
(Capital Christian Academy, from Fallston); Louisiana 
Tech senior DaQuan Bracey (St. Frances); St. Francis 
(Pa.) freshman A.J. Burch (Severn); Missouri State se-
nior Keandre Cook (Edmondson); East Carolina fresh-
man Logan Curtis (Calvert Hall); North Carolina A&T 
sophomore Ed Ferguson (St. Frances); Youngstown 
State sophomore Tyler Foster (Gilman); Texas A&M 
freshman Yavuz Gultekin (John Carroll); St. Louis ju-
nior Joshua Hightower (Glenelg); High Point sopho-
more Curtis Holland III (Southern); Delaware State 
sophomore Montrell Horsey (Joppatowne) and sopho-
more Ronald Lucas (Lake Clifton); Wagner junior Nigel 
Jackson (Mount Saint Joseph); St. Bonaventure junior 
Matt Johnson (New Town); Marist junior Jordan Jones 
(Poly); St. Joseph’s junior Anthony Longpre (Glenelg); 
NC Central senior Randy Miller Jr. (Mount Saint Jo-
seph); Bucknell senior Bruce Moore (McDonogh); NJIT 
freshman Jason Murphy (St. Frances); Bradley redshirt 
junior Terry Nolan Jr. (Mount Carmel), who’s sitting out 
this year after transferring from George Washington; Co-
lumbia sophomore Ike Nweke (Georgetown Prep, from 
Woodbine), Long Island junior Eral Penn (St. Frances); 
Ohio freshman Marvin Price (Patterson); Stanford ju-
nior Kodye Pugh (Boys’ Latin), who will miss the sea-
son due to injury; New Mexico senior Trevelin Queen 
(North County); Georgetown sophomore Jaden Robin-
son (Mount Saint Joseph); Southern sophomore Jayden 
Saddler (Mt. Zion Academy, from Aberdeen); Howard 
freshman William Settle (DeMatha, from Baltimore); 
Hampton sophomore Ben Stanley (Lake Clifton); Port-
land senior Isaiah White (Centennial); William & Mary 
junior Jihar Williams (Friends), and Florida Atlantic 
junior Everett Winchester (Gilman). •

[ by glenn clark  |  pressbox is available every month on the 15th  ]
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The two Mount Saint 
Joseph High School 
teammates left the 
court arm in arm with 
tears in their eyes. 

It was early March 2017. Darryl Morsell, a senior guard, 
had just played his last basketball game for the Gaels. He 
had his arm around junior forward Jalen Smith as they 
watched Gonzaga College High School (Washington, D.C.) 
hoist the 2017 Alhambra Catholic Invitational Tournament 
championship trophy -- the trophy they were supposed to 
win.

“Winning that tournament was a goal, not just for them, 
but for our program,” Mount Saint Joseph head coach Pat 
Clatchey said. “Coming up short was a frustrating and dis-
appointing time for them.”

The Gaels had lost just three games all season behind 
Morsell and Smith’s stellar play, winning both the Balti-
more Catholic League and the Maryland Interscholastic 
Athletic Association A Conference title. But despite hold-
ing a lead entering the fourth quarter against Gonzaga, 
they collapsed late and fell, 82-70.

“It was a tough moment for us. We’d grinded the whole 
year. We won everything in Baltimore,” Morsell said. “We 
went to Alhambra with a chip on our shoulder to prove 
everybody wrong.”

It was the last time Morsell and Smith -- best friends 
since they met during Smith’s freshman year at Mount 
Saint Joseph two years before -- would share the court in 
high school. 

At the moment, neither was thinking about his future.
“Darryl went back to the locker room and I followed 

him and we just cried the whole time,” said Smith, then a 
highly-rated five-star forward, who would have one more 
season with the Gaels.

Morsell, a consensus four-star combo guard, had com-
mitted to Maryland in November 2016, the first Baltimore-
based player to do so under head coach Mark Turgeon and 
the first Mount Saint Joseph player since Dino Gregory 

(2007-2011) to play for the Terps.
“After the game, we knew that was our only chance, our 

last go-round,” Morsell said. “Little did I know we would be 
right back together.”

“This Is My Family Right Here”

Smith can recall when he and Morsell first bonded off 
the basketball court.

It was early in Smith’s freshman year at Mount Saint 
Joseph. Clatchey took his team to an overnight team 
camp in Richmond, Va. During the down hours, Smith 
and Morsell stayed up late into the night cracking jokes 
and playing music.

It was in those moments that Smith thought, “This is 
my family right here.”

Morsell, though roughly six inches shorter, is the big 
brother, giving the younger Smith someone to talk to 
about anything.

“That’s kind of the person I’ve always been. I’ve always 
tried to take younger players under my wing and just try 
to help them out,” Morsell said. “Even before [Smith] got 
to Mount Saint Joe’s, I was checking on him to make sure 
he was good. And then when he came there, our bond 
grew closer.”

Morsell says that’s just how he was brought up. His 
parents, Duane and Carolyn, raised him to care for others 
and to look out for the people he cares about. 

Tragedy brought Morsell’s family closer together. 
When Morsell was 8, his older brother, Terrell, collapsed 
on a basketball court and never regained consciousness. 
He died at a local hospital about two weeks later.

Morsell doesn’t often speak of that time but said it 
is part of the reason his family is so tight-knit. His par-
ents come to every game, home and away. His father has 
done that since Morsell’s AAU days, even flying to a high 
school tournament in Hawaii.

“Through all that stuff we kind of leaned on each other 
a lot and we got closer,” Morsell said.

Smith’s family has a similar makeup. His parents, 
Charles and Orletha, played a major role in his college 
recruitment process. The distance didn’t matter as much 
as Turgeon being the best coach for him, Smith said.

His mother preached the importance of academics in 

addition to basketball. He said he gets his seriousness 
from her. The jokes come from his father.

“It means a lot,” Smith said of the impact his parents 
have on him. “It shows that my family raised me right.”

“They come from the same background, two hard-
working parents,” former Team Melo recruiting coordina-
tor Dwayne Wise said of Morsell and Smith. Morsell played 
AAU ball for Baltimore-based Team Melo, and Wise is a 
veteran of the Baltimore hoops scene. “Both of those kids, 
they play with a chip and they play with a fire that you 
can’t teach these days. A lot of these kids don’t have that 
extra gear.”

Duane Morsell said it took time for his son and Smith 
to forge a close friendship, through grueling practices, long 
road trips and close games.

“They’re tight now,” he said. “They’ve been through a 
whole lot of stuff together.”

Now, more than five years after they bonded in that 
Richmond hotel room, Morsell describes his relationship 
with Smith as “crazy,” the type of sibling relationship that 
would have them arguing on a walk home from class and 
playing Fortnite with each other an hour later.

“He’s there for me regardless,” Morsell said.

“We Don’t Need You. We Good”

Smith committed to play at Maryland in June 2017, 
three months after the Gonzaga loss and well before the 
early signing period in November.

He flirted with a few other top programs, including an 
official visit to Villanova, but Maryland was always his top 
choice. He was from Baltimore. His father was a huge Len 
Bias fan. And of course, Morsell was there.

Smith dominated his senior season at Mount Saint Jo-
seph, averaging 23 points, 12.5 rebounds and three blocks per 
game, and was named the Baltimore Catholic League Player 
of the Year for the second year in a row. As a freshman at 
Maryland, Morsell made an immediate impact, playing in all 
32 games and leading the team in offensive rebounding.

They weren’t playing together anymore, but he and 
Smith, also known as Stix due to his lanky 6-foot-10 frame, 
kept in constant contact the entire year, Morsell said.

“He’s pretty much my big brother. I always know 
that if I have problems I can go to him and he will 

The Mount Saint Joseph 2016-17 boys' basketball team, featuring Darryl Morsell (11) and Jalen Smith (23)
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uplift me and I will uplift him,” Smith said.
Smith would text Morsell endlessly, peppering his 

former high school teammate with questions about life 
as a college freshman. What’s the university like? Are 
classes difficult? How is the college game different than 
high school?

Morsell, who never misses an opportunity to crack 
jokes, would text Smith after Terps wins. 

“I would text him, like, ‘We don’t need you. We good,’” 
Morsell said with a laugh.

“That would pull me to come here even more be-
cause it would annoy him,” Smith of the goading texts.

Smith arrived at Maryland as the jewel of Turgeon’s 
top-10-rated 2018 recruiting class. He was the No. 16 
player nationally in his class and No. 1 in the state, ac-
cording to 247Sports’ composite rankings.

Smith and Morsell started 31 of 33 games together 
last season. Both were just glad to be back on the court 
together and to see each other every day again.

“Our bond got a lot closer,” Smith said.
Morsell became the team’s lockdown defender, while 

Smith had an up-and-down season -- at times proving 
why he was given a five-star rating from some recruit-
ing sites and at others showing inconsistencies. He 
finished the year on a high note, leading the Terps in 
scoring in both of their NCAA Tournament games and 
earning a spot on the Big Ten All-Freshman team.

All-In On Morsell

During the first five years of Turgeon’s tenure at Mary-
land, the number of Baltimore-based players on his 
rosters could be counted on one hand: Nick Faust and 
Sean Mosley -- both recruited by Gary Williams -- and 
Jonathan Graham, a Penn State transfer. That’s it.

Turgeon was effective at recruiting players from the 
region more broadly -- such as Melo Trimble (Upper 
Marlboro, Md.) and Anthony Cowan Jr. (Bowie, Md.) 
-- but he seemed to fall short when it came to getting 
players from Maryland’s most populous city.

“I always felt like we could get a kid out of Baltimore. 
It was just really putting the effort in and targeting 
someone,” Turgeon said. 

In March 2017, Turgeon was in the crowd for the ACIT 
championship game at Frostburg State University. His 
son, Will, was on the victorious Gonzaga team, but he 
was also there to watch Morsell, his first true Baltimore 
recruit, whom he had signed five months prior.

“Darryl was the first one we went all-in on,” Turgeon 
said.

Smith, whom Turgeon had been targeting since 
Smith was in eighth grade, would come next.

“Stix was a highly-rated kid coming out of high 
school. He had them all coming after him and to pick 
Maryland was huge for us,” Turgeon said.

Wise, the former recruiting coordinator for Team 
Melo, called Morsell and Smith’s commitments to 
Maryland “monumental.”

“Even though Stix played with [D.C.-based AAU 
program] Team Takeover, we still wanted to see him 
and Darryl both representing the Baltimore area,” Wise 
said.

Morsell and Smith recalled Turgeon, a Kansas na-
tive, telling them about his own decision to stay home 
and play for the University of Kansas in the mid-1980s. 

Turgeon’s story resonated with them, they said. He 
told them about a massive, rabid fan base -- with many 
supporters who appreciate a local kid staying close to 
home -- cheering for players for four years and loving 
them for the rest of their lives after they graduate.

“It hit me in my heart,” Morsell said. “He talked 
about all the greats. Keith Booth, Juan Dixon decid-
ed to stay home and have a great career here. He just 
wanted me to start his pipeline of having Baltimore and 
local kids. Hopefully, we could get more Baltimore kids 
to come through down the line.”

Thankfully for Turgeon, Smith’s decision was made 
a little easier because of his friendship with Morsell.

“No question about that,” Duane Morsell said.

“I’m From Baltimore”

In early November 2016, Smith was one of the doz-
ens of friends, family, students and current and former 
coaches who packed into a room at Mount Saint Joseph 
for a news conference, during which Morsell surprised 
some by choosing to sign with Maryland over Notre 
Dame.

“I’m from Baltimore. Growing up watching Mary-
land, I always had a feel for them because they’re the 
hometown school,” Morsell said during the event.

Morsell comes from a rich tradition of basketball tal-
ent, Clatchey said. It was his versatility that made him 
attractive to college coaches.

“Maryland is high-level. ... Not every kid is going to 
be able to play at that level,” he said. “He’s a high-level 
athlete who can defend multiple positions. He can re-
bound. He can handle the ball. He can pass. And he 
came from a winning background in high school.”

When Smith announced his commitment to the 
Terps a year later, it couldn’t have been more different. 
He simply tweeted that he had committed.

Smith said everyone has a news conference or posts 
a video to announce their commitment, but “I don’t 
want to be like everybody else.”

“That’s definitely Stix,” Morsell said. “He’s not into 
the glitz and glam and all the bright lights and stuff. 
He’s just someone who wants to work and get better.”

Though Smith avoids the limelight, Clatchey and 
Turgeon both said they saw Smith’s potential at an 
early age.

“I think he’s always been an outstanding young man,” 
Clatchey said. “And from a basketball standpoint ... to 
witness and watch it and be a part of it to where he is now 
has been an impressive journey and a pleasure to watch.”

High Expectations

When the 2019-20 season begins, Morsell and Smith 
will once again be the focal point of a team with high 
expectations. It’s like high school all over again, Turgeon 
said, but this time Morsell and Smith are surrounded by 
talented, high-major players.

“At Mount Saint Joe, Darryl and Stix were clearly the 
best players on their team,” he said. “Their roles were 
significant. Here their roles are significant, but they 
have really good players around them. 

“We do need Darryl and Stix to be great for us to be 
great like Coach Clatchey did. But if they aren’t hav-
ing a good night, we can still win because of our talent 
around them.”

Turgeon credited Morsell with maturing a great deal 
throughout the past year. With Cowan as the lone senior 
leader, Morsell is relishing the opportunity to be more 
vocal.

“He’s always had leadership qualities, but he’s not 
been one to overstep his bounds,” Duane Morsell said. 
“He waits his turn to be the leader.”

Darryl Morsell calls himself an observer, watching 
how certain teammates respond to feedback. Some can 
handle “hollering,” as Morsell calls it, while others re-
spond better to a quiet word in private. 

Smith, for example, doesn’t respond to yelling.
“You can pull Stix to the side and motivate him,” 

Morsell said. “But Anthony [Cowan], you can get in his 
face and he’ll respond.”

Smith has seen Morsell grow as a leader, too. At 
times he can be the goofiest person in the room, but 
when it’s time to get serious, “he’s all about the busi-
ness,” Smith said.

“He always pushes everybody to be better,” Smith 
said. “He focuses on what he has to improve, but he will 
always hound you on what you need to improve.”

This is the next step in Morsell and Smith’s relation-
ship. From adolescent pals staying up late on road trips 
to wildly successful high school players, they’re now 
grown men, Smith said, taking advantage of their deep 
connection as they attempt to return Maryland basket-
ball to prominence. •
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he Baltimore Orioles’ bullpen was the 
best in Major League Baseball for a 
brief stretch in 2019.

From Aug. 20-Sept. 4, Orioles reliev-
ers allowed 11 earned runs in 44 innings 
for a 2.25 ERA, which ranked first in 
baseball during that time and provided 

a glimmer of hope for more effective performances in 
2020. The emergence of right-hander Hunter Harvey as a 
potential closer added to that optimism. 

Overall, the Orioles set the all-time MLB record by al-
lowing 305 home runs this season and had a league-worst 
5.59 ERA, just behind the Colorado Rockies (5.56) and 
Detroit Tigers (5.24). One of the main goals for this off-
season and Phase Two of the rebuild will be putting to-
gether a stronger bullpen. 

“Everybody knows that to be competitive in this 
league, in this division, you have to have pitching and you 
have to have guys that are able to throw strikes,” Orioles 
manager Brandon Hyde said. “You have to have bullpen 
guys be able to come in and shut the door down, hold 
leads and keep you in the game. I feel at some point we 
will get to that.”

The Orioles are going to need stronger production 
from the bullpen next season, especially if the starting 
pitchers continue to struggle. 

“In the bullpen, a guy could have a really good year 
one year and then a really bad year the next, and vice 
versa,” Hyde said. “I don’t think our pitching numbers 
lie. We are who we are right now and we’ve given up a 
million home runs. It’s just something we have to get a 
lot better at.”

Hyde expects Harvey to play a key role in the potential 
resurgence of the bullpen. Harvey made his debut Aug. 
17 and immediately became one of the team’s most effec-
tive pitchers. He appeared in seven games (6.1 innings),  
allowing just one run and three hits with 11 strikeouts 
and one walk. Harvey had a 1.42 ERA and 1.105 WHIP.

“The games that Hunter pitched, he lengthened out 
our bullpen. ... He went out one time to finish an inning 
with a strikeout, and every other time I pitched him with 
a clean inning,” Hyde said. “It allows guys to fall into 
roles when there’s guys doing their jobs.”

Overall, Harvey pitched 82 innings between the Ori-
oles’ minor-league affiliates and with the major-league 
club before being shut down Sept. 19 with biceps sore-
ness. After battling injuries for most of his young career, 
Harvey, who turns 25 in December, and the Orioles were 
encouraged he was able to stay healthy 
for much of the season. 

That should bode well for his confi-
dence heading into spring training.

“All in all, I think it’s been a good year, 
so I’m happy with it,” Harvey said. “I fi-
nally just got out of that crazy little snow-
ball I was in. I worked hard again this 
past offseason, just trying to prepare, get 

my body right, and it finally just held up.”
While Harvey could have a defined role next season, 

several other pitchers need to show more consistency. 
Potential relievers on the 40-man roster include right-

handers Miguel Castro, Mychal Givens, Evan Phillips, 
Branden Kline and Dillon Tate and lefties Richard Ble-
ier, Paul Fry and Tanner Scott. The Orioles also have 
some prospects who could evolve into key contributors 
to the bullpen, including right-handers Zach Pop, Dean 
Kremer, Michael Baumann and lefties Keegan Akin and 
Bruce Zimmermann. Pop is recovering from Tommy 
John surgery, while the other four are currently being de-
veloped as starters.  

Tate, who excelled 
in relief at Double-A 
Bowie and Triple-A 
Norfolk, could be a 
key middle reliever 
next season. Scott 
could emerge as a 
weapon against left-
handed hitters. Castro could be used as the 
set-up man for the closer, potentially Harvey.

Givens was expected to be the de facto 
closer in 2019, but he lost that job after some 
struggles. He finished the season 2-6 with 
11 saves, posting a 4.47 ERA, 1.190 WHIP, 
86 strikeouts and 26 walks.

During a four-game stretch from 
Sept. 14-21, he allowed eight runs 
(seven earned) and six hits, in-
cluding three home runs, and 
had two blown saves in 3.2 in-
nings. He recovered at the 
end of the month and threw 
2.2 scoreless innings to 
close out the year. 

Givens said he 
didn’t notice much of 
a difference physi-
cally between 
effective and 
i n e f f e c t i v e 
stretches. 

“Just go out there and just try to attack hitters and 
just try to be myself,” he said. “Being yourself and being 
confident and being able to control the count is a big con-
tributor to having success.”

Bleier was one of the Orioles’ most effective relievers 
in 2018 before a lat tear ended his season. It took some 
time for him to appear completely comfortable on the 
mound in 2019. Bleier went 3-0 with a 5.37 ERA through-
out 53 games (55.1 innings) and notched his first career 
save Aug. 2 against the Toronto Blue Jays. He also had a 
confrontation with third base coach Jose Flores during 
the Orioles’ 8-4 loss to the Washington Nationals Aug. 28. 

“I think I just let frustration kind of boil over, some 
stuff about some balls that I thought maybe ... defen-
sive positioning, I guess,” Bleier told the media after the 
game. “I probably could have done better for myself to 
keep my mouth shut, and unfortunately, I may have said 
something. You guys saw the rest.”

Though attendance at Camden Yards fell 19 percent 
from 1.6 million in 2018 to 1.3 million this year, Orioles 
general manager Mike Elias is confident the fans will 

return when he finishes the 
process of building a peren-
nial winning team.

“The people coming 
out here, they love this 
team,” Elias said. “The 
people in this city love 

this team. They know 
that this needs to be 

done. I’m confident 
that they’re going to 

come back, and 
they’re going to 

come back in a 
big way.” •

 ORIOLES REPORT

  Todd Karpovich
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Orioles Seek More Consistency 
Out Of Bullpen In 2020
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ou never need to struggle to find some-
thing weird about the Baltimore Orioles. 
That was especially true in 2019, and 
there was a lot to choose from. Here’s 
one of the weirdest: Stevie Wilkerson, 
who admitted to reporters he had “never 
played center field in [his] life before this 
season,” played almost twice as many in-

nings at that position than anyone else on the team.
The Orioles’ roster clearly was not overflowing with out-

field talent (or just talent in general), but there was some 
promise before the season. Cedric Mullins was the opening 
day center fielder, while Austin Hays waited for his chance 
as he continued his development in the minors. There was 
also hope for Trey Mancini to have a bounce-back season. 

Mancini ended up bouncing back in a major way with 
career highs in wRC+ (132) and FanGraphs WAR (3.6), 
primarily playing right field (87 games) and first base (56). 
But things didn’t go according to plan in center field for 
much of the season. Mullins couldn’t hit and was demoted 
to Triple-A in late April; Joey Rickard played himself off 
the roster as well, and Keon Broxton, acquired in May, 
could only hang around for a couple months before his bat 
made him unplayable. Even left field was a revolving door 
until Anthony Santander arrived and held down the fort 
for a while.

Mullins struggling was a major disappointment, but 
the Orioles should head into 2020 with more optimism in 
their outfield options. Much of that positivity stems from 
Hays, who joined the Orioles in September instead of re-
porting to the Arizona Fall League thanks to a rule change 
for players on the 40-man roster.

Even pessimists had to be satisfied with Hays’ exciting 
September. In 21 games and 75 plate appearances, he bat-
ted .309/.373/.574 (146 wRC+), stole two bases and made 
several highlight-reel catches (including a home run rob-
bery of a Vladimir Guerrero Jr. blast that was one of the 
season’s top defensive plays).  

Strong September performances can often be mislead-
ing, so it may be a mistake to read too much into Hays’ 
late-season numbers. But the tools and instincts on dis-
play were just as impressive. It’s hard to fake speed; Hays’ 
sprint speed ranked in the 85th percentile in the majors, 
per Statcast. The same can be said for getting good jumps 
on line drives and fly balls, or running the bases well. In 
Hays’ limited playing time, he ranked third on the Orioles 
in FanGraphs’ baserunning metric behind Jonathan Villar 
and Jace Peterson. Hays has earned an opening day gig 
and an extended look in center field. Now, he just needs to 
stay on the field and off the injured list; in 2018 and 2019, 
he struggled with ankle, thumb and hamstring ailments.

While the Hays hype train was rolling along at break-
neck speed, Santander’s was crawling to a stop. Santander 
posted a respectable 114 wRC+ from June through Au-
gust, but in September he amassed a wRC+ of just 23 in 87 
plate appearances. Some of his slump could be attributed 
to fatigue or injury (or both), as manager Brandon Hyde 
alluded to near the end of the season without providing 
specifics. Santander didn’t appear in the Orioles’ last five 
games.

Still, Santander’s ascent was a pleasant surprise, and 
his 97 wRC+ and 0.7 fWAR were third best among Orioles 
outfielders. After hitting just one home run in brief ma-

jor-league stints from 2017-2018, he hit 20 in 2019. He also 
showed more than DJ Stewart (82 wRC+) and Dwight 
Smith Jr. (83 wRC+), who are both shaky outfielders 
whose bats need to carry them. 

Barring any trades or a decision to finally move on from 
first baseman Chris Davis, the Orioles’ likely opening day 
outfield will be Santander in left field, Hays in center and 
Mancini in right. As has always been the case, Mancini is 
a better and more natural fit at first base. But with Davis 
still around and Ryan Mountcastle’s arrival approaching 
in 2020, Mancini simply may never get his shot to be the 
Orioles’ full-time first baseman. 

Meanwhile, the Orioles could face a similar dilemma 
with Mountcastle. The Orioles don’t seem to want to pi-
geonhole him into being just a first baseman and desig-
nated hitter yet, which is why he played some left field for 
the first time in his career at Triple-A in 2019. It’s unlikely 
the Orioles would keep Davis around to block Mountcas-

tle at first base if the Orioles don’t believe he can become 
a competent enough outfielder. It’s also hard to imagine 
a scenario in which Mountcastle and Mancini man the 
corner outfield spots for the Orioles while Davis plays 
first base. And yet ... it is a rather maddening scenario 
to ponder.

For now, it makes sense to focus on the positives. Man-
cini is the Orioles’ best hitter, Hays has flashed a bunch 
of tools in a small amount of time and Santander could 
blossom into a useful player. Smith and Stewart both seem 
limited, but they provide some decent outfield depth. With 
the ability to play center field, Mason Williams could also 
return as a capable fourth outfielder.

Beyond maybe-outfielder Mountcastle, outfield pros-
pect Yusniel Diaz is not far from the majors but has work 
to do. Ryan McKenna is not nearly as close and has yet to 
impress in Double-A. And while there’s no reason to give 
up on him, Mullins has his work cut out for him to get back 
to the majors. Rich Dubroff of BaltimoreBaseball.com re-
cently reported that the Orioles will be “sending Mullins 
to a private batting school in California in an attempt to 
remake him as a hitter.” It could pay dividends.

As far as Wilkerson goes, the days of the Oriole need-
ing him to play any kind of regular role in the outfield are 
probably over. The Orioles are far from set in the outfield, 
though things are looking up. But never say never ... •

Weighted runs created plus (wRC+) is an offensive met-
ric in which 100 is the league average and ev-

ery point above 100 is a percentage 
point above league average.
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Orioles Should Offer 
Intriguing Outfield Mix In 2020
  Matt Kremnitzer
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itting the pause button during baseball’s 
playoffs allows a perfect chance to take a 
look back at the 2019 season -- and also 
ahead to the deluge of award announce-
ments that will start within days of the 
conclusion of the World Series.

And as always seems to have been the 
case in recent years, we need a disclaim-

er -- especially when it comes to the American League’s 
MVP award -- that best does not always translate to most 
valuable. It’s kind of known as the Mike Trout rule, or at 
least it should be.

If the Angels’ gifted center fielder isn’t the best player 
in the game, he is unquestionably among the top three or 
four. As such, his track record in MVP voting is unmatched 
in baseball history. He has finished first (2014 and 2016) or 
second (2012, 2013, 2015 and 2018) in six of the previous seven 
years -- and somehow dropped all the way to fourth in 2017.

Since the Angels have been a non-factor in postsea-
son play in six of his seven years, Trout’s success in the 
American League balloting for what arguably is baseball’s 
most prestigious award can solely be attributed to his per-
sonal numbers, which makes him the poster boy for those 
who rely on Wins Above Replacement. By most prelimi-
nary counts (they usually start sometime around Father’s 
Day), Trout, 28, seemed a runaway choice to win the award 
for a third time this year.

But that’s not going to happen this time around, or at 
least it shouldn’t -- one reason being the WAR numbers 
don’t provide a significant edge this time around, thanks 
at least in part to a late-season injury that kept Trout out 
of the lineup for most of the last month of the season. The 
other reason, and perhaps the most significant, is the An-
gels’ continued poor play, which resulted in a fourth-place 
finish in the five-team AL West.

It would seem the only chance of Trout winning the 
MVP this year would be if the vote is split. The Astros could 
have as many as eight players involved in the 1-through-10 
voting process, while the unheralded Athletics and the un-
inspiring Red Sox each have at least three players who will 
draw some attention.

From a personal standpoint, I’ve always felt the team’s 
success should play a prominent role in MVP voting. The 
best player on the best team generally gets more attention 
than the best player on a non-contender. Some will argue 
that’s not fair to a player like Trout and that oftentimes a 
team is so good that no one player could be considered the 
most valuable. 

I wouldn’t disagree with either argument -- and a per-
fect example would be picking an MVP this year from the 
Yankees, who conceivably might not place a player in the 
top 10, while the Astros have so many candidates an argu-
ment could be made they could have won without any one 
of them.

The fact that two of the Astros’ candidates are pitch-
ers (Justin Verlander and Gerrit Cole) who will completely 
dominate the Cy Young Award voting further complicates 
the matter.

My gut feeling is Houston’s Alex Bregman (whose WAR, 
by the way, is slightly higher than Trout’s this year, accord-
ing to Baseball Reference) will win the AL MVP. I would 
have a hard time arguing against Bregman, who split time 
between third base and shortstop, but if I had a vote, my 
dark horse candidate would be Oakland shortstop Marcus 
Semien, who almost anonymously had a monster season

I’d also have to find a place for Boston’s Mookie Betts in 
the top five, despite his team’s nosedive. Minnesota’s Jorge 
Polanco, the Yankees’ DJ LeMahieu, Cleveland’s Francis-
co Lindor, Boston’s Rafael Devers and Xander Bogaerts, 
Houston’s George Springer, and Oakland’s corner combi-
nation of Matts, Olson and Chapman, are all are worthy of 
discussion. 

And of course, Trout’s value, inept though his team 
might be, puts him in the top five, but not any higher on 
this mythical ballot.

As for that Cy Young Award, if ever there was a case 
for co-winners, as happened in 1969 with the Orioles’ Mike 
Cuellar and Detroit’s Denny McLain, this would seem to 
be the year. Verlander has one more win and loss (21-6), 
a slightly lower winning percentage, ERA and WHIP than 
Cole along with fewer strikeouts and more innings. He also 
pitched a no-hitter and posted a 7.8 WAR, 1.0 better than 
Cole -- and that will probably be the difference-maker, 
though you really have to be splitting analytics here.

The fact that it’s hard to even find a player from Tam-
pa Bay in the discussion makes it a no-brainer for the 
Rays’ Kevin Cash as the Manager of the Year, an award 
that annually includes Oakland’s Bob Melvin in the dis-
cussion, and this year also includes Minnesota’s Rocco 
Baldelli.

Astros slugger Yordan Alvarez put up scary numbers 
(27 home runs, 78 RBIs, .313 average) in only 87 games and 
looks to be an easy choice for AL Rookie of the Year, but 
the trio of Vladimir Guerrero, Jr., Bo Bichette and Cavan 
Biggio clearly makes the Toronto Blue Jays winner of the 
team award.

As for the National League, the lack of exposure pre-
cludes long-term discussion, but certainly not opinions, so 
here’s the take from this vantage point:
MVP -- In this instance, it’s hard to make a strong case 
against the best player on the best team, and the Dodgers’ 
Cody Bellinger has the pedigree -- and a 9.0 WAR -- but you 
could make a strong argument for the Nationals’ Anthony 
Rendon, so I will.
Cy Young Award -- Jacob deGrom won this award last 
year even though his team had a very mediocre record in 
the games he started. Chances are he’s going to win again 
-- mainly because of his league-leading 255 strikeouts and 
204 innings. But somewhere along the line they have to re-
alize the reason they keep score is to track wins and losses 
-- and either Hyun-Jin Ryu or Mike Soroka deserve some 
love here.
Rookie of the Year -- This is the easiest pick of the bunch. 
Mets first baseman Pete Alonso would be in the MVP dis-
cussion if his team ever got of its roller skates.
Manager of the Year -- Their analytics department might 
disagree, but doesn’t Dave Roberts deserve some credit 
for not screwing it up with the Dodgers?

Most Innovative Fan Friendly Award (OK, I made this 
one up) -- Kristen Hudak, who heads up the Orioles’ base-
ball public relations department, gets major league kudos 
for her idea of having every O’s player, plus manager Bran-
don Hyde and general manager Mike Elias, write personal, 
handwritten notes thanking season-plan holders for their 
support (and presumably, their patience).

Recipients of the notes were randomly selected from a 
list provided by the team’s ticketing/fan services depart-
ment. The notes reportedly were very well thought out 
(more kudos to those who did the writing) and well re-
ceived.

The gesture reminded me of another cool idea, this one 
introduced the final weekend in 1991, as the Orioles cel-
ebrated the closing of venerable Memorial Stadium. It was 
Evelyn Ehlers, grand-daughter of the Orioles’ first GM, 
Art Ehlers, who came up with the idea of having players 
greet fans as they came through the gates -- a practice that 
became something of a tradition. •

Jim Henneman can be reached at 
JimH@pressboxonline.com
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Mike Trout, American 
League MVP? Not So Fast
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ardly a news conference went by during 
Maryland men's basketball’s 2018-19 sea-
son without head coach Mark Turgeon 
reminding reporters how young his team 
was. The Terps’ eight-man rotation last 
season included five freshmen, two soph-
omores and a junior. That inexperience 

translated to inconsistency.
But Maryland still enjoyed a productive campaign. 

The Terps went 23-11 overall and 13-7 in the Big Ten. They 
climbed as high as No. 13 in the polls after starting the sea-
son unranked. They beat a ranked team on the road for 
the first time since 2008. They returned to the NCAA Tour-
nament and came within seconds of reaching the Sweet 16.

And with almost the entire core coming back, this is the 
season when it’s all supposed to come together.

The hype started seemingly before last year even end-
ed. When every outlet across the country released its way-
too-early rankings, Maryland was a fixture in the top 10, 
and that should translate to the official preseason polls. 
The Terps were picked to finish second in the Big Ten by 
league media, behind only Michigan State, which might 
just be the most complete team in the country.

“If we didn’t think we were good and we were picked 
second we’d be worried, but we think we have a good 
team,” Turgeon said at Big Ten media day Oct. 2. “Now 
we’ll see what happens -- you’ve got to play the games -- 

but we think we have a talented team that’s embracing the 
situation and looking forward to everything that comes 
with it.”
The Terps did lose first-team All-Big Ten center Bruno 
Fernando to the NBA after two seasons, but guard Antho-
ny Cowan Jr., who tested the draft waters himself, is back 
for his senior year. Cowan has been inconsistent through-
out his career, but his ceiling has him on the preseason 
all-conference team, and he’ll climb up program all-time 
lists all winter.

“[There were] just a lot of different things I need to 
change up -- well, not necessarily things I need to change 
up, but just get better at,” Cowan said of his decision to 
return. “Obviously one of the biggest reasons I came back 
was just the team that I’m coming back to. I think the sky 
is the limit for this team, and I’m excited to get things go-
ing.”

Sophomore forward Jalen Smith joined Cowan as an 
All-Big Ten preseason honoree. Smith averaged 11.7 points 
and 6.8 rebounds per game last season and came into his 
own down the stretch, shining in particular during the 
NCAA Tournament. After declining to enter the draft, 
Smith, listed at 6-foot-10 and 215 pounds, is back with a 
more well-rounded game and even more added muscle.

“We don’t call him ‘Stix’ anymore, we call him ‘Logs’ be-
cause he’s gotten so much bigger. Hell, he never has his 
shirt on anymore, he’s always trying to show his upper 
body off,” Turgeon said. “But ‘Stix’ -- ‘Logs’ -- has really 
worked hard to expand his game. He’s become a much 
better perimeter defender. We’ve worked on everything, 
worked on his low post.

“He had a terrific freshman year. I think with Jalen we 
just want more consistency and that’s what he wants, too, 
and he should be able to do that for us this year.”

When asked who’s made the biggest leap this offseason, 
Turgeon points to sophomore wing Aaron Wiggins, who 
nailed 41.3 percent of his 3-pointers last season. Sopho-
more Eric Ayala was a solid facilitator in 2018-19, while ju-
nior Darryl Morsell added flashes of scoring prowess to his 
consistent defense. Guard Serrel Smith Jr. and forward 
Ricky Lindo emerged as key rotation players off the bench 
last season and will be leaned on even more as sopho-
mores.

Then there’s the five-man freshman class, which brings 
plenty of potential but won’t be relied on as heavily as the 
2018 recruits were as freshmen. Forward/center Makhi 
Mitchell and swingman Donta Scott could be immediate 
impact players -- Mitchell might even start -- while Makhel 
Mitchell (Makhi’s twin brother) and sharpshooter Hakim 
Hart have a chance to carve out roles as well.

Among the newcomers, the wild card is 7-foot-2 center 
Chol Marial, formerly one of the top prospects in the coun-
try. Injuries have hindered Marial for years, and he’ll miss 
the first part of this season after undergoing surgery to re-
pair stress fractures in both legs. Maryland knew his injury 
history when recruiting him and can likely manage with-
out him. If he’s healthy, though, the Terps’ ceiling might 
be one level higher.

While Maryland won’t have the 6-foot-10, 250-pound 
Fernando in the middle, this team might be more physi-
cally imposing across the board than last year’s squad. 
Smith and Lindo have each added 30-plus pounds of 
muscle since last summer, Turgeon said, and Ayala has 
“totally changed his body” as well. Scott and the Mitchell 
twins should have the frames to compete physically in a 
challenging Big Ten.

“We added some toughness to our team,” Turgeon 
said. “Last year was amazing, what our group did with 
five freshmen in the top eight. We weren’t very physical, 
but we figured out how to win just enough games to make 
the tournament and win a game. But this year our sopho-

mores are bigger and our incoming freshmen are strong 
and athletic.”

It’s a well-rounded roster on paper. But basketball 
games are played on hardwood. And until the results 
come, it’s always fair to be skeptical.

This is Turgeon’s ninth season at Maryland. In his 
first eight, Maryland made four NCAA Tournaments. The 
Terps missed in his first three seasons, then made straight 
three dances, fell short in 2018 and returned last season. 
The Terps have reached the second weekend just once, 
a Sweet 16 appearance in 2016. Perhaps more troubling, 
they’ve gone one-and-done in three straight Big Ten tour-
naments. It’s probably too extreme to call this a make-or-
break year for Turgeon, whose contract runs through 2023. 
If he can’t deliver something fans haven’t seen from him, 
though, it’ll be a tense offseason.

Still, this team has several things working in its favor. 
Turgeon has the option to go at least nine or 10 players 
deep every night, something he simply hasn’t been able to 
do during his time at Maryland. It’s also the first time he’s 
had a core of players stick together for multiple seasons, 
providing the continuity that allows talented teams to be-
come complete. And the team chemistry that was on dis-
play last season doesn’t seem to be going anywhere.

“Our guys only know one way and that’s to work hard,” 
Turgeon said. “Our culture is terrific right now. Our guys 
are in the gym early, in the gym late, in the gym with me 
during the day. They’re embracing it. We’re all embracing 
it. We want more, and we want to be great.”

Greatness won’t come right away. Maryland has plenty 
of hurdles to overcome between now and March, from a 
Thanksgiving weekend tournament in Orlando, Fla., to a 
road trip to Seton Hall to a 20-game Big Ten slate featur-
ing two matchups with the league-favorite Spartans. But 
if the stars align, Maryland just might be in Atlanta, the 
site of the program’s lone national championship, for the 
2020 Final Four.

“[Making the Final Four is] most definitely a goal of 
ours, but our main focus is just to get better every day,” 
Morsell said. “We’re focused on [ourselves] as a team and 
we’re locked in, just improving every day and getting pre-
pared for the season.” •

Maryland Men’s Basketball Enters 
Season With High Expectations
 Thomas Kendziora
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aryland women’s basketball’s 2018-19 
season had just ended on the Terrapins’ 
home Xfinity Center floor.

Near the conclusion of the postgame 
news conference, guard Kaila Charles 
was asked what she would work to im-
prove during the long offseason. 

“Everything,” the Terrapins’ most talented player re-
plied after her team’s 85-80 loss to UCLA in the second 
round of the NCAA Tournament.

The ultra-competitive Charles, a consensus All-
America performer, is primed for her best season on 
what should be Maryland’s best team in recent years. 
And that’s saying something -- on both counts.

The 6-foot-1 senior is one of five returning starters 
back from last year’s 29-5 team. A consensus top-five re-
cruiting class comes aboard, too, and suddenly there’s a 
window of opportunity for a program that always seems 
to be in contention to ease back to the very top.

“I don’t think our expectations ever change, but I do 
think this year may be compared to a couple in the last 
few years, we have all the pieces,” said head coach Bren-
da Frese, who can look up in the Xfinity rafters and see 
the two Final Four banners and one national champion-
ship banner placed there by her teams during her first 
17 years on the job.

Asked if she thought this young team -- seven of the 
12 eligible players are freshmen or sophomores -- has 
the talent to return to the Final Four for the first time 
since 2015, Frese simply said, “We do.”

It starts with Charles, a unanimous first-team All-
Big Ten selection as a junior, when she averaged 17.0 
points, 6.7 rebounds and shot 48.6 percent from the field 
and 80.5 percent from the free-throw line, numbers that 
all ranked among conference leaders.

“She’s a senior, the captain for us, a Maryland girl, 
she just represents everything we stand for,” Frese said. 
“She knows what we expect and really competes at the 
highest level. We go where she goes.”

The irony is Charles, a Glenn Dale, Md., native and 
Riverdale Baptist graduate, didn’t always want to be a 
Terrapin.

“I didn’t want to stay at home,” Charles said. “I want-
ed a different experience because I had been in 

Maryland my whole life.”
But Frese wasn’t about to lose a top player from her 

backyard to any of the array of national programs woo-
ing Charles. 

“We just hung around and hung around and hung 
around,” Frese laughed. “She saw us enough, I think, as 
she went through the recruiting process. She had to do 
due diligence to make sure she had no regrets. I think 
she saw that she didn’t have to go far from home to get 
everything she was looking for.”

The introspective Charles came to her decision. 
“My coach is great and my teammates are caring and 

competitive,” Charles said. “That’s what I was looking 
for. And it just so happened to be 15 minutes from home. 
It has been the best of both worlds. I can be challenged 
and be on my own, but I can also just go home and be a 
baby with my family.”

In College Park, Md., though, Charles has to be big 
sister to a lot of younger players.

“[Leading] isn’t a burden for Kaila because she 
has had to lead as a young player for us,” Frese said. 
“I think she has naturally evolved into that. Now it’s 
seamless.”

With Charles, Stephanie Jones (an honorable men-
tion All-Big Ten choice), Blair Watson and sharpshooter 
Sara Vujacic, Frese has a reliable senior class to carry 
the leadership load during the 2019-20 season, which 
tips off Oct. 25 with a 6 p.m. exhibition against Cali-
fornia of Pennsylvania. The regular season begins Nov. 
5 against Wagner with an 11 a.m. start, and the early-
season highlight is a Nov. 10 home tilt against powerful 
South Carolina at 3 p.m.

Jones, emerging from the shadow of her older sister, 
former All-American Brionna, has long done the little 
things to make Maryland better. Watson, who last year 
was battling back from a knee injury suffered during the 
2017-18 season, could finally regain her pre-injury form 
and be a real ‘X’ factor with her experience, clutch pe-
rimeter shooting and feel for the game.

The seniors also have proven players around them. 
Sophomore guard Taylor Mikesell, who toured with 
Team USA to the Pan American Games in Peru, keeps 
adding to her game. She hit more 3-pointers (95) in a 
single season than any Terrapin, male or female, ever, 
and was Big Ten Freshman of the Year. The addition 

of some potent point guards should take her off the 

ball and allow her to focus on other parts of her matur-
ing game.

The 6-foot-5 Shakira Austin was an honorable men-
tion All-Big Ten pick and made the All-Defensive and 
All-Freshman squads. She could be the team’s most im-
proved player, and that doesn’t bode well for the rest of 
the Big Ten. 

“Shakira has gotten a lot stronger,” Frese said. “The 
first thing is she doesn’t look like a freshman anymore. 
She has spent a lot of time in the weight room and work-
ing in the offseason. That was probably the biggest piece 
for her.”

Austin is one of several tall Terrapins, a group that 
also includes center Olivia Owens (6-foot-4) and Jones 
(6-foot-2). That size should pair well with the Terps’ 
backcourt, which was bolstered by the additions of fresh-
men Diamond Miller, Ashley Owusu and Zoe Young.

“Our size, this is one of the biggest teams we’ve had 
in a long time,” Frese said. “So that is going to lend to 
a lot of things for us with our defense and our rebound-
ing. We like to defend, rebound and run. Our size and 
speed, and the improvement in the backcourt with Dia-
mond, Ashley and Zoe, we’ve got guards that can really 
get downhill.”

Miller is a coveted 6-foot-3 wing piece that will play 
a lot of positions off the bench. Owusu is a 6-foot point 
guard and one of the top incoming freshmen in the na-
tion. Young is a 5-foot-10 “prototype point guard,” ac-
cording to Frese. They’ll battle for playing time with 
junior Channise Lewis, who led the Big Ten in assist-to-
turnover ratio (2.8) and was second in assists (5.4) last 
year. Lewis was slowed this summer by shin splints. The 
Terps’ roster should offer Frese plenty of depth to pick 
from, even with 6-foot-3 Tennessee transfer Mimi Collins 
sitting out.

Freshman Faith Masonius, a 6-foot-1 forward and 
coach’s daughter, has made a big impression, too. Her 
mother, Ellen, is the director of the New Jersey Belles 
youth basketball program.

“Faith probably has the highest basketball IQ of any 
kid that has come in here, and she has shown that early,” 
Frese said. •

Kaila Charles To Lead The Way 
For Maryland Women’s Basketball
 Mike Ashley
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resh off the biggest upset in NCAA Tour-
nament history, UMBC men’s basketball 
put together a worthy follow-up act dur-
ing the 2018-19 season. The Retrievers 
went 21-13 overall, 11-5 in the America 
East and made it to the conference title 
game, losing to Vermont.

How did UMBC do it despite losing guards Jairus Lyles, 
K.J. Maura and Jourdan Grant, all of whom were vital to 
the Retrievers’ Cinderella story in March 2018? Defense. 
UMBC allowed just 64 points per game, second best in the 
nine-team America East, and the Retrievers’ defensive ef-
ficiency was third in the league, according to kenpom.com, 
a college hoops analytics site.

That made up for the team’s struggles on the offensive 
end. The Retrievers played at a methodical pace, were 
eighth in the conference in 3-point percentage (32.3 per-
cent) and struggled to find interior scoring. But this year, 
the Retrievers are seeking more balance as they look to get 
back to the NCAA Tournament. How will they find more 
offense?

“Speed up the pace, pretty much,” senior guard K.J. 
Jackson said. “Just play a little bit faster, get up and down 
the court. Shoot better. Get opportunities, take better 
shots and get guys open, share the ball well and just get 
guys open and just play a little bit faster.”

If the Retrievers are to play faster, the effort will be led 
by Jackson (12.8 points per game last year), sophomore 
guard R.J. Eytle-Rock (5.1) and junior transfer guard Dar-
nell Rogers, a Baltimore native and the son of Lake Clifton 
legend Shawnta Rogers.

Head coach Ryan Odom expects Darnell Rogers, who 
averaged 14 points at New Mexico Junior College last year, 
to be a “game-changer for us in a lot of ways.” The 5-foot-

2, 150-pound Rogers was drawn to UMBC because of his 
relationship with Odom -- he’s known Odom since middle 
school -- and Odom’s past success with undersized guards 
like Maura.

“This guy’s tough. He’s strong, he’s hard to get around,” 
Odom said of Rogers. “Guys aren’t used to playing against 
a guy like him. He’s a unique player. He shoots the ball 
very well and he’s a competitor. I think he’s going to bring 
that speed that we need, the changeup, a little bit faster 
with the ball and has played the point his whole life, has 
played with high-level players. We feel very fortunate to 
have him here with us.”

UMBC marks Rogers’ third college in as many years; 
he began his college career at Florida Gulf Coast in 2017-18. 
Rogers spent every summer in Baltimore until he was 8 or 
9 years old while his father played professional basketball 
overseas; he then moved to Charlotte, N.C., later meeting 
Odom while shooting around at UNC Charlotte. Now, he’s 
back home and ready to contribute for the Retrievers.

“We kind of want to play up-tempo this year, so just 
playing fast and defending, really,” Rogers said of how he 
fits in. “Taking good shots, also -- getting my teammates 
involved, makzing the right plays at all times.”

The backcourt of Jackson, Eytle-Rock and Rogers may 
also include sophomore L.J. Owens, who transferred from 
William & Mary in May. He’s seeking a waiver to play this 
year rather than sit out. Owens averaged 6.9 points per 
game last year for the Tribe.

Forwards Arkel Lamar (9.3) and Brandon Horvath 
(9.1) are expected to take on big roles as the Retrievers 
try to mitigate the graduation of forward Joe Sherburne, 
the team’s leading scorer a year ago and one of the best 
players in program history. Junior center Daniel Akin, who 
played just seven games last year due to a torn meniscus, 
is healthy and ready for the season, according to Odom, 
who also said senior center Max Curran’s status is unclear 
due to a broken pinky suffered during the summer.

Odom added junior forward Dimitrije Spasojevic, a 
transfer from East Carolina, to the frontcourt during the 
offseason. Spasojevic, a native of Serbia, averaged 4.9 
points for the Pirates the past two seasons. Odom de-
scribed Spasojevic as a back-to-the-basket scorer.

Now, the challenge for Odom and his team is to find the 
balance they seek.

“The focus for us is not giving an inch on defense, get-
ting better on defense -- because it wasn’t like we were 
perfect -- and then moving the needle offensively as well 
and just trying to get a little bit better there,” Odom said. 
“Certainly recruiting helps with that, player development 
helps with that and just their overall cohesiveness, chem-
istry, time spent in the gym together. I think all of those 
things are really, really important.”

COPPIN STATE 
(2018-19 RECORD: 8-25 OVERALL;  
7-9 MID-EASTERN ATHLETIC CONFERENCE)

In Juan Dixon’s third season as head coach, Coppin 
State will have to overcome the loss of numerous key 
contributors, including guard Lamar Morgan (11.3 points 
per game) and forward Chad Andrews-Fulton (7.6). The 
Eagles return top scorer Dejuan Clayton, a redshirt junior 
out of Bowie, Md., who averaged 14.5 points and 3.8 assists 
last year. 

A trio of sophomores -- wing Nigel Marshall, guard 
Ibn Williams and center Brendan Medley-Bacon -- will be 
asked to step up. Medley-Bacon is a 7-footer out of Arch-
bishop Curley, while Marshall and Williams are New Jersey 
natives who played their senior season of high school ball 
at Bishop McNamara (Md.). 

LOYOLA 
(2018-19 RECORD: 11-21 OVERALL;  
7-11 PATRIOT LEAGUE)

No local player scored a breakthrough season last 
year quite like Andrew Kostecka, who developed into 
a first-team All-Patriot League performer in new head 
coach Tavaras Hardy’s Princeton-style offense. Kostec-
ka -- an athletic, do-it-all, 6-foot-4 wing -- averaged 21.3 
points, 4.8 rebounds and 2.4 assists last year, and Har-
dy thinks there’s even more in the tank for his senior 
season.

“A lot of the things we asked Andrew to do last year, 
he’s never been asked to do before and he was able to 
thrive in a lot of those instances,” Hardy said. “... There 
are a lot of areas for him to improve in terms of just see-
ing the game, making decisions, being able to not only 
help himself but help other people. He’s an unselfish kid, 
so I know he’ll be able to take that next step with that 
this year.”

Sophomore guard and Boys’ Latin graduate Jaylin An-
drews (6.6 points) also returns after a Patriot League all-
rookie team campaign. Hardy is excited about the quartet 
of freshmen he brought in: Spanish forwards Golden Dike 
and Santi Aldama and guards Garren Davis and Cam 
Spencer, the brother of former Loyola lacrosse star Pat 
Spencer.

“We’re excited about all four guys,” Hardy said. “I think 
we really hit four home runs in terms of their abilities and 
what they’re capable of and also fit and need for what we 
want to do.”

MORGAN STATE 
(2018-19 RECORD: 9-21 OVERALL;  
4-12 MID-EASTERN ATHLETIC CONFERENCE)

Todd Bozeman won 195 games as the Bears’ head coach 
from 2006-2019, but his contract wasn’t renewed after the 
2018-19 season, which marked Morgan’s sixth straight los-
ing season. Morgan hired Kevin Broadus in May.

2019-20 Men’s Basketball Preview:
UMBC Looks To Play Faster, Find Balance
 Luke Jackson
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Broadus was the head coach at Binghamton from 2007-

2009, but despite on-court success he resigned after an 
NCAA investigation revealed recruiting violations. After 
that, he worked under John Thompson III at Georgetown 
from 2011-2017 and under Mark Turgeon at Maryland from 
2017-2019.

“I’ve learned the process. You’ve got to be patient with 
it. Not every day is going to be an exceptional day,” Broa-
dus said. “Like I always tell our guys, ‘You can have a bad 
day, but you can’t have a bad effort day.’ That’s the thing 
that we’re trying to get through, and I’ve learned, especial-
ly over the last few years, you may not go out every day and 
have a good day. But you’ve got to have a good effort day.”

The Bears’ top returners include senior guard Stan-
ley Davis (12.5 points, 7.1 rebounds last year) and sopho-
more guards Sherwyn Devonish (10.7 points) and Isaiah 
Burke (9.3)

“I think he’s going to have a breakout year on the of-
fensive side and he’s a special defender,” Broadus said of 
Davis. “He’s a really, really good defender. I think he’ll have 
a breakout year on the defensive side as well.”

MOUNT ST. MARY’S 
(2018-19 RECORD: 9-22 OVERALL; 
6-12 NORTHEAST CONFERENCE)

Dan Engelstad took over as head coach last year af-
ter Jamion Christian, who had a successful tenure at The 
Mount from 2012-2018, moved on to Siena. The Mountain-
eers struggled in Engelstad’s first year at the helm, but 
every player on the roster last season was a freshman or 
sophomore.

This year, the Mountaineers should reap the benefits 
of the experience they gained a season ago. Sophomore 
guard Vado Morse, a graduate of Bullis School (Md.), was 
named the Northeast Conference Rookie of the Year af-
ter averaging 14.7 points, 2.9 assists and 2.6 rebounds in 
2018-19. He should once again lead the way for Mount St. 
Mary’s.

NAVY 
(2018-19 RECORD: 12-19 OVERALL;  
8-10 PATRIOT LEAGUE)

As Ed DeChellis enters his ninth year as Navy’s head 
coach, he must replace the production of forward George 
Kiernan (12.4 points per game last year) and guard Hasan 

Abdullah (10.1), both of whom have graduated. Senior cen-
ter Evan Wieck (8.8), junior guard Cam Davis (9.8) and 
sophomore guard John Carter Jr. (8.4) will all be expected 
to shoulder a heavier burden this year.

The last time Navy made the NCAA Tournament was 
1997-98.

TOWSON 
(2018-19 RECORD: 10-22 OVERALL;  
6-12 COLONIAL ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION)

Towson put together three straight winning seasons 
from 2015-2018, but head coach Pat Skerry was hit with the 
departure of several top contributors following the 2017-18 
season. The 2018-19 season turned out to be a rebuilding 
year with some frustration sprinkled in; the Tigers lost 
nine games by six points or fewer.

“It starts with me. I couldn’t get us over the hump in 
close games,” Skerry said. “I thought our guys got bet-
ter. I thought we were banged up a lot during the year. I 
thought we found a way to hang in games, but we couldn’t 
win close games. ... We had a year that we hadn’t experi-
enced in awhile.”

Skerry, however, struck gold with junior college 
transfer Brian Fobbs (17.5 points per game, 5.9 rebounds 
last year), who is entering his senior season. Skerry said 
Fobbs, listed at 6-foot-5 and 210 pounds, focused on 
improving his diet and body during the offseason and 
should be even better this year in leading the way for 
the Tigers.

“He looks like he could play for the Ravens on Sunday,” 
Skerry said. “He’s really committed to eating right. His 
ball-handling and passing has gotten a lot better.”

Skerry will also lean on returning seniors Tobias 
Howard (10.2 points), Nakye Sanders (8.3 points) and 
Dennis Tunstall (7.7 rebounds). University of San Diego 
transfer forward Juwan Gray will be eligible to play after 
sitting out last year. •
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here’s no hiding it for Diane Richardson 
and the Towson women’s basketball team 
heading into the 2019-20 season: there is 
going to be a target on the Tigers’ back.

Winning the Colonial Athletic Asso-
ciation championship and going to the 
NCAA Tournament for the first time in 

program history will do a lot of things for a team. It creates 
a buzz and high expectations entering the next season.

But it also means the Tigers (20-13 overall, 11-7 in the 
CAA last year) are going to get the best out of all their 
opponents, no matter who they are and what they’re pre-
dicted to do this year.

“I’m more concerned about us and stepping up our 
game,” said Richardson, who is entering her third season 
as head coach. “We were champions last year, but we’re 
going to have a target on our back. We’ve got to just worry 
about us getting better and making each other great.”

In terms of the Tigers’ roster, there’s a lot to look 
forward to as far as depth. The majority of the play-
ers from last year’s NCAA Tournament team are back. 
That includes senior guard Nukiya Mayo, who averaged 
12.9 points last year and was named the CAA Tourna-
ment’s Most Outstanding Player after scoring 20 points 
and seven rebounds in the championship game against 
No. 2 seed Drexel, and redshirt junior Kionna Jeter, who 
led the team with 17.9 points per game 

and was a first-team All-CAA selection.
“You know Kionna is going to do her thing,” Richardson 

said with a laugh. “So she’s really excited about that.”
But there is also a mix of younger players this year, and 

Richardson is looking forward to seeing them grow on and 
off the court. Sophomore guard Shavonne Smith, who ap-
peared in 16 games for the Tigers as a freshman, was a 
player Richardson highlighted as putting in a lot of work 
to become a more vital piece of the team.

“She’s going to do well for us, too,” Richardson said. 
“They’ve been working on their game over the summer. 
We’re also going to see [senior] Ryan Holder a lot, too. 
She’s just that glue kind of player.”

Towson’s first regular-season game will be against Penn 
State at SECU Arena Nov. 5, which Richardson said will be 
a good test to see how far along her team is to start the year.

“We’ve got to play the best to be the best,” Richardson 
said. “I want us to be challenged so that when we get to 
the conference [play] we’ll be used to it already, because 
we’ve got a challenging conference. Starting out with Penn 
State is going to be tough. It’ll show us where we are at 
that point.”

When the Tigers ended their postseason run with a 
loss to UConn in the NCAA Tournament’s first round last 
March, the first thing they wanted to do was find a way 
back next year. Now, next year is here, and they know what 
needs to be done to make that goal a reality. The only thing 
left to do now is go out and do it.

“I have this saying that if you can make a million once, 
you know how to get back to it,” Richardson said. “It’s the 
same thing with basketball. It’s hard to get there because 
you’re putting in a lot of work and it took us more than a 
year to get there, but we know that path already and you 
know it’s going to take what you gave last time and more 
to get back.”

COPPIN STATE 
(2018-19 RECORD: 5-25 OVERALL;  
4-12 MID-EASTERN ATHLETIC CONFERENCE)

Forward Chance Graham is back for her senior cam-
paign with the Eagles, and she is looking to lead the team 
to a deep run in the MEAC tournament after a second-
round loss to Bethune-Cookman last March.

The 2018-19 season was another dominant one for Gra-
ham. The Upper Marlboro, Md., native won the MEAC De-
fensive Player of the Year award and was a second-team 
All-MEAC selection. She started in all 30 games and aver-
aged 14.5 points and a MEAC-best 11.4 rebounds.

In addition to Graham, the Eagles also have senior for-
ward Oluwadamilola Oloyede to help lead a young squad 
with nine underclassmen. Oloyede led the team in shoot-
ing percentage (44.4 percent) while grabbing 102 rebounds 
last year.

LOYOLA 
(2018-19 RECORD: 7-24 OVERALL; 
5-13 PATRIOT LEAGUE)

The Greyhounds struggled throughout the 2018-19 
season, but winning three of their last four and advanc-
ing to the second round of the Patriot League tourna-
ment was a solid way for longtime coach Joe Logan’s 
team to wrap up the season.

Entering the 2019-20 season, Loyola is led by junior 
forward Isabella Therien. Though she missed the final 
nine games of the season with an injury, the former Pa-
triot League Rookie of the Year led the team with 14.3 
points per game and was second on the team in re-

bounds (5.6). Other key returners include sophomore 
wing Taleah Dixon (9.7 points) and junior forward Del-
aney Connolly (9.1).

The start of the season will not be easy for the Grey-
hounds, who have Notre Dame, Northwestern and 
Maryland on their early-season schedule. But with 
seven upperclassmen on the roster, Loyola’s experience 
should help the Greyhounds in conference play.

MORGAN STATE 
(2018-19 RECORD: 10-21 OVERALL; 
8-8 MID-EASTERN ATHLETIC CONFERENCE)

Losing a player like Adre’onia Coleman, who averaged 
a team-high 16.3 points and totaled 505 points last season, 
to graduation is a tough task for any team to handle, but 
the Bears still have a number of players on the roster who 
could help Morgan State take a step forward in the MEAC.

One of those players is sophomore Ashia McCalla, 
who averaged 10 points last year and had a season-high 
18 points against Delaware State. McCalla, a Green-
belt, Md., native and Eleanor Roosevelt High graduate, 
made seven starts last year but should be in the start-
ing lineup more consistently this year.

Last year, the Bears finished .500 in conference play, 
and this year, they’ll begin conference play against Dela-
ware State and South Carolina State in January. Before 
that, the Bears will make trips to Marquette, Nebraska 
and Michigan as part of their non-conference schedule.

MOUNT ST. MARY’S 
(2018-19 RECORD: 15-16 OVERALL;  
8-10 NORTHEAST CONFERENCE)

The Mountaineers made a deep run in the NEC tour-
nament last year, advancing to the semifinals against 
Robert Morris before dropping a heartbreaker, 69-65. 
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2019-20 Women’s Basketball Preview: 
Towson Back For More After Historic Season
 Zach Selby
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With most of last year’s squad returning, they should 
have another chance to make another deep postseason 
run this year.

Mount St. Mary’s lost guard Juliette Lawless to grad-
uation, but sophomore Michaela Harrison (13.3 points 
last year) and junior Jatarrikah Settle (9.0) are expect-
ed to lead the charge for the Mountaineers. Mount St. 
Mary’s starts out the season with games at Kentucky 
and Indiana followed by contests against Frostburg, 
Towson and UMBC.

NAVY 
(2018-19 RECORD: 10-19 OVERALL; 
5-13 PATRIOT LEAGUE)

Though Navy is coming off a disappointing season 
and an early exit in the Patriot League tournament, 
sophomore guard Jennifer Coleman gives the team rea-
son to be excited for the 2019-20 season.

Coleman, a native of Richmond, Va., started her col-
lege career with a 13-point effort against Catholic Uni-
versity last November, and from that point on she was a 
consistent scorer for the Mids. She had 19 games with at 
least 10 points, including a seven-game stretch in Janu-
ary and February. She averaged 13.1 points, 8.2 rebounds 
and 2.9 assists last year, and she’ll be expected to lead 
the way again.

Navy will be tested early with Clemson and North 
Carolina on its non-conference slate. That may prove to 
be beneficial heading into conference play, which starts 
against Lehigh in January.

UMBC 
(2018-19 RECORD: 10-20 OVERALL; 
3-13 AMERICA EAST)

The Retrievers started out the 2018-19 season by 
winning their first six games, but they lost 20 of their 
final 24 games. Longtime head coach Phil Stern took a 
leave of absence in December and resigned in February. 
In April, the school hired former Texas Southern head 
coach Johnetta Hayes to take over a program that has 
won just 15 games the past two seasons.

The Retrievers’ season will tip off against Gettys-
burg, same as last year, and there are plenty of reasons 
for optimism heading into this season. For starters, 
UMBC has a core group of senior guards in Domini-
ka Skrocka, Te’yJah Oliver and Tyler Moore. Oliver, a 

Clinton, Md., native out of Riverdale Baptist, averaged 
11.2 points in 30 games and 27 starts.

The Retrievers will also count on junior forward 
Janee’a Summers, who led the team with 11.4 points per 
game and had five double-doubles. UMBC also added 
freshman guard Lyric Swann, who starred at Long Reach 
High in Columbia, Md. •
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eedee Thaenrat is living the American 
Dream. 

In 2003, he and his siblings were sep-
arated from their parents while fleeing 
their native Liberia during one of the 
bloodiest wars the nation has ever seen. 
In 2019, he’s a senior at Towson Univer-

sity and the starting running back for the football team. 
But more importantly, the scholarship earned by play-
ing football will provide him the opportunity to become 
the first in his family to graduate from college.

Through all of his accomplishments in life, sport and 
academia, the 21-year-old criminal justice major re-
mains grounded by remembering his struggles early in 
life and school, specifically the time he spent as a stu-
dent in English as a Second Language programming.

“I’ve always been in the back of the line,” Thaenrat 
said. “Especially coming over at a young age, I had to 
learn English. So I was in ESL until like sixth grade 
and got made fun of my first few years of school. It was 
a tough time just making friends. But my grandmother 
always said, ‘We didn’t come this far to be nothing. God 
brought us here to better ourselves.’ She reminded us 
every day and that’s all I ever wanted to do.”

Thaenrat became the starting running back at Tow-
son when redshirt senior Shane Simpson suffered a 
season-ending knee injury at Maine Sept. 14. Thaenrat 
received the game ball that day after running for four 
touchdowns in the 45-23 victory.

Thaenrat (5-foot-11, 220 pounds) runs with a bruis-
ing style and posted 124 rushing yards 
and eight touchdowns during the first 
five games of the season According 

to Tigers head coach Rob Ambrose, Thaenrat is well 
equipped for the physical trials of football after a life-
time of mental and emotional trials.

“His idea of pain isn’t physical,” Ambrose said. “He’s 
already lived through a lifetime of insane situations. This 
type, physical pain, that leaves. You heal, you grow.”

The Second Liberian Civil War raged from 1999-2003, 
resulting in hundreds of thousands of casualties as well 
as the death and displacement of thousands of civil-
ians. Thaenrat and his siblings, along with his grand-
mother, aunt and uncle, fled the conflict and were 
sponsored by Catholic Charities USA to resettle in the 
United States as refugees.

Thaenrat and his siblings arrived in San Antonio. 
Thaenrat discovered what football was in the Lone Star 
State, but he said it wasn’t until he and his family relo-
cated to Philadelphia that he eventually fell in love with 
the game while playing during recess.

Thaenrat considers his aunt, Theresa Biyoyouwei, a 
surrogate mother. He credits her with developing his 
curious, intelligent and very “coachable” nature.

“I was always taught to obey those in charge,” Thae-
nrat said. “So coaching me was easy because I was curi-
ous, I fell in love with the game and I was interested in 
learning.”

Thaenrat became a standout student-athlete at Fa-
ther Judge High School in Philadelphia. By his junior 
year, he had scholarship offers from the likes of Pur-
due, Rutgers and Boston College. But after breaking 
his ankle as a senior, the offers disappeared. Fortunate-
ly, Thaenrat’s life story up until that point provided a 
great deal of perspective.

“When they told me how severe my injury was, I felt 
like it was all over,” Thae-

nrat said. “I thought 
like, ‘Damn, am I 

ever going to play again?’ But I remembered coming 
from Liberia thinking, ‘Damn, how are we going to 
survive?’ So overcoming that adversity there, I knew I 
could overcome anything.”

Thaenrat began his college career at Tennessee 
Tech, also an FCS program, in 2016. After two sea-
sons, he transferred to Towson, one of the few top FCS 
schools that hadn’t pulled his scholarship offer after 
his injury.

“It was so bad, everybody with a brain doubted he 
would ever play football again,” Ambrose said. “He 
didn’t care. He doesn’t care about odds. The odds 
would say he couldn’t do ‘blank,’ and that list is huge in 
his life, but anytime somebody has said that in his life, 
he just smiles and says, ‘OK.’”

Thaenrat’s journey to Towson was a long one. Along 
with earning a bachelor’s degree, he hopes to complete 
the process of becoming a naturalized U.S. citizen in 2020.

“It’s just an accomplishment,” Thaenrat said, “that 
when you look back at how far I came -- through all the 
struggle, all the tears, all the pain -- and I’m here. When 
people see immigrants come to this country, this is the 
No. 1 goal: education and a better living.”

Thaenrat hopes his story can offer hope to young 
immigrants, asylum seekers and refugees looking for a 
brighter future in the United States.

“This is a very touchy topic,” Thaenrat said of immi-
gration. “Immigration, especially being an immigrant 
in this country, you don’t know what can happen to you 
next. I feel like I’m an example of what we are. America 
is built of immigrants and this is what we fight to be. I 
feel like people don’t dig deep enough, they just go with 
what they hear and just judge. I feel like, don’t judge me 
because of what I look like or where I came from. Judge 
me off what I’ve done.”

Yeedee Thaenrat is living the American Dream. •

Towson Football’s Yeedee Thaenrat 
Charts Uncommon Path From Liberia
 Simon Habtemariam
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aryland sophomore linebacker Chance 
Campbell’s only official visit as a re-
cruit came the weekend before early 
signing day in December 2017. The Cal-
vert Hall star had been committed to 
Maryland football since May and had 
visited campus several times, but of-

ficial weekends come with much more hoopla and a 
packed itinerary.

In the middle of it all, though, Campbell found 

time to work out before Saturday morning breakfast. 

This was normal for him -- he hadn’t worked out fewer 

than five days a week since his freshman year -- but 

it’s almost unheard of for a prospect on his official 

visit. Then-Terps linebackers coach Matt Barnes told 

Campbell’s parents he had never seen it.

“He doesn’t miss his schedule,” Rick Campbell, 

Chance’s father, recalls telling Barnes that morning. 

“He’s not gonna tell you. He’s not gonna run around 

pounding his chest, but he went to the gym in this 

hotel at 5:30 this morning. That’s where he was for an 

hour and a half.”

Chance Campbell, a native of Towson, Md., was a 

ball of energy long before he grew to be 6-foot-3 and 225 

pounds. He was the 2-year-old who climbed everything 

-- if his parents turned their backs for a minute, he’d 

somehow be on top of a five-foot bookcase when they 

looked back. He has also been a straight-A student his 

whole life and a coach’s son whose football IQ always 

seemed to have him one step ahead of everyone else on 

the field.

It’s increasingly uncommon for high-level football 

recruits to play a second sport throughout high school. 

But in addition to being a two-time All-Maryland In-

terscholastic Athletic Association A Conference selec-

tion at linebacker for Calvert Hall, Campbell was also 

a faceoff specialist and defensive midfielder for the 

Cardinals’ perennial powerhouse lacrosse team, which 

he helped lead to a conference title in 2017. Maryland 

men’s lacrosse coach John Tillman actually extended 

an offer to Campbell his freshman year, but Campbell 

knew he wanted to play football in college.

The nature of football recruiting doesn’t favor pros-

pects who play another sport during the spring. That’s 

when several of the top camps and showcases take 

place, presenting the best chances for less-heralded 

players to turn heads. Campbell, though, remained 

loyal to his lacrosse teammates and head coach Bryan 

Kelly. He was the No. 20 football player in the state, 

per 247Sports’ composite rankings, but skipping those 

showcases kept him his stock from rising.

“It was tough because it’s an era where recruiting 

is really kind of taking a different shape. Those camps 

are really crucial for guys to get looked at, noticed and 

offered,” Campbell said. “But I had some important 

people and people I love in my life [tell] me, ‘If you re-

ally love a sport and you think you can play there, peo-

ple will come find you.’ So I think you play the sports 

that you want to play and let the rest of that take care 

of itself.”

As a football player, Campbell’s work ethic and a 

gradual growth spurt helped him develop from a ju-

nior varsity player to varsity safety to four different 

linebacker positions, plus fullback for good measure. 

His defining performance for the Cardinals came in the 

2017 Turkey Bowl against Loyola Blakefield; Campbell 

recorded double-digit tackles, intercepted a pass and 

scored two touchdowns on offense.

“He would see things that we didn’t see,” Rick 

Campbell said, recalling a play during which Chance 

recorded a sack even though he wasn’t supposed to 

blitz. The then-junior explained he had noticed the 

offensive lineman’s tendencies and hand position and 

knew within one step that he had a path to the quar-

terback.

Campbell had 17 public offers at the time of his 

commitment, including 10 from Power 5 schools. But 

he wanted to stay home. He pledged to Maryland May 

26, 2017, one day after winning the MIAA lacrosse title. 

The Terps’ staff was especially well-suited to develop 

linebackers: in addition to Barnes, head coach DJ 

Durkin and defensive coordinator Andy Buh had both 

played and coached the position.

By the time Campbell took the field in a Maryland 

uniform, though, the entire coaching staff ’s future was 
in question. Durkin had been placed on administrative 
leave following Jordan McNair’s death in June 2018. 
The assistants remained through the season, but the 
Terps had an entirely new staff in place the following 
spring.

Michael Locksley’s staff, though, included Cory 
Robinson, whom Campbell had known since middle 
school. Before coaching at Maryland, Robinson co-
founded Next Level Nation, a Baltimore-based travel 
football program. He left to become the Terps’ director 
of player personnel, and after stints at Toledo, Temple 
and Rutgers, he returned home to coach Maryland’s 
defensive backs.

Campbell is also in the same linebacker room as 
Baltimore native Shaq Smith, who played at Calvert 
Hall and St. Frances before spending a year at IMG 
Academy in Florida and winning two national titles 
in three years at Clemson. Maryland’s 2018 recruiting 
class also included St. Frances left tackle Jaelyn Dun-
can, whom Campbell had played against as well. The 
Terps are continuing to add familiar faces from the 
Baltimore area.

“It’s cool watching how small the world can be,” 
Campbell said. “Maybe not necessarily circles com-
pletely connecting when you’re younger, but then get-
ting older and finding your paths cross, that’s cool.”

Last season, Campbell appeared in 11 contests and 
registered 10 tackles. Most of those came on special 
teams, though, as Maryland leaned heavily on veterans 
Tre Watson and Isaiah Davis and didn’t frequently ro-
tate linebackers. This year, Campbell is a fixture in an 
inside linebacker rotation that also includes Davis and 
redshirt sophomore Ayinde Eley.

While Campbell hasn’t registered any starts in 2019, 

his playing time and production are increasing every 

week. He had 20 tackles through the Terps’ first five 

games, including a career-high six tackles in a 59-0 loss 

to Penn State Sept. 27. He also grabbed his first career 

interception in a 20-17 loss to Temple Sept. 14. For the 

coaches, Campbell is a shining example of good prac-

tice showing up on the stat sheet.

“He’s an effort guy. He’s a mentally, physically tough 

guy who does everything you coach him to do, exactly 

how you coach him to do it,” Locksley said. “[His pro-

duction is] a byproduct of, if you practice that way, 

typically in games you’ll perform that way.”

Ask Campbell about his stats and he’ll shrug them 

off, saying he cares more about winning. But there’s 

something to be said for constant work translating 

into results. And to those who have seen him overcome 

a relative lack of exposure as a recruit and adjust to a 

whole new coaching staff after one year of college, it 

means that much more.

“It’s so rewarding for me to watch him work through 

adversity. That’s the only time you find out about 

someone’s character,” Rick Campbell said. “That’s 

just rewarding for me, to see the joy he has when he’s 

playing.” •

Calvert Hall’s Chance 
Campbell Developing Into 
Force For Maryland Football
 Thomas Kendziora

M

k
e

n
ya

 a
ll

e
n

/p
r

e
ss

b
o

x

Chance Campbell





36  |  OCTOBER 2019  |    |  PRESSBOXSPORTS  |  @PRESSBOXONLINE

WE’RE PASSIONATE ABOUT
FRESH FOOD, GREAT PRICES, AMAZING REWARDS,
PHARMACY CARE, ONLINE SHOPPING, FRIENDLY SERVICE,
AND TAKING CARE OF YOU!

your

here

TAILGATE
   FAVORITES

ONLY AT
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avy junior safety Evan Fochtman loves 
the freedom to make plays in his team’s 
new defensive scheme under first-year 
coordinator Brian Newberry.

He took full advantage of that op-
portunity in the season opener against 
Holy Cross when he found a seam and 

delivered a jarring hit to quarterback Connor Degen-
hardt for a 6-yard loss. 

“This is a fun defense to play in. I’m excited,” Focht-
man said. “Coach Newberry came in with great energy 
and a new coaching staff, new playbook. There’s a lot of 
plays to be made. I am just excited to go out and make 
them.”

Fochtman has made the most of each opportunity 
at Navy. He originally was recruited as a quarterback 
from Archbishop Spalding, where he was named the 
2016 Baltimore Sun Player of the Year. He also earned 
All-Maryland Interscholastic Athletic Association A 
Conference honors as a junior and senior.

Navy’s coaches decided to move him to safety during 
Fochtman’s first spring practice. Then, he was moved 
to the striker position -- an outside linebacker who is 
effective in pass coverage. 

“Wherever they need me, I’ll play,” Fochtman said. 
“Whatever the coaches need, I am here for them.”

After not seeing any action as a freshman, Fochtman 
played in 10 games in 2018, finishing with 23 tackles, in-
cluding a sack. Fochtman was asked to switch positions 
again this spring. The coaches initially were consider-
ing a move back to quarterback. Instead, they decided 
the 6-foot-1, 201-pound Fochtman was best suited to 
play safety. Through four games, Fochtman has 17 tack-
les and an interception.

“I came full circle,” he said.
Newberry said the move to safety has been beneficial 

to Fochtman. Newberry watched Fochtman make plays 
throughout the spring and summer practices, and that 
effort has translated into the games. 

“He is pretty outstanding,” Newberry said. “When I 
got here, they were debating on whether or not to move 
him back to quarterback and they were talking about a 
couple of different things. Just looking at him, his body-
type and everything ... I knew he was a quarterback in 
high school; I begged for him on defense. I have just 
been extremely pleased with everything he’s done. He 
is one of those guys that was a little raw at the position 
initially, and he just kept getting better every day.”

Fochtman also exemplifies the Navy student-athlete, 
juggling an arduous academic workload and preparing 

to play games on Saturday against some of the nation’s 
toughest college football teams.

Newberry said the hard work has paid off for the 
Crownsville, Md., native. 

“The one thing I can say about Evan is that he plays 
harder than any kid I have ever coached,” Newberry 
said. “Snap after snap after snap, he has an unbeliev-
able motor. He is deceptively athletic. The kid can run. 
He’s smart and I have just been really, really pleased 
with him.” 

Fochtman admitted it’s been a bit of a challenge 
with all of the transitions throughout his career. How-
ever, the extra time has paid off and he has become a 
key player in Navy’s secondary. 

“I am more into my playbook this year. I have to 
know exactly what I’m doing,” Fochtman said. “I am 
making checks. So, I would say from the mental stand-
point it’s a little more [of a challenge]. But I love it. I 
love playing safety. 

“With striker, you’re a little more down in the action, 
a little more physical. Safety is more of a mental grind.”

During the offseason, Navy head coach Ken Niumat-
alolo hired seven new coaches, including Newberry, who 
replaced the retiring Dale Pehrson as the defensive co-
ordinator. Newberry previously served as the defensive 
coordinator at Kennesaw State and oversaw a unit that 
ranked second in the FCS for total defense, allowing 
just 263.7 yards per game in 2018.

Newberry brought a new swagger and innovative ap-
proach to the defensive schemes. 

Under Newberry, the Midshipmen adopted a 4-2-5 
scheme -- four “down” linemen, two linebackers and five 
defensive backs -- to help slow down some of the spread 
offenses typical of the American Athletic Conference.

Fochtman has adapted well to the new scheme. 
“With this defense, sometimes plays come to you, 

sometimes they don’t,” Newberry said. “I think he’s 
made the ones that he’s had an opportunity to make. 
As he continues to get more snaps, get more game ex-
perience and continue to learn not just what’s he doing 
on defense, but the big-picture stuff and what’s going 
on around him, he’s just going to get better and better.”

Fochtman has high expectations for himself. The 
first order of business is playing well in practice so he is 
fully ready to compete in the games.

“I can always make more plays. I just come out here 
every day and try to have the best effort I can,” Focht-
man said. “You know, every day you don’t feel the best. 
But you just try to come out and work the hardest.”

Overall, Fochtman and the rest of the Navy defen-
sive players have done a solid job picking up the nu-
ances of Newberry’s defense, which features various 
fronts and blitzes. The Midshipmen have played better 
against some high-powered opponents in the AAC this 
year, something that must continue during the non-
conference schedule against opponents such as Notre 
Dame and Army.

“I think what we do is somewhat complicated,” New-
berry said. “We’re multiple, we do a lot of things. To have 
a spring and fall camp, considering we have to defend 
the option in practice at times, I’ve been really pleased 
with the progress. But we have a long way to go. It’s one 
thing to learn your job in this defense and another to re-
ally see the big picture and why we’re calling something. 
That just takes experience and repetition.”

“For us, it’s how much can we improve week-to-
week,” Newberry added. “How much more football sav-
vy can get week to week? We’re certainly on the right 
track. We have kids who practice at a high level. They 
go out and play extremely hard. I feel really good about 
where we’ve come from, and we’re headed in the right 
direction.” •
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Spalding Graduate Evan 
Fochtman Thriving In New 
Role For Navy Football
 Todd Karpovich
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he team that wins the Maryland Inter-
scholastic Athletic Association A Con-
ference football championship receives 
The Mike Whittles Trophy, named 
in honor of the longtime Archbishop 
Spalding coach who died of pancreatic 
cancer in 2012. Whittles inspired many 

with his battle against cancer, and the league put his 
name on the trophy months after his death. 

Now, the Cavaliers want that trophy. They’ve never 
won the A Conference title since moving up from the 
B Conference in 2011. Head coach Kyle Schmitt said 
Spalding would love to earn the trophy with their for-
mer coach’s name on it, a man who meant so much to 
so many. 

“It would be huge,” Schmitt said. “A goal for us [this 
year] would be to win it because the trophy is The Mike 
Whittles Trophy. That would be for us a way to honor 
our past.”

Schmitt said Whittles played a major role in building 

up the program, and the Cardinals now are a force in 
the MIAA A Conference. 

Last year, there was no MIAA A Conference cham-
pionship game. Citing a serious competitive disparity 
and safety issues, other conference schools declined to 
play powerful St. Frances (which has since moved on 
to play an independent schedule). The conference de-
clared St. Frances the 2018 champion before the season 
began.

Alternatively, the Maryland Christian Schools Invi-
tational tournament was organized. Calvert Hall de-
feated Spalding in the finals, 35-21. The Cavaliers fin-
ished 7-3 last year and jumped off to a 4-1 start this 
season, scoring 208 points in those first five games.

“Spalding has a combination of great athletes and 
[a] very good coaching staff which makes them ex-
tremely dangerous week in and week out,” Mount Saint 
Joseph coach Rich Holzer said. “[They] play with a 
high degree of intensity and as an opposing team, you 
always need to come in prepared to match that.”

The Cavaliers feature a lot of talent on both sides 
of the ball, but they can rack up the points on offense. 

They began the season with a 56-0 rout of Bishop McDe-
vitt (Pa.) at home. Then came a 56-14 victory at Bishop 
Moore (Fla.) before a 43-29 victory at Bullis (Md.). Af-
ter that was a 21-7 loss to Our Lady of Good Counsel 
(Md.), a team that has been ranked high in The Wash-
ington Post’s polls all season long. But the Cavaliers 
rebounded from that home loss with another display 
of their offensive firepower -- a 46-12 victory at Malvern 
Prep (Pa.). 

Spalding has a high-powered offense, and Schmitt 
said he doesn’t mind a game in which there are plenty 
of points on the board both ways.

“We play up-tempo, [go for] long drives and like put-
ting the opposing offense in long-yardage situations,” 
Schmitt said. “That’s sort of a goal of ours on defense. 
We don’t mind getting into a track meet. We like there 
to be a lot of possessions in games. We’re very comfort-
able in that style of football.” 

Junior quarterback Austin Tutas has been the gun-
slinger so far on offense. He has already received an of-
fer from Virginia Tech and has several other big schools 
looking at him. Through the first five games, he threw 
for 1,278 yards with nine touchdowns and just three in-
terceptions. Those numbers would have been even bet-
ter if Schmitt hadn’t pulled him early a few times dur-
ing games that had turned into routs. 

Senior running back Shamar Smith had 532 yards 
and eight touchdowns during the first five games after 
missing all of last year with a torn ACL. Juniors Bryson 
Carter and Zakee Wheatley have led the way in the re-
ceiving department. Carter made 30 catches in the first 
four games, but has missed time due to a broken hand. 

Schmitt said they’re hoping he’ll be back by mid-to-
late October, when the team’s MIAA Conference sched-
ule kicks into full gear. Wheatley had 10 catches in the 
win against Malvern Prep, stepping up in Carter’s ab-
sence. Wheatley posted 25 receptions through the first 
five contests and also has three interceptions as a cor-
nerback. He has already received offers from Penn State, 
Michigan State, Northwestern, Virginia and others. 

Senior Jahmeer Carter, committed to Virginia, has 
given the defense a boost at nose tackle and has played 
right tackle on offense. Carter can play right guard as 
well. Junior Jayon Venerable, committed to Maryland, 
plays cornerback and safety.

Spalding’s MIAA A Conference schedule started 
Oct. 11 with a game against Gilman, which has strug-
gled this season. But it gets interesting during the final 
three weeks, as the Cavaliers meet Calvert Hall, Mc-
Donogh and Mount Saint Joseph, all teams which also 
got off to great starts.

After that should come the four-team playoff for the 
MIAA A Conference title, and Schmitt is looking for-
ward to the return of a traditional postseason format.

“I think it’s great, and the playoffs are fun,” Schmitt 
said. “Everybody wants to be in the playoffs. The strat-
egy of the thing is going to be interesting. We’re going 
to have to beat two of the four teams [we face late in the 
regular season] in a playoff game.”

Schmitt says that in postseason play, it all goes back 
to the basics.

“A lot of it comes down to fundamentals at that 
point in the season,” he said. “In November, we’re all 
going to know each other very well. There will be mini-
mal schematical changes or surprises.”

But in the end, the Cavaliers want the trophy named 
after their former leader. Spalding has been edging 
closer to the title and the trophy. 

Could this be the Cavaliers’ year? 
“The football culture of the place was built by Mike 

Whittles, and I can’t think of anything better than to 
win the trophy,” Schmitt said. •

 VARSITY REPORT

With Former Coach In Mind, 
Spalding Football Aims For First 
MIAA A Conference Title
 Jeff Seidel
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A weekly look at high school football 
across the state of Maryland
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than Coleman, a senior 
captain for the Walkers-
ville High School (Md.) 
boys’ varsity soccer 
team, was named the 
U.S. Army Impact Play-
er of the Month.

Coleman was nominated by Lions 
head coach Phil Shortt.

“The three things we really stress 
with our players is having good char-
acter is first, having strong academics 
is second and being a soccer athlete is 
third,” Shortt said. “Obviously, we want 
to be soccer athletes but we want to 
stress those things first. Ethan is kind of 
a shining example of our program.”

Before long, soccer may well be on the 
back burner for Coleman, whose first 
choice after high school is to attend the 
United States Military Academy in West 
Point, N.Y., to begin a military career 
similar to the one his mother, Tracy, had 
for 28 years.

“West Point’s really important to me 
to go to because it’s the top school to 
become an army officer, and I feel that 
I have a responsibility to serve my coun-
try,” Coleman said. “That’s the best way 
I think I can do that, by becoming an of-
ficer from West Point and learning from 
the best of the best in the army.”

Coleman, who is carrying a 4.8 GPA, 
has already completed six AP cours-
es -- and is on track to complete three 
more by the end of the school year. He’s 
interested in pursuing engineering or 
political science in college, with Boston 
College, Maryland and Virginia being 
other options that intrigue him. But his 
first choice is West Point to follow in his 
mother’s footsteps in the military; Tracy 

was an engineer in the U.S. Army.
“Most of her responsibilities were 

with rebuilding war-torn regions and 
teaching other people how to do that,” 
Coleman said. “She had a one-year de-
ployment in Afghanistan helping to re-
build the roads and schools and infra-
structure there.”

Shortt thinks West Point would be 
the perfect spot for Coleman.

“I can very well see him in a leader-
ship or officer role in the army,” Shortt 
said. “I think he’s got that level of focus. 
He’s got that level of drive and determi-
nation. I didn’t serve in the U.S. Army; I 
have a U.S. Army family, practically ev-
ery man in my family has served in the 
military. From what I’ve seen in my ex-
posure to the military, Ethan would be a 
top candidate for them.”

For now, Coleman has a high school 
soccer career to complete. Walkersville 
won five of their first nine matches. The 
Lions defeated Thomas Johnson and 
Urbana during that stretch, which Cole-
man said was big for the program.

The 2019 season marks Coleman’s 
third year on the varsity squad. Shortt 
said Coleman played every position 
aside from goalkeeper as a sophomore 
and impressed with his consistently high 
effort level. Coleman later developed 
into the team’s starting center back, the 
position he’s playing as a senior.

“Mostly I just try to lead from the 
back,” Coleman said. “In the back of 
the field, I have a very good view of ev-
eryone else while they’re playing, and 
I try to make sure that people know 
when there’s pressure, when they need 
to move the ball around, what are some 
good options. And then I try to hold our 
back line together as much as possible.”

Coleman believes the program is 

trending in the right direction.
“It definitely has been improving 

since my freshman year,” Coleman said. 
“We had a very limited pool of players 
to pull from, and that pool has grown a 
lot. There are a lot more kids coming in, 
and there are a lot of skilled underclass-
men that are going to still be there after 
my class leaves. I think they can still do 
something pretty impressive even after 
all the seniors leave.”

Caleigh Bernota, a senior at Tusca-
rora High School (Md.) and a middle 
hitter on the volleyball team, was also 
named the U.S. Army Impact Player of 
the Month. Bernota was nominated by 
Titans head coach Ricardo Vera, who 
also coaches Bernota in beach volleyball.

Vera said Bernota stood out as a 
coach at Tuscarora’s summer volleyball 
camp. Two coaches canceled on Vera, so 
he turned to varsity players like Bernota 
to help out.

“She did a wonderful job,” Vera said. 
“She was a good leader, great with the 
kids, made them work. Gave them the 
lowest group on a skill level and they 
[got better]. Everything was fantastic. ... 
She’s always been steady, always learn-
ing. I can’t say [enough] things about 
her. She’s a fantastic player, willing to 
learn.”

Bernota has been playing volleyball 
for about six years and has been a middle 
hitter on Tuscarora’s varsity squad since 
her sophomore year. Bernota had 44 kills 
through the first three weeks of the sea-
son, according to Vera, who said she ex-
cels thanks in part to her court vision. 

Bernota said her experience playing 
beach volleyball -- Vera has coached her 
the last three years in that -- is why she 
sees the court so well at the varsity level.

“I’m definitely more aware of every-
thing that’s going on around me,” Berno-
ta said. “Beach volleyball is two people, 
so you have to be very quick on your feet 
and you have to see the open court. Ba-
sically, it’s caused my hitting percentage 
to go up because I now look for the open 
spots on the court, where their defense 
on the other team is lacking, so I’ll hit 
the ball to that spot.”

Vera also sees other benefits to play-
ing on the beach, like how to strategize 
when serving.

“I’ll serve to a different spot, I’ll serve 
to the weaker player, I’ll serve between 
the players, I’ll serve to the corner to 
make it harder on them,” Vera said. 
“That helps when you come back on the 
court -- you can start reading what’s go-
ing on on the other side.”

Bernota’s college plans aren’t set yet, 
but her first choice is to attend Steven-
son University and play beach volleyball, 
a spring sport. She’s interested in study-
ing medicine or social services in college. 
Helping others would be nothing new 
for Bernota, whether it be serving as a 
coach at a volleyball camp or helping 
organize the volleyball team’s contribu-
tion to Titan Pantry, a school initiative 
to provide food for those in need.

“One thing I value a lot is helping 
people,” Bernota said, “so doing things 
like that makes me feel good and it helps 
people out, also.” •

To nominate a student-athlete for the 
U.S. Army Impact Player award, visit 

PressBoxOnline.com/Impact.

The Impact Player Of The Month 
is given to an individual who has 

impacted his or her team in a positive 
way, both on and off the field.

SPONSORED CONTENT
c

o
u

r
t

e
sy

 o
f 

e
t

h
a

n
 c

o
le

m
a

n

Ethan Coleman Caleigh Bernota

c
o

u
r

t
e

sy
 o

f 
c

a
le

ig
h

 b
e

r
n

o
ta

  Luke Jackson

E

Ethan Coleman, Caleigh Bernota Named 
U.S. Army Impact Players Of The Month



42  |  OCTOBER 2019  |    |  PRESSBOXSPORTS  |  @PRESSBOXONLINE

September 6, 2020

World-ClasS Cycling comes to maryland

America’s biggest one-day professional cycling race 

is coming to Maryland featuring the top cyclists from 

30+ countries. Get ready for Maryland’s Biggest Block 

Party! Come enjoy the Health & Wellness Festival as 

part of this World-Class Event.

marylandcyclingclassic.us

FACEBOOK: 

marylandcyclingclassic
TWITTER: 

marylandclassic
INSTAGRAM: 

marylandcyclingclassic
Photos: PhotoSport International

Sanctioned by
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 BASEBALL/SOFTBALL 

BABE RUTH BIRTHPLACE AND MUSEUM
The Babe Ruth Birthplace and Museum is located at 216 
Emory St. in Baltimore, three blocks west of Camden Yards. 
The museum is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday through 
Sunday. Admission is $10 for adults, $8 for seniors and mili-
tary personnel and $5 for children. Visit baberuthmuseum.org 
for more information. Also consider making a tax-deductible 
donation. To do so, visit baberuthmuseum.org/donate or call 
410-727-1539, ext. 3012.

MUSEUM OF NEGRO LEAGUES BASEBALL
Visit the Hubert V. Simmons Museum of Negro Leagues 
Baseball in the Owings Mills branch of the Baltimore County 
Public Library. The museum is named after Bert Simmons, 
who played for the Baltimore Elite Giants. The museum is open 
daily, and admission is free. Volunteers are always welcome. For 
more information, visit smnlbinc.org.

 BASKETBALL 

VOLO CITY BASKETBALL
Volo City’s Baltimore basketball leagues run throughout the 
year in neighborhoods including Canton, Federal Hill, Mt. 
Washington and more. Men’s and coed leagues present full-
court competition in a fast-paced, competitive yet social atmo-
sphere. Volo City will provide referees and team shirts. Players 
can register as individuals or as part of a team. Teams require 
at least nine players. For more information and to register in a 
league, visit volocity.org/baltimore/basketball.

 SOCCER/RUGBY/SQUASH

CRAB KICKERS 
Register now for Crab Kickers winter programs. Crab Kickers, 
powered by Mighty Kicks, is a one-of-a-kind soccer program 
developed to provide a dynamic environment where children 
can develop soccer skills, social skills, coordination, confidence 
and self-esteem built on a solid foundation of fun. For more 
information or to register, visit mightykicksbaltimore.com.

SQUASH
SquashWise provides incentives for middle school students to 
excel academically, athletically and socially, as well as the oppor-
tunity to compete in local and national squash tournaments. No 
squash experience is necessary to become a tutor. Visit baltimor-
esquashwise.org to make your tax-deductible donation. To make 

equipment donations and/or become a volunteer tutor, email 
Abby Markoe at abbym@baltimoresquashwise.org.

RUGBY
The Baltimore-Chesapeake Rugby Football Club, the region’s 
only Division I men’s rugby club, is looking for experienced 
players or those new to the game. For more information, email  
baltimorechesapeakerugby@gmail.com or visit baltimorerugby.net.

 WALKS/RACES

OCT. 19 -- BALTIMORE RUNNING FESTIVAL
The Baltimore Running Festival features five different events 
for runners: marathon, half-marathon, team relay, 5K and the 
BaltiMORON-a-thon. The course takes runners through the 
Inner Harbor, Federal Hill and Fells Point. Runners are strong-
ly encouraged to register before race day. Online registration 
ends Oct. 16, while in-person registration is available at Fitness 
Expo Oct. 17 from 3-8 p.m. and Oct. 18 from 12-8 p.m.

OCT. 20 -- CHARM CITY RUN KIDS’ XC 
SERIES 
The Charm City Run kids’ cross-country series concludes with 
a run at Locust Point. Registration costs $6 ahead of race day 
and $10 on race day. To register, visit runsignup.com/Race/MD/
Baltimore/CharmCityRunKidsXCSeries.

OCT. 26 -- DOG-FRIENDLY 
BARCSTOBERFEST 5K AND 1-MILE WALK
The Dog-Friendly BARCStoberfest 5K and 1-Mile Walk 
benefits the Baltimore Animal Rescue and Care Shelter 
(BARCS), begins at 9 a.m. and runs through Patterson 
Park. Participants are encouraged to run and walk with their 
dog. Participants are also encouraged to set up a personal fun-
draising page. Those who raise $40 are automatically entered 
into the 1-mile walk. Registration for the 5K race costs $40 
through Oct. 25 and $45 the day of the race. To register, visit 
runsignup.com/Race/MD/Baltimore/ReadySetSNIFF5KRace.

NOV. 10 -- RED HOT RUN 5K AND FAMILY 
FUN WALK
The ninth annual Red Hot Run 5K and Family Fun Walk 
benefits The Fund for Roland Park Country School. The 
5K (8:30 a.m. start) and walk (8:35 a.m.) will take place at 
Roland Park Country School. Registration for the 5K costs 
$35 through Nov. 9 and $40 on race day, while the walk costs 
$25. To register, visit runsignup.com/Race/MD/Baltimore/
RolandParkCountrySchoolRedHotRun5KandFamilyFunWalk.

NOV. 17 -- ZOOZOOM 2019
Come to the Maryland Zoo for the annual ZooZOOM, an 8K 
race and 1-mile family fun walk/run that benefits the Maryland 
Zoo. The course for the race and walk runs through the zoo 
alongside animals and the new African Journey habitats. The 
8K race starts at 8:30 a.m., while the fun run/walk begins at 
9:30 a.m. Registration for the 8K race is $50, while the fun run/
walk is $35 with a long-sleeved T-shirt and $22 without a shirt. 
Register at runsignup.com/Race/MD/Baltimore/ZooZoom.

BCRP $5 5K SERIES
Baltimore City Recreation and Parks’ $5 5K series has races 
Nov. 10 (Herring Run Park) and Dec. 8 (West Shore Park at 
the Inner Harbor). Each run is $5 and begins at 8:30 a.m. Visit 
bcrp.baltimorecity.gov/5KSeries for more information on the 
remaining races in the 5K series this year and to register for 
any race.

 OTHER ACTIVITIES

NOV. 2 -- STARS, STRIPES & CHOW: CHILI 
EDITION
The Baltimore Station’s fifth annual Stars, Stripes & Chow: Chili 
Edition, presented by the Baltimore Orioles, will be held at South 
Point at West Covington Park from 1-4:30 p.m. The event will fea-
ture a chili cook-off and more. All proceeds benefit The Baltimore 
Station, an organization that supports veterans dealing with 
homelessness and substance use. Tickets are $50 for adults and 
$25 for veterans, active duty and first responders. Guests 18 and 
under are free. For more information and to buy tickets, visit  
baltimorestation.org/event/5th-annual-stars-stripes-and-chow.

“THE CAPITAL OF BASKETBALL” 
LAUNCH EVENTS
Launch events for John McNamara’s “The Capital Of 
Basketball: A History Of D.C. Area High School Hoops,” will 
take place Nov. 1 at 5:30 p.m. (National Press Club Book Fair 
and Author’s Night in D.C.), Nov. 3 at 1 p.m. (Politics and Prose 
in D.C.), Nov. 16 at 11 a.m. (Barnes & Noble in Annapolis), 
Nov. 21 at 6 p.m. (Knight Hall at the University of Maryland) 
and Dec. 7 at noon (Barnes & Noble in Rockville). McNamara 
was killed in the Capital Gazette newsroom shooting in June 
2018. His book was completed by his widow, Andrea Chamblee, 
and D.C. sportswriter David Elfin. For more information, visit  
capitalofbasketball.com.

STARTING NOV. 29 -- ROOFTOP SKATING 
RINK ATOP FOUR SEASONS HOTEL 
Four Seasons Hotel Baltimore’s outdoor fifth floor Harbor 
Terrace will transform into a 1,800-square-foot synthetic ice 
skating rink boasting expansive views of both the harbor and 
city skyline. The rink will be filled with holiday sights and 
sounds featuring hundreds of twinkling lights, festive holi-
day decor and music. Guests can also warm up with holiday 
favorites, including European style hot chocolate topped with 
house made flavored marshmallows and hot toddies. Visit  
fourseasons.com/baltimore for full program details or call  
410-576-5800.

MARYLAND THUNDER WHEELCHAIR 
LACROSSE FUNDRAISER
The Maryland Thunder Wheelchair Lacrosse team will be 
participating in the Baltimore Running Festival Oct. 19. 
Money raised will benefit the Kennedy Krieger Institute’s 
International Center for Spinal Cord Injury, where aggressive, 
innovative therapies help patients with spinal cord injuries 
recover. In addition, funds will support the training needs 
of individuals with disabilities who participate in the event, 
through the purchase of adapted wheelchairs, training and 
sports equipment. To donate, visit secure3.convio.net/unlock/
site/TR?fr_id=1581&pg=entry. For more information, email 
events@kennedykrieger.org.

 COMMUNITY BEAT

To submit your event listing to
Community Beat, visit

PressBoxOnline.com/Community
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“It was very much appreciated. Very unexpect-
ed. I really appreciate the response by the fans, 
and it was very special to walk out back on the 
stadium floor, to be able to be surrounded by 
the number of players that participated in obvi-
ously in the time I was here. That was gratifying 
for me that they would take the time and the 
energy to come back for that and the way the 
fans responded, it was quite a weekend.”

- Former Ravens head coach Brian Billick Sept. 
30 reflecting on his Ring of Honor induction 
ceremony at M&T Bank Stadium Sept. 29

“When this first started, I really didn’t under-
stand the depth of it, and I’m very appreciative 
to [Maryland athletic director] Damon Evans 
and [current head coach] Mike Locksley for 
going to such lengths to bring me back. I’m 
looking forward to it. I think probably it’s long 
overdue.”

- Former Maryland football coach Ralph Fried-
gen Sept. 25 before serving as an honorary 
captain for Maryland’s game against Penn 
State Sept. 27

“I was able to sit and think and process: Is it 
worth moving? Is it worth going to this team 
and maybe not competing for a champion-
ship? Whatever it may be. And I decided I was 
comfortable. If I was 25 years old and it was 
just my wife, I would’ve been gone. I would 
still be playing right now. But I’m not. I have 
kids, my son is in kindergarten now and I’ve 
never been one to shy away from when you 
know it’s time.”

- Former Ravens and Maryland wide receiver 
Torrey Smith Sept. 20 on his decision to retire 
from the NFL after eight years and two Super 
Bowl titles

“It wasn’t his fault that I got injured in that 
game way back when, but he added to it. And 
then we became teammates in Arizona on the 
Cardinals. He’s that exact guy that when he’s 
on the other team, everybody hates him, but 
when he’s on your team, everybody loves him.”

- Former Ravens tight end Todd Heap Oct. 2 on 
his relationship with former Pittsburgh Steelers 
outside linebacker Joey Porter

Listen to Glenn Clark Radio live from
Monday-Friday 10 a.m.-noon

GlennClarkRadio.com
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ike with all other coach-
es and athletes I’ve cov-
ered during my career as 
a host and columnist in 
my hometown, I’ve done 
my best to never make 
anything about my cov-
erage of Maryland men’s 

basketball coach Mark Turgeon personal. 
That’s not a difficult concept, of course. 

I believe my job is to try to reasonably re-
flect the greater feelings of a collective 
fan base, not to forcefully suggest that my 
own opinions are more meaningful than 
anyone else’s. I do my best to avoid “hot 
takes.” I try to speak reasonably, even if 
not everyone always agrees with what I 
say. But I’m rarely critical for the sake of 
being critical. If an athlete or coach is a 
popular figure who has objectively done 
a good job, I don’t feel the need to take 
shots at them just to offer a differing 
opinion. I try to reflect (within reason) a 
collective voice. 

With that in mind, I don’t think that in 
the last decade there’s been a more diffi-
cult figure for me to analyze and discuss 
than Turgeon. I’ve certainly been tough 
on him during his eight years, but no more 
so than the many Maryland fans who have 
grown frustrated with the program’s lack 
of tangible accomplishments during his 
tenure. I’ve also done my best to present 
Turgeon’s more positive qualities.

He’s been a solid representative of the 
University of Maryland. His teams have 
seldom produced truly embarrassing 
performances and have never really “bot-
tomed out” in a season. He’s helped devel-
op Kevin Huerter, who may be approach-
ing NBA stardom, and a solid pro in Jake 
Layman. He’s pretty well-liked among his 
former players. His tenure has been al-
most entirely scandal-free. 

Those aren’t backhanded compli-
ments. I believe they are all qualities that 
are commendable. It is most certainly 
unfair to call Turgeon a “bad” coach.

So every time we get around 
to basketball season in these 

parts I genuinely find these conversa-
tions uncomfortable. How do I juxtapose 
those positives with the absolute lack of 
real on-floor achievement? What is a fair 
standard to judge this? Sure, Turgeon has 
been a fine coach, but is that enough at a 
program that has experienced great suc-
cess and finds itself in the center of a tal-
ent hotbed?

I’ve attempted to honestly ask this 
question of a number of the sport’s fore-
most experts, some of whom are ardent 
Turgeon supporters. ESPN’s Jay Bilas -- 
who has, in a way, become the conscience 
of the sport -- was incredulous when I pre-
sented it to him a season ago, telling me, “I 
don’t know how to tell you how to handle 
your expectations.”

For what it’s worth, Bilas is among 
those who believe in Turgeon, telling me 
in the same conversation he believed Tur-
geon could win a national championship 

within a decade at Maryland. 
And there’s the rub, right? I 

have absolutely zero reason to 
believe that’s true, and yet I 

still can’t say with certainty that it isn’t. 
And until SOMETHING happens that 
gives us more clarity, our conversations 
about Maryland basketball continue to be 
clouded by our doubts about the coach in-
stead of our faith in the players. 

This should be a very good Maryland 
basketball team! Sophomore big man 
Jalen Smith (Mount Saint Joseph) ap-
peared to move to the cusp of stardom as 
last season went on. The last truly great 
run by a basketball team centered around 
a superstar from Baltimore (Juan Dixon). 
How wonderful would it be if this could 
play out again? 

Senior guard Anthony Cowan Jr. offers 
the type of veteran leadership in the back-
court most teams aren’t able to hold on to. 
And the backcourt depth on the roster will 
hopefully lead to the emergence of a true 
nightly scoring threat, either one player 
individually or a different wing player ev-
ery night. Talented freshman Donta Scott 
would seem most likely to become an im-
pact scorer immediately, but any of the 
group could take on the responsibility in a 
game-by-game circumstance. 

The talent is there. The roster can eas-
ily be double-figure deep. While Michigan 
State might be the apparent class of the 
conference, things appear pretty open be-
hind them.

And honestly, it’s starting to feel per-
sonal. No one wants to keep having these 
conversations about the coach. No one 
wants to keep asking about hot seats and 
contracts and fair expectations. (For the 
record, he’s still probably not on one.)

We just want to see the team ... do 
something. Anything of significance. Any-
thing that suggests Bilas might be right 
long term.

Hopefully this is the year opinions start 
to shift. •
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 THE REALITY CHECK

  Glenn Clark

Is This The Year Maryland 
Men’s Basketball Breaks 
Though Under Mark Turgeon?
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