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JOHN HARBAUGH and JOE FLACCO  
were together for their first NFL game as head 

coach and quarterback. Now in their 10th season, 

they continue to shape the Ravens’ legacy

BY DAVID GINSBURG • PAGE 16
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ONE STREAK ENDS; ANOTHER BEGINS?
NAVY’S 14-GAME WINNING STREAK IN THE ARMY-NAVY GAME ENDED WITH A 21-17 LOSS AT BALTIMORE’S M&T BANK STADIUM DEC. 10, 2016, DESPITE THEN-SOPHOMORE 

ZACH ABEY RUSHING FOR TWO TOUCHDOWNS IN HIS FIRST START AT QUARTERBACK. THE MIDSHIPMEN LOOK TO START A NEW STREAK AT LINCOLN FINANCIAL FIELD IN 

PHILADELPHIA DEC. 9.
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ime sure does march 
on, doesn’t it? And in 
the world of sports, one 
fact of life is truer today 
than ever before: man-
agers and coaches are 
hired to be fired.

In fact, former San Francisco 49ers 
head coach Steve Mariucci recalls talk-
ing to team president Carmen Policy 
about that policy after Mariucci had 
been on the job a short while.

“So, George Seifert won two Super 
Bowls for you. Why isn’t he still your 
head coach?” Mariucci asked.

To which Policy said: “You know 
what, every coach has a shelf life. And 
you know what else, Steve, you have a 
shelf life. You won’t be here forever.”

With that in mind, Buck Showalter 
just finished up his seventh full season 
as the Orioles’ manager. At one time, 
his stature in Baltimore seemed unas-
sailable. But after a stunning miscue in 
choice of relief pitchers during the 2016 
Wild Card game against the Toronto 
Blue Jays and a disappointing 2017 sea-
son, the idea that 2018 could be Show-
alter’s final one as Baltimore’s skipper 
doesn’t seem so shocking.

The Orioles have been fun and enter-
taining during the Showalter era. But 
since the team played the Kansas City 
Royals in the 2014 American League 
Championship Series, annual atten-
dance has dropped by more than 400,000 
fans. Clearly, with both Showalter and 
executive vice president of baseball op-

erations Dan Duquette unsigned beyond 
2018, speculation will mount about who 
might return and who might move on. 

On the football side of things in Bal-
timore, Ravens head coach John Har-
baugh has gotten to the top of the moun-
tain, leading the Ravens to a Super Bowl 
XLVII victory in New Orleans to cap off 
the 2012 season.

At the time of that Super Bowl win, 
Harbaugh had a .675 (54-26) regular-sea-
son winning percentage during his first 
five seasons. Since then, Harbaugh’s 
teams have gone a combined 35-38, en-
tering the 2017 bye week.

Overall, Harbaugh has an 89-64 re-
cord, which plays out to a .582 winning 
percentage. The problem for Harbaugh 
is that he set the bar so high during 
his first five season seasons that it now 
feels like he is grasping to try and rec-
reate what once came naturally. At one 
point, the expression “Play Like a Ra-
ven” meant something special. Now? Not 
so much.

Just before the 2017 season, Ravens 
owner Steve Bisciotti extended Har-
baugh beyond the 2017 lame-duck sea-
son. Bisciotti’s seeming support is so 
strong that he recently took to the air-
waves at a popular Ravens show broad-
casted from the Greene Turtle in Ocean 
City, Md., to trumpet his strong sup-
port for Harbaugh and general manager 
Ozzie Newsome.

But Bisciotti’s take didn’t sit well with 
a number of fans, which should alarm 
the longtime Ravens coach.

Getting back to the bigger picture. 
If I were a betting man, I’d say that the 

2018 season will be Showalter’s last in 
the Orioles’ dugout. After that, I’d guess 
that somehow he’ll be booted (by him-
self) upstairs. It’s not owner Peter An-
gelos’ modus operandi to fire executives 
before their contracts are up.

That’s what I think will happen. Now, 
if you ask me the very different question 
of what should happen, I’d hope that An-
gelos adds two years to both Duquette 
and Showalter’s deals, taking them 
through the 2020 season.

The football situation seems to be 
playing out to a scenario in which the Ra-
vens will miss the playoffs for the fourth 
time in five years. Since the Super Bowl 
victory, the only promising season came 
in 2014, when then-offensive coordinator 
Gary Kubiak was foisted upon Harbaugh 
-- and even that season has its own set of 
angst. The Ravens went 10-6 and made 
the playoffs but lost Kubiak to the Den-
ver Broncos.

Since then, Harbaugh has doubled 
down on two older, respected voices in 
the game -- first Marc Trestman, who 
lasted the 2015 season and a handful of 
games into 2016, and then current offen-
sive coordinator Marty Mornhinweg. 

Harbaugh’s playbook in Baltimore 
has been dotted with a lot of things that 
were out of his control -- the loss of run-
ning back Ray Rice, quarterback Joe 
Flacco’s staggering salary affecting the 
depth the club used to enjoy, lineback-
er Zachary Orr’s retirement and so on. 
With all that in mind, Harbaugh’s undo-
ing in Baltimore will still come down to 
his stubbornness and failure to look to 
a truly inventive new-school offensive 
mind.

The brand of offensive football Har-
baugh has opted in on has turned much 
of the fan base sour. At the end of the 
day, that’s not good for business, and 
Bisciotti will agree with Carmen Policy 
regarding the shelf life of coaches.

But whether Showalter and Har-
baugh survive and keep their jobs, one 
thing is for sure. They have been acts 
that will be very hard to replace, and the 
city of Baltimore has been lucky to have 
them both. •
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hen Jesse Iwuji played free safety for 
the Naval Academy from 2006-2009, 
he’d get nervous before the first play. 
He had studied the opposing team, 
but there was that moment when he 
wasn’t exactly sure what was com-
ing. But once the game started and he 
made contact, he was fine. 

Iwuji graduated from the Academy as a surface 
warfare officer, and with money saved from his deploy-
ments, he invested in his lifelong dream of becoming a 
professional race car driver. 

As the only Nigerian NASCAR driver on the racing 
circuit, Iwuji now experiences the same pre-game jit-
ters before a stock car race begins.

“I’m not afraid,” said Iwuji, 30, whose parents im-
migrated from Nigeria in the 1980s. “I still get butter-
flies. It’s the same rush of adrenaline -- very similar to 
football. I get a little nervous. Once the race begins, I’m 
fine.” 

Iwuji competed in drag races with a Chrysler 300 at 
Capitol Speedway in Crofton, Md., in 2010 before mov-
ing to California and upgrading his Dodge Challenger 
to 1,100 horsepower and participating in the Mohave 
Mile speed trial, where he hit 200 mph. 

He attended a car show in 2014 and left with an offer 

to try stock car racing. He participated in a stock car 
test race for the Performance P-1 Group at Irwindale 
Speedway, and one year later, he competed in the Whel-
en All-American Series, finishing 15th in his debut. 

He currently drives No. 36 for Patriot Motor Sports 
on the K&N Group West NASCAR circuit. 

“You think twice before doing certain things when 
it’s your car,” Iwuji said. “I needed to learn how to take 
turns at speed. A racing budget is expensive. You want 
to bring the car home clean. You are a little more cau-
tious.” 

After 40 races and practices on a race simulator in 
Ventura, Calif., Iwuji has worked his way up through 
the NASCAR levels

“Racing costs millions,” he said. “Rising up in the 
ranks is expensive. You can’t just show up at the track 
for practice unless you own the Walmart. I practice for 
hours and hours on my off days learning race craft. It’s 
not something you can start at a young age like basket-
ball or football.”

Iwuji believes his college training helped him man-
age a career in the Navy and on the race track. 

“I was working two jobs in college -- playing 13-14 
football games and studying calculus, chemistry, elec-
trical engineering and thermodynamics,” he said. “I’d 
have 15 minutes for lunch. Most college kids just focus 

on school.”
In 2016, Iwuji met former NFL linebacker and Mary-

land Terrapin Shawne Merriman at a fashion show in 
Los Angeles where Merriman was promoting his new 
clothing line. Iwuji is now the primary owner of Patriot 
Motor Sports, and Merriman owns the No. 36 race car, 
featuring on different occasions both a Toyota Camry 
and a Chevrolet Sports Sedan engine. 

Iwuji’s football and NASCAR career has already fea-
tured many highlights. In football, Iwuji said his most 
memorable moment came when Navy beat Notre Dame 
for the first time in 2007. In racing, he’s gone against 
the likes of Chase Elliott and Kevin Harvick, but his fa-
vorite moment occurred when he arranged for a young 
boy with a rare form of cancer to realize his dream of 
driving a race car from Las Vegas to Idaho.

“That was two years ago,” Iwuji said, “and he’s still 
alive. I wanted him to realize his dream.”

Despite all he’s accomplished, as one of only three 
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African-Americans on the NASCAR circuit, Iwuji likes 
to keep it all in perspective.

“My friends thought I was crazy at first,” he said. 
“I’ve always loved cars -- and there’s not a lot of Nige-
rians out there.” 

-- Dean Smith

Tigers Soccer Commit Grace 
Ambrose Follows Father’s 
Footsteps To Towson 

When Rob Ambrose was introduced as the head 
football coach at Towson University in January 2009, he 
told a story in his first news conference about how his 
family helped shape his decision to coach at his alma 
mater. 

The former offensive coordinator at the University 
of Connecticut, Ambrose missed a few too many of 
his young daughter Grace’s late November birthdays. 
When she called him out on it, Ambrose explained that 
as an assistant coach, he doesn’t make the rules or set 
the schedule. So, she simply asked him to get a new job 
as a head coach so he can make the rules and be home 
for birthdays more often. 

Fortunately for Grace Ambrose, Towson made her 
wish possible.

“When he came to Towson, I set ground rules,” Grace 
said. “I told him kids had to be allowed to come to work, 
coaches had to be with kids on their birthdays. That 
was just really important to me because that’s some-
thing I didn’t get a lot of growing up.”

Almost nine years later, Rob will be able to continue 
making it to birthdays. Grace will become a Tiger next 
fall as a goalie for the Towson women’s soccer team.

“For the longest time, when I was younger, really, I 

said I would never go to Towson,” Grace said. “I think 
it was in eighth grade, we were actually all sitting at the 
dinner table. I forgot how it came up, but I said, ‘I think 
I’ve decided I want to go to Towson.’ And my parents 
were like, ‘Can we have that in writing?’”

It was around that time Grace first stepped foot on 
a soccer field just as a favor to a friend. In her second 
year playing the game, she was the starting goalie and 
junior varsity captain at Towson High School. Just a 
couple years later, she began to seriously consider play-
ing at the collegiate level. 

Grace said the short amount of time she’s spent 
playing soccer has helped keep the game fresh and ex-
citing for her.

“I think, in the beginning of my junior year, I defi-
nitely started to feel a lot more involved,” Grace said. 
“The competition was constantly increasing, and I 
loved it. I think the cool thing about it is a lot of the 
girls who play soccer started when they were 8, and 
then they started getting involved in club teams, and 
they’ve been playing showcases since they were little. 
But by now they’re all burnt out. They don’t have all of 
this passion and excitement for it.”

While the fall months have remained busy for Rob, 
he has tried to watch as many of Grace’s games as pos-
sible. The former Towson football player couldn’t help 
but see a bit of himself in Grace.

“She played just out of fun and love for the game, but 
she’s also my kid,” Rob said. “So once she starts play-
ing something, she’s kind of uber-competitive.”

His most vivid memory of his daughter’s progres-
sion was in a club game against a highly touted oppos-
ing team. Rob recalls seeing Grace stop all but one of 
about 17 shots on goal. On one save, Rob saw his first 
born come out of goal, sacrificing her body and caus-
ing a pile as she stuffed the shot -- leaving her dad and 
younger brother in awe.

“I turned and looked at my son and said, ‘Your sister 
is a badass,’” Rob said. “I didn’t know what else to say.”

As a coach, Rob has recognized the potential Grace 
possesses to play a Division I sport. Now with his 
daughter on her way to becoming the next Ambrose at 
Towson, Rob will be able to see that potential mani-
fested.

“I realized, watching my daughter, she’s raw as can 
be,” Rob said. “There’s a lot of intangibles, that as a 
coach you’re looking at like, ‘She might be able to help 
a program along the way.’ She’s behind the curve, for 
all of the years playing, but she’s got a pretty high ceil-
ing depending on what she does with it.”

-- Simon Habtemariam

  FRONT ROW
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ven though the Balti-
more Blast will be play-
ing in a smaller facility 
this season and beyond, 
team officials believe the 
move from Royal Farms 
Arena to the suburbs will 

benefit the Blast financially and bring the 
team closer to its fan base.

After 37 seasons playing at the arena in 
downtown Baltimore, the Blast -- which be-
gan its quest for a third consecutive Major 
Arena Soccer League championship Nov. 
10 -- signed a three-year deal in late August 
to make its new home the SECU Arena, lo-
cated on the campus of Towson University. 
In an Aug. 31 statement, the Blast said it 
likes the more convenient parking, better 
concession stand values and sight lines at 
SECU Arena. 

But the move still represents a sig-
nificant change. For a soccer game, Royal 
Farms Arena has a seating capacity of 

10,800. The Blast’s new home will seat 
about 4,000.

Last season, the Blast averaged a 
league-best 6,299 fans per game, accord-
ing to the Major Arena Soccer League’s 
website. Blast team president and general 
manager Kevin Healey and team officials 
are hoping they will sell out at home on a 
regular basis.

Healey said the Blast’s attendance is 
often driven by group sales, and assistant 
general manager Mike Conway said they’ll 
need to spread out the groups a bit more 
due to playing in a smaller site, something 
they have been working on. 

“[This is] going to be a bit of a challenge,” 
Healey said. “It’s a bit of a jigsaw puzzle. 
[We need] to get that puzzle together.”

Conway said the move just made sense 
given the large number of Blast fans in the 
suburbs.

“We are kind of implanted where the 
strongest parts of our fan base are,” Con-
way said. “Our strongest part is Baltimore 
County and Harford County; that’s a prov-
en fact, and hopefully this move will benefit 

not only us but our fan base.”
Healey and Conway hope to increase 

supply and demand while pushing season-
ticket sales, advance walk-up and the pur-
chase of mini-plans.

“We were looking at where we do attract 
our people from, and we attract a lot from 
the suburbs -- so we moved to the sub-
urbs,” Healey said. “We’ve got to maximize 
revenue. It’s full steam ahead now.”

Blast owner Ed Hale praised Towson 
University officials for their part in helping 
make the move possible.

“It has been a pleasure to work with 
Towson University’s leadership group to 
bring our team closer to our core audi-
ence,” Hale said in the statement. “The 
University’s leadership team has opened 
their arms and welcomed us into their 
state-of-the-art-venue.”

Fans will be paying a bit more for tickets 
this season, but the higher prices include 
parking. Individual tickets range from $23 
to $50, but there are discounts for multiple-
game packages. Healey said the Blast was 
not receiving parking revenue from the city 

while playing at Royal Farms Arena, even if 
the fans parked in the local garages.

As for concession sales, the Blast did re-
ceive money from the Royal Farms Arena, 
but the team will get a bigger cut at SECU 
Arena, even though prices are lower.

The move will make it more difficult to 
buy walk-up tickets, however. Healey said 
fans shouldn’t assume every game will be 
a sellout, but they should call the ticket of-
fice to check.

“They’re going to have to kind of get on 
the stick early and get their tickets ahead 
of time,” Conway said.

Blast officials are still waiting to gauge 
fan reaction to the move.

Conway said he recently spoke with a 
season-ticket holder who had been with the 
team since the 1980s and was unsure about 
the move. She then came to the fan day the 
Blast held at SECU Arena in early October 
and got a good look at the building.

After that, Conway said, the season-
ticket holder told him she felt much better 
about everything.

“It’s just different,” he said. “Some peo-
ple are on a wait-and-see thing. The major-
ity understand it and they get it, but not 
everybody likes change. I am hearing a lot 
of positives from the local soccer commu-
nities, and I think it’s going to be a good 
thing in the long run.” •

  Jeff Seidel

Blast’s Move To Towson’s SECU 
Arena Gets Team Closer To Fan Base

E

Balanced media coverage with a slant.

JmoreLiving.com

 SPORTS BUSINESS

For Blast ticket information 
fans can visit,  

baltimoreblast.com/tickets/  
or call 410-732-5278



@PRESSBOXONLINE  |  PRESSBOXSPORTS  |    |  NOVEMBER 2017  |  9

ust about everyone fa-
miliar with the issues 
of sports and gambling 
realizes there will be 
much broader wagering 
on sports in America 
sooner or later.

In Maryland, it’s a good bet that the 
pace of things means you can emphasize 
“later,” but more on that in a bit.

Last month marked the 25th anni-
versary of a federal law with the lofty 
name of the Professional and Amateur 
Sports Protection Act, otherwise known 
as PASPA.

That law has prohibited the vast ma-
jority of states from introducing sports 
wagering while grandfathering four 
states that had some sort of sports bet-
ting prior to PASPA’s enactment, most 
notably Nevada. And it’s clear now that 
one thing the law with the word “protec-
tion” in its title actually protected was 
illegal sports book operations.

That’s not just the opinion of those 
who have long supported loosening laws 
on sports wagering. It’s also the opin-
ion of law enforcement. Last month, the 
national Fraternal Order of Police said 
in a statement: “It’s clear PASPA is not 
working. Simply put, the ban has not 
stopped fans from betting on sports -- 
it’s just driven it underground.”

New Jersey has been in the van-
guard of the effort to repeal, amend or 
do an end-run around PASPA and has 
advanced its fight to the U.S. Supreme 
Court, which will hear oral arguments in 
December for a case (captioned Chris-
tie v. NCAA) pitting New Jersey against 
the major pro sports leagues and the 
NCAA which have used PASPA to block 
attempts at legalized sports wagering. A 
Supreme Court decision is expected no 
sooner than next spring.

All this comes against the backdrop 
of the NFL, NHL and WNBA locating 
franchises in Las Vegas; pro sports com-
missioners, such as the NBA’s Adam 

Silver and MLB’s Rob Manfred, publicly 
preparing for sports betting as the new 
normal; and state after state lining up 
to take advantage of that new normal 
whether it’s a judicial or Congressional 
thunderbolt that strikes down PASPA.

And that brings us to Maryland.
However and whenever the broad ban 

on sports betting is lifted, a number of 
states are taking anticipatory steps to 
jump in as soon as possible.

Most recently, Pennsylvania passed 
sweeping gambling changes that include 
establishing a framework for legalizing 
and regulating legal bookmaking op-
erations. Delaware has been champing 
at the bit ever since 2009-2010 when it 
was forced to settle for parlay wagering 
after losing its own court battle against 
the defenders of PASPA. New Jersey, of 
course, will be in a mad dash to set up 
sports books. And even the West Virginia 
Lottery is paying for a study on sports 
wagering to get the ball rolling.

As far as Maryland governmental ac-
tivity?

Crickets.
Well, some are making noise, such as 

the casino industry.
Joe Weinberg, chief executive of Cord-

ish Global Gaming, part of the corporate 
umbrella that owns Live! Casino in Ha-
nover, Md., is urging action.

“Given the industry’s proven track 
record in generating significant tax dol-
lars to the state, it is clearly in the state’s 
interest to maintain the industry’s high 
level of competitiveness and ensure the 
state’s casinos are able to compete on 
a level playing field with our neighbor-
ing states,” Weinberg said in an email. 
“We have one of the strongest gaming 
industries in the country with extreme-
ly attractive facilities that are located 
convenient to large population bases. 
It is in the state’s interests to maintain 
the success of the industry, and like any 
business, that means both encouraging 
reinvestment and giving the industry 
the reasonable regulatory framework to 
keep its product current so it can com-

pete in an ever changing environment.”
However, Maryland’s timeline regard-

ing sports wagering can be protracted, 
to put it tactfully. Introducing sports 
gambling represents a significant expan-
sion of gaming and must be approved by 
voters in a statewide referendum. The 
next opportunity would be next year 
and if that deadline is missed, the next 
chance would be November 2020.

Last year, a legislative proposal to 
merely study sports gambling couldn’t 
make an inch of progress, and Del. Frank 
Turner (D-Howard), co-chairman of the 
Joint Committee on Gaming Oversight, 
doesn’t see a need for urgency.

“If it were up to the committee, it 
would be in 2020, but there are some peo-
ple who want it to be 2018,” Turner said 
of a sports wagering referendum.

“We’re still waiting for the decision on 
the New Jersey-NCAA case, and once the 
Supreme Court decides that case, that 
will give us better direction.”

Just a reminder: It’s quite possible 

there will be no Supreme Court decision 
until after the Maryland General Assem-
bly finishes its 2018 session.

Turner, who has been instrumental 
in advancing gaming legislation in the 
past, makes the point that sports wager-
ing has not moved the needle revenue-
wise dramatically in Nevada.

“When you look at Las Vegas, [sports 
wagering] is such a small percentage of 
casino revenues, about 1.95 percent, and 
I’m not sure we’d do that much here,” 
Turner said. “So it’s certainly not go-
ing to provide a windfall, regardless of 
whether we do it in 2018 or 2020.”

Weinberg sees sports wagering as 
beneficial beyond the specific revenue it 
generates.

“Sports wagering located at the 
State’s six casinos [is] projected to gen-
erate close to 2 million incremental ca-
sino visits annually and over $100 million 
of new tax dollars to the state, primarily 
through spin-off casino gaming partici-
pation by this new market of players,” 
Weinberg wrote.

In the casino business -- as in sports 
-- you are either moving ahead or falling 
behind -- at least that seems to be Wein-
berg’s message.

“It is critical,” he said, “that the 
state’s casinos continue to remain com-
petitive in the regional marketplace and 
be in a position to offer the full comple-
ment of gaming alternatives, including 
sports wagering, to ensure the industry 
continues to generate high levels of rev-
enue support to the state.” •

 MARYLAND
GAMING

  Bill Ordine

Broader Sports Wagering On Horizon, But 
Odds Are Maryland Won’t Be At Forefront

J
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What’s your favorite “cheat” food?
Ice cream.

Who was your favorite sports star when you were a kid?
I have a couple. If it’s basketball, Kobe Bryant. If it’s golf, Tiger Woods. 
Baseball: Ken Griffey Jr. Football: Emmitt Smith.

If you weren’t playing football what would you be doing for a living?
Special education teacher at the high school level. I got my degree in 
mild to moderate disabilities in special education. Do that, teach and be 

a high school coach.

On a scale of one (terrible) to 10 (awesome), what is your cooking ability?
Ten. I love to barbecue, I love to saute, I love to marinate, smoke things. 
And I can also just follow recipes. I like the challenge of cooking. It’s 

easier on my wife, because the kids like to mess with her.

What’s your favorite thing to do on an off day? 
Play with my kids, wrestle with them. If I have time, go to the movies. I 
love going to the movies, whether it’s by myself or with my wife or friends.

What’s your favorite city to visit on the road?
Dallas was always fun. Minneapolis. They have a cool indoor mall, movie 
theater really close. When I was in San Diego all those years I’d find the 

nearest movie theater and watch at least two or three movies on the road on Saturday.

What is your all-time favorite movie?
That’s tough. It has to go probably by genre. “Braveheart,” “Gladiator,” 
“The Transformers,” “Lord of the Rings,” “Interstellar.” I’m more of an 

action, sci-fi guy. 

Do you have any pets?
We used to have two dogs. We gave them away when we had our fourth 
kid. We had a golden retriever and a boxer. Had them for eight years. We 

gave them to some family friends. But we’re getting another.

What’s on your bucket list as far as a place to visit that you’ve never 
been to before?
A couple years ago it was the Masters, but my buddy (Charley Hoffman) 

plays on tour and he was able to get me tickets because he played in it. ... Alaska 
comes to mind. My parents have been there. A long time ago, took a cruise and spent 
like 10 days, and they said out of all the trips they’ve ever done it was their favorite. 

What’s your favorite thing about Baltimore?
I probably can’t say one, but it’s a football town. I feel like I fit in with 
the people here. The food’s great, there’s a lot to do. ... Our kids and 

ourselves, we’re always outdoors doing something.
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The Baltimore Early Phase Unit is currently seeking volunteers to participate in 
a clinical research trial to evaluate a new investigational medication.

This study has 1 screening visit, 3 periods of 4D/3N in-house stays and 1 outpatient visit.

For more information, please 
visit www.PAREXEL.com/baltimore
or call us at 877.617.8839

WE ARE RECRUITING:

• Healthy males 

• Ages 40-55  

• BMI 18-30

• Nonsmokers

If you qualify you may receive up to $4,000.00 after 
completing all study required visits.

© 2017 PAREXEL International Corporation. All rights reserved. 

PARTICIPATE IN A CLINICAL
RESEARCH TRIAL

The Baltimore Early Phase Clinical Unit, located at Harbor Hospital in Baltimore, MD 
is seeking volunteers with Chronic Plaque Psoriasis to participate in a clinical research
study to evaluate a new investigational medication. 
You may be randomized to receive the study medication or placebo.

For more information, 
please visit our website
www.PAREXEL.com/baltimore
or call 800.797.2448

YOU MAY BE ELIGIBLE 
IF YOU ARE

Over 18 and have
had Psoriasis for 
at least 6 months

The study involves 1 screening visit 
and 14 outpatient visits throughout 
the study.

If you qualify you may receive up to 
$2,240.00 for completing the study.

© 2017 PAREXEL International Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Do you, or someone you know, have

CHRONIC PLAQUE PSORIASIS?





avens rookie cornerback Marlon Hum-
phrey had played just a few dozen snaps 
in his NFL career when he replaced Jim-
my Smith for a series early in the second 
quarter against the Pittsburgh Steelers 
in Week 4.

Humphrey immediately found him-
self staring across the line of scrim-

mage at All-Pro receiver Antonio Brown. Quarterback 
Ben Roethlisberger noticed the matchup, too, and tested 
the rookie right away by lofting a deep ball down the left 
sideline intended for Brown. But Humphrey ran stride for 
stride with Brown, and the pass fell incomplete.

If that was Humphrey’s welcome-to-the-NFL test from 
Roethlisberger, he passed with flying colors, and he has 
continued to do so in what has been an impressive first 
season.

“That was definitely crazy,” Humphrey said as he re-
called staring down Brown. “You can only get better when 
you’re going against some of the best guys.

“... I like to be in those types of matchups. Those are, I 
think, what makes a great corner.”

Entering the bye week, Humphrey had 15 tackles and 
five pass breakups, and perhaps most significantly, he 
stepped in capably while Jimmy Smith dealt with a nag-
ging Achilles injury. The lack of secondary depth had been 
a critical shortcoming for the Ravens in recent years. 

“I don’t think he is a typical rookie,” said Ravens de-
fensive coordinator Dean Pees, who noted Humphrey has 
impressed since his first organized team activity workouts. 
“All we had to do was really see once the season started 
if there would be a drop-off, and I don’t think there has 
been.” 

The 6-foot, 197-pound Humphrey has long arms, is 
physical at the line of scrimmage and breaks well on the 
ball. 

“You can see his press ability is really good,” Smith said. 
“The more he gets in the game, the better he is.”

And as Humphrey showed against Brown, he has been 
able to stay with receivers deep. His speed was never in 
doubt, as he was a state champion sprinter and hurdler 
in high school. But there was concern his eagerness would 
leave him susceptible to double moves and deep passes. 
None of those concerns has materialized. 

“He’s got all the attributes, not just the physical abil-
ity but the mental side,” said Ravens veteran safety Eric 
Weddle, who noted Humphrey, 21, sits next to him in meet-
ings and soaks up advice. “He’s a student of the game. He 
wants to be good. He doesn’t have an ego. It’s refreshing to 
see a young guy who came in, who’s talented ... but is hum-
ble enough to be able to be taught and to learn the game.”

There was never any doubt that Humphrey had the 
pedigree; his father, Bobby, played four years in the NFL 
and was a Pro Bowl running back for the Denver Bron-
cos in 1990. Like his father, Humphrey played collegiately 
at Alabama, where the younger Humphrey twice played 
in the national championship game before declaring for 
the draft after his sophomore season. And like his father, 
Humphrey was a first-round draft pick.

But there was at least modest surprise when the Ra-
vens selected Humphrey with the No. 16 overall pick. 

After all, the Ravens had already signed Brandon Carr 
to bolster the secondary. Smith was entrenched as one 

starting cornerback and emerging slot corners Tavon 
Young and Maurice Canady were on the roster as well. The 
prevailing opinion was that the Ravens would use their 
first draft pick to address an offense that had struggled for 
much of the 2016 season and was losing wide receiver Steve 
Smith Sr. to retirement.

Three receivers linked to the Ravens in many mock 
drafts -- Corey Davis, Mike Williams and John Ross -- all 
were claimed in the top 10 picks, long gone by the time the 
Ravens were on the clock. Alabama tight end O.J. Howard 
was still on the board, but in keeping with a central theme 
of the Ravens’ offseason activity, they focused on defense 
and selected Humphrey.

They also kept with another theme -- mining talent 
from Alabama, where general manager Ozzie Newsome 
had been a star player. The Ravens have drafted nine play-
ers from Alabama, the most from any school.

“He was by far the best player that we were going to 
take,” Newsome said the night Humphrey was drafted. 

Humphrey said he wasn’t expecting to be drafted by 
the Ravens given their perceived depth at cornerback, and 
he acknowledged he has heard some of the chatter criticiz-
ing the Ravens for bypassing Howard and other available 
options on offense. That criticism only grew as the Ravens’ 
offense sputtered during the first half of the season, but 
Humphrey said he doesn’t take it personally.

“I’m getting playing time here, so I guess it all worked 
out,” he said.

Humphrey got off to a slow start, though, missing ex-
tensive time in the preseason while dealing with a ham-
string injury. That set off alarm bells among Ravens fans, 
who had watched as 2015 first-round pick Breshad Perri-
man was injured in training camp and proceeded to miss 
his entire rookie season. 

“It was disappointing,” Humphrey said of that training 
camp inactivity, “because I couldn’t be out there. ... I’m the 
first-round pick and everybody wants to see me play, and 
I felt like I hadn’t shown my teammates that I can play.”

Once the hamstring healed, it didn’t take long for Hum-
phrey to assert himself. He played nine defensive snaps 
during the season opener, and his workload gradually in-
creased. By midseason, Humphrey was playing extensive-
ly, with Carr moving inside to play the slot at times. The 
idea was to blanket the field with the Ravens’ best corners, 
and by midseason Humphrey had already established 
himself as one of their best corners.

“He is fast, physical, big, he uses his hands, and he is 
into the game plan,” Pees said earlier this season. “He has 
all those things that you want a DB to possess. I think that 
he is just a really good player, a really good talent.” •
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Rookie Cornerback Marlon Humphrey 
Already Making An Impact For Ravens
  Bo Smolka  
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  THE 15

If there’s one thing that can bring us together 
in 2017, it has to be the celebration of gluttony 
on Thanksgiving, right? Like the rest of us, 
Ravens players will enjoy devouring all sorts 
of food this Thanksgiving. So for The 15 this 
month, we asked Baltimore Ravens players 
one very simple question.

“What’s on your Thanksgiving menu this 
year?”

Here’s what we found out.
 

OFFENSIVE LINEMAN LUKE BOWANKO
“I just learned what dressing is last year, so a bunch 
of dressing. Sweet potato casserole, green bean cas-

serole, all the casseroles. Or dressings! That’s what’s on my 
menu. For dessert, I’ll probably go with some more dressing, 
sweet potato casserole with some ice cream on it. (Laughs.) 
No, I’m a big pie guy. Apple pie, blueberry pie, not a big pump-
kin pie guy. But Thanksgiving is pie season. I’m all in on pies.”

 LINEBACKER TYUS BOWSER
“It’s been a while since I’ve actually had a real 
Thanksgiving dinner. Ideally, you always got to have 

the turkey there. I’m a big dressing guy, love dressing with the 
cranberry sauce. And then you got to have the dessert. From 
sweet potato pie to -- just depends on where I’m at because we 
always have Thanksgiving with different types of people -- but 
I mean you can go from velvet cake to ... it’s like some type of 
coconut pie. That was great, too. And there’s like a lemon pie 
that my auntie makes. It’s a 10 every single time. That’ll prob-
ably be on my menu.” 

LONG SNAPPER MORGAN COX
“On my plate I’ll probably have some ham, potato 
salad, some dressing, southern style. Some people 

might call it stuffing. Dessert’s important. I’m really kind 
of ‘whatever the host provides, I can eat.’ Sweet potato pie, 
yeah. I failed to say that first. What is it that my grandmother 
makes? Sweet cream corn. What else? I know there’s some 
greens in there. Beans, string beans. Oh gosh, biscuits. Oh my 
gosh, I usually load up my biscuits. I was going to end every-
thing with the gravy -- it’s just going to be on top of everything. 
It’ll just cover everything, at least one good layer. And then 
usually I’ll basically sample everything at the table and then 
come back -- seconds are what I really love, not of everything.” 

DEFENSIVE LINEMAN CARL DAVIS
“First of all, I got to find somebody to cook for me. 
But if I can have it my way, I definitely would like 

some chicken, macaroni and cheese, some yams, some greens. 
Definitely some banana pudding and sweet potato pie. Prob-
ably after that I’d just like a nice couch to lay on.”

 DEFENSIVE LINEMAN WILLIE HENRY
“Probably some good ol’ turkey, some dressing, 
some macaroni and cheese, greens. Probably some 

stuffing, sweet potatoes, all that. For dessert, I like sweet po-
tato pie. My mom just made me one -- it was so good. My girl 
can make one, my auntie makes a good one, too. Some cheese-
cake. I do not like German chocolate cake. I do not like coco-
nut. Please don’t make me no German chocolate cake.”  

OFFENSIVE TACKLE AUSTIN HOWARD
“I’ve always been a big fan of dressing. My mom 
used to make it really, really good. She was the best 

at it -- and cranberry sauce. I believe she gave the recipe to my 
wife, so, hopefully, we have some of that, but who knows? My 
wife can cook for an army, so I’m sure that she’s going to have 

a lot of good things for us to enjoy Thanksgiving Day. For 
dessert, I’m more of a candy guy. I’m not a big dessert guy. 
Cakes, pies, they’re OK. But give me some Laffy Taffy or some 
Skittles or something.” 

LINEBACKER MATT JUDON
“I can’t get bloated before the game. But if football 
wasn’t a factor ... that cornbread dressing, some 

yams, some turkey, a whole bunch of sweet potato pie. I love 
me some dressing. Some mashed potatoes and gravy. I don’t 
eat macaroni and cheese, but there’ll be a whole bunch of 
macaroni and cheese around my house. Macaroni and cheese 
is nasty! Mark my words, don’t ever eat it. If you haven’t ate it, 
good for you. I ain’t never liked macaroni and cheese since I 
was a wee tot.”

PUNTER SAM KOCH
“Basically, whatever my wife makes. We usually got 
chicken, we’re going to have stuffing, corn soufflé. 

We’ll do turkey, too. Sometimes we’ll do a little bit of chicken, 
turkey and ham. Just kind of get a mix of all of it. But corn 
soufflé, stuffing, corn casserole and pumpkin pie.”

WIDE RECEIVER JEREMY MACLIN
“My mom’s sweet potato pie. No. 1 most impor-
tant thing right there. Ham, turkey, some mac and 

cheese, green beans, some cabbage, cornbread, stuffing, all of 
the good stuff. But it’s got to be my mom’s sweet potato pie.” 

LINEBACKER C.J. MOSLEY
“It depends if my family comes up or not. If they 
come up, it’s probably going to be everything you 

can think of. My favorite’s always the dressing. I love dressing 
and some good turkey and ham. If not, I might hang out with 
a friend of a teammate and eat off their plate. [Kicker Justin] 
Tucker was just asking everybody, ‘pumpkin pie or sweet po-
tato pie?’ I’ll probably go with sweet potato pie.” 

LINEBACKER PATRICK ONWUASOR
“Some turkey, some mac and cheese, mashed pota-
toes, some green beans, spinach and collard greens. 

For dessert, I’ll take some sweet potato pie. I go to somebody 
else’s house or whoever’s at my house, I eat what they’re cook-
ing. I’m not that picky.” 

WIDE RECEIVER BRESHAD PERRIMAN
“Everything. Fried chicken, macaroni and cheese, 
a little salad -- that’s my only healthy dish. I need 

some cake -- like some lemon cake, pound cake, anything. 
Turkey. I can’t even think of everything right now. I don’t eat 
too many vegetables. I ain’t a vegetable guy. So no collard 
greens, nothing like that. But definitely fried chicken, turkey, 
macaroni and cheese, yellow rice and some cake.”

OFFENSIVE LINEMAN MATT SKURA
“Sweet potato casserole with the marshmallows on 
top. That’s like my No. 1 dish so far. Definitely tur-

key. A good stuffing with oysters in it. I like ham over turkey a 
little more. I’m more of a ham guy. Dessert ... pumpkin pie of 
course. I could eat a whole pumpkin pie with some whipped 
cream. That’s my favorite. 

KICKER JUSTIN TUCKER
“We like to keep it classic. So more than likely it’ll 
be turkey, mashed potatoes, stuffing, gravy all over 

the place. You got to have the cranberry sauce -- sweeten it 
up a little bit. I definitely will mix [foods together] for sure. 
Dessert, I think you got to go with pumpkin pie. This will be 
[our son’s] second Thanksgiving and his first one as a full, full 
participant. Last year we had to really cut up small bites for 
him because he was just starting to eat solid food. This time 
around I’m sure he’ll be ready to go to town.” 

 CORNERBACK LARDARIUS WEBB
“My mom, my dad come up and cook for the family. 
It’s always football season, so I can’t do too much. 

I’m a mac and cheese-type guy. Macaroni, the dressing, sweet 
potato pie, red velvet cake, potato salad, everything! I’m from 
Alabama. It’s a must and it’s going to be there.” •

Ravens  
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[ by glenn clark  |  pressbox is available every month on the 15th  ]
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he success of an NFL head 
coach often depends upon 
the player in charge of run-
ning the offense. A quarter-
back’s proficiency, in turn, 

can be greatly enhanced by the guidance of 
an outstanding coach.

Bill Walsh and Joe Montana. Vince Lom-
bardi and Bart Starr. Tom Landry and Rog-
er Staubach. Bill Belichick and Tom Brady. 
Chuck Knoll and Terry Bradshaw.

Each formidable pairing combined to win 
multiple Super Bowls, as did Shula and Bob 
Griese. Shula also got to the Super Bowl 
with Johnny Unitas and Dan Marino.

In case you didn’t notice, every person 
listed in the previous paragraph has been 
inducted into the NFL Hall of Fame, except 
Belichick and Brady, who will certainly join 

them in Canton, Ohio, one day.
This brings us to John Harbaugh and 

Joe Flacco, who have been at it together 
for 10 years with the Baltimore Ravens, go-
ing back to the 2008 season when the head 
coach and quarterback were both rookies. 
Though this tandem’s viability as Hall of 
Fame material is open for debate, there’s no 
arguing the Harbaugh-Flacco combination 
is a winner -- as evidenced by 10 postsea-
son victories, including Super Bowl XLVII 
in February 2013.

And they’re not done yet.
“Football, more than any sport, depends 

on the team more than individuals,” Ravens 
general manager Ozzie Newsome said. “But 
you can’t win without having a good quar-
terback and a top-level head coach. We have 
both with Joe and John.”

Soon after Harbaugh succeeded Brian 
Billick in 2008, the first-time NFL head 
coach joined Newsome at the league’s annu-
al draft. The Ravens were looking for a quar-
terback in the first round, one that could 
provide the team with a formidable passing 
attack for years to come.

“The plan was really set in terms that we 
were going to get a quarterback, and it was 
going to be either Joe or Matt Ryan,” Har-
baugh said. “If we were going to take Matt 
Ryan, we would have probably had to trade 
three or four picks to get up to the second 
spot. As a head coach, I loved both their per-
sonalities, and I loved them both on tape.”

Ryan competed in the prestigious Atlan-
tic Coast Conference with Boston College; 

DRAFT DAY
SURE, LUCK 
MEANS A LOT 

IN FOOTBALL. NOT 
HAVING A GOOD 
QUARTERBACK IS 
BAD LUCK.”

— DON SHULA 
HALL OF FAME HEAD COACH
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Flacco played for Division I-AA Delaware. 
That didn’t matter to Cam Cameron, then 
Baltimore’s offensive coordinator.

“Some of the deference went to Cam 
Cameron. He deserves a lot of credit on 
that,” Harbaugh said. “Cam really believed 
in Joe, really liked Joe and what he would do 
in the offense Cam envisioned.”

And so, after a series of trades, the Ra-
vens took Flacco with the 18th overall se-
lection. Ryan became a star with the At-
lanta Falcons, but now, nine years later, 
Harbaugh believes the scenario played out 
perfectly for Baltimore.

“I don’t want to disrespect Matt Ryan, 
but Joe’s our guy, and I couldn’t be happier 
with the fact that we drafted him,” Har-
baugh said. “I think if you step back and 
look at the big picture -- which is hard to do 
when you’re in the middle of it -- it’s pretty 
hard to say it hasn’t been a great thing.”

 
When the Ravens drafted Flacco, the ini-
tial plan was for him to learn on the side-
line. But, as fate would have it, the rookie 
was thrust into action far sooner than an-
ticipated.

As Baltimore prepared for its third pre-
season game against the St. Louis Rams, 
then-starting quarterback Kyle Boller had 
a separated shoulder and backup Troy 
Smith was dealing with tonsillitis. So, 
ready or not, Flacco was thrust into the 
starting role.

He performed well enough to get the 
nod in the regular-season opener against 
the Cincinnati Bengals. Thus, the novice 
coach made his debut with an untested 
quarterback.

“I was probably less worried about Joe 
than I was about me,” Harbaugh said. “You 
try to do your own job. It was my first regu-
lar-season game as a head coach, and I just 
didn’t want to screw it up myself. We prob-
ably both had the same thought that way. 
We were rookies together.”

Flacco had his own agenda to worry 
about, and impressing his new coach was 
low on the list.

“You want to prove to your new team-
mates that you can play at this level, that 
you can handle yourself well and carry your-
self well,” Flacco said. “I probably wasn’t 
thinking too much about a rookie head 
coach starting a rookie quarterback in the 
first game of the season. I was concerned 
about those other things. To my benefit, I 
probably didn’t realize yet how big the NFL 
was. As a kid, you’re just going out there 
playing the game.”

Flacco went 15 for 29 for 129 yards and no 
touchdowns. But he didn’t throw an inter-
ception, ran 38 yards for a touchdown and 
helped Baltimore win, 17-10

After that positive start, the Ravens 
went to the playoffs that season, reaching 
the AFC title game. Baltimore qualified 
for the postseason in each of the next four 
years, too, again reaching the AFC title 
game in 2011 and 2012.

Along the way, Flacco became the first 
starting quarterback in the modern era to 
win a playoff game in each of his first five 
seasons.

In their fifth straight postseason appear-
ance, the Ravens won the Super Bowl. In 
that game, Flacco was named Super Bowl 
MVP after throwing for 287 yards and three 
touchdowns during a 34-31 win against the 
San Francisco 49ers.

Under a shower of confetti at the Mer-
cedes-Benz Superdome in New Orleans, 
coach and quarterback walked off the field 
together with the gratifying, uplifting feel-
ing that comes with being a champion.

“That was five years in the making,” 
Flacco said. “From the time John came into 
this [Owings Mills, Md.,] building, before I 
was even here, that’s what he preached and 
that’s what our goal was, to win that Su-
per Bowl. We had been close. We had been 
to the point where we tasted it, but hadn’t 
quite done it yet. So when we got there and 
played the way we did in that situation, as 
you can imagine, it was one of the best all-

time feelings there is.
“And to do it with a guy that had not 

done it with anybody else, being that we 
were together the whole time, definitely 
made it more special.”

Sure, the Ravens had a standout defense 
led by linebacker Ray Lewis and safety Ed 
Reed. But winning it all with Flacco, and 
stepping stride to stride with his quarter-
back at game’s end, meant the world to 
Harbaugh.

“We both probably could relate to one 
another because, let’s face it, we both had 
some doubters,” Harbaugh said. “There 
were people out there who wondered if we 
could do that as a quarterback or a coach. I 
don’t think anyone doubted that Ray Lewis 
could win a Super Bowl. Or Ed Reed. My 
relationship with Ray, personally, is just 
tremendous. With Ed, tremendous. But 
they’re different than the one with Joe. It’s 
like when you have a different relationship 
with your kids. For Joe and I to share that 
moment after what we had gone through 
together, it was pretty fulfilling.”

The Cleveland Browns have gone 
through six head coaches and 20 start-
ing quarterbacks during the Flacco-Har-
baugh era.

Not surprisingly, Cleveland has reached 
the playoffs just once during that span. The 
Ravens, conversely, have enjoyed success 
for a decade with a pat hand at coach and 
quarterback.

“Look around the league. There are 
teams regularly searching for the right head 
coach or a quarterback that can win consis-
tently,” Newsome said. “I’m glad we’re not 
in that hunt.”

Few other owners or general managers 
can make the same claim.

“It’s rare to have a quarterback and a 
coach come in together and remain togeth-
er as long as we have,” Flacco said. “I would 
say it either works out long-term, or you’re 
done pretty quickly with each other. Obvi-

ously, I think we’re both very fortunate in 
the way it’s worked out.”

That’s how Staubach feels about the re-
lationship he had with his coach in Dallas.

“I was a lucky guy to play under Tom 
Landry for 11 years,” the six-time Pro Bowl 
quarterback said. “He made a big difference 
in my life because he was a fantastic strate-
gist and also a great person.”

There isn’t an NFL quarterback who 
hasn’t been criticized by columnists, talk-
show hosts and Twitter trolls. Flacco has a 
Super Bowl MVP award on his mantle, but 
he’s never more than an interception away 
from hearing boos from the home crowd.

After nine games this season, Flacco was 
picked off 10 times and threw only eight 
touchdown passes. Yet Harbaugh quickly 
jumped to his defense. Always has, always 
will.

“Even the best quarterbacks ever, guys 

like [Tom] Brady and [Aaron] Rodgers 
and Unitas, those guys had their bad mo-
ments. It goes with the position,” Harbaugh 
said. “Joe, or any quarterback, is going to 
take responsibility for whatever issues the 
team has. But for me, it’s your obligation 
and duty as a coach to have all your players’ 
backs, none more so than the quarterback. 
That having been said, it’s genuine. Because 
I genuinely like the guy, and I genuinely be-
lieve that no matter what happens, he is 
honestly trying to do everything he can to 
win football games.”

Flacco, of course, appreciates the senti-
ment.

“He’s always in my corner, and that’s 
big,” Flacco said. “When your coach is able 
to confidently support you, it means a lot. 
Even though it might not go a long way pub-
licly, it goes a long way in the locker room.”

That’s one reason why the Harbaugh-
Flacco union has lasted longer than most 
marriages.

“I think it is awesome,” Chicago Bears 
head coach John Fox said. “It tells you that 

you are winning a lot of games, the fact that 
you can be anywhere for 10 years. That is a 
positive thing for both of those positions.”

Like many couples, Harbaugh and Flac-
co have gone through good times and bad 
times together. If there’s a problem, it is ad-
dressed immediately.

“He always has an open-door policy,” 
Sam Koch, the Ravens’ punter since 2006, 
said of Harbaugh. “If you ever have [an is-
sue], we can always go talk to him. He’s very 
receptive to that as a coach, and that’s why 
I think him and Joe get along so well.”

That open door sometimes gets shut 
while Harbaugh and Flacco hash things out.

“The relationship we’ve built, I can go 
into his office and close the door and have 
a conversation,” Flacco said, “and we can 
both walk out of that room feeling better 
than when we walked into it.”

Since his arrival, Flacco has gone 
through five different offensive coordina-
tors. Having Harbaugh as his head coach 
makes the merry-go-round easier 
to ride.

THAT SUPER 
FEELING
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TOGETHER 
FOREVER

“It’s always good to have someone who can 
be a positive influence on some of those coor-
dinators before they start to develop an opin-
ion on their own,” Flacco said. “The other part 
of it is, when we are struggling as an offense or 
as a football team, no matter what the reason, 
I can always go over and talk to John. I should 
be comfortable talking with the coordinator, 
but I know I can always be comfortable talk-
ing with John and having honest conversa-
tions about how things are going.”

 

Harbaugh is under contract through 
next season, and Flacco is signed through 
2021. So they still have time to win another 
Super Bowl ring together.

“That’s what we’re working toward,” 
Flacco said. “Once you win it one time, you 
want to get back and you want to do it again. 
You don’t want it to end in a negative way. 
We’ve put in a lot of work as a football team, 
and you can see all the work he puts in as 
a head coach. You want to go out there and 
win for that kind of guy. And you want him 
to do it with you.”

Off the field, Harbaugh and Flacco of-
ten text and call each other, chatting about 
family, friends and, of course, football. They 
sometimes talk about getting the families to-
gether, but their age difference -- Harbaugh 
is 55, Flacco is 32 -- factors into the equation.

“It’s tough to say there’s a tight relation-
ship between his family and my family,” Flac-
co said. “ ... But I think we’ve built the kind 

of relationship that, when we’re both kick-
ing back in 15 years, then we’ll be two guys 
who can get together and look back at what 
we’ve been able to do together, for sure.”

That’s what happens when two guys 
chase a common goal for 10 years running.

“This game is about relationships. It is 
probably one of the cool things about the 
National Football League,” Fox said. “I am 
not sure people get that benefit in other 
walks. I know in this setting, those are life-
long friendships.”

Harbaugh is counting on it. Years from 
now, when football is behind them, the 
coach and his quarterback will have far less 
stressful lives.

“I’m sure we’ll play golf together, I’m sure 
we’ll have dinner together,” Harbaugh said. 
“At that point our friendship will grow even 
more because we’ll be looking back at this in-
credible thing. Now we’re like in the trenches 
together. I don’t think you can fight together 
for something without becoming close. We’ll 
probably understand the meaning of that 
more when we’re looking back on it.”

At some point, the conversation may 
turn toward where they stand on the list of 
great coach-quarterback tandems.

“Once you reach the point where you’ve 
been together for 10 years and you’ve done 
so much winning together, that’s saying 
something,” Flacco said. “I don’t think 
there are too many teams that have done 
more winning than we have. That can be 
overlooked.”  

– photography – 
cover & page 16-18: sabina moran/pressbox
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aseball’s annual Winter 
Meetings take place in 
Lake Buena Vista, Fla., 
Dec. 10-14. Here are five 
things to look for as the 
Orioles begin to make 
plans for next season.

1. THE ORIOLES WILL BE 
“IN ON” NEARLY EVERY 
FREE-AGENT STARTING 
PITCHER.

Everyone knows the Orioles need 
starting pitching, and by the time the 
Winter Meetings begin, some of the top 
names could already be committed to 
new teams.

If a starter is available, you can bet 
they’ll be linked with the Orioles -- even 
if that pitcher is also linked with a dozen 
other teams.

During executive vice president of 
baseball operations Dan Duquette’s ten-
ure (he’s beginning his seventh season), 
the Orioles haven’t announced a single 
agreement on a free agent -- pitcher or 

position player -- during the meetings.
In 2012, word leaked that outfielder 

Nate McLouth would re-sign with the 
team, but that deal wasn’t made official 
until after the Winter Meetings concluded.

Right-hander Darren O’Day report-
edly reached agreement on a four-year 
extension as the meetings began in 2015. 
O’Day’s deal, which required some alter-
ations after the original reports, didn’t 
become official until a few days after the 
meetings.

In 2015, there was plenty of talk about 
a return of first baseman Chris Davis, 
and last year, chatter focused on desig-
nated hitter Mark Trumbo’s possible re-
signing.

It took more than a month and count-
less more rumors for those reunions to 
occur.

2. THE ORIOLES WILL BE 
HEAVILY INVOLVED IN 
TRADE TALKS.

Duquette has been an active trader 
during his time with the team, but only 
one of his deals has been executed dur-
ing the meetings.

In December 2011, as the meetings 

were ending, Duquette traded for left-
handed pitcher Dana Eveland from the 
Los Angeles Dodgers. Eveland pitched 14 
times for the Orioles in 2012.

During the 2014 Winter Meetings 
there were some early rumors about the 
Orioles being interested in Pittsburgh 
Pirates outfielder Travis Snider as a re-
placement for departed free-agent Nick 
Markakis. Snider became an Oriole in 
late January.

Should the Orioles put third baseman 
Manny Machado or closer Zach Britton 
on the market, then the Orioles will be-
come a hot team in the hotel lobby dis-
cussions. However, Duquette has said 
neither player is available now.

Late each afternoon during the festiv-
ities, Duquette meets with Baltimore re-
porters to brief them on the day’s events. 
Invariably, he’ll mention meeting with 
agents and a few teams about prospec-
tive deals, but he won’t get specific.

3. THE ORIOLES’ 2018 
FREE-AGENT CLASS WILL BE 
HEAVILY TALKED ABOUT.

A year from now, Britton, Machado, 
center fielder Adam Jones and right-
handed reliever Brad Brach could all be 
free agents. For now, Britton and Mach-
ado are off the table, and Jones, who has 
more than 10 years of major league ser-
vice including five with the Orioles, can’t 
be traded without his approval.

A trade of Brach is certainly possible, 
but the club has two other looming free 
agents: Duquette and manager Buck 
Showalter.

Duquette was the subject of rumors 
in 2014 when the Toronto Blue Jays had 
interest in him as their team president. 
Duquette ended up staying with the Ori-
oles.

He could be on the market again next 
year. So could Showalter, who will begin 
his eighth full season and has the sec-
ond-longest managerial tenure in team 
history.

While Duquette will generally be avail-
able only to Baltimore reporters and on 
national TV and radio, Showalter could 
be questioned about his future during a 
session open to all media that each man-
ager holds during the meetings.

Duquette and Showalter were each 
given multi-year extensions in January 
2013.

4. SCOTT BORAS WILL 
PROCLAIM HOW VALUABLE 
EACH OF HIS CLIENTS IS.

One of the most entertaining parts of 
the Winter Meetings is when uber-agent 
Scott Boras holds court. Boras’ avail-
ability, which is unannounced but will be 
told to a handful of writers who spread 
the word, is held on the next-to-last day 
of the meetings.

Boras selects a location and a scrum 

ensues. He’ll stay as long as there are 
questions, and he occasionally drops 
some news about his Orioles clients.

Last year, he mentioned designated 
hitter Pedro Alvarez was transitioning 
to the outfield, an experiment that last-
ed just several weeks. He also predict-
ed that catcher Matt Wieters wouldn’t 
sign until January. Wieters didn’t reach 
agreement on a contract with the Wash-
ington Nationals until spring training 
began in February.

Boras represents Davis and Britton. 
Another Boras client is Colorado Rock-
ies outfielder Carlos Gonzalez, who the 
Orioles reportedly have some interest in. 
When questioned about Gonzalez, Bo-
ras may compare him with Barry Bonds. 
He’s not shy about boosting his players.

Boras also represents right-handed 
pitcher Jeremy Hellickson, who had a 
disastrous two months with the Orioles. 
There won’t be much interesting news 
there.

During his 2013 session, Boras talked 
about the good relationship he has with 
Duquette. “He’s got good hair, too,” Bo-
ras joked.

5. THE ORIOLES WILL MAKE 
AT LEAST ONE SELECTION 
IN THE RULE 5 DRAFT.

In Duquette’s first six Winter Meet-
ings, the Orioles took eight players in the 
Rule 5 draft. Five of them (infielder Ryan 
Flaherty, 2011; left-handed pitcher T.J. 
McFarland, 2012; right-handed pitch-
er Jason Garcia, 2014; outfielder Joey 
Rickard, 2015; and outfielder Anthony 
Santander, 2016) played for the Orioles 
the season they were drafted.

Another pick, Logan Verrett, a right-
hander selected along with Garcia in 
2014, ended up pitching for the Orioles 
last season after he failed to make the 
team and was lost on waivers to the Tex-
as Rangers at the end of spring training. 
Verrett went from Texas to the New York 
Mets, who traded him to the Orioles. 

The two Duquette Rule 5 picks who 
never played for the Orioles are third 
baseman Michael Almanzar, the 2013 se-
lection, and outfielder Aneury Tavarez, 
who returned to the Boston Red Sox late 
in last season’s spring training.

Who might the Orioles choose this 
year? Possibly another utility infielder. 
Flaherty lasted six seasons with the Ori-
oles and is now a free agent. The team 
may try to replace his versatility with a 
younger, cheaper version.

Currently, Steve Wilkerson, who 
played for Double-A Bowie and Single-A 
Frederick last season, is the favorite to 
replace Flaherty. Luis Sardinas, a short-
stop obtained on waivers from the San 
Diego Padres in May could challenge, too.

Each year, a team is said to have won 
the meetings with an avalanche of activ-
ity. It would be a surprise if the Orioles 
were that team in 2017. •

 ORIOLES REPORT

  Rich Dubroff
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hen catcher Welington Castillo decided 
earlier this month to decline his $7 million 
player option with the Orioles for 2018, one 
obvious question came to mind.

Is the Chance Sisco Era about to begin 
in Baltimore?

The answer, at least as we can best 
formulate it right now, is maybe.

Everyone loves prospects. And everyone wants to see 
just how good the most touted ones are. But prospects are 
people, too. They develop at different levels. There is no 
magic formula, no foolproof time to let them sink or swim.

That’s going to be one of the biggest challenges the Ori-
oles face in 2018. Handling Sisco correctly and/or evaluating 
him sufficiently will be essential for this organization going 
forward.

Because he could be a future star. Or he could be just 
another guy. The glimpses are there; so are the warts.

Sisco, the 22-year-old backstop, made his major league 
debut in early September and had six hits in 18 at-bats 
(.333 average), including two homers and two doubles.

He’s been the organization’s catcher of the future since 
the Orioles drafted him in the second round (61st overall) 
in 2013 out of a California high school.

Back then, the scouting report was that Sisco’s bat, 
if it continued to progress, would play in the big leagues. 
The concern was whether he could learn to be an effective 
catcher -- he played mainly shortstop in high school before 
settling behind the plate his senior year.

Fast forward four-plus years, and the evaluation, frank-
ly, is about the same.

Sisco has made some strides as a defensive player. In 
fact, some within the organization believe this was his best 
overall year -- even though he posted career lows in the mi-
nors for a full season in batting average (.267), on-base per-
centage (.340) and slugging percentage (.395) at Triple-A 
Norfolk -- due to the improvements he made in handling 
a game.

He’ll get a chance to start proving that next year 
now that Castillo is gone. But he still could be eased 
into the position. That probably would be the smart 
thing to do. And the Orioles have that luxury with Ca-

leb Joseph returning in 2018.
Joseph, who was once considered a good-hitting catcher 

with limited defensive skills in the minors, should be able to 
hold down the starting job next season thanks in part to an 
above-average skill set behind the plate.

That would allow Sisco to learn from Joseph and highly 
regarded catching instructor John Russell on a daily basis 
while playing maybe 40 or so big league games during the 
season.

Give him bite-size playing time, allowing Sisco to ma-
ture at the highest level.

But here’s the rub: Sisco turns 23 in February. He’s 
played 101 games at the Triple-A level. And we all know if 
Orioles manager Buck Showalter doesn’t trust a player’s 
defensive acumen, he is less willing to play him consistently.

So maybe the Chance Sisco Era in Baltimore shouldn’t 
begin fully in April.

Maybe you start him at Triple-A again, let him keep 
playing daily and find a veteran journeyman with decent 
defensive skills to be the backup to Joseph on Opening 
Day. A backup catcher’s role in the majors is typically de-
fense first, and there are plenty of guys out there who could 
fill that spot, whether it’s a familiar face such as Francisco 
Pena or someone who was with a different organization in 
2017 but is looking for a new job.

There’s also another interesting possibility here. The 
Orioles are expected to add defensive whiz Austin Wynns 
to the 40-man roster this winter to keep him from being 
exposed to the Rule 5 draft. Wynns has barely played above 
Double-A, where he hit .281 in 105 games for the Bowie Bay-
sox in 2017. But the former 10th-rounder in 2013 turns 27 in 
December.

It might make more sense to promote Wynns as a big 
league backup -- again, defense first -- while allowing Sisco 
to gain more experience catching.

Former Oriole Matt Wieters, who was supposed to be 
a catching wunderkind but was actually older than Sisco 
when he made his major league debut in 2009, said repeat-
edly that the most difficult challenge for him when he was 
a rookie was learning how to handle the game defensively. 
Anything offensively that he could provide early on was 
gravy, he figured.

The opposite might be true for Sisco.
He is better suited to help the Orioles offensively than 

defensively right now. In a small sample size, Sisco failed to 
throw out any of the five runners that stole on him in the 
majors last September. He also threw out only 23 percent 
of would-be base stealers in the minors in 2017 -- and that’s 
been his career average. Last season, the mid-range aver-
age for major league catchers throwing out base stealers 
was in the high-20 to low-30 percent range. Castillo led the 
majors with 49 percent.

Sisco still needs to improve his footwork and his me-
chanics while throwing -- scouts say he has arm strength. 
Then there’s pitch framing and blocking and all the other 
little things that make up a great catcher.

Perhaps the easiest scenario is for the Orioles to take 
three catchers north next year from spring training: Jo-
seph, Sisco and a defensive specialist. But that won’t hap-
pen. Showalter prefers having an extra reliever in the bull-
pen early on if possible. And the team likely will have to 
put outfielder Anthony Santander on the roster for nearly 
two months to fulfill his Rule 5 requirements that started 
in 2017.

So, the Orioles almost certainly will take only two catch-
ers. And the knee-jerk reaction is that Sisco will be one of 
them.

That’s what the fans want. They want to see prospects 
blossom. They want to see the future now. The Orioles have 
done that in the past, too. They’ve given starting jobs to 
players such as Nick Markakis, Wieters, Manny Machado 
and Jonathan Schoop and watched them flourish.

But each of those guys was ready defensively to at least 
play competently at their respective positions. That may 
not be the case for Sisco. Not yet anyway.

And that’s where the Orioles’ dilemma sits. Castillo’s out 
of the picture. Sisco can be in it, as a seldom-used backup or 
as a platoon with Joseph. Or he can spend a little more time in 
the minors working on defense in his age 23 year.

I’m not sure this one has been determined yet -- despite 
the obvious opening -- and it may not be until the final weeks 
of spring training. •
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e grow too soon old, too 
late smart” is an old 
proverb popular in Penn-
sylvania Dutch country, 
but you’d have a tough 
time convincing me it 
isn’t an old baseball ad-
age coined during a dull 

Winter Meetings many years ago. Prob-
ably around the same time “uneasy lies the 
crown atop a dynasty” became popular.

In case you missed it (and it was 108 
years in the making), baseball’s last dynas-
ty didn’t last a year. And the next one has 
already started? The Chicago Cubs’ regime 
had hardly ended before the baseball world 
was ready to proclaim the Houston Astros 
baseball’s dynasty in waiting, which at the 
very least is a rush to judgment.

Hopefully somebody thought to tell 
the Astros after their victory parade what 
Rick Dempsey said in the Orioles’ club-
house following the World Series in 1983. 
“Now comes the tough part,” said the un-
likely MVP of the Orioles’ last World Series 
championship, already looking ahead to a 
repeat performance that never came.

The former O’s catcher turned TV ana-
lyst never said truer words -- not even his 
oft spoken “nothing good ever happens af-
ter a walk” comes close. Little did he know 
how tough the “tough part” would be or 
how long the drought would last.

Winning the World Series in back-to-
back years has become almost as much an 
impossibility as it has become an obses-
sion. Cubs’ manager Joe Maddon, who said 
a year ago his team was assembled for the 
long run, found out the hard way just how 
tough it is to travel that road. 

World Series meltdown, burn out ... 
whatever you want to call it ... is real. The 

defending champions never really got close 
to putting it all together in 2017 -- and while 
we were all trying to figure out what hap-
pened, we tended to forget that it took 
an extra inning of the seventh game of 
the 2016 World Series for the Cubs to put 
away the Cleveland Indians, who were on 
a World Series losing streak of their own -- 
and, oh by the way, looking like a dynasty 
in the making.

They hadn’t even determined the win-
ning and losing shares before the World 
Series champion Astros were declared the 
next “dynasty” in the making. Yes, I know 
Sports Illustrated called this one with a 
cover story three years ago and the fore-
cast was for long-term domination, but the 
Astros are likely to find out they are swim-
ming in rough waters.

It’s not like this was an easy ride to the 
parade. It did take seven games to get past 
the upstart New York Yankees and seven 
more to outlast the Los Angeles Dodgers, 
not to mention a competitive series against 
the Boston Red Sox. The Indians, Yankees 
and Red Sox and possibly some others, will 
remain formidable contenders for the As-
tros’ American League championship; the 
Cubs still have the nucleus of their short-
lived “dynasty;” and the Dodgers aren’t 
likely to cut back on a payroll that is some-
where north of $200 million and are looking 
to start a dynasty of their own.

The Astros are good, with a chance to 
be great. But they aren’t quite ready for 
“dynasty” status. And it should be noted 
they had to find some spare parts, apply 
some Band-Aids if you will, to put together 
the final product, and they’ll need to do it 
again for 2018. 

And no, I’m not referring to right-
hander Justin Verlander as a “Band-Aid.” 
He was the support system for the start-
ing rotation. Now the Astros have to find 

somebody who can do that job in the bull-
pen. Then, maybe, we can start talking “dy-
nasty.”

•  •  •  •  • 
To these eyes, there wasn’t a more in-

triguing story in a World Series full of them 
than Astros pitcher Charlie Morton, who 
turned 34 Nov. 12. Simply put, he is a 6-foot-
5 right-hander who got lost in a crowd of 
high-end free agents and became an over-
night sensation nine years in the making.

And he was the kind of free-agent pitch-
er Orioles executive vice president of base-
ball operations Dan Duquette and every 
other executive craves -- one who turned 
out to be a two-year, $14 million bargain 
even though he pitched only 17 innings for 
the Philadelphia Phillies in 2016. 

“He always had the ability to make 
pitches,” said Clint Hurdle, Morton’s man-
ager with the Pittsburgh Pirates. “The [up-
swing] velocity was a little surprising, but 
the ability was there ... it was just the in-
consistency. The one consistent thing was 
injuries.”

Morton was going into the last year 
of a three-year contract with the Pirates 
when he was traded to the Phillies before 
the 2016 season. Despite making just four 
starts, Morton drew some interest on the 
free-agent market from a few teams, in-
cluding the Pirates.

“You have to give the Astros credit for 
being aggressive,” Hurdle said, “but at the 
end of the day the credit has to go to the 
player. Charlie had a lot of perseverance. 
He’s a great person who worked hard to 
put himself in a position to succeed.”

In the process, Morton has done some-
thing no other pitcher has ever done -- 
started and won the seventh game of a 
League Championship Series game, and 
finished and won the seventh game of the 
World Series. An overnight sensation, nine 

years in the making -- and maybe the best 
“feel good” baseball story of 2017, a year 
that had many of them.

•  •  •  •  • 
With Pete Rose out of the picture, there 

was reasonable expectation the Fox Net-
work’s pre and postgame shows during the 
postseason would take a step up from last 
year’s “laugh-in” spin-off. Unfortunately, 
that was daydreaming about better night-
time analysis.

Alex Rodriguez clearly offered the best 
analysis a year ago and wasn’t challenged 
in that regard this year, but he seemed 
more interested in setting up David “Big 
Papi” Ortiz as a personal ploy. Frank 
Thomas didn’t help things any, and Keith 
Hernandez, the only ex-player on the panel 
with broadcast experience, often seemed 
more confused than amused by the slap-
stick shtick.

It wasn’t very good -- or very funny.
•  •  •  •  • 

News flash: Johnny Cueto decides not to 
opt out of the last four years of his six-year, 
$130 million contract. Just a wild guess 
here, but I’m thinking he’s a lot happier 
about that than the San Francisco Giants, 
who get to pay the right-hander $21,833,000 
in each of the next four years. There’s also 
a $22 million team option for 2022 that I’m 
going to hazard a guess will not be picked 
up by the Giants, or any team they have to 
pay off to take Cueto off their hands.

News flash No. 2: Former Oriole Wei-
Yin Chen decides not to opt out of the last 
three years of his five-year, $80 million con-
tract, meaning the Florida Marlins have 
a $52 million obligation to a left-handed 
pitcher currently listed as damaged goods. 
(See above.)

It’s called “be careful what you hope 
for.”

On the other hand, there’s the case 
of CC Sabathia, once ensnarled in one of 
those dead-weight contract extensions, 
who seemingly reinvented himself as a left-
handed version of Bartolo Colon and gave 
the Yankees some quality innings, if not 
starts, and will be an intriguing free agent 
this offseason. •

Jim Henneman can be reached at 
JimH@pressboxonline.com
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ver since sophomore Max 
Bortenschlager became 
Maryland’s starting quar-
terback after freshman 
Kasim Hill suffered a torn 
ACL in his right knee 
during a loss to Central 

Florida Sept. 23, Bortenschlager’s coaches 
and teammates have lauded his quiet con-
fidence and even-keeled demeanor. 

Bortenschlager’s low-key personality 
was apparent well before the Terps were 
even on his radar, according to his private 
quarterback coach Levar Johnson, who be-
gan working with Bortenschlager after his 
junior season at Cathedral High School in 
Indianapolis.

“He was playing in seven-on-seven foot-
ball with me, and he thought that [Uni-
versity of] Buffalo was going to offer him,” 
Johnson said. “We had a meeting that night 
and [I] was like, ‘Hey, if Buffalo offers you, 
let me know. It’s a big deal.’ 

“And so we get up the next day, play in 
the tournament, get done with the tourna-
ment, go back to the hotel, everybody’s eat-
ing and whatnot, and I open my phone and 
on Twitter it says that Max Bortenschlager 
just got offered by Buffalo. And so I call him 
up. I’m like, ‘Max, why didn’t you tell me?’ 
He was like, ‘Oh, I just … I don’t know.’”

This year, however, the Terps have seen 
the mild-mannered, studious Borten-
schlager develop as a quarterback and a 
leader. Bortenschlager has played by far the 

most out of any Maryland quarterback this 
season due to injuries. Sophomore Tyrrell 
Pigrome suffered a torn ACL in his right 
knee during the Terps’ season-opening win 
at Texas Sept. 2, and Hill went down two 
games later. Bortenschlager himself was 
injured in two different games, which led to 
snaps for junior Caleb Henderson and red-
shirt sophomore Ryan Brand.

It’s the third straight season the Terps 
have had at least three different quarter-
backs start games, and this time the unfor-
tunate spate of injuries led to an opportu-
nity for Bortenschlager, who has played in 
eight games at quarterback -- starting six 
-- entering play Nov. 11.

“He’s definitely more confident,” junior 
running back Ty Johnson said of Borten-
schlager. “He talks way more, because him 
being the starting quarterback, he has to 
be more assertive and everything. He’s 
been more comfortable, and you can just 
see that when he’s on the field. He looks 
[smoother] when he’s in there throw-
ing the ball, going through his reads. He 
doesn’t look all jittery and everything.”

That Bortenschlager even was in a posi-
tion to be Maryland’s starting quarterback 
couldn’t have been predicted throughout 
most of his recruitment. Bortenschlager 
quarterbacked Cathedral’s varsity squad 
during his junior and senior seasons, pass-
ing for 2,270 yards and 21 touchdowns as a 
junior in leading Cathedral to the Indiana 
5-A state championship in 2014. 

Bortenschlager originally committed 
to Buffalo. But Maryland’s coaching staff, 

which was newly assembled under DJ 
Durkin in late 2015, lost Dwayne Haskins, 
a quarterback commit under the previous 
staff, to Ohio State. That left the Terps 
scrambling for quarterback depth, and 
new special teams coach Pete Lembo had 
known Bortenschlager from when he re-
cruited him at Ball State.

About a week before signing day in Feb-
ruary 2016, Bortenschlager received unex-
pected interest from Maryland.

“[Lembo] reached out to me and said, 
‘Would Max be interested in Maryland?’” 
Bortenschlager’s high school coach, Rick 
Streiff, recalled. “And I was like, ‘Oh boy, 
this is going to kind of shake up the apple 
cart, but let’s see what happens.’ Pulled 
Max out of class and I said, ‘Hey, any inter-
est?’ And he goes, ‘Coach, it’s the Big Ten,’ 
and I said, ‘Yup.’ He goes, ‘I’ve got to at 
least take some interest, don’t I?’ I go, ‘Son, 
it’s your four or five years, man. You’ve got 
to do what’s best for you. But it is Big Ten 
football.’”

That led to a visit to Maryland the week-
end before signing day.

“I talked to Coach Lembo, and then [of-
fensive coordinator Walt Bell] flew out,” 
Bortenschlager said. “We sat down and 
talked together during school, and then [I] 
came out and visited, and I loved it. Loved 
the coaches, loved the environment, what 
Coach Durkin’s all about, what he wanted 
his program to be about. And then, obvi-
ously, this is a great school academically, 
which was huge for me, too.”

Bortenschlager competed for time at 

quarterback right away as a true freshman 
in 2016, and though Perry Hills won the 
job and started 11 of Maryland’s 13 games, 
Bortenschlager got a chance to start at 
Nebraska last November. It was the first 
start of his career and only the second time 
he had played since becoming a Terp. He 
completed 14 of 29 throws for 191 yards, in-
cluding a 92-yard catch-and-run by receiv-
er DJ Moore, during the loss.

Bortenschlager worked with Johnson, 
a quarterback coach at InFocus Sports 
Training in Fishers, Ind., after the Terps’ 
season ended and again after school end-
ed the following spring. In watching film, 
Johnson said he noticed Bortenschlager 
held onto the ball too long, so the duo got 
to work on making quicker decisions with 
the ball. Johnson also told Bortenschlager 
he’d have to get better at extending plays 
with his legs.

Bortenschlager again competed for the 
Terps’ starting job this summer, but began 
the season third on the depth chart behind 
Pigrome and Hill. Bortenschlager struggled 
after getting thrown into the fire against 
UCF, throwing two interceptions and being 
sacked five times. But he bounced back a 
week later at Minnesota Sept. 30, complet-
ing 18 throws for two touchdowns and lead-
ing the Terps on a game-winning drive late 
in the fourth quarter. 

Since then, it’s been an up-and-down 
season for Bortenschlager, who is com-
pleting 51.2 percent of his throws for 1,007 
yards with 10 touchdown passes enter-
ing play Nov. 11. One of Bortenschlager’s 
points of emphasis has been quickening his 
decision-making process; he did the best in 
that regard during a win against Indiana in 
October when he completed 10 passes for 
171 yards and two touchdowns. Moore has 
also been helpful; Moore has caught nearly 
half of the completions by Maryland quar-
terbacks this season.

As Bortenschlager has developed, the 
temperament he’s had since high school 
endeared him to his teammates.

“I think one of Max’s strengths is that 
he is the same guy every day,” Bell said, 
“and when somebody has that type of men-
tal maturity -- the consistency they bring 
to the workplace every day -- I think those 
are the things that allow kids to get com-
fortable and know that they can count on 
this guy.”

Bortenschlager succumbed to the rash 
of injuries to Terps quarterbacks at Rut-
gers Nov. 4, when he was forced to leave the 
game with a shoulder injury after a big hit. 
Brand took over and nearly led Maryland 
to an overtime session against the Scarlet 
Knights.

The camaraderie among quarterbacks 
has helped Bortenschlager.

“Me, Caleb [Henderson] and Ryan, 
we’re really good friends,” Bortenschlager 
said. “[Oct. 30], actually, we went to Loo-
ney’s and watched ["Monday Night Foot-
ball"] and went back to my room and 
watched some TV. We’re a really close 
quarterback room. It’s been fun. They’re 
my biggest supporters.

“I think they help me a lot. We all push 
each other; in drills in practice, we always 
compete, we always try to make it a game 
or something. I think them pushing me has 
really helped me a lot.” •

Max Bortenschlager’s Calm Demeanor 
Impresses Teammates, Coaches
 Luke Jackson
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s soon as Navy outside 
linebackers coach Justin 
Davis saw D.J. Palmore, 
he knew the defense had 
a top playmaker in its 
midst. 

Even as a freshman, 
Palmore ran to every ball and showed the 
type of dedication that turned him into one 
of the program’s elite players.

Palmore’s top-notch work rate culmi-
nated with him being named captain prior 
to this season in a vote by his teammates. 
Palmore has once again done his part on 
the field and leads the team with 2.5 sacks 
heading into the final games of his senior 
season. 

“That guy has been phenomenal. He’s 
been such a great leader,” Navy head 
coach Ken Niumatalolo said. “When you 
have a leader like that, it’s easy for people 
to follow. Because D.J. works so hard and 
doesn’t ask anything of anyone else that he 
doesn’t do himself. When you have a leader 
like that, if you’re a young guy you better 
fall in.”

Palmore, 6-foot-3, 236 pounds, is a multi-
talented player who can drop into coverage 
or force his way into the backfield. He also 
prides himself on stopping the run. 

This year, Navy has encouraged him to 
focus more on pressuring quarterbacks, 
and he has fully embraced that role. 

“I don’t have to think as much, so it’s 
fun,” Palmore said about being used as a 
pass rusher. “I enjoy winning. So whatever 
is going to help us win, that’s what I am go-
ing to do.”

Palmore also has blossomed in his role 
as captain. Teammates look to him for ad-

vice and are impressed with his ability to 
make plays. Palmore was humbled when 
he received the news that he was named 
captain along with senior slot back Darryl 
Bonner. 

“It’s a huge honor because my team-
mates voted for me,” Palmore said. “Just 
remembering all of the things we’ve been 
through, all the good and the bad, it’s just 
an honor they looked at me like that.”

Palmore had a breakout season dur-
ing his sophomore year in 2015, when he 
started all 13 contests in the “raider posi-
tion” -- a hybrid of outside linebacker and 
strong safety. He finished that season with 
36 tackles, including five for a loss, and two 
sacks. Palmore also recovered two fumbles 
and broke up a pass. He came up big in the 
rivalry game against Army when he record-
ed three tackles, including two for a loss, 
and a sack.

Palmore was also part of a defensive 
unit that held then-No. 15 Memphis to a 
season-low 20 points, as Navy snapped the 
Tigers’ 15-game winning streak, which was 
the third longest in the country. 

Davis has enjoyed watching Palmore 
evolve as a player and an individual.

“Obviously, he’s had a great career, and 
he’s become our defensive captain, which is 
a huge honor at a school of leaders,” Davis 
said. “He’s just progressed as a football play-
er, as a person and as a student of the game.” 

Palmore was a highly touted athlete at 
Christian Brothers High School in Tennes-
see. In addition to football, Palmore was a 
standout in track and field and wrestling. 
He earned first-team all-state, all-district 
and all-city honors as a senior in football 
and was selected to play in the Liberty 
Bowl All-Star Game his senior year.

Palmore finished his high school career 

with 249 tackles, 21 sacks, two intercep-
tions and six fumble recoveries as a three-
year starter. His leadership skills began 
to emerge during that time, and he was 
named football team captain his junior and 
senior years of high school. 

Palmore was also a successful wrestler, 
winning the 2014 Division II state heavy-
weight wrestling crown his senior year, and 
was a two-time state duals champion. In 
track and field, he won the Division II re-
gional title in the shot put his senior year 
and finished as the state runner-up.

Palmore, who was also a stellar student, 
considered Air Force, Wofford and UT-
Martin in addition to Navy. A visit to the 
Naval Academy sealed his decision. 

“Navy was the first school that really 
loved me,” Palmore said. “I remember 
Coach [Niumatalolo] came to my home 
and met with my family. I came up here 
and all the meetings was talking about 
‘The Brotherhood.’ I was kind of skepti-
cal because I heard that all the time at 
my high school. Then I went out to dinner 
with some of the players, and I saw that 
it was real -- that everyone bought into 
that mentality. I really wanted to be part 
of that.”

Palmore expected to make an immedi-
ate impact for the football team. However, 

the process was not as seamless as he ini-
tially thought. He appeared in five games 
as a freshman and finished with seven 
tackles. 

Palmore wanted more playing time, but 
he began to understand that minutes had 
to be earned and there were upperclass-
men above him on the depth chart. 

“Football is very developmental,” Pal-
more said. “I didn’t get it at first. I thought 
I should be playing as a freshman and 
didn’t understand why I wasn’t the man 
as a sophomore. I learned that when you 
don’t focus on yourself and just try to help 
your teammates get better, you figure out 
the little chinks in your own game.”

Palmore kept the momentum of his soph-
omore year going into last season, when he 
played in 12 of the 13 games. He suffered an 
injury that forced him to miss the East Caro-
lina game in November, but he still led the 
team with six sacks and 11.5 tackles for loss. 
He had three tackles and a sack against Lou-
isiana Tech in the Armed Forces Bowl and 
six more tackles against Army. 

Palmore has embraced all of the work it 
takes to be a great football player at Navy. 

“When you get older, you get more mature, 
you get bigger, stronger and faster,” Davis 
said. “He’s taken those tools and developed 
them into being an overall better football 
player. He’s learned how to study the game. 
He has gotten better at watching film and 
seeing what his opponents’ weaknesses are. 
He’s taken advantage of that. He’s such a 
smart football player, and then you take the 
physical side and mesh those together and 
you get the career that he’s had.” •

D.J. Palmore’s Leadership Paying 
Dividends For Navy Football
 By Todd Karpovich
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COLLEGE  BASKETBALL PREVIEW    

aryland sophomores Justin Jackson, 
Kevin Huerter and Anthony Cowan all 
took on key roles during their first year in 
College Park, Md., last season, and along 
with the since-departed Melo Trimble, 
they helped lead the Terps to a third con-
secutive NCAA Tournament appearance 
under head coach Mark Turgeon.

With Trimble now playing in the NBA’s Developmen-
tal League, Jackson, Huerter and Cowan enter the 2017-18 
season as the leading men of a program with expectations 
of contending for a Big Ten title after having won  38 con-
ference games during the past three seasons. They also 
have ambitions of making it back to the NCAA Tourna-
ment and improving on last season’s effort that ended  in 
a first-round loss to Xavier. Such a responsibility isn’t just 
about the minutes the trio will likely shoulder this year; it 
also means playing a role in making the other players on 
the roster better.

“They help me a lot, especially Kevin,” freshman for-
ward Bruno Fernando said. “Kevin is always there to 
make sure us as freshmen don’t make little mistakes that 
we know can slow us down throughout the season. Kevin 
makes sure we always do the right things. … Before we 
even do a play, he’ll [talk] with you on the side and just 
tell you, ‘You should do that, that and that.’ That’s great 
by Kevin. And Justin, Justin’s always there to talk to you 
about stuff like how the college game has been for him and 
changing him -- not just body-wise but also mentally.”

While Jackson, Huerter and Cowan embraced new 
leadership roles during preseason practices, all three took 
it upon themselves throughout the spring and summer 
to improve away from College Park, an effort that will aid 
them as they take on more prominent on-court roles with 
the Terps.

Jackson, a native of Toronto, Ontario, averaged 10.5 
points and six rebounds per contest last season. The 
6-foot-7 Jackson played power forward because Mary-
land’s roster -- particularly its lack of depth in the front-
court -- dictated that the Terps play small. Jackson proved 
to be a matchup problem for bigger power forwards. His 
best stretch came in late January, when he scored 28 and 
22 points in back-to-back games at Minnesota and at Ohio 
State.

Jackson intrigued NBA teams because of his 7-foot-3 
wingspan, his shooting ability (he shot 43.8 percent from 
3-point range last year) and potential defensive versatil-
ity. He entered the NBA Draft last spring without hiring 
an agent, participated in the NBA Draft Combine and 
worked out for his hometown Toronto Raptors, but he de-
cided to return to College Park for his sophomore season.

The draft process was a learning experience for 
Jackson.

“You’ve just got to be aggressive. You can’t take any 
plays off,” he said describing lessons learned. “The thing 
that really helped me the most was how the college game 
slowed down for me. It’s a difference between the NBA and 
college basketball, so going through that little summer pe-
riod where I was kind of an NBA player really helped the 
college game slow down for me.”

With Maryland’s roster including more big men capa-
ble of playing quality minutes, Jackson will play the small 
forward position this season more than he did last, Tur-
geon said, though the Terps will still play some small ball 
and use him at power forward. Without Trimble around, 
Jackson should get more opportunities to attack the bas-
ket and develop a post-up game against small forwards 
that aren’t as big as him.

Jackson can also draw from his experience of testing 

the NBA waters last spring.
“He was just trying to feel it out and see what it’s like on 

that next level, and I think he’s doing a good job of bring-
ing that back here at Maryland,” senior forward Jared 
Nickens, Jackson’s friend, said. “His approach to the game 
is different: he asks more questions, he’s more nitpicky on 
his game, he’s always looking for feedback.”

Huerter averaged 9.3 points, 4.9 rebounds and 2.7 as-
sists for the Terps last season. The 6-foot-7 Clifton Park, 
N.Y., native played small forward with Trimble and Cow-
an typically on the court at the same time. Huerter was 
the best player for the Terps during their two postseason 
games, scoring 19 points against both Northwestern and 
Xavier last March.

Huerter made the U.S. roster for the 19-and-under 
FIBA World Cup, which took place in Egypt in July. The 
John Calipari-coached team had the opportunity to cel-
ebrate the Fourth of July at the U.S. Embassy in Cairo and 
visit the Egyptian pyramids, said Huerter, whose squad 
won the bronze medal in the tournament.

“These European teams, they pass the ball so well,” 
Huerter said. “And different guys are already on NBA ra-
dar. So it was just a great opportunity to play against dif-
ferent players than the usual 14, 15 that we have around 
here [and] the people I’m used to playing against back 
home -- and play for different coaches.”

Huerter will move to shooting guard this year while 
still playing some small forward when the Terps go small. 
Maryland emphasized getting Huerter open outside 
shots last season -- 175 of his 264 shots last season were 
3-pointers -- and though he shot the three at a 37.1-per-
cent clip, he should have a chance to be more aggressive 
this season.

“Last year I saw, especially in the Big Ten, a lot of taller 
wings -- all my size, sometimes a little bit bigger,” Huerter 
said. “So it was tougher, I think, maybe to go to the bas-
ket, finish on them, post people up. Hopefully this year 
playing at the two, there’ll be smaller guys guarding me, 
and so I’ll be able to take them to the post, get to the 
basket, get my shot off a little bit easier, so I think that 
may change.”

Cowan is coming off a season in which he posted 10.3 
points, 3.9 rebounds and 3.7 assists. Cowan said one of his 
priorities this summer was improving his shot through 
repetition; he shot just 32.1 percent from 3-point range 
last year. During the offseason, Cowan played in the Ken-
ner League, a Georgetown-based summer league that 
draws talent from the college and professional ranks. 

“It was a lot of fun, just being able to compete against 
not only players in college but also players overseas and 
in the league,” Cowan said. “That was really big for me, 
really just to try to test my game against those types of 
players.”

The 6-foot Bowie, Md., native ran the offense for much 
of last season but would typically defer to Trimble late 
in games. However, Cowan is now the undisputed point 
guard. Seventy-one percent of the Terps’ ball screens 
were run for Trimble last season, according to Turgeon, 
who expects the recipients to be more evenly distributed 
throughout the roster. 

Cowan, as the team’s chief ball-handler, figures to be a 
big beneficiary of that.

“My message to Anthony is, ‘Make the right decisions,’” 
Turgeon said. “So if you’re open, you shoot it. If you’ve got 
a chance to pass it, read the situation. Because we have 
a read and react offense in everything that we do, so it’s 
about making the right decisions. If Anthony does that, 
we’re a much better offensive team. I don’t want to put 
that kind of pressure on Anthony that he’s filling Melo’s 
shoes, because he’s not. We’ve got a whole group of guys; 
we’ve got a nice team.” •

After Productive Offseasons, 
Trio Of Terps Set To Lead
 Luke Jackson
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uring the first three sea-
sons of her collegiate ca-
reer, guard Kristen Con-
froy was surrounded by 
some of the most promi-
nent players in Univer-
sity of Maryland women’s 

basketball history. Brionna Jones and 
Shatori Walker-Kimbrough were two of the 
program’s most accomplished players, and 
Destiny Slocum was named the Women’s 
Basketball Coaches Association’s 2016-17 
National Freshman of the Year. 

But Confroy won’t be sharing the court 
with that trio this season. Jones and Walk-
er-Kimbrough have graduated to profes-
sional basketball careers, and Slocum 
transferred to Oregon State after her ster-
ling freshman campaign.

Confroy is looking forward to playing for 
a team without superstars. 

“We had such high-powered scoring 
threats, and I was more behind the scenes,” 
said Confroy, who averaged 5.1 points and 
3.7 rebounds while starting all 35 games for 
the 2016-17 Terps. “This is such a different 
look for our team. We won’t have someone 
scoring 25 points or getting 10 rebounds 
a game, but we’ll have a more balanced 
team. I’m very excited to have a bigger role, 
to be more of an offensive threat and play 
all over the floor.”

The 2016-17 Terps were a deep and ex-
perienced team that finished with a 32-3 
record, won a third consecutive Big Ten 
championship and reached the NCAA 
Tournament’s Sweet 16 for the fifth time 
in the past six seasons. A year later, Mary-
land will be a markedly different squad. 
The Terps will enter the season without 
a single returning player who averaged in 
double figures in scoring, but their balance 
could be an asset against a schedule that is 
filled with high-profile nonconference op-
ponents and quality Big Ten foes. 

The Terps got a head start on the 2017-
18 season in August, when they traveled 
to Taipei, Taiwan, to represent the United 
States in the World University Games. 
Maryland went 5-1 on the grueling trip, 
with its only loss coming to Australia.

“It was good for our team to be able to 
practice all summer leading up to the trip,” 
Confroy said. “It gave us a chance to see 
what our team will look like. We’re already 
ahead of where we usually are at this time 
of year.” 

Head coach Brenda Frese was pleased 
with her team’s effort on the overseas trip. 

“It was an incredible experience for our 
program,” said Frese, who is entering her 
16th season as Maryland’s head coach. “It 
gave us an earlier window of life without 
Bri and Shatori. Our team really bonded, 
and this is the closest chemistry that I’ve 
ever seen from any team.”

Frese is counting heavily on sophomore 
guard Kaila Charles, who was named to the 
preseason All-Big Ten team, and Confroy 
to be the leaders of the new-look Terps. 

“It starts with Kaila and Kristen,” Frese 
said. “Kaila is the motor that makes us go. 
Kristen has been to a Final Four, and she 
has the experience to lead.”

Charles made an impact during her 
freshman season. The 6-foot-1 native of 
Glenn Dale, Md., who earned a spot on the 
Big Ten’s All-Freshman team after averag-
ing 9.7 points and 5.6 rebounds, is expect-
ed to be the on-court leader of the young 
squad. She paced the Terps in Taiwan, 
averaging 15.3 points and 8.0 rebounds per 
game. 

“Kaila’s the vocal one out there,” Frese 
said. “Kaila is very similar to the elite play-
ers that we’ve had here. She’s been working 
on her range and her versatility.” 

The Terps’ preseason roster had just 
10 players. Charles and Confroy will an-
chor the Maryland backcourt, which will 
also rely on redshirt senior Ieshia Small 
(5.1 points, 2.1 assists) and sophomore 
Blair Watson (2.9 points, 2.2 rebounds) 
to help overcome the losses of Walker-
Kimbrough, a two-time All-American 
who averaged 18.8 points and 3.6 assists 
last season, and Slocum (11.5 points, 6.0 
assists). Small (12.0 points) and Watson 
(11.3 points) were among the top scorers 
during the Taiwan trip. 

“Blair is a tremendous 3-point shoot-
er and one of our best defenders,” Frese 
said. “The big difference is that she’s fully 
healthy this year.” 

They will be joined in the backcourt 
by returning sophomore Sarah Myers (1.4 
points) and a pair of newcomers in fresh-
man Channise Lewis and Florida trans-
fer Eleanna Christinaki. Lewis, the Terps’ 
only freshman, led Miami (Fla.) Country 
Day School to four consecutive state titles. 
Christinaki, a member of the 2015-16 All-
Southeastern Conference Freshman team, 
averaged 17.6 points, 4.7 rebounds and 3.0 
assists for the Gators last season before 
transferring to Maryland. Christinaki will 
become eligible for the Terps’ Dec. 20 game 
at Coppin State.

In the frontcourt, the Terps will have 
to replace the significant production of 
Jones, a three-time All-Big Ten selection 
who led the 2016-17 squad in scoring (19.9 
points), rebounding (10.9), and steals (1.9) 
and paced the nation with a .690 field-goal 
percentage. The Terps’ low post was fur-
ther depleted by the offseason transfers of 
Kiah Gillespie and Jenna Staiti. Maryland 
will turn to a pair of returning forwards in 
junior Brianna Fraser (6.1 points, 3.6 re-
bounds) and sophomore Stephanie Jones 
(4.1 points, 2.0 rebounds). Redshirt junior 
Aja Ellison, who did not play during the 
2016-17 season, will return to the Maryland 
frontcourt. 

“Brianna is one of our most talented 
players,” Frese said of Fraser. “She needs 
to become that reliable scorer and re-
bounder for us.”

The Terps’ non-league slate is loaded 
with matchups against teams that partici-
pated in the 2016-17 postseason. Maryland 
will face three NCAA Tournament teams, 

including America East champion Albany 
(Nov. 10), defending national champion 
South Carolina (Nov. 13) and NCAA semifi-
nalist Connecticut (Nov. 19), and could face 
a fourth in Atlantic Coast Conference power 
Miami (Thanksgiving tournament Nov. 26 in 
Miami). Also on the early-season schedule 
are matchups with Virginia (Nov. 29), Akron 
(Dec. 2) and George Washington (Dec. 8), 
who earned bids to the Women’s National In-
vitation Tournament last season. 

“If you want to be the best, you’ve got 

to play the best,” Confroy said. “That’s 
the bar for national competition. We’ll see 
what we need to improve on come March, 
because that’s the goal that we always 
look at.” 

Despite the significant personnel loss-
es, Maryland was picked to finish second 
in the Big Ten’s preseason poll. The Terps 
are ranked 13th (USA Today Coaches) and 
15th (Associated Press) in the national 
preseason polls. 

“That speaks volumes of the standard 
that we’ve set here at Maryland,” Frese 
said. “It certainly shows the respect that 
the Big Ten has for us. We have to be pa-
tient, especially with such a difficult non-
conference schedule, as we build toward 
the [NCAA] Tournament.” •

New-Look Maryland Women’s Basketball 
Team Seeking Familiar Results
 Steve Jones
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COLLEGE  BASKETBALL PREVIEW    

fter completing the third-largest turn-
around in NCAA Division I basketball 
last season and playing deep into the 
postseason under first-year head coach 
Ryan Odom, the UMBC men’s basketball 
team has earned the respect of its peers. 

But the Retrievers are not satisfied 
and know there’s more work to be done.

“We finished fifth [in the America East Conference] last 
year, so we didn’t accomplish all of our goals,” Odom said. 
“And our guys know that and want to do a whole lot better 
than we did last year. We want to play our best basketball 
when we get to March and throughout the conference. It’s 
a work in progress.”

UMBC went from 7-25 the year before to 21-13 last sea-
son. Only Minnesota and UCLA had larger turnarounds in 
Division I basketball. The Retrievers’ 21 victories were the 
second-most in the program’s 30-year Division I history, 
and they became the fourth team in America East Confer-
ence history to advance to the semifinals of a national tour-
nament, with three wins in the College Insider Tournament. 

Last spring, Odom received the Joe B. Hall Award, 
given to the top first-year Division I coach, and with four 
starters back -- including preseason all-conference selec-
tion and America East returning scoring leader Jairus 
Lyles -- the America East coaches have picked UMBC to 
finish third. 

For the Retrievers, who got off to the best start in their 
Division I history last year by going 7-1 and finished 9-7 in 
the conference, the recognition is nice but not what they 
ultimately want.

“Our expectations are always to win the America East,” 
Lyles said. “That doesn’t change year in and year out. Be-
ing picked third shows that people are respecting us more. 
That’s not quite the level of respect we want yet, but we’ve 
got to earn it. It starts with the nonconference schedule, 
and then when conference play starts we’ve got to carry 
that over and keep playing hard and do what Coach says.”

Lyles, a 6-foot-2 graduate student and captain who 
earned second-team All-America East honors the past two 
years, is the team’s unquestioned leader. Ranked 17th on 
UMBC’s all-time scoring list, he averaged 18.9 points last 
season and led the Retrievers in rebounding at 6.6, which 
was fourth in the league. 

He is joined by four other veterans, including 5-foot-8 
senior guard K.J. Maura (8.9 points, 4.3 assists, 1.8 steals), 
6-foot-5 sophomore forward Arkel Lamar (4.8 points, 3.7 
rebounds) and 6-foot-6 junior forward Joe Sherburne (10.9 
points, 4.0 rebounds). Senior co-captain Jourdan Grant, 
who has made 53 career starts, is also back to provide 
leadership and depth after averaging 7.1 points. 

“I don’t think people will let us sneak up on them any-
more,” Grant said. “They definitely know who we are. We 
just have to prove to them that we can keep beating the 
same teams night in and night out and beat the teams 
that they don’t think we can.”

COPPIN STATE  
(2016-17 RECORD: 8-24; 7-9 MID-EAST-
ERN ATHLETIC CONFERENCE)

Former University of Maryland star Juan Dixon takes 
over a Coppin State team that returns two starters and 
two reserves while welcoming nine newcomers. The Eagles 
are picked to finish 12th in this year’s MEAC preseason 
poll. 

Six-foot-2 sophomore guard Dejuan Clayton (12.4 
points, 3.1 assists), a third-team preseason All-MEAC 
pick, and 6-foot-3 senior guard Tre’ Thomas (9.8 points) 
return to lend starting experience to a team that lost 
four starters. Clayton scored in double figures 21 times 
last season and recorded 20 or more points on seven oc-
casions.

LOYOLA 
(2016-17 RECORD: 16-17; 8-10 PATRIOT 
LEAGUE)

Greyhounds head coach G.G. Smith enters his fifth 
season with what he calls his “deepest team yet.” Loyola 
returns 11 letterwinners who accounted for 76 percent of 
the team’s scoring and 79 percent of its rebounds. Loyola is 
picked to finish sixth by Patriot League coaches. 

Senior preseason All-Patriot League selection Andre 
Walker enters the season with 1,225 career points. The 
6-foot guard is the team’s returning leader in scoring 
(14.9), assists (3.9), 3-pointers made (82) and free-throw 
percentage (.863).

Also back is 6-foot-8 forward Cam Gregory, whose 63.8 
field-goal percentage last season shattered Loyola’s single-
season mark.

MORGAN STATE 
(2016-17 RECORD: 14-16; 11-5 MID-EAST-
ERN ATHLETIC CONFERENCE)

The Bears are the favorites to win the MEAC, accord-
ing to the league’s preseason poll, the fourth time they 
have been tabbed to finish first under head coach Todd 
Bozeman. 

Morgan will be led by 6-foot-9 senior forward Phil-
lip Carr (16.6 points, 9.6 rebounds), last season’s MEAC 
Defensive Player of the Year and this year’s conference 
Preseason Player of the Year. He is joined by first-team 
preseason All-MEAC pick, 6-foot-5 senior guard Tiwian 
Kendley, who led the conference in scoring at 21.0 points. 

“It’s the first time I can remember that I’ve had 10 
guys returning,” Bozeman said. “My top two guys are set 
in Tiwian and Phil. I’m excited about that, and I’m ex-
cited about the new guys coming in. It’s a good group. 
Each team is different, but I think this team knows what 
they have.”

MOUNT ST. MARY’S 
(2016-17 RECORD: 20-16; 14-4 NORTH-
EAST CONFERENCE)

After a magical ride that saw Mount St. Mary’s capture 
the Northeast Conference title and defeat New Orleans in 
the NCAA First Four before falling to Villanova, the Moun-
taineers are picked to finish fourth in the NEC preseason 
poll. 

Five-foot-5 senior guard Junior Robinson, a preseason 
All-NEC selection, leads head coach Jamion Christian’s 
youthful roster, which features 12 freshmen. Robinson, a 
second-team All-NEC pick and an NEC All-Tournament 
selection last season, averaged 14.1 points while making 
almost 40 percent of his 3-point attempts.

Robinson is joined by 6-foot-8 senior forward Chris Wray 
and 6-foot-5 senior guard Greg Alexander as the Mount’s 
most experienced players. Wray started 33 games, averaging 
7.0 points, 5.7 rebounds, 1.5 blocks and 1.4 steals. Alexander 
started 13 times and averaged 7.7 points and 2.4 rebounds. 

NAVY 
(2016-17 RECORD: 16-16; 10-8 PATRIOT 
LEAGUE)

Navy returns four starters and its top five scorers from 
a group that advanced to the conference semifinals for the 
first time since 2001. The Midshipmen, picked third in the 
preseason Patriot League poll, have improved their con-
ference win total in each of the past five years under head 
coach Ed DeChellis.

Shawn Anderson, a 6-foot-4 senior guard and pre-
season All-Patriot League pick, returns after averaging 
12.2 points, 4.4 rebounds and 2.9 assists. Senior guard 
Bryce Dulin (9.3 points), junior guard Hasan Abdullah (8.8 
points) and senior forward Tom Lacey (7.6 points, 7.7 re-
bounds) round out the returning starters.

TOWSON 
(2016-17 RECORD: 20-13; 11-7 COLONIAL 
ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION)

The Tigers enter the season with an experienced and 
deep group that is coming off consecutive 20-win cam-
paigns. Ten players return from a team that won 12 of its 
final 15 games a year ago, with eight of those players hav-
ing played key roles. 

Head coach Pat Skerry’s Tigers are picked to finish sec-
ond in the CAA preseason poll. 

“This is the deepest and healthiest our roster has ever 
been from top to bottom,” said Skerry, who is in his seventh 
season. “Not just in quantity but in terms of quality.” 

Senior guard Mike Morsell, a third-team All-Conference 
pick last season, led the Tigers in scoring at 13.6, reaching 
double figures 20 times. Senior guard Deshaun Morman, 
who ranked third in the CAA and led Towson in steals with 
49, averaged 10.1 points, 3.0 rebounds and 2.0 assists and 
was named to the CAA All-Defensive team. •

2017-18 Men’s Basketball Preview: 
UMBC Poised For More Success
 Scott Lowe
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    COLLEGE  BASKETBALL PREVIEW

our different teams have won the Pa-
triot League women’s basketball cham-
pionship during the past five years. It 
could be Navy’s turn this season. 

Last season, a 79-71 overtime loss 
to top-seeded Bucknell in the Patriot 
League tournament championship 

game ended Navy’s hopes for its first NCAA berth since 
the 2012-13 campaign. But the Midshipmen, who went 
24-10 overall and 14-4 in the Patriot League and reached 
the second round of the Women’s National Invitation 
Tournament, are primed to make a run at the confer-
ence title again.

“We played our best game of the year in the cham-
pionship at Bucknell,” said Stefanie Pemper, who is in 
her 10th season as Navy’s head coach. “We were shoot-
ing the lights out and staying with them every step on 
their home court.” 

The Midshipmen figure to compete for the league 
title despite heavy graduation losses, including guards 
Sarita Condie (14.2 points, 4.0 rebounds) and Justice 
Swett (6.7 points, 6.8 rebounds) and forward Ashanti 
Kennedy (8.2 points, 4.1 rebounds). Pemper will turn to 
senior guard Taylor Dunham to lead the team.

Dunham, a third-team All-Patriot League choice 
who averaged 10.1 points and 3.3 assists, and senior 
guard Hannah Fenske will anchor Navy’s backcourt. 
Fenske made a strong comeback from the ACL injury 
that sidelined her for the entire 2015-16 campaign, aver-
aging 7.6 points and 3.2 assists while making 41 percent 
of her 3-point attempts. 

“I think Taylor has as good a chance as anyone to 
be the Player of the Year in the league,” Pemper said. 
“Taylor is a really good talent who has become a re-
ally smart player. She’s a good shooter who is realiz-
ing where she can find openings to score. Taylor makes 
great decisions with the ball and can get by a lot of 
people. Defensively, she can turn it up and make some 
plays.” 

The Navy frontcourt will be strengthened by the re-
turn of sophomore forward Kaila Clark, who averaged 
5.2 points and 5.1 rebounds. Sophomore forward Laurel 
Jaunich (4.9 points, 2.9 rebounds) will join Clark in the 
low post. 

The Midshipmen’s nonconference schedule isn’t as 
daunting as the 2016-17 slate, when Navy opened the 
season with road games at Wake Forest and Tennessee 
and traveled to Reno, Nev., for an early-season tourna-
ment. Navy’s only western trip will take the Midship-
men to Albuquerque, N.M., for an encounter with the 
New Mexico Lobos Dec. 10. The highlight of the home 
schedule is the Navy Classic, which will bring North Da-
kota State, St. Bonaventure and UMBC to Annapolis, 
Md., Nov. 25-26. 

Navy’s quest for a Patriot League title begins Dec. 
29, when the Midshipmen host Loyola at Alumni Hall. 
Pemper is expecting another tight battle for the league 
crown. 

“I think it has something to do with the academic 
nature of the league,” said Pemper, who has guided 
Navy to three NCAA Tournament berths and two WNIT 
appearances in the past seven years. “You get smart 
women together who are competitive. The schools have 
similar admissions standards, and we go after a lot of 
the same kids.” 

COPPIN STATE  
(2016-17 RECORD: 8-21; 8-8 MID-EAST-
ERN ATHLETIC CONFERENCE)

The Eagles, under the direction of second-year head 
coach DeWayne Burroughs, could challenge for the 
MEAC title. The return of redshirt senior guard Gen-
esis Lucas (13.7 points, 4.7 assists), who earned first-
team All-MEAC honors, and sophomore center Chance 
Graham (6.8 points, 8.7 rebounds), the MEAC’s reign-
ing Rookie of the Year, will help Coppin State stay com-
petitive in league play. 

But the Eagles will have to overcome the losses of 
Keena Samuels (12.7 points) and Tiara Goode (9.2 
points, 4.8 rebounds). A nonconference slate that in-
cludes national powers Baylor and Maryland should 
prepare Coppin State for its conference schedule. 

LOYOLA 
(2016-17 RECORD: 9-22; 5-13 PATRIOT 
LEAGUE)

The Greyhounds will rely heavily on senior point 
guard Bri Betz-White and sophomore forward Stepha-
nie Karcz as they look to improve on a seventh-place 
finish in the Patriot League. Betz -White earned first-
team All-Patriot League recognition after leading the 
Greyhounds in scoring (15.0 points) and assists (3.5). 
Karcz earned a spot on the league’s All-Rookie Team 
after averaging 9.9 points, 6.4 rebounds and 2.5 steals. 

Head coach Joe Logan, now in his 13th season, will 
have to replace Lauren Daugherty (11.0 points, 6.3 re-
bounds). The Greyhounds’ non-league schedule fea-
tures Georgetown, Maryland and longtime rivals Tow-
son and Mount St. Mary’s. 

MOUNT ST. MARY’S  
(2016-17 RECORD: 12-18; 10-8 NORTH-
EAST CONFERENCE)

The Mountaineers are hoping that a new head coach 
will push them closer to a Northeast Conference cham-
pionship. Maria Marchesano, who took NCAA Division 
II Walsh University to consecutive 20-win seasons in 
2014-15 and 2015-16, will guide a Mountaineer team that 
finished fifth in the conference. 

Mount St. Mary’s will return senior center/forward 
Caroline Hummel (10.3 points, 5.2 rebounds), a third-
team All-NEC choice, and sophomore guard Ashlee 
White (6.4 points, 1.7 assists), a member of the NEC All-
Rookie team. But the Mount, which lost Alexis Carter 
(10.1 points, 6.8 rebounds), will carry seven freshmen on 
a 15-player roster that will face Notre Dame, Xavier and 
Maryland in the early season.

MORGAN STATE  
(2016-17 RECORD: 9-21; 7-9 MID-EAST-
ERN ATHLETIC CONFERENCE)

Edward Davis Jr. served as the Bears’ interim coach 
during the 2016-17 season. Following a strong finish, Da-
vis was hired as the Bears’ permanent head coach. 

Morgan State, which will return its top two players, 
won seven of its final eight MEAC games following an 
0-8 league start. The Bears hope to continue that prog-
ress with the return of senior guard Braennan Farrar 
(12.7 points, 2.7 assists per game), a second-team All-
MEAC choice last season, and senior forward Tykyrah 
Williams (10.2 points, 5.8 rebounds). The Bears count 

Syracuse, Dayton, Iowa and West Virginia among their 
nonconference foes. 

TOWSON  
(2016-17 RECORD: 12-18; 5-13 COLONIAL 
ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION)

Diane Richardson has been a successful head coach 
at the high school level and an assistant for high-level 
collegiate programs at Maryland and George Washing-
ton. Now, she will try to turn around Towson’s fortunes. 

The Tigers will have to replace their top scorers in 
Raven Bankston (17.3 points, 3.2 steals) and Sianni 
Martin (14.1 points, 3.6 rebounds). Richardson will turn 
to redshirt senior guard Raine Bankston (7.1 points, 2.8 
assists) and senior forward Mary Cuevas (4.9 points, 6.1 
rebounds) to replace some of the lost production. 

Richardson will get an early read on her new squad 
when the Tigers travel to face George Washington, her 
former team, Nov. 16. 

UMBC  
(2016-17 RECORD: 15-16; 10-6 AMERICA 
EAST)

After finishing third in the America East, the Re-
trievers made their second consecutive appearance 
in the Women’s Basketball Invitational. Getting to 
the postseason again is the goal for the 2017-18 squad, 
which will move into the new UMBC Events Center this 
season. 

Head coach Phil Stern, now in his 16th season, will 
have to replace Taylor McCarley (13.6 points, 4.5 as-
sists, 2.2 steals) and Pandora Wilson (10.7 points, 5.0 
rebounds). 

The Retrievers will depend on an experienced back-
court led by senior guard Laura Castaldo (11.3 points, 
4.0 rebounds), who earned third-team All-America East 
honors, and junior guard Tyler Moore (8.2 points, 4.0 
rebounds). •

2017-18 Women’s Basketball Preview: 
Navy Seeking NCAA Tournament Berth
 Steve Jones
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ustin Bolton, a mem-
ber of the unified tennis 
team at North County 
High School in Anne 
Arundel County, is the 
U.S. Army Impact Play-
er of the Month.

Bolton, a sophomore, has survived 
two bouts of brain cancer. He was nomi-
nated for the award by his coach, Lisa 
Magness.

“He’s playing unified tennis and it’s 
amazing to see,” Magness wrote in her 
nomination. “Justin is doing a great job 
and has made our other student-athletes 
more aware of this horrible disease. The 
way the other student-athletes look after 
him and care for him is amazing.”

Bolton’s impact on the North County 
community goes far beyond the tennis 
court, as he has become the heartbeat of 
the school.

He’s been fighting cancer for the past 
two years. Bolton entered high school re-
quiring a wheelchair to get around, but 
that didn’t stop him from thriving in his 
new environment.

“Most freshmen will battle finding 
their way around the hallways and mak-
ing new friends. Justin battled that and 
so much more,” North County assistant 
coach Marianne Shultz said. “He started 
school in a wheelchair, which brings lots 
of looks, but he met his classmates with 
smiles and humor.”

Unfortunately, Bolton’s health de-
clined and his cancer came back. He was 
forced to take a leave of absence from 
school, splitting his time between being 
at home and the hospital.

Even though Bolton wasn’t able to 
physically be at school, modern technol-
ogy made it possible for him to still walk 
the halls of North County.

“Justin was able to work through 
classes for a while with a robot that al-
lowed him to be at school, sort of like 
FaceTime. This enabled Justin to see his 
friends and do his schoolwork,” Shultz 
said. “As the robot traveled the hallways, 
students would say hi and encourage 
Justin to keep fighting.”

The low point for Bolton was this past 
summer when the disease nearly took 
his life. He kept battling though, and his 
cancer eventually went into remission.

Bolton was able to be in school at the 
outset of his sophomore year. An avid 
sports fan, Bolton wanted to play on one 
of North County’s teams, and unified 
tennis was the perfect place to start.

“Justin takes all the information and 
advice that’s given to him from his coach-
es and teachers and applies it to the best 
of his ability both on and off the court,” 
North County special education depart-
ment chair Katie Berish said. “He under-
stands that winning isn’t everything and 
is a true team player. Justin has taught 
his coaches, teammates, teachers, and 
friends about life and enjoying the small 
moments. He refuses to give up on the 
court and in the classroom, takes each 
day and lives it to the fullest. Justin con-
tinues to impact all those that he crosses 
paths with, and is a true inspiration to 
all.”

On the court, not only has Bolton par-
ticipated, he’s excelled.

He earned a bronze medal at the Spe-
cial Olympics Fall Fest Oct. 21. Bolton 
was also a member of the team of four 
partner pairs, which helped North Coun-
ty win the Maryland Public Secondary 
Schools Athletic Association unified ten-
nis state championship.

It’s been a special year for the North 
County unified tennis team, and there’s 
no doubt where the group has gotten its 
spirit from.

“You see our other players working 
harder, understanding differences and 
accepting them, and sparking a spirit 
in our athletic program,” Shultz said. 
“We’re also having more classmates from 
numerous teams coming to watch and 
support unified tennis because Justin 
made them aware of the sport. Watching 
him tell jokes on the bus rides and ev-
eryone laughing until the tears run down 
their faces, seeing students be compas-
sionate and willing to give rather than 
receive -- it’s been special to watch. To 
see life return to Justin is amazing, but 
to see the life he brought to his team-
mates is why I believe he is an impact 
player.” •

  Wick Eisenberg

Justin Bolton Named 
U.S. Army Impact 
Player Of The Month

J
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BOYS’ TEAM TO WATCH: 
PATTERSON

Despite only having one senior on its roster, it should be 
another strong season for Patterson. The Clippers won the 
Maryland Public Secondary Schools Athletic Association 2A 
state title and Baltimore City championship last season, fin-
ishing 26-3. During the season, Patterson defeated Poly and 
Perry Hall, both of which also won state championships last 
season, as well as three state runners-up.

Patterson doing well is nothing new -- the team has been a 
juggernaut during head coach Harry Martin’s 11-year tenure. 
Patterson has a 201-74 record under Martin, which includes 
two MPSSAA state crowns, five regional titles and two Balti-
more City championships in the past seven years.

The Clippers return two starters from last year’s group: ju-
nior guards Gerard Mungo and Daesean Jones. Martin said 
he expects Mungo, who averaged 12 points per game last sea-
son, to be the floor general. Jones averaged 10 points, includ-
ing an impressive 22-point performance against MPSSAA 3A 
state finalist Potomac.

One significant loss will be junior guard Marvin Price, 
who transferred to Huntington Prep in West Virginia after a 
sophomore campaign that saw him average 23.2 points. Three 
transfers are expected to help offset Price’s departure -- a pair 

of guards in sophomore Zaccheus Blackwell and junior TJ 
Thomas, as well as sophomore forward Isaac James. 

GIRLS’ TEAM TO WATCH: 
CATONSVILLE

With a number of players returning, Catonsville looks 
primed to repeat as MPSSAA 4A state champions.

The Comets have been as consistent a program as any in 
the Baltimore area in recent years, reaching 20 wins in each of 
the past four seasons. The program had struggled to get out 
of the brutally tough 4A North region, though, having not won 
a regional title since 2003 before last season, when the Comets 
went 26-2 and won the program’s first state championship.

The Comets had to beat the best to get there, getting past 
consistent state title contenders Howard, North Point and 
Walt Whitman. Winning the championship was a significant 
moment for head coach Mike Mohler, who enters his 23rd sea-
son at the helm of the program.

Jasmine Dickey, Catonsville’s go-to player last season, 
returns. The senior forward who recently committed to 
Delaware is expected to build off her sensational junior 
season, which saw her average 23.8 points per game and 
9.7 rebounds. Dickey saved her best for last, scoring 30 
points against Whitman in the state final, which Catons-
ville won, 49-46.

Dickey isn’t the only starter returning -- a pair of se-

niors in guard Jameila Barrett and forward Stashia Dan-
iels are coming back, as is junior guard Gabby Douglas.

BOYS’ PLAYER TO WATCH: 
IMMANUEL QUICKLEY, SENIOR POINT 
GUARD, JOHN CARROLL

As has been the case the past couple years, there will be a 
lot of eyes on Quickley this season.

Quickley, a guard/forward, has been a big name locally 
since his sophomore year when he averaged 17.7 points, 3.9 
rebounds and 2.9 assists a game. He led the Patriots to the 
Baltimore Catholic League championship that season, hit-
ting the winning shot as time expired to top Mount St. Jo-
seph in the final.

The 6-foot-3 Quickley followed up his stellar sophomore 
campaign by averaging 23.7 points and 7.2 assists as a junior. 
He got picked for the Under-19 USA National Team this past 
summer, getting the opportunity to play at the 2017 FIBA 
U-19 World Cup in Cairo, Egypt. At the tournament, in which 
the USA finished third, Quickley played in every game, aver-
aging 6.7 points and 2.4 assists.

Quickley soon found himself toward the top of numerous 
national rankings for top college prospects. He’s currently 
12th on ESPN.com and 10th on Rivals.com. On Sept. 22, he 
committed to play at the University of Kentucky for head 
coach John Calipari, who coached him at the U-19 World Cup. 

GIRLS’ PLAYER TO WATCH: 
MIR MCLEAN, SOPHOMORE FORWARD, 
ROLAND PARK COUNTRY SCHOOL

If McLean improves upon her first season of high school 
basketball, Roland Park Country School will be extremely 
difficult to beat this season.

McLean, a 5-foot-11 forward, was a force as a freshman, 
posting numbers throughout the season that most seniors 
would covet. She had a standout performance during her 
high school debut, finishing with 18 points and 18 rebounds 
against Ossining High School from New York, the then-No. 
5 team in the country, according to USA Today’s Super 25 
rankings. RPCS won the game, 70-60.

Those types of performances became routine for 
McLean. Her best effort came against Western from Bal-
timore City, when she scored 21 points and posted 20 re-
bounds as RPCS topped the Doves, 82-71. 

McLean finished the season with 20 double-doubles in 
23 games. She averaged 14.5 points and 14.6 rebounds.

McLean isn’t the only standout on the RPCS roster. The 
Reds are entering this season with high expectations after 
finishing third in the Interscholastic Athletic Association 
of Maryland “A” conference last year. A trio of guards are 
expected to be big contributors -- senior Aniyah Carpen-
ter, junior Ja’Niah Henson and sophomore Rain Green. 

COACH TO WATCH: 
RICHARD HIBBERT, NEW TOWN GIRLS

It’s not often a team wins a state championship during a 
coach’s first year with a program. How Richard Hibbert and 
the New Town girls’ basketball team fare after accomplishing 
that feat will definitely be something to watch.

Hibbert coached the boys’ JV team at Benjamin Franklin 
High School in Baltimore City for four seasons prior to joining 
the Titans. When he first applied for the head coaching posi-
tion at New Town, he didn’t get selected, but a few months lat-
er Hibbert got a call from New Town athletic director Reggie 
Spears, who said the position was open for interviews again. 
This time around, Hibbert, who had never coached girls’ bas-
ketball before, got the job. 

A winning culture within the program had been estab-
lished by former head coach Gena Young, who led New Town 
to the MPSSAA 1A state final game in 2014 and a regional title 
in 2016. For all of New Town’s success, though, the team had 
yet to win a state title before last season, when it finished 23-5 
and also won the Baltimore County championship. After last 
season’s performance, Hibbert and the Titans appear to be a 
perfect match. •

 VARSITY REPORT

2017 High School Basketball Preview
 Wick Eisenberg

c
o

u
r

t
e

sy
 o

f 
h

a
r

r
y

 m
a

r
t

in

Patterson boys' basketball celebrates its 2016 title

Justin Bolton (second from left)
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 WALKS/RACES

NOV. 18 -- ZACHING RUNNING FESTIVAL 
This family-friendly event from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Turf Valley 
Towne Square in Ellicott City will feature three courses: a 10K, 5K 
and 1-mile Family Fun Walk. There will also be a post-race party 
featuring food, Bloody Marys, beer and the Dixon Ulmer band. For 
more information and to register, visit zachingrunningfestival.com/.

NOV. 18 -- RUN OF THE CENTURY
Join Century High School and race to benefit the school’s ath-
letic program and the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation. 
Registration will open at Century High School, 355 Ronsdale 
Road in Eldersburg at 8 a.m. The 5K run/walk will begin at 8:45 
a.m., with the fun run slated to start at 9:30 a.m. For more infor-
mation, email runofthecentury@gmail.com. 

NOV. 23 -- Y TURKEY TROT 5K 
Every year, thousands of individuals from local communities 
come together to join the Y of Central Maryland for the annual 
Y Turkey Trot Charity 5K, a Thanksgiving Day tradition that 
raises funds to support children whose families live in poverty 
throughout central Maryland. The Y will host its Turkey Trot 
Charity 5K in Baltimore City, Bel Air, Ellicott City/Catonsville, 
Towson and Westminster. For more information or to register, 
visit ymdturkeytrot.org.

DEC. 9 -- REINDEER RUN 
Join in on the fun with Baltimore City Recreation and Park’s 
$5 5K series. Run or walk this paved course through the Inner 
Harbor, and then have a picnic in the park. Food and beverage 
vendors will be on-site to help you refresh post-race. To register, 

visit charmcityrun.com.

DEC. 9 -- JINGLE BELL RUN
Join the 5K with a festive way to raise awareness and funds to 

cure arthritis. Bring your holiday spirit to Du Burns Arena, as 

100 percent of your registration fee and fundraising efforts go 

to this great cause. To register, visit jbr.org.

 BASEBALL/SOFTBALL 

DEC. 9 -- BASEBALL CARD SHOW
A sports card and memorabilia show to benefit Monsignor Slade 
Catholic School will be held at Monsignor Slade Catholic School 
in Glen Burnie from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. For more details, call Leo at 
443-416-6447.

BLUE DEVIL UMPIRE ASSOCIATION
New baseball umpires are needed to officiate in Baltimore, Carroll 
and Frederick counties. No experience is necessary. Email Bob Frank 
at lawyerfrank@comcast.net or call 410-493-7011, or contact Larry 

Silverman at Bluedevilumps@comcast.net or call 410-484-2118.

ADULT BASEBALL
Join the Eastern Baltimore County over-40 baseball league, 
which plays with wood bats on 90-foot diamonds. Players of all 
skill levels are encouraged to visit over40baseball.org or call Mike 
Lockett at 410-446-0443.

COCKEYSVILLE RECREATION
For updates about baseball registration for the 
Cockeysville Recreation Center, visit leagueathletics.
com/?org=cockeysvillereccouncil.org or call 410-887-7734.

MUSEUM OF NEGRO LEAGUES BASEBALL
Visit the Hubert V. Simmons Museum of Negro Leagues Baseball 
at the Owings Mills Metro Centre. The museum is named after 
Bert Simmons, who played for the Baltimore Elite Giants. The 
museum is open daily and admission is free. Volunteers are 
always welcome. For more information, visit smnlbinc.org.

 SOCCER/RUGBY/SQUASH

SQUASH
SquashWise provides incentives for middle school students to 

excel academically, athletically and socially, as well as the oppor-

tunity to compete in local and national squash tournaments. No 

squash experience is necessary to become a tutor. Visit baltimor-

esquashwise.org to make your tax-deductible donation. To make 

equipment donations and/or become a volunteer tutor, email 

abbym@baltimoresquashwise.org.

MIGHTY KICKS PUP LEAGUE
The Pup League provides year-round soccer training for boys and 

girls of all abilities ages 2-7. It’s designed to build motor skills, 

self-confidence and basic techniques. Ongoing programs are 

available around Baltimore. For more information, visit mighty-

kicksbaltimore.com.

RUGBY
The Baltimore-Chesapeake Rugby Club, the region’s only 

Division I men’s rugby club, is looking for experienced players 

or those new to the game. For more information, email balti-

morechesapeakerugby@gmail.com or visit baltimorerugby.net.

CELTIC SOCCER CLUB
Tryouts for the Celtic Soccer Club are for boys ages 6-18 and 

girls 6-12. Registration and additional information is available at 

baltimoreceltic.com.

  FOOTBALL

BALTIMORE TERPS YOUTH
Games are open to all players ages 4-14 regardless of weight 

or skill level. The games provide a platform for participants to 

play the proper position for their body size while also ensur-

ing their success as they move on to high school and beyond. 

To register, visit baltimoreterps.com or call 443-863-TERP.

  OTHER ACTIVITIES

NOV. 17 -- BOXING EVENT
Baltimore Boxing Promotions’ “Who’s The Next Shining Star” 

helps Crystal Beard, a Baltimore-area native who battled 

cancer and passed away two weeks ago. She leaves behind a 

17-year-old daughter, 7-year-old son and 3-month-old grand-

child. Money raised will cover medical bills and ongoing 

expenses. Donations can be made to Beard’s family at gofund-

me.com/in-memory-of-crystal-beard. The card features eight 

fights, two of which are title bouts. Five-time national cham-

pion Tyrell Boyd is scheduled to appear. Tickets are available 

at Baltimoreboxing.com/events or by calling 410-375-9175. 

HOMESCHOOL SPORTS
Baltimore-area homeschooled boys and girls in grades six-12 

interested in playing interscholastic sports -- such as soc-

cer, volleyball and baseball -- can register for the upcoming 

school season. For more information or to register, email  

chensports@verizon.net.

MARYLAND OFFICIALS CLUB
Interested in becoming a high school swimming official in the 

Baltimore-Anne Arundel area? Experience as a competitive 

swimmer or coach at the high school, college or masters level 

-- or prior experience officiating -- is strongly preferred. Email 

mdcommish@comcast.net or call Mike Connors at 410-653-7307.

DUCKPIN BOWLING 
There are openings for youth duckpin-bowling leagues for 

ages 3-21 at various duckpin centers in Baltimore. Most 

programs run Saturday mornings and include bowling, shoe 

rental and coaching. For more information, visit ndya.org, 

call Stacy Karten at 410-356-0936 or “like” duckpin bowling at 

facebook.com/theduckpinnews.

BICYCLE REPAIR
As a cooperative bicycle shop, visitors can work on a donated 

bike, use tools to fix a broken bike or buy ready-to-ride sec-

ondhand bikes. Volunteer staff will provide assistance. For 

details, visit velocipedebikeproject.org.

OFFICIALS WANTED
Do you love roller derby? Do you love whistles? Do you love stats? 

Then you may be ready to join the ranks of the Charm City Roller 

Girls’ officiating crew, which is looking for skating and non-skat-

ing officials of all skill levels. No experience necessary. For more 

information, email referees@charmcityrollergirls.com. 

BALTIMORE FITNESS ACADEMY
BMoreFit’s goal is to reduce childhood obesity throughout 

the Baltimore metropolitan area by educating and mentoring 

urban youth with targeted programs for improved health, fit-

ness and nutrition. For more details, visit bmorefit.org.

BABE RUTH MUSEUM
The improved Babe Ruth Birthplace Museum has reopened 

next to Camden Yards. Babe Ruth’s legacy shaped the sports 

and American life we live now. Consider making a tax-deduct-

ible donation. Visit baberuthmuseum.org/donate or call  

410-727-1539, ext. 3012.

 COMMUNITY BEAT
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Now
Celebrating Our  

46th Year 
Of Operation

Where Great Food & 
Great Times Intersect!

4100 North Point Boulevard • 4 min. from 695, exit 41
Monday-Saturday 8:00am-2:00am • Sunday 11:00am-1:00am

 Reservations: 410-477-1975 • www.costasinn.com

Go Ravens,  
Terps and O’s!
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here’s a tired trope that sports columnists 
re-visit every November when they need 
to scratch something out. We tell you what 
we’re “thankful” for in the world of sports. 
It’s not particularly fresh, and it’s typically 
rather self-serving, two of our favorite 
qualities in this profession. 

Obviously, I’m writing this to preface my own “thank-
ful” column. There’s no world in which I’m above such 
rehashed drivel. But I also preface it this way to tell 
you that I struggled to actually come up with a direc-
tion for my appreciation this Thanksgiving. Actually, 
the answer was literally right in front of me. I just had 
to wander out to the Baltimore Ravens’ practice facility 
in Owings Mills, Md., earlier this month to see it. 

Leonard Edward Moore will turn 84 in November. 
Dec. 17 will mark the 50th anniversary of the last time 
he stepped on a field as a member of the Baltimore 
Colts. And yet, when I bumped into him at the Ravens’ 
facility recently, my face lit up the way I did when I met 
him for the first time as a 12-year-old. 

This Thanksgiving, I’m thankful that we’ve had five 

decades of Lenny Moore here in Baltimore after his 
playing career was finished. 

I spent most of my Saturday mornings in my child-
hood at a Joppatowne, Md., barbershop owned by a 
high school friend of my father’s. I didn’t always need 
a haircut, but that didn’t matter. The haircuts were a 
nearly irrelevant part of the experience. In fact, I’m not 
sure that my father wasn’t already bald at this point 
in his life. I’m nearly certain he was. We went to the 
barbershop so that my father and I could sit around 
and shoot the breeze with friends. Or perhaps we were 
there because my father knew I needed to hear a weekly 
lesson about Baltimore’s pro football history. 

Having been born in 1983, I had no Baltimore Colts 
memories of my own. Until I was 13, I had no team to 
support. But sitting in that barbershop every Saturday 
morning made me feel like football had never left. I dis-
tinctly remember -- I’m not remotely kidding about this 
-- watching them re-create a Lenny Moore touchdown 
run. Three or four of the guys acted it out while an-
other played the role of Chuck Thompson, announcing 
the play. The group celebrated as if Moore was actually 
still patrolling the Memorial Stadium field to that day 
(which if my memory serves me was somewhere in the 

neighborhood of 1993). 
“Watching Lenny Moore run was breathtaking,” my 

father would tell me. He took me to the Pro Football 
Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio, and tried to convey to me 
how special Moore was as we admired his bust. 

A few years later, the Ravens had arrived and I wore a 
Vinny Testaverde jersey on the first day of school. But the 
first true football memory I have after their arrival is ... Len-
ny Moore. He came to speak at my father’s church. During 
an intermission I approached him and asked him to auto-
graph my Testaverde jersey. I told him how much my father 
loved him. Just moments later I watched tears roll down my 
father’s cheek as he was hugged by that hero of his youth. 

That’s what Lenny Moore has meant to Baltimore. 
After his playing days he spent 26 years working with 
the Maryland Department of Juvenile Services helping 
at-risk kids. He’s given his time to so many charities 
and events that it’s far more surprising to attend one 
and not bump into him. 

He’s been an integral part of the relationship be-
tween Baltimore’s two pro football franchises, embrac-
ing the Ravens early and being regularly present with 
everything they’ve done. Players who have no under-
standing that there was ever a “Baltimore Colts” have 
sought counsel from him. 

And there he was, just weeks shy of his 84th birthday, 
departing the facility just as I was entering. Still approach-
ing others to say hello who may have been intimidated to 
approach him. Still engaging. Still an absolute light to all 
whose paths he crossed. Still breathtaking. 

So this November, I’m thankful that my father’s foot-
ball hero became my own football hero. I’m thankful 
that we’ve had 50 years after retirement of an athlete 
embracing a new hometown and trying to make it better. 
This November, I’m thankful for Lenny Moore. •

 THE REALITY CHECK

  Glenn Clark

Former Colt Lenny Moore Gives 
Baltimoreans A Reason To Be Thankful

T

A visit to our specialists can result in 
fewer visits to the restroom. Frequent 
urination, diffi culty starting urination, slow 
fl ow or urine leakage. These are often 
symptoms of an enlarged prostate (or 
BPH). The good news is BPH can be 
treated successfully. 

Call us today at 877-422-8237 or visit 
www.chesapeakeurology.com.

For men with an 
enlarged prostate this 
is a sign of the times.

MEN
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“[Ravens center Ryan] Jensen’s really a 
good dude. He’s just a physical player, 
and that’s what you really want out 
of your offensive linemen. You want a 
bunch of dirt bags up there that are fin-
ishing guys over the pile. Those are the 
guys you want on your team. He gets 
after people and he gets under their 
skin. To be honest, I feel like he throws 
guys out of their game because they’re 

so focused on him that they can end up trying to take something out 
on him. They end up giving up a play not being in their gaps, so I 
think it works to his advantage. It’s more of a mental thing.”

- Ravens defensive end Carl Davis Oct. 27 on the toughness of center Ryan Jensen 

“The goal from every Brazilian kid is 
to become a soccer player, a profes-
sional soccer player; we play soccer 
in the U.S. to try to get a full ride for a 
college, and this is the difference. I’m 
not talking about the system, which I 
think is better for the 99 percent of the 
kids [who do not become professional 
soccer players], but I’m talking about 
soccer itself, it’s just the reality.”

- Baltimore Blast goalie William Vanzela Oct. 11 
on the issues facing U.S. Soccer after missing the 
World Cup

“We knew he was a dynamic player 
and a really good football player, and 
he hasn’t disappointed. He’s played 
phenomenal. He’s been really, really 
good. He’s added a knockout punch, 
an explosive player to us that allows 
us to really be able to score from any-
where. He’s a hard guy to tackle, he 
can make you miss, and he’s got the 
speed to take it to the house. He’s just a 
really, really good football player. He’s 
also a really good blocker. He’s a complete football player for what 
we do. He’s not just a runner that won’t block. He’s a tough, hard-
nosed blocker. He’s a really good football player.” 

- Navy coach Ken Niumatalolo Oct. 12 on the emergence of sophomore slotback 
Malcolm Perry

“His text to me was, ‘Mom, thanks 
for the pep talk. I’m going to kick this 
thing’s butt with the help of God. He 
had something big in store for me and 
this had to manifest in order for it to 
happen. I can’t wait to see where His 
will brings me.’ His absolute last text 
to me that night his aneurysm burst. 
That’s why I think he’s up there or-
chestrating a lot of what’s going on. 
He’s getting his orders from the big 
guy. He used to call Him the big guy. He’s getting his orders from 
Him and bringing them down to us, and I’m just trying to fulfill them 
the best way that we can.”

-Mary Reuland Oct. 27 on the last message she received from her son, former Ravens tight end 
Konrad Reuland, before he died of a brain aneurysm in 2016 (Reuland’s heart was donated 
to Baseball Hall of Famer Rod Carew to help save his life)

Listen to Glenn Clark Radio live from
10 a.m.-noon,  
Monday-Friday

GlennClarkRadio.com

     PressBoxOnline.com/radio
    Streaming Live At

     PressBoxOnline.com/radio

Sunday
10 a.m.-noon  

Monday-Friday
10 a.m.-noon  

Saturday
10 a.m.-noon  

WITH KEN ZALIS 
          AND THE NFL CHICK
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Geppi’s Entertainment Museum is a pop culture shrine, a tribute to the exciting
 characters, toys and experiences that have shaped our past and our present.

Whether you’re looking for a gateway to history or a place to hold
 an amazing family or corporate event, you’ll find it at GEM!

Action Comics #1 
The first appearance

of Superman The original, hand-made 
G.I. Joe prototype

Do You Want a Party
 of Historic Proportions?

Do You Want a Party
 of Historic Proportions?

Located in Baltimore’s historic Camden Yards sports complex,
right across the street from the Baltimore Convention Center

and immediately next door to Oriole Park! 

To make your party a night to remember, 
contact: Nadja Martens, Sales Manager – Events

Phone: (410) 625-7063
Email: mnadja@geppismuseum.com

www.GeppisMuseum.com

 
DIAMOND COMIC PRESENTS:  

RICIG’S WORLD OF SPORTS



“...best fast-food
fried chicken...”

- Food & Wine Magazine

World-Famous Chicken




