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Whether it’s with his trademark laugh,  
his cooking skills or his lessons in  

baseball and life, Orioles first base coach 
WAYNE KIRBY has endeared himself  

to everyone in his circle

>>> PAGE 10 

EVERYBODY

KIRBY
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The Baltimore Early Phase Unit, located at Harbor Hospital 
in Baltimore, MD is currently seeking volunteers to participate
in a clinical research trial to evaluate a new investigational
medication for weight management.

For more information, 
please visit our website
www.parexel.com/baltimore
or call 1-877-617-8839
please reference study
#228172.

WE ARE RECRUITING:

• Healthy males 

• Ages 18-55  

• BMI 25 to 34.9  

• Smokers accepted

The study involves 1 information
visit, 1 screening visit, 1 in-house
stay of 8 days/7nights, and 
6 follow-ups.

If you qualify you may receive up to 
$4,420.00 for completing the study.

© 2017 PAREXEL International Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Participate in a clinical research trial

INVESTIGATIONAL MEDICATION
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 remember the first 
time I saw the movie 
“Chinatown” like it was 
yesterday. There are a 
lot of life lessons in Ro-
man Polanski’s classic 
starring Jack Nicholson 

and Faye Dunaway. But one line I have 
always remembered was when a woman 
who thinks her husband has been cheat-
ing on her wants to hire Nicholson’s 
character, detective J.J. Gittes. Gittes 
looks straight at her and says, “Have you 
ever heard the expression, ‘Let sleeping 
dogs lie?’”

It was the first time I had heard that 
line uttered, so after the movie I looked 
it up (how did we look things like that 
up before Google?), and found its origin 
dated back to the 13th century, and it 
quite literally meant not to wake fiercely 
trained watchdogs because nothing but 
trouble would follow.

That line kept coming back to me 
throughout of all the drama during the 
early-season, back-and-forth with the 
Boston Red Sox, which began when 
Orioles third baseman Manny Machado 
injured Boston second baseman Dustin 
Pedroia with a slide into second base.

At the time Machado was thrown at 
April 23, supposedly for that slide, he 
was barely batting above the .200 Men-
doza line. He did have three home runs 
and nine RBIs, but it’s more than fair to 
say Boston right-hander Matt Barnes 
throwing a 95 mph fastball in the vicin-
ity of Machado’s head was as close to a 
sleeping dog as you could get.

Since the wakeup call the Red Sox 
delivered on that late April afternoon, 
Machado has batted .254 and with five 
home runs and 12 RBIs entering play 
May 9. What has been most impressive 
about Machado’s maturation during 
these tests is that after Barnes went 
head-hunting, Machado got back in the 
box and hit a booming double -- clearly 
his hardest-hit ball at that point in the 
season.

Some nine days later, on May 2, when 
Boston left-hander Chris Sale tried to 
make Machado pay for Dylan Bundy 
hitting star Boston right fielder Mookie 
Betts the night before, Machado again 
let his bat do the talking by hitting a 
monstrous home run out of Fenway Park. 

Aside from an expletive-filled post-

game interview after the game, in which 
Sale took dead aim at him, Machado’s 
only talking on the field was done by his 
bat.

Contrast that to how Machado han-
dled previous attempts at payback: 
throwing his bat toward third base after 
he felt Donaldson had tagged him too 
hard in the base paths in 2014, and an 
episode last June in which he charged 
the mound and punched late Royals 
pitcher Yordano Ventura after Ventura 
went high and tight with a 98 mph fast-
ball. While Ventura got hit with a nine-
game suspension, Machado’s four-game 
suspension cost the Orioles four games 
without their star third baseman, while 
Ventura’s nine-gamer probably really 
only cost him one start.

I know it could be viewed as compar-
ing “apples to oranges,” but I’d like to 
see Machado do to the Red Sox (the O’s 
still have 10 games remaining vs. Boston) 

what a disrespected Daniel Murphy did 
all of 2016 to his former team, the New 
York Mets, who didn’t want to re-sign 
him to a long-term contract.

Murphy had a monster 2016 season, 
recording a .347 batting average, .390 
OBP and .595 slugging percentage while 
racking up 104 RBIs, 47 doubles and 25 
home runs. But he saved his best for his 
former team. In the 19 games against 
the Mets, all he did was get at least a hit 
each game, while batting .413 with a .444 
OBP and .773 slugging percentage, while 
hitting seven home runs and knocking 
in 21 runs. I am not entirely sure, but if 
Mets general manager Sandy Alderson 
would have known how stiff the retri-
bution would be, he might not have let 
Murphy get away.

By not paying attention to that old 
cliché “let sleeping dogs lie,” the Red Sox 
may have just turned Machado into that 
sort of adversary. 
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 ONE FAN’S OPINION

In Case Of Manny Machado, Red Sox 
Should Have Let Sleeping Dog Lie
  Stan “The Fan” Charles
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n April 5, a familiar voice joined the Scott 
Garceau Show with Jeremy Conn on 105.7 
The Fan and revealed to listeners he’d be 
throwing out the first pitch at the Balti-
more Orioles’ game against the New York 
Yankees April 9.

Eleven-year-old Mo Gaba, a native of 
Glen Burnie, Md., was concerned about 

the reception he’d receive from Yankees fans at the game. 
Garceau and Conn assured him that wouldn’t be an issue. 
“Yeah, stay out of our business and worry about your stupid 
Yankees,” Gaba promptly quipped, eliciting laughter from the 
show’s two hosts.

Gaba also commented on the spread of an NBA game -- 
“Are you kidding me? Vegas came up with that?” -- and pre-
dicted the scores of an NHL game and the Orioles’ game that 
night.

Gaba quickly became a favorite of Baltimore sports fans 
due, in part, to his infectious energy and love for the Orioles 
after he started calling into the Garceau Show after school 
in 2015. Fans became familiar with his background; he had 
beaten cancer twice but lost his vision during the battle. This 
spring, Gaba was diagnosed with cancer for the third time in 
his life.

“When he found out he was going back into chemo, he told 
… our screen caller what was happening, and he was going to 
be pulled out of school and start these chemo treatments,” 
Garceau said. “He said, ‘Don’t tell Scott and Jeremy until after 
I called because they might get choked up.’ Here he is, he’s go-
ing through all this, and he’s worried about us getting choked 
up. It’s so typical of what kind of kid he is.”

Conn reached out to the Gaba family and encouraged 

them to set up a GoFundMe page so listeners can donate 
money to help absorb some of the expenses that come with 
fighting cancer. Donations can be made by visiting gofundme.
com/mo-strong. Nearly 700 people donated almost $29,000 in 
the first nine days.

Gaba was first diagnosed with cancer when he was 9 
months old, according to his mother, Sonsy. Sonsy said she 
first noticed something was amiss when she was taking pho-
tos of him at a young age and noticed the photographs didn’t 
produce the normal red eye, but rather, a white eye. Sonsy 
took Mo to the pediatrician to get his eyes examined, after 
which they were sent to Johns Hopkins. The next day, he was 
diagnosed with retinoblastoma, a rare eye cancer most com-
monly found in children.

Mo lost his vision when he was a year old, according to 
Sonsy, “because doctors were concerned that the tumors were 
going to spread beyond his eye and go to his brain. In one par-
ticular eye, the tumor [was] really, really bad, so they had to 
remove it.” 

The same cancer relapsed four years later, and now, Mo is 
undergoing treatments for the third time. This is secondary to 
the original cancer, according to Sonsy, and “where it is right 
now is in his legs, in his bones,” she said.

Mo, a fifth-grader at George Cromwell Elementary in Glen 
Burnie, had to be taken out of school because his immune 
system is compromised due to chemotherapy treatments, ac-
cording to Sonsy, who took a leave from work to care for her 
son around the clock. She hopes Mo is feeling well enough to 
attend his promotion ceremony at the end of the school year, 
signifying his jump to middle school.

Sonsy said her son lives every day with the same enthusi-
asm that’s infatuated local sports fans, even with the obsta-
cles he faces. 

“He is the happiest and friendliest little boy you will ever 
meet,” she said. “It’s rare that you see him down and not 
smiling, not laughing or anything like that. He’s the happiest 
little boy.”

Mo and Sonsy got a chance to experience Orioles Fanfest 
this January with Garceau and Conn. Mo was given a person-
alized Orioles jersey, met fans who recognized him, met Ori-
oles players behind the scenes, and got a chance to interview 
center fielder Adam Jones and third baseman Manny Macha-
do on stage as part of FanFest’s events. 

“One of the best moments there was when he was inter-
viewing Machado. We said, ‘Mo, what do you want to see 
Machado do this year?’ He said, ‘Hit 50 home runs and not 
get suspended,’” Conn said. “The look on Machado’s face was 
priceless. For him to get this opportunity to meet a bunch of 
Orioles players, to get out and meet actual fans, I think it was 
really cool.”

Sonsy didn’t know her son was calling into the Garceau 
Show until last fall, when she got a call from George Crom-
well’s principal, who alerted her Garceau and Conn were 
making a surprise visit to the school to speak to Mo and his 
classmates. Sonsy was at work when Mo was calling into the 
show and didn’t hear anything from Mo about it until after she 
heard from his principal. However, she’s made sure to tune in 
whenever he calls in now.

“I love it. I’m just taken back by it because he’s just a pro at 
it. I’d be nervous to call into the radio station,” Sonsy said. “He 
has a ball with it. It just makes me so happy that that type of 
stuff makes him happy and makes other people happy at the 
same time. It’s crazy.”

-- Luke Jackson

After 20 Years, Towson 
Golf Coach Brian Yaniger 
Stepping Down

 
The Towson men’s golf team entered the 2017 Colonial Ath-

letic Association Tournament ranked eighth in the nine-team 
conference, after what head coach Brian Yaniger called “a 
tough year all around.”

During the tournament at Salisbury Country Club in 
Midlothian, Va., however, the team rallied and was within 
striking distance of the lead before ultimately placing third.

“We were a team that had no expectations from anybody 
else of winning,” Yaniger said. “They played with incredible 
pride, they played hard and with six holes to go, we were in it.”

It was a fitting end to Yaniger’s 20-year reign as the Tigers’ 
coach. During that time, he took a program that did not even 
have uniforms and turned it into a consistently successful 
group with facilities and uniforms to match.

Yaniger’s term began innocently enough. He was a part-
time coach who was hired, he said, because Towson needed 
someone to drive the van to tournaments.

“It sounded like fun, so I took a shot at it,” he said.
When he took the job, he wanted to have an impact on the 

program and make it better. One of the first improvements 
he made was self-funding. He convinced the university’s ad-
ministrators to let him give back his salary in exchange for al-
lowing the team to buy new equipment: shirts, pants, bags, 
everything. 

“Whether we belong here or not, you need to look like you 
belong,” Yaniger said of his reasoning at the time. “Because 
if you don’t look like it, no one wants you. And all of a sudden 
you see this look in everyone’s eye -- we look like a real team 
now.”

Yaniger’s teams won the America East Conference Tour-
nament three times in the early years of his career, but it was 
after Towson moved to the CAA that the team provided him 
his favorite memory from his time at the helm. 

In 2004, Towson had what Yaniger believed was one of the 
elite teams in the country. In an effort to prove how good his 
team was, and catapult it to the NCAA Tournament, he con-
vinced Penn State to let the Tigers enter the annual Ruther-
ford Intercollegiate Invitational, which the Nittany Lions host 
and had won 12 consecutive times.

Undaunted, Towson built a big lead and held on during the 
tournament’s final round to win by a single stroke. Thirteen 
years later, Yaniger can still recall his team’s total score for the 
final round -- the Tigers were one over par.

“That was the moment Towson golf became real,” Yaniger 
said. “I got home; I must have had 30 emails from different 
coaches because people didn’t go to Penn State because Penn 
State always beat the crap out of them. But we wanted it. At 
that time, I used to smoke cigarettes, and I must have smoked 
a pack on the way home.”

The 2004 Rutherford was one of 12 tournaments Tow-
son won under Yaniger’s guidance. The Tigers also won four 
conference titles and received four NCAA Tournament bids. 
Despite all of the on-the-course success Towson has had, the 
67-year-old coach believes his greatest accomplishment came 
off the course.

In an effort to get his teams’ practices out of the fickle ear-
ly-spring weather in Baltimore, Yaniger helped raise money 
for an indoor golf facility for the university. The facility was 
completed in 2015 and features one room for players to prac-
tice full swings and another with a green that simulates the 
breaks of a real course’s putting surface.

“That’s something that lasts,” Yaniger said of the facility. 
“That other stuff, winning is great, don’t get me wrong, I love 
beating everyone -- that’s like more fun than you can imag-
ine -- but that stuff comes and goes. The indoor facility will 
be here, and it will help recruiting, and it will help get the pro-
gram to new levels.”

Yaniger has invested in the program so it will continue 
to have success after he retires. Tricia Turley-Brandenburg, 
Towson’s deputy director of athletics overseeing the golf pro-
gram, said that was one of Yaniger’s goals. 
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Sports Radio Star Mo Gaba 
Fighting Cancer For Third Time
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Mo Gaba with Scott Garceau and Jeremy Conn
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“Brian has set us up very well for the future, and he takes 
great pride in that,” said Turley-Brandenburg, who has 
worked with Yaniger for three seasons.

But while Yaniger focused on the big picture, he didn’t take 
his eyes off each individual players and helping them improve. 

Yaniger helped his players lower their scores by playing 
smarter on the course rather than trying to improve their 
swings. 

“You don’t have to hit over every body of water you see,” 
he joked.

Juan Veloza, a senior who played four years under Yaniger, 
said the coach was also able to keep the team loose because 
he always made sure the players knew there were more impor-
tant things than golf.

“He always tried to emphasize the bigger picture,” said Ve-
loza, who is set to graduate with a degree in political science. 
“And that is, you play golf for a university, you travel with the 
team, you’re having a great time, it’s going to be one of the best 
experiences you have as a student.”

Even though he will be retiring from coaching, Yaniger 
plans to continue as an active member of the Towson commu-
nity, teaching a class called Principles of Coaching. He’ll also 
work at the pro shop of a local golf course so he can continue 
interacting with golfers, as well as spend more time with his 
three grandchildren.

Before he officially retired, Towson held an end-of-season 
event May 6, in which Yaniger had a chance to show his grati-
tude to everyone who helped make the team successful for 20 
years.

“He’s retiring after 20 years of, I say, service, because hon-
estly what he did was a service,” Veloza said. “It is a job, the 
formality of it, but he served for the team. All the stuff that he 
did, and I didn’t even see most of it because I was only here for 
four years, it’s just unbelievable.”

-- Dylan Sinn

McDonogh’s Dalton 
Hengst To Compete In 
Caribbean Scholastic 
Invitational In Cuba

Dalton Hengst is a junior at McDonogh who has grown 
into one of the top distance runners in Maryland. 

He runs in numerous regional and national competitions 
all over the U.S., but now Hengst will take his talents to Cuba. 

Hengst was recently selected to be part of Team Na-
tional Scholastic Athletics Foundation, a group of 28 track-
and-field athletes (14 boys and 14 girls) who will compete in 
the Caribbean Scholastic Invitational in Havana May 26-28. 
Long-time McDonogh coach Jeff Sanborn will also make 
the trip.

For Hengst, this is another honor he can add to a rapidly-
growing resume. He’s won Maryland Interscholastic Athletic 
Association championships in cross country as well as in-
door and outdoor track. In fact, he is the two-time defend-
ing MIAA cross country champion and pulled off the difficult 
hat trick of winning the 800-, 1,600- and 3,200-meters at the 
indoor title meet this past winter.

The junior also won his division of the mile (4:09.99) at the 
Penn Relays in Philadelphia a few weeks ago and has run in 
places such as San Diego, Los Angeles, New York and at Yale 
in New Haven, Conn., with more trips likely coming up.

This one, though, will be something new and different.
“The Caribbean meet has a rich history,” Hengst said. 

“There’s a lot of fast runners. It’s a great honor to go over and 
compete. Getting out of the country and competing against 
faces that I’ve never seen before will be [fun].”

Team NSAF announced it will leave for Havana May 24 
and return five days later. Hengst is slated to run in the 1,500 
meters May 26 and possibly the 5K two days later. He said 
that decision is going to come closer to the meet. Eric Allen 
Jr. (Bullis School, Montgomery County) was also selected.

Hengst has been a force among distance runners since 

beginning his McDonogh career and loves to run against the 
top athletes -- wherever they are. He sees this as another 
challenge in that area.

“I want to go the furthest I can with the sport and com-
peting internationally a lot is [great],” Hengst said. “Just 
having that experience now and seeing how I’m going to be 
treated … is going to be huge for me. I’m just kind of gaining 
more experience than from any other meet I’ve ever run in.”

Hengst will also gain the chance to learn about something 
few Americans have seen since the early 1960s -- life in Cuba.

He said NSAF has told the teams they’ll be traveling to-
gether, and that should limit safety concerns. Hengst said 
Team NSAF began receiving nuggets of information starting 
in late April that will give them a look at what life in Havana 
will look like.

The American athletes were informed their cellphones 
will not work at all in Cuba. And, if they are interested in 
WiFi, the cost is $10 per hour.

“I’m not nervous going there,” Hengst said. “The most 
exciting thing, for me, is that I don’t know what to expect.”

Sanborn has a better idea of what might be coming. He’s 
a government and global issues teacher at McDonogh and 
this trip certainly has piqued his interest.

“Upon first receiving the invitation to Cuba for Dalton, my 
first reaction was incredible -- and good for Dalton,” Sanborn 
said. “My second reaction was: I need to go to see a part of 
the world that is so close but, in many ways, so far away.”

Sanborn said Hengst running and getting a chance to 
compete in international competition are the main reasons 
they’re headed to Cuba, but there can be so much more to 
gain from this trip.

“Dalton [could] race twice while we are there … but visit-
ing and getting a close look -- a very close look -- and feel of 
Cuba runs a close second,” Sanborn said. “Cuba is an incred-
ible opportunity.”

Hengst also wants to get a feel for the Cuban lifestyle. It’s 
doubtful he will return with a box of cigars, but Hengst said 
he is going to do his best to communicate in Spanish while 
also sampling the food and getting a look at the culture.

He will have a chance to run in a highly competitive meet, 
but this time, for this trip, there is more than athletic compe-
tition on his plate.

“I’m sure they have a different lifestyle there,” Hengst 
said. “It will be interesting to see their food over there. Hope-
fully, I’ll have a chance to sit down and talk with them and 
see what they do.”

-- Jeff Seidel

Harrisburg Heat Duo To 
Lead Baltimore Celtics 
Soccer Club

During the 2016-17 Major Arena Soccer League season, 
first-year owner Carl Delmont along with rookie head coach 
and former Baltimore Blast player Denison Cabral re-ener-
gized the struggling Harrisburg Heat franchise. They fin-

ished within one game of making the playoffs after the team 
went 1-18 during 2015-16 season. 

Delmont won MASL Owner of the Year, and Cabral took 
home MASL Coach of the Year honors. 

Now, they are extending their passion for soccer to the 
youth game. On June 1, they will again join forces to lead the 
Baltimore Celtics Youth Soccer Club, one of the most suc-
cessful in the nation, with an emphasis on skills development 
and learning to play soccer the right way.

“I don’t care if we win or lose,” said Delmont, who is also 
CEO of Freedmont Mortgage. “I want players to know the 
basic skills and develop their soccer IQ. We’ll have college 
players, pro players and Division I coaches -- great soccer 
people -- bringing their soccer knowledge. We are excited to 
partner with the best soccer talent in Maryland and Penn-
sylvania.” 

As president and owner of the Baltimore Celtics, Del-
mont’s vision will call for a “macro-view” of managing soccer 
clubs in the region. He plans to create Celtic “hubs” in Anne 
Arundel, Harford and Carroll counties, as well as in the Ha-
nover and York areas of southern Pennsylvania. These hubs 
will be called Celtic North (Harford County), Celtic South 
(Anne Arundel County), Celtic West (Carroll County) and 
Celtic PA. He expects the number of teams to grow from 24 
to 40 in the next few years.

“I’m looking for smart growth,” he said. “There are some 
great clubs out there, but there is too much competition, and 
kids are falling out of the system. We’re looking to work with 
existing clubs -- if they need fields, coaches or training -- they 
can be part of the Celtics. We’re looking to develop kids at 
a young age to learn to play soccer the right way, and that’s 
why I chose Denison Cabral.”

Cabral will become coach and head futsal director. Win-
ner of eight indoor soccer championships and two MVPs, he 
is the leading scorer in Baltimore Blast history and director 
of the Baltimore Futsal Academy. He signed his first pro con-
tract when he was 14 and playing futsal -- a version of soccer 
played indoors on a hard court that is smaller than a regular 
football pitch -- in Brazil. He is looking forward to working 
with kids and sharing his passion for the game.

“You name them, every great player -- Ronaldinho, 
Neymar, Messi -- they’ve all kicked a futsal ball,” Cabral 
said. “I know the benefits of futsal and its importance to 
the development of technical skills and finesse with the 
ball. I trained with the best futsal coaches in the world. I 
love teaching the little ones to get comfortable and confi-
dent with the ball.”

The commitment to youth is also important to Delmont, 
who became fascinated with soccer at a young age. He grew 
up in Red Bank, N.J., watching Leeds United square off 
against Newcastle on snowy UHF channels with his friend. 
He attended Shepherd University in West Virginia and 
formed the first soccer club with a professor there; the uni-
versity now has an intercollegiate team. After college, Del-
mont moved to Baltimore and attended his first Blast game 
in the 1980s.

“I thought it was the greatest thing I’d ever seen,” he said, 
and he began playing indoor soccer. 

Delmont later joined the Blast board, and it was there he 
started sharing ideas with owner Ed Hale. The opportunity 
arose to purchase the Heat in the summer of 2016. He did 
some “soul searching,” as he puts it, and decided to take a 
shot at owning a soccer team. 

“We started out saying to each other, ‘We don’t know what 
we don’t know,’” Delmont said. “How can we improve? I’ve 
worked with some great people for the last 20 years in the 
mortgage business and was able to put a talented front office 
together.”

One of the best moments of the magical Heat season for 
Delmont came from a fan.

“You created the same atmosphere I remembered as a 
kid,” the fan said to Delmont. “Now I get to share that with 
my kids. Thanks for allowing me to recapture that.”

Delmont’s goal is to bring the same energy to the Balti-
more Celtics.

“I can’t wait to get started,” he said. 

-- Dean Smith
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Dalton Hengst (center) with McDonogh coach 
Jeff Sanborn (right) 



8  |    |  may 2017

t’s not a whole lot differ-
ent than changing all of 
the light bulbs in your 
house.

But on a much grand-
er scale, for sure.

The Orioles and Mary-
land Stadium Authority have installed 
LED lights on the four towers at Oriole 
Park at Camden Yards, replacing the high-
intensity discharge (HID) lamps that have 
been in place since the park opened in 1992.

Musco Sports Lighting, an Iowa-based 
company that has been in business since 
1976, won the $1.67 million deal to do the 
work at Camden Yards. Musco has also in-
stalled LED systems at the Padres’ Petco 
Park and the Astros’ Minute Maid Park, as 
well as at the Mercedes Benz Superdome 
in New Orleans; AT&T Stadium in Arling-
ton, Texas; NRG Stadium in Houston; and 
Emirates Stadium in England, home of the 

Arsenal soccer team.
In 2015, the Seattle Mariners were the 

first team in Major League Baseball to 
install LEDs. Yankee Stadium, the Texas 
Rangers’ Globe Life Park, the Twins’ Tar-
get Field and the Braves’ SunTrust Park 
also have LEDs, but none of those were 
manufactured or installed by Musco. 

(The Orioles haven’t fared particularly 
well in games played under LED lights. 
They struck out a MLB record 52 times 
while getting swept during a three-game 
series last year in Minute Maid Park. They 
also were 0-4 in Seattle, 1-3 in Texas and 6-7 
at Yankee Stadium.)

Jeff Rogers, vice president for sales at 
Musco, said in a written response to ques-
tions posed by PressBox that LED lighting 
is the wave of the future.

“Yes, the cost and efficiency of the LED 
light source continues to improve to make 
it the best value solution for many facilities 
of all sizes,” he said. “Improved efficiency, 
the whiter light, instant on/off, dimming 

and the ability to create dynamic light 
shows are some of the beneficial character-
istics of the LED chip.”

Without getting too lighting-geek on 
you, LEDs use multiple narrow beams of 
light to produce a brighter and more uni-
form illumination than HIDs. 

LEDs are said to produce significantly 
less glare and fewer shadows on the field 
and create better color and more true-to-
life pictures on high-definition TV pictures.

In addition, LEDs can cut energy use by 
54 percent over HIDs, according to Rogers, 
which results in greatly reduced carbon di-
oxide emissions.

“The LED light source converts energy 
more efficiently than metal halide technol-
ogy,” Rogers said. “With the instant on/off/
dimming capabilities, venues can adjust 
the light level when full power of the sys-
tem is not needed and implement special 
effects. When properly designed, an LED 
system can create a better viewing experi-
ence for everyone involved.”

Though, according to Rogers, installing 
an LED lighting system is a complicated 
procedure.

“To effectively control the light coming 
from thousands of LED chips takes a com-
plex system of optics and reflectors that will 
apply the light to the field with uniformity, 
while also preventing glare from shining into 
the eyes of players and spectators, and pre-
serving darkness in the surrounding areas 
where light isn’t intended,” he said.

The new lights are expected to last more 
than 40 years. So when Baltimore is celebrat-
ing the 65th anniversary of Camden Yards in 
2057, it very well could be under lights now 
shining on Orioles third baseman Manny 
Machado and center fielder Adam Jones.

LED systems aren’t just for professional 
sports.

Musco said they have installed them 
at Towson University’s outdoor tennis 
courts, where neighbors were concerned 
about light leaking into their yards, as 
well as the football stadium at Our Lady 
of Good Counsel High School in Olney, 
Md.; a football practice field at the Bul-
lis School in Potomac, Md.; and the out-
door basketball and tennis courts at the 
Glenarden Community Center in Prince 
George’s County.

“The costs have come down significant-
ly to help make a high-quality LED system 
an affordable choice,” Rogers said. “For 
facilities that have higher hours of usage, 
the efficiency and maintenance savings will 
help offset any higher capital expenses.” 

Orioles Assured Of Bright Future, 
At Least From New LED Lights
  Ed Waldman
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You think you know the Orioles’ first base 
coach. He’s the guy who threw a ball to 
your daughter. He’s the one who bantered 
with your brother-in-law in the stands that 
night. He’s the one they featured on the 
scoreboard, cooking his ribs.

Kirby is all of those guys. He’s also more, 
much more.

Wayne Kirby, 53, is in his seventh season 
coaching first base for the Orioles, after 
coming to Baltimore in 2011 as one of Buck 
Showalter’s coaches during the manager’s 
first full season.

“Kirb’s very easy to talk to, always ap-
proachable,” Showalter said. “What people 
miss sometimes, because he has such a 
good personality, is how good he is and 
how knowledgeable he is. He’s got a great 
passion for the Orioles and for just doing 
things right. I trust him explicitly.”

Kirby is perhaps the loudest human be-
ing you’ve ever heard. You can hear him 
from several hundred yards away, but his 
voice, joking or barking instructions, isn’t 
an off-putting one, but a friendly, mostly 
welcoming voice.

That voice can be hilarious. In spring 
training, after Orioles executive vice presi-
dent of baseball operations Dan Duquette 
suggested, indirectly, that center fielder 
Adam Jones play deeper, Kirby laughed 
when Jones took the field for the first time 
in February with his back close to the cen-
ter-field fence.

“Playing deep enough for you?” Kirby 
yelled, punctuating it with his trademark 
laugh.

Spring training may be where Kirby 
does his best work, drilling outfielders on 
positioning, throwing and fielding. He takes 
that seriously.

In 2013, after Jones missed some of 
spring training to play in the World Base-
ball Classic and made some uncharacter-
istic miscues during the early weeks of the 
season, Kirby attributed them, in part, to 
the center fielder’s lack of fundamental 
work because of his absence.

There was no repeat of that this year 
when Jones again left spring training for 
the WBC.

Jones is Kirby’s most attentive student 
as well as a close friend.

By the time Kirby came to the Orioles, 
Jones was already in his fourth season in 
Baltimore, but there was more to learn.

“You’re good. You know what you can 
do, now let’s get better,” Kirby told Jones. 
“Let’s improve these things. Make yourself 
smarter, learn the hitters more.”

Not only does Kirby teach outfield play, 
he is also a student of baserunning, and he 
teaches the Orioles about life.

“Kirby told me a lot of things, but the 
one thing he’s told me almost all the time, 

if you treat the game right, the game will 
reward you,” second baseman Jonathan 
Schoop said. “Play hard, run hard, run the 
bases hard, play the game hard, don’t get 
mad, don’t get outs. He’s right, too.

“This guy is the same guy every day, joking 
around. His style, his personality is so good. If 
he has something to say, he’ll tell you straight 
up. If you’re not doing good hitting, he’ll come 
to you, let’s clean it up, go to work. He’s a good 
man, definitely. He keeps it loose.”

The Oriole who has known Kirby the 
longest, first baseman Chris Davis, has ben-
efited from his teaching ability.

In 2012, when Davis was needed in right 
and left field, Kirby was there to help.

“Kirb helped me out a lot with align-
ment, taking me out early, hitting balls off 
the wall and in that little corner at Camden, 
which is tough if you haven’t played there,” 
Davis said. “He’s one of those guys that he’s 
going to talk a big game, but he definitely 

backs it up and is willing to work at any 
point in time.”

Kirby’s teaching is not exclusively for 
his ballclub. He eagerly teaches his three 
children, daughters Caylee and Cabria and 
10-year-old son Caden.

Caylee, who is due to graduate from the 
University of Nevada-Las Vegas in May, 
got to spend extra time with her father 
last year. She was a production intern for 
MASN, an experience both daughter and 
father found valuable.

“You teach them everything they need to 
know about what I do, and I’m definitely in-
terested in what they do,” Kirby said, “and 
if that’s the career she wants to go in, jour-
nalism or sports broadcasting, I’m behind 
them, and I’m going to try to do my best 
giving them an edge up by coming to work 
for MASN last summer, intern without pay, 
just to get them understanding about the 
industry, what it takes to do it.”

Cabria will graduate from high school in 
June, and Caden is an eager young athlete. 
For Kirby, it’s not his first shot at mentoring 
a family member.

Terry Kirby --- Wayne’s younger brother 
by six years -- played 10 seasons in the NFL 
as a running back for the San Francisco 
49ers, Oakland Raiders, Miami Dolphins 
and Cleveland Browns from 1993 to 2002. 
Wayne had a hand in getting his little broth-
er ready for the challenges that awaited.

“We used to play a lot of sandlot football, 
sandlot basketball, sandlot baseball,” Wayne 
Kirby said, “and he was pretty big at age 5 
and 6, so we said, ‘you’re going to get hurt.’ 
He said, ‘I don’t care. I want to play.’ I think 
he got his mental toughness when he was 
young, and we didn’t take it easy on him.”

Just as Kirby “didn’t take it easy” on his 
kid brother years ago, the Orioles coach 
has been straightforward in trying to guide 
Jones.

“Being around his kids and having my 
own kids, just the little things in life, he’s 
taught me also, and it’s good to have him, 
a strong black man around to implement 

those core values,” Jones said. “He’s 20 
years my senior, so ... not to listen to him on 
other things, not just baseball, would be a 
waste of my time because he’s a man full of 
knowledge. In his words, he has about eight 
terabytes of knowledge. That’s his words.”

Kirby was an outfielder for eight years in 
the major leagues with Cleveland, the Los 
Angeles Dodgers and the New York Mets 
from 1991-1998.

“I know what it’s like to play eight-and-
a-half years in the minor leagues,” Kirby 
said. “I know what it’s like to play in the big 
leagues. I know what it’s like to have pres-
sure on you. You’re away from your family. 
You can relate. Sometimes you feel like a 
father figure every once in a while. When 
things go bad, you’ve got to lift them up. 
When things are going good, you’ve got to 
tell them to stay on an even keel. ... I try to 
keep it real and be as honest as possible.”

Kirby spends more time than any oth-

er Orioles coach in the clubhouse playing 
cards, chess and pool, but when he needs to 
be, he can be tough.

“You have to have one coach on the play-
er bus, and he’s the guy,” Showalter said. “If 
there’s any bullshit going on, I know he’s go-
ing to take care of it.

“He doesn’t come telling me what play-
ers are saying or doing. It’s not like that. He 
knows I don’t want that. He’s got to keep 
that trust. There’s a fine line you walk get-
ting too close, but Kirby walks it very well. 
He’s your best ally, and he can be your big-
gest critic, but he’s got a pure heart. He can 
take it as well as dish it out.

“Every team needs someone that brings 
what Wayne brings. He’s more than just an 
outfield coach, first base coach. He takes 
first base coaching to another level. He’s a 
student of the game. He’s always on. He’s 
always engaged in the competition. He’s al-
ways very consistent. The players need to 

know when they walk in the door, he’s not 
moody. ‘Stay away from Kirby, he’s having 
a bad day.’ You don’t do that. He doesn’t 
expect anybody else to ask him. You’re out 
there competing, you can’t come in and say, 
you’re having a bad day. It doesn’t play. He 
sets a great example. He was a really good 
player on some championship teams. He 
does more than talk the talk. He’s walked it.”

When Kirby was with Cleveland in the 
mid-90s, the Indians had strong personali-
ties in the outfield. Albert Belle, Kenny Lof-
ton and Manny Ramirez could be polariz-
ing, and Kirby was the fourth outfielder on 
the 1995 team that went to the World Series.

“I felt like I was teaching back then,” 
Kirby said. “I was probably the oldest one 
of the bunch. I was 29, 30 years old. Kenny 
was young. Albert was young. Manny was 
young. We all were young, but they looked 
up to me because I spent so much time in 
the minor leagues.

“Even though I spent so much time in 
the minor leagues ... I still knew how to 
play the game. … They would ask me 
questions. What are you supposed to 

KIRBY THE TEACHER

STEADYING INFLUENCE

EVERYBODY
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do on this? What are you supposed to do on 
that? If you see a guy come out of the minor 
leagues early, there’s still a lot of baseball 
to understand, so I was still pretty much 
coaching as a player.”

In Kirby’s world, baseball should be fun.
“I’ve always been interacting with the 

fans,” Kirby said. “I’m a firm believer if they 
talk to you, I don’t care how they talk to 
you. I do care, but when someone gets mad 
at you, I don’t talk back to them. I just tilt 

up [my fingers] like you’ve been drinking or 
I tell them to stand up so I can see who’s 
talking to me. I say, ‘You know my name. 
Tell me your name.’ We interact. It’s fun.

“I believe in giving the infielders a fresh 

ball every inning, so they don’t throw with 
the scuff and all that. I want them to throw 
good balls every inning. It’s a good trait. 
The balls that come back in scuffed or wet 
or whatever, I think the fans deserve a ball. 
I can’t give everybody a ball.”

In spring training 2015, Orioles manager 
of in-game entertainment Bryan Krandle 
produced a series of videos for the score-

board featuring one of Kirby’s talents. 
Productions producer Ben Epstein came 
up with a catchy jingle, and “Cooking with 
Kirby” was born.

It’s no exaggeration to say Kirby’s cook-
ing abilities are legendary.

“Outstanding, outstanding,” Jones said. 
“There’s only one thing I’m not a fan of 
his, and that’s his meatloaf. I don’t like his 
meatloaf too much. That’s the only thing. 
The pasta, the ribs, the salmon is unbe-
lievable -- rockfish, the orange roughy, the 
wings with the Asian sauce, he’s Chef-Boy-
A-Kirb to me.”

Added third baseman Manny Machado: 
“Great cook, great. It’s amazing. I think his 
ribs -- I love his ribs and his pastas are phe-
nomenal.”

Kirby began cooking as a youngster with 
his grandmother.

“She told me, ‘Son, you’re going to have 
to learn how to cook in case you’re on your 
own one day,’” Kirby said. “In the minor 
leagues, I was on my own, so, basically, I 
learned from the minor leagues. You learn a 
lot of things in the minor leagues. You learn 
yourself when you’re away from your par-
ents, how you adapt.

“You just watch a few cooking stations 
and you get tips. I don’t use a cookbook. I 
just remember.”

 

For several years, Kirby played cards 
and pool with Orioles players. Then, last 
year, right-handed pitcher Dylan Bundy 

started playing chess, and it quickly caught 
on. Fellow right-hander Kevin Gausman 
picked up the game, and designated hitter 
Pedro Alvarez played. Then Schoop and 
Machado, and, of course, Kirby.

“This is a close-knit clubhouse, and 
you want to learn everything you possi-
bly can learn,” Kirby said. “We learn how 
to play chess. We learn how to play better 
baseball. It’s a family. We teach each other. 
If you’ve got a kid, you teach him how to 
hit and play baseball. This is a family, and 
we’re teaching each other everything we 
can possibly know about life itself and a 
baseball game.”

These days, Kirby’s most frequent play-
ing partners are Schoop and Machado.

“Kirby’s good at everything,” Machado 
said. “Kirby, he beats us at chess. He beats 
us at card games. A couple of years ago, it 
was all cards. Now, we changed to chess. 
He still beats us. He adapts. He adapts real 
quick.”

For Jones, Kirby is the ideal competitor.
“He wants to win just as bad as the 

players, and you see that in his eyes, 
which is terrific,” Jones said. “He pushes 
the players, pitchers, the coaching staff, 
the front office, the media. He pushes 
everybody. You’ve seen him. You’ve been 
around him; he’s always exuding a fun 
personality and a smile. If you can’t feed 
off that, I don’t know where you’re at.”  
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  THE 15

Season 24 of ABC’s “Dancing With The 
Stars” winds down this month, a season that 
has featured former Chicago Cubs catcher 
David Ross, former New York Giants run-
ning back Rashad Jennings, Olympic gym-
nast Simone Biles and former Olympic fig-
ure skater Nancy Kerrigan. Of course, former 
Baltimore Ravens receiver Jacoby Jones fin-
ished third in the show’s 16th season. 

For The 15 this month, I thought about 
which other Baltimore sports figures I’d like 
to see battle for the Mirrorball Trophy. In al-
phabetical order, here’s who I came up with. 

 

RAVENS QB JOE FLACCO
Obviously, this seems insane considering 
Flacco’s own father, Steve, once famously told 

The New York Times that “Joe is dull. As dull as he is 
portrayed in the media, he’s that dull. He is dull.”  Of 

course, that’s the point to this. The former Super Bowl 

MVP is far more athletic than he’s given credit for, but 

his chances of winning aren’t why I’d want to see him 

on the show. I’d want to see him there because it would 

just be nice to see him do ... something. Anything. This 

would be so bizarre it would be must watch. 

ORIOLES OF HYUN SOO KIM
If you’ve never seen it, search “Hyun Soo Kim 

music video” on your preferred Google vehi-

cle. The second-year MLB player once filmed a video for 

his KBO theme song that heavily features him dancing. 

Or, doing something that is a distant cousin of “danc-

ing” at least. There’s some arm flailing, hip shaking and 

leg kicking, which is about as much as “Saturday Night 

Live” alum Chris Kattan had to offer during his brief 

stint on the show this season.  

 FORMER RAVENS LB RAY LEWIS
This is one of the more obvious suggestions 

on the list. In pop culture, Lewis was nearly as 

well known for his pre-game ritual as his on-field bril-

liance. But do we know if Lewis has the full repertoire of 

moves necessary to win over judge Len Goodman? And 

do we know if there’s another FieldTurf in Southern 

California for Lewis to make weekly entrances? 

 ORIOLES 3B MANNY MACHADO  
AND 2B JONATHAN SCHOOP
It’s a bold concept, but is there any reason 

why the star duo couldn’t just forgo having a pro danc-

ing partner in favor of working with each other? With no 

disrespect to dancing pros Lindsay Arnold or Julianne 

Hough, these two simply don’t need the help. Have you 

considered the incredible choreography necessary just 

for their handshake? Imagine what might be possible 

if they put their choreography skills to the test on the 

ballroom floor instead. 

 HARFORD COUNTY NATIVE/FORMER 
OLYMPIC FIGURE SKATER  
KIMMIE MEISSNER

Much like Kerrigan this season, the former World and 

U.S. champion seems like sort of a no-brainer. If you 

can land a triple axel in competition, you can probably 

handle an Argentine tango. Meissner is also one of the 
most likable human beings in the history of human be-

ings, which should make her an immediate favorite of 

judge Bruno Tonioli. 

FORMER RAVENS DT HALOTI NGATA
You’ve seen him dancing Risky Business-style 

in a Royal Farms commercial. If you haven’t, 

you owe it to yourself to see him perform a shirtless 

Tongan war dance (again, a simple Google search 

should suffice here) at his former annual charity luau 

here in Baltimore. We all know how much fun it is to 

watch a big man dance, and at 6-foot-4 and 345 pounds, 

Ngata is pure monster. 

MARYLAND G/F JARED NICKENS
If his former teammate Jalen Brantley hadn’t 

decided to skip town in favor of UMass, I might 

suggest they consider a Machado/Schoop-like pairing. 

But even without his #RunningManChallenge partner, 

Nickens has proven to have the type of moves that can 

succeed on DWTS. I’m just not sure ABC would allow 

him to use the song “My Boo” for every performance. 

FORMER RAVENS OT  
JONATHAN OGDEN
Again, I remind you it’s always better when 

the big man dances. This 6-foot-9, 345-pound Hall of 

Famer first showed us his skills in the cringe-worthiest 

of mid-2000s GEBCO insurance commercials. We de-

serve the opportunity to see more. It’s just a shame he 

never joined the likes of Lewis and former Ravens run-

ning back Willis McGahee to offer painful head bopping 

in an Eastern Motors commercial as well. 

ORIOLES MANAGER BUCK SHOWALTER
This probably makes no sense at all, but it’s 
similar to the Flacco factor. The Orioles skip-

per famously carries a bit of a permanent poker face. 
Any time he emotes in a manner similar to a typical hu-
man being, fans of the team scamper to make GIFs of 
the rare sight. The idea of him paso doble-ing with pro-
fessional dancer Witney Carson is just simply delight-
ful. We can only hope if he makes the finals he doesn’t 
choose to pull himself and go with Orioles right-hander 
Ubaldo Jimenez instead. 

 FORMER RAVENS DT TONY SIRAGUSA
Have I mentioned I want to see big men danc-
ing? Because I vastly prefer seeing big men 

dancing. The Super Bowl XXXV champion didn’t have 
as much of a sack dance as he did a sack “flap your 
arms like a bird” movement, but I’m sure he could cook 
something up for the DWTS stage. The good news is he 
won’t have to worry about any leaking during a perfor-
mance. (If you don’t know the reference, don’t bother 
searching. You’re better off.)

RAVENS K JUSTIN TUCKER
In the past, we’ve seen Tucker turn to Te-
rio’s “OOH KILL ‘EM” and Drake’s “Hotline 

Bling” dances (among others) after huge kicks. That 
doesn’t guarantee the two-time All-Pro can nail a Vien-
nese Waltz, but given his seemingly never-ending list of 
skills I wouldn’t doubt his ability to pull it off. 

FORMER MARYLAND GUARD 
GREIVIS VASQUEZ
Not being an avid viewer of the show, I can’t 

say whether the “Shimmy” has ever made the cut as a 
competitive dance on DWTS. If called upon to perform 
one, the native Venezuelan would receive all 10s before 
he even took the floor. Vasquez shimmied even more 
often than he knocked down clutch jumpers during 

his career in College Park, Md. He probably shimmied 

about as much as he breathed, really. 

FORMER RAVENS WR KELLEY 
WASHINGTON
This would be a tough sell from the “Stars” 

perspective of “Dancing With The Stars,” but then 

again, I had never heard of Bonner Bolton before he 

sauntered his way onto the stage this season. While 

Lewis may have had the Ravens’ most iconic version 

of “The Squirrel,” Washington’s was even more absurd 

and featured even more impressive hip fluidity. He 

would easily turn heads. 

RAVENS DT BRANDON WILLIAMS
Once more, a chance to see a big man get 

down on the DWTS stage. We know Williams’ 

go-to is “The Carlton” of Fresh Prince of Bel Air fame, 

but Alfonso Ribeiro himself already did it during the 

show’s 19th season. Williams’ incredible athleticism for 

his 6-foot-1, 340-pound frame makes his moves all the 

more enjoyable every time he posts them to Instagram. 

FORMER MARYLAND BASKETBALL 
COACH GARY WILLIAMS
Much like Flacco or Showalter, who wouldn’t 

want to see the angriest man in local sports history 

take on the challenge of the Charleston? Of course, 
ABC would probably have to extend their seven-second 
delay if the Hall of Famer were to come on the show. 
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y now you’ve heard about Trey Mancini’s 
prodigious home-run hitting, tying a ma-
jor league record with eight home runs 
in his first 17 games. You probably saw 
Mancini’s mom enthusiastically cheer-
ing for her son last year, when he hit his 
first home run after an unexpected mid-

September callup from Triple-A Norfolk.
The 25-year-old Mancini, who hadn’t played the out-

field as a professional, quickly adapted to it when the Ori-
oles played him there in early March. Barely a week after 
playing right field for the first time in a major league game, 
manager Buck Showalter directed him to play left field for 
the first time, in Fenway Park, no less. In the minors, Man-
cini was a first baseman.

“It’s a process,” Showalter said. “I’m real proud of him 
and the way that we’ve been able to kind of give him play-
ing time. We’ve had more left-handed starters against us 
than any time I’ve been here. … We felt like, coming out of 
spring, we’d face a lot of left-handed starters, and there 
would be at-bats for him. And it’s kind of evolved from 
there. He’s not just a left-on-right guy.”

Showalter knows there are lots of challenges for Man-
cini. Being in the big leagues is a challenge in itself, much 
less learning two outfield positions.

“Trey doesn’t look at it as an excuse to fail,” Showalter 
said. “He looks at it like, ‘Here’s a chance that I can carve 
a little niche and stay.’

“He’s done well. I just like the way he goes about it. He’s 
gotten better and better. He’s getting a lot of reps, a lot of 
challenges out there.”

No, the right-handed power hitter isn’t just a player 
who hits against lefties. Mancini is a most interesting 
young man with a fascinating background.

His father, also named Joseph Anthony Mancini, is an 
OB-GYN in Winter Haven, Fla.

Before he settled on baseball, Mancini did consider be-
coming a physician.

“For a second,” Mancini said. “My dad and uncle were 
both doctors, and they said, ‘I’d 100 percent pursue base-
ball if I were you. I think it would be a good life choice be-
cause there’s a lot of stress that comes with the job.’ 

“It’s a lot of school. After college was over, I was pretty 
set on the amount of schooling I had had. I don’t know if I 
wanted it to be too much more. It was a pretty easy choice 
not to be a doctor.”

Instead, Mancini was the Orioles’ eighth-round pick in 
the June 2013 draft out of Notre Dame.

Even though a few major leaguers, most notably San 
Francisco Giants right-hander Jeff Samardzija and Arizo-
na outfielder A.J. Pollock, have played at Notre Dame, the 
Fighting Irish aren’t known as a baseball power.

At 6-foot-4, Mancini looks the part of an athlete, but he 
was never noticed as one walking around the South Bend, 
Ind., campus.

“In high school, our baseball team was known as our best 
team,” Mancini said. “At Notre Dame, we had a very good 
team, but there are so many sports. All of our teams are 

so competitive. Football kind of dominates the landscape, 
so baseball can sometimes be seen a little bit in the back-
ground. It was still great. It was the best experience of my 
life at Notre Dame. I love that school more than anything.”

It wasn’t hard not being a Big Man on Campus.
“Only people that know you personally know that you 

play baseball,” Mancini said. “It’s not like you walk around 
campus and everybody would guess that. With the football 
players, it’s like that a little more.”

Even though Mancini looks as if he could have been a 
quarterback or wide receiver, he never played football grow-
ing up in Florida, a state mad about all levels of the game.

“I played tennis growing up,” he said. “I would have 
played tennis if it was in a different season than base-
ball. When I was 14, I was a really good tennis player, but I 
stopped playing when I got to high school and committed 
to baseball.”

The Orioles have an outstanding tennis player in short-
stop J.J. Hardy. Mancini laughs when he’s asked if he could 
hang with Hardy on the tennis court.

“I completely lost it,” Mancini said. “I still play tennis 
some in the offseason. My 14-year-old self would beat me 
now 6-0, 6-0.”

Mancini left school after his junior year in college to 
play professional ball, but he finished his degree in politi-
cal science in the fall semesters of 2014 and 2015.

“It’s a challenge. You have to balance your schoolwork 
with your athletics,” Mancini said. “We had so many prac-
tices, and it takes up a lot of your time, but you have to find 
a balance between that. Having a social life outside of that 
is important too in college. It’s a very challenging place. 
You have to learn how to balance that.”

There aren’t many major league players with degrees 
from four-year colleges and fewer with degrees in political 
science. But don’t think Mancini is some policy wonk be-
cause of his major. He swears he doesn’t closely follow the 
happenings in Washington, D.C.

“Honestly, not much at all,” he said. “I did it more be-
cause I really like history, and I was at a crossroads what 
to do academically. Political science kind of interested me 
the most out of everything, but I’m not really that into pol-
itics now -- I’d say since I’m not taking classes any more. 
I’m probably not into it as much as I should be. I started in 
the business school, and I wasn’t interested in it at all, so I 
switched to political science.”

One of Mancini’s teammates at Notre Dame was Pat 
Connaughton, who was drafted as a pitcher by the Orioles 
in 2014 but hasn’t played baseball since. Connaughton has 
been with the NBA’s Portland Trail Blazers for the last 
two seasons. Mancini is hoping they’ll be teammates again 
with the Orioles.

“There’s definitely a chance. I don’t know exactly what 
his situation is,” Mancini said. “He loves basketball and 
baseball. He can take his career two ways right now. He’ll 
take some time to decide what to do. I have no doubt in my 
mind he’ll be back and playing baseball at some point, but 
I just don’t know when that is exactly.”

Mancini knows about hectic schedules and fitting things 
in. Despite the rigorous and unpredictable schedule of a 
physician, his father got to see his son play many games.

“He had to miss some, but he was at every game that 
he could be. The large majority he was at. Both of [my 
parents] were truly supportive through the years playing 
baseball and stuff,” Mancini said.

He got to see his father at work during his games, too.
“Whenever my dad was at my games growing up, [if] 

somebody got hit by a pitch or a pitcher got hit by a come-
backer, my dad would be the one [to] inspect and see if 
there was an injury, see if there was anything serious,” 
Mancini said.

“They’d ask him what kind of a doctor he was, and he’d 
say OB-GYN, and they were laughing that he was looking 
at 8-year-old kids that got hit by a pitch to see if they were 
hurt -- just because it’s not really his expertise. He was 
always like the team doctor for both teams at the games 
when I was growing up.” 
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There’s A Lot To Know 
About Trey Mancini
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his column comes with an admission 
of guilt involving an incident I’m still 
embarrassed about -- nearly 30 years 
later.

I was that guy once -- the drunken 
idiot at a sporting event screaming at 
a professional athlete. There was no 

particular reason. It’s just something I did. Thought it 
was funny. 

That memory came rushing back to me this month 
because of what happened with center fielder Adam 
Jones and the Orioles at Fenway Park May 1. So much 
has been written about the two-week ordeal between 
the Orioles and Red Sox and the subsequent spiking, 
beanballs and ejections that it makes little sense to re-
hash all of it.

But what Jones endured May 1 -- racial slurs figu-
ratively hurled at him and a bag of peanuts literally 
hurled at him -- is worth mentioning again. And again.

Because that kind of hate spewing is not acceptable 
in ballparks or anywhere else in this country.

When I consider Jones jawing with the fans that 
night, I have two immediate thoughts: 

One, what was said to and thrown at Jones must 
have been particularly disturbing because Jones gets 
verbally brutalized plenty of times each season. 

This was not an isolated incident, nor an incident 
isolated to Boston. Jones has heard negative comments 
from opposing fans throughout his career, and some of 
them have been of the racial-taunt variety. He usually 
ignores it, but snapped in Boston. I’d imagine having 
something literally thrown at him was the catalyst for 
his tirade there.

As uncomfortable as it was for baseball to acknowl-
edge the racism, Jones deserves credit for standing 
up to it, making a point about the ignorance and an-
swering questions from reporters, though that public 
stance will likely make him a further target of abuse 
from those who revel in hatred.

My other thought about this was equally uncomfort-
able for me.

Because, to a group of strangers around me on a 
summer night in the late 1980s, I must have appeared 
to be reveling in hate as well.

I was in my late teens, early 20s. A college student 
home in Baltimore for summer break. A group of friends 
and I went to a whole lot of Orioles games back in those 
days. It was cheap entertainment and the team was 
interesting, whether it was the historically awful 1988 
club or the invigorating ‘Why Not?’ squad in 1989.

We imbibed a lot of alcohol at those games, well be-
yond responsible drinking. Another fact I’m not thrilled 
admitting now that I’m in my 40s, a father of three and 
a professional sportswriter.

Anyway, on one particular night during that era, the 
Orioles were playing the Chicago White Sox at Memori-
al Stadium. I was with a group of friends in the bleach-
er seats above right field. It was a sparsely attended 
game and, if I remember correctly, one that wasn’t par-
ticularly compelling.

At some point, White Sox right fielder Ivan Calde-
ron misplayed a ball in right. He might have ultimately 
caught it, I don’t remember, but I know it wasn’t pretty. 
That began our initial harassing of Calderon, who by 
that time was about halfway through a solid, 10-year, 
big league career. 

I never had any impressions of Calderon up to that 
point. He just had the misfortune of playing right that 
night when the beers were flowing and the game was 
boring.

The last couple innings were particularly brutal. 
Egged on by friends and liquid courage, I kept yapping 
at Calderon, spinning jokes about his nickname -- “Ivan 
The Terrible? Should be Ivan, Your Terrible,” -- ripping 
his well-coiffed black curls -- “Spend less time on your 
hair and more time on your defense,” -- and expertly in-
structing him that he couldn’t “carry the jock” of Mary-
land favorite son and his White Sox teammate, Harold 
Baines. 

I think we caught him grinning at the Baines com-

ment. Otherwise, Calderon ignored us, with the occa-
sional side glance to see who we were (and probably 
memorizing our faces if he ever saw us on the street 
when he was off-duty).

At the time, I thought it was harmless. There were 
no racial epithets, no coarse language I can remember. 
And, besides, everyone around me was laughing. Even 
strangers. They all enjoyed it, right?

Well, now that I’m a dad and a general hater of idi-
otic people, I would have liked to slap that previous me 
across the face. Hard. Several times. It was boorish be-
havior and completely unnecessary. I never did it again. 

I thought one day I might actually run into Calderon 
while doing this job, recount the story and apologize. (I 
never had a chance. In 2003, two years after I became 
a full-time baseball writer, the retired Calderon was 
tragically shot in the back and killed in a bar in his na-
tive Puerto Rico, reportedly by members of a drug gang 
searching for his son.)

My experience as a one-day heckler of a baseball 
player stuck with me, though. And I lean on it today 
when I think about the Jones incident.

I honestly believe if one fan in our section that night 
-- and there weren’t many people there -- had told me to 
shut up and sit down, I would have. In retrospect, I was 
just doing it for attention, trying to get some laughs.

And I guarantee if an usher had told me to pipe 
down or leave -- or worse, be threatened by arrest and/
or a hefty fine -- I would have zipped it. Oh, I would 
have complained loudly for effect, but I wouldn’t have 
risked real trouble.

Again, I wasn’t belligerent or hateful. Just being an 
idiot for giggles. There’s certainly a line there.

But when the Jones situation arose, plenty of solu-
tions to stop this stuff from happening again were ban-
died about -- from limiting alcohol sales to imposing 
prosecution for verbal harassment. Certainly, those 
concepts could help curtail such behavior, I suppose. 
Though those are slippery slopes, too.

The ultimate goal here is to make the ballpark ex-
perience enjoyable for all, not to spark a debate about 
free speech. We’re not going to change what’s in some-
one’s heart. But we can make it more difficult for the 
crass minority to ruin the experience for the respectful 
majority.

So, if you’re ever in that situation at a major league 
stadium, and a heckler is stepping over that line and 
making you uncomfortable, contact the section’s usher 
and let him or her get the proper people to step in. I’m 
not saying overreact, just use common sense.

The heckler may be thankful for that interaction 
later. Trust me on that. 
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ne appealing thing about MLB’s ama-
teur free-agent draft is nobody knows 
enough about it to encourage any of 
those intolerable “mock drafts” the NFL 
seems to inspire. That, of course, doesn’t 
mean we can’t mock the process -- and 
this just might be one of those years.

Orioles manager Buck Showalter has 
been at the forefront of those who, for years, has lamented 
the absence of multi-talented athletes available to base-
ball. That absence is attributed to the fact multi-sport 
athletes have virtually disappeared thanks to the rash of 
showcase events, travel and club teams that have become 
big business in virtually every sport.

Baseball, undeniably, is a game of contrasts -- a hitter 
can be Hall-of-Fame material if he fails 70 percent of the 
time (a .300 average), while a pitcher with a success ratio 
that high won’t last long. But at the MLB level there is 
one constant; just about every position player has been a 
pitcher somewhere along the line in his career, just as most 
pitchers have been everyday performers (usually shortstop, 
outfield or first base) at one time or another. Only rarely do 
those talents combine in this day and age of specialization.

Which is why this year’s draft is so interesting, and why 
some teams might want to use the Orioles’ track record 
as a history lesson. The consensus two best talents in this 
year’s class, high school phenom Hunter Greene and the 
top college player Brendan McKay, are two-way players 
considered good enough to be top-of-line draft picks as ei-
ther pitchers or hitters.

Fortunately, the Orioles no longer have to worry about 
the top picks in the draft, thanks to their five-year win-
ning streak, so they won’t have to make any decisions on 
Greene, whose position is shortstop, or McKay, a first 
baseman. The Minnesota Twins and Cincinnati Reds have 
the first two choices and, presumably, will make at least 
the initial determination.

It will probably come as no shock Greene and McKay 
are getting at least slightly higher grades as pitchers be-
cause baseball has trended toward valuing pitching over 
hitting. Because he is 21 years old and has three years of 
college experience, the decision on McKay is perhaps a 
little more critical, but both the present and the past indi-
cate it would be a mistake to rush to judgment on Greene. 
It might be time for a history lesson here.

Last month, Greene became only the third high school 
baseball player to be featured on the cover of Sports Illus-
trated. Bryce Harper was the most recent -- eight years 
ago in 2009 -- and if you’ve paid any attention at all you 
know how that worked out. 

It was 20 years earlier, 1989, that right-handed pitcher 
Jon Peters was an SI cover boy, in the process of setting a 
national high school record by winning 53 straight games, 
en route to a 54-1 record for Brenham (Tex) High School. 
Because he’d already had surgery after his second year, 
Peters went undrafted out of high school, went to Texas 
A&M and then Blinn College before his arm blew out and 
he was finished at the age of 21. He was never drafted by a 
major league team.

Most observers have Greene pegged as the top over-
all pick as a pitcher, but he and his advisors (can I guess 
agent Scott Boras might be involved?) might want to pay 
particular attention to the draft that took place in 1978. 
That’s when the Orioles took Cal Ripken Jr. in the second 
round of the draft.

Like Greene (both have August birthdays), Ripken was 
a 17-year-old who played shortstop when he didn’t pitch. 
Every team in baseball except the Orioles had him on its 
board as a pitcher. O’s scout Dick Bowie was convinced 
Ripken could be a major league infielder, so there was 
no debate, as there would have been had any other team 
taken Ripken. His dad, and O’s coach at the time, the late 
Cal Sr., was the only advisor in the family and privately 
insisted he wouldn’t allow his son to start his career as a 
pitcher, rationalizing that at age 17 it should only be a fall 
back option if necessary. Let’s just say it was a good call.

The Orioles actually have a pretty good record in cas-
es like this, and Ripken was only the first time they went 
against conventional thinking. Nick Markakis was on ev-
ery team’s chart primarily as a pitcher, rather than a first 
baseman/outfielder, while Adam Loewen was the opposite 
-- getting higher grades as a hitter than as a pitcher.

Both were junior college players who were taken in the 
first round: Markakis as an outfielder, Loewen as a pitcher. 
There’s no question the O’s made the right call on Marka-
kis, while Loewen remains a mystery to some even to this 
day. He wasn’t able to control his wildness as a pitcher, 
and even though he eventually made it to the big leagues, 
he never really fulfilled his power potential as a hitter and 
perhaps should be considered another example in any ar-
gument about taking the position route first, with pitching 
a fall back possibility.

Also backing up that argument is the number of pitch-
ers who started out as position players as opposed to 
pitchers turned hitters. And another, perhaps compelling, 
factor would be the alarming rate at which high school 
pitchers break down before making their mark. It’s gotten 
to the point where you can almost rely on the “4S”  system: 
scout, sign and schedule surgery. You’d think it would be 
enough to send up a red flag for teams and for any pros-
pects fortunate enough to have an option.

During his tenure with the Orioles, which preceded 
the club’s recent rise, Andy MacPhail preached the phi-
losophy “grow the arms, buy the bats.” Even though base-
ball has spent much of the last decade reducing the role 
of starting pitchers that philosophy seemed to resonate 
throughout MLB.

But maybe it’s time to reconsider. The Chicago Cubs 
under Theo Epstein took an exact opposite route to end 
the legendary 108-year World Series drought. First base-
man Anthony Rizzo, third baseman Kris Bryant and out-
fielder Kyle Schwarber, successive first-round draft choic-
es, make up a nice nucleus, while Epstein scrambled to 
patch together a pitching staff that’s still in flux. There’s 
a lot of athleticism in that lineup with Schwarber’s transi-
tion from catcher to outfielder Exhibit A.

Meanwhile, the New York Mets put together an all-
world pitching staff with Noah Syndergaard, Jacob de-
Grom, Matt Harvey, Zack Wheeler, Steve Matz and ... well, 
that doesn’t seem to be working out too good. Young arms 
are sometimes too fragile to gauge correctly.

Maybe it’s time for baseball to re-evaluate everyday 
players, the ones with multiple skill sets. Arms don’t break 
down as often in the infield or outfield as they do on the 
mound.  

Jim Henneman can be reached at 
JimH@pressboxonline.com.
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fter the Baltimore Ra-
vens selected San Di-
ego State offensive 
guard Nico Siragusa in 
the fourth round of the 
2017 NFL Draft, many 
Ravens fans probably 

thought the same thing: Is Nico related 
to former Ravens defensive tackle Tony 
Siragusa?

Nico Siragusa joined Glenn Clark Ra-
dio May 3 and revealed he is related to 
a Tony Siragusa -- just not the one who 
played for the Ravens from 1997 to 2001 -- 
and he’s been asked about his last name 
since he started playing football when he 
was about 16.

“You know how they have all those 
[websites] like Rivals and Scout and 
stuff? When you start getting offers, they 
interview you, and that’s when they’re 
like, ‘Are you related to Tony Siragusa?’ 
I was like, ‘Nope,’” Nico Siragusa said. 
“My dad’s name is Ramon Siragusa. He’s 
a 5-foot-8 Puerto Rican dude. The funny 
thing is I have an uncle named Tony.”

Nico Siragusa, a Chula Vista, Ca-
lif., native, was an Oakland Raiders fan 

growing up, and he remembers when the 
Ravens beat them in the AFC Champi-
onship Game in January 2001 with the 
help of Tony Siragusa.

“It was sad,” Nico Siragusa said. 
“Tony Siragusa had to go and crush 
[Raiders quarterback] Rich Gannon.”

Nico Siragusa had a productive ca-
reer at San Diego State from 2013 to 
2016 after redshirting in 2012. He played 
in all 54 of the Aztecs’ games during his 
four-year career and started 42, mostly 
at left guard. He was named first-team 
all-Mountain West by the conference’s 
coaches and media in 2015 and 2016, the 
Aztecs’ first offensive lineman to earn 

that honor in two seasons.
Siragusa blocked for running back 

Donnel Pumphrey, who was drafted by 
the Philadelphia Eagles in the fourth 
round in 2017, for four years. Pumphrey 
ran for an FBS-record 6,405 career yards, 
including 2,133 yards in 2016.

Siragusa said in the past that Pum-
phrey owes him some McDonald’s food as 
a reward for Pumphrey’s prolific rushing. 

Siragusa noted Pumphrey hasn’t 
come through on payment -- not yet, 
anyway. 

“Since he’s in Philadelphia, which I’m 
assuming is not that far away, we’re go-
ing to have to meet halfway somewhere, 
and he’s for sure taking me to Ruth’s 
Chris … or whatever fancy steak-
house,” Siragusa said. “He’s a 
fourth-rounder, so he’s going to 
get some money, so we could 
take care of that, and then 
we’re good. And then he’s go-
ing to take care of his O-line-
men with the Eagles.”

Siragusa was in Owings 
Mills, Md., for Baltimore’s 
rookie minicamp May 5-7 to 
work out at the Ravens’ facil-
ity for the first time and meet 
his new coaches and team-
mates. There are two openings 
on Baltimore’s offensive line, 
and the 6-foot-4, 319-pound Sira-
gusa will figure into the competi-
tion. 

If Siragusa earns playing time 
in 2017, he has a chance to impact a 
Baltimore team that rushed 
for 4.0 yards per carry 
last season, a 
m i dd l i n g 

mark. One scouting report said Siragusa 
is a “drive blocker with [the] strength to 
win individual battles” and “better-than-
expected maneuverability when asked to 
pull.” 

Ronnie Stanley and Marshal Yanda 
are entrenched at left tackle and right 
guard, respectively, but there’s more 
flexibility with the other spots. Alex Lew-
is played left guard last season but was a 
left tackle at Nebraska in 2014 and 2015. 
Lewis could presumably bounce outside 
to right tackle, with Siragusa filling in at 
left guard. The competition for center 
also is wide open, though Siragusa has 
never played there before.

“I’ve never really snapped. If they 
want to teach me how to play center, I’m 
obviously willing to learn, but I haven’t 
really played center before,” Siragusa 
said. “But I feel like I’m really football 
smart to where I could understand the 
schemes of the defense and offense and 
what calls to make and how to multi-
task -- snapping and doing footwork at 
the same time.

“I just want to help the team win, and 
whatever that entails me to do -- if that 
means I’ve got to be the sixth guy and 
play both guard spots in case someone 
gets hurt, or be the backup center, or 
come in on big-man packages, I don’t 
care, just whatever it takes for the team 
to win.” 

"I JUST WANT TO HELP THE TEAM WIN,  
AND WHATEVER THAT ENTAILS ME TO 

DO ...  I DON’T CARE, JUST WHATEVER IT 
TAKES FOR THE TEAM TO WIN."

- NICO SIRAGUSA

Ravens' Nico Siragusa ‘Obviously 
Willing To Learn’ Center Position
  Luke Jackson  
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t doesn’t take a genius 
like John Urschel to 
recognize the Ravens 
are still smarting from 
the way their defense 
wilted late last season, 
most notably during the 

Christmas Day loss to the Steelers, which 
knocked Baltimore out of playoff conten-
tion.

After watching their top-ranked de-
fense -- minus injured cornerback Jimmy 
Smith -- falter against the New England 
Patriots in Week 14 and then against 
the Steelers two weeks later, the Ravens 
made defensive upgrades their top off-
season priority. The NFL Draft was a 
strong statement that they are all-in on 
making the defense the foundation of this 
organization once again.

The Ravens used their first four picks, 
and five of seven overall, to address the de-
fense. Drafting Alabama cornerback Mar-
lon Humphrey with their first pick at No. 16, 
the Ravens then addressed their pass rush 
with the next three picks, selecting Hous-
ton outside linebacker Tyus Bowser in the 
second round and Michigan defensive end 
Chris Wormley and Alabama outside line-
backer Tim Williams in the third round.

The Ravens rounded out their draft 
class by taking San Diego State guard 
Nico Siragusa -- no relation to Tony -- in 
the fourth round, Texas A&M offensive 
lineman Jermaine Eluemunor in the fifth 
round and Virginia Tech safety Chuck 
Clark in the sixth round. 

For the second time in franchise his-
tory, and for the first time since 2001, the 
Ravens made no draft trades. They draft-
ed seven players, their lowest total since 
2010.

Ravens assistant general manager 
Eric DeCosta said a focus of this offsea-
son “was to really work to improve the 
secondary and also the pass rush, two 
critical things. I think we have really been 
able to do that.” 

However, it’s fair to question the ap-
parent one-sided emphasis on the de-
fense thus far during the offseason.

After all, it was the offense that ap-
peared to be out of rhythm for most of 
last season, ranking 17th overall and 28th 
in rushing. The defense was ranked No. 1 
overall as late as Week 14. And it was the 
offensive coordinator who was fired after 
Week 5, with little demonstrated change 
after the switch was made from Marc 

Trestman to Marty Mornhinweg.
The Ravens finished 8-8, missing the 

playoffs for the third time in the past four 
seasons. They ended the season ranked 
seventh overall in defense, fifth against 
the run and ninth against the pass.

But in addition to selecting defensive 
players with their top four draft picks, 
the Ravens re-signed defensive lineman 
Brandon Williams to a five-year, $52.5 
million deal, and signed safety Tony Jef-
ferson and cornerback Brandon Carr as 
free agents. The offense, meanwhile, lost 
receiver Steve Smith Sr. to retirement; 
tackle Rick Wagner, receiver Kamar Ai-
ken and fullback Kyle Juszczyk as free 
agents; and traded center Jeremy Zuttah 
to the 49ers. The only offseason acquisi-
tion on offense through April was 32-year-
old running back Danny Woodhead.

The Ravens drew a lot of criticism for 
not drafting any wide receivers, given that 
just two receivers on the roster -- Mike 
Wallace and Breshad Perriman -- caught 
more than seven passes last season. The 
three receivers considered the most elite 
in the draft were all taken in the first nine 
picks, well before the Ravens were on the 
clock at No. 16.

“Not taking a receiver … jeez, we tried 
to put ourselves in a position to do that. 
It just did not work out,” general man-
ager Ozzie Newsome said. “The six other 
players at the point that we took them 
were better than the receivers that were 
on the board at that time.”

That underscores that the Ravens 
stick closely to their “best player avail-
able” philosophy, and if the cards line up 
with the defense, so be it. In fact, the way 
last season ended, they probably prefer 
it.

In the final month of the season, Tom 
Brady threw for 406 yards against a Ra-
vens secondary that lost Jimmy Smith 
to a season-ending ankle injury during 
that game, and then Ben Roethlisberger 
and the Steelers torched the Ravens for 
21 fourth-quarter points during a 31-27 
Steelers win on Christmas. Pittsburgh 
wide receiver Antonio Brown lunged over 
the goal line for the game-winning score 
with nine seconds remaining, capping a 
final 10-play, 75-yard drive and eliminat-
ing the Ravens from playoff contention.

For the second time in three years, an 
injury to Smith badly exposed the Ra-
vens’ lack of depth in the secondary. New-
some is out to fix that.

“When you go through a season, you just 
can’t have your starting 11 on offense and 

defense” he said. “You have to have good 
backups, because from week to week, guys 
may not be able to play, and if you have 
good depth, then you do not get concerned 
about it. Having depth at corner is huge.”

The Ravens now have potential first-
round bookends at cornerback in Smith 
and Humphrey; if Humphrey, who doesn’t 
turn 21 until July 8, isn’t ready to plug-
and-play in September, the veteran Carr 
is a proven starter until Humphrey is 
ready. Promising second-year corner Ta-
von Young, undersized on the outside at 
5-foot-9, can slide inside to the nickel/slot 
corner position. And there are backups to 
the backups. In short, it’s a deeper group 
that should be able to better withstand 
an injury to a key player.

“We have gone after a portion of our 
team, the back end, the secondary, with a 
vengeance,” head coach John Harbaugh 
said after Humphrey was the team’s sur-
prise first-round selection. “I think we 
have done a great job as an organization 
in terms of getting that done.”

The Ravens also worked to upgrade 
a pass rush that disappeared for long 
stretches last season. The Ravens fin-
ished last season with 31 sacks, their low-
est total since 2010 and the third-lowest 
total in franchise history. 

Terrell Suggs will be 35 Oct. 11, and 
Elvis Dumervil was released. The Ra-
vens added two potentially immediate-
impact pass rushers in Bowser and Wil-
liams, and they will be looking for more 
from Za’Darius Smith, who had one sack 
last season after recording 5.5 as a rook-
ie. Matt Judon, who had four sacks as a 
rookie last year, also returns.

Harbaugh, entering his 10th season 
in Baltimore, said he believes the 2017 
Ravens have the deepest secondary and 
deepest group of pass rushers in his ten-
ure.

The reason for this defensive empha-
sis isn’t hard to spot. Hint: Look toward 
Cincinnati and Pittsburgh.

“We have two teams at least -- Cincin-
nati and Pittsburgh -- that put great re-

ceivers on the field against you, and you 
have to match that talent, talent for tal-
ent,” Harbaugh said. “You have to match 
strength for strength, and I think we have 
done that [by drafting Humphrey]. … It 
gives us a chance to get out there in the 
fourth quarter, in two-minute, and do the 
things we need to do to finish games.”

Harbaugh also said given the resourc-
es committed to the defense, there are 
rightfully expectations as well.

“I don’t want to overstate the expecta-
tions, but I’m not afraid to do that, really. 
I expect these guys to be great,” he said. 
“I know the guys believe that. … We ex-
pect to put a great defense on the field. 
Now, we kind of expect to do that every 
year.” 
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 RAVENS REPORT

Ravens Go On The Defensive 
During 2017 NFL Draft
  Bo Smolka  

I

1ST ROUND: 
MARLON HUMPHREY 
CB, ALABAMA

2ND ROUND:  
TYUS BOWSER 
OLB, HOUSTON

3RD ROUND:  
CHRIS WORMLEY 
DE, MICHIGAN

3RD ROUND:  
TIM WILLIAMS 
OLB, ALABAMA

4TH ROUND:  
NICO SIRAGUSA 
G, SAN DIEGO STATE

5TH ROUND:  
JERMAINE 
ELUEMUNOR 
G/T, TEXAS A&M

6TH ROUND:  
CHUCK CLARK 
S, VIRGINIA TECH

The Ravens’ 
2017 DRAFT 
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Ravens first-round draft pick Marlon Humphrey
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aul Kostacopoulos faces 
countless decisions, great 
and small, every day as 
Navy’s head baseball 
coach. But for the past 
four years, Travis Blue 
has helped take some of 
the stress out of the job.

Kostacopoulos has penciled in Blue at 
shortstop on every single lineup card. By 
now, the veteran coach has stopped con-
sidering sending anybody else. Even for, 
say, a couple innings late in a blowout.

“He gets grumpy when he gets taken 
out,” Kostacopoulos said. “So we just keep 
him in there now.”

By his coach’s estimation, Blue has 
missed only a handful of innings during 
his college career. Navy’s Iron Man reached 
the program record for career starts when 
he opened the game at Maryland Eastern 
Shore April 12. He started all 220 games 
possible heading into his final Patriot 
League Tournament.

Blue has saved his best for last. His bat-
ting average is up almost 100 points over 
his career average entering this season to 
.356, and he’s set career-highs in almost 
every offensive category, while helping the 
Midshipmen to a repeat conference regu-
lar-season title.

“It’s definitely something that I like to 
pride myself on -- being ready to go every 
day,” Blue said. “Just being here for what-
ever the team needs. Any of those type of 
cheesy things. When it comes down to it, I 
just want to play.”

Blue credits his Southern California 
roots for his impressive durability. Growing 
up, the weather was good enough to play 
almost every day. So he did.

For a while, Blue thought he’d stick 
around close to home for college. He looked 
hard at Pepperdine University and San Di-
ego State before Kostacopoulos made his 
pitch.

The Navy coach didn’t necessarily see 
a four-year starter back then. Blue barely 
weighed 150 pounds as a high school senior. 
He was more certain, however, the recruit 
had the attitude and work ethic needed to 
balance the demands of the sport and mili-
tary academy life.

“He’s just very driven to play this game,” 
Kostacopoulos said. “Maybe as much, if 
not more, than anybody I’ve coached.”

Blue benefited from some good fortune 
to begin his record chase. His predecessor, 
a sophomore who started all 51 games at 
short in 2013, left the team after the season.

Blue arrived with a blue-collar game 
based around speed, a slick glove and 
smart situational hitting that fit well with 
Navy’s preferred style. He dove right in, the 
best he could as a freshman, hitting .284 
on the way to All-Patriot League honors. 
It wasn’t just the statistics that made an 
early impression, but also the way he car-
ried himself on and off the diamond.

“I love watching him, because no mat-

ter what, he’s going to go out there and 
give you everything he’s got,” said catcher 
Adrian Chinnery, who came in with Blue. 
“Nothing changes for him. He’s the same 
guy every day.”

Blue has been a lineup fixture since 
then, a feat made more impressive by the 
grueling Patriot League schedule. Confer-
ence series are traditionally played with 
doubleheaders on Saturday and Sunday.

Blue said there’s no real secret to his 
preparation -- unless you count his usual 
pregame visit to Naval Bagels. He’s been 
fortunate to avoid injury and extended 
slumps. 

“Probably towards the end of the year, 
it starts getting to be a little bit more of 
a grind,” Blue said. “Your body starts to 
tighten up. Things start hurting, but it’s 
not just me individually. Everybody deals 
with it.”

Blue has pushed through it all, to the 
point where he’s only missed one offi-
cial practice throughout four years. That 

was in January, two days after having his 
wisdom teeth removed. He watched the 
season’s first workout on doctor’s orders, 
but he was back the next day, fueled by 
his passion to play and some strong pain 
medication.

“Just because we didn’t have a lot of 
guys to scrimmage with,” Blue said with a 
grin. “So  I had to be out there.”

Last season Blue had a down year of-
fensively by his lofty standards, but he still 
started every day and helped Navy to its 
first NCAA Tournament win since 2002. 

His spike in production this spring 
can be explained, in part, by an offseason 
spent in the weight room and a few more 
ice baths this spring to keep his body 
fresh. 

His even-keeled approach hasn’t 
changed much during the years, though. 
He’s provided a spark for a high-scoring of-
fense out of the No. 2 hole and a shining 
example for a lineup packed with newcom-
ers to follow.

“I’m kind of just taking it one day at 
time, trying to stay in the moment,” Blue 
said before a sun-splashed practice at Max 
Bishop Stadium late last month. “When 
it ends, it ends, but you can’t do anything 
about the end date. When the day comes to 

hang ‘em up and put it all back in the clos-
et, you just hope that you’ve given pretty 
much everything.”

Blue hoped to finish with another 
NCAA trip before heading to Navy flight 
school in the fall. The top-seeded Midship-
men were set to host No. 4 Bucknell in the 
Patriot League semifinals May 13 and 14. 
The winner moved on to face either Holy 
Cross or Army for a spot in the national 
tournament. 

Regardless of the ending, Blue’s place in 
program history is secure.

A scan of Navy’s online record book 
shows he’s among the top 20 in 23 statis-
tical categories. He’s scored more runs, 
drawn more walks and recorded more as-
sists in the field than any other Midship-
man. He’s likely to finish in the top three on 
the all-time hits list.

Kostacopoulos marvels that he’s never 
had a reason to give Blue an afternoon 
off. Everybody he’s coached in 12 years at 
Navy has needed a break now and then, 
understandable given the time-consuming 
responsibilities Midshipmen face off the 
field. Everybody except Blue.

“I’m not sure it can be done again,” 
Kostacopoulos said. “That’s how strongly I 
feel about that.” 

Travis Blue Proving To Be  
Navy Baseball’s Iron Man
 Eric Detweiler
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s a two-time team captain of the na-
tion’s most successful women’s lacrosse 
program, Zoe Stukenberg has learned 
how to guide others. Her leadership 
qualities have been instrumental to the 
continuing success of the University of 
Maryland’s women’s lacrosse program 

and also will be an asset in her next position standing in 
front of a classroom. 

Stukenberg is nearing the end of a fulfilling and 
highly successful collegiate lacrosse career. During that 
time, the senior midfielder has been a key part of four 
of the most dominant teams during the Terps’ 44-year 
women’s lacrosse history. Since Stukenberg’s arrival, 
Maryland has posted an 85-3 record, earned four confer-
ence regular-season championships, made four NCAA 
Tournament appearances and captured two national 
titles. 

Stukenberg began her lacrosse journey at Marriotts 
Ridge High School. A three-time high school All-Amer-
ican, Stukenberg guided the Mustangs to Maryland 
Class 3A/2A state championships during the 2011 and 
2013 seasons and was twice named the Howard County 
Player of the Year. 

“We want to keep the best lacrosse players in Mary-
land, at Maryland,” said Terps head coach Cathy Reese, 
who has guided the program to three NCAA champion-
ships during the past seven seasons. “Zoe was someone 
who caught our eye from the very beginning. Getting to 
know her sealed the deal. We needed her here.” 

But unlike many high school players in Maryland, 
Stukenberg wasn’t dreaming of becoming a Terp from an 
early age. 

“I don’t really like to think too far ahead,” said Stuke-
nberg, who also played soccer and basketball at Marri-
otts Ridge. “You keep trying to be the best lacrosse player 
that you can be, and all of a sudden things work out for 
you. [Coming to Maryland] wasn’t something that I al-
ways envisioned for myself, but looking back, I wouldn’t 
trade it for the world.”

The Ellicott City, Md., native made an immediate im-
pact as a freshman. During Maryland’s final season in 
the Atlantic Coast Conference, Stukenberg earned the 
league’s Freshman of the Year honor after totaling 35 
goals and 12 assists for a Terps team that finished with 
a 23-1 record and won the school’s first NCAA title in 
four years. 

Stukenberg’s career has trended upward since her 
standout freshman campaign. During her 2015 sopho-
more season, she contributed 38 goals and 22 assists to 
a 21-1 Maryland team that edged North Carolina, 9-8, for 
the NCAA title. As a junior, Stukenberg earned IWLCA 
second-team All-America honors and was nominated 
for the prestigious Tewaaraton Award after totaling 
49 goals and 16 assists during Maryland’s 22-1 season, 
which ended with a 13-7 loss to North Carolina in the 
NCAA title game.

Following the graduation of three-time Tewaaraton 
winner Taylor Cummings and Tewaaraton finalist Alice 
Mercer, there were preseason questions about how the 
2017 Maryland squad would fare against the nation’s 
toughest schedule. Stukenberg’s strong leadership was 
crucial during the Terps’ perfect 19-0 campaign, which 
has resulted in a third consecutive Big Ten regular-sea-
son title, a second straight conference tournament cham-
pionship and the nation’s top ranking. 

“She’s such an easy person to talk to, and there’s such 

a positive energy about her,” Reese said. “When Zoe 
came in as a freshman, she had great leadership skills 
off the bat. Everything she does is 100 percent. There’s 
no going half-speed for her. Zoe is a motivator on the 
field who creates an energy that everyone can feed off 
of. Her energy and her work ethic are contagious for all 
of the players around her. She does it all, and she does 
it well.” 

Stukenberg’s presence has been important to Mary-
land at both ends of the field. During the 2017 campaign, 
she earned the Big Ten’s Defensive Player of the Week ac-
colade twice while receiving Offensive Player of the Week 
honors once. Stukenberg ranks fourth on the team with 
44 goals and is third in assists (22) and points (66). She 
has also been credited with 62 draw controls, 18 caused 
turnovers and a team-leading 42 ground balls.    

Stukenberg, who ranks ninth in Maryland history 
with 166 career goals, is one of 25 nominees for the 2017 
Tewaaraton Award, along with teammates Nadine Had-
nagy, Megan Whittle and Megan Taylor. She also earned 
All-Big Ten honors for the third consecutive season.

Despite her numerous accomplishments, Stukenberg 
prefers to direct the attention to her teammates. 

“I’m amazed with how many opportunities and tri-
umphs I’ve been a part of,” Stukenberg said. “I’ve learned 
so much from every teammate at Maryland, not just the 
first-team All-Americans and the Tewaaraton winners.”

Stukenberg looks back fondly on the Terps’ three trips 
to the Final Four, especially the championship-winning 
appearances during the 2014 and 2015 seasons. 

“The past three years at those Final Four weekends 
have been the most memorable part of my experience at 
Maryland,” Stukenberg said. “The team wins that we grit-
ted out in big moments are what I’ll remember, like the 
national championship game my sophomore year against 
North Carolina when we were down by three goals at half-
time. That game was so special, and that comeback was 
so unbelievably fun. I also think about my freshman year, 
playing in my first national championship game [against 

Syracuse at Towson’s Johnny Unitas Stadium], when I 
walked out to play and was shaking because I was so ner-
vous. That was the first time that I experienced what it 
really meant to be a Terp and to be a part of this culture 
at Maryland.” 

Stukenberg’s accomplishments aren’t limited to the 
playing field. A stellar student, she was a third-team 
CoSIDA Academic All-American during her junior year. 
The biological sciences major was also the recipient of 
the NCAA’s Elite 89 (2015) and Elite 90 (2016) awards 
for achieving the highest GPA of any women’s lacrosse 
student-athlete who has participated at the NCAA Final 
Four site. Stukenberg has achieved a 4.0 GPA during her 
four years at Maryland.  

On May 7, Stukenberg was awarded the Big Ten Medal 
of Honor, which is presented annually to one male and 
one female student-athlete from the graduating class of 
each university "who have attained the greatest proficien-
cy in athletics and scholastic work."  

“My two passions are school and sports,” Stukenberg 
said. “I’ve loved getting involved with leadership organi-
zations and community service, but school and sports 
take up the majority of my time and have been my priori-
ties. And, the key to my college career has been keeping 
my priorities straight.” 

After graduation, Stukenberg will join the Teach for 
America program and work in the Baltimore City Public 
School system. 

“Teach for America has such an unbelievable mission, 
and I love the people I’ve met through the organization,” 
said Stukenberg, who is slated to teach 10th-grade biolo-
gy at an as-yet undetermined high school. “I think it suits 
me well, and I’m really excited to take on this challenge. 
It’s a two-year commitment, and this summer I’ll get to 
student-teach and then start in the fall in a Baltimore 
high school.” 

Reese, whose players have gone on to successful ca-
reers in many different fields, isn’t surprised by Stuken-
berg’s choice. 

“How cool is that?” Reese said. “She’s so excited about 
that opportunity, and is ready to embrace it. Her abil-
ity to relate to people and to deal with kids will help her 
make an impact and make a difference. Whoever gets her 
[as a teacher] is going to be really lucky.”  

Zoe Stukenberg’s Leadership, Energy Keep 
Maryland Women’s Lacrosse In Top Spot 
 Steve Jones
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Zoe Stukenberg
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Learn more at GoMustangSports.com.
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Football
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583 All-Conference selections. 70 championship appearances. 31 players of the 
year. And 86 All-Americans. These are just a few of the highlights of Mustang 
sports. With our 27 Division III sports teams and 800-plus student-athletes, we 
can’t wait to see what we do next.

DIVISION III TEAMS

STEVENSON ATHLETICS:
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“Best of Baltimore”

Baltimore 
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• State Safety Inspection
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$39.95
Oil & Filter Change, Multi-point Safety 
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Applies to most vehicles, synthetic oil extra, cannot 
be combined with any other offer.

Expires 5/31/17

1035 W. 41st. Street, Baltimore, MD 21211 • 410-889-6748 • www.brentwoodauto.com

Serving Baltimore  
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hen Kyle Marr was a 
youngster, he proudly 
wore his Johns Hop-
kins lacrosse jersey and 
shaved his head in a 
Mohawk -- dying it blue 
and black -- to support 

the Blue Jays in the 2005 and 2007 NCAA 
final four and national championship 
games.  

That type of spirited dedication was 
not surprising, since the Marr family’s 
roots run deep in the Johns Hopkins la-
crosse program.

His father, Scott Marr, was a team-
mate of Blue Jays head coach Dave Pi-
etramala and helped the program win 
the 1987 NCAA Division I national cham-
pionship. Kyle Marr’s uncle, Dave Marr, 
played at Johns Hopkins from 1993-96 
and is the Blue Jays’ career leader in as-
sists with 134.

Scott Marr eventually became the 
head coach at the University of Albany, 
where Kyle Marr watched his father es-
tablish one of the top programs in the 
nation. As a highly recruited high school 
player, Kyle Marr had some tough deci-
sions to make about where to attend col-
lege.

In the end, he decided to become an-
other member of the Marr family to leave 
his mark on the Johns Hopkins’ program 
-- a decision his father fully supported. 
Kyle Marr, a sophomore, finished the 
2017 regular season with 24 goals and 17 
assists for a team-high 41 points.

“Not only were my wife, Traci, and I 
proud of Kyle for the choice he made, 
our entire family has been invested in 
Hopkins lacrosse for a long time,” said 
Scott Marr, who is also good friends with 
Johns Hopkins associate head coach Bill 
Dwan. “With my brother Dave following 
me, and now Kyle carrying on, the tradi-
tion is very gratifying. The fact that Kyle 

has the opportunity to not only play at 

Hopkins but to be coached by two of 

my former teammates and close friends 

make it that much more special. As one 

of my closest friends, Coach Pietramala 

has known Kyle since he was born, so 

it means more than you can imagine to 

have Kyle play for him.”
The opportunity at Johns Hopkins 

is not lost on Kyle Marr, who fondly re-
members those road trips with his fam-
ily to Blue Jays games. Kyle Marr was 
coveted by several Division I programs. 
His father gave him the flexibility to 
make his own decision, and there was no 
pressure to attend Albany.

“It’s been a great honor since I com-
mitted, to the first game, to now.” Kyle 

Marr said. “It’s been an honor to strap on 
the same jersey as my dad, my uncle and 
so many other great players who played 
here before. To continue that tradition 
within the family has been an unbeliev-
able experience. You just have to cherish 
every moment of it.”

Kyle Marr spent a postgraduate year 
at the Hill Academy in Ontario, Canada, 
a powerhouse high school lacrosse pro-
gram. He finished that season with 35 
goals and 20 assists and was named an 
Under Armour All-American. Hill went 
14-1 and won the North American La-
crosse Tournament championship.

Following that stellar season, Kyle 
Marr set his sights on Johns Hopkins, 
and the interest was mutual.

“This was always kind of a home away 
from home,” Kyle Marr said. “I had been 
here with [my father] so many times be-
fore on trips. This was somewhere he felt 
extremely comfortable. If it wasn’t going 
to be Albany, then this was somewhere 
he could be really proud of me for follow-
ing in his footsteps.”

Throughout the years, the Marr fam-
ily remained close with Pietramala, and 
there was definitely a comfort zone be-
tween Kyle and the program. It helped 
Johns Hopkins was poised to be in the 
hunt for a national championship for the 
foreseeable future. 

Since entering Johns Hopkins, Kyle 
Marr has maintained a solid relationship 
with the Blue Jays head coach.  

“I knew Petro in more of a family-
friend kind of way,” Marr said. “... When I 
stepped on campus for a recruiting trip, 
we already had a great relationship. He 
knows what I’m looking for, and I know 
what he is looking for out of me, so it 
moved the process a little faster. Coach 
Petro has been awesome since I’ve been 
here. I’ve enjoyed every moment of it.”

Kyle Marr made an immediate impact 
on the Homewood Campus during his 
first year. He was one of just two fresh-
men to play all 15 games, finishing with 
13 goals and three assists. He was tied 
for sixth on the team in goals, ranked 
seventh in points (16) and tied for sec-
ond in extra-man goals (five).

Kyle Marr was also willing to listen 
to advice from his coaches and fellow 
players, such as Ryan Brown, a Calvert 
Hall alum who was one of the most pro-
lific scorers in the history of the Johns 
Hopkins program. Kyle Marr also speaks 
routinely with his father about the ups 
and downs as a college lacrosse player.

“We definitely talk a good amount 
during the week,” Kyle Marr said. “We 
talk more about the mental approach of 
how we are playing the game. If I had a 
good week or a bad week, we talk about 

keeping that even approach and that 
positive mindset. You have to keep that 
head up if you haven’t had a few shots. 
And keep that [attitude] even if you had 
a few goals. He just helps me more with 
that mental approach to that game.”

Scott Marr is busy running his own 
program, especially during the regular 
season. Nonetheless, he tries to keep 

close tabs on Kyle. Technology has 

helped that process.

“The hardest part of all this for sure 

is the fact that I don’t get to see him play 

live very often,” Scott Marr said. “I have 

seen three games live in two years; my 

wife, Traci, gets to see quite a few. Fortu-

nately, with the growth of the game with 

TV and internet, I am able to watch all 

of his games after the fact. I do commu-
nicate with him often, and we have solid 
conversations ... regarding his play. He is 
very receptive to constructive criticism 
and always looking to improve himself to 
help his team play well.”

Kyle Marr is already leaving his mark 
on the Hopkins program. His role as a 
student-athlete has been buoyed by the 
support of his family. They’ve been be-
hind him throughout the experience.

“Honestly, it had been Kyle’s dream 

to play for Hopkins most of his life, as a 
young kid, coach Petro would write him 
letters and send him gear to wear,” Scott 
Marr said. “When it came time to choose 
a school, we were just thrilled that the 
opportunity presented itself for him to 
continue his education and play for Hop-
kins and live out a dream.”   

Kyle Marr Creating His Own Legacy 
For Johns Hopkins Men's Lacrosse
 Todd Karpovich
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             Ever!
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in London on 
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· Direct, non-stop air to London
· 5 Star Hotel in Central London
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pon hearing the NFL 
was going to hold the en-
tirety of this year’s draft 
outdoors on the Benja-
min Franklin Parkway 
in Philadelphia, my ini-
tial thought was some-

thing along the lines of “what a disaster.” 
I attended the Live 8 concert and the 

Fourth of July event with Elton John on 
the Parkway in 2005. I was still in college 
at the time, so I didn’t necessarily mind 
the massive inconvenience of events 
there. Plus, these were concerts, so there 
was constantly something happening. 
But now, in my mid-30s, the thought of 
watching football players’ names being 
announced sporadically in such a venue 
was in no way appealing. And while I ex-
pected Ravens fans to make the short 
trip, my gut was they would probably 

come away from it saying, “I wish I would 
have just watched it on TV.” 

But, yeah, I was wrong. 
“All in all, the draft was a fantastic ex-

perience, even if it was in Philly,” Jesse 
Mayer from Annapolis, Md., said. “The 
city did an outstanding job because of 
their facilities and how they were able to 
integrate the draft experience into it.” 

Richard Singleton from Columbia, 
Md., enjoyed it so much on the first night 
he went back again. 

“It was outstanding on Thursday 
night and even better on Saturday,” he 
said. 

Popular Twitter follow @lindseyyok 
(who prefers to be known as Lindsey 
OK) is a Ravens fan from Baltimore who 
decided to go more out of fear of regret. 

“The only reason I went was because 
it was so close, and I feel like if I didn’t 
go, I’d feel like, ‘Man, I should have 
gone,’” she said. 

“... If you’re like a real football fan 

who wants to go to the draft and wants 
to see it, I really enjoyed it and I would 
go again,” she said.

So I was wrong. The Philadelphia 
draft was a smash hit. And because I’m 
big enough to admit I was wrong, now I 
want it in Baltimore. Immediately. Let’s 
make it happen. 

Two-thirds of NFL teams have re-
portedly expressed interest in hosting 
the draft in the future. In a statement to 
PressBox, the Ravens said, "We would be 
interested in helping present any event 
that boosts the local economy." 

In fact, considering how success-
ful the league’s public party was on the 
Parkway, all teams should be interested. 

And the league should prioritize put-
ting the draft in cities that won’t be in 
the mix to receive a Super Bowl, cities 
like Baltimore (and begrudgingly Cleve-
land, Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, etc.). Dal-
las is reportedly the front-runner to land 
it in 2018.

Considering how much they enjoyed 
the event in Philadelphia, it would make 
sense Ravens fans would be amped for 
a potential draft in Charm City. There’s 
just the pesky question of where such an 
event could be held. 

“I would totally go,” Lindsey OK said. 
“I don’t know if Baltimore can necessar-
ily handle that. They can’t have it at the 
Harbor. Maybe if they did it in Baltimore 
County -- more like Towson or the Fair-
grounds. Maybe even Merriweather Post 
Pavilion in Columbia. I think it could 

work out. I would definitely go again.”
Mayer wasn’t so sure Baltimore could 

pull it off.
“Do I think Baltimore could host an 

exceptional draft outdoors at that level? 
I don’t think we have the facilities for 
that downtown,” Mayer said. “I think 
that right now, we really lack that ‘wow’ 
factor that Philly had by doing it on the 
“Rocky steps” at the Art Museum.

“It was perfectly composed and every 
detail was taken care of. Outside of the 
Convention Center -- or setting up in the 
parking lots near the stadiums -- there 
isn’t really a place that I can see the 
draft happening. And after experiencing 
it outdoors, I truly feel like it needs to 
stay outdoors.”

But perhaps there could be a solution 
in Baltimore. 

“I would love to see us host it in Bal-
timore,” Singleton said. “Outside of Fort 
McHenry would be a great place if it was 
allowed.” 

Bingo. That’s perfect. While Fort 
McHenry couldn’t quite handle the 
crowds the draft brought to the Parkway 
(250,000 throughout three days, accord-
ing to the NFL), the aesthetics would be 
perfect for the draft, as a television show 
and the rest of the city could be utilized 
for the festival aspects of the event that 
fans enjoyed in Philadelphia. 

To recap, I was terribly wrong, but 
now I’m definitely right. Fort McHenry 
should host the 2019 NFL Draft. Let’s 
make it happen. 

 THE REALITY CHECK

  Glenn Clark

Could Baltimore Host 
The 2019 NFL Draft?
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n the parlance of sports wagering, the 
most interesting “prop bet” on that very 
subject is this: How long will it be before 
there’s a change in the federal law that 
essentially prohibits individual states 
from letting folks legally bet on games?

One of the more educated opinions 
on that over-under comes from American Gaming Asso-
ciation president and CEO Geoff Freeman. The AGA is 
the major trade and lobbying association that represents 
the casino industry.

“It won’t be 10 years. I don’t think it will be five years,” 
Freeman said. “But it won’t be five months either.”

At issue is the Professional and Amateur Sports Pro-
tection Act, simply known as PASPA. The watershed law 
celebrates its 25th anniversary this year and limits broad 
sports wagering to Nevada and allows extremely limited 
sports betting in Delaware, Montana and Oregon (all had 
variants of sports wagering prior to PASPA).

Of course, things have changed a lot during the last 
25 years regarding gambling. In the early 1990s, only a 
handful of states had casinos. Now, about 40 states have 
gambling halls of some sort and there’s considerable mo-
mentum to end the federal embargo on sports gambling. 
Getting there remains tricky.

New Jersey has led the charge with a number of le-
gal challenges to PASPA and has an appeal that may 
be headed to the U.S. Supreme Court. Regardless of the 
outcome in court, Freeman insists there’s only one sure 
track.

“And that track runs through Congress,” Freeman 
said. 

The national gaming organization has made it a pri-
ority to have PASPA amended or repealed so states can 
make the call.

“It comes down to making sure that Congress under-
stands the damage that it’s done with PASPA and repair 

it,” he said.
Criticisms of PASPA are reminiscent of problems en-

gendered by other prohibition-type laws -- that it really 
doesn’t dissuade people from doing the things that are 
being prohibited and the law actually fuels a black mar-
ket that spawns further ills.

Still, if the road runs through Capitol Hill, as Freeman 
points out, there is the question of overcoming Congress’ 
now legendary inertia.

“Whenever Congress acts,” Freeman said, “it’s usually 
about fixing a problem. In this case, the problem is PASPA, 
and it’s a problem that’s only grown over the last 25 years 
-- and now it’s time to fix it.”

In making its argument, the AGA and sports betting 
proponents cite estimates of the sports betting black 
market that is dominated by off-shore gambling opera-
tors who are outside the reach of U.S. regulation and 
taxation. The oft-cited, low-end figure for global illegal 
sports betting is a mind-boggling, $150 billion a year (the 
high-end guess is $500 billion). In contrast, Nevada’s 
sports betting handling in 2016 was $4.5 billion.

So clearly, PASPA hasn’t caused the public to slow 
down on its sports gambling; it’s just being done mainly 
on the black market.

The AGA’s approach to Congress has been to point out 
empirical evidence of other countries, such as the United 
Kingdom and Australia, successfully legalizing sports 
gambling and since 1992, when PASPA was passed, states 
have increasingly demonstrated themselves quite capa-
ble of regulating gambling from lotteries to casinos.

Also important for the AGA will be to present what 
Freeman called a “single voice” of stakeholders, including 
law enforcement, broadcasters and even sports leagues.

However, that’s where the gaming group faces its big-
gest challenge, namely the NFL.

Although NBA commissioner Adam Silver and MLB 
commissioner Rob Manfred have been encouraging about 
legalized sports gambling, the NFL’s Roger Goodell con-
tinues to be a persistent skeptic.

“We are not changing our position as it relates to legal-

ized sports gambling,” Goodell said in late March before 
the Oakland Raiders’ move to Las Vegas was approved by 
league owners. “We still don’t think it is a positive thing.”

Freeman knows that before he persuades members of 
Congress, he must first convince the sports world’s top dog.

“This doesn’t get done without the NFL,” Freeman 
said bluntly.

Asked if the gaming group has been engaging the NFL, 
Freeman said any such conversations need to remain 
confidential.

“Look, Goodell is worried about anything that threat-
ens the integrity of the games, and we share that,” Free-
man said.

However, it is the transparency legalized sports wager-
ing provides that is the best defense against match-fixing 
and also helps protect the interest of the wagering public, 
proponents argue.

Freeman notes advancements in sports statistics 
analysis have led to new-age companies, such as Genius 
Sports and Sportsradar, that not only formulate and 
distribute new sports stats but also help ensure event 
integrity.

“Using the power of data that wasn’t available in 1992, 
these companies can track every bet, and with their algo-
rithms, they can detect anything untoward,” Freeman said.

Genius Sports and Sportsradar have provided event 
integrity services overseas, particularly in big-time soccer 
as well as other sports. The NFL has a business relation-
ship with Sportsradar (to provide stats) and the NBA 
works with Genius Sports.

“These companies are already working with leagues 
and team owners and can illustrate the opportunity and 
risk of legal and illegal sports betting,” Freeman said.

So, who in Congress might advance the ball on sports 
wagering?

New Jersey U.S. Representatives, Frank Pallone 
(Democrat) and Frank LoBiondo (Republican), have 
both introduced versions of sports betting-friendly legis-
lation and offer a rare united front of bipartisanship.

And to show that PASPA wasn’t without doubters 
even when it was passed, consider Iowa’s Republican U.S. 
Sen. Chuck Grassley, the current chairman of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee, was an early critic of the law based 
on its arguable infringement on state’s rights (which hap-
pens to be the gist of New Jersey’s current appeal to the 
U.S. Supreme Court).

In the end, the battle to amend or repeal PASPA will 
be accomplished like most lawmaking -- through incre-
mental persuasion in private conversations.

“My advice is, ‘Let’s be patient,’” Freeman said. “Let’s 
not go up to Capitol Hill until all the work has been done 
off Capitol Hill.” 
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ianca Borda, a member of the softball team 
at Paint Branch High School in Montgom-
ery County, was named the U.S. Army Im-
pact Player of the Month for April.

Borda, a senior, also plays volleyball and 
basketball for the Panthers. She was nomi-
nated for the award by Paint Branch’s soft-

ball coach Cari Huffman, who referred to Borda as a model 
student-athlete in her nomination email.

“This young lady is unmatched by her peers in her com-
mitment to academics and athletics,” Borda wrote. “A three-

season athlete, Bianca balances school, sports, and taking on 
leadership roles within the National Honor Society and Best 
Buddies organization.”

Borda found out she won the award before one of Paint 
Branch’s games. Huffman lined her team up and made a 
speech over a loudspeaker talking about the qualities of the 
individual who was being recognized before announcing that 
it was Borda.

“When she said it was me I was so shocked. I didn’t know 
I had been nominated and really appreciated it,” Borda said. 
“It’s something not many people win, and something Paint 
Branch hasn’t won before. I still feel really honored because I 
know winning an award like this does not happen often.”

Borda plays first base and patrols the outfield for Paint 

Branch. Her best defensive effort came against perennial pow-
erhouse Sherwood April 26, when she recorded five putouts in 
Paint Branch’s large center field.

At the plate, Borda was referred to as a short-game execu-
tor for the Panthers because of her tremendous speed. Mostly 
a singles hitter, Borda was still able to crack a double against 
Springbrook March 21.

Borda is a two-time captain for the Panthers. She admits 
she was surprised to become a captain her junior year but rel-
ished the idea of getting to be a leader for her team for mul-
tiple seasons.

“I like to lead simply because I don’t want to look back on a 
situation and have regret about not saying something,” Borda 
said. “Being a captain is about having that moment when you 
can tell one of your teammates needs help getting motivated, 
whether if that’s encouraging words or just a hug. I love that 
responsibility.”

That enthusiasm to lead is something her teammates ap-
preciate.

Chelsea Macatangay has been a teammate of Borda’s since 
she was 8 years old. The two have competed on the softball 
diamond and on the volleyball court together at Paint Branch. 
To Macatangay, what sets Borda apart from others are her 
intangibles.

“Her determination, drive and high energy is what makes 
her the amazing athlete she is. She’s not afraid to be a leader 
and always sets an example to her teammates,” Macatangay 
said. “From playing volleyball to softball with her, Bianca has 
grown in confidence. Even throughout all the sports she still 
manages to have strong grades and tremendous courage. 
I know that along the way she will continue to succeed and 
strive in potential.”

In addition to playing sports and maintaining a high GPA, 
Borda is also heavily involved with Paint Branch’s chapter 
of the Best Buddies organization. The global organization 
focuses on pairing students with mental and physical dis-
abilities with other students within a school, with the aim of 
ensuring that every student at the school will have at least 
one friend.

Borda has become a familiar figure within the organization 
at Paint Branch, and her contributions have been widespread.

“Bianca Borda’s supportiveness and reliability as my 
friend carries on into her work in leadership positions,” the 
club’s student president, Samantha Dao, said. “As my dedi-
cated Best Buddies officer, she is always looking for ways to 
help out and does everything with great enthusiasm. She’s a 
pleasure to work with.”

Borda has been accepted to and will attend Schreyer Hon-
ors College at Penn State University next fall. She plans to 
study electrical engineering. 

Sponsored Content

  Wick Eisenberg
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he Maryland Public 
Secondary School Ath-
letic Association state 
baseball playoffs might 
feature more new strat-
egies than in years past.

The changed ap-
proach is a result of new pitching regula-
tions that were instituted by the National 
Federation of High Schools. In an attempt 
to lessen arm injuries among high school-
ers, the NFHS decided to follow Pitch 
Smart, a set of guidelines put together by 
MLB and USA Baseball after years of re-
search on safe pitching practices.

The old rules in Maryland were based 
on innings thrown. A pitcher used to be 
able to throw either 14 innings through-
out a seven-day period, or 10 innings 
throughout a three-day period. Start-
ing this year, innings aren’t counted, 
but rather the total number of pitches 
thrown.

The rule changes are the most dras-
tic Jason Woodward, director of the 
MPSSAA’s baseball committee, has seen 
since he became involved with Maryland 
high school baseball in 1998.

“It’s a big change, but it’s definitely 
change for the good,” Woodward said. 
“The rules help protect a pitcher’s arm, 
and in this day and age, with all the re-
search we have on arm injuries, care pre-
vention, it’s definitely a move in the right 
direction. Our coaches do a very good job 
of taking care of the pitchers, with rest 
in between outings and not overusing 
them. In other parts of the nation that 
wasn’t happening, so the NFHS put the 
idea of following Pitch Smart in play.”

After the NFHS decided to insti-
tute universal pitching limitations, the 
MPSSAA’s state baseball committee, 
along with input from coaches, cre-
ated guidelines that would be best for 
Maryland. The process ended with the 
MPSSAA having close to identical reg-
ulations to what Pitch Smart advises, 
only the MPSSAA decided to categorize 
a pitcher based on his academic year as 
opposed to his actual age. 

Seniors and juniors must be taken out 
after the at-bat in which their pitch count 
reaches 105, while for sophomores and 
freshmen it’s 95. If a pitcher is a senior, 
junior or sophomore, they must have four 
rest days before taking the mound again if 
their pitch count exceeds 76 pitches. For 

those three grades, if a pitcher throws 61 
pitches, they must take three days off, and 
if they throw 46 pitches, a two-day rest 
period is required. At 31 pitches, a pitcher 
in those three grades must take a day off, 
while no days off are required for 30 pitch-
es or less.

The rules have been positively re-
ceived for the most part throughout 
Maryland, though they’ve definitely 
changed the way teams play. 

To Catonsville’s head coach Rich 
Hambor, the emphasis on getting quick 
outs, rather than overpowering opposing 
hitters, is something he’s noticed.

“You need guys who pitch to contact, 
rather than a strikeout guy,” Hambor 
said. “It’s easier to get through a whole 
game with one pitcher that way. We had 
a pitcher throw a complete game, one 
run on 75 pitches with just three strike-
outs. Had he been in the 10-12 strikeout 
range, we would’ve had to go to the bull-
pen, because his pitch count would have 
gone up more quickly.”

The new rules have also affected the 
way teams approach hitting.

Patapsco’s head coach Tony Mag-
gard said he’s been telling his players 
to be more patient at the plate, espe-
cially when the Patriots are facing an 
opponent’s ace. If the team works long 
at-bats rather than quick ones, Patap-

sco’s opponents will have to rely more on 
pitching depth.

“Be selective, instead of going up 
there to hack, let’s take a few pitches,” 
Maggard said. “If enough of our guys 
do that, the other pitcher will be out 
quicker. You need to have enough confi-
dence in yourself as a hitter to produce 
with two strikes, which, I think down the 
road, will help them tremendously.”

In addition to in-game strategy, the 
new rules have required coaches to be 
accountable.

Teams are in charge of keeping track of 
their pitches during games -- a third party, 
like an umpire, is not involved. Most teams 
delegate a student manager or assistant 
coach to keep track of not just their own 
pitcher’s pitch count, but their opponent’s 
as well. Both teams are also made aware 
of any player’s pitching limitations be-
cause coaches exchange sheets that docu-
ment any limitations for pitchers on their 
rosters before each contest.

Coaches have to value the health of 
their players more than winning. Wood-
ward is happy the MPSSAA hasn’t heard 
of any coaches trying to circumvent the 
rules or find a way to overwork a pitcher 
that’s within the rules. It wouldn’t be ille-
gal for a senior or junior to throw 30 pitches 
three straight days before throwing 105 on 
the fourth, though it would be dangerous.

Hambor likes the new rules and 
thinks they help preserve pitchers’ arms, 
but believes what’s most important is 
having coaches who put their players’ 
health first.

“Making it safer for the kids will al-
ways be on the coaches using good judg-
ment and knowing their players,” Ham-
bor said. “If you’re depending on just the 
rules, they won’t work. The key is having 
sensible adults in charge.”

Coaches are still figuring out how the 
changes affect the playoffs, which began 
May 11. Under the old rules, a pitcher 
could throw all seven innings in round 
one, and then throw three in round two. 
With these rules, a complete game effort 
by a team’s ace in the first round likely 
meant he won’t be available in the sec-
ond round, two days later.

It’s a problem Patterson Mill head 
coach Matt Roseland will have to con-
front. The Huskies’ ace is Austin Koehn, 
a junior, who started for Patterson Mill 
in the 2016 MPSSAA 1A state champion-
ship. While Roseland said this might be 
the deepest pitching staff he’s had in his 
10 years at Patterson Mill, he admits how 
the team uses Koehn will be critical to 
how far the Huskies go this year.

“The key number will be 60. If he goes 
over 60, he isn’t pitching in the next 
round, because it’ll require three days’ 
rest, so at that point it won’t matter from 
a purely strategy perspective if he throws 
61 or 105 pitches,” Roseland said. “A lot of 
it will be in-game decisions, and, obvious-
ly, how our pitcher is feeling health-wise.”

It should make the postseason even 
more fascinating than usual, as teams 
attempt to figure out the most effective 
way to use their pitching to get to Rip-
ken Stadium in Aberdeen, Md., for the 
MPSSAA state championships.  

New Pitching Regulations Could Have 
Major Impact In State Baseball Playoffs
  Wick Eisenberg
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 WALKS/RACES

MAY 20 -- OLD BAY 5K 
Hosted by McCormick & Co., the inaugural Old Bay 5K 
Flavor of Giving will benefit the American Heart Association, 
Y of Central Maryland and United Way. The race starts at 9 
a.m. at 215 Schilling Circle in Hunt Valley. To register, visit  
eventbrite.com/e/old-bay-5K-flavor-of-giving-registration-31651941810. 

MAY 20 -- TAKE STEPS FOR CROHN’S
Proceeds from this race benefit The Crohn’s and Colitis 

Foundation of America. The race starts at 8:30 a.m. at the 

Canton Waterfront Park, 3001 Boston St. For more informa-

tion, visit crohnscolitisfoundation.org or call 443-276-0861.

MAY 21 -- KEEP PUNCHING 5K
Knock out brain cancer and support this worthwhile 5K, one-

miler and kids races; opening ceremony is scheduled for 8 a.m. 

at Goucher College. To register, visit keeppunching5K.com. 

MAY 22 -- COOL KIDS 5K 
Online registration is open for the 5K and one-mile fun run 

that will take place at Oregon Ridge Park beginning at 8 a.m. 

The Cool Kids Campaign is devoted to improving the qual-

ity of life for pediatric oncology patients and their families 

by focusing on the academic, social and emotional needs 

brought on by a cancer diagnosis. For more information and 

to register, visit coolkidscampaign.org/run. 

MAY 28 -- MCVET 5K/10K RACE 
This race will begin and end at the War Memorial Building 

near City Hall, and all proceeds will benefit the Maryland 

Center for Veterans Education and Training Inc. The 

MCVET’s mission is to provide homeless veterans and other 

veterans in need with comprehensive services that will enable 

them to rejoin their communities as productive citizens. Visit 

charmcityrun.com for more information and to register.

JUNE 4 -- SCHECHTER ON THE MOVE 5K
Race to benefit Krieger Schechter Day School, a co-educa-

tional, independent Jewish day school for children in grades 

K-8. Visit schechter5K.eventbrite.com.

JUNE 4 -- JCN 5K
Run or walk to benefit the Jewish Caring Network, dedicated 

to providing free-of-charge support services to families facing 

life-threatening, lifelong, or serious illnesses. To registerr, 

visit wizathon.com/jcn5Krun-women/.

JUNE 4 -- 6 DOT DASH
This 6K race will kick off at the National Federation of the 
Blind Jernigan Institute, 200 E. Wells St., and will wind 
through the Inner Harbor before finishing back at the NFB. 
The race will benefit the NFB Jernigan Institute, whose 
mission is to develop innovative education, technologies, 
products and services that help the world’s blind achieve 
independence. For more information and to register, visit  
nfb.org/dot-dash.

JUNE 10 -- VISION WALK
A cure is in sight when you join the Baltimore Vision Walk 5K 
at the Inner Harbor. For more information and to register, 
visit fightblindness.org/site/TR?fr_id=5818&pg=entry.

JUNE 17 -- AGAPE 5K
Raise awareness and support a safe, nurturing family for 
every child through the nonprofit work of Building Families 
for Children. Money raised will help the ongoing work being 
done to meet the needs of Maryland families and to promote 
stronger healthier communities. The race begins and ends at 
7161 Columbia Gateway Dr. in Columbia. For more informa-
tion and the register, visit buildingfamiliesforchildren.org/
agape5K/ or call 410-872-1550 x1600.

JUNE 18 -- GBMC FATHER’S DAY 5K 
The 5K and one-mile fun walk will benefit GMBC’s Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit (NICU). Registrations begin at 6:30 a.m., 
with the race starting at 8 a.m. at the GBMC campus, 6545 
N. Charles St. For more information and to register, visit  
gbmc.org/5K or call 443-849-2120.

 BASEBALL/SOFTBALL 

BLUE DEVIL UMPIRE ASSOCIATION
New baseball umpires are needed to officiate in Baltimore, 

Carroll and Frederick counties. No experience is necessary. 

Email Bob Frank at lawyerfrank@comcast.net or call 410-493-

7011, or contact Larry Silverman at Bluedevilumps@comcast.net  

or call 410-484-2118.

FAST PITCH
U14 and U16 Dynasty Prime fast-pitch softball teams are 

looking for committed players and families for the upcom-

ing spring/summer season. Games are played in local and 

national tournaments and showcases. Players participate 

in year-round workouts and practice at Prime Sportsplex 

in Glen Arm. Visit Dpdynasty.com or email Coach Denny at 

dpdsoftball@gmail.com.

BASEBALL CARD SHOW
A sports card and memorabilia show to benefit Monsignor 

Slade Catholic School will be held at Monsignor Slade 

Catholic School in Glen Burnie from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. June 10. For 

more details, call Leo at 443-416-6447.

ADULT BASEBALL
Join the Eastern Baltimore County over-40 baseball league, 

which plays with wood bats on 90-foot diamonds. Players of 

all skill levels are encouraged to visit over40baseball.org or 

call Mike Lockett at 410-446-0443.

COCKEYSVILLE RECREATION
For updates about baseball registration for the Cockeysville 

Recreation Center, visit cockeysvillereccouncil.org or call  

410-887-7734.

MUSEUM OF NEGRO LEAGUES BASEBALL
Visit the Hubert V. Simmons Museum of Negro Leagues 
Baseball at the Owings Mills Metro Centre. The museum is 

named after Bert Simmons, who played for the Baltimore 
Elite Giants. The museum is open daily, and admission is 
free. Volunteers are always welcome. For more information, 

visit smnlbinc.org.

MASON-DIXON UMPIRES ASSOCIATION
The MDUA is looking for new high school baseball umpires in 

Baltimore. No experience is necessary. Email James Byrd at 

jbyrd0062@comcast.net or call 410-294-5257. 

SLOW-PITCH SOFTBALL
The Baltimore County Lutherville-Timonium Rec Council has 

opened team registration for the spring slow-pitch softball 

program at Seminary Park, which runs from May to mid-

August. Men’s leagues are Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 

and Friday evenings, and the coed league is Tuesday eve-

nings. Individual players seeking spots will be referred to 

the registered team managers. For more information, email  

tjharrington51@netscape.net or call 443-847-1072.

CRAB CLAW CLASSIC
Represent the state of Maryland in the 15th annual Crab 

Claw Classic at Joe Cannon Stadium in Hanover Aug. 4. 

Register online at diamondrecruiting.com or call director 

Louie Holcomb at 410-812-5120.

 SOCCER/RUGBY

CELTIC SOCCER CLUB
Tryouts for the Celtic Soccer Club are for boys ages 6-18 and 

girls 6-12. Registration and additional information are avail-

able at baltimoreceltic.com.

MIGHTY KICKS PUP LEAGUE
The Pup League provides year-round soccer training for boys 

and girls of all abilities ages 2-7. It’s designed to build motor 

skills, self-confidence and basic techniques. Ongoing pro-

grams are available around Baltimore. For more information, 

visit mightykicksbaltimore.com.

RUGBY

The Baltimore-Chesapeake Rugby Club, the region’s only 

Division I men’s rugby club, is looking for experienced play-

ers or those new to the game. For more information, email  

baltimorechesapeakerugby@gmail.com or visit baltimorerugby.net. 

 LACROSSE/SQUASH

BALTIMORE CITY YOUTH LACROSSE
The Baltimore Youth Lacrosse League is registering for the 
spring 2017 season. This in-house league is open to all kids 
ages 4-13 and practices two days a week with games on the 
weekends. For more information, call 443-863-8377, email bal-
timoreyouthlax@gmail.com or visit baltimoreyouthlax.com.

SQUASH
SquashWise provides incentives for middle school students to 
excel academically, athletically and socially, as well as the oppor-
tunity to compete in local and national squash tournaments. No 
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squash experience is necessary to become a tutor. Visit balti-
moresquashwise.org to make your tax-deductible donation. To 
make equipment donations and/or become a volunteer tutor, 
email abbym@baltimoresquashwise.org.

 GOLF 

JUNE 2 -- CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT
Join UMAR boxing in an effort to raise $25,000 in support 

of its 2017 program for at-risk youth in Baltimore City. The 

golf tournament will be held at Woodlands Golf Course in 

Woodlawn. Registration begins at 7 a.m., and sponsorship 

opportunities are available. For more information, visit 

nokooksbeforebooks.org. 

JUNE 5 -- STEVE QUICK MEMORIAL 
GOLF TOURNAMENT
Steve Quick, a former golf and football star at St. Mary’s of 

Annapolis High School, passed away at the age of 29 from 

diabetic complications, and proceeds from this event will 

go to the family of Chris Bobbick, who was a Department of 

Homeland Security employee killed along with his parents on 

a family trip to Disney World. His wife and young daughter 

were both paralyzed during the accident. Check-in is sched-

uled for 8 a.m. at Eisenhower Golf Course, 1576 Generals 

Highway in Crownsville. To register, call Thomas Phelps at 

910-583-9917.

JUNE 5 -- CHARITY GOLF
Sponsored by Michael’s Cafe, this tournament at the 

Country Club of Maryland (1101 Stevenson Lane in Towson) 

benefits the Cool Kids Campaign. For more information, 

visit coolkidscampaign.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04 / 

Michaels-Cafe-2017-Golf.pdf.

JUNE 8 -- MMHA GOLF OUTING 
Proceeds raised during this golf tournament at Mountain 

Branch Golf Club in Joppa will help fund the Baltimore 

Station, which supports men transitioning through home-

lessness, poverty and substance abuse. For more information 

and to register, visit mmhaonline.org.

JUNE 9 -- JONATHAN OGDEN’S GOLF 
TOURNAMENT 
Join Jonathan Ogden and his celebrity friends for an unfor-

gettable day that will include on-course food and drinks, an 

after-golf awards dinner, a commemorative photo plaque of 

your group and an Under Armour shirt as part of your tour-

nament gift package. For more information, call Wendy at 

410-336-8889 or visit jonathanogdenfoundation.org.

JUNE 24-26 -- KEN SINGLETON GOLF
Join baseball legend Ken Singleton and other pro athletes 

and celebrities for a weekend of golf, socializing and fun to 

benefit the Cool Kids Campaign, helping kids with cancer 

and their families. For more information, call 410-560-1770 or 

visit coolkidscampaign.org/golf/.

  FOOTBALL

JUNE 1-3 -- RAVENS BEACH BASH
Come to the sixth annual Ravens Ocean City Beach Bash 

and join Ravens players, cheerleaders, playmakers, the team’s 

band and mascots as they turn Ocean City into Ravenstown 

for the weekend. Organized activities will include the Ocean 

City Purple Friday Caravan, the annual Ravens Roosts parade, 

a bonfire and tailgate party. For more information, visit  

baltimoreravens.com/ravensflock/beach-bash/index.html.

RAVENS PLAY 60
The Ravens “Play 60” Grant provides funding of up to $5,000 
to qualifying nonprofit organizations that create and/or 

continue programs or projects promoting physical fitness 

and nutrition education. The foundation is committed to 

improving, encouraging and enabling the healthy develop-

ment of youth in the Baltimore area, as well as other parts 

of Maryland. The grant program continues the foundation’s 

commitment to increasing physical activity among area 

youth and seeks to encourage healthy youth activities. Apply 

by May 31 at baltimoreravens.com/play60grant.

BALTIMORE TERPS YOUTH
Games are open to all players ages 4-14, regardless of weight 

or skill level. The games provide a platform for participants 

to play the proper position for their body size while also 

ensuring their success as they move on to high school 

and beyond. To register, visit baltimoreterps.com or call  

443-863-TERP.

 OTHER ACTIVITIES 

JUNE 2 -- RAPPEL 
Go over the edge at the Hyatt Regency to raise money for 

National Kidney Foundation of Maryland. To register, call 

410-494-8545 or visit kidneymd.org.

AUG 13-19 -- CROSSING MARYLAND
Become a trekker and hike or bike alongside meteorolo-

gist Justin Berk as he makes his way across Maryland to 

benefit kids with cancer and their families. To register, visit  

coolkidscampaign.org/mdtrek.

ULTIMATE FRISBEE
Central Maryland Ultimate Association promotes youth ulti-

mate frisbee leagues in the Baltimore area. Go to cmuadisc.

org/youth/ for information about spring/summer leagues in 

Pikesville and Towson as well as Howard and Anne Arundel 

counties. 

BABE RUTH MUSEUM
The improved Babe Ruth Birthplace Museum has reopened 

right next to Camden Yards. Babe Ruth’s legacy shaped the 

sports and American life we live now. Consider making a tax-

deductible donation. Visit baberuthmuseum.org/donate or 

call 410-727-1539, ext. 3012.

HOMESCHOOL SPORTS
Baltimore-area homeschooled boys and girls in grades six-

12 interested in playing interscholastic sports -- like soc-

cer, volleyball and baseball -- can register for the upcoming 

school season. For more information or to register, email  

chensports@verizon.net.

MARYLAND OFFICIALS CLUB
Interested in becoming a high school swimming official in 

the Baltimore-Anne Arundel area? Experience as a competi-

tive swimmer or coach at the high school, college or masters 

level -- or prior experience officiating -- is strongly preferred. 
Email mdcommish@comcast.net or call Mike Connors at 
410-653-7307.

DUCKPIN BOWLING 
There are openings for youth duckpin-bowling leagues for 
ages 3-21 at various duckpin centers in Baltimore. Most 
programs run Saturday mornings and include bowling, shoe 
rental and coaching. For more information, visit ndya.org, 
call Stacy Karten at 410-356-0936 or “Like” duckpin bowling 
at facebook.com/theduckpinnews.

OFFICIALS WANTED
Do you love roller derby? Do you love whistles? Do you love 
stats? Then you may be ready to join the ranks of the Charm City 
Roller Girls’ officiating crew, which is looking for skating and 
non-skating officials of all skill levels. No experience necessary. 
For more information, email referees@charmcityrollergirls.com. 

BALTIMORE FITNESS ACADEMY
BMoreFit’s goal is to reduce childhood obesity throughout 
the Baltimore metropolitan area by educating and mentoring 
urban youth with targeted programs for improved health, fit-
ness and nutrition. For more details, visit bmorefit.org.

BICYCLE REPAIR
As a cooperative bicycle shop, visitors can work on a donated 
bike, use tools to fix a broken bike or buy ready-to-ride sec-
ondhand bikes. Volunteer staff will provide assistance. For 
details, visit velocipedebikeproject.org.

WIFFLE BALL
If you can swing a bat and throw and catch a ball, then you 
can play Wiffle Ball. Enjoy a game that caters to players of all 
ages and have some fun. For summer tournament informa-
tion, visit midatlanticwiffle.com.
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“I grew up a fan of the Miami Hurricanes. Play-
ing video games, I noticed that if you looked 
at their roster in 2000, 2001, in those times, 
most of the guys were from Florida. And 
that’s just one of the things that I want to 
help be a part of the change. I want to 
make us into like how Miami was. That’s just 
one of the things for guys who want to stay 
home -- we can build the same thing or be even 
better.”

- Maryland linebacker/Fort Washington, Md., native Jermaine Carter Jr. April 20 on the 
importance of getting kids from Maryland to come to College Park

“It was an opportunity that presented itself 
that I knew I had to take advantage of. I 
didn’t even think about the bad. I thought 
about where Coach Fang Mitchell had 
this program years ago. I think about the 
growth of Coppin State University, the 
campus. And I just thought it was an amaz-
ing opportunity to live out my purpose and 
let people see the passion I have for develop-
ing young men. This is something I dreamt for a long time while 
I was playing. I knew I wanted to coach.”

- Terps legend/Baltimore native Juan Dixon April 27 on considering the good and the bad 
before taking the coaching job at Coppin State

“He’d get my vote if I had one. I think so. Also, 
not too many guys have had as many wins 
as he’s had as a manager and starred on 
Seinfeld. So that in its own right is good 
enough for me!” 

- Reds pitcher/former Oriole Scott Feldman April 20 on 
whether his former manager Buck Showalter should be in 
the Hall of Fame if he wins a World Series

“For me, when you think of [the] Ravens, 
you think of defense. I’m sure the offense 
is great, but when I think of the Ravens, I 
think of defense. Smash mouth defense, 
it’s kind of what they build on, just domi-
nant. Me coming from Alabama, I feel like 
Alabama’s a big defensive place, too. So 
going to the Ravens, it’s just a little bit more 
amped kind of on that defense. I’m really excited to join that.”

- Ravens first-round pick/former Alabama cornerback Marlon Humphrey April 28 on joining 
the Baltimore defense

“I’ve been here for three years now, and I 
just knew. I wanted to leave last year, so 
I put my name in the draft, and things 
didn’t work out the way I wanted [them] 
to. So I knew that this year would be the 
best chance for me to put my name in the 
draft because I was healthy. Even though 
things didn’t go always my way [this season], 
I still thought it was the best idea for me.”

- Former Maryland point guard Melo Trimble May 2 on his decision to leave school after his 
junior season

Listen to Glenn Clark Radio live from
10 a.m.-noon,  
Monday-Friday

GlennClarkRadio.com
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MONUMENTALSPORTSNETWORK.COM  

DOWNLOAD THE NEW 
MONUMENTAL SPORTS 

NETWORK APP
New and improved photo galleries, video player, 

downloadable game calendars, Caps and Wizards emoji 
keyboards and customizable features allowing fans to 

tailor the content to their preferences.

launch-pressbox-4.9375w x 11.875h.indd   1 3/31/16   11:01 AM

Beer & Spirits 
Voted “Best of Harford”

Located in Abingdon, MD 
off I-95 exit 77B - Tollgate Rd.  

near Wal-Mart, BJ’s, Target and Chick-fil-a

OPEN 7 DAYS: 
 Monday - Saturday Sunday  
 9 a.m. - 10 p.m. 10 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Free Tastings 
 Fridays at 4 p.m.  

Saturdays at 1 p.m.

Sign up to receive our weekly eNewsletter at 
MyWineWorld.com or YourBeerWorld.com

30 TAP GROWLER
FILLING STATION 

410.569.8646 • 877.569.7400

410.939.8887  |  BulleRockGolf.com
FREQUENT PLAYER PACKAGES AVAILABLE

Maryland’s No. 1 Public Golf Course

HAVRE DE GRACE, MD

The “Must Play Course” 
in the Region!

A Golf Digest and Golf Magazine Top 50!
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Geppi’s Entertainment Museum is a pop culture shrine, a tribute to the exciting
 characters, toys and experiences that have shaped our past and our present.

Whether you’re looking for a gateway to history or a place to hold
 an amazing family or corporate event, you’ll find it at GEM!

Action Comics #1 
The first appearance

of Superman The original, hand-made 
G.I. Joe prototype

Do You Want a Party
 of Historic Proportions?

Do You Want a Party
 of Historic Proportions?

Located in Baltimore’s historic Camden Yards sports complex,
right across the street from the Baltimore Convention Center

and immediately next door to Oriole Park! 

To make your party a night to remember, 
contact: Nadja Martens, Sales Manager – Events

Phone: (410) 625-7063
Email: mnadja@geppismuseum.com

www.GeppisMuseum.com

 
DIAMOND COMIC PRESENTS:  

RICIG’S WORLD OF SPORTS
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NorthwestBMW.com

Special lease and finance offers available on the 2017 BMW X5 by Northwest BMW through BMW Financial
Services.

Northwest BMW
9702 Reisterstown Rd, Owings Mills, MD 21117-4120
410-902-8700
NorthwestBMW.com

Autotrader is a registered trademark of TPI Holdings, Inc. used under exclusive license.
©2016 BMW of North America, LLC. The BMW name, model names and logo are registered trademarks.



LOCK IN YOUR BIRDLAND SUMMER
vs.

vs.

vs.

vs.

vs.

May 19 June 1

June 2

June 3

June 4

May 20

May 29

MAY 19–21 JUNE 1–4

JUNE 6 & 7

MAY 29–31

MAY 22–24
Manny Machado 
Starting Lineup Figure
(All fans)

Orioles Floppy Hat 
presented by Miller Lite
(First 20,000 fans 21 & over)

Youth Bat & Ball Set 
presented by Play Ball
(All fans 14 & under)

Fireworks (Postgame)  
presented by Kaiser Permanente
(All fans)

Orioles Beach Mat 
presented by Visit Sarasota
(First 15,000 fans 15 & over)

Orioles Memorial Day T-Shirt
(All fans)

Orioles Maryland Flag Script 
Replica Jersey 
presented by Morgan State University
(All fans)

888-848-BIRD


