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ith PressBox again hon-
oring a deserving Raven 
-- this time Ed Reed -- for 
his induction into the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame, I 
decided it was a fitting 
time to talk locally about 
the Ring of Honor, the 

Ravens’ version of a Hall of Fame.
The news conference the Ravens held 

May 29 to announce the newest members of 
the Ring of Honor served two very impor-
tant purposes. First, it allowed Haloti Nga-
ta, one of the top 10 talents in the history of 
the franchise, to retire as a Raven. In con-
junction with Ngata’s retirement, the team 
announced he’d enter the Ring of Honor in 
2020.

But team owner Steve Bisciotti saved 
the best news for last -- even though 
everyone knew something was up the 
minute former head coach Brian Billick 
walked to the podium along with for-
mer general manager Ozzie Newsome. 
Bisciotti, in one of the most feel-good 
pressers in team history, talked about 
how significant it was to him that Ngata 
wanted to close out his career as a Raven. 
At the same time, Bisciotti said Ngata 
would have to wait a year to be inducted 
into the Ring of Honor because Billick 
was going in this year.

And with that acknowledgement, it was 
done. Billick, who deserved to go into the 
team’s Ring of Honor based on the total-
ity of what he meant to the franchise, was 
in. However, with that public anointing of 
Billick as Ring worthy, something else was 
exposed.

That something is that Bisciotti must 

give his blessing as to who is inducted into 
the Ring of Honor, which makes it not just 
the team’s Ring of Honor but his. Billick, 
who was fired by Bisciotti Dec. 31, 2007, felt 
betrayed by the club’s owner for a while. 
It’s important to note that the Ravens had 
acknowledged a few weeks prior to his fir-
ing that Billick, who was under contract 
through 2010, would return as head coach 
for the 2008 season.

At one time, Billick and Bisciotti were 
very close friends. The firing caused iciness 
between the two men, which was probably 
assuaged by the fact that Billick was paid 
the entirety of the $15 million he was owed 
by the team.

As time marched on, it was pretty much 
assumed that Billick would get another 
head coaching job, and that day just never 
came. Billick and his wife built their forever 
home in Oxford, Md., and Billick forged a 
solid career as an analyst for Fox and NFL 
Network.

And in a move that made perfect sense, 
the Ravens brought Billick back into the 
fold in a small but important way: Billick 
was an analyst for each of the team’s four 
preseason games on TV and radio in 2017 
and 2018. The iciness had thawed, leading 
to a deserving honor for the coach who 
won the team’s first Super Bowl in January 
2001. Time healed the wounds between two 
good men.

But I can’t help from keeping the late 
David Modell front and center when it 
comes to this Ring of Honor thing. Time 
will never allow for a true evolution of the 
relationship between Bisciotti and Modell. 
Lung cancer robbed them of that chance. 
Modell, the son of former owner Art Mod-
ell, died in January 2017.

To the best of my knowledge, I have 
never heard there was a bad relationship 

between the two men. Still, before Bisciotti 
took over the Ravens (2004), David Modell 
had served as the team president. Not sur-
prisingly, Bisciotti wanted the organization 
to be a reflection of him with his people 
running things. Enter Dick Cass, who has 
done a solid job in checking off all the boxes 
Bisciotti has wanted checked off from that 
position.

Without second-guessing Bisciotti, I 
think it is important and proper to remind 
the current Ravens owner about the vi-
tally important role David played in creat-
ing a franchise that is the envy of most of 
the league. When Art decided to move the 
Browns out of Cleveland, it was David, not 
Art, who did the heavy lifting that came 
after the announcement by then-Maryland 
Gov. Parris Glendening that the Browns 
were moving to Baltimore.

And lest we have short memories, the 
lifting was indeed heavy, from naming the 
team to choosing a logo to building a re-
lationship with John Ziemann and the 
Colts’ Marching Band. David worked to 
sell personal seat licenses, secured local 
TV and radio deals, made hundreds of 
guest appearances on TV and radio sta-
tions around town and glad-handed with 
the thousands of fans affiliated with Ra-
vens Roosts. Not to mention, David put 
an imprint on the new downtown stadium 
that was to be built in time for the Ravens’ 
1998 season.

David did all of that from 6 a.m. to the 
wee hours of the night five or six days per 
week for the first four or five years the team 
was in Baltimore. And he found time to pick 
Mr. Irrelevant. Newsome allowed him to se-
lect Cam Quayle, a tight end from Weber 
State, with the final pick of the 1998 NFL 
Draft. 

“We can nickname him the vice presi-
dent,” David deadpanned after the pick, 
alluding to Dan Quayle, who was vice presi-
dent under the first President Bush from 
1989-1992.

David also found time to make perhaps 
the most relevant pick in club history: Bil-
lick, the coach who was the right man at the 
right time when he was hired after the 1998 
season.

I think it’s fair to say that David’s hard 
work, hands-on approach and affability 
didn’t entirely erase the moral and ethical 
questions surrounding Baltimore’s pursuit 
of the Browns, but he made the return of 
the NFL more acceptable.

I think of David often. In a sports world 
too often filled with bland personalities, Da-
vid was a breath of fresh air. He executed his 
vision of what Baltimore’s second chance at 
an NFL franchise could look like.

I urge Bisciotti to do the right thing one 
day by honoring David so his widow, Michel, 
their daughter Aoife and son Bertram, and 
four children by his first marriage -- sons 
Arthur and David Jr., and daughters Bres-
lin and Collier -- can look up and know how 
important their father was in the formation 
of what the Baltimore Ravens are and what 
they stand for. •
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rying in church not far from her home in 
Baltimore’s Little Italy, Pat Novak was 
eventually consoled by the priest.

“What’s the matter? Is it Brandon 
again?” he asked, referring to Novak’s son. 
Through tears, Pat nodded her head. Yes, 
it was.

Pat had been expecting the worst for a 
while now. She had drained numerous savings accounts try-
ing to get Brandon treatment for his addiction to drugs and 
alcohol. But nothing was helping.

After rising to fame and fortune as a teenage skateboard-
ing prodigy and through regular appearances performing odd 
and extreme stunts on the popular MTV show “Jackass,” No-
vak had lost it all during the course of a 24-year battle with 
addiction. There wasn’t a drug he wouldn’t try or a substance 
he wouldn’t abuse, he said. One of his fiercest battles was with 
heroin.

On his 13th visit to an in-patient treatment facility, the 
Baltimore native’s possessions consisted of eight scarves, two 
jackets, three socks, a stick of deodorant and four cigarette 
butts he had fished out of receptacle. All of this fit into a mod-
est bag he used as a pillow. He searched in vain for a pair of 
clean underwear.

Pat refused to give up hope for her son, but it was becom-
ing a burdensome task. She had already filed a restraining or-
der against Brandon and had even gone as far as buying him a 
plot in a cemetery off of Eastern Avenue.

She looked up at the priest and said, “I wish God would 
cure him or kill him, or kill me because I can’t take it anymore.”

A look of concern came over the priest’s face. “Don’t ever 
say that again,” he told Pat. “God has a plan for him.”

Against all odds and every prediction ever made about 

him, Brandon Novak has seemingly turned his life around. On 
May 25, he celebrated the fourth anniversary of his sobriety. 
He said he barely thinks about drugs and alcohol anymore 
and even cut himself loose from cigarettes last fall.

“My experience, my history, my past dictates that I should 
be high or dead right now,” Novak said. “That fact that I am 
not is miraculous. It’s a miracle and it defies logic.”

Novak entered his first rehab facility at age 17. On Dec. 10, 
he celebrated his 40th birthday.

He now tours the world on behalf of Banyan Treatment 
Center, sharing his story to raise awareness and help as many 
people as he can overcome their own addictions and mental-
health struggles. He wrote a book about his life, “Dreamseller,” 

that appeared on best-seller lists for The New York Times and 
Amazon.

Once branded as “the guy no one thought could ever get 
sober,” Novak tells people that if he can do it, anything is pos-
sible.

“I always say sobriety has given me everything that drugs 
and alcohol ever promised,” he said. “It’s all very Hallmark 
type [stuff]. But it’s so true.”

As a teenager, Novak’s life was on a meteoric rise. At age 
14, his skateboarding caught the attention of legendary pro-
fessionals like Tony Hawk, and Novak became the first pro 
skater to be sponsored by Gatorade.

Through his friendship with Bam Margera, he began ap-
pearing in videos in 2001 with The Camp Kill Yourself Crew, 
or The CKY Crew, and later in “Jackass” television shows and 
movies. He performed stunts such as getting punched in the 
face or riding a pair of skis down the stairs and through the 
closed screen door of a home.

But his dependence on drugs and alcohol wiped every-
thing away.

In the deepest throes of his addiction, Novak said he would 
do anything -- robbing, lying, cheating or stealing -- just to 
score his next high.

The tally was “24 years of smoking, drinking, sniffing, in-
jecting any sort of substance that would take me outside of 
myself,” including 21 years as a cocaine and heroin user, Novak 
said. He was in 13 in-patient centers and lost count of the out-
patient centers; was rushed to four different hospitals in four 
different states; spent seven days on life support and was in 
jail more than once.

For Novak, rock bottom was when he realized that the 
drugs he used no longer allowed him to escape the miserable 
life he had created for himself. Sober or under the influence, it 
was all the same. He contemplated suicide. 

“I had given everything to this one thing, and it was OK 
prior to this because it always answered my call,” Novak said. 
“But now it no longer works. It was no longer answering my 
call. It was not allowing me to escape my reality. ... That was 
like the main catalyst [to get sober].”

“Now I really enjoy going to the grocery store, reading 
books, paying my bills,” added Novak, who is based in West 
Chester, Pa., outside of Philadelphia. “I enjoy being a produc-
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Baltimore Native Brandon Novak: 
From Skateboarding Prodigy 
To Addiction To Sobriety
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Brandon Novak (bottom, center)
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tive member of society. I typically go to bed around 10 p.m. I 
am up by 7 a.m.”

Novak encourages people who feel they need help to call 
610-635-9092; by doing so, they’ll reach Novak or the Banyan 
Treatment Center.

“I called a lot of people a lot of times asking for a lot of help,” 
he said. “Each time I called, someone was on the receiving end 
of that line. They picked up, and they helped me, or they tried 
their best to help. Rest assured, if someone didn’t answer that 
phone call on the days that I called, I wouldn’t be here right 
now. I’d probably be in that grave my mother had bought me.”

Novak has also repaired his relationship with his mother.
“She is my everything,” he said. “Nine months into my so-

briety, she said, ‘Brandon, I need you to come and visit me 
more often. I always get so sad when you leave.’ She never gave 
up on me. She loved me when I didn’t love myself. She prayed 
for me when I didn’t pray for myself.”

Pat Novak remembers sitting in that Baltimore church 
and what the priest told her.

“Father was right. [God] did have a plan for him,” she said. 
“It makes me feel very happy that I never gave up on him.”

-- Greg Swatek

Now In Its 30th Year, 
Chesapeake Men’s 
Senior Baseball 
League Thriving

In the summer of 2005, Duane Cordrey was playing in the 
Chesapeake Men’s Senior Baseball League, founded in 1989 
as a league for players 28 and older. 

The league was small, just six teams in one age division.
During one particular game, Cordrey noticed some un-

sportsmanlike behavior by some of his teammates and play-
ers on the other team. One player struck out and threw his 
bat against the backstop. Another got into an argument with 
the umpire.

“People started to lose the perspective of, ‘It’s just a 
game,’” said Cordrey, who had played in the league since 
1996. “I also discovered, too, that people, in the heat of 
competition, they forget that they’re people just like them. 
They’re just in a different uniform. They all have day jobs. 
They all have families. They all have a passion for the game of 
baseball. I felt like there was something missing in that these 
guys didn’t get to learn about each other off the field.”

Cordrey approached the league president and offered his 
opinions on how the league might be improved. Instead, the 
president let Cordrey take the job. He started in 2006.

From 2006-2016, Cordrey turned the Chesapeake MSBL 
into one of the top men’s senior baseball leagues in the coun-
try, according to Steve Sigler, the founder and president of 

the Men’s Senior Baseball League, a nationwide organization 
that represents more than 50,000 players across hundreds of 
leagues, including the Chesapeake MSBL.

This season, the Chesapeake MSBL is celebrating its 
30th anniversary. There are between 500-600 players on 29 
teams across three age divisions. Teams play at parks and 
high schools in Anne Arundel County. Most of that success is 
thanks to Cordrey, Sigler said.

“First of all, three decades is a testament to the leadership 
of the league and the willingness of men to continue to play 
baseball,” Sigler said. “The Chesapeake MSBL is for sure in 
the top 10 -- not only in its continuation of stabilization and 
growth but the outstanding leadership that they have had.”

“Their standard of excellence is just wonderful,” Sigler 
added. “They exude leadership, which these successful 
leagues need. They need leaders in order to sustain and have 
an opportunity to grow.”

Cordrey stepped away in 2016 to spend more time with 
his son, who has started playing baseball. In his place, Alex 
Brunet took over as president.

Cordrey said his goal when he took over in 2006 was to 
“change the culture” of the league. The first step was to cre-
ate an all-star game that allowed rival players to team up 
and get to know each other, helping form bonds of friendship 
that would last for years. All-star games are played at Harry 
Grove Stadium, home of the High-A Frederick Keys.

The next step was incorporating the league as a tax-ex-
empt nonprofit that could accept donations and raise money 
for the league. He then modeled the league’s three current 
age divisions -- 22 and older, 35 and older as well as 45 and 
older -- off of the national leagues championed by Sigler.

“That opened a lot of doors for us, so now we’re a com-
munity service-based organization,” Cordrey said. “It gave 
us credibility as having proper oversight, governance and a 
vehicle to raise funds to help offset the expenses associated 
with the game while at the same time helping improve the 
fields that we were playing on.”

One of the first projects the league undertook was replac-
ing the dugout roofs at Annapolis High School’s baseball 
field. In ensuing years, the league has fixed other fields in 
Anne Arundel County, donated equipment to military serv-
ing in the Middle East and awarded several scholarships.

“As I got more and more into it, I really invested a lot of 
my personal time and energy into it because I saw a vision 
where I could take this,” said Cordrey, who, like most of his 
teammates in the 45-and-older league, have been playing for 
more than 20 years. 

Though some of the core players are starting to get older, 
that doesn’t mean the competition has begun to wane. Jeff 
Wolf, 58, has played since 1998 and manages the White Sox 
in the 45-and-older division. The White Sox have won nine 
consecutive titles.

“I’ve always felt it’s always kind of competitive no matter 
what,” Wolf said. “You have guys who played in college, guys 
that played in high school, some that played professionally. 

Nobody likes to lose.”
The league features a range of players who played at 

various levels of competitive baseball. Bob Englemeyer, who 
pitched two seasons of minor-league ball with the Kansas 
City Royals, plays in the 45-and-older division. Ian and Ryan 
Hendricks, the sons of former Orioles catcher and coach El-
rod Hendricks, play in the 35-and-older division. Both spent 
time in the Orioles’ farm system. Former Towson University 
star Casper Wells, who spent parts of four seasons in the 
majors, plays in the 22-and-older division. Former Orioles 
players Ken Dixon and John Stefero played in the league in 
the past. Brunet attended spring training with the Atlanta 
Braves in 1982.

And while there are players with professional pedigrees 
in all three divisions, anyone is welcome to play, Brunet said.

“We encourage anybody to come out. We’ve got guys that 
might not have made their high school teams that are play-
ing in the league,” he said. “It’s a recreational league. We do 
encourage anybody that wants to come out, we find a spot 
for them.”

Now three years since Cordrey stepped away from the 
league he adores and helped grow into a competitive and 
financially solvent organization, the 52-year-old said he 
couldn’t be more proud of what he helped build and the 
brotherhood that’s developed among the hundreds of play-
ers in the league.

“The thing I’ve really learned from baseball is a lot of life 
lessons,” Cordrey said, “but more importantly is the friend-
ships and the camaraderie and the network of people you 
play with and against.”

-- Brooks DuBose
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Bob Englemeyer (left) and Alex Brunet (right)
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The 45-and-older Chesapeake MSBL championship game in 2018



BONDED • INSURED • BACKGROUND-CHECKED

maidpro.com • 410.529.5690

We’ve got the chores covered • Your home cleaned just how you like it

PROFESSIONAL HOME CLEANING

Spend more time doing what you love!

8  |  JUNE/JULY 2019  |    |  PRESSBOXSPORTS  |  @PRESSBOXONLINE



10 Questions With
Orioles Rel iever Paul Fry
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What’s your favorite “guilty” food?
Pizza

What’s a bucket-list place you’ve never been?
Italy

What’s your favorite pregame meal or snack?
Lasagna

Who was your favorite sports star when you were a kid?
Brett Favre

What was your favorite sports team growing up?
Detroit Lions

What would you be if you weren’t a baseball player?
I’d do something with animals, maybe a veterinarian. 

What’s your favorite movie of all time?
“Home Alone 2: Lost in New York”

What is your favorite thing about Baltimore?
Being near the water.

What’s the best advice you’ve ever been given?
Don’t let anyone tell you that your dreams are too big. 

What’s your favorite thing to do on a day off?
To have no plans. Just go with the flow.
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Hall of Fame  
Odyssey

On Aug. 3, 2019, former Baltimore Ravens safety Ed Reed will be inducted 
into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio. 

Reed’s journey to immortality is particularly remarkable. He went from being 
a largely overlooked prospect out of Destrehan High School in Louisiana to 
a national champion at Miami to the 24th overall pick in the 2002 NFL Draft 
to ending his Ravens career by winning Super Bowl XLVII in his hometown 
of New Orleans. Throughout his career and into his post-playing career, 
Reed has remained dedicated to giving back to his hometown and adopted 
second home of Baltimore via the Ed Reed Foundation.

Glenn Clark talked with Reed about becoming a Hall of Famer, the people 
who helped him along the way and more.

The following interview has been edited for clarity and content.
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Glenn Clark: How does a kid who grows up in Destrehan, 
La., and is only a two-star recruit coming out of high 
school end up becoming a Pro Football Hall of Famer?

Ed Reed: Hard work, dedication, a lot of great support 
around me, a lot of great people in my environment -- and the 
want-to. I wanted this for myself. I understood what I had to 
do to get myself in position, I should say just to make plays. 
That’s just what it was about for me. I enjoyed the game 
as a kid, and that feeling never left me. I remember those 
moments as a kid, making plays and playing sports. There’s 
a reason why I’m building a park. It’s so dear to me because 
that’s where I grew up at. Everything I was doing was at 
the park. I was leaving football practice in high school, got 
boots on and jeans on and going to the basketball court. 

And I say it a lot: I was truly born to do what I did, to play 
football. It was just a matter of nurturing the talents that God 
has blessed me with. I didn’t have a problem with working 
and outworking myself from the last time. It was never about 
anybody else. It was always about doing what I could do.



@PRESSBOXONLINE  |  PRESSBOXSPORTS  |    |  JUNE/JULY  2019  |  11

GC: I know how important your own family is to you. 
I also talked to former Destrehan High School office 
specialist Jeanne Hall, and I know how important 
that family is to you. How did both of those families 
help you get to this point?

ER: It comes from the old saying, “The village raised the 
kid.” I’m from a neighborhood in Shrewsbury, Louisiana, 
where I lived at before I moved to the St. Rose area 
where Destrehan is at. Everybody knew my parents, 
everybody knew each other. The village can truly raise 
the kid. The village was raising the kids, and some 
people still have that mentality to where if they see kids 
doing the wrong things, they correct them regardless of 
who their parents are. They just know what’s right and 
wrong, [what] kids should be doing. And that’s what that 
was. Walter and Miss Hall have that big heart to where 
they were helping multiple kids. This was not something 
that just was, “OK, Ed needs help, Ed is the guy.” No. 
There were a few other guys before me that were being 
helped because Miss Hall is obviously the secretary at 
the high school but has a great heart for kids, and still to 
this day she’s still helping them. 

Like Ben Parquet, my mentor, he’s 80 years old and 
still looking out for kids and trying to point them in the 
right direction because kids don’t know. They think they 
know -- I deal with it now, kids really do believe they 
know -- and they don’t. They don’t know. And there are 
some things I’ll give them credit for, but they don’t know 
everything. They still have a lot of growing to do, and 
kids just don’t understand that.

People like Miss Hall and Mr. Parquet came into my 
life to give me those goals and nuggets to put in my 
toolbox to put forth that work ethic that just needed to 
be cultivated as a kid. When you don’t come from a 
situation of good structure in this system that we have in 
this country, it’s tough. It’s tough on kids like myself, just 
growing up. I could’ve gotten into a lot of things coming 
from my environment, my situation, my circumstances 
growing up. But having the right people, following the 
right advice makes the difference in life, man. 

GC: While your hometown of New Orleans means 
a lot to you, did you know Baltimore was going to 
become your second hometown?

ER: I mean, that was obvious when I was drafted 
because my mentality coming into the NFL -- it stood for 
Not For Long then, and you probably still get it now -- 
was that I didn’t want to be a guy jumping from team to 
team in the NFL because I felt like if you were doing that, 
you weren’t very good and you were on your way out. 
So I already knew that I didn’t want to be jumping from 
team to team. James Trapp had a program at Booker T. 
Washington called LORDS: leadership, order, respect, 
discipline and success. We took over that program. My 
financial advisers Brad Davis, Brad Schwartz, Glenn 
Younes and I and the Ed Reed Foundation, we took 
over that program years ago -- to be exact, probably 
17 years ago -- and we’ve been working with Booker 
T. since then. That right there was more than enough 
reason for me to understand that Baltimore is my home.

Baltimore and New Orleans, to me, are like brother 
and sister cities. With some of the stuff I know happens 
in the city, in the school systems, what happens in the 
neighborhood, I know for a fact Baltimore and New 
Orleans experience some of the same things. And 
still working in both of those cities, man, how can you 
not see it? And being that we won the Super Bowl in 
New Orleans, we’ve been through New Orleans, living 
in Baltimore, being from Baltimore, it couldn’t get any 

better than that. God don’t make no mistakes, man. 

So Baltimore became my home immediately because 
I saw me in those kids. ... I saw me being Ben Parquet, 
my mentor, to some of those kids, being like Miss Hall 
and Mr. Hall to some of those kids, like my parents 
to some of those kids, because I feel like they came 
from my situation -- maybe even, to be honest, worse, 
because I don’t remember walking past abandoned 
buildings getting myself to school. I don’t remember 
that. I don’t know how that would affect my mentality, 
walking past abandoned buildings, kids getting killed 
in your school. That’s tough, man. That’s tough. That’s 
why Baltimore is my home. That’s why I love those kids 
so much. That’s why my foundation does what it does. 
That’s just such a tough situation. 

GC: Everyone we talked to on the football side talked 
about how cool you are and your demeanor in big 
situations. Do you know where that comes from, 
how unflappable you are in the biggest situations on 
a football field?

ER: It comes from a few places. My mom and my dad are 
really laid-back people. I grew up listening to Maze and 
Frankie Beverly, so I grew up listening to a lot of old-school 
stuff. One of my favorite songs by Maze [goes], “I’m a laid-
back kind of guy in a laid-back kind of world.” We just 
kind of make things stressful for each other here, man. For 
some reason, we like to make it hard. But it comes from my 
parents. It comes from my dad, my older brother. I used 
to surround myself with my uncles and my older brother. 
I always wanted to be one of the older guys. They were 
doing all the cool stuff. They were playing all the sports, 
dominoes and stuff like that. 

So just having that old soul, I guess you could say, was 
in me. I am truly my parents’ son, because it doesn’t take 
much for my mom and my dad. They don’t need a whole 
lot. My dad definitely doesn’t. He doesn’t like the cameras -- 
just a hard-working, blue-collar guy who loves people, who 
loves to have a good time but stays out of the way. He just 
has that old-school way about him. I guess because they 
went through so much, and I know the things that they’ve 
been through. I know the things that they had to 
deal with, the type of people they had [to deal with].
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GC: A lot of people brought up your film sessions 
with Ray Lewis in the early years and the legendary 
nature of them. How significant was that in the player 
that you became early on?

ER: Ray and I wanted to be a great tandem. We 
wanted the same things when it came to winning 
football games, basically. Just being smart, watching 
tape late at night. It was just like, “Man, I’m going to 
just crash here.” Ray had a freakin’ mansion, man. He 
wouldn’t mind me sleeping in a room or something 
like that. We were like brothers early in my career, 
like brothers who lived together. We really understood 
what it took to be back-to-back Hall of Famers. We 
weren’t striving for that. Ultimately, we were striving 
to be the best possible teammates for our team to win 
the championship, and we were fortunate enough to 
achieve that. It took us awhile. We thought we could’ve 
had it -- about three or four of them, to be honest. But 
that’s just the nature of the beast. Not everybody wins 
championships, so we’re grateful for the one we have. 

It was just building on stuff I had already known. Ray 
was a businessman, a student of the game years before 
I came into the league, so being able to learn under a 
mentor, a big brother like Ray was great. That was just 
helping me become better as a businessman and as 
a player. Ray had already changed his eating habits. 
He was eating certain things. And he introduced me 
to Monte Sanders and Rohan Marley. My eating really 
changed when I got to Rohan and Monte, because 
Monte is a trainer and he’s doing great things now. You 
can look Monte Sanders up. You can see the things 
Rohan Marley is doing. Those guys are already kind of 
moving toward doing certain things, and I just came 

along to help contribute in my little way, to our team, 
for our brothers’ success. 

We really helped each other to grow as men, as 
players, as businessmen, as brothers in Christ. We 
really helped each other to grow. So it was all of us 
really bringing something to the table. That was very 
unique to that group and time that we were spending 
together. It was awesome.

GC: Can you take me back to the playoff win in 
Kansas City after your brother, Brian, died? What 
were you going through that day? 

ER: My brother was a young man at the time. I 
remember getting a phone call from my sister and his 
girl to call him, and I called him and couldn’t get any 
contact with him. That was tough, very tough for me 
because that was my younger brother, my mother’s 
son. It’s something parents shouldn’t have to go 
through, burying a kid. But the Lord has a plan, and 
I had great brothers as teammates. One thing about 
football, man, that really sticks out for me is that it’s 
your extended family at the time; it’s really your family, 
your brothers. The times I spent at the University of 
Miami, the times I spent in Baltimore and particularly 
going through that situation, I believe moments like 
that let you know what’s important. My teammates at 
the time, I remember a bunch of [them] were like, “Bro, 
you’ve got a brother in me. I know I can’t replace your 
brother, but you know I’m here for you. I’m here for you, 
bro.” Those are the times you miss when you retire 
away from this game and you’re not playing the game 
anymore, those times you spent with your brothers. 

When somebody passes away as my brother did, 
all I can think about is the good times: the smiles, the 
memories. Because ultimately, that’s all we take with us 
when we leave that game. As Deion [Sanders] said, “We 
take memories and money.” You don’t take that when 
you leave this earth. You’re leaving those memories 
with the people that you had, and quite frankly, you’re 
leaving the money too, because you ain’t taking none 
of that with you. So that’s just how it is. So the fact that 
my brothers on my team were really there for me at that 
time, and I remember we went and played in Kansas 
City that Sunday after that happened on that Saturday 
morning. We went into K.C. and we beat those guys 
really good. Just those times really stick out, man.

GC: Do you ever think about how winning the Super 
Bowl in New Orleans might’ve been the moment with 
which you should’ve ended your career?

ER: No, because I still had plenty of football in me. 
I love this game and I just wanted to play it as long 
as possible because when it’s over, it’s over. That 
definitely was the storybook ending to my chapters 
in Baltimore. Other people thought that. That’s me 
rationalizing it now later. I didn’t think I should’ve left, 
but the business was not in my favor at the time. So 
that’s just how things panned out. But still, that was 
the best. That was the best -- can’t change it, won’t 
change it. That was the best right there, man. •
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2002  NFL  DRAFT,   ROUND  1
 PICK PLAYER POSITION SCHOOL TEAM NFL GAMES 
      PLAYED

 1 DAVID CARR QB FRESNO STATE HOUSTON TEXANS 94

 2 JULIUS PEPPERS DE NORTH CAROLINA CAROLINA PANTHERS 266

 3 JOEY HARRINGTON QB OREGON DETROIT LIONS 81

 4 MIKE WILLIAMS T TEXAS BUFFALO BILLS 59

 5 QUENTIN JAMMER DB TEXAS SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 183

 6 RYAN SIMS DT NORTH CAROLINA KANSAS CITY CHIEFS 105

 7 BRYANT MCKINNIE T MIAMI (FLA.) MINNESOTA VIKINGS 179

 8 ROY WILLIAMS S OKLAHOMA DALLAS COWBOYS 114

 9 JOHN HENDERSON DT TENNESSEE JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS 146

 10 LEVI JONES T ARIZONA STATE CINCINNATI BENGALS 103

 11 DWIGHT FREENEY DE SYRACUSE INDIANAPOLIS COLTS 218

 12 WENDELL BRYANT DT WISCONSIN ARIZONA CARDINALS 29

 13 DONTE’ STALLWORTH WR TENNESSEE NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 115

 14 JEREMY SHOCKEY TE MIAMI (FLA.) NEW YORK GIANTS 136

 15 ALBERT HAYNESWORTH DT TENNESSEE TENNESSEE TITANS 123

 16 WILLIAM GREEN RB BOSTON COLLEGE CLEVELAND BROWNS 46

 17 PHILLIP BUCHANON CB MIAMI (FLA.) OAKLAND RAIDERS 122

 18 T.J. DUCKETT RB MICHIGAN STATE ATLANTA FALCONS 93

 19 ASHLEY LELIE WR HAWAII DENVER BRONCOS 107

 20 JAVON WALKER WR FLORIDA STATE GREEN BAY PACKERS 83

 21 DANIEL GRAHAM TE COLORADO NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 148

 22 BRYAN THOMAS DE ALABAMA-BIRMINGHAM NEW YORK JETS 157

 23 NAPOLEON HARRIS MLB NORTHWESTERN OAKLAND RAIDERS 100

 24 ED REED S MIAMI (FLA.) BALTIMORE RAVENS 174

 25 CHARLES GRANT DE GEORGIA NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 118

 26 LITO SHEPPARD CB FLORIDA PHILADELPHIA EAGLES 126

 27 MIKE RUMPH DB MIAMI (FLA.) SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS 43

 28 JERRAMY STEVENS TE WASHINGTON SEATTLE SEAHAWKS 121

 29 MARC COLOMBO T BOSTON COLLEGE CHICAGO BEARS 111

 30 KENDALL SIMMONS G AUBURN PITTSBURGH STEELERS 84

 31 ROBERT THOMAS OLB UCLA ST. LOUIS RAMS 84

 32 PATRICK RAMSEY QB TULANE WASHINGTON REDSKINS 37
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Former Baltimore Ravens safety Ed Reed will 
be inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame 
Aug. 3. Which moments stand out during his  
11-year Ravens career?

 

SEPT. 30, 2002: REED’S FIRST 
BIG GAME
The Ravens’ 34-23 victory against the Denver Bron-

cos is best remembered for Ray Lewis’ crushing block against 
the Broncos’ Keith Burns that triggered Chris McAlister’s 107-
yard touchdown scamper after a missed field goal, but the game 
also featured Reed’s first interception and blocked punt as a Ra-
ven. Reed blocked a punt by Denver’s Tom Rouen, which set the 
Ravens up deep in Broncos territory and led to a Jamal Lewis 
touchdown. In the fourth quarter, Reed, who had 21 intercep-
tions at Miami, picked off Broncos quarterback Brian Griese for 
the first of 64 regular-season interceptions in the NFL.

 NOV. 10, 2002: TO THE 20, 
TO THE 15, TO THE … OOPS
Reed had two interceptions during the Ravens’ 38-27 

win against the Cincinnati Bengals, and one of them proved to 
be a prescient peek at Reed’s breathtaking big-play ability and 
flirtations with peril. In the second quarter, Reed picked off Ben-
gals quarterback Jon Kitna and was well on his way to return-
ing it 54 yards for a touchdown, but he lifted the ball in celebra-
tion before he even got to the Bengals’ 10-yard line. Cincinnati 
receiver T.J. Houshmandzadeh stripped Reed, and the Bengals 
recovered it in the end zone. 

 OCT. 12, 2003: BLOCKED PUNT IN 
THE DESERT
The kickoff temperature when the Ravens played the 

Arizona Cardinals in Tempe, Ariz., was 96 degrees, and the an-
nounced attendance was 24,193. Those who did brave the heat 
saw the Ravens defeat the Cardinals, 26-18, without the bene-
fit of an offensive touchdown. One of the Ravens’ scores came 
courtesy of Reed, who blocked a punt by Arizona’s Scott Player, 
scooped up the ball and returned it 22 yards for a 16-7 Ravens 
lead. 

NOV. 23, 2003: SPARKING A 
COMEBACK
Ahead 41-24 with about seven minutes left in regula-

tion, the Seattle Seahawks appeared on the verge of a big road 
win in Baltimore. But Reed blocked a punt by Tom Rouen, the 
same punter who provided Reed’s first blocked punt as a pro. 
Reed returned the block for a touchdown, sparking a wild, 44-41, 
overtime win. 

OCT. 10, 2004: STRIP, SACK, 
TOUCHDOWN
Reed won Defensive Player of the Year in 2004, and 

one of the plays that encompassed his season came during a 
Sunday night game in Landover, Md., against the Washington 
Redskins. With the Ravens down, 10-0, in the third quarter, 
Reed beat running back Ladell Betts around the edge, stripped 
quarterback Mark Brunell, picked the ball up and ran 22 yards 
for a touchdown. The play triggered a 17-10 Ravens win. “Ladell 
Betts just underestimated Ed Reed’s desire to get to the quar-
terback,” then-ESPN color commentator Joe Theismann said. 
“When you can’t match desire against desire, disaster happens.”

NOV. 7, 2004: TAKE A KNEE? 
BETTER NOT
If Reed’s touchdown against the Redskins told the 

story of his 2004 season, then so did his 106-yard interception 
return for a touchdown against the Cleveland Browns. With the 
Ravens protecting a 20-13 lead and the Browns deep in Balti-
more territory, quarterback Jeff Garcia threw over the middle 
to tight end Aaron Shea, who was covered by linebacker Ray 
Lewis. The ball was tipped and caught by Reed 6 yards deep in 

the end zone. Instead of taking a knee to ice the win -- about a 
minute remained in the game -- Reed ran it out and scored to 
push the Ravens’ victory to 24-10.

NOV. 14, 2004: GET DOWN!
One week later, Reed nearly had another 100-plus-
yard return for a touchdown. The New York Jets 

were up, 14-0, in the second quarter when they tried to trick the 
Ravens with a halfback pass. LaMont Jordan pulled the trig-
ger, but the ball was intercepted by Reed in the end zone. He 
returned it 104 yards, but his score was wiped out by a holding 
penalty on safety Will Demps. Ravens head coach Brian Billick’s 
reaction was shown in a 2005 NFL Films feature on Reed. “Get 
down, get down, get down!” Billick said after the interception. 
“Oh, God dang it, Ed,” he said as Reed brought it out. And then, 
as Reed streaked toward the end zone, Billick exclaimed, “Go 
Ed, go Ed, go Ed!”

NOV. 5, 2006: MIAMI FLASHBACK
With the Ravens ahead, 7-0, against the Bengals, 
quarterback Carson Palmer looked for receiver Chad 

Johnson at about midfield. The ball sailed over Johnson’s head 
as Reed lurked nearby searching for a big hit. The pass was 
picked off by cornerback Samari Rolle, who returned it to the 
25-yard line. As he was about to be tackled, Reed took the ball 
from Rolle and scored a touchdown. It was reminiscent of a play 
Reed made during his senior year at Miami in 2001 when the 
Hurricanes were playing at Boston College. Reed pulled the ball 
away from defensive tackle Matt Walters after an interception 
and ran 80 yards for a touchdown.

JAN. 13, 2007: PICKING OFF AN 
ALL-TIME GREAT TWICE ...  
TO NO AVAIL

The Ravens’ 15-6 loss to the Indianapolis Colts in the divisional 
round of the 2006 playoffs is one of the most devastating losses 
in team history, but Reed showed off his greatness during that 
game against Colts quarterback Peyton Manning, who would 
win his first Super Bowl three weeks later. Reed picked off Man-
ning twice, part of a defensive effort that saw Baltimore’s top-
ranked defense hold Manning to 170 yards passing. 

NOV. 23, 2008: RECORD-SETTING 
RETURN
With the Ravens beating the Philadelphia Eagles, 

22-7, in the fourth quarter and quarterback Donovan McNabb 
benched, backup Kevin Kolb marched the Eagles down the 
field in hopes of cutting into the Ravens’ lead. But Kolb’s pass 
into the end zone for receiver Reggie Brown was picked off 
by Reed, who returned it 107 yards for a touchdown, evad-
ing Kolb, running back Brian Westbrook and tight end Brent 
Celek along the way. It remains the longest interception re-
turn ever.

 JAN. 4, 2009: FIRST PLAYOFF WIN
It wasn’t until his seventh season that Reed expe-
rienced his first playoff win with the Ravens, who 

beat the Miami Dolphins, 27-9, in the wild-card round dur-
ing the 2008 season. Reed picked off Dolphins quarterback 
Chad Pennington twice, including one he returned 64 yards 
for a touchdown. “It felt like the 200 in track,” Reed said after 
the game. “I don’t think I caught my breath until the third 
quarter.”

JAN. 10, 2010: PLAYOFF LATERAL
The Ravens earned a quick 21-0 lead against the New 
England Patriots in the wild-card round during the 

2009 season, then Reed made his mark. Patriots quarterback 
Tom Brady threw down the right sideline for receiver Sam Ai-
ken. The ball was tipped, Reed caught it at the Ravens’ 41-yard 
line and ran down the sideline toward the end zone. He was 
stopped at the Patriots’ 33-yard line, but not before he pitched 
the ball to safety Dawan Landry, who made it down to the 10. 
An NFL Network feature revealed head coach John Harbaugh’s 
take on the play. “Yeah! Score! Score, Eddie! Score, Eddie!” Har-
baugh said after the interception, and as Reed began to lateral, 
the coach said, “Put it away, Ed. No! Put it away!” After Landry 
was tackled, Harbaugh told a few people on the sideline, “You 
hear what I said? I said, ‘No, no, yes!’” 

JAN. 9, 2011: AN EMOTIONAL 
PLAYOFF WIN
Shortly before the Ravens’ wild-card playoff game 

against the Chiefs in Kansas City, Reed found out his brother, 
Brian, had passed away at the age of 29. Brian Reed jumped into 
the Mississippi River after an encounter with a sheriff’s deputy 
in Louisiana, and an autopsy later revealed the cause of death 
to be accidental drowning. Ed Reed played in the playoff game, 
a 30-7 Ravens victory. Reed laid a huge hit on Chiefs running 
back Dexter McCluster in the second quarter.

FEB. 3, 2013: SUPER BOWL 
INTERCEPTION
Super Bowl XLVII against the San Francisco 49ers 

-- in his hometown of New Orleans -- marked Reed’s final game 
as a Raven. With the Ravens holding a 14-3 lead in the second 
quarter, Reed recorded his ninth and final postseason inter-
ception -- this one against 49ers quarterback Colin Kaeper-
nick. The pick was part of an effort that led to a 21-6 halftime 
lead, but ...

FEB. 3, 2013: GOAL-LINE STAND
... winning the Super Bowl required a goal-line stand, 
which turned out to be the final act of Reed’s Ravens 

career. On fourth-and-goal from the Ravens’ 5-yard line, Kae-
pernick floated the potential go-ahead touchdown pass to re-
ceiver Michael Crabtree, who was covered by cornerback Jimmy 
Smith. Reed ran toward Crabtree after the snap and lifted his 
arms in celebration as the pass fell incomplete. Reed revealed 
on “Undeniable with Joe Buck” in 2018 that he was supposed to 
blitz on the play but suspected Kaepernick was going to target 
Crabtree. “When you’re reaching for a goal, when you’re reach-
ing for something and you’ve studied it and you’ve done your 
due diligence,” Reed said, “believe it. Believe it. Trust it.” •

[ by luke jackson  |  pressbox is available every month on the 15th  ]
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As Ed Reed 
prepares to 
take his 
place 
in the 
Pro Football 
Hall of Fame, 
teammates, coaches 
and friends reflect 
on the legacy of the 
legendary Ravens 
safety with their 
favorite memories and 
never-before-heard 
stories. 

THANK YOU RAY LEWISTHANK YOU RAY LEWISTHANK YOU RAY LEWIS
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TEAMMATES

Domonique Foxworth
As told to Glenn Clark

Domonique Foxworth was a cornerback for the 
Ravens from 2009-2011.

We were watching film together and talking about how 

Peyton Manning likes to repeat plays and if he were to repeat 

a play we would be sure to trap him into an interception. And 

we succeeded in doing so [against the Indianapolis Colts in 

November 2009]. I think they ran a deep comeback that they 

caught in front of me, and so we knew he was going to run it 

again. We kind of had a look. They did hurry up right to the line, 

and we could tell that meant they were going to rerun the play. 

We kind of exchanged a look, which meant I would sit on the 

comeback, and I did sit on the comeback. I think it was Reggie 

Wayne who threw his hand up to convert from a comeback to 

a go, and Ed ran over top and intercepted it. It just was really 

impressive. It just speaks to how smart he was, outsmarting 

Peyton Manning on that particular instance, and it was fun and 

impressive. I think about that play all the time.

Kelly Gregg
As told to Glenn Clark Radio

Kelly Gregg was a defensive tackle for the 
Ravens from 2002-2010.

He was obviously one of the best football players ever, but 
just a great guy. I remember him and Willis McGahee, they had 
this doctor. And those guys were playing at such a high level, I 
was like, “Come let me come with it.” I remember I was sitting 
in Ed’s living room getting IV’s and stuff thinking, “Hey, this is 
going to make me be a better player,” but it was nowhere close 
to what those guys were. One of those guys, too, you’d think 
they played football, big egos. Ed never had an ego, never will. 
He’s one of my all-time favorites, for sure.

One time we were playing the Jets and I’ll never forget, he got 
a pick in the end zone, and I sort of stopped. Hey, stay in there 
and take a touchback. Next thing you know, he starts coming 
out and I’m like, “Oh yeah, keep going!” He was always [making] 
big plays. I remember him one time getting an interception and 
fumbling, and next thing you know [head coach Brian Billick] 
gives him the big old sex toy in his locker ... and Ed just laughed 
it off. Ed was the best. Coach Billick had something, called him 
like “Dumb Richard of the Day” or something. But yeah, he had 
to have the big male appendage in his locker, always got a kick 
out of that. It was the only time that I’ve ever seen Billick bring it 
out. It looked like he got it at one of them adult fun stores. And 
Ed was a rookie; that was fantastic.
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Jarret Johnson
As told to Glenn Clark Radio

Jarret Johnson was a linebacker for the  
Ravens from 2003-2011.

He was such an interesting guy to play with because he 

was such a dynamic player and such a big name, but he was 

always one of the guys, he was always humble. ... One of my 
favorite plays that he did was a negative, but it kind of showed 
his mentality. We were playing in Miami -- we weren’t very 
good and Miami wasn’t very good, it went into overtime. We 
had like a max trot, three man rush. It was a form of cover two 
and I was like a low-middle player between the corner and 
the middle linebacker, and I was just kind of dropping into my 
space, playing my reads, and I got hit in the back and it kind of 
caught me off guard because I’m in coverage, why would I get 
hit in the back? I turned around and it was Ed, and he had seen 
something. He sees, and he jumped a route and he just knew 
where the ball was gonna go, and the ball didn’t go there and 
it went over our head for like a 70-yard touchdown and we lost 
in overtime. I was like, “What the heck are you doing?” and he 
was just like, “Oh, my bad, dog.”

It just didn’t faze him because he was gonna come back 
the next week and do that same exact thing and have a pick-
six or a highlight hit or whatever. I just always respected [the] 
confidence he had in his instincts. He never deviated. I know 
in a lot of ways he drove coaches crazy because he wasn’t 
always gonna do what you wanted him to do. Even though he 

was really, really good in coverage and understood coverage 

and where he needed to be, he would break coverage in two 

seconds to rely on his instinct and he had such range that he 

could do it, and he had like 65 career picks or something like 

that. Unbelievable! Just unbelievably high-impact player that 

could change the game at the drop of a hat. 

Dawan Landry
As told to Glenn Clark

Dawan Landry was a safety for the Ravens from 2006-2010.

I remember we were in training camp in Westminster one year. 

It’d have to be between 2009 and 2010, one of the early years 

when Coach Harbaugh first got there. I think we were working on 

situational drills. I think it was a situation where the offense had 

just gotten into field goal range, trying to clock the ball before the 

end of the game to kick a field goal. They were just trying to spike 

the ball. I remember Ed just going up behind one of the D-tackles 

because he knew Joe [Flacco] was going to spike the ball just to 

try to stop the clock. He tried to catch the ball when Joe spiked 

it. He almost caught it. ... I’ve never thought about trying to do 

anything like that, and he did it and almost caught the ball, so 
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that kind of fascinated me. He was competitive. He might’ve 

been messing around also and he had great hands, so he never 

surprised you. We never talked about [doing it in a game]. He just 

did in practice. Like, “Wow, he almost caught it,” but no, it never 

came up in a game situation.

I can remember early -- OTAs and things like that. Back then, the 

older guys didn’t show up to everything. But one of the first times 

Ed came in, we were doing a walkthrough. At the time, [with] Rex 

Ryan, if you’re not in the starting lineup you’d get off to the side 

so you could see everybody doing the walkthrough. I remember 

Ed calling me. “Come back behind me and you’ll watch behind 

me.” He’s like, “Man, you can’t learn from the sideline.” That stuck 

with me, just the kind of player he was and the person he was. He 

really cared and wanted the young guys to learn all that.

Ray Lewis
As told to Glenn Clark

Ray Lewis was a linebacker for the Ravens from 1996-2012. 
He was inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 2018.

Ed comes in in 2002. We go and do some very, very special 

things, but I ask him as a Hurricane and a new teammate, 

“Look, brother, how far do you want to go with this thing? How 

great are you trying to be? How do you want to do this?” And 

he was like, “Man, I’m in.” I’ll never forget ... I convinced him to 

go to Jamaica. Me, him, Rohan Marley and Monte Sanders, 

who was my trainer, we got on the plane. I’m telling you, we 

enjoyed each other every step of the way. The training that we 

did over there, I looked at this young man and said, “Wow.” 

Because the workouts we were doing were crazy. Like, you 

couldn’t even attempt working out that many days. If you’re 

sitting by the pool and somebody just throws down a deck 

of cards and start doing pushups and sit-ups, you can’t even 

argue it. You need to jump down and get it done. And we went 

over there and there was this instant bond that was created 

because of what we went through in that trip. Of course there’s 

billions of stories that I have with Ed, but one story that sticks 

with me is that story because of what happened over there. I’m 

telling you, he looked at me. He was like, “Lew, you serious?” 

I’m like, “Look, bro, I’m so serious about this.” And what’s crazy 

is what we put in, that work that we put in that year.

The next year, 2003, I go win Defensive Player of the Year. 

2004, he wins Defensive Player of the Year. Now, this is after 

we’re doing Jamaica and have the routine. Of course, we’re 

not quarterbacks and all this stuff, so they ain’t going to stop 

the game for you. But I want you to think about something. 

For the first time in the history of this game, Defensive Players 

of the Year on the same team back-to-back years. It’s never 

happened, and I’m sitting there saying, “That’s a product of 

your commitment, to saying, ‘Yes, I’m in.’” ... To this day, for me, 

that showed me what everybody else sees watching the game 

and watching him play. I knew where it came from because 
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know why we put weights on while running in the sand. Who 

puts on a 30-pound weight band and you’re already running in 

the sand? I’m telling you, that’s why I was so excited about not 

only having him in Baltimore, because it went further than the 

team -- it was just having him as a brother.

My heart is warm inside now because it’s just to complete 

what we completed, just to finish what we finished. 

Bryant McKinnie
As told to Glenn Clark

Bryant McKinnie was an offensive lineman at the University 
of Miami from 1999-2001 and for the Ravens from 2011-2013.

When we were in college, I didn’t want to go out one night with 

[Reed and other teammates]. I didn’t feel like it and I stayed in. 

They went out and they hung out, and they decided to go into 

the Hecht, which is an athletic building, and they stole one of 

the national championship trophies out of the Hecht. Then they 

decided to come to my house -- my roommate at the time was 

Jeremy Shockey. Shockey left a, I don’t know why, but a back 

window in the house open and it just so happened my wallet 

and keys were there. So they grab the key, open the door and 

they come in. They bring the trophy into the living room, and they 

go in the room and I guess they wake up Shockey. And then 

Shockey says, “Well, I bet you won’t go in there and wake up 

Bryant!” So they came and woke me up. I thought somebody 

broke into the house. I heard my door open up -- I’m not a heavy 

sleeper, but my room was pitch dark -- and I see the door open 

up and I see somebody coming in the room. And they ran, like to 

jump on me, but they didn’t know my eyes were open. Ed runs 

and tries to jump on me while I was laying down, and I kicked 

him and he fell. And I tried to grab something by my nightstand 

and hit him, and he said, “No, no, wait! It’s Ed!” I turned my light 

on and I was so pissed. I thought I was being attacked! ... I 

recognized the voices and the lights came on and I see it was 

them, and Ed is on the ground laughing. That moment -- when 

that happened -- that was a bonding period for us.

Another thing that’s funny that kind of happened -- going 

into our senior year as well -- we went out with some guys 

who were like a year older than us, two years older than us to 

a night club one time. One of the guys got into it with the boxer 

Shannon Briggs, and me and Ed Reed ended up helping. So 

the guy who got beat up, he went to the hospital, but we weren’t 

there when it happened. He was with us, but he walked off to 

another part or whatever. So I’m looking like, what’s going on? 

Because you see other guys, they’re looking for somebody, the 

body language -- I’m like, something happened. And they were 

like, “Just come on, just come on.” And you’ve got to remember, 

we were the young guys. Some of the guys, they had just left or 

had been in the league for a year already. We’re the young guys 

who are in school still, hanging out with them. We’re going out 

the back door. I’m like, “Why are we going out the back door?” 

And Ed is like, “Just come on, just come on.” So we go, and 

Ed’s standing out there with no shirt on like, “Come on.” I’m like, 

“What is going on?” And he’s like, “He beat up [our friend] and 

he sent him to the hospital.” I’m like, when did this happen? 

Didn’t even see the fight.

What was crazy was when we went out the back door the 

police were like, “Oh, you’re looking for the guy that beat up 

y’all friend?” He says that to us! And he’s like, “He went back 

there.” He opened the door. So we’re standing out there and 

I’m like, “Well, who is this guy?” He was a big guy and he had 

a smaller guy with him, so I’m like, “Well, what is going on? 

Oh, that’s him.” And everybody is just standing there, and he’s 

yelling and going off. And I’m like, “Well, OK!” So I approach 

[Briggs] and the smaller guy who was with him. I don’t know 

if he spars, too, but he was like doing little boxing moves. He 

stood in front of him and he started doing all that. So Ed gets 

behind him somehow, because I’m basically like a distraction 

now. I’m standing in front of them. They’re both focused on me. 

I was like, “Somebody get the little guy.” Ed comes in, hits the 

little guy and the guy flies out of the way. Me and Shannon are 

both looking at them. I turned back, I looked at Shannon and 

just rushed him and got him on the ground. We beat him up.

That goes back to when we were in the playoffs, [to] me 

saying, “Somebody get the little guy.” Ed comes up to me during 

the playoff run while we’re going to the Super Bowl; Ed comes 

up to me before the game talking about, “I’m gonna get the 

little guy, you get the big guy!” That was funny, because I don’t 

know what made him think of that. We were in the playoffs. I 

think we were playing the Indianapolis Colts because we were 

at home. But it was the playoffs and he was like, “All right, I’m 

going to get the little guys, you get the big guys!”

Derrick Mason
As told to Glenn Clark

Derrick Mason was a wide receiver for the 
Ravens from 2005-2010.

I’ve had the opportunity to play with some great players. Ray 

Lewis, Jonathan Ogden, Steve McNair, Eddie George, obviously 

Bruce Matthews, but Ed was different. I’ve always said Ed is 

the greatest player I think I’ve played with, and we’re talking 

about some Hall of Fame players that I’ve had the pleasure to 

play with, including two or potentially three [Ravens] with Terrell 

Suggs. But I just think Ed Reed ... was the best defensive 

player that I’ve seen, and I’ve been watching football for a very 

long time. I think he’s the best secondary player if you’re going 

to combine safety and corner. I think he’s the best secondary 

player I’ve ever seen play the game. His instinct to play the 

game was like no other. He could’ve played wide receiver I 

think if he wanted to. He was just that athletic.

Ed got fiery now, but for the most part he was just a laid-back 
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guy. ... I was kind of the opposite of Ed Reed. ... Everything to me 

was just chaos, but it was a controlled chaos. But I was fiery, and 

I remember playing Cleveland one day -- one Sunday -- and I was 

so upset. ... I wasn’t a part of the game at that point. And it was 

early in the game and I wanted to be a part of the game, and we 
were down. And I’m so upset and I’m getting ready to walk away 
and go in the locker room, and I’m thinking to myself, “How much 
longer do I want to do this?” And Ed, as I’m walking in the locker 
room -- and mind you, it’s still the second quarter, and I think we 
had maybe three minutes left -- so I’m thinking I’m going in the 
locker room early. Obviously they don’t need me. So I’m going 
to the locker room early to get myself prepared for the second 
half. I’m getting ready to go out because I’m upset. Ed comes 
and grabs me by my shoulder pads and says, “Listen, we need 
you. Chill out. We need you, man. I understand what’s going on, 
but we need you. Come back out here, get in the game, and let’s 
go.” And I was like, “All right.” Came back and things ended up 
working out for me in the second half. It was just that coolness of 
him, that level-headedness of him. He came and grabbed me and 
said, “Listen, we’re going to need you. Chill out. Things will be fine. 

Come back on the sideline. We’ll be fine.” And things were fine. 

So, those are the things that people didn’t see Ed do. 

Haruki Nakamura
As told to Glenn Clark

Haruki Nakamura was a safety for the 
Ravens from 2008-2012.

I used to always see him in meetings and he’d be sitting right 

next to [defensive coaches] Chuck Pagano or Teryl Austin or Mark 

Carrier. He’d be completely passed out, asleep, and I’d look at 

him and go, “Oh my gosh, this guy? He’s the best safety in the 

NFL and potentially ever to play the position?” You’re wondering 

to yourself, “How does he [do it]?” Because at a young age, 

you’re thinking a lot of your film-watching is in the meetings. ... 

And the coaches would wake him up, like, “Hey, Ed, check this 

out.” All of a sudden, Ed would open one eye and be able to look 

at the screen and he would dissect everything that was going to 

happen and all of us would just sit there and listen to him. And 

all of a sudden he’d go back and close his eyes and they would 

press play. Everything he said word for word would come across 

the screen, and we’d be like, “Oh my gosh.” But the thing is the 

reason he would be sleeping in meetings is because he was a 

night owl. He would spend all night watching film. He perfected 

his craft. His craft was so important to him. Just him as a person, 

he took so much pride in his preparation. There was the common 

line of, “He guesses, he takes chances,” but every single play he’s 

ever made was so calculated and on point. He knew exactly what 

he was doing at all times, and so it was kind of frustrating to hear 

this is a guy who guesses and takes chances a lot. They really 

weren’t chances. This man knew the offensive coordinator to a T, 

but he could probably tell you what coaching tree line he came 

from -- and the same thing for Ray [Lewis] as well. Those guys, 

they were football historians. They weren’t just football players. 

They could go in depth with a coordinator and say, “Oh yeah, he 

came from this coaching tree, and this is what they’ve done for 

this many years.” He used to be so amazing to hear; obviously, 

just a special, talented human being.

Haloti Ngata
As told to Glenn Clark Radio

Haloti Ngata was a defensive tackle for the 
Ravens from 2006-2014.

Everyone knows he’s an amazing player. I just feel so blessed 

to be able to play with someone with such great instincts, 
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willing to gamble but also make the right bets. And he’s an 

awesome person -- a person that you always want to hang 

out with, that’s just real chill, real relaxed, never going to get 

too crazy. I love Ed Reed. Ed Reed’s one of my favorite guys 

that I played with. First of all, I always feel safe having Ed Reed 

back there knowing that if we get passed on, Ed Reed’s going 

to be somewhere around the ball, tipping it, breaking it up, 

intercepting it, so you always felt safe. 

One of my favorite memories of Ed Reed was there was 

a ball that got hit out. It was a fumble. I’m about to jump on 

the ball and Ed Reed just out of nowhere doesn’t even miss 

a stride -- just watch it on film -- just full-on sprint, sprinting 

to the ball, picks it up without slowing down, full sprint and 

just takes off and scores a touchdown. First of all, it just was 

a blur because it came right in front of my face, but just the 

most athletic thing I’ve ever seen on film because even though 

it’s just picking up the ball and running, but at the same time, 

it’s hard to really bend down and pick up a ball and not lose 

stride and then keep on going. It was just pretty cool. He had 

all his interceptions and everything, but it was just cool to see 

someone like that pick up a ball full speed and not slow down 

and then continue on and score a touchdown. It’s just one of 

the most amazing things I’ve seen. It doesn’t probably sound 

that hard, but it is. When you’re full sprint, it is. He didn’t slow 

down at all. That’s what was just crazy. 

Jonathan Ogden
As told to Glenn Clark

Jonathan Ogden was an offensive lineman for the 
Ravens from 1996-2007. He was inducted into the 

Pro Football Hall of Fame in 2013.

I remember we were playing Miami one time, and I 

remember we were watching the film. I didn’t notice it during 

the game, but they showed the interception that he made 

once. And literally he was supposed to be on the other side 

of the field, but because he’d done so much film study and he 

knew the quarterback so well from the formation, he hid his 

assignment, jumped about 30 yards across the field, made 

a pick. And I was like, “You only do that with excellent film 

study.” You can’t do that if you’re not so sure of what you’re 

doing that you just are the most prepared player out there. 

Right there, I was just like, “That dude is it.” 

I don’t know if I have a favorite Ed Reed story because I 

always left Ed alone. Not because I didn’t like him, obviously, 

because I love Ed. He’s a great dude, and we have a lot of fun. 

But I always knew that on the field he was in his own world. 

He was doing what he needed to do to get done and ready to 

play. He was controlling the back end, he was taking care of the 

corners, the other safeties, coordinating with Ray [Lewis] and 

getting what he needed to get done. I just always knew that 

when he was back there that things were going to be OK on 

that back end. So most of my memories really are more from 

just hanging out with Ed, just kind of talking in the locker room, 

just talking about what we needed to do to be better as a team 

and of course out here talking about our golf games.  

It’s just good to see him end up where he deserves to be 

obviously. The greatest safety to ever play the game, if you ask 

me, as far as just the totality of the way he patrolled the back 

end, intercepting the ball and the way he could tackle.  There’s 

nothing else really to be said.

Bernard Pollard
As told to Glenn Clark

Bernard Pollard was a safety for the Ravens from 2011-2012.

We would always on the plane record each other’s sleep. 
He had an ugly face when he was asleep. But I think one of 
the good stories, we had just gotten to New Orleans [for the 
Super Bowl]. Me, him and Anquan [Boldin], we went over and 
did some extra work over [at Tulane University]. And so we did 
some contrasts, we did some extra workouts in the weight room. 
And we had caught, I think it was an Uber or a ride. We were 
going back to our hotel. And a guy pulled up next to us. Ed had 
rolled down the window; we were trying to go somewhere else, 
we were trying to stop somewhere to do something. Ed asked 
him for directions or Ed asked him about it, and the guy started 
talking. And then he goes, “Boy! That’s Ed Reed!” And so we all 
just start dying in the car. And still, to this day, any time him and I 
talk, I’ll text him that, or we’re on social media or whatever, I’ll put 
that on there because it’s something we still laugh about. I tell so 
many people just how special that moment was, just because 
we were able to win it in his hometown -- it was awesome. And 
then to be able to have stories as well.

He actually taught me. If we made a good play and we come 
back to the sideline and whatever, the offense is on the field 
doing their thing, I would be like, “Yo, man! Let’s go, man!” Just 
be on the sideline just kind of tensed up. And he’s like, “Yo, 
man, calm down, let them do their thing! If they don’t, we go 
back out there and we do our thing.” That actually helped me 
as a player because I’m looking like, bump it. Whatever the 
offense do or don’t do, that’s cool. We’re going to go out there 
and make our plays. I think that spoke volumes. I’m a stickler 
to what our defensive coordinator would say. I would veer off 
every now and again, but Ed was like, “Yo, I’m rolling, Bernard. 
Cover me.” And I’m like, “OK?” It’s just one of those things 
where it’s like, “Bernard. We’re interchangeable.” And that’s one 
thing that I teach my DBs now as I train my guys. I’m like, “You’re 
interchangeable. If something happens to a cornerback, if a 
safety has to go play corner? Cool. If a corner’s gotta go play 
safety? Cool. You’re interchangeable.” That was truly, I think, 
a testament to his calmness. If anything happens -- football, 
anyone can go down. And the same thing happened in the 
game, and he helped me. That’s who he is.
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Matt Stover
As told to Glenn Clark

Matt Stover was the Ravens’ kicker from 1996-2008.

He’s the slowest walker [while] being the fastest player on the 
field. You can be behind him in the hallway and he’s just kind of 
walking, just kind of moseying on down the hallway, and here I 
am looking at him like, “Dude, get your move on, man, come on, 
let’s go.” But then you get into the game on the field. It’s, “Oh, 
dear goodness, he’s fast.”

I always had punters who would come up to me when Ed 
Reed was doubtful [as to] whether he was going to play or not. 
They always came up to me. “Hey, 20 suiting up today?” And 
I’d say, “Yep,” and you’d always see them go, “Damn, OK.” The 
punters would ask about No. 20.

I was on the Colts my last year, and Peyton Manning put the 
best defensive back with a No. 20 on his chest for scout team 
just to make sure. He told them to play as close to Ed Reed 
as they could, and then Ed would still pick him off. I was like, 
“Crazy.” So total respect from the best of the best, and that’s 
why he’s in the Hall of Fame, because everybody had to watch 
out for him. It was like, “Holy cow, where did he come from?” 

He is the best backup kicker we had. He could kick. No joke. 
Flat out kick a ball, 40-plus, easy. He’s a heck of an athlete. 
It’s one thing to be able to run fast, but the coordination, the 
refined coordination that it takes to be a kicker because of all 
the hours and hours I spent doing it, right? It’s just awesome. 
He was a phenomenal kicker. He couldn’t have done it in the 
NFL, but yeah, he was good.

Lardarius Webb
As told to Glenn Clark

Lardarius Webb was a cornerback for the 
Ravens from 2009-2017.

Ed used to always bark on doing the little things, doing 
the little things right. And it was something that he lived by. 
He always did the small things right, something about why 
he’s great and why he’s a great guy. But everybody used to 
keep on leaving their towels and their rags in the shower. He 
basically just stood up one day and he went off on everybody. 
The quote that everybody remembers is, “You’ve gotta pick 
up your towels! You can’t have the firemen in there picking 
up your towels! You can’t be having someone pick up your 
mess. You need to pick up all your stuff. You’ve gotta respect 
the firemen! Respect the firemen!” And that’s what he kept on 
doing. That was kind of hilarious to hear about it -- it wasn’t 
hilarious at the time, but when he was in and he was really 
passionate about it, he just kept on, “Hey man, you’ve got to 
respect the firemen! You’ve got to do the little things. Respect 
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the firemen!” Because we had firemen who volunteered 
there, and those were the guys who folded up our towels. 
Those were the guys who put our clothes in the baskets and 
stuff. They were actual, real firemen. The coach brought ’em 
in and that’s who volunteered to help us -- help keep the 
locker room clean, pass out equipment and things like that.

I was always just nervous about being around Ed because 
he was my favorite player growing up. It took me a little while 
to kind of just get used to being around him. Even though he 
was cool, laid back -- he wasn’t going to do too much joking 
on me, he was just going to be Ed -- I was still always a little 
nervous when I was around him until I grew up a little bit. 

I always paid attention. I don’t care who he was talking to, I 
always felt like he was talking to me. That was just the type of 
guy he was, and I tried to model myself like that, with just being 
a model citizen, being a good teammate, just being a good 
role model, basically, for people to look up to and kind of help 
them want to be great someday. That’s how he did it. Kind of 
sat me down and showed me how to study film, how important 
studying film was. He went out and showed it on Sundays, how 
studying film is going to help you play on this field. 

Tom Zbikowski
As told to Glenn Clark

Tom Zbikowski was a safety for the Ravens from 2008-2012.

Ever since I saw the play against Boston College in college, 

he was a mythological creature at that point. He was something 

different. I knew I wanted to play like him, and I knew I was going 
to keep an eye on him. ... It was just crazy to see him and have 
him teach you how to play ball, how to play football. For me, it was 
seeing him do backpedal drills the first time because I thought he 
was like the worst athlete I had ever seen. You know how pigeon-
toed he is, so I saw him backpedaling and I’m like, “This dude 
can’t be serious. He’s messing around right now.” And that’s how 
it was. Especially coming from the wrestling and boxing world, 
you can’t be underestimating anyone [based] on how they look.

When we finally got to game-planning and scheming ... the rest 
of the guys -- the first-year guys, your other guys, your guys that 
aren’t your Ed Reeds -- are just taking notes on this information 
for the first time, and this dude pretty much has their tendencies 
down better than coaches. He knows when they’re going to do 
screen plays, he knows when they’re going to be doing this play. 

It was lead by example, and if he needed to say something 
to straighten someone out, he would always be able to if he 
needed to. But you could see how much passion he had for 
football. He put his heart and soul into the game. There’s no way 
you can be a teammate, think of yourself any bit of a man or a 
teammate, and not at least put that much effort [in]. No matter 

what your skill level is or your talent level, you can always still put 

that much into whatever games you’re playing or however you 

can help this man achieve whatever it is he wants to achieve. 
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Brian Bil l ick
As told to Glenn Clark Radio

Brian Billick was the head coach  
of the Ravens from 1999-2007.

Everybody has their routine, but you never worried 

about Ed and his preparation regardless of whatever his 

demeanor was or when he came into the building. I feel like 

Ray Lewis, even though Ray didn’t always work out in the 

facility, I never worried about Ray Lewis working out. You 

knew he was going to be a demon about that. So you have 

to adjust to that, but Ed was very much one of including 

the players and particularly young players. Young players 

will come in and look at film and they have no idea what 

they’re looking at. They’re just looking at film, and they’re 

really wasting a lot of time because you’ve got to have a 

really detailed, focused eye as to, OK, what am I getting out 

of looking at this film? Ed was very much one to get other 

players and rookies to say, “Well, let’s look together. Let me 

show you what it is you need to be seeing that’s going to 

give you that tell or that tip to do your job.”

You do a lot of different things, some of them not the 

smartest or classiest in the world. Ed was very rare to 

make a mistake, but when he did, we had to memorialize it 

so to speak and started a little mini-award. I won’t go into 

it further than that, other than just to say that, yeah, it was 

such a special and rare occasion when Ed would make a 

mistake. I don’t want to say he guessed, because he was 

too well prepared to guess, but there were times when Ed 

took chances, and the players had to adapt to Ed. Ed was 

maybe supposed to be in the middle of the field, but he 

decided he was going to come down into the box. Well, 

whoever’s playing with him is going, “Oh, OK. Well, if I was 

supposed to be doing that and Ed’s doing this, so I’ll go 

back to the middle of the field.” Kind of like [Troy] Polamalu 

in Pittsburgh, you had to have a lot of good teammates to 

cover you when you started to do these unique things. And, 

nine times out of 10, Ed was in the right place at the right 

time. 

Steve Bisciotti
Courtesy of the Baltimore Ravens

Steve Bisciotti has been the majority owner  
of the Ravens since 2004.

Two tickets to paradise. That pops into my head when I 
think of Ed. Winning the Super Bowl was as important to 
him as any player we’ve had. That we could do it in New 
Orleans, his hometown, is amazing. He was so happy. We 
can all see him smiling, putting his son up on his shoulders, 
shouting out “Baltimore.” He was able to share that with his 
family and friends going back to grade-school days. What I 
also think about is that the quarterback many believe is the 
best of all time would write number 20 on his wristband to 
remind him to know where Ed Reed was every play. Could 
there be a better compliment than that when you talk about 
Ed’s prowess on the field?

John Harbaugh
As told to Bo Smolka

John Harbaugh has been the head coach  
of the Ravens since 2008.

Early on in 2009, he was playing a certain coverage a 

certain way, and it was really risky the way he was playing 

it. We went to San Diego, and he guessed wrong twice 

against Philip Rivers. Philip got him twice. So Ed and I had 

a talk about it, because I’m a secondary guy. I said, “We’re 

not playing it that way anymore. It’s too risky. Can’t afford 

to get beat like that. I need you to play it this other way.” 

And you know what? He agreed. He was like, “OK, Coach, 

we’ll do it that way.”

Now we are playing Cincinnati later in the season, and he 

sees a formation and he goes from his backside quarter 

and he runs down and picks off the ball 3 yards across the 

line of scrimmage on a little pick-under route. He takes it 

to the house [for a 52-yard touchdown return].

He comes off the field, and he’s got a big smile on his face. 
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I’m like, “You son of a gun! Did you at least tell [Lardarius 

Webb] he was on his own? Webby was the corner on that 

other side.” He goes, “No! I knew where they were throwing 

the ball. They weren’t throwing to Webby’s guy!”

I’m like, “You know what? That’s Ed Reed right there.”

He’s cool, and he’ll listen, but you gotta give him a chance 

to play a little bit.

Greg Mattison
As told to Glenn Clark

Greg Mattison was the Ravens’ defensive coordinator  
from 2009-2010.

I always appreciated Ed because we would walk off 

the field at times together and he’d always want to talk 

coaching philosophy and coaching things. I always said to 

myself, “Ed’s going to be a coach some day. This guy is like 

a coach right now and he’s always trying to better himself 

mentally that way.” We were in a meeting one time, a whole 

defensive meeting. I was up going over the film, and I 

don’t know if it was the last game or if it was a practice or 

whatever. I made a strong point to the defense, especially 

to the defensive backs, that we have to be very careful that 

we don’t get too careless and get out of our depth and 

where we’re supposed to be in our drops. I said, “The one 

thing we can’t afford to do is give up big plays in the back 

end.” And I said, “Let’s make sure if you’re at three deep, 

then let’s be three deep. If you’re two deep, then let’s get 

two high,” and that kind of thing. 

So we got done with the meeting and I’m walking out, and 

all of a sudden Ed yells to me. He goes, “Coach, you got a 

second?” And I went, “Yeah, for sure.” And I’m thinking, “Oh 

God, uh oh. What now? What’s this going to be?” And so I’m 

walking down the hall in the facility and Ed comes up to me 

and he goes ... “So, Coach, what you’re telling me in what 

you were saying right there is you don’t want me to get any 

interceptions, right?” I went, “What are you talking about?” 

Ed did a phenomenal job of if it was two deep that he was 

playing, he would start out at the snap of the football and 

run almost like he was rolling to the other third, and then 

he would plant and run right back. Like a week later after 

this conversation, he did that same thing and intercepted 

-- I can’t remember who the quarterback was -- but the 

quarterback came out and said, “Ed Reed did it again to 

me. He did it again. He sucked me right in to believing he 

was doing this and baited me and I threw it right to him.” So 

he says to me walking down the hall, “So you don’t want me 

to get any interceptions, is that what you’re saying?” I said, 

“Stop it, Ed!” And he started laughing, and he goes, “Well, 

Coach, I had to bust you about that because you know 
exactly what I do.” And I said, “I know you do.”

Ozzie Newsome
Courtesy of the Baltimore Ravens

Ozzie Newsome was the Ravens’ general manager 
from 1996-2018 and drafted Ed Reed in 2002.

Going back to the draft, we liked Ed a lot and he had a 

first-round grade. But we did try to trade up and get another 

player who ended up getting selected ahead of our spot. 

What’s that old saying, “Sometimes the best trades you 

ever make are the ones you didn’t?” ... What impressed 

us is that he was a playmaker in college on a great team 

filled with big-time playmakers. And he was the captain 

of that national championship team. That’s impressive. 

We expected that Ed would be a really good player and 

play a long time. What we got was even better. He became 

so good that I would watch our games and think, “It’s Ed 

Reed time.” Sure enough, many times he would make the 

play that made the difference in the game. ... Baseball 

has closers, the guys who come in and complete the win. 

With Ed, we had as close to a closer as you could have 

in football. He ended games. It’s remarkable how many 

passes he knocked down or he intercepted, or he made 

the tackle that gave us the win.

sa
b

in
a

 m
o

r
a

n
/pr

e
ssb

o
x



28  |  JUNE/JULY 2019  |    |  PRESSBOXSPORTS  |  @PRESSBOXONLINE

Mike Nolan
As told to Glenn Clark

Mike Nolan was the Ravens’ defensive coordinator 
from 2002-2004.

In the draft meetings, there were three safeties that we 
talked extensively about that we would possibly take with 
the first pick if they were there. One of them was the kid from 
Oklahoma, that big safety that went to the Dallas Cowboys, 
Roy Williams. Now, Roy was going to go very high to begin 
with, so we didn’t think he’d make it to us. Nonetheless, we 
compared Roy to Ed to [Washington State safety Lamont 

Thompson]. We compared all three. I remember it was a 
big meeting because I think it was on Ozzie’s mind pretty 
heavy about who he was going to take. ... He was the last 
guy to speak, but Ozzie said, “This is the order we’re going 
to take them.” And I remember he put Ed up there first and 
a lot of people thought, “Ah, no, it’s got to be Roy. It’s got 
to be the other guy.” And he says, “Nope, this is the guy.” 

He was so instinctive. He was so one-step-ahead all the 

time that he was just calm and relaxed. It was almost like 

somebody who knows what’s going to happen, so they 

don’t have a worry as opposed to someone who’s got it 

all figured out. He was just like, “Hey, I’ve been here before, 

just no big deal, I’m going to pull this off, no question.” 

He was willing to do whatever you asked him to do. It 

was just a matter of you had to tell it and otherwise he was 

going to go with his instincts, which, a lot of times you’d 

rather have him do that. He and Ray [Lewis] both were the 

same way. You don’t really overcoach those guys. If they’re 

on, they’re on, and you just kind of leave them alone.

Chuck Pagano
As told to Glenn Clark

Chuck Pagano was the Ravens’ defensive backs coach from 
2008-2010 and defensive coordinator in 2011. Pagano was 

also the University of Miami’s defensive backs coach during 
Reed’s first three years.

Back at Miami, when he came in and Reggie [Wayne] came 

in, we started to rebuild that program -- because we got 

there in ’95 and they put us on probation, if you remember. 

So three years of probation, we lost 31 scholarships over 

three years. We did well ’95 to ’96 because we still had 

enough players left, but we hit rock bottom in ’97. I think we 

went 5-6 and we started getting all those players to come. 

They recruited each other and said, “Hey, we’re going to 

change this thing. We’re going to get this thing back the 

way it used to be and change the culture.” 

But I remember one of the games against Penn State, 

we were starting to climb back and get that thing turned 

around. We’re playing them at home [in 1999] and we’ve 

got the lead and we’ve got the ball down in their territory, 

on their side of the 50, I believe. Kind of outside of field 

goal range and we’ve got a fourth-and-1, and we go for it. 

I can’t remember whether it was Najeh [Davenport], who 

the runner was. But we thought he got it, [but] they didn’t 

give him the first down. So they get the ball back. And they 

end up beating us -- they throw a bomb to [Chafie] Fields. 

He was No. 2. Eddie was the post safety and Mike Rumph 

was the corner. Mike was playing that game with a cast 

on his hand -- he had broken a hand, so he had basically 

one hand that was a club, and so they went up top on him 

once they got the ball back. Ed was in the post and they 
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end up beating Mike, got it over the top, he tried to make 

a play on the ball and the kid caught it and ran it in for a 

touchdown. But Ed was in the post, and the lesson that Ed 

learned after that game was he broke on the ball, but it’s 

like he broke not like the typical Ed Reed with the range 

and all the ground that he could cover. He thought Mike 

was going to make the play. And then he goes, “Holy shit, 

the kid caught the damn thing.” He changed gears and he 

couldn’t catch up. It wasn’t a loaf, but after the game he 

publicly -- to the media, the team, this, that and the other 

-- he said, “I didn’t break full speed. I thought Mike was 

going to make that play, and had I broken on that play and 

gone full speed the whole way, I would’ve gotten him on the 

ground before he scored. We would’ve lived to play another 

down. I swear to you, I promise to our players and myself, I 

will never, ever do that again.” 
That’s one of the lessons that he learned early in his young 

career, which led to [64] interceptions, which led to every 
team that ever had to play that guy -- all the quarterbacks, 
all the teams that I was on: “Do not throw it anywhere near 
No. 20. Make sure you know exactly where the kid is. Make 
sure you know where 20 is and do not throw it up for grabs, 
because he’s going to go get it.” And after that game he 

said, “I promise myself and I promise this team that I will 

never, ever not take a play off but not break full speed and 

think that, ‘Hey, this guy’s going to make that play.’”

Dean Pees
As told to Glenn Clark

Dean Pees was the Ravens’ defensive coordinator from 
2012-2017 and the New England Patriots’ defensive 

coordinator from 2006-2009.

One of the things that I enjoyed the most was our 

Wednesday morning meetings. I would meet with four or 

five of those guys in my office, talk to them about the game 

plan coming up. I can vividly remember in the 2012 season 

when we went to play Denver out there in Denver, I kind 

of went through the game plan with them. I could usually 

read Ed’s body language pretty good and how he’d look at 

me. We had really a great rapport. I could tell something 

was up, and I said, “OK, what don’t you like about this?” He 

just kind of looked at me and said, “Coach, we’ll disguise 

and we can play these coverages and everything that you 

want to play, just try to disguise it and we can take care of 

it and you don’t have to do all this other stuff.” And, hey, I 

will at least give myself enough credit as a coach to listen 

to great players that know what they’re talking about. So I 

said, “Hey, that’s what we’ll do.” And obviously that’s what 

we did, and you know the results. I know everybody looks 

at that game and looks back and kind of thinks of the long 

pass that Joe [Flacco] threw to [Jacoby Jones], and that 

was the game. But we actually held them to 21 points. Two 

of their touchdowns came on special teams. We actually 

held them very well on defense. That was really one of our 

best defensive games of the year against Peyton [Manning]. 

People kind of don’t see that because you see the score 

-- 30-some points -- but two of them were special teams 

scores. We really, really played well on defense, and we 

did not do a lot. We probably did less than maybe I’ve ever 

done on defense -- just played basic defense. That’s what 

Ray [Lewis] and Ed sat there and talked to me about. 

[With the Patriots], I can remember the very first scouting 

report. Bill [Belichick] stands up there and says, “OK, these 

three guys. You better block No. 52, and you better know 

where 20 is at all times, and you don’t want to let [Terrell] 

Suggs ruin the game.” I can remember that quote. That was 

what he told the offense: Block 52, know where 20 is at all 

times and don’t let 55 ruin the game. I used to tell that to 

those guys after I went to Baltimore. “Here’s what they’re 

saying about you over there.” And that was really the truth. 

If you block 52 and know where 20 is and don’t let 55 ruin 

the game on pass rush, you’ve got a chance. 
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Rex Ryan
As told to Glenn Clark

Rex Ryan was the Ravens’ defensive coordinator from 
2005-2008 and the head coach of the New York Jets 

when Ed Reed played there in 2013. Reed was also an 
assistant defensive backs coach for the 

Buffalo Bills under Ryan in 2016.

We had some good times. He was so smart. I do remember 

one time Ray [Lewis] and Ed wanted to call the game, so we 

were in a preseason game. I go, “Guys, it’s not as easy as you 

think.” But we’re in a preseason game and they come out and 

they’re in a no-huddle to start a preseason game. Man, they’re 

panicking. They don’t have any idea of what to call or anything 

else, and I left ’em out there. I never said anything. Finally they 

come to the sideline. I say, “OK, do you want me to call it?” 

“Yeah, yeah, Coach, we want you to call it.” That was kind of 

their baptism on that one. Either way, it was pretty funny. And 

we used to go at it. Sometimes they had some great ideas. I 

used to lean on those players and guys like Ed and Ray. I’d say, 

“All right, what are you thinking, what are you seeing?” And they 

were smart. They’d give you great feedback. I’ll never forget, we 

were playing the Rams one game and I call an all-out blitz. 

They’re like, “No, no, no.” They call timeout. I go, “What?” They 

know I’m hot. I’m like, “We’re going to close this game out right 

here, right now. We’re going to win this thing.” So sure enough, 

they [say], “All right, Coach, we’ll go with the call.” Ray ends up 

hitting the quarterback, the ball goes sailing into the air and Ed 

intercepts the ball. I’m like, “Oh, there you go, guys.” So either 

way, they were just phenomenal players, and he was a guy that 

you could really lean on because he had a great perspective 

of the game. He was smart. And it was kind of a pied piper 

also, meaning that those players followed Ed Reed. That’s what 

I remember. I was fortunate to coach two once-in-a-lifetime 

players on the same defense.

As a coach, it was funny because he was just coming into it so 

he was just getting his first experience ever coaching but I thought 

he did a good job for us. Unfortunately, I had him targeting one 

guy: Aaron Williams. He was going to make Aaron Williams a great 

player. I think we were top five in defense that year at one time and 

then that kid got hurt. Then it’s like, “Aw, shoot.” Really hurt us and 

we never really had an NFL safety back there. We had a converted 

corner, we converted another corner and all that, but Aaron was 

our only guy that was a true safety and we ended up losing him, 

but Ed did a great job with him.

Dennis Thurman
As told to Glenn Clark

Dennis Thurman was a defensive assistant (2002-2003)  
and defensive backs coach (2004-2007) for the Ravens.

It was early on in his second year when he and Will Demps, 

who were the safeties starting in Baltimore in 2002, I guess 

one of the interesting things is they used to play paper-rock-

scissors out on the field to see who was going to play strong 
safety and who was going to play free safety because our 
safety positions were interchangeable. You had to know both 
positions ... and they would literally be on the field doing 
paper-rock-scissors to see who was going to line up where on 
a particular call. I had never seen that done before, but it was 
something that they started and they enjoyed it and they got 
used to it and it was their own little thing.

The funny thing about it is that ... you didn’t know who won 
or who lost because both safeties had to know both positions. 
It was a unique thing they crafted and they brought to the team 
and to the secondary. I just thought it was different. We didn’t 
frown on it. It was just like their own thing. They were making 
plays and they weren’t making mistakes. If it wasn’t broke, 
don’t fix it.

When you’re up in the press box, you’re looking at everything 
and you can start to see things before they happen, player 
movement and whatnot. You were listening to the call because 
you knew what the call was when Mike Nolan would make 
the call, and then you would watch the two of them out there 
playing paper-rock-scissors. And you would soon be like, 
“What are they doing?” After a while, it was their deal. We never 
said anything about it. Nobody ever brought it [up]. ... We’re 

going to see who lines up where and whoever loses, whoever 

wins, they get to line up where they want to and the other guy 

gets to line up opposite. It was their deal.
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Scott Garceau
As told to Stan Charles

Scott Garceau was a longtime sports anchor at WMAR-TV 
and now hosts The Scott Garceau Show on  

105.7 The Fan. Garceau presented Ed Reed to the  
Pro Football Hall of Fame selection committee after  

doing the same for Ray Lewis in 2018.

The guys that I knew, a couple weeks leading up to the vote 

said, “Oh, are you just going to stand up there and say, ‘Ed Reed, 

he’s in, he’s in?’” No, no. They give us five minutes and a lot of the 

presentations will run six, so you’ve got about a minute to play 

with, and I probably did about two minutes. You don’t know the 

batting order, who’s going to present. What you do is present by 

position, and then it’s alphabetical within the position. So about 10 

days before the meeting, I get the mailer that has the batting order, 

and guess what? Defensive backs are the last thing, and Ed Reed 

is the last of the defensive backs. So I’m thinking, “There’s going 

to be 18 presentations, and I’m No. 18.” So at that point I said, “You 

know what? Boil it down. Get it down to two strong minutes and 

don’t waste their time. ... But when we got down there, I stood up 

and said, “First of all, I’d like to thank everybody for awarding me 

the Mariano Rivera award this year, because I am the closer.” And 

I did about two minutes with Ed. You hope he’s in. Everybody said 

he’s in, he’s in, and turned out that he was. He got the knock on 

the door that afternoon.

John Turney is a historian ... and I talked to him. I’ll usually check 

in with him on a candidate if I’ve got some questions, and he had 

written a story about Ed. He broke it down to the interception 

rate: the interception rate in today’s game -- passes attempted 

versus passes intercepted -- versus back in the ’60s and ’70s 

when Paul Krause, the all-time interception leader, played. And the 

numbers were something like if Paul Krause was playing today, 

instead of [81] interceptions he would have 53, and if Ed Reed 

was playing in Paul Krause’s era, instead of the 64 interceptions 

that Ed had, he’d have 104. I was kind of flabbergasted. There 

were two numbers I came across. That was one of them, and I 

included that in my presentation. The other one: Ed Reed is tied 

for the all-time record with nine postseason interceptions. So now 

you’re playing against the best teams in the biggest games, and 

Ed Reed stood out again: nine career postseason interceptions. 

So I looked. Ed’s seventh all-time on the interception list, right? I 

looked at those six above him. Those six above him combined 

had eight interceptions in 44 more [postseason] games than Ed 

Reed played. So take the six in front of Ed Reed, add up all their 

postseason interceptions, it comes to eight. Ed Reed had nine in 

[54] fewer games. So it speaks to the greatness of Ed Reed. Big 

game, big plays, that was him.

Monte Sanders
As told to Glenn Clark

The CEO and founder of M.B.S. Fitness Lab,  
Monte Sanders trained Ed Reed and Ray Lewis.

I guess I’ll start with the very first time I met Ed. We were at Ray’s 

house and he came in. Of course, Ray was excited that they had 

drafted a Hurricane and was excited about him having almost 

like a new Rod Woodson playing behind him. And Ed walked in. 

Here comes this guy, he’s got his dreadlocks and he’s from the 

University of Miami. The first thing out of his mouth was, “I want to 

learn everything.” We kind of all looked at each other and he was 

like, “I want to be sponge. I want to know every single thing that 

you do, what you eat, how you prepare.” Ed has a teachable spirit, 

and that is so important because Ed was already a champion. Ed 

was already a leader of men at the University of Miami when they 

won the national championship. So for him to come in that first 

day that I met him and to see that humble side of him and to be 

willing to somewhat unlearn and relearn some things and to be 

mentored under Ray’s tutelage was very humbling.

We would have bets going on with the “Madden” games, 

playing the “Madden” football game, and you would just find 

Ed in between certain workouts when we were supposed to be 

asleep. You would just hear him in there practicing and going over 

different plays [and] how he could win the next time all of us got 

together. 

Glenn Younes
As told to Glenn Clark

Glenn Younes is the director of the Ed Reed Foundation and 
a former host on 105.7 The Fan in Baltimore.

So we’re having dinner [at Ruth’s Chris outside New Orleans 

the Friday before the Super Bowl], and it’s taking forever. There’s 

20 of us or however many people there are two nights before the 

Super Bowl. I’m looking at my watch and I’m thinking, “Oh man, it’s 

ALL-TIME NFL 
INTERCEPTION LEADERS

 RK PLAYER INT

 1 PAUL KRAUSE 81

 2 EMLEN TUNNELL 79

 3 ROD WOODSON 71

 4 DICK LANE 68

 5 KEN RILEY 65

 6 CHARLES WOODSON 65

 7 ED REED 64
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getting late.” I’m like, “We’ve got curfew, brother. We’ve got to get 

back.” So [Reed is] like, “Don’t worry about it, don’t worry about 

it.” So after like three more prompts, I’m like, “We really have to 

go.” Curfew’s at midnight, and it’s like 11:30 and we’re a full half-

hour away with logistics. We’re now past curfew, and we haven’t 

left the restaurant toward the hotel. And Ed’s in his own personal 

car because he’s home. He’s driving, and his [doctor] is staying in 

the French Quarter and Ed’s staying in the team hotel. ... So he’s 

like, “Come on, Doc, I’ll take you to the hotel.”

So we finally get into the thick of French Quarter downtown traffic, 

and Ed’s like, “Ohhh, it’s bad down here, huh?” ... So Doc got out, 

Ed made a U-turn. We pull into the alley of the hotel where Ed’s king 

because it’s home and the valets know him and everyone knows 

him. “Wassup, Ed?” “Good, man. How are you? Hey, man, keep my 

car up, I’m a little late.” No problem. So he pops his trunk and gets a 

duffel bag, gets a hat out of his truck, puts it on my head to disguise 

me, puts a hat on him, puts a duffel bag over my shoulder, takes his 

credential, puts it on me, puts a jacket on and we walk into the side 

door of the hotel thinking we’re going to sneak into the hotel at like 

1 o’clock after curfew, whatever time it is.

We walk in the side door and sitting on a bench staring straight 

at that side door are Darren [Sanders] and Craig [Singleterry], 

the Ravens’ team security guys. They look at us, they shake 

their heads and without saying a word they say, “You two idiots 

get upstairs.” Because we still have to sort all the Super Bowl 

tickets and do the seating chart for everybody. ... We had 72 

tickets -- 20 in the suite, 52 somewhere else. Every envelope 

came from a different person because we’re getting tickets 

from all over the place, all legitimate tickets. Every envelope 

has a certain amount of tickets and we go, “OK, this person’s 

sitting here with this person. These are family suites.” We had 

to divvy that up Friday night because Saturday when they went 

to the family walkthrough practice in the morning, I had to divvy 

out everyone’s tickets so that Sunday we could just go to the 

game.

So we go upstairs, we sort all the tickets in the room, I put ’em 

in my little briefcase, my little bag and when we got into the hotel 

onto the floor -- because it’s the players-only floor -- there’s a 

little security guard sitting by the elevator. So it’s time for me to 

leave now and I’ve got probably near, in street value, at least a 

half a million dollars in tickets, because I think the suite was a 

couple hundred grand, let alone 50 other tickets at face value -- 

thousand, maybe more because they were club level and lower 

level. ... I walk out and I’m like, “Oh shit, there’s a security guard 

right by the elevator.” Sneaking in is one thing -- we know the team 

security. Sneaking out, this guy doesn’t know me. He could think 

that I’m the snapper. He’s asleep. I hit the button and it [makes 

a noise]. And I’m like, “Oh, shit.” I look up, he doesn’t move. I like 

side step one, side step two right into the elevator, hit lobby, go 

right down to the lobby. I get to the lobby and it lets me out in 

the main entrance where the bar is, and all the media is there. ... 

My hotel was across the street. My buddies are texting me, “Hey, 

we’re going to the casino, let’s go.” I was like, “I cannot meet you.” 

They’re like, “Where are you?” I’m like, “I’m walking out of the team 

hotel.” They’re like, “Oh, we’ll meet you in the lobby.” I’m like, “I can’t 

meet you. I’ve got to go.” So we’re walking and they’re like, “Yeah, 

let’s go to the casino!” ... I’m like, “Dude, I’ve got to go to the hotel 

and put these in the safe.”
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Butch Davis
As told to Glenn Clark

Butch Davis was the head football coach at Miami  
during Ed Reed’s first three years.

Of all the kids I think that I coached, I don’t know if there 

was one that was as inspirational, emotional and highly 

motivated ... that I’ve ever been around. He was charismatic 

in his ability to kind of get a sense of what everybody 

needed to hear. If it was people who were being cocky and 

over things, he could bring people down. If guys were down 

and depressed or whatever, he could fire ’em up. He was 

that way all the time. He was that way in the locker room, 

on the field, at practice and at games.

I wasn’t there for his last year, but the year before we 

went 11-1 and ... how critical he was on the sidelines of 

the Florida State game. We had played extraordinarily well 

-- first time having an opportunity to be highly ranked, to 

beat Florida State in the Orange Bowl and stuff. He’s yelling 

and just screaming to guys, “Don’t give up, don’t look at the 

scoreboard, keep grinding, keep chopping away.” A lot of 

people don’t understand how important those players are 

to the success of your program. Ray [Lewis] was like that 

four years earlier, and they never played together obviously 

in their collegiate years, but they had a lot of similarities 

in that they could highly motivate other guys to play up 

to another level. And so we win the game, they miss the 

field goal and stuff. There were a lot of times when things 

like that happen, coaches get credit and teams get credit, 

... but a lot of times, the things that guys like Ed do and 

some of the other people that play on the offensive line or 

whatever, they don’t get enough credit. But eventually over 

the course of his collegiate and NFL career, Ed obviously 

got everybody’s attention because he did the exact same 

thing for the Ravens.

Larry Coker
As told to Glenn Clark

Larry Coker was Miami’s offensive coordinator during  
Ed Reed’s first three years and the head coach during  

his senior season in 2001, when Reed delivered his  
famous halftime speech against Florida State.

[At halftime against Florida State], I think he started the 

conversation himself. He did that as well as [anyone]. I said, 

“This guy’s got a lot to say, so let’s let him talk.” ... He 

was very passionate, but not like that [before]. ... I can’t 

recall saying anything to him about it. We played and won 
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-- that’s all I can remember. Don’t say too much, right? 

I think it meant a lot, just for the momentum and the 

energy and the passion that was felt and was given. I think 

it meant a lot to us. It’s one of those things that a coach 

could have said those things and done those things and 

not have had ... the impact that Ed Reed had. Ed worked 

so hard, and he kind of walked the walk, and I think that 

meant a lot to the players.

Ed was pretty well driven himself. He didn’t need a lot to 

be self-motivated, but I think it meant a lot to him. He came 

to win championships, and to be able do that was special 

-- special to all of us but definitely special to him.

Curtis Johnson
Courtesy of the New Orleans Saints

Curtis Johnson was the wide receivers coach at Miami  
from 1996-2005 and Ed Reed’s lead recruiter.  

Johnson is a native of New Orleans.

I knew him as a kid when I would come back to town 

and his uncle Otis would tell me he’s going to play for you, 

he’s a good player. I just remember seeing him around the 

neighborhood when he was 8, 9, 10 years old and seeing 

him grow up, being a good athlete, watching him on tape 

eventually playing in high school everywhere, all positions. 

That was the finest thing about him.

Watching him in my front yard, because at my dad’s he 

would be playing basketball, I knew there was something 

special about him. He was really something special in high 

school. 

When recruiting back then, you’re never really sure. Chuck 

Pagano was our DBs coach; John Pagano, his brother, was 

working at the Saints. So we flew in, me and Chuck, and 

we’re going to Destrehan to see Ed Reed. We pick John up 

in the offseason and went down to see Ed Reed. Chuck 

wanted me to offer him a track scholarship. John watched 

him on film and John said, “I don’t know if he can play for 

you guys, but he can play for the Saints right now.” John 

was the reason we took him at Miami. But seriously, this 

guy could play everywhere. He was well known [around the 

New Orleans area]. He was a very, very good player.
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Scott Martin
As told to Glenn Clark

Scott Martin was Ed Reed’s high school football coach.

The thing that probably stands out the most is what a 

humanitarian he is. Everybody talks about what a great 

player he is, and he’s a great player and a great person. 

I remember working a football camp with him back in the 

early 2000s. It was the football camp out at Destrehan High 

School. ... Ed noticed right away that a lot of those kids 

didn’t have football shoes. They didn’t have cleats; they 

had tennis shoes or whatever. And he made the statement, 

“How can you have a football camp without football shoes?” 

He called Nike that day and they drop-shipped well over 

100 pairs of football cleats to Destrehan High School so 

that every kid could have a pair of football cleats at that 

camp.
Ed was the kind of guy that led by example on the field. 

He wasn’t a flashy, flamboyant guy off the field. ... We knew 
that he was a very special football player. Always knew, 
athletically, he was at the top of the ladder. My first year 

that I went to Destrehan, we did not have a good season. 
We were 2-8, and that was Ed’s junior year. We went to a 
summer football camp. I loaded up a bus down outside of 
New Orleans, and we rode all the way to Carrollton, Georgia, 
to West Georgia College to a Wing-T football camp. And 
of course, if you ask Ed, he brings that up to me more 
than anything about how that changed his life and so many 
others, just because so many of those kids had never been 
out of that type of surrounding. So it brought us together 
as a team. We went into his senior year and the first game 
of the season, we had Ed playing quarterback and he was 
a defensive back. We were tied with Archbishop Rummel, 
who still is a great powerhouse in the New Orleans area, 
and it was 0-0 at half. They end up busting a long run in 
the second half, and Ed’s angle at the beginning of that 
run -- he missed that tackle, the guy runs all the way for 
a touchdown. And they beat us, 35-0. And I remember 
walking off that field and we got into the coaches’ meeting, 
and I said, “Look, that guy is a special, special player. But 
we’re asking him to do absolutely too much. Let’s put him 
in position to be very successful.” So we moved him to a 
one-time player, we moved him to the defensive side of the 
ball. ... He made so many great plays the rest of the year, 
and we ended up winning the district title and turning it 
around and going 8-4 that year.

Ulysses Frontha
As told to Glenn Clark

Ulysses Frontha was Ed Reed’s track and field coach.

I basically coached him in track and football, but he also, 

his senior year, he went back and played baseball. He never 

got away from the track program, he stayed with me, and 

I had a deal with the baseball coach. “When you’re doing 

infield and things such as that, let Ed come to me and he 

can practice his track. When it gets time to go in the cage, 

he can come over there and bat.” Well, we went through and 

he did that his senior year, and the funny thing -- we’re at the 

district track meet, and next door at Thibodaux High School 

they’re playing a district baseball game. So Ed was going to 

have to make a decision -- and, really, he would have come 

and run track anyway. But he came to the track meet, he did 

his field events, which was the javelin and the long jump. 

He left, he went to the baseball game and played a couple 

innings of baseball, put his track uniform on, came back and 

ran the 4x100 relay. You tell people that and they look at you 

like, “No he didn’t.” The guy that was the baseball coach, we 

had a thing where we knew the kid was a good athlete, and 

we knew that he liked doing both.

He went to the state track meet. I mean, we practiced 

javelin maybe one day a week. A lot of people don’t realize 

he came in third during the state meet in the javelin. When 
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he went to Miami, [Curtis] Johnson, who was coaching over 

there ... knew that he was a track guy. And Curtis talked 
him into throwing the javelin at a track meet. And he sets a 
record at Miami throwing the javelin -- threw it one time, one 
meet. But he was such a natural.

When Ed first went to the NFL, Ed was donating this and 

doing this for people. And as a [track] coach, me and the 

other guy who was coaching, we would sell concessions and 

stuff like that when it came time for the kids, because the 

kids never had to pay anything. We tried to make it where it 

was free for them. If they did pay anything, it would be very 

minimal -- maybe $40, which would take you all season, track 

meets and everything. ... Well, we’re getting ready to go to 

Tennessee for the national championships, and Ed is out there 

at [his football camp at Destrehan]. And he comes over and 

he says, “Coach, you know, y’all don’t ever ask for nothing. I 

want to do something for you all.” And then like we told him, 

“Man, we don’t need nothing,” and he wasn’t convinced. He 

said, “I want to do something for you all.” And I said, “Well, let 

me think about it.” And since we were going to Tennessee, 

we had been there before and we went to Dollywood [Parks 

and Resorts], and the kids loved it. So I went and I told him, 

I said, “Look, Ed, we want to take the kids to Dollywood.” And 

a lot of the kids didn’t have the money to go. So he said OK. 

So a few days later I received a check from Ed. Not only did 

it cover the kids, but he also covered the chaperones, and he 

said, “Coach, if you’ve got anything extra, get them something 

to eat.” That’s the type of guy he is. And that’s one of the 

reasons why we still respect him around here, because of 

that. He does things that you don’t have to ask him.

Stephen Weber
As told to Glenn Clark

Stephen Weber was Ed Reed’s baseball coach.

He played every sport, and honestly he was the best athlete 

that we had there, but he decided to quit baseball after his 

freshman year. The summer after his junior year, he came to 

me and said, “You know, Coach, I want to come back out for 

baseball.” And I said, “Edward, it’s probably not a good idea. 

You’re being recruited in football.” And I said, “Baseball isn’t like 

other sports -- you can’t just quit it for three years and then 

come back and play it. It’s not like that. You just can’t do that.” 

He says, “Come on, Coach,” so I said, “I’ll tell you what: play 

for us in the summertime, because we have a summer league, 

we’ll look at you and see what you can do.” He came out in 

the summer, and of course, I thought I was a good coach, I put 

him in center field. He played center field for me in American 

Legion baseball, did a good job, pitched just a little bit, and 

we played in big ballparks. We got back to Destrehan after the 

summertime and January rolls around and I did not expect to 

see Ed again. I thought, OK, he’s not coming back out -- I can 

understand that. 

When January rolls around, we start baseball practice again, 

and there’s Edward. And he walks up to us and says, “Bet you 

didn’t think you would see me again.” And this is what he told 

me. He said, “You know, Coach, we’ve got a little, small ballpark, 

you really don’t have to run in this outfield.” And he was right, 

our ballpark is very small, it’s not like you need anybody fast in 

the outfield. He said, “I can play third base, I know you need a 

third baseman.” I said, “Really? OK, I’m going to give you a try.” 

Guess what -- he was my starting third baseman. Not only that, 

he was my No. 1 relief pitcher, and he was phenomenal.

I’ll tell you this: He played third base like a demon. He wasn’t 

the smoothest looking. If he would’ve played baseball all of his 

life and would have dedicated himself, I’m positive he would 

have been in the pros. But he also did this: he’s the only kid that 

ever hit three home runs for me in a game that year, his senior 

year. If you’ve ever watched the old Bugs Bunny commercial, 

when Bugs Bunny’s playing baseball and you throw him a 

curveball and he winds himself up? Our rule was, do not swing 

at a curveball, Edward. Don’t swing at it! Well, he couldn’t stop, 

he had to swing at it. And he would step out of the box and I’d 

shout, “Gosh darn it, don’t swing at a curveball!” And he would 

smile and say, “I just can’t help it because, Coach, if I swing at 

it and hit it, it’s going to go a long way!” He was such a blessing 

to have.
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Ben Parquet
As told to Glenn Clark

Ben Parquet was a student advocate in the St. Charles 
Parish Public Schools system and a mentor to Ed Reed.

I mentored him when he was in junior high school, and 

I just saw him as a kid that had a lot of potential. ... What 

I did with middle school kids that I felt had potential in 

sports, I would bring them up to the high school and take 

them out to practice and meet the coaches. “Hey, this is 

where you could be in a couple of years.” I did that with Ed 

a couple times and the principal, teachers, coaches got to 

know him and we used to just come and hang out. 

This strange, mysterious thing happened. He was a grade 

behind and there was a program [for kids] to come to the 

high school and they would take a couple elementary 

classes and they would take maybe like an English or 

reading at the high school level, and they would be able 

to participate as a high school student and start earning 

some credit. Because I figured if he was staying at the 
middle school, he wouldn’t have been eligible to do sports 
and he probably would have lost interest. But here was the 
kicker: When the time came to send the older kids to the 
high school, Ed was two weeks or so too young to qualify 
for the program. That meant Ed was gonna be left back at 
the middle school. So I came up to the principal -- the guy 
that was the principal at this time. Kind of ran Ed’s story by 
him. I said, “Man, we can’t lose this kid. He’s got to come 

up because if he stays at the middle school, he’s too old 

to play sports and he’s gonna get lost in the shuffle.” He 

said, “I can’t do it on my own,” but he said go and talk to 

the assistant superintendent. So I went and talked to the 

assistant superintendent and told her the story, and she 

made an exception for him. And he came onto the high 

school and I would go back and think, “What would have 

happened if we couldn’t have cleared that?” And once he 

got here, man, he was like a different kid. He never was a 

mean kid that fought, he was just a mischievous kid that 

didn’t put the emphasis on the academics. And he got 

here, he grew up, and he took care of his business and the 

rest of it is history, man.

I remember one year, about three, four years ago. Our girls’ 

basketball team won the state championship in basketball, 

and somebody called him and actually [asked if he] would 

help buy the rings for the girls for the championship. And 

his comment was something similar. “I’m not gonna help 

buy, I’m gonna buy the girls rings.” He bought about 22, 25 

state championship rings for the girls and the coaches and 

the trainers. These are the things I remember about Ed the 

man. This is why I always tell him I’m more proud of him as 

the man that he became and not just the athlete, and he 

was a super athlete. He just was a great kid. I can remember 

one year we had a flood at East St. John High School, one 

of the schools in our district. They flooded and they lost a 

lot of their equipment. I can’t remember the dollar value, 

but he went in his pocket to help buy equipment to get that 

football team back on the field. When I talk about Ed the 

man, this is what I talk about. I’m just proud of him.

Jeanne Hall
As told to Glenn Clark

Ed Reed lived with the Hall family during his sophomore, 
junior and senior years at Destrehan High School.

He was very competitive, even in high school. Rondell 

Mealey, who played for LSU, was a very good running back, 

was a few years ahead of him, was sort of like a mentor 

as far as he kind of looked up to Rondell somewhat. They 

were kind of equal on sports though, they competed a 

lot. So many nights, they would have basketball games in 

the front yard, in my driveway, and it would be 1 o’clock in 

the morning because neither one of them wanted to quit 

because the other was ahead. It was ridiculous. They would 

shoot hoops because both of them were very talented; 

they would just not quit the game. They would have races 

down my street. One of his other teammates, Aaron Smith, 

who was very fast on the team. Aaron was quick off the 

start but didn’t have longevity, so that used to burn Edward 
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up because Edward would get him in the long run but they 

would do these short sprints -- again 12 o’clock at night, 1 

o’clock in the morning. I’m like, “Get in the house before I 

call the cops.” They would be racing on the road, that kind 

of thing. They were hilarious. Then they’d come in and play 

cards to all hours of the morning and they’d wake me up 

at 3 o’clock and tell me they’re hungry for breakfast. Not 

happening, guys, not happening, y’all go to sleep. It was 

fun.
Needless to say, my children and I have a hard time 

thinking of Edward as famous. It’s Edward; no, “Oh my gosh, 
you’re such a big deal.” [My daughter] Leslie would go to 
a lot of the games in Miami with me. All the kids would go 
here and there. But anyway, we’re at the game in Baltimore, 
it’s just her and I, we get to the game, Edward drops us off. 
He goes and we park in the parking lot, we go up to the 
game, he’s playing. It’s after the game, so we’re waiting in 
the players’ parking lot right there. And then so he calls 
me on my phone, he says, “Look, don’t go in the players’ 
parking lot. Go outside, go down the street.” And she had 
never been there. I knew kind of how big of a deal he was at 
this point, but I don’t think she had been there yet for one 
of these big Baltimore games, that everybody had fallen 
in love with him and he was this big, famous person. So 
anyway, so she’s like, “Oh my god, do we have to?” I said, 
“Leslie, he said walk down the street just a block.” “OMG, 

this is so ridiculous, I can’t believe he’s making us walk 
down the street. What is his problem?” I said, “I don’t know, 
he just said walk down the street, just hush and let’s go.” 

So we walk down the block outside of the players’ parking 

lot. So all of the sudden he pulls out and comes in and he 

pulls up to the curb. Well, all this crowd of people recognize 

his car. I guess it’s all the fans who are waiting. So they all 

jump all over the car and trying to get to the car and she 

looks at me and she goes, “OMG, what is the matter with 

these people? Are they really after him?” We’re trying to 

get in the car and I was trying to make a quick getaway 

here and Edward’s driving and she goes, “Edward, what is 

wrong with these people? Are they really that crazy about 

you? Are you really that big of a deal?” And it was so funny. 

He’s laughing and he goes, “All right, Leslie, if ever I need 

to come down or get knocked down a bit,” and she goes, 

“Oh yeah, just call me up, I can tell you who you are.” She 

was really good at letting him know you are not a big deal. 

It was hilarious. They used to argue all the time. So I’m 

sitting there and she goes, “You’re really not a big deal,” 

and he goes, “Well these people think [so],” and I’m like, 

“OK, y’all stop. This is not a big deal. Let’s just get out of 

this place before you hit somebody.” She and Nicole, my 

other daughter, had a very good way of if you ever think 

you are somebody just let us know and we’ll remind you. 

You are just Edward. You are not a big deal.

Each month during the school year,  
PressBox and the Masonic Charities of Maryland  

will honor a high school student-athlete  
who demonstrates the following criteria: 

SPORTSMANSHIP • SCHOOL SPIRIT
HARD WORK • GIVING BACK TO THE COMMUNITY  

Nominees will be accepted from any Maryland high school, and nominations can be submitted by parents, coaches, teachers or fellow students.  
Each honoree will receive a custom trophy and the opportunity for award presentation at his/her school. 

HIGH SCHOOL
UNSUNG HERO
OF THE MONTH

To nominate a local high school student-athlete and see some of the past winners go to
PressBoxOnline.com/hero
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Y Not only is he getting on the buses to speak to the kids that he 

knows he won’t see in carpool -- a bus doesn’t leave without Ed 

getting on it and him saying hi to the kids -- [but] you have 100 or 

so cars pulling around and he’s putting the meals in their trunks 

along with our volunteers and our staff members and whoever 

else. He’s posing for pictures, signing more autographs. 

There’s obviously something about how Ed grew up and his 

story and the people who sort of supported him along the way 

that resonates, because when he’s here, he is totally connected 

with our students and he speaks their language. He knows the 

challenges that they face. He just wants to be helpful -- and he 

stresses education. As athletic as this man is, he stresses health 

and the importance of education. The teachers here and the 

student life counselors, they can say that all day long and it might 

resonate with some kids, but when Ed says it, you’ve got a much 

greater chance that someone’s going to listen -- a young man 

or young woman, they’re really going to perk up and listen. So 

I guess a couple years into him doing this Turkey Day is when 

we approached them and asked if they would help us fund our 

first-ever football team, which he did. We were able to buy new 

equipment and new uniforms and obviously new helmets, new 

pads, all of these things that made our kids really dive in. Every 

school needs a hook, you know? Every kid needs something that 

gets them to school. For some kids it’s music, for some kids it’s 

drama, for some kids it’s sports, and Ed has been a huge hook 

for us.

I’ve asked him, “Why do you do it? Why do you make this a 

priority in your life when we’ve got a million other things going 

on?” He paused and then he just looked at me and he said, 

“Because I have to.” To me that means you get an opportunity of 

becoming a professional athlete or becoming a world-renowned 

artist, it is obviously talent. It’s obviously work ethic, but there’s 

some luck. I think that Ed recognizes that. We’ve got some kids 

that obviously want to play in the NFL or play in the NBA or the 

IN THE COMMUNITY

Katie Del 
Carmen Byram
As told to Glenn Clark

Katie del Carmen Byram is the director for development 
for The SEED School of Maryland, a boarding school in 

Baltimore that opened in 2008. Ed Reed has been involved 
with the school since he played for the Ravens and  

has held an annual Turkey Day since 2011.

We have 400 students, [grades] 6-12 -- so he provides 400 

Thanksgiving meals every year, and he is here. He has [made it to] 

all but one because at the time he was with the Texans, I want to 

say, and he couldn’t be here. That’s the only year he’s missed. He 

comes out here the Friday before Thanksgiving -- because we’re 

a boarding school and our kids go home on Friday before, not the 

Wednesday before -- and he hands out Thanksgiving meals. So 

we’re talking the turkey, the gravy, the potatoes, the pie, everything. 

It’s like two or three bags of food that every student goes home 

with for their Thanksgiving break. It’s incredible, right? And again, 

he’s the last person here. ... Our kids, there’s a window for them to 

get picked up. It’s between 2:30 and 6 or 7 o’clock at night. And 

you can imagine as a sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth grader, being the 

last kid picked up, but that day, if you’re one of the last kids getting 

picked up, you’re super lucky because you’re hanging out with 

Ed Reed and maybe some other people. A lot of other players 

have been involved with that, and it’s a great community event 

for us because we get a ton of volunteers that day that of course 

want to be around him. But he’s totally focused on the kids. He is 

completely laser-focused. 

We have a couple of buses that come to the school that take 

kids to central locations around Maryland and the rest is carpool. 
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WNBA or want to become musicians or whatever. Most of them 

aren’t, so him coming and saying, “More important than anything 

is you taking care of your health and you taking advantage of the 

opportunities around education that you’re getting at this school,” 

that’s more important than anything.

Diego Varela
As told to Glenn Clark

Diego Varela met Ed Reed when he was a sixth grader at 
The SEED School of Maryland. He now attends Goucher 

College and is pursuing a career in law enforcement.

My face started to become a lot more familiar every year that 

I started to play in his [golf] tournament, and we kind of created 

a relationship. He was just an amazing guy and I always thanked 

him for all the things he did for our school and for me personally, 

going to some of these events and saying hello to some of my 

family members and my mentors. It was a great experience. 

It was definitely something that I will always remember. [Not 

everyone] has that experience, on a first-name basis with a 

Hall of Fame football player. Even just being able to go around 

and tell my friends and family about it when he came into the 

school and him being on the news, it was something that stuck 

out to a lot of people. It was nothing [short] of amazing, and I 

thanked him every time that I was able to participate in some of 

the events that he brought upon me from school and the golf 

tournament.

Just because of the neighborhood that I grew up in with a lot 

of my peers throughout the time, the type of neighborhoods we 

were from, we weren’t used to people giving back, so for him to 

actually keep his word and do something like that on a year-to-

year basis and make sure that our families had a meal for every 

Thanksgiving or even doing the training camps and making sure 

that the kids were healthy, it was something that each of us could 

obviously be grateful for. I’m from Baltimore City, so a lot of kids in 

general don’t have the opportunity to see a Hall of Fame football 

player every year and actually build that relationship with him and 

actually travel and play in some of his golf tournaments and watch 

him play golf from year to year as well.

It was a motivating factor for not only myself but for a lot of the 

kids, being able to see that someone who has an extremely busy 

schedule throughout the season and was able to still have his 

own organization and fundraiser where he was able to give back 

to families, it was something that as a guy who’s lived in Baltimore 

for over 20 years -- and I’ve been born and raised here my entire 

life -- that’s definitely something I could do. So the motivating 

factor of it all was definitely on the extreme level. It was able to 

give us the visual for my peers and I to give back to Baltimore in 

general.

A lot of people may make that promise to come back every 

single year. “OK, he came this time, but we may not see him next 

year.” Ed just actually kept his promise, and not a lot of people 

do that. It showed his personality and it showed what type of 

man and what type of father he is because he actually cared 

about the kids at the school. I saw Ed as basically like a brother 

to me. Sometimes he actually recommended -- him and Glenn 

[Younes] as well, his right-hand man -- for me to be [at his golf 

tournament]. To have your name in seventh or eighth grade or 

just going into high school and having people request that you 

come and play in their golf tournament, it made you feel like a 

big deal. 

I still keep in contact with some of the guys and some of the 

girls that I graduated with. These small things that we may see 

or we may think that it’s small because it’s only once a year, but 

it makes an extreme impact on our lives. ... It was generally a 

younger man making these bigger differences in the city which 

he loves.

c
o

u
r

t
e

sy
 o

f t
h

e
 se

e
d

 sc
h

o
o

l o
f m

a
r

y
la

n
d

c
o

u
r

t
e

sy
 o

f t
h

e
 se

e
d

 sc
h

o
o

l o
f m

a
r

y
la

n
d



42  |  JUNE/JULY 2019  |    |  PRESSBOXSPORTS  |  @PRESSBOXONLINE

Now
Celebrating Our  

48th Year 
Of Operation

Where Great Food & 
Great Times Intersect!

4100 North Point Boulevard • 4 min. from 695, exit 41
Monday-Saturday 8:00am-2:00am • Sunday 11:00am-1:00am

 Reservations: 410-477-1975 • www.costasinn.com

Go Ravens,  
Terps and O’s!

gerrystires.com

39 S. Central Avenue | Baltimore, MD | (410) 685-4330
Monday - Friday: 6AM - 4PM

Any Tire. Any Service. Any Car.
We’ll Help Keep Your Car
Running Longer & Faster.

(Plus, We Are An Authorized Fleet Repair Facility!)

Nationwide
Warranties

On All Repairs
And Services!

WE PERFORM ALL MANUFACTURER SCHEDULED SERVICES!
• Alignments
• Performance Services
• Cooling System

• A/C Service
• Transmission Service
• Emissions Service
• Oil Changes

• Fuel System
• Exhaust Service
• Tires & More!



eading into the 2018 sea-
son, the Ravens had the 
unusual luxury of return-
ing virtually every starter 
on defense. The result 
was a cohesive, mature 
group that ranked No. 1 

overall and No. 2 in scoring defense and led 
the Ravens to the AFC North title. 

But turnover on NFL rosters is an an-
nual staple, and while the Ravens relished 
defensive stability last season, the pen-
dulum has swung the other way this year. 
The Ravens lost five defensive starters in 
an exodus that owner Steve Bisciotti has 
called “a shock to the system.”

Consider who the Ravens lost:
• Linebacker Terrell Suggs, a seven-time 

Pro Bowl pick and the franchise record 
holder in games played (229) and sacks 
(132.5), signed a free-agent deal with the 
Arizona Cardinals.

• Linebacker C.J. Mosley, the heart of the 
Ravens’ defense from 2014-2018, made 
the Pro Bowl four times in five seasons 
in Baltimore before being signed away 
by the New York Jets.

• Safety Eric Weddle, who made the Pro 
Bowl in all three of his seasons in Bal-
timore, was released as a salary-cap 
casualty before signing on with the Los 
Angeles Rams.

• Linebacker Za’Darius Smith led the 
Ravens in sacks this past year (8.5) and 
parlayed that into a big free-agent pay 
day with the Green Bay Packers.

• Defensive end Brent Urban started all 
16 games in 2018 and was signed to a 
free-agent deal by the Tennessee Titans.

The losses hit every level of the defense 
and reverberate on the field, in the locker 
room and in the meeting rooms, with some 
of the most respected and vocal leaders no 
longer around.  

“It’s obviously something you definitely 
can’t not notice,” safety Tony Jefferson 
said. “Those guys are big, big talents in the 
NFL. ... Words can’t really describe what 
they mean to everybody in this building, 
but that’s how the business works. 

“It may not have been how we wanted 
it to roll,” Jefferson added, “but we have to 
roll either way.”

To paraphrase former Orioles manag-
er Buck Showalter, you can be sure that 
other teams aren’t sitting around feeling 
sorry for the Ravens. And as Jefferson 
suggested, the Ravens are moving on as 
well, confident that new faces and new 
leaders will emerge for coordinator Don 
“Wink” Martindale.

“I’m not worried about it,” Bisciotti 
said on a conference call with season-
ticket holders in May. “I’m very confident 
with the guys that are going to replace the 
players that we lost.”

The Ravens have addressed those va-
cancies in a variety of ways, turning to 
free agency, the draft and the promotion 
of in-house candidates to more prominent 
roles. Whether that process is successful 
can’t truly be known until games begin in 
September, but a robust, tenacious de-
fense would again be a major assist for a 
rebuilt offense led by second-year quarter-
back Lamar Jackson.

M A K I N G  A  S P L A S H 
A T  S A F E T Y

The Ravens addressed the loss of Wed-
dle by making their biggest free-agent 
splash of the offseason, signing former 
Seattle Seahawks safety Earl Thomas to a 
four-year, $55 million deal, the largest they 
have ever given a player outside the orga-
nization. The six-time Pro Bowl pick and 
anchor of the Seahawks’ famed “Legion 
of Boom” secondary is four years younger 
than Weddle and gives the Ravens a ball-
hawking free safety with 28 career inter-

ceptions.  
Thomas, whose nine-year tenure in Se-

attle ended acrimoniously after contract 
negotiations broke down and he got hurt, 
said he welcomed the chance to come to 
an organization with a tradition of defen-
sive excellence. 

“I have that type of swagger,” Thomas 
said. “It’s a historic franchise, so I definite-
ly have an opportunity to bring my blue-
print to the table.”

With Thomas and Jefferson manning 
the back end, and with the Ravens return-
ing perhaps the deepest cornerback group 
in the league led by Jimmy Smith, Bran-
don Carr, Marlon Humphrey and Tavon 
Young, the Ravens are rightfully optimis-
tic about their secondary. 

B R I N G I N G  T H E 
P R E S S U R E

Give any NFL quarterback enough 
time, though, and he will find holes in the 
secondary, and the Ravens’ most pressing 
concern this summer will be developing 
pass rushers to succeed Za’Darius Smith 
and Suggs, whose departure to his home-
town Cardinals on a two-year, $10 million 
deal took Bisciotti by surprise. 

Matthew Judon (seven sacks last year) 
returns to anchor the outside linebacker 
group, but the fact that the Ravens made 
a play for several pass-rushing free agents 
this offseason suggested a level of concern 
with holdovers Tyus Bowser and Tim Wil-
liams. Neither has produced to his Day 
Two draft status during his first two sea-
sons with the team, and they probably 
enter training camp this summer on the 
roster bubble after the Ravens drafted re-
cord-setting pass rusher Jaylon Ferguson 
-- whose 45 career sacks topped the former 
FBS mark held by Suggs -- and signed free 
agents Shane Ray and Pernell McPhee. 

McPhee, 30, returns to the Ravens five 
seasons after he was signed away to a lu-
crative free-agent deal, but injuries have 
taken their toll. Ray is an intriguing addi-
tion as a former first-round draft pick who 
dealt with a perpetual wrist issue and fell 
out of favor in Denver. Still just 25, Ray 
comes to Baltimore motivated to prove he 
can be a difference-maker once again. He 
had a career-best eight sacks in 2016. 

“ T H I S  I S  H I S  T I M E ”

The Ravens’ most significant loss was 
probably Mosley, the anchor in the middle 
of Baltimore’s defense pretty much since 
he arrived as a rookie in 2014. Unlike at 
safety and outside linebacker, the Ravens 
made no significant free-agent signings at 
inside linebacker, nor did they address the 
position in the draft. (General manager 
Eric DeCosta said that outside a couple 
of elite talents, it was an underwhelming 
draft class at inside linebacker.)

That ramps up the pressure on Patrick 
Onwuasor, who is expected to step into 
Mosley’s role at middle linebacker, wear-
ing the microphone helmet and directing 
the formations and the checks. 

“This is his time,” Bisciotti said.
Onwuasor -- who described himself 

as “kind of soft-spoken” -- said he’s been 
challenged by Thomas and others this 
spring to be a more vocal leader. 

“He’s done a great job with that,” head 
coach John Harbaugh said. “He’s taking 
charge. We always say, ‘A good defense is a 
loud defense.’ We want to communicate at 
the highest possible level.”

Onwuasor has started 25 games during 
the past two years, becoming the latest in 
a long line of undrafted inside linebackers 
to become vital cogs in the Ravens’ de-
fense. Another undrafted inside lineback-
er, Chris Board, is competing with Kenny 
Young for the starting spot alongside On-
wuasor, but it’s still a dangerously thin po-
sition, and it will surprise no one if the Ra-
vens add a veteran inside linebacker later 
this summer. 

For now, though, it’s full speed ahead 
for a Ravens team that is confident in the 
roster they’ve constructed.

“You guys see a lot of new faces, and 
I see a lot of new opportunities,” third-
year cornerback Marlon Humphrey said. 
“A lot of guys, especially in my draft class 
and the class last year, are stepping into 
bigger roles. ... [There’s] a lot of oppor-
tunity, and I’m just excited to see guys 
emerge into these new players and new 
leaders.” •
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Ravens Look To Fill Key Vacancies 
On Defense As 2019 Season Looms
  Bo Smolka
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f all the football camps 
that are run by NFL play-
ers every summer, the one 
organized by Brandon Co-
peland may be among the 
most unusual, and yet one 
of the most impactful.

Copeland, a gradu-
ate of Gilman School, will return to his alma 
mater June 29 for his fourth annual Beyond 
the Basics camp, a free full day of activity for 
kids ages 11 through 17.  But while there will 
be some expected athletic activity in store for 
the 400 or so young people who are there, the 
most important experiences that day won’t 
involve a football.

“I really don’t care too much about the 
football portion it,” said Copeland, who has 
been in the NFL since 2013 and is entering his 
second season with the New York Jets. “In my 
mind, the football is the attraction; I guess 
you could call it the bait. But our real goal 
is to help these kids understand that there 
is more to life than football and 
sports. And we want to instill in 
kids a sense of leadership, the 
understanding that they can 
be leaders.”

That Copeland’s camp 
veers from the usual pass-
catch-block-and-tackle 
routine of other foot-
ball camps run by 
pro athletes actually 

makes a lot of sense considering the 27-year-
old’s own story. 

Rather than honing his craft at a football 
powerhouse, the Sykesville, Md., native went 
the University of Pennsylvania where he grad-
uated with a degree in economics from the 
prestigious Wharton School. His summers 
were spent interning for investment bank 
UBS. Recently, he’s been teaching a course in 
financial literacy at Penn.

Copeland also has a legacy of football. His 
grandfather was former Baltimore Colts de-
fensive end Roy Hilton.

Copeland’s own experience with the vaga-
ries of football injuries and seeing his grand-
father struggle in later years with the physical 
effects of 11 NFL seasons, as well as dementia, 
left an impression.

“He won a Super Bowl, he was a great 
player but still you could see how he was dam-
aged,” Copeland said of his grandfather.

Copeland said the jeopardy inherent in 
the game he loves was reinforced when he was 
hurt late in his college career.

“It reminded me of what you always hear 
-- you’re just one play away from having it all 

come to an end,” he said.
At Gilman, Copeland was part of 

the 2006 Maryland Interscholastic 
Athletic Association A Conference 
championship football team coached 
by Biff Poggi.

“Brandon was always a nice 
young man. He comes from a great 
family. His grandfather, Roy Hilton, 
was a prince of a man. Roy was very 
influential in Brandon’s life,” Poggi 

said. “His mom is a great lady who was very 
supportive of him and his brother Chad.”

At Penn, Copeland was captain of the 
team that won the 2012 Ivy League title.

Still, the 6-foot-3, 263-pound linebacker 
was a long shot to make the NFL, and it was 
a struggle.  He signed as an undrafted free 
agent with the Baltimore Ravens in 2013, did 
not make the roster and spent that season on 
the Tennessee Titans’ practice squad. He saw 
limited playing time with the Detroit Lions 
from 2015-2016 and missed the 2017 season 
with a pectoral injury. Last year was a break-
out season with the Jets with five sacks and 
35 combined tackles in 16 games (10 starts).

Copeland wants the young people who at-
tend his camp to understand that while they 
may have dreams of sports celebrity and for-
tune, they should set their sights on more re-
alistic goals.

“We have 150 volunteers and that includes 
all professions -- teachers, lawyers, doc-
tors. And what we will do is pair kids up with 
these role models,” Copeland said. “Too often 
among kids in a place like Baltimore and kids 
in general, there is an almost exclusive asso-
ciation between sports and success. We want 
kids to see successful people who are outside 
of football so that they understand that suc-
cess happens all over.”

One of the role models who will be at the 
camp is Jae Barchus, who has been assisting 
with Copeland’s charitable foundation since 
the player and his wife, Taylor, started it. 

Barchus, a camp organizer, also went to 
Penn and was a track star there. Today, he’s a 
vice president for Barclays, the international 

banking firm, where he specializes in digital 
and social media marketing and branding.

“From my perspective, I try to explain to 
the kids that the key is identifying what you’re 
passionate about and then working toward 
that goal,” Barchus said.

The key, Barchus said, is that young peo-
ple try to recognize their talents.

“A kid may be interested in football but it’s 
not likely that your path will be as a player, 
but that doesn’t mean the NFL can’t be in 
your future,” Barchus said. “Maybe your fu-
ture is in marketing or branding or a graphic 
designer for a team -- you can use those tal-
ents with football somewhere.”

Among camp volunteers are other close 
friends of Copeland, including attorney Allan-
te Keels from Washington, D.C., and celebrity 
Nike trainer Joe Holder. Both were football 
players at Penn.

“Allante was passionate about the law and 
he became a lawyer,” Copeland said. “Now, 
he’s working to make an impact in his com-
munity ... to make it a better place.” 

“Joe Holder was a wide receiver at Penn 
but as an extremely healthy person who un-
derstood how to train and exercise, he under-
stood that he could grow a career as a trainer 
rather than a player,” he added.

Stories such as these are what the kids 
who attend the camp will hear, Copeland said.

Plus, he wants young people to appreciate 
the satisfaction that comes from being of ser-
vice to others. One of the first things kids do 
at Copeland’s camp is to help pack 1,000 book 
bags and 1,000 hygiene kits to be distributed 
throughout Baltimore for people facing diffi-
culties.

“We want the kids to understand that 
community service is important and that you 
can be of service to others at any age,” he said.

Next, the kids take to the field for athletic 
drills, speed training and exercises that Cope-
land has used himself.

“We work them to the point where we get 
them pretty tired and then when they take 
their water break, that’s when we pair them 
up with our role models -- people who will 
take the time to tell them about their own 
professions and what it took to get them to 
where they are today,” Copeland said. “At the 
end of it all, we want the kids to say, ‘Hey, that 
guy is a lawyer and he’s a pretty cool guy.’” •

 IN FOCUS WITH BILL ORDINE

  Bill Ordine

Through Annual Camp, Brandon 
Copeland Teaches Kids There’s 
More To Life Than Football

O

c
o

u
r

t
e

sy
 o

f r
ia

n
 w

a
t

k
in

s @
it

sm
y

r
e

vo
lu

t
io

n

Brandon Copeland (right)Brandon Copeland

c
o

u
r

t
e

sy
 o

f 
r

ia
n

 w
at

k
in

s 
@

it
sm

y
r

e
vo

lu
t

io
n

@PRESSBOXONLINE  |  PRESSBOXSPORTS  |    |  JUNE/JULY  2019  |  45



46  |  JUNE/JULY 2019  |    |  PRESSBOXSPORTS  |  @PRESSBOXONLINE

randon Hyde fully un-
derstands the challeng-
es he faces as the man-
ager of the Baltimore 
Orioles.

The franchise is be-
ing torn down and re-
built from the ground 

up ostensibly for the first time in its 65-
year history, and as such, there is a deli-
cate balance to navigate. 

Hyde, 45, has to make sure players are 
developing and getting better each day 
while trying to remain competitive in the 
unforgiving American League East.

The fans understand the team is in 
full rebuild mode, but even the most 
loyal followers have their limits with los-
ing. That became apparent last season 
when the Orioles lost a franchise-record 
115 games, average attendance slipped 
to 26th in the majors and ownership was 
forced to completely overhaul the fran-
chise. 

Meanwhile, Hyde has remained stoic 
in the face of this early adversity. The 
former Chicago Cubs bench coach ap-
pears even-keeled after a disappointing 
loss or an uplifting win. 

“I’ve had a great time,” Hyde said. 
“I’ve really, really enjoyed it. I love our 
players. I couldn’t be happier with how 
our guys prepare and compete, and I 
think we play hard. That’s what I hear 
around the league: your guys play hard. 
That feels good. That’s the whole point 
of going through what we’re going 
through right now, giving guys opportu-
nity but also creating the right culture 
in our clubhouse, creating a great place 
to play, creating a great environment, 
which I think we’ve done, and showing 
teams that we’re going to compete and 
we’re going to play hard. 

“For the majority of the games, I feel 
like we’ve done that.”

Hyde was hired by Orioles general 
manager Mike Elias in December, and 
finding the right fit for the manager’s 
chair was critical at this stage of the re-
build. Hyde has extensive experience in 
player development. He managed in the 
Florida Marlins’ farm system from 2005-
2009 and served as a big-league coach for 
the Marlins from 2010-2012. He was the 
Chicago Cubs’ director of player develop-
ment from August 2012 through 2013, then 
served on the Cubs’ big-league staff from 
2014-2018. He became the second bench 

coach un-
der Joe 
M a d d o n 
in as many 
years to land 
a big-league 
m a n a g i n g 
job, following 
Dave Martinez 
(Washington Na-
tionals) prior to the 
2018 season.

Elias has been 
pleased with Hyde’s 
body of work thus far.

“I think he’s done an ex-
cellent job,” Elias said. “He’s 
in a difficult circumstance with a 
young team, a lot of players coming in 
from all different directions, guys com-
ing and going, guys who weren’t really 
with us in spring training. 

“And I know the players have received 
his message very well. He’s done a great 
job looking out for the best interests of 
the players. Not putting pitchers in un-
comfortable positions, even though we’re 
stretched thin at times and our guys 
have been throwing a lot of pitches -- in 
some cases getting beat up. So he’s done 
a terrific job. I’m really happy he’s here.”

Still, it’s hard to ignore the Orioles’ 
struggles this season. The pitching staff 
is allowing home runs at a record pace, 
the bullpen has coughed up games and 
the offense has been up and down.

Losing games also wears on the play-
ers.

“It’s tough. It’s very tough,” infield-
er Hanser Alberto said of the losing. 
“You’ve got to turn the page and be 
ready for the next day. It happens. We’re 
facing a lot of good teams.”

There have also been some break-
downs with fundamentals, such as out-
fielders throwing to the wrong base, 
costly errors on routine plays and baser-
unners getting picked off in inopportune 
moments. This is an area that has been 
particularly frustrating to Hyde mainly 
because of all the work that is done be-
hind the scenes to prevent those types 
of gaffes. 

“We’re out early almost every single 
day,” Hyde said. “I think we do more 
ground ball team fundamental stuff 
than I’ve probably ever seen in the big 
leagues, just because of the youth and 
inexperience we have at this level.”

These are 
the growing pains 
Elias expected when he 
took over the club. Hyde 
also understands the long-term plan 
and is not going to jeopardize the ulti-
mate goal for short-term success. The 
Cubs went 61-101 in 2012, the year Hyde 
joined the organization, and won 66 and 
73 games the next two years. Chicago 
then earned four straight playoff ap-
pearances from 2015-2018.  

“I have seen the light-at-the-end-of-
the-tunnel type of situation,” Hyde said. 
“I feel like this is where we’re at right 
now.”

There have been strides made this 
season, and the Orioles have several 
young players starting to show they can 
make an impact at the major-league 
level.

However, there is plenty of evaluation 
remaining, and the rebuilding project is 
far from finished. The club is still head-
ing in the right direction, according to 

Elias. 
“There have been good things this 

year so far with the major-league team’s 
play,” Elias said. “The win-loss record is 
not one of those good things. It is what 
it is right now. We’d like to see it get bet-
ter. We’d like to play at a little better win 
clip than this, but there are guys that are 
having good seasons. 

“I’m not going to run down the list, 
but there are guys who are playing well, 
there are young players taking steps 
forward, there are guys getting, re-
ally, their first extended taste of major-
league play here who have come in from 
other organizations, waiver claims, what 
have you, that are possibly establishing 
themselves as major-league players, and 
that’s good to see that here.” •

 ORIOLES REPORT

  Todd Karpovich
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ALL PRO BUSINESS SERVICES

here will be no attempt 
to sugarcoat this one. 
Consider it a PSA, one 
of those public service 
announcements to bring 
attention to a worthy 
cause.

The timing is perfect. 
The National Baseball Hall of Fame and 
Museum is celebrating its 80th anniversary, 
and this story is all about the experiences 
and benefits of having even the remotest of 
connections to its hallowed grounds. If you’d 
like to call it a “puff” piece, be my guest.

If you are a fan of baseball and its Hall 
of Fame, chances are you’ll enjoy what fol-
lows. If you’re one of those who thinks it’s 
just a glorified museum ... well, chances are 
you’ll turn the page -- or click another link. 
If you’re in that second group, however, 
be advised that the museum is merely the 
building that houses the plaques. The Hall 
of Fame itself is as unique a fraternity as 
you’re likely to find, and even the slightest 
connection has its rewards.

In the seven decades that I’ve been in-
volved in this business, I’ve stored count-
less cards from countless organizations 
in a seldom-used rolodex. The only one I 
carry and treasure more than my lifetime 
card from the Baseball Writers’ Associa-
tion of America -- and the only one I pay 
for -- is the one that identifies my annual 
membership in the Baseball Hall of Fame.

There are a lot of perks in this business, 
and for me personally the idea for this col-
umn arrived with one of the ones I get from 
my Hall of Fame membership. It came 
via the latest edition of “Memories and 
Dreams,” the Hall of Fame magazine that 
subscribers get six times a year and never 

fails to deliver engaging and enlightening 
stories about the game.

This summer issue of “M&D” could be 
subtitled “Trains, Planes and Games,” as 
two of its articles chronicled how baseball 
and railroads came of age together and 
how future Hall of Famer Bob Feller helped 
move baseball toward air travel with an 
innovative barnstorming tour featuring 
Major League and Negro League All-Star 
teams.

In the jet age we live in today, there 
is only a minority of fans who remember 
that the “original 16” baseball teams were 
concentrated in basically the upper quad-
rant of the United States. Even with Bos-
ton, Philadelphia, Chicago and St. Louis 
each having two teams, the New York 
metro area three along with single teams 
in Washington, Pittsburgh, Cleveland, De-
troit and Cincinnati, travel was a major 
priority.

Convenient travel made baseball and 
trains necessary partners, which Steve 
Buckley highlighted in his story, “Dia-

monds and Railroads,” detailing how re-
gional rail service was a catalyst for the 
early years of baseball. Sunday double-
headers and Monday off days were at least 
partially the product of the baseball-rail-
road partnership.

Though the storytellers are long gone, 
tales of train travel during baseball’s early 
years have endured, sometimes evoking 
feelings of nostalgia. And the feeling isn’t 
completely lost, as teams still occasionally 
use trains in the Eastern Corridor, espe-
cially on trips that move teams between 
New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore and 
Washington.

Before train travel became almost ob-
solete, it was Feller, a Navy veteran but an 
enthusiastic aviator, who helped introduce 
air travel -- much to the chagrin of some 
owners at the time. In addition to being the 
best pitcher of his time, Feller was also a 
shrewd businessman, as Bill Francis high-
lighted in another “Memories and Dreams” 
story.

Having missed almost four full years 

while serving in the Navy during World War 
II, Feller put together what was probably 
the most exhausting and innovative barn-
storming trip ever following the 1946 sea-
son. It was his first full year following the 
end of the war, and Feller compiled a 26-15 
record while pitching a staggering total of 
371 innings.

For an encore, and reportedly an extra 
$80,000, he put together a 35-game barn-
storming tour that featured “Bob Feller’s 
All-Stars” against “Satchel Paige’s All-
Stars.” Games were played in 27 cities 
starting Sept. 30 and went coast to coast, 
so train travel was out of the question.

Feller chartered two DC3 airplanes to 
transport the teams around the country 
and, even though tickets were in the $2-$4 
range, most if not all participants made 
more than they did the entire season. “Bul-
let Bob” or “Rapid Robert” (take your pick) 
got the promoter’s share. Despite those 371 
innings he threw during the regular sea-
son, Feller earned his money by pitching to 
at least a few hitters in every game except 
for one he had to miss because of a previ-
ous commitment.

He made a few owners nervous in the 
process (Ted Williams and Hal Newhous-
er were reportedly paid $10,000 to skip 
the junket), but in addition to padding 
his bankroll, Feller introduced air travel 
to baseball more than a decade before it 
would become the new norm.

So where are we going here? Remem-
ber, it’s a Public Service Announcement. 
Here comes the pitch:

Those are just two of the many high-
lights in the latest edition of “Memories 
and Dreams,” my must-read six times a 
year. The subscription comes with any level 
of membership in baseball’s Hall of Fame, 
which starts at $50 per year. The magazine 
itself is worth it -- all the other perks are a 
bonus.

Oh yeah, one other thing -- membership 
includes free admission to the Baseball 
Hall of Fame and Museum. For a year. 

Ever been to Cooperstown? You should 
go. Your first trip will be unforgettable. It 
will make you want to go again.

Looking for a destination? It’ll be the 
road trip of a lifetime.

Guaranteed. •

Jim Henneman can be reached at 
JimH@pressboxonline.com

 UPON FURTHER REVIEW

  Jim Henneman  

PSA: Become A Member Of The 
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wo exciting things hap-
pened for the Orioles dur-
ing the 2018-19 offseason, 
with the first being the 
hiring Mike Elias as the 
team’s executive vice presi-
dent and general manager 
in November. The second, 

however, had no impact on the future success 
of the franchise but was a win for fans none-
theless: Former right-handed pitcher Mike 
Mussina, in his sixth year on the Baseball 
Writers’ Association of America ballot, was 
elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame. It never 
should have taken six years ... but better late 
than never.

During Mussina’s career (1991-2008), the 
list of pitchers who were better and more reli-
able was short. Drafted in 1990 and promoted 
to the Orioles in August 1991, he never pitched 
fewer than 152 innings in any of the following 
17 seasons. He never won a Cy Young, but he 
did finish second in 1999 and in the top five 
six times. 

Mussina finished with an ERA Minus 
above 100 just four times, and only once was 
his ERA Minus above 102. ERA Minus is a 
league- and park-adjusted version of ERA 
in which 100 is league average and the lower 
the number, the better. He also never finished 
with a FIP Minus above 93. FIP Minus is like 
ERA Minus, but it’s based on FIP -- Field-
ing Independent Pitching -- which attempts 
to estimate a pitcher’s ERA by focusing on 
strikeouts, walks, hit by pitches and home 
runs allowed. He also never completed a full 
season below 2.6 wins above replacement, ac-
cording to FanGraphs.

Between 1990 and 2010, Mussina’s 81.2 
fWAR places him fifth out of 490 qualified 
starters. Only four starters threw more in-
nings. Just six accumulated more strikeouts. 
Among the 47 pitchers who threw at least 
2,000 innings during that span, his ERA Mi-
nus of 82 is tied for 13th best on a list that 
includes some of the game’s all-time great 
starters, including Pedro Martinez, Roger 
Clemens, Roy Halladay, Greg Maddux, Ran-
dy Johnson, Curt Schilling and John Smoltz. 
His FIP Minus of 79 is 10th. 

It doesn’t take a Hall of Fame induction 
to recognize that Mussina’s rightful place 
among his peers is secure, but nonetheless, 
it’s still a notable achievement. And yet, his 
standing looks even more absurd when com-
pared to just Orioles starting pitchers. Mus-
sina accumulated 46.7 fWAR with the Orioles 
from 1991-2000. Baltimore’s next closest start-
ing pitcher dating back to 1990 is Scott Erick-
son at 18.8. 

It’s even more comical when looking at 

all Orioles starters since 2000. During that 
time frame, the fWAR leader is Erik Bedard 
at 15.4. Just two Orioles -- Bedard and Sidney 
Ponson (13.7) -- surpass the 10-fWAR mark. 
And despite pitching just one season during 
this period of time -- in 2000 before he joined 
the New York Yankees -- Mussina (6.4) ranks 
ninth. That’s all it took to make the top 10. 
From 2001-2018, without the benefit of having 
Mussina around, Orioles starters ranked last 
in the majors in fWAR, ERA, FIP and innings 
pitched.

Throughout Orioles history, there’s Jim 
Palmer (56.6 fWAR) and Mussina, and then 
there’s everybody else. After 2000, Mussina 
went on to pitch another eight seasons in 
New York -- and he did very well, racking up 
another 34.5 fWAR.

Disappointment in free agency is part of 
the territory when it comes to Orioles fan-
dom, but losing Mussina to the Yankees was 
particularly brutal. The Yankees offered Mus-
sina two things the Orioles didn’t -- more 
money and a chance to win -- and he jumped 
at the offer and left Baltimore. 

No one could truly blame Mussina’s ratio-
nale for leaving, though they could, and still 
do, blame majority owner Peter Angelos. It 
didn’t help that, as reported by Joe Strauss 
of The Baltimore Sun, Angelos said of Muss-
ina’s departure: “I don’t believe people come 
out to watch individual performances. Base-
ball is a team game; it’s not an individual star 
game.” A statement like that packs a lot less 
punch considering the pitching staffs the 
Orioles have put together since Mussina left 
town.

While the Orioles continue to search for 
the next Mussina -- or even someone in the 
same vicinity of his ability -- he’ll enter the 
Hall of Fame in July, and the hat on his plaque 
will not include a team logo. While some Ori-
oles fans were disappointed in the decision, it 
doesn’t take anything away from his excellent 
career and how much fun it was to watch him 
pitch. 

It also doesn’t make his knuckle-curve-
balls dance any less in retrospect, nor does 
it make his pitching delivery any less picture-
perfect. 

“You try to give kids a Mike Mussina wind-
up,” Jim Palmer once told Tyler Kepner of 
The New York Times, “so they never get hurt, 
they throw the ball over the plate, everybody 
likes them and they like what they’re doing.”

And it doesn’t take away the joy -- and an-
guish -- of watching him come tantalizingly 
close to throwing multiple perfect games.

Fans can only dream that the Orioles 
develop another starting pitcher who can 
find even half as much success as Mus-
sina did. If they do, maybe they’ll keep him 
around this time. •

 INSIDE THE NUMBERS
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    LACROSSE REPORT

oments after Loyola was eliminated by top-
seeded Penn State in the NCAA national 
quarterfinals, Pat Spencer was flooded with 
memories as he slowly walked off the field. 

The Greyhounds’ senior attackman had 
a drop-the-mic moment in that final game, 
finishing with five goals and six assists for a 
career-high 11 points in a 21-14 loss.

That performance capped a stellar career that would reso-
nate beyond that muggy afternoon in May. 

Two weeks later, Spencer became the first Loyola men’s la-
crosse player to receive the Tewaaraton Award as the nation’s 
top player.

“It was definitely a sad feeling,” Spencer said of his last 
game. “Thinking about all of the good times that I’ve had with 
friends, family and coaches definitely made it a bittersweet 
moment. In the exact moment I didn’t have time to think 
about the accomplishments. I just thought more about the 
people around me. What stands out the most is the people 
that I shared so many great moments with. I’ve had so many 
great teammates and I just can’t thank everyone involved 
enough.” 

The Boys’ Latin alum finished his career as the all-time 
leader in assists in NCAA Division I history (231) and second 
in career points (380). He also set Patriot League and school 
records in career points and assists. He finished second at 
Loyola in goals (149), a total that is fourth in conference his-
tory.

Spencer became the first Loyola player to be named the 
Lt. Raymond J. Enners Most Outstanding Player of the Year 
by the United States Intercollegiate Lacrosse Association. He 
was also one of two first-team All-Americans for the Grey-
hounds, becoming a four-time All-American in the process -- a 
first in Loyola and Patriot League history.

Spencer might have had his best season for the Grey-

hounds as a senior, enhancing an already stellar legacy. He 
broke his own school and conference records for points (114) 
and assists (65), becoming the first player in school history to 
score 100 or more points in a single campaign. It came one 
year after notching the first 90-plus point season at Loyola. 
Spencer became the first player in Patriot League history to 
earn Offensive Player of the Year and All-Patriot League First 
Team recognition all four seasons in the sport.

“It has been a joy to watch the development of Pat through 
high school and his final lacrosse game collegiately,” Loyola 
coach Charley Toomey said. “People see what Pat brings to 
the program on the field, but as the head coach, I appreciate 
everything that he has brought to Loyola lacrosse in the class-
room and in the locker room.

“Pat has lived in a fishbowl since his freshman year. Watch-
ing him handle those moments both on and off the field has 
been remarkable. He came to us as a player, but he is leaving 
as a coach on the field for Loyola. We both played for [former 
Boys’ Latin coach] Bobby Shriver, and for Pat to stay local 
and have his parents and grandparents at scrimmages and 
games was something that was very special to him, and it 
means so much to us, too.”

Spencer scored a career-high 49 goals as senior, which 
ranks sixth in school single-season history. He was most dan-
gerous against the nation’s best teams. Spencer combined for 
26 goals and 29 assists against eventual national champion 
Virginia, Johns Hopkins, Towson, Duke, Georgetown, Army 
West Point, Syracuse, Penn State and Rutgers -- all of which 
rank among the nation’s top teams.

“For a young man as tall and as big as he is, his ability to 
move and utilize a defender’s pressure to his advantage is ex-
tremely impressive,” Penn State coach Jeff Tambroni said. 
“[Spencer] probably combines the best of all attributes and 
becomes a really dangerous cover because he’s not limited to 
just one skill set of a feeder or just a dodger or just a shooter. 
He really covers the gamut.”

Spencer was drafted in the first round (seventh overall) 
of the 2019 Major League Lacrosse Draft by the Chesapeake 
Bayhawks. He was also taken as the first overall pick by the 
Archers LC in the inaugural draft of the Premier Lacrosse 
League. 

For now, Spencer has put his pro lacrosse career on hold to 
play college basketball next season for Northwestern. Spencer 
has one year of eligibility remaining to play basketball. As a 
graduate transfer, he will be eligible to play during the 2019-20 
season.

“As far as lacrosse goes, I’m not sure what my future 
holds,” Spencer said. “I’m more so focused on this next year 
and then I think I will see what I want to do. As of now noth-
ing is ruled out.”

Spencer has the size (6-foot-3, 205 pounds) and athleticism 
to make an impact for a Big Ten basketball program. He is 
not a novice to the sport; he spends his summers playing in 
the ultra-competitive Annapolis Summer Basketball League 
at Truxtun Park.

“I don’t have any personal goals as far as numbers,” Spen-
cer said before committing to Northwestern. “That’s never 
been my thing. I’m more focused on improving certain aspects 
of my game in order to help whatever team I end up on suc-
ceed. My hope for college basketball is the same as lacrosse, 
and that’s to win a national title. I don’t know however if I’ll be 
able to play at Truxtun Park, as I’ll probably spend most of my 
summer on the campus that I end up at.”

Spencer played varsity basketball at Boys’ Latin, where 
he averaged 14.3 points and 8.1 rebounds per game. Spencer’s 
brother, Cam, recently graduated from Boys’ Latin and will 
play basketball at Loyola.

“One of the best things with Pat departing is that we 
know he will always remain close to our program and Loyola,” 
Toomey said, “especially while he is in the stands for the next 
four years watching his brother, Cam, play for our men’s bas-
ketball team.”

Spencer enjoyed his time at Loyola beyond lacrosse. He 
appreciated the academic and social aspects of the school. 
Now, he’s ready for the next adventure. 

“Overall, my academic and social experiences at Loyola 
were incredible,” he said. “They were both so incredible be-
cause of the amazing relationships that I had while attending 
Loyola. I’m just thankful that I was able to spend four years of 
my life at this incredible place.”

Loyola appreciates his contributions to the school and 
men's lacrosse program. The Tewaaraton Award will hold a 
special place for the school. 

“This is an incredible honor for Pat as the deserving recipi-
ent of the Tewaaraton,” Loyola athletic director Donna Wood-
ruff said. “It has been our pleasure to share in Pat’s career as 
an exceptional student and athlete at Loyola University Mary-
land and we are thrilled at his selection as the first Greyhound 
to be recognized as the nation’s top lacrosse player. 

“I know I speak for all past, present and future Greyhounds 
in extending my sincere congratulations to Pat on his impres-
sive career and in celebrating this well-deserved honor.” •

Tewaaraton Award Caps 
Pat Spencer’s Loyola Lacrosse 
Career As Basketball Looms
 Todd Karpovich
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econds after Maryland secured its fourth 
women’s lacrosse national championship 
in the last six seasons, Terrapin players ran 
en masse toward the stands at Homewood 
Field.

They jumped in among the most exuber-
ant Maryland supporters in Johns Hopkins’ 
plush lacrosse palace and continued their 

celebration of the 12-10 Memorial Day weekend “Revenge 
Tour” win against Boston College in the title tilt.

Boston College had ended the 2018 Terrapins’ season in 
the national semifinals. This year in the semifinals Maryland 
blasted Northwestern -- the only team to beat the Terrapins in 
2019 -- with a 25-13 victory.

Celebrating the Terrapins’ 15th overall championship, 
there in seats -- though they rarely actually sat -- was a large 
group who understood the stakes, the pressure and the pure 
joy of championship weekend better than most. There were 
about 50 Maryland women’s lacrosse alumni in one field-level 
section, though there were more in the stadium.

That the 2019 team, which finished 22-1, turned and ran so 
quickly to embrace their predecessors in the program spoke 
volumes about what recently-minted National Lacrosse Hall 
of Fame coach and, you guessed it, Maryland alumnus Cathy 
Reese has going in College Park, Md.

“We fed off their energy,” Reese said. “Besides chanting 
our names half the time [during the games], their energy and 
support for the University of Maryland is powerful, and that 
speaks volumes to their experiences that they’ve had through 
their time. We needed them.” 

If there’s a lesson to be learned from all this, it’s that cham-
pionships beget championships. It has worked for the New 
England Patriots, who have established a winning culture, 
and ditto the Golden State Warriors. 

The same can perhaps be said for Maryland women’s la-
crosse, though more challengers have emerged lately as more 
and more young athletes pick up a stick and do anything but 
walk softly. Using the lacrosse-loving Old Line State as a re-
cruiting base, the Terrapins year after year are on top or near 
the top of their sport. Of the 38 players on the 2019 roster, 29 
hailed from Maryland, as did many of those alumni in the 
stands.

Senior Julia Braig (St. Paul’s), the Big Ten Defender of 
the Year, led the charge to the alumni. Senior and scoring ace 

Caroline Steele (Severn) was there quickly, too, as were defen-
sive dynamos Lizzie Colson (Manchester Valley) and Meghan 
Doherty (Mt. Hebron). Doherty, a redshirt junior, turned in 
one of the biggest plays in the championship against Boston 
College, drawing a charge on national scoring leader Sam 
Apuzzo with 1:10 remaining. Of Apuzzo’s 94 goals this season, 
only two came against Maryland in the Eagles’ lone meeting 
with the Terps.

Goalie Megan Taylor (Glenelg), the NCAA Tourna-
ment’s Most Outstanding Player, was the focal point of the 
on-field celebration, with teammates rushing to her as time 
expired. The senior had 10 saves against BC, as the Terps 
held the high-scoring Eagles nearly seven goals below their 
average. She had 24 saves in the final two games combined. 
Less than a week later, Taylor became the first goalkeeper, 
female or male, to earn the Tewaaraton Award as lacrosse’s 
top player.

The Terrapins have forged a run under Reese that has seen 
them reach the last 11 Final Fours, play in eight title games and 
come away with the biggest piece of hardware five times, in-
cluding twice in the last three years. The hugs between young 
alumni and current players continued a lacrosse lineage that 
goes back to when Reese was a player for Cindy Timchal, who 
once won seven straight titles at Maryland before giving way 
to her protégé.

And it all begs the question: How do the Terrapins do it? 
It’s not that Reese keeps secrets, but she does have trouble 

tooting her own horn. That’s OK, but how was this for a week 
for a coach: She won her fifth national championship, claimed 
her 300th and 301st career wins on the sport’s grandest stage 
in the Terrapins’ Baltimore backyard, and was named to the 
Lacrosse Hall of Fame.

Obviously she has quite a sales pitch for lacrosse’s most 
sought-after recruits, so many of whom are within a short Col-
lege Park commute. But that’s one thing. Melding together 
teams that compete for titles every year is another.

And it seems the answer might be so simple that you’d 
think more teams would take the same tact. Hang around 
Maryland women’s lacrosse for a while and the constant 
seems to be everyone is having a good time.

Reese’s approach is to create an environment where all this 
talent can grow and thrive and enjoy the competition with one 
another and ultimately, keep the fun going when the whistle 
blows on game day.

“Being able to have fun, play loose with all your best friends 
day in and day out, whether it’s practice or it’s a game, every 

single time I set foot on the field with this team, we’re just hav-
ing fun,” Steele said after the championship. “You can’t put 
the feeling into words.”

The Terrapins tried to find the words after this champi-
onship, but talking about the fabric of this family made most 
misty. Reese broke down after hearing how so many of her 
players had said playing for her was the best four years of their 
lives.

“This season, in particular, has just been such an amazing 
time,” senior Jen Giles (Mt. Hebron) said. “We’re such a fam-
ily. We started from Day One working for each other, playing 
for each other and having that carry through all season. We 
had so much fun together and celebrated every moment.”

The one bump in the road came when conference archrival 
Northwestern beat the Terrapins, 16-11, in the Big Ten tourna-
ment championship. Then again, that kick in the rear proved 
well timed heading into the NCAA Tournament.

Junior attacker Kali Hartshorn scored back-to-back goals 
to trigger an 8-0 run to put away the Wildcats in the national 
semifinals, a game delayed by Boston College and North Car-
olina’s double-overtime thriller and an untimely clock mal-
function. Though the Terrapins didn’t wrap their game until 
late May 24, they had to come back ready to go for the noon 
championship May 26.

Reese’s program shined brightest with this further bit of 
adversity. Maryland’s defense shut down the Eagles’ offense, 
holding BC to a season-low 10 goals, and blanketed the most 
explosive scoring team in the country.

The Terrapins cleared 23 of 24 attempts after making stops 
against an aggressive, hard-riding squad coached by Mary-
land alum Acacia Walker-Weinstein. Maryland found offense 
even with leading scorer Erica Evans held scoreless, and her 
partners in crime up front, Giles and Steele, combining for 
just four goals.

Reese and the defenders, who turned in their best game 
of the season, credited assistant coach Lauri Kenis with the 
great defensive plan to stifle the Eagles’ offense. Giles raved 
about the treatment from the trainers May 25 to prepare the 
team for the title game.

“Mandatory nap time by Cathy Reese,” blurted out Steele, 
laughter beginning to replace tears of joy at the NCAA cham-
pionship dais.

All in all, it was another highly successful year for the Ter-
rapins en route to Reese’s ultimate goals.

“I want everyone that comes through and plays for me to 
graduate and go on and say these were the best four years,” an 
emotional Reese said. “I look back at my experience. I gradu-
ated in 1998, and playing for Maryland were the best four years 
of my life. That’s friendships. ... I had amazing coaches and 
now I have the opportunity to impact these players and their 
experiences.”

And to impact the entire world of lacrosse, turns out. •

Maryland Women’s Lacrosse: 
Where Fun Meets Winning
 Mike Ashley
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Maryland women's lacrosse celebrates 2019 national title
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Cathy Reese



ast summer, UMBC outfielder Mallory Pol-
lack waited for her softball team’s future to 
walk through the door. 

Chris Kuhlmeyer had already been inter-
viewed once for the Retrievers’ head coach-
ing job, which was open for the second time 
in four years. But now it was time for him to 

be questioned by Pollack and infielder Imani Dawson, both of 
whom were part of UMBC’s search committee. 

Like the other members of the search committee, Pollack 
had questions -- about 30 in all -- written down on a piece of pa-
per. They were generic ones like, “What’s your coaching style?”

But the main question everyone from the administration 
to the players had on their minds was if Kuhlmeyer could sta-
bilize a turbulent program and win.

The previous three years had been full of uncertainty for 
Pollack and the rest of the upperclassmen. Longtime coach 
Joe French unexpectedly retired after the 2016 season, and 
Heather Gelbard coached the team from 2017-2018 before 
moving on. The Retrievers went 12-31 in 2018.

Kuhlmeyer immediately impressed Pollack, at the time 
a rising senior, and Dawson, a rising sophomore. And nine 
months later, as the Retrievers claimed the America East title, 
all the uncertainty that had shrouded the program was a dis-
tant memory.

“I just definitely think Coach K is the perfect fit for this pro-
gram,” Pollack said.

UMBC went 4-0 in the America East tournament to win 
its first conference championship in program history, which 
capped off its first winning season in five years. With help from 
a talented young core led by freshman left-handed pitcher 
Courtney Coppersmith, the Retrievers earned their first-ever 
NCAA Tournament berth.

“It’s been a joy for me just to ... take over a program like 
UMBC and turn it around with just good people and having 
fun with them,” Kuhlmeyer said. “It’s an experience I’ll never 
forget.”

The Retrievers were eliminated from the NCAA Tour-
nament with losses to Oklahoma and Notre Dame, but the 
losses didn’t sting the players that much. They had set a prec-
edent for their program and started a new tradition for future 

players to build upon.
“I’m sad that I can’t spend another season with this group 

of girls,” Pollack said. “But it makes me happy knowing that 
I’m leaving on this successful note, because knowing that I 
and the other two seniors left a really good mark on this pro-
gram is a really good feeling.”

COPPERSMITH IS 
‘WHOLE PACKAGE’
Kuhlmeyer didn’t know much about Coppersmith when 

he officially took over the program, but it didn’t take long for 
him, and the rest of Division I softball, to see what the previ-
ous coaching staff saw in her.

When a new coach inherits the previous coach’s recruits, 
it can be difficult to determine if the same players fit the new 
coach’s vision for the team, and a slew of decommitments can 
occur after the leadership transition. Even if certain players 
check all the boxes for the new coach, they might have moved 
on to another school.

That wasn’t the case with Coppersmith, and it paid off for 
her and for UMBC.

“It’s very rare,” Kuhlmeyer said of keeping a player of Cop-
persmith’s caliber. “Give the credit to the previous staff. They 
did a good job of selling the school and the role she could have 
here. Coming in as a first-year coach and having a pitcher like 
that is big time. It’s rare to have a player like that stay close to 
home, go to a school like UMBC and put them on the map.”

From the time Coppersmith stepped into the circle against 
Delaware Feb. 10, she has been a force for the team. The York, 
Pa., native finished the year with a 1.97 ERA and 21 wins. She 
led all Division I freshmen with 346 strikeouts, and she led the 
country in strikeouts per seven innings.

Oh, and she threw a perfect game against Binghamton 
March 31.

“It’s hard to explain something like that because it doesn’t 
happen very much,” Coppersmith said. “But it was great. We 
had a lot of strong defensive plays behind me that just helped 
ensure the perfect game.”

Coppersmith’s 18-strikeout performance was the second 
perfect game in program history and the first that lasted lon-
ger than five innings (it went six). She also went 3-for-3 with 
three RBIs to help lock up the team’s first series win against 
Binghamton since 2009

The perfect game was one of five no-hitters she threw in 
2019.

“It’s amazing to play behind a powerhouse pitcher like her,” 
Pollack said. “She has that killer instinct that she’s going to 
take down these batters, whether it’s putting the ball in play 
or striking them out. I don’t even have words. It was just really 
awesome to see, and she’s such a great person, which makes 
it even better.”

Coppersmith, who posted 10 strikeouts in her first appear-
ance with the team, quickly became a centerpiece of UMBC’s 
success.

“Believe it or not, being an important part of the team can 
put a lot of pressure on you and you take responsibility for 
things that aren’t necessarily in your control,” Coppersmith 
said. “But you have to realize that we’re going to make plays 
and sometimes we’re not. It’s just the whole game of softball.”

And the scariest part, at least for her opponents, is that 
her coaches and teammates believe she is going to get better.

“She’s got a lot of room for growth,” Kuhlmeyer said. “It’s 
going to be crazy to see what she looks like after the summer 
working on some of the things we talked about in our exit in-
terview. But for her to come in and do some of the things she’s 
doing is a rare thing. You don’t see it very often.”

UNPRECEDENTED SUCCESS
Coppersmith and the Retrievers won their first three 

games of the America East tournament in West Hartford, 
Conn., which led to a matchup between fourth-seeded UMBC 
and second-seeded Stony Brook May 11. With a win, the Re-
trievers would win the conference. Stony Brook, which had 
swept UMBC during the regular season, needed to beat the 
Retrievers twice to win the double-elimination tournament.

After playing well for most of the season, UMBC hit a 
rough patch to end the regular season. They closed out April 
by losing six of seven games, and that included two shutouts 
and a blowout loss to Albany.

Things quickly changed for the team in May, though. The 
Retrievers won five of their six games during the month head-
ing into May 11.

One of those wins was against Stony Brook the previous 
day, but Stony Brook had always seemed to give UMBC more 
trouble than it could handle.

“They have this swagger attitude that’s honestly pretty in-
timidating,” Pollack said. “And they’re really good players with 
great hitters and a great pitching staff.”

The Retrievers needed to beat Stony Brook one more time 
to claim the championship, and they more than stepped up to 
the challenge.

Coppersmith threw her second-best game of the tourna-
ment, allowing three hits and striking out 10 batters. A swing 
and miss from Stony Brook’s Chloe Vangorder in the seventh 
sealed the game, and the Retrievers walked away with a 4-0 
win, a championship trophy and an automatic berth to the 
NCAA Tournament.

The next week was full of excitement for the players, par-
ticularly because their first game in the NCAA Tournament 
was against Oklahoma, then ranked No. 1 in the nation, in 
Norman, Okla.

“That was insane,” Pollack said. “I was surrounded by a 
crowd. It was so loud I couldn’t even hear our coach give pitch-
ing signals.”

It also gave them the chance to be on the same field as a 
team recognized as one of the perennially great softball pro-
grams.

“It’s crazy,” Coppersmith said. “You’re on live TV, you’re 
playing against people that, for me, you’ve looked up to since 
freshman and sophomore year of high school. And the fact 
that you’re playing them now is completely mind-blowing.”

Pollack and the rest of the 2019 seniors will be gone next 
year, but Coppersmith and the young Retrievers will look to 
continue the success they had this year. That progression is 
what Coppersmith knows will take them from being a one-
time champion to a consistent contender.

“The fact that this was our first year with a new coach and 
a bunch of freshmen coming in and seeing how successful we 
all were gives us a great foundation to build off of,” she said. 
“We’ll continue to play with that same drive, that same team-
work that we have this year and go off of that.”

Led By First-Year Coach And 
Star Freshman, UMBC Softball 
Rises To Unprecedented Heights
 Zach Selby
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UMBC after winning the 2019 America East title



he Calvert Hall boys and McDonogh 
girls each won their conference la-
crosse titles, but they came at it from 
different directions.

Bryan Kelly’s Calvert Hall team was 
trying to be the first team to win the 
Maryland Interscholastic Athletic As-

sociation A Conference title three years in a row. The 
Cardinals got the job done. 

McDonogh had a different focus this season. The Ea-
gles saw their 198-game winning streak that stretched 
throughout nine seasons end with a loss to Notre 
Dame Prep in the Interscholastic Athletic Associa-
tion of Maryland A Conference title game last spring. 
McDonough brought in former superstar Taylor Cum-
mings, who was a dominant player for the Eagles and 
at the University of Maryland, to be its new head coach. 
McDonogh was starting over again, but the Eagles still 
achieved their goal.

Calvert Hall finished 17-1 overall and closed the sea-
son on a 15-game winning streak. The Cardinals also 
pulled off the tough feat of going undefeated in the 
MIAA A Conference during regular-season play.

But winning the crown for a third straight season 
was not something Kelly talked about and the team 
used as a major goal -- far from it, in fact. 

“I’ve never talked about winning championships,” 
Kelly said. “I’ve just focused on the process and do 
what we do. I talked about the three-peat once, and 
that was just before the playoffs.”

Actually, the Cardinals’ theme for 2019 was sim-
ply the word “gratitude.” Kelly wanted his team to be 
grateful and to play the game they loved with joy.

They didn’t create a lot of joy for opposing teams. 
Junior Daniel Kelly (42 goals, 30 assists) helped spark 
the team’s offense and has committed to North Caro-
lina. Seniors Jack Sawyer (40, 28, Maryland) and Grant 
Mitchell (32, 21, Ohio State) and junior Cole Herbert 
(16, 39, North Carolina) also played big roles.

“No one cared who scored; they were just great 
teammates, very unselfish,” Bryan Kelly said. “I think 
we were a very complete team. The ultimate thing is we 
were really a team.”

The Cardinals showed that with their performance 
in the championship game, a 15-7 victory against St. 
Mary’s. There were 14 assists on Calvert Hall’s 15 goals.

As for next year, Kelly said he doesn’t feel pressure 
to win a fourth straight title. He took over the program 
in 1996 and has won five championships and is grateful 
for what his teams have accomplished, especially dur-
ing the last three years.

“I didn’t feel pressure to win three; I don’t think that 
way,” Kelly said. “I understand what this league is -- 
you just let the chips fall where they may. [This team] 
worked really hard. They really love one another and 
care for one another and take care of one another.”

Cummings faced a bit of a different task at Mc-
Donogh. The Eagles had been the best team in the 
country for several seasons, carrying that long win-

ning streak, and then it ended in a tough championship 
game loss.

So, when Cummings took over, the Eagles were 
primed to start a new chapter.

“They had been through a lot over the past year,” 
Cummings said. “They finally knew what it felt like to 
be on the losing [side]. This year provided the girls 
with a fresh start. It was a nice, clean slate.”

Cummings, who played on two national title teams 
at Maryland, said the Eagles weren’t trying to start 
a new streak. However, the clean slate let McDonogh 
come together as a team as the season went on and fin-
ish 21-0, capping it off with a come-from-behind 5-4 vic-
tory against St. Paul’s in the IAAM A Conference title 
game.

St. Paul’s held a 4-2 lead late in the second half  
before McDonogh seniors Blair Pearre and Emma 
Schettig scored in the final 4:14 of regulation. That 
forced overtime, and the Eagles took the title on a goal 
by junior Izzy Marsh with 14.8 seconds remaining in the 
second sudden-death overtime period.

Cummings said she loved the way her team stayed 
settled during the final minutes.

“The girls were prepared for every situation going 
into the championship,” Cummings said. “When we 
were down, 4-2, with [a little more than] four minutes 
left, there was no panic.”

The coach said she and her staff wanted this team to 
write its own story. 

The Eagles were tested more this season than in 
past years, and they finished with four one-goal victo-
ries (including the title game) plus a two-goal win.  

Cummings said going through all those close games 
helped her players.

“Their bond as a team grew tighter and tighter,” 
Cummings said. “We had a lot of close games. We were 
doing our best to create an environment where they 
could learn and grow and make mistakes. That takes 
some time to develop. I think as the season went on ... 
that developed.”

She said the Eagles got lots of help from several 
good players. Pearre, Schettig, senior Sam Thacker, 
senior Julia Dorsey and junior Kayla Abernathy each 
contributed to the team’s success in different ways.

Cummings, 25, has played for outstanding coaches 
like Chris Robinson, Scott Robinson and Cathy Reese. 
She tried to implement some of what she learned from 
them during her first year guiding the Eagles. In the 
end, she was proud of the way her team came together.

“Where we started was not where we ended, and that 
was the goal,” Cummings said. “I think we improved in-
credibly, very drastically. This year, some of the con-
cepts from the year before that were new and daunting 
[were] easy to handle for the girls. We had a ton of se-
nior leadership that ... really led the way.”

And it helped McDonogh become champions once 
more. •

 VARSITY REPORT

Different Focus, Same Result 
For Calvert Hall Boys’, 
McDonogh Girls’ Lacrosse
 Jeff Seidel
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Calvert Hall boys' lacrosse after winning the 2019 MIAA A Conference
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aryan Patel, a freshman captain on the 
Clarksburg (Md.) High School boys’ vol-
leyball team this spring, was named the 
U.S. Army Impact Player of the Month.

Clarksburg head coach Dawn Dickin-
son nominated Patel for the award.

“I thought it was the fact that the old-
er kids elected him as captain of the team as a freshman. 
I think [that] says a lot for the respect that the kids have 
about him, plus the fact that he’s a perfect 4.0, straight-A 
student,” Dickinson said. “... He’s just doing all the right 
things. He’s respected by his peers. He does it in the class-
room, he does it in the community. His leadership for a kid 
at such a young age is just kind of remarkable.”

Patel, 15, played five years of club volleyball prior to at-
tending Clarksburg, and the sport is a family tradition. His 
oldest sister, Shivani, picked up the sport and enjoyed it, 
which encouraged her siblings to give it a try as well. An-
other sister, Roshni, played for the girls’ team at Clarks-
burg the four years before Aaryan started at the school.

Patel was one of two setters for the Coyotes, who went 
10-4 this spring. He was elected captain by the team along 
with two others; the team was comprised mostly of ju-
niors and seniors. Patel entered his freshman season with 
expectations that he’d contribute to the varsity squad 
right away.

“It was just kind of overwhelming,” Patel said, “be-
cause when I went to my sister’s games, a lot of people 
already knew me there and they had already expected 
things from me, so it was a little nerve-wracking, but it 
worked out fine.”

“People started looking to me for advice whenever 
they would make a mistake or want to know how to im-
prove their game,” Patel added. “I just tried to give them 
as much advice as I could.”

Dickinson said she first noticed Patel taking on a lead-
ership role during an exhibition match early in the sea-
son. Dickinson’s team was trying to integrate new players 
into the fold while learning on the fly; she described her 

players as “a little shell-shocked.” It was Patel, the fresh-
man, who corrected the Coyotes’ rotations while answer-
ing a question from a teammate regarding a play Dickin-
son wanted to run.

“The six kids that I had on the court, he was their go-to 
person,” Dickinson said. “That one instance, he’s helping 
out a new member of the team while answering a ques-
tion for a four-year player of mine at the same time. He 
never got stressed about anything; it didn’t make a differ-
ence what the situation was throughout the season. He 
always remained calm, he always remained steady. And 
no matter what the situation was, he just always seemed 
to be the kid that everyone went to to ask a question or 
look for help.”

Patel will enter his sophomore season as one of the 
top returners for the Montgomery County school. Off the 
court, he’s interested in studying computer science long 
term thanks to a robotics class he took at Clarksburg this 
year. He’s also keeping the door open for opportunities 
with volleyball.

“I’m not sure yet,” Patel said of his future in the sport. 
“Right now I’m leaning more toward no, but if I get a re-
ally good offer from a really good college, then I’ll prob-
ably consider taking it.”

Brayden McClelland, who recently graduated from 
Wilde Lake (Md.) High School after spending all four 
years on the track and cross country teams, was also 
named the U.S. Army Impact Player of the Month.

McClelland joined the U.S. Army immediately after 
graduating from Wilde Lake, but prior to that, he took on 
leadership roles with the track and cross country teams.

“He was ready to take on the challenge of this season, 
his senior year,” his coach, Jason Roberts, said. “He’s nev-
er complained. He always took the freshmen under his 
wing his senior year, encouraged them because I know I 
can be hard on them at times. So he was that balance 
between the sternness of myself, and he was still that stu-
dent leader that they respected. But when he was stern, 
it was in a positive, encouraging role, which caused his 
[teammates] to have personal records every single cross 

country meet this past season.”
Roberts coached McClelland in cross country and 

track as a senior. McClelland ran the usual 5K cross coun-
try events and specialized in the 800-meter, 1-mile and 
2-mile events in track. McClelland’s best events are the 
latter two; he set personal records in each this year. He 
ran 1 mile in less than six minutes, a goal of his coming 
into the year, and ran 2 miles in about 12 minutes, which 
helped him hit his preliminary physical training bench-
mark for the Army.

He took part in the Army Reserve Officers’ Train-
ing Corps during his high school years and now plans to 
serve as a linguist throughout his five-year contract with 
the Army. He took AP Spanish at Wilde Lake and knows 
the French alphabet. McClelland said linguists “can do 
any number of things, whether it’s working overseas with 
trying to communicate with locals or foreign enemy com-
munication that needs translating.”

Learning and teaching foreign languages were a big 
part of the high school experience for McClelland, a 
teacher aide in AP Spanish.

“In the classroom, he is a leader,” Roberts said. “When 
his AP Spanish teacher’s not there, of course they have 
subs, but Brayden is the student who can still teach 
the class without a lesson plan being formally written. 
Though his teacher does write one, Brayden knows where 
they left off, and the kids respect him and respond to him 
when he steps up to teach the class in the absence of his 
teachers.”

While working as a linguist for the Army, McClelland 
also plans on pursuing a career in acting. He was in Wilde 
Lake’s fall show, “Spy School,” and the school’s spring 
musical, “Smokey Joe’s Cafe.” McClelland’s ultimate goal 
is to work in Hollywood.

“These last few years I’ve kind of noticed that I really 
have a passion for entertainment and acting,” McClel-
land said. “All my life, I’ve always enjoyed making people 
laugh, and I’ve enjoyed entertaining them. It’s only been 
recently that I realized I can give it a shot.”

“Performing for people feels really good and it just 
feels right. I feel like I shouldn’t be doing anything else,” 
he added. •

To nominate a student-athlete for the 
U.S. Army Impact Player award,  

visit PressBoxOnline.com/Impact.

  Luke Jackson

Aaryan Patel, Brayden 
McClelland Named U.S. Army 
Impact Players Of The Month
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Aaryan Patel (right)

The Impact Player of the Month Award is given to 

an individual who has impacted his or her team in 

a positive way, both on and off the field. 
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ultiple studies through-
out the past decade have 
considered what the fu-
ture might bring for Bal-
timore’s 57-year-old Roy-
al Farms Arena. Now the 
Greater Baltimore Com-

mittee is taking up the issue.
A GBC workgroup is looking at the 

feasibility of renovating the aging venue 
at 201 W. Baltimore St. as well as the fi-
nancial considerations that would come 
with such a project. The group will also 
look at the option of building a new arena.

It’s the latest push to figure out 
what to do with the arena, which con-
tinues to rank among the top venues 
of its size in the region despite its out-
dated infrastructure. GBC CEO Don-
ald C. Fry and others say the arena 
has the potential to draw even more 
people and bigger events -- boosting 
tourism in the city -- if it’s modernized.

“We’d certainly like to see it be a very 
active center of engagement for people 
in the entire region and have more activ-
ities that will bring more vibrancy to the 
downtown,” Fry said. “Currently, it’s do-
ing pretty well -- but that doesn’t mean 
if we don’t take steps soon it’s not going 
to be challenged by other arenas around 
the country.”

He said the group would consider a 
range of possibilities for the arena and 
is preparing an analysis of multiple pro-
posals “in anticipation that a new or 
renovated arena will become a priority 
project in the near future among elected 
Baltimore leaders.”

The group held its first official meet-
ing in April 2018 and is chaired by Bill 
McCarthy, the executive director of 
Catholic Charities and a GBC board 
member. Fry said the group is made up 
of about a dozen GBC members and has 
invited other stakeholders to make pre-
sentations about the arena.

The 14,000-seat arena has already 
been the subject of multiple studies 

commissioned by the Maryland Stadium 
Authority. Consulting firm KPMG LLP 
completed a market and economic anal-
ysis of the venue in 2007. A 2012 report 

by Crossroads Consulting Services LLC 
that looked at expanding the nearby 
Baltimore Convention Center also in-
cluded a limited market assessment of 
the arena, and the same firm took a new 
look at the arena as part of an updated 
convention center study released last 
summer. 

The 2018 report recommended 
against incorporating a new arena as 
part of plans for the convention center’s 
expansion, citing the costliness of the 
proposal. Consultants wrote that an up-
date to the venue will likely have to be 
structured as a public-private partner-
ship. •

 SPORTS BUSINESS

Greater Baltimore Committee Studying 
Future Of Royal Farms Arena
  Amanda Yeager 
  Baltimore Business Journal
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 BASEBALL/SOFTBALL 

BABE RUTH BIRTHPLACE AND MUSEUM
The Babe Ruth Birthplace and Museum is located at 216 Emory 
St. in Baltimore, three blocks west of Camden Yards. It’s open 
Monday through Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. until September. 
The museum will stay open until 7 p.m. on the days of Orioles 
home games. Admission is $10 for adults, $8 for seniors and 
military personnel and $5 for children. Visit baberuthmuseum.
org for more information. Also consider making a tax-deductible 
donation. To do so, visit baberuthmuseum.org/donate or call 
410-727-1539, ext. 3012.

MUSEUM OF NEGRO LEAGUES BASEBALL 
Visit the Hubert V. Simmons Museum of Negro Leagues Baseball 
in the Owings Mills branch of the Baltimore County Public 
Library. The museum is named after Bert Simmons, who played 
for the Baltimore Elite Giants. The museum is open daily, and 
admission is free. Volunteers are always welcome. For more infor-
mation, visit smnlbinc.org.

ADULT BASEBALL
Join the Eastern Baltimore County over-40 baseball league, 
which plays with wood bats on 90-foot diamonds. Players of all 
skill levels are encouraged to visit over40baseball.org or call Mike 
Lockett at 410-446-0443.

 BASKETBALL 

VOLO CITY BASKETBALL
Volo City’s Baltimore basketball leagues run throughout the year 
in neighborhoods including Canton, Federal Hill, Mt. Washington 
and more. Men’s and coed leagues present full-court competition 
in a fast-paced, competitive yet social atmosphere. Volo City will 
provide referees and team shirts. Players can register as individu-
als or as part of a team. Teams require at least nine players. For 
more information and to register in a league, visit volocity.org/
baltimore/basketball.

 GOLF 

2019 BALTIMORE AMATEUR CHAMPIONSHIP
The 2019 Baltimore Amateur Championship will be held at Mount 
Pleasant Golf Course Aug. 10 and Pine Ridge Golf Course Aug. 11. 
Registration is open to all amateur golfers with a verifiable USGA 
Index. The field will consist of the first 132 amateur golfers who 
register by 5 p.m. Aug. 2. To compete in the senior division, an 
entrant’s 55th birthday can be no later than Aug. 10. The format 
is stroke play through 36 holes. To register, visit classic5golf.com.

 SOCCER/RUGBY/SQUASH

CRAB KICKERS 
Register now for Crab Kickers fall programs. Crab Kickers, 
powered by Mighty Kicks, is a one-of-a-kind soccer program 
developed to provide a dynamic environment where children can 
develop soccer skills, social skills, coordination, confidence and 
self-esteem built on a solid foundation of fun. For more informa-
tion or to register, visit mightykicksbaltimore.com/index.cfm.

SQUASH
SquashWise provides incentives for middle school students to 
excel academically, athletically and socially, as well as the oppor-
tunity to compete in local and national squash tournaments. No 
squash experience is necessary to become a tutor. Visit baltimor-
esquashwise.org to make your tax-deductible donation. To make 
equipment donations and/or become a volunteer tutor, email 
Abby Markoe at abbym@baltimoresquashwise.org.

RUGBY
The Baltimore-Chesapeake Rugby Football Club, the region’s 
only Division I men’s rugby club, is looking for experienced play-
ers or those new to the game. For more information, email balti-
morechesapeakerugby@gmail.com or visit baltimorerugby.net.

 WALKS/RACES

JUNE 29, JULY 21 AND AUG. 18 -- BCRP 
$5 5K RUN/WALK SERIES
The Baltimore City Recreation and Parks $5 5K Run/Walk 
Series is in its fourth year. Upcoming races include Patterson 
Park (June 29), Carroll Park (July 21) and Canton Waterfront 
Park (Aug. 18). Each race begins at 8 a.m. All races are $5 
and benefit the BCRP’s park programming. To register, visit  
bcrp.baltimorecity.gov/5KSeries.

JULY 4 -- TOWSON 4-MILE RUN
The annual Towson Four on the Fourth 4-mile run and 1,776-
foot family fun run will begin at the Towson courthouse and 
wind through the Towson University campus before ending 
at the courthouse. The race begins at 8:15 a.m. Registration 
for the 4-mile run costs $35 through July 3 and $40 the day 
of the race. The fun run costs $15 in advance and $20 on 
race day. To register, visit runsignup.com/Race/MD/Towson/
Towson4on4thFourMileRunand1776FamilyKidsFunRun.

JULY 4 -- 37TH ANNUAL ARBUTUS 
FIRECRACKER 10K
The race will start at 8 a.m. at Arbutus Middle School and 
pass through several neighborhoods in Arbutus. Registration 
costs $35 through July 3 and $40 on race day. To register, go to 
bullseyerunning.com or find race fliers at Falls Road Running 
in Baltimore, Feet First in Columbia or Tri Sport Junction in 
Sykesville. This year’s race features three college scholarships 

and prize money. For more information, contact Martin Goode 

at 410-218-7262 or runcoach5200@yahoo.com.

JULY 7 -- INDEPENDENCE DAY 4 MILER
The third annual Asics Independence Day 4 Miler will take 

place at the Ma and Pa Trail in Bel Air, Md., at 8 a.m. Runners 

are encouraged to wear red, white and blue. Registration costs 

$35 through July 5 and $40 thereafter. To register, visit runsign-

up.com/Race/MD/BelAir/independenceDay4Milerpresentedby 

IndependentBrewingCompany.

JULY 14 -- SPRING INTO SUMMER 5K
The third annual Spring Into Summer 5K will take place at 

Harford Community College at 8:30 a.m. Registration for ages 18 

and up is $40; $30 for ages 7-17 and free for ages 6 and under. The 

race benefits Athletes Serving Athletes, which supports individu-

als living with a disability who want to race in mainstream run-

ning events. To register, visit runsignup.com/Race/MD/BelAir/

SpringintoSummer5KRunWalk.

JULY 21 -- WOMEN’S DISTANCE FESTIVAL
The Baltimore Road Runners will hold a 5K for women and a kids’ 

fun run for girls ages 8-14 as part of its Christmas in July celebra-

tion. The races will take place at Lake Montebello at 2040 East 

32nd Street in Baltimore. The 5K race begins at 8 a.m. and the fun 

run will start thereafter. The cost to register is $25 for members of 

the Baltimore Road Runners Club and $35 for non-members. The 

kids’ fun run is free. To register for the race, visit brrc.com.

AUG. 3 -- CASEY CARES 5K
The chip-timed run/walk will begin at 8 a.m. at Port Covington in 

Baltimore. Registration costs $45 until Aug. 2 and $50 on race day. 

Registration is $10 for children ages 8 and under. All proceeds ben-

efit Casey Cares, which provides support for families with critically 

ill children. For questions about the race, email erin@caseycares-

foundation.com. To register, visit active.com/baltimore-md/running/

distance-running-races/casey-cares-10th-annual-5k-run-walk-2019.

AUG. 4 -- OUTRUN CANCER 5K
The American Cancer Society’s Outrun Cancer 5K and 1-Mile 

Family Fun Run will begin at 8 a.m. at the Dorsey Center at 

Goucher College. Registration costs $40, and the race benefits 

local American Cancer Society programs. To register, visit main.

acsevents.org/site/TR?pg=entry&fr_id=93950.

AUG. 11 -- BOORDY VINEYARDS 5K
The Charm City Run 5K at Boordy Vineyards begins at 6 p.m. 

at 12820 Long Green Pike in Hydes, Md. Each runner receives a 

T-shirt and entry to a post-race party that includes wine, music 

and food. Registration costs $45 through June 30 and $50 there-
after. Participants are encouraged to arrive at Boordy Vineyards 
by 5:30 p.m. To register, visit runsignup.com/Race/MD/Hydes/
CharmCityRun5KTrailRunatBoordyVineyards.

 OTHER ACTIVITIES

B’MORE FIT
B’more Fit Studio, Inc., located in Windsor Mill, Md., is a nonprofit 
company that aims to empower families with healthy living by pro-
viding fitness and dance programs and services regarding health, 
wellness and nutrition that foster family and community interaction 
and preservation. To find out more about B’More Fit, visit bmore-
fit.com, call 443-579-5805 or email bmore.fit.studios@gmail.com.

 COMMUNITY BEAT

To submit your event listing to
Community Beat, visit

PressBoxOnline.com/Community
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They said it onThey said it on “It’s not so much as leaving, because like I said, I’m 
going to be part of the community, and I’m going to 
be part of this community. Now, it’s my family. It is 
hard, but like I said, football is a small chapter in our 
lives. Eleven years is a great book and the way it end-
ed, you can’t write a better script.”

- During his 2013 introductory news conference after signing with the  
Houston Texans

“I tried to get three days. Ozzie [Newsome] only 
gave me one. I’m like, ‘Ozzie, we need to negotiate 
this a little bit. Let me get three days, or maybe even 
one year!’”

“Ozzie, when I did sign that contract I did look for a 
number.”

- During his retirement news conference in 2015 when he signed a one-day 
contract to retire as a Raven

“I’m hurt, dawg. Don’t ask me if I’m all right. Hell 
naw! [Offensive lineman] Joaquin [Gonzalez] said 
dominate, and we not doin’ it. I’m putting my heart in 
this shit, dawg. Let’s go, man!”

- During his famous halftime speech in the tunnel during the 2001 Miami-
Florida State game 

“I was like a kid in the candy store with no money. You can 
see the candy, but you just can’t get it.”

- In 2002 after being stripped of the ball by Bengals receiver T.J. Housh-
mandzadeh short of the end zone while showboating during an intercep-
tion return

“I never was in jail. But I did some things that prob-
ably would have put me there.”

- To The New Orleans Times-Picayune in 2002 about his difficult upbringing 
(via ESPN The Magazine)

“Women know guys read Cosmo. You know what I’m 
talking about? That magazine? You don’t read it? I 
bought it last night for the first time.”

- Chatting with linebacker Adalius Thomas during practice in a “Ravens 
Wired” segment

“My family will really appreciate this. So would 
my brother. My brother would want us to beat 
Pittsburgh.” 

- In the locker room in January 2011 after he was given the game 
ball following the Ravens’ wild-card playoff win against the Kansas 
City Chiefs just days after his brother Brian’s death

“I’ve got ... two tickets to paradise!” 
- After winning the AFC championship game in 2013 ... and at the Super 
Bowl XLVII send-off rally ... and the Super Bowl XLVII championship pa-
rade ... and his Ring of Honor induction ... and probably somewhere else 
as you’re reading this

“This game was like this season. It started good, it 
got ugly and it ended great. ... I’ve never been 
so happy to do interviews!”

- During his Super Bowl XLVII postgame news conference

REED
ED
They said itThey said it
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was far too young when 
Len Bias passed away to 
have any vivid memories 
of the Maryland legend. 

As I got older, I re-
member asking my father 
to describe Bias to me. 

He struggled for a second and then spat 
out, “Glenn, watching Len Bias was like 
watching poetry on a basketball court. It 
was beautiful.” 

Wow.
I spent much of my adulthood trying to 

determine which athlete might possibly live 
up to such a standard. Some were too vio-
lent, some were too plain and some just sim-
ply weren’t good enough to warrant consid-
eration. But then there was Ed Reed. 

It’s not that difficult to quantify Reed’s 
legacy as a great Baltimore athlete. He was 
poetry in motion. But in a strange way, he 
was so much more even than that. 

In this era, we often have to justify our 

fandom of particular athletes. The entire 
world knows too much about them. Before 
someone can finish asking you who your 
favorite athlete is, they’re immediately pre-
pared with overwhelming ammunition to 
bring your choice down a few pegs. It could 
be their obsession with social media, their 
rap sheet, the disrespectful comments they 
made to an entire group of people, the way 
they shrunk in major moments and/or im-
portant games, how they tried to force them-
selves into the spotlight, being busted for 
steroids, an abrasive relationship with fans 
or any other number of things. 

But no one had any ammunition when 
you said your favorite athlete was Ed Reed. 
In fact, it was regularly quite the contrary, 
wasn’t it? When a stranger found out you 
were a Ravens fan, it didn’t take long for 
them to exclaim something like, “You know 
who I love? That Ed Reed, man! That’s my 
guy!” 

It wasn’t just that opponents like Tom 
Brady and Peyton Manning had the ulti-
mate respect for Reed. It’s that even oppos-

ing fans tended to have the ultimate respect 
for Ed Reed. He was one of the most revered, 
respected athletes of his generation despite 
never in his adult life being the player that 
received the most attention on his own team. 

And STILL that doesn’t even seem to be 
enough to define Ed Reed. 

During this era in which we’ve had to 
defend our favorite athletes with sentences 
that began, “Yeah, but,” we can describe Ed 
Reed with sentences like, “Yeah, and.” 

For example, your Steelers fan friend 
might have said, “I hated the Ravens, but 
I loved that Ed Reed. Boy, was he fun to 
watch.” And you can respond by saying, 
“Yeah, AND he’s held an annual Thanksgiv-
ing event in which he feeds more than 600 
families in Baltimore. Oh, and he takes more 
than 50 kids on a shopping trip every holiday 
season, too.”

Or your Patriots fan friend might say, “I 
have the ultimate respect for Ed Reed. Tom 
Brady literally had to identify where he was 
on the field on every single play.” And you 
can say back, “Yeah, AND did you hear he 

started a program with The SEED School 
of Maryland where he’s giving away scholar-
ships to kids who excel on the field and in the 
classroom?”

Maybe your Redskins fan friend might 
say, “I’m so insanely jealous you guys had 
that Ed Reed. That guy was the greatest 
ballhawk I’ve ever seen.” Perhaps you might 
retort with, “Yeah, AND he’s taken 200 kids 
every year out of inner city schools for en-
richment trips in the business world or other 
areas where they can imagine career oppor-
tunities.”

Your Cowboys fan friend might say some-
thing like, “Dude, when I wasn’t busy rooting 
on the Lakers, Notre Dame football and the 
Yankees, I loved that Ed Reed. Every time he 
touched the ball I thought something magi-
cal might happen.” You’d say back, “Yeah 
AND he holds free health and wellness 
camps for 500-plus kids every year. Oh, and 
you forgot about Duke basketball.” 

Or even your Steelers fan friend might 
say, “I have booed every Ravens player 
that’s ever come through Heinz Field. But I 
couldn’t boo Ed Reed. He’s just way too good 
and always brought it in the biggest games.” 
And you might say, “Yeah, AND every sin-
gle person in our city seems to have a story 
about a time he greeted them warmly with 
the biggest smile on his face. And he’s liter-
ally building a park in his hometown, New 
Orleans. Oh, and somehow he also always 
looks TOTALLY boss at all times.”

That’s more of what defines Ed Reed’s 
legacy in Baltimore. On the field, poetry in 
motion. Away from it, a first-ballot Hall of 
Famer. 

We have been so fortunate to have him. •
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 THE REALITY CHECK

  Glenn Clark

Ed Reed: Poetry In Motion On The 
Field, A Hall Of Famer Off The Field

I
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 DIAMOND COMIC PRESENTS:  

RICIG’S WORLD OF SPORTS

THE POP CULTURE AUCTION HOUSE

HAKES.COM
SPORTS MEMORABILIA

& MUCH MORE
OFFERED IN OUR PREMIER

AUCTION EVENTS

CONSIGN
TODAY!

P.O.Box 12001
York, PA 17402
(866) 404-9800





Toyota drivers love to embrace new things and find new adventures. The radically new RAV4 
breaks the mold once again by maximizing the blend of sport and utility. Tacoma is ready 
to help you take on difficult terrain with available V6 and rugged chasis. The Toyota Camry 
proves that sensibility, exhilarating performance and heart-stopping style can go hand in 
hand. You’ll immediately notice its sleek, evocative exterior, which seduces the senses with 
bold contours and a wide stance.

RAV4 XSE Hybrid Model Shown

Camry XSE Model Shown
TACOMA TRD-PRO Model Shown


