REPORTING ON THE CAPS
Overview

ELA Learning Objective: I can write a caption and an
informational article. (~45 minutes)

There is always something exciting
happening with the Washington
Capitals. Fans can keep up with a
steady stream of articles in the
paper and online. This lesson
encourages students to play the
role of reporter for one of the
most exciting events in the
2015-2016 season, Alex
Ovechkin’s record-breaking 484th
goal.

Materials
• Image: Ovi 484
• Readings: Ovechkin Breaks a
Record
• Washington Capitals Handout:
Article and Caption
• Writing utensils

Essential Question
How would you describe Alex
Ovechkin’s record-breaking goal?

Standards
CCSS W.1.2 Write informative/
explanatory texts in which they name a
topic, supply some facts about the
topic, and provide some sense of
closure.
CCSS W.1.8 With guidance and
support from adults, recall information
from experiences or gather
information from provided sources to
answer a question.

capsinschool.com

Warm Up
1. Show students the image above, either by projecting it or by
printing it and distributing copies among the class.
2. Explain to students that this is a picture of Alex Ovechkin (#8 in
red) scoring a goal. It was a special goal: his 484th in the NHL, which
means he has scored more goals than any other Russian player in
NHL history.
3. Tell the class that they will have a chance to be reporters and write
an article and a caption about this historic hockey moment.
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Activity
1. Help the students build background knowledge about recordbreaking by talking to the class about records and what they mean.
Tell them that many statistics are kept in hockey, such as how many
goals each player has scored during a game, a season, and an entire
career. At any time, using the numbers (counts) you could find out
which players have scored the most goals.

Differentiation
Support
• Provide the first sentence of the

article
• Generate a series of potential

captions and allow students to
copy their favorite onto the
handout
• Lead a think aloud session

about how you would go about
writing an article about this
event
Challenge
• Have students write a headline

for the article
Extensions
• Read additional articles about

2. Distribute the handout Ovechkin Breaks a Record and review the
information with students. (The handout provides information about
the record and the record-breaking goal.)
3. Give students their assignment and the handout Article and
Caption: they are to use the images and statements to learn about the
goal and then act as reporters. They should write a short article
(three-sentence description) that might go in a newspaper or on a
website to describe the event and a caption for the accompanying
picture of the record-breaking goal. (Review the purpose of a
caption, if necessary.)
Note: students should use the TOPIC, DETAIL, and ENDING
floating text reminders on the handout Article and Caption as a guide
to construct their articles. Tell the students they can write on top of
the reminder words.
4. Allow students to work independently or in pairs as they underline
key details and prepare to write their captions and articles.
5. Provide time for students to complete the assignment.
6. Publish the articles to your class or school website, feature some
of them in your newsletter, or send them in to the Caps office!

the Caps or record-breaking
players in the NHL

Assessment
1. Collect and/or check the handout Article and Caption.
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OVECHKIN BREAKS A RECORD
On November 19, 2015, Alex Ovechkin scored his 484th goal,
breaking the record for most goals scored by a Russian player in
the NHL. Underline or circle the topic and two details about the
event in the sentences below.

Alex Ovechkin (#8 in red) scores his
484th goal.

Alex Ovechkin celebrates with teammates after
scoring his 484th goal.

WHAT OVECHKIN AND HIS COACH SAID ABOUT THE GOAL
”Without my teammates I would never accomplish that,"
Ovechkin said. "Good moment, but unfortunately we lost the
game.” - Capitals Captain, Alex Ovechkin
”Everybody was excited," Trotz said. "It was pretty exciting
for everybody, because they knew that that was a little bit of
history.” - Capitals Coach, Barry Trotz
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NAME _____________________________

ARTICLE AND CAPTION

TOPIC
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

DETAIL
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

ENDING
______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________
(CAPTION FOR THE PHOTO)
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