SLAPSHOT: THE EAGLE MASCOT
Overview
The Washington Capitals’ mascot
is an eagle named Slapshot. This
lesson uses Slapshot as a way for
students to learn about eagles
and looks at how eaglets survive
using specific patterns of
behavior.

Materials
• Video: Slapshot vs. Slapshot Skate Wars
• Reading: Eaglets
• Chart paper
• Drawing paper
• Drawing materials: crayons,
colored pencils, markers

Essential Question
How do an eaglet’s parents help
it survive?

Standards
NGSS 1-LS1-2. Read texts and use media
to determine patterns in behavior of
parents and offspring that help offspring
survive.

Science Learning Objective: I know how eaglets are cared
for by their parents. (~30 minutes)

Warm Up
1. Watch the video
Slapshot vs. Slapshot
- Skate Wars to see
the Washington
Capitals’ mascot,
Slapshot, in action.
Encourage the
students to enjoy the
video for fun. Talk
about what a mascot
does and why teams
have them. Discuss the fact that Slapshot is a bald eagle, which is
our national bird, and is a good representative for the Washington
Capitals because the team is based in the nation’s capital.
2. Pause the video or use an image
of Slapshot (both found in the digital
lesson) to discuss some of the clues
that help you know that Slapshot is
an eagle (or bird): beak, white
feathers on the head, feathers on the
body.
3. Explain that many mascots
represent real animals, much like
cartoon animals represent real
animals, and that you’ll be learning
about real eagles today, so you
understand them and Slapshot better.
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Activity
1. Read the informational text Eaglets aloud to the class one time
through. Encourage students to just listen to the text. It provides
information about how eagles help their young survive.
2. Ask students to listen to the text again and remember one new
thing they learn from it (or their favorite fact from the text).

Differentiation
Support
• Review the parts of an eagle

with the class or individual
students: beak, feathers, talons
• Incorporate images of eagles

at all ages or visit a website that
shows eagles in action

3. When students have identified their facts, create a class chart of
eaglet facts with input from the students. Invite students to come to
the chart to put a check mark next to their favorite fact.
4. Have students create a drawing of one aspect of an eaglet’s
experience to represent their learning from the day.

Assessment
1. Hang the students’ drawings around the room to create a gallery
and have them circulate around the room and talk about pieces of the
drawings and what they represent.

• Review vocabulary from the

informational text before you
read it
Challenge
• Have students create a panel

style cartoon to illustrate the
ways an eagle helps it babies
survive
Extensions
• Read Elf the Eagle, written by

Ron Smith and illustrated by
Ruth Campbell, a story about a
young eagle’s anxiety
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NAME: ______________________________

EAGLETS
A long time ago, Slapshot was a baby eagle.
Baby eagles are called eaglets. Eaglets need help from their
parents to survive. Eagle parents spend a lot of time with their babies
and almost never leave them alone in the nest. Eaglets cannot fly until
they are about 10 to 12 weeks old.
Eaglets eat food that their parents bring back to the nest. They eat
a lot of fish. Eaglets grab the fish right out of their parents’ beaks. When
they are first born, eaglets swallow the food whole. Later, they can tear it
apart.
After an eaglet’s parents take care of it for many weeks, the eaglet
must learn to fly and hunt. Sometimes eagle parents push their babies
out of the nest to help them learn to fly. Eaglets need to be strong in
order to survive.
Eaglets live with their parents until they are able to fly and hunt on
their own. They may even stay nearby for a while while they are young.
When they are fully grown, they move away from the area to build their
own nests.
Slapshot is a long way from the nest, and the Washington Capitals
are happy he made it to Washington, D.C. to be their mascot.
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