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or the third time, Lefty 
Driesell is once again 
a finalist for enshrine-
ment into the Naismith 
Memorial Hall of Fame, 
which is considered the 
highest honor in the 

game of basketball. 
Forget for a moment that it seems as 

if Driesell should have long ago been en-
shrined. The facts are that he isn’t, and 
another fact, which now makes his bid so 
poignant, is that he is 84 years old.

The finalists have been named, and 
the inductees will be announced April 4 
during the Final Four in Houston, with 
the induction taking place in Spring-
field, Mass., in September.

Call me a sentimental, mushy and 
soft-on-the-inside kind of a guy, but I feel 
that obvious wrongs should be righted 
while someone is alive.

Locally, we can relate to that senti-
ment, because Art Modell, the man who 
brought the NFL back to Baltimore in 
1996, was beloved in this city. And believe 
it or not, before the move, he was be-
loved in the city of Cleveland as well. It’s 
so clear Modell belongs in the Pro Foot-
ball Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio, that if 
it weren’t so sad, it would be laughable 
that he is not there. 

Just as I have made the case for Mod-
ell’s enshrinement into Canton many 
times, the same -- and even more -- can 
be said about Driesell’s relative mer-
its that easily qualify him for a trip to 
Springfield -- the home of basketball’s 
Hall of Fame.

From the first day Driesell arrived in 
College Park, Md., just before I arrived 
there as a freshman in 1969, Driesell sure 
could talk up a storm. You think presi-
dential candidate Donald Trump can 
talk or, as Mitt Romney says, “con” peo-
ple? Trump had his match in Driesell. 

Never the bashful type, Driesell was 
full of bravado. His No. 1 declaration 
back in those early days of 1969-70 was 
that he was going to make Maryland “the 
UCLA of the East.” For those too young 
to remember, it was almost automatic 
back then that head coach John Wooden 
would take his Bruins to the Final Four 
and win the national title most of the 
time.

Driesell’s talking was part of the sales-
man in him, which saw him immediately 
and always prime the talent pumps for a 
sustained consistency that hadn’t been 
seen in College Park for a long, long time.

But as hard as Driesell boasted, as 

hard as he recruited and as hard as he 
coached, he had the misfortune of coach-
ing his very best Maryland teams at a 
time when winning a conference tourna-
ment was the only ticket to getting into 
the Big Dance. That’s not a great recipe 
for getting into the NCAA tournament 
when you coach against North Carolina 
legend Dean Smith or had to go head-
to-head against a game-changing talent 
like NC State’s David Thompson.

Then, as it got easier to get into the 
NCAA tournament with multiple bids 
from the same conferences, that very dy-
namic that fueled March Madness into 
the behemoth it became, coincided with 
there being a lot of younger and hungrier 
coaches who were getting as adept at the 
recruiting game as Driesell had been for 
years. That served to make it harder to 
have a great team year in and year out.

And that brings me to where the 
rubber hit the road for Driesell’s Hall 
of Fame detractors. Through it all, 
Driesell never took a team to the Fi-
nal Four. Twice while at Davidson and 
twice while at Maryland, Driesell took 
a team to the Elite Eight, which is the 
farthest he ever advanced in the NCAA 
tournament. Combine that fact with the 
notion that Driesell has been unfairly 
tainted as having tried to cover up the 
investigation into Len Bias’ death after 
Bias overdosed on cocaine in his dorm 
room in June 1986, and you have the two 
smoking guns against his Hall of Fame 
candidacy.

Think of all the NCAA coaches who 
have gotten into the Hall of Fame, de-
spite much more egregious missteps 
with their respective programs. In a de-
fense of Driesell’s Hall of Fame candida-
cy,  The Washington Post’s John Feinstein 
listed all the coaches currently in the 
Hall of Fame who have either had their 
programs investigated by the NCAA or 
have served suspensions (some this sea-
son). The list is a veritable “Who’s Who” 
of the Naismith Memorial Hall of Fame 
-- SMU’s Larry Brown, Syracuse’s Jim 
Boeheim, UNC’s Roy Williams, along 
with Louisville’s Rick Pitino. Then there 
is former UConn head coach Jim Cal-
houn, former UNLV head man and the 
late Jerry Tarkanian and current Ken-
tucky head coach John Calipari. 

As Feinstein points out, identifying 
the list of coaches as tainted isn’t meant 
to demean their rightful place in the 
Hall of Fame -- rather it just serves to 
add context to what men in this profes-
sion will do to sustain their success at 
the highest level. No such indiscretions 
have ever been brought up in conjunc-

tion with how Driesell ran his program 
during his 17 years in College Park (1969-
1986) or his time at Davidson (1960-69), 
James Madison (1988-1996) or Georgia 
State (1997-2003). 

While we are talking about integrity, 
let’s add one more honorable thing Dri-
esell did -- he walked away from a serious 
run at 800 victories. Driesell retired mid-
season in 2003 with 786 wins, just 14 shy of 
that illustrious number of 800. But when 
Driesell summarily quit at Georgia State, 
with his team at 4-6, he walked away be-
cause he had simply run out of gas.

The easier thing to do would have 
been to coach out that 2002-03 campaign 
and one more, then walk away with that 
magical number of 800 wins, which at 
the time only three other coaches had 
attained: Smith (879), former Kentucky 
head man Adolph Rupp (876) and ex-
Mount St. Mary’s mentor Jim Phelan 
(830). Since Driesell retired, five oth-
ers have reached that lofty 800 number 
and gone beyond -- ex-Indiana head 
coach Bob Knight (899), Calhoun (877), 
Boeheim (877), former Oklahoma State 
head man Eddie Sutton (806) and, of 
course, the current leader, Duke’s Mike 
Krzyzewski (1,040), as of March 9.

Ironically, Sutton, whose number of 
wins is the lowest in the 800-win class, 
is perhaps Driesell’s last great hurdle to 
clear. He is also eligible for the Hall of 
Fame this year and is said to be in failing 
health at 80 years old.

It would be a shame if either Sutton or 
Driesell were left out of Springfield. Both 
are richly deserving of enshrinement, 
but around these parts, it gets personal 
for those of us who got to see Driesell’s 
larger-than-life persona up close and see 
the clock ticking a bit too fast. 
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 ONE FAN’S OPINION

If Only Lefty Driesell Could Talk 
His Way Into The Hall Of Fame
  Stan “The Fan” Charles

F
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This year marks PressBox’s 10th anniversary, and to commemorate 
the milestone, PressBox is highlighting some of its past stories. 

The following is an excerpt from “Completing The Circle,” the cover 
story written by Michael Anft for the March 1, 2007 edition of PressBox. 

As the University of Maryland band whips an already heated-up student body into 
a pregame frenzy -- this is the annual home tilt against Duke, after all -- a tall but 
stooped figure quietly makes his way out of the cavern under the Comcast Center 
stands. He seats himself comfortably at a table under the Maryland basket where, 
briefly, he remains under the radar. Once he’s spotted, though, the old ghosts come out 
of the woodwork. 

Beaming university staffers stop by to chat him up and press some flesh. School 
boosters glow at the sight of him, old guys as starry-eyed as teenyboppers at their first 
Justin Timberlake concert. 

... After leaving College Park, Md., Charles G. “Lefty” Driesell, 75, coached at James 
Madison and at Georgia State. But he was still better known during those years as the 
foot-stompin’ bald guy from Maryland.

As folks stop by, he says he’s happy to be back, although the attention can be a bit 
much. The university asked him to serve as an honorary captain for the Feb. 11 game, 
which pits the program he built up from dirt against his alma mater.

“It’s nice. Kind of embarrassing, though,” Driesell said, his trademark Tidewater 
drawl coarsened by time and a cold. “I’m honored they asked me to do it, really. They 
asked me and John Lucas, but he couldn’t make it.”

Just the thought of Driesell mentioning Lucas while on the College Park campus 
is enough to tickle the flesh of decades-long Terps diehards or send chills down their 
spines. 

From 1969-1986, Lefty did not turn Maryland into “the UCLA of the East,” as he 
promised when he was hired. But he made basketball a happening. Part snake-oil 
salesman and part coach, he created “Midnight Madness,” turning something as dull 
as the start of fall practice into a celebration, then watched it replicate itself on cam-
puses across the country. Driesell ordered the school band to play “Hail to the Chief” 
when he walked on the court, a nod to neighboring D.C. and a wink to the anti-estab-
lishmentarian students in the crowd.

His teams played well, often memorably so. His second team, in 1970-71, played slow-
down ball to beat second-ranked South Carolina, 31-30, on a last-second shot by an-
other balding guy, Jim O’Brien. The 1974 Atlantic Coast Conference tournament final, 
an overtime loss to eventual national champion North Carolina State, was considered 
the best college basketball game ever played and led to the expansion of the NCAA 
tournament field the following year.

And he recruited. The down-home, good-old-boy pitches of “Ol’ Cornpone,” as one 
Evening Sun columnist called Driesell, went over as well in the living rooms of white 
suburbia as they did in the kitchens of inner-city rowhouses -- this at a time when the 
Southern White Man was, sometimes wrongly, vilified as a racist. Driesell brought in 
scads of talent: Lucas, Tom McMillen, Len Elmore, Brad Davis, Albert King, Ernie 
Graham, Buck Williams.

And Len Bias.
On this day, the name isn’t mentioned. 

As game time nears, Driesell gets up from 
the table, ambles slowly on to the court and 
hears his name and accomplishments read 
over the public address system. The crowd 
stands and cheers, filling Comcast with 
noise. He raises his head to take it in, then 
allows a small smile to develop as his eyes 
squint and twinkle in the lights.

At least for this moment, all the mess 
that sent him packing from College Park 
nearly 20 years ago is forgotten. 

To read this complete article and to check out more of what we’ve been talking about 
during the past 10 years, visit PressBoxOnline.com/10years
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Lefty Driesell at the Maryland- 
Purdue game Feb. 6.



he initials “L.B.” are emblazoned on the hel-
mets of the Johns Hopkins men’s lacrosse 
team this season to honor the remarkable 
life of Dr. Larry Becker, who was killed in an 
automobile accident in West Palm Beach, 
Fla., in January at the age of 77. 

Now, Becker’s lacrosse legacy will be on 
display at Homewood Field as a two-time 

national champion, a dedicated and supportive alumnus and 
an orthopedic surgeon who specialized in getting athletes 
back on the field. 

“During my 16 years as head coach at Johns Hopkins, 
Larry was always there to lend his support, both financially 
and, more important, emotionally,” Hopkins head coach Dave 
Pietramala said. “As a player, he was tough, hard-nosed and 
always put the team first.”

That team was the Blue Jays. According to his son, Gary, 
Becker bled Hopkins blue and played with David Cordish and 
Joe Cowan in the late 1950s. The trio worked together to make 
the Cordish Lacrosse Center a reality. 

“Having the initials on the helmet is a special thing,” Gary 
Becker said. “Homewood Field is a special place. When I go 
into the new facility, I can see my father’s name on Coach 
Pietramala’s office.” 

Larry Becker grew up in the Waverly neighborhood, 
attended Forest Park High School and then enrolled at 
Hopkins. He loved sports and excelled at lacrosse and 
basketball in college. He was also the state racquetball 
champion five times and a scratch golfer. 

While still alive, Becker had been immortalized by film 
director Barry Levinson as one of the original members of a 
Pikesville, Md., group that formed the basis for the 1982 movie 
“Diner.”

He played during the halcyon days of Hopkins lacrosse, 
when Hall of Famer Bob Scott was the coach and fierce bat-
tles against the University of Maryland were the biggest sport-
ing event in town. 

“He was aggressive and strong, smart and completely 
aware of all aspects of the game,” two-time Maryland All-
American Ray Altman said. “You wanted him on your team.”

His shot was legendary. 
“He was a stud, 6-foot-2, 200 pounds and fast,” Gary Becker 

said. “He had one of the hardest shots in the game. In an all-

star game at Memorial Stadium, he shot the ball so hard it hit 
the pipe and ricocheted to midfield. The opposing team got it 
and scored the winning goal.”

Larry Becker broke his leg his senior year, and that 
experience inspired him to become a doctor.

“My dad understood how bad players wanted to get back 
on the field,” Gary Becker said. “He was one of the first doctors 
to bring arthroscopic surgery to Baltimore.”

Gary played for his father in middle school.
“I grew up with a wooden lacrosse stick in my hand,” 

he said. “After a rough practice, dad would take us on ‘the 
tour’ around our middle school in Pikesville, backwards and 
forwards. At 40, he was in better shape than any of us. We still 
talk about ‘the tour.’”

However, life was not always a joyous event like a Hopkins 
lacrosse game for Larry Becker. He lost two wives to cancer 
and was taking care of a third with Alzheimer’s.

“He was handsome and so successful, but he had an ability 
to persevere,” Gary Becker said. “He took care of us when my 
mom passed away. He taught us to ‘live life’ and ‘love life.’”

Larry Becker had spoken to his son about dying before the 
accident and his desire to have a simple ceremony in Florida 
where he lived.

“That wasn’t going to happen,” Gary Becker said. “Five 
hundred people showed up. I can’t tell you how many people 
told me they talked to my father every day.”

Gary Becker was on his way to visit his father on the day he 
was killed and spoke to him on the phone. 

“He told me about a recent golf game,” Gary Becker said. 
“He’d missed the green by 30 or 40 feet and then hit a shot 
that put him two feet from the hole to win the championship. 
You can’t imagine how many people claimed to have seen that 
shot at the ceremony.”

They wanted to be on Dr. Larry Becker’s team. 
“His winning attitude was contagious,” Pietramala said. 

“He was a true Hopkins man and will be sorely missed.”

-- Dean Smith

Sale Of Cole Field 
House Seats Presents 
Opportunity For 
Maryland Fans

Cole Field House holds its own special, unique meaning to 
anyone who has passed through the University of Maryland’s 
College Park campus during the last 60 or so years. 

But now, as Cole Field House is being transformed into a 
$155 million athletics and academic complex, the sale of the 
seats allows former Terps Scott Horst and Vera Osidach 
to keep a piece of a building that was so special to them for 
different reasons.

Horst, a Hagerstown, Md., native who went to school in 
College Park from 1986-1990, joined the Terrapin Club in 1997 
and has been a Terps men’s basketball season-ticket holder 
since. He sat in the 25th row of Section B at Cole and now has 
four season tickets at Xfinity Center, which he shares with his 
wife, Cora, his son, Cameron, and his daughter, Megan. 

Years of attending games at Cole shaped Horst’s memo-
ries, whose days as a student included some lean years for the 
men’s basketball program after the tragic death of Len Bias 

in 1986 but saw the program turn into a national power by the 
early 2000s. The seats Horst bought are labeled seats 33 and 
34, although he doesn’t know what section they came from. 
He wanted 33 and 34 because those were two of the four seat 
numbers he had at Cole.

“That building was pretty unique,” Horst said. “The 
design, I think, just made it really loud. The amenities 
weren’t great, especially the bathrooms if you’ve ever 
been in there. It was a struggle, especially at timeouts or 
halftime. 

“It was a very narrow concourse area. Basically a 
sweatbox with all those people jammed in and loud -- 
great atmosphere to watch a game, obviously.”

Osidach, an Ohio native who completed her master’s 
degree at Maryland in 2002 and graduated in 2003, didn’t 
get an opportunity to attend any games at Cole. But 
Osidach was a big fan nonetheless; it didn’t hurt that the 
men’s team won the NCAA tournament during her time in 
College Park. 

Osidach has been to men’s and women’s games at the 
Xfinity Center since then, but she was attracted to the 
sale of the seats mostly because she’s a collector of sports 
memorabilia. She owns autographed jerseys, photos, 
footballs, baseballs, bats, hockey pucks and soccer balls, 
as well as a seat from Quicken Loans Arena in Cleveland. 

Osidach enjoys the history behind the items. For 
example, her seats from Cole Field House are a reminder 
of Texas Western’s historic national championship won 
at Cole in 1966, in which the Minors played only its seven 
black players. The two seats she bought came from Section 
O, which she picked to match her last name of Osidach.

“They fit in perfectly,” Osidach said of the seats with 
respect to her collection. “They fit in perfectly because I 
actually have a panoramic view of the last game at Cole 
Field House and the seats right underneath that. I also 
have a framed copy of … The Washington Post when the 
men won the championship. I’m pretty sure Juan Dixon 
is on there.”

The sale is being run by Fernando Palacios, the 
managing director of Hilco Global and a Maryland 
graduate. Palacios got the ball rolling last year when he 
was invited to athletic director Kevin Anderson’s suite for 
a basketball game last January. Palacios pitched the idea 
to Anderson of selling seats from Cole, which was set to 
undergo a transformation into an indoor practice facility 
for football. 

Eventually, the idea became a reality, and Hilco won 
the contract to remove and sell the seats from Cole Field 
House. Hilco started taking out the seats on Christmas 
Eve 2015 and made its first sale in late January. 

As of late February, Palacios had sold about 480 pairs 
of seats out of the 4,500 pairs that were originally available 
for purchase. Hilco is warehousing the seats in Laurel, Md. 

  CHEAP SEATS

Fans can buy seats at colefieldhouse.com. Palacios is 
pleased with how fast online auction items like lockers, 
section signs and signed seats have gone, but he’d like to see 
some more movement on the seats in the future.

“If you don’t get a piece of this stadium now, you’re 
never going to get it,” Palacios said. “This is a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity -- seats at the old stadium that’s held 
high school [and] college graduations, state basketball 
championships, obviously all the Maryland women’s and 
men’s games, old wrestling matches, gymnastics events. 

“Everyone in this area -- three, four million people in 
this area -- everybody should’ve been touched at least once 
by Cole Field House in this area. I truly believe that.”

The seats come as is; Horst and Osidach have years-
old gum stuck to the bottom of the seats. A pair of seats 
costs $400 plus tax. If fans want to buy feet for the seats so 
they can easily sit in them in their home -- the seats were 
attached to concrete for decades -- they can pay about $150 
plus shipping for that add-on. Horst bought feet for his 
seats, but Osidach plans on building a base for the seats 
with her nephew and painting it gold. 

Palacios is currently holding a “cash and carry” event 
at the warehouse in which buyers can pick out their seats 
in person and pay with a credit card, check or cash rather 
than go through the process online. The warehouse is 
located at 9125 Whiskey Bottom Rd. in Laurel. The seats 
are at warehouse H with pickup at the back loading dock.

Proceeds from the sale of the seats will help defray the 
expense of the new football facility, Palacios said. 

-- Luke Jackson 

With New Performance 
Center, FX Studios 
Hopes To Give 
Baltimore A Boost 

Baltimore residents looking to get fit will have a new 
gym option when the Under Armour Performance Center 
Powered by FX Fitness takes center stage at historic 10 
Light St. this spring.

With a prime location in the heart of the city’s finan-
cial district, the more than 40,000-square foot state-of-the-
art facility has undergone part of an $80 million overhaul 
by owner Metropolitan Partnership in preparation for its 
May opening to the general public. The iconic green-and-
gold capped Art Deco structure, also known as the Bank of 
America Building, will house the gym on most of the first 
three floors of the 34-floor building. 

FX Studios owner Nate Costa and Metropolitan 
Partnership president Cary Euwer have worked tirelessly 

during the last two-plus years to oversee the completion 
of the project. Once it’s finished, the gym will include all 
the basic workout amenities, as well as an Under Armour 
retail store, a Fuel Cafe, sauna, steam room and turf field. 

“Cary’s vision for the bank hall, along with ours, is 
that we thought it would be an amazing fitness complex,” 
Costa said. “Within the first 30 seconds of seeing it in 
person, I couldn’t agree more and just started to envision 
how we could bring it to life. It’s a very unique space, 
but at the same time, it’s a very beautiful space, which 
is something we really want to take advantage of in this 
area.” 

This will mark the third location for FX Studios, which 
began in Hunt Valley, Md., 11 years ago and has overseen 
the gym on Under Armour’s Port Covington campus the 
last six years. At any given time, Costa said numerous 
professional athletes visit the sports apparel supplier’s 
headquarters to train. 

Costa, 38, graduated from the University of Maryland 
in 2003 and obtained full ownership of FX Studios from 
its previous ownership just two years later. Shortly after 
opening the Hunt Valley location, Costa said he encoun-
tered Plank for the first time when he was at the gym 
looking for a personal trainer. 

Since then, the pair have worked out together as many 
as three to four times per week. During that time, Costa 
said their respective companies have benefited a great 
deal from one another. 

“Through the growth of his company, with it being an 
apparel performance brand, we expanded our relationship 
together,” Costa said, “and we were in a position to say 
yes to everything. In the business of trying to take care 
of people -- I’m trying to help people become healthier -- 
that was critical for us. My company and Under Armour 
have been working together closely ever since.”

For Euwer, the decision to approach Under Armour 
about anchoring the property was a no-brainer. In fact, 
he believes the fitness center is one of the most important 
developments in the city in quite some time. 

“This [gym] changes every aspect, of sorts, of uplifting 
the tide of Baltimore,” Euwer said. “Having the brand 
commit to this building and this neighborhood literally 
changes everything. Everything that Nate has been able 
to put together with Under Armour and their expertise 
in nutrition is a major component with the success they 
have had in training and fitness.”

Downtown Partnership of Baltimore president Kirby 
Fowler has done his part to help Euwer see his vision 
through for the building since Metropolitan Partnership 
acquired the property for $6 million in November 2012. 
Fowler, who already owns a membership to the gym, as-
sisted Euwer with the necessary tax credits and city ap-
provals that were required for the redevelopment of the 

building.
“Once Cary Euwer and his team took over the site, 

we’ve been helping out in any way possible to make the 
project successful,” Fowler said. “This is one of those 
projects where I would drop whatever I’m doing in order 
to help it come to fruition. 

“It’s no exaggeration -- the FX Studios Under 
Armour Performance Center is probably one of the most 
important developments that has occurred in downtown 
Baltimore in decades.” 

Not only will the building include the gym, but 
Metropolitan Partnership has also successfully converted 
the old office building into 419 upscale, luxury apartments.

Euwer said the addition of housing units have created 
even more buzz surrounding the opening of the gym since 
residents started moving in last October. 

He estimates more than 50 of the 419 units are 
currently occupied, and altogether 70 have been leased. 

“You have, say, 600-800 folks who will be living in the 
building,” Euwer said, “and these people are going to 
be integrated and going to classes, eating downstairs, 
making use of the retail space. To me, it’s the total synergy 
of how you can have an element in the building that 
totally feeds off the building population. All of the white-
collar workers that are around us are professionals, from 
T. Rowe Price, to every major law firm, to the financial 
institutions, to the attorney general’s office.” 

Pre-opening memberships are currently being 
accepted at $50 per month for an annual contract. When 
the facility opens, month-to-month memberships will 
cost $65. 

Costa said specials are available through FX Studios’ 
various social media platforms, and residents of the new 
apartments will receive discounted membership rates. 

“Everything we do together with Under Armour, we 
have to prove that it’s going to work,” Costa said. “Each 
[gym] has been unique. The 10 Light St. building is 
kind of the next evolution of taking that and bringing 
it together.” 

-- Justin Silberman 

Under Craig Dawson’s 
Watch, Navy Squash 
Continues To Thrive

Craig Dawson loved his time at the Naval Academy.
As a member of the tennis team and an All-American 

squash player, Dawson got to play sports every day after 
school from 1970-73. He met his friends while living in Bancroft 
Hall, the largest single dormitory in the world. His roommate 
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remains his best friend more than 40 years 
later.

When the athletic department offered 
him the head coaching job of the Navy 
squash team in the spring of 2000, Dawson 
was able to fulfill a lifelong dream of 
coaching the team he once had so much 
success with.

During his coaching tenure, Dawson 
has led the program to prominence. Na-
vy’s season ended with a 14th-place fin-
ish at the College Squash Association 
team championships Feb. 26-28, but the 
Midshipmen finished the year with 20 or 
more wins for the 10th time in school his-
tory, eight of which have come under its 
current coach.

“[Dawson] always tells us, ‘Prepare, 
play, perform,’” junior Randy Beck said. 
“That’s what he always tells us, so you 
kind of buy into it, and we all push each 
other to try to get better and put in the 
work, put in the time, and it ends up 
doing pretty well for us.”

Beck (16-10) first heard about the 
Navy squash program in his early teens 
from Nils Mattsson, a family friend who 
was a captain and an All-American 
squash player for the Midshipmen before 
graduating in 2010. He heard about 
Mattsson’s personal achievements as well 
as the success of his team, which finished 
26-8 in 2010. 

The year after Mattsson graduated, 
Beck’s brother, Hunter, joined the 
squash program, eventually becoming 
team captain as a senior in 2013-14. Both 
players told Beck about the opportunities 

outside of squash, too. During the 
summer, students have the chance to 
go on a fleet cruise or join an aviation 
squad to get a feel of what they might be 
involved in after graduation.

“It’s different stuff you get to do during 
the summer that’s pretty interesting,” 
Beck said. “It’s a different route but 
definitely seemed like a cool choice, cool 
to have that type of team to be on.”

Dawson uses a similar pitch on the 
recruiting trail, telling recruits the 
experience playing squash at Navy is 
“college with a twist.” He frequently 
recruits athletes from prep schools in the 
Northeast but added that many of these 
kids are looking to play at Ivy League 
programs. It’s his job to sell Navy’s 
uniqueness.

“You challenge them,” Dawson said. 
“’Do you want to do something different 
in college?’ It doesn’t always work, but 
we’ve had some good success recruiting 
and have gotten some nice players.”

Dawson has a 70.4 winning percentage 
during his 16 years at the helm of the 
program, and his teams’ fitness levels, 
according to the players, is a significant 
reason why. 

Senior captain Bill Kacergis (14-11), the 
second of three brothers to play squash at 
Navy, said the program’s mantra is that 
it’s going to be in better shape than any of 
the teams it plays. Dawson will have his 
players run stairs and do 300-yard sprints 
to prepare them for the short, intensive 
bursts they will endure during matches. 

“One-second break while the other guy 

hits it, and then another five-step sprint 
and lunge,” Kacergis said. “You’re going 
hard for a short amount of time, and you 
might get that 10-second break between 
points, so it’s just the repeatedly building 
up to top speed.”

This training prepares Navy for the 
CSA team championships as well as 
the U.S. Intercollegiate Squash doubles 
championships, which are held every 
October. 

After deciding to focus on this event 
five years ago, Navy has asserted its dom-
inance, advancing to the finals four times 
and winning the title twice. Kacergis 
alone advanced to three straight cham-

pionships during the final three years of 
his career.

Right now, though, Dawson is focused 
on the CSA individual championships. 
Sophomore Jack Harold and freshman 
Senen Ubina, the No. 1 and No. 2 players 
on the ladder, respectively, will represent 
Navy in Hanover, N.H., March 4-6. 

“They can do well because they’ve 
played well all year,” Dawson said. “There 
are no easy matches when you play one 
and two on the ladder, so if they can stay 
healthy, I think they can surprise some 
people.”

-- Kyle Stackpole
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When Terps reliever Bobby Ruse struck 
out South Carolina pinch-hitter Patrick 
Harrington to complete a 10-1 win and a 
three-game sweep of the 2014 Columbia 
Regional, a school that had rarely tasted 
success in the NCAA tournament was 
able to celebrate an unexpected triumph 
that pushed the program within two vic-
tories of the College World Series.

The Terps didn’t make it past the next 
round, losing to host University of Vir-
ginia in a best-of-three NCAA Super Re-
gional clash that went the distance. But 
Maryland’s first appearance in the NCAA 
tournament since the 1971 season had set 
the standard for all future Maryland base-
ball teams. 

Maryland did it again during the 2015 
season. The Terps set a school single-sea-
son record with 42 victories, breaking the 
previous record of 40 wins set in 2014. Mary-
land beat Mississippi in the opening round 
of the Los Angeles Regional, then defeated 
tournament overall No. 1 seed UCLA twice 
to earn its way back to the Super Regional. 

For the second consecutive season, Mary-
land was eliminated in the round of 16 in 
Charlottesville, Va., dropping two straight 
games to a Virginia team that went on to 
win the College World Series. But Maryland 
had fortified its spot among the best colle-
giate baseball programs in the nation. 

“We wanted to have a legacy and not 
have [the NCAA tournament] be just a one-
year thing,” junior pitcher Mike Shawaryn 
said. “My expectations from freshman year 
to now have taken a ... turn. In my first year, 
people were happy that we made the ACC 
tournament. This year, if we don’t make it 
to Omaha or the Super Regionals, it’s going 
to be a disappointment.” 

Maryland had experienced baseball 
success before. During the 1970 and 1971 
seasons, the Terps won consecutive Atlan-
tic Coast Conference championships and 
made back-to-back appearances in the 
NCAA tournament. But those teams went 
a combined 1-4 in the double-elimination 
format.

Following the NCAA appearances of 
1970 and 1971, the Terps remained com-
petitive for the next decade. But after 
posting consecutive winning seasons in 
1980 and 1981, the Maryland program en-
tered a long, dark period. From 1982-2011, 
the Terps posted just four winning seasons 

and one .500 record. Maryland endured 32 
straight losing seasons in the ACC, an ig-
nominious streak that began in 1982 and 
didn’t end until the 2014 Terps finished 
with a 15-14 record during their final sea-
son of league competition. 

Elton “Jack” Jackson, who guided the 
program for 30 seasons and led Maryland to 
three NCAA tournament appearances, left 
the program in 1990 after six consecutive 
losing seasons. Tom Bradley (1991-2000) 
and Terry Rupp (2001-09) tried valiantly to 
coach the Terps into consistent winners. 

Following Rupp’s departure, the Terps 
turned to a young Californian to resurrect 
the program. Erik Bakich was hired by 
Maryland in 2009 following seven seasons 
as an assistant with the highly successful 
Vanderbilt University program. 

“Every coach is in the business of be-
ing a confidence builder,” said Bakich, who 
was just 31 years old when he was hired by 
former Maryland athletic director Debbie 
Yow.

“During the first two years, the con-
fidence came from their work ethic, 

preparation and having the right mentality.”
But Bakich knew that if the program 

was going to make strides, it would have to 
improve its recruiting. 

“The school is in a great recruiting area, 
especially from the Mid-Atlantic to New 
England,” Bakich said. “We wanted kids 
who had the mindset of wanting to build 
something. We targeted players that want-
ed to be a part of the ‘first-evers.’ Our staff 
played a huge role in our recruiting success. 
To get Bernie Walter as our director of op-
erations helped us make an instant con-
nection with the high school coaches in the 
state.”

Although he stayed at Maryland for only 
three seasons before moving onto Michi-
gan, Bakich left his imprint on the program.  

“When Erik came in, that’s when the 
program changed,” said Walter, who served 
as the Terps’ director of operations from 
2010-12. “He was a terrific recruiter, and he 
started to get some of the elite players in 
the country. We started playing some big-
time programs like UCLA and Texas and 
showed that we could compete on that 
level. ...”

Bakich’s impact was also noticed at the 
professional level.

“Erik deserves some credit,” said Dean 
Albany, the executive Mid-Atlantic scout 
for the Baltimore Orioles. “He instilled 
some discipline and brought in some really 
decent players.”

Bakich’s recruiting upgrade helped 

Maryland improve from a 17-39 record dur-
ing his first season in 2010 to a 32-24 mark 
just two years later. It was Maryland’s first 
winning season since the 2008 team went 
30-26. But the Terps’ rising fortunes weren’t 
enough to keep Bakich, who left Maryland 
after the 2012 season to become the head 
coach of the Wolverines.

With Bakich’s departure, the Maryland 
program was suddenly in a difficult spot. 
The school needed to find a replacement 
who could continue the progress. On July 
18, 2012, Maryland hired John Szefc as its 
new head coach. 

Szefc accepted the Maryland position 
after two seasons as the associate head 
coach at Kansas State University. His only 
previous head coaching experience came at 
Marist College, a private school in Pough-
keepsie, N.Y., that competed in the Metro 
Atlantic Athletic Conference. During his 
run at Marist from 1996-2002, Szefc guided 
the Red Foxes to four NCAA tournament 
berths. After leaving Marist, the native of 
Middletown, N.Y., was the head assistant 
coach at Louisiana-Lafayette for six years. 

Szefc also served as the hitting coach and 
recruiting coordinator at the University of 
Kansas for two seasons from 2009-10 before 
leaving for Kansas State.  

After a decade as an assistant, Szefc 
returned to the head coaching ranks at 
Maryland.

“I was lucky enough to get several 
good assistant coaches that helped set 
the foundation in place,” said Szefc, 
whose original staff of Jim Belanger, Rob 
Vaughn, Corey Haines and Matt Swope 
has remained together for four seasons. 
“There’s a lot to say for experience and 
stability amongst coaches. That’s helped 
us get good players here.” 

In addition to his extensive experience, 
Szefc also brought a change in style to the 
Maryland program. 

“Erik was a California guy, with a cer-
tain amount of flair,” said Walter, who 
coached Arundel High School to 10 state 
championships during 36 seasons from 
1974-2009.

“John is a New York State guy who is 
more conservative. Bakich was looking for 
the ‘home run.’ Szefc is straight old school.”

The new coach looked for players who 
showed mental tenacity, as well as the phys-
ical skills.

“We want to see good athletic and aca-
demic habits,” Szefc said. “If you don’t have 
good students that are serious about school, 
whatever success you have will be short 
term because you’ll have a lot of turnover. 

We determine whether their skills match up 
and how quickly they can make an impact. 
The intangible thing is the makeup part. 
Can a guy step into an adverse environment 
and operate, or does he have more of a pas-
sive personality where it’s tougher for him 
to make an impact?” 

Szefc took over a team that seemed 
ready to make a move up in the Atlantic 
Coast Conference. But those plans changed 
in a hurry. In November 2012, just four 
months after Szefc’s hiring, Maryland ad-
ministrators announced that the athletic 
program would leave the ACC and join the 
Big Ten. The move would take effect July 1, 
2014.  

While Szefc continued to raise Mary-
land’s recruiting profile, he was fortunate 
to inherit a solid group of returning players. 
One of those holdovers was outfielder An-
thony Papio.  

Papio, a graduate of Montgomery 
County’s Sherwood High School, decided 
to remain close to home and attempted to 
walk on to the Maryland baseball team. He 
didn’t make an appearance during his 2012 

freshman season, but he has been a valu-
able part of the Terps’ emergence.

“Being a local guy, I was always a huge 
Maryland fan,” said Papio, who started 119 
of the Terps’ 129 games during the 2014 and 
2015 seasons. “I had a couple of options to 
play at other schools, but I decided to come 
here.” 

During the 2013 season, Szefc put Papio 
in the starting lineup, where the now-senior 
outfielder has remained. The Terps posted 
a second straight winning season for the 
first time since 1980-81, finishing with a 30-
25 record. Their 15-14 ACC mark ended a 
32-year losing streak against league com-
petition.

The Terps had made progress in the 
ACC, but they still hadn’t qualified for the 
league tournament since the 2005 season. 
Led by a strong pitching staff and a versa-
tile everyday lineup, the 2014 team made 
its way to the ACC tournament champion-
ship game before losing to Georgia Tech. 
The deep ACC run helped the Terps receive 
their first NCAA bid in 43 years. 

“When I got here [in 2012], we were start-
ing to get some talent in the program,” Pap-
io said. “I think it just took a couple of years 
for everybody to settle in and become more 
cohesive as a unit. We had some great team 
leaders to get us over the hump.” 

The Terps’ emergence as a national con-
tender was fueled by the leadership skills of 
several younger players, including catcher 
Kevin Martir, who was drafted by the Hous-

ton Astros in 2015.  
“I came in with [infielder] Jose [Cuas], 

[pitcher Alex] Robinson, [pitcher Jake] 
Drossner and [infielder Brandon] Lowe,” 
said Martir, who was the Terps’ catcher for 
both NCAA Super Regional appearances. 
“We had a class with so much talent, and 
we were ready to compete as freshmen. But 
it’s not all about talent. There are a lot of 
ups and downs, and Coach Szefc always 
stressed not to let the game run up on you.”

Szefc’s teams have been strong up the 
middle, especially on the pitcher’s mound.

Shawaryn, a junior, is a perfect example 
of that strength. 

Following a distinguished high school 
career, Shawaryn could have joined the 
professional ranks. After helping Glouces-
ter Catholic to four consecutive New Jersey 
nonpublic high school state titles, Sha-
waryn was drafted by the Kansas City Roy-
als during the 32nd round of the 2013 MLB 
Draft. 

The 6-foot-3 right-hander didn’t sign 
with the Royals. Shawaryn also didn’t 
commit to the established college baseball 
powers that were pursuing him, including 
Vanderbilt, LSU and Miami. Instead, he 

chose to attend Maryland. 
“For me, the biggest thing was that it 

felt like home,” said Shawaryn, who earned 
freshman All-American honors during 
the 2014 campaign and became the first 
Maryland player since 1979 to suit up for 
USA Baseball last summer. “I liked the at-
mosphere, and I loved the plan that Szefc 
had. Belanger (the Terps’ pitching coach) 
prepares us the best way that I could ever 
imagine. I had no regrets my freshman year, 
and I sure don’t have any now.”

With Shawaryn in the starting rota-
tion, the Terps took another step. The na-
tive of Carneys Point, N.J., earned Fresh-
man All-American honors during the 2014 
campaign after leading the ACC with 11 
wins. Shawaryn was even better during his 
sophomore campaign, setting the school 
single-season records for victories (13) and 
strikeouts (138).  After just two seasons at 
Maryland, Shawaryn was the winningest 
pitcher in school history with 24 victories. 

The upward movement of the Maryland 
baseball program also caught the attention 
of Kevin Smith. The native of East Green-
bush, N.Y., came to Maryland prior to the 
2015 season and earned the Terps’ starting 
shortstop spot immediately. After batting 
.273 with seven home runs and 35 RBIs, 
Smith became the Terps’ third Freshman 
All-American in two seasons, joining 2014 

picks Shawaryn and Lowe. 
“Coach Szefc was very positive,” Smith 

said. “When he recruited me, he asked if I 
wanted to be the start of something great. 
When I got here, the team had already 
played in a regional. We had a lot of guys 
who had experienced what it took to play 
at that level, which really helped my whole 
class [of freshmen].” 

Papio, Shawaryn and Smith might have 
to raise their games even more during the 
current campaign. That’s what happens 
when eight of your 2015 teammates are cho-
sen in the MLB Draft. 

It’s not unusual for major league scouts 
to visit Maryland’s Bob “Turtle” Smith Sta-
dium. Following consecutive NCAA Super 
Regional appearances, the Terps’ program 
is on the baseball map again. 

The recent success has also brought 
a significant restructuring of the team’s 
roster. Four Maryland players were taken 
in the 2014 MLB Draft, led by pitcher Jake 
Stinnett’s second-round selection by the 
Chicago Cubs. One year later, a school-
record eight Terps were selected in the 
2015 draft. Lowe, the Terps’ second base-
man, was the first Maryland player draft-

ed, going to the Tampa Bay Rays during 
the third round. Robinson, a left-handed 
pitcher, and center fielder LaMonte Wade 
were selected by the Minnesota Twins 
during the fifth and ninth rounds, respec-
tively. 

Drossner, a left-handed hurler (10th 
round), and third baseman Cuas (11th 
round) went to the Milwaukee Brewers. Re-
liever Kevin Mooney (15th round, Washing-
ton Nationals), catcher Martir (18th round, 
Houston Astros) and pitcher Zach Morris 
(24th round, Philadelphia Phillies) com-
pleted the largest draft class in Maryland’s 
history. 

Suddenly, the Terps were forced to re-
place several players who were major con-
tributors to their consecutive NCAA tour-
nament teams. But Szefc wasn’t surprised 
on draft day.

“We saw it coming,” Szefc said.  “Frankly, 
I thought we’d lose 10 guys in the draft. But 
we had a pretty detailed plan behind the 
whole thing. 

“You have to get the right guys in and 
keep them for as long as you can before 
you’re going to lose them. We accept the 
fact that we’ll have a guy for only three 
years before he signs.” 

Despite the loss of so many key players, 
the expectations haven’t changed in 
College Park, Md. 

THE LONG WAY BACK

A CHANGE IN LEADERSHIP 
A NEW CHALLENGE

THE NEXT STEP

MAJOR MOVES

GOING, GOING, GONE

THE UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND 
BASEBALL PROGRAM HAD WAITED  
A LONG TIME FOR THIS MOMENT. 

 advancing 
Step By Step

BY STEVE JONES
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“I wouldn’t say that this is a rebuilding year 
at all,” shortstop Smith said. “We still want to 
make the tournament and go deep and get to 
the College World Series. I don’t think that 
anyone is looking at this year as if it will be fine 
to go .500. We don’t want to take a step back.” 

The next step forward for the Maryland 
program is an improved facility. Bob “Tur-
tle” Smith Stadium stands in the heart of 
Maryland’s 1,250-acre College Park cam-
pus. With a prime location near Maryland 
Stadium and the old Cole Field House, 
the 2,500-seat structure boasts tall white 
columns at its entrance. But the “front 
door” doesn’t necessarily reflect the rest 
of the house. 

“If you’re talking about being a top-lev-
el program, the stadium needs to be up-
dated,” director of operations Walter said. 
“It’s a 1950s model that has been piece-
mealed. The field has been improved, but 
the lights are old, the bathrooms are to-
tally inadequate and [the spectators] sit 
on benches.” 

The stadium, which was built in 1952, is 
getting a significant facelift. The field is cov-
ered with a new artificial playing surface. A 
new outfield fence and foul poles, an en-
closed home-team bullpen and a new drain-
age system have also been added. Those 
changes represented the first phase of the 
stadium’s planned renovations. 

The second phase features improve-

ments to the indoor hitting-pitching facility, 
which will be expanded to 7,500 square feet. 
The final, and costliest, phase is a replace-
ment of the stadium bowl. 

“It’s completely outdated, as far as press 
box, bathrooms, seating, just the fan expe-
rience, in general,” said Szefc, who signed 
a five-year contract extension following the 
2015 season. “Our administration knows 
that, and they’ve been great as far as mov-
ing along with the plan. But if we’re going to 
host an NCAA Regional or Super Regional, 
we’ll need to have a facility that warrants 
it.” 

The flow of Maryland players to the pros 
is expected to continue. Shawaryn could 
join such special Maryland hurlers as his 
2014 teammate, Stinnett; current Toronto 
Blue Jays’ reliever Brett Cecil, and former 
major leaguer Eric Milton -- who was the 
highest Terp pitcher ever selected when he 
was chosen by the New York Yankees with 
the 20th overall pick in 1996 -- in the profes-
sional ranks. 

But the Terps’ program will likely with-
stand the exodus of any players on its cur-
rent or future rosters. 

“I don’t think that there is going to be 
any more rebuilding at Maryland,” Albany 
said. “They do a great job of recruiting na-
tionally now, and the best players in the 
state of Maryland are also going there. It’s 
now a program that has a chance to make 

it to Omaha (site of the College World Se-
ries).”

The Maryland program is receiving 
respect from other collegiate administra-
tors. 

“What has been achieved is special, and 
I hope it continues,” Yow, the current North 
Carolina State athletic director who held 
the same position at Maryland from 1994-
2010, wrote in an email. “Congratulations 
to AD [Kevin] Anderson and the coaching 
staff for doing a stellar job of advancing the 
baseball program.” 

The Terps’ success has also instilled a 
sense of pride in the program’s alums, espe-
cially those who were part of the consecu-
tive NCAA tournament runs.

“I’m from New York, and I’ve been ap-
proached by a number of players there who 
said, ‘How can I get to Maryland?’” Martir 
said. “I think Maryland baseball will keep 
building on the respect that they have 
now.”  
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For the first time in several years, it seems 
there isn’t a clear-cut frontrunner for the 
NCAA men’s basketball tournament. With nu-
merous teams holding down No. 1 rankings 
throughout the season, it’s anyone’s guess 
who will cut down the nets April 4.

PressBox asked 15 members of the Balti-
more sports community who they think will 
win this year’s NCAA men’s basketball cham-
pionship, and what is the key factor that sets 
them apart?

 

LONNY BAXTER
FORMER TERP
I am going with Maryland all the way. … I have 

a lot of pride in Maryland basketball, and I’m riding with 
my guys, so I’m going to bet the house on Maryland. … 
They have a lot of depth. They have a lot of great weap-
ons. Rasheed Sulaimon played three years at Duke; he 
has a lot of experience under Coach [Mike] Krzyzewski. 
He’s going to be a great addition once the tournament 
starts. Robert Carter has been amazing all year. Diamond 
Stone has been amazing. Jaylen Brantley coming off the 
bench is good. They just have a lot of depth, a lot of things 
people don’t see on the court all the time. People don’t re-
ally know how deep this team is or how good they can be. 
Once the tournament starts, it’s like a whole new season.

STAN “THE FAN” CHARLES
PRESSBOX
In a year without any truly dominant team, 

UVA’s combination of Mr. Outside (Malcolm Brogdon) 
and Mr. Inside (Anthony Gill) make this extremely 
well-coached team very dangerous, and head coach 
Tony Bennett’s players have proven they can handle 
themselves against Top 25 opponents.

 GLENN CLARK
GLENN CLARK RADIO
Kentucky. In a wide-open field, I’ll take the 

roster that has the likes of Jamal Murray and Tyler Ulis 
and a head coach like John Calipari. Kentucky teams 
have struggled more during the regular season and still 
made runs in the NCAA tournament. 

JERRY COLEMAN
 BALTIMORE SPORTS TALKER
Love to say Maryland. But I have no team 

that I can pinpoint as a school I’d be comfortable pick-
ing. This year’s “Big Dance” is as wide open as any in 
NCAA tourney history. 

JAMIE COSTELLO
 ABC2 ANCHOR 
By the time this ink is dry, I’m hoping one of 

the 68 invited teams have finally gelled. No monster 
team. I’m not one to play chalk, but I will play cray-
on. Using my Van Dyke Brown, I pick Michigan State 
against Miami in the championship. Tom Izzo is the 
best in the business.

ERNIE GRAHAM
FORMER TERP
West Virginia. Bob Huggins’ team first caught 

my eye last year, when they came out of the gate and 
punched Maryland right in the face. They have the 
same team back, which has the toughness and defense 
to win a national championship. And there is no Ken-
tucky this year, no dominant team.

ALEXANDER LEE
PRESSBOX
My pick to win it all is Kansas. In a year in 

which it seems anyone can win, the Jayhawks possess 
the best blend of talent, experience and leadership.

JOE PLATANIA
PRESSBOX
Going out on a limb, I’ll say Maryland. It has the 

depth, talent and a driven coach, but what it needs is the 
same consistency in form as it has had in its record. It has 
stayed close to the top of the polls while others have fallen. 
It seems best equipped to handle the hubbub.

JIM “SNUFFY” SMITH
FORMER NCAA COACH
I like Villanova with Xavier as my sleeper. 

‘Nova has four excellent guards, an inside game and ex-
perience. These ingredients make them my choice.

RICK SNIDER
PRESSBOX
Nobody does March better than Michigan 

State head coach Tom Izzo. And once again, here come 

the Spartans. Senior guard Denzel Valentine may be 

the National Player of the Year.

GARY STEIN
INSIDE PRESSBOX
There’s something different about this year’s 

Kansas Jayhawks team. It’s called poise and balance. 

They didn’t peak too early, and with eight wins against 

ranked teams (two in the Top 10), the Jayhawks are 

playing their best basketball of the season in the last 

three weeks. Despite 12 consecutive Big 12 champion-

ships, head coach Bill Self ’s tenure at Kansas has been 

disappointing to most. That changes next month when 

Kansas cuts down the nets in Houston.

 GLENN YOUNES
BALTIMORE SPORTS TALKER
While my fandom had me believing this would 

be the year we saw the Terps get back to the Final Four, 

their play in February has me worried about even the 

Sweet 16. I love the guard play of Villanova and their 

small ball. Izzo and Sparty are always a factor. UVA 

and UNC might be the two best teams in the country 

when playing at their best. 

KEN ZALIS
PRESSBOX
In a totally wide-open year, it will not surprise 

me if any combination of four teams gets to the Final 

Four. That being said, I will go with teams with proven 

coaches and solid guard play and pick Michigan State, 

Virginia, West Virginia and Kansas as the last four 

standing. Champion: Kansas.

JEREMY CONN
105.7 THE FAN
In my opinion, Michigan State is the best 

team in the country. They have a little bit of every-

thing I like -- great coach, one of the best players in the 

country and they have been there before. Plus, they are 

battle tested and have played a tough schedule all year.  

If I was forced to pick one team, give me the Spartans.

STEVE BAKER
FIVE-STAR CAMP
Michigan State head coach Tom Izzo should 

make his eighth Final Four appearance and win his 

second title behind the senior leadership of Denzel 

Valentine, Bryn Forbes and Matt Costello. Team chem-

istry, a star player who makes everyone else better, a 

deep bench of role players and a top seeding are all the 
ingredients Izzo needs to reach Houston in April. 

NCAA TOURNAMENT 
PREDICTIONS

FOR MORE NCAA TOURNAMENT COVERAGE AND PREDICTIONS, VISIT PRESSBOXONLINE.COM
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here hasn’t been a whole lot to cheer 
about in recent weeks for the fiercely loy-
al fans of the Maryland men’s basketball 
team, who saw their Terps lose four of 
six to close out the regular season before 
falling to Michigan State, 64-61, in the Big 
Ten tournament semifinals March 12. 

Come to think of it, pleasant March 
memories have been few and far between for too long in Ter-
rapin Nation.

Last season’s NCAA tournament appearance was the 
first for Maryland since 2010 and the first for head coach 
Mark Turgeon since arriving in College Park in 2011. That 
campaign, which ended in a devastating fashion against 
West Virginia, marked the fifth straight time the Terps 
have lost in the second round going back to 2004. They 
were a four seed on four of those occasions, and they en-
ter the 2016 NCAA tournament as a five seed.

Of course, that was all preceded by the golden era of 
Maryland basketball, a time defined by big shots and 
Final Fours. Former head coach Gary Williams led the 
Terps to 11 straight tourney appearances from 1994-2004, 
highlighted by the run to the 2002 national champion-
ship, the lone title in program history. Maryland was a 
second weekend staple in those days, advancing to the 
Sweet 16 in five of six years between 1998 and 2003. 

It is that type of dominant era that the Terrapin 

faithful were undoubtedly hoping had returned earlier 
this season when they saw their team near the top of 
the polls for the first time in a decade. It is those fond 
memories that they’re hoping to relive. So, for a mo-
ment, forget that the Terps limped to the finish line this 
season, and let’s revisit that former time in hopes they 
can do it again.

Here are Maryland’s top five all-time performers in 
NCAA tournament play:

J U A N  D I XO N ,  2 0 0 2 
Dixon, currently a Terps assistant under Turgeon, is 

the definition of Maryland royalty, thanks to his legend-
ary performance in the 2002 NCAAs. He led the Terps 
to the only national title in program history, scoring 155 
points (25.8 per game) in the six wins on 52-of-96 shoot-
ing. He hit 10 shots during four different tournament 
games and made a total of 22 3-pointers en route to the 
hardware as the Final Four’s Most Outstanding Player. 

L O N N Y  B A X T E R ,  2 0 0 1 
While Dixon ultimately shined the brightest, it was actu-

ally Baxter that took home the regional MVP award dur-
ing each of Maryland’s two trips to the Final Four. Baxter 
keyed Maryland’s first voyage to the national semifinals in 
2001, when he piled up 69 points and 34 rebounds during 
wins against Georgia State, Georgetown and Stanford. He 
wasn’t too shabby a year later, either, averaging 15.6 points 
and 8.5 rebounds per game during Maryland’s title run.

D R E W  N I C H O L A S ,  2 0 0 3 
You knew this one was coming. The sixth-seeded Terps 

were on the ropes during the first round against UNC 
Wilmington only a year after winning it all. Down a point 
with five seconds left, Maryland’s Nicholas took an in-
bounds pass and dribbled it the length of the court before 
swishing an off-balance 3-pointer as time expired. Nicho-
las, then a senior, sprinted directly to the locker room and 
into the hearts of Maryland fans everywhere. He scored 57 
points in three games before the Terps lost in the Sweet 16.  

J O E  S M I T H ,  1 9 9 5 
It is truly a shame Smith’s brilliance was on display for 

only six NCAA tournament games. His line in Maryland’s 
82-68 second-round victory against Texas in 1995 looks like 
it came straight out of a video game. The 6-foot-10 cen-
ter scored 31 points on 10-of-17 shooting to go with seven 
blocks, four steals and -- wait for it -- 21 rebounds. His ca-
reer scoring average of 20.8 points per game in the tourna-
ment is second in program history and a big reason he’d 
eventually become the No. 1 overall pick during the 1995 
NBA Draft.

S T E V E  B L A K E ,  2 0 0 0 - 0 3 
With all due respect to the late Len Bias, no list of 

Maryland March performers is complete without Blake. 
The point guard’s 97 career assists in the NCAAs is by far 
the most in Maryland history, and he trails only Dixon in 
all-time steals (27). His numbers are respectable but not 
flashy -- he averaged 7.6 points and 6.1 assists during 16 
career tournament games. But as usual, most of Blake’s 
contributions won’t show up in a box score, like his lead-
ership. Maybe that is why he’s the only player on this list 
still playing in the NBA.  
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hen it comes to big-time college basket-
ball, it’s always helpful to operate in re-
ality. It’s not as easy as it sounds. When 
you’re dealing with college kids during 
the course of a long season, there’s a lot 
that goes unsaid. 

And it’s becoming hard to escape the 
reality that this season’s highly touted Maryland men’s 
basketball team has underwhelmed.

The Terps were preseason darlings four months ago, 
perhaps as hyped as any team in program history. Head 
coach Mark Turgeon and star point guard Melo Trimble 
came out of nowhere last year to notch the most regular-
season wins in Maryland history. Then the Terps added 
transfers Robert Carter Jr. and Rasheed Sulaimon to go 
with freshman phenom Diamond Stone. 

With Trimble at the controls, Maryland has certainly 
looked championship caliber on occasion this season. 
Heading into the postseason, the point guard had eclipsed 

20 points in eight games. He’d dished more than five as-
sists 13 times, a feat he managed only twice last year. 

But with the NCAA tournament bearing down on them, 
Trimble and the Terps have picked an inopportune time 
to slump.

Maryland lost three of four games in late February, a 
stint during which Trimble made only 11-of-47 shots from 
the field and committed 19 turnovers. Tack on a 2-of-12 per-
formance during a win against Purdue Feb. 6, and Trimble 
shot 22 percent during the course of five straight Big Ten 
games. Classifying that icy stretch as a slump starts to be-
come generous when it lasts a calendar month. 

The good news for Trimble and Co. is that, thanks to 
their talent, this Maryland program now exists in a new 
reality. It’s one in which March is the only month that 
matters. No matter how the regular season went, this 
group of Terps was going to be judged on what it accom-
plishes when the lights are brightest. That time is still 
ahead, which means Trimble has a chance to finish what 
he started, as Maryland enters the NCAA tournament as 
a five seed in the South Region. 

“I think it’s the same,” the point guard said about his 
mental outlook. “Last year, we were locked in around this 
time, and this year, we’re locked in as well. You know, to-
wards the end of the season, everything is important 
now. Everything is going to count. This is where all the 
marbles come in.”

Trimble is as quiet as superstars come, which makes 
extracting relevant information from him close to im-
possible. The best indicator of his mindset is his atti-
tude on the floor. Trimble has an infectious smile, and 
when he’s rolling, it lights up his face and energizes ev-
eryone around him. Some stars flash a nasty sneer when 
they’re at their best. It’s when Trimble grins ear-to-ear 
that his opponents know they’re in trouble. 

Perhaps it’s Trimble’s reticence that has motivated 
Turgeon to come to his point guard’s defense in recent 
weeks. Fans haven’t seen Trimble’s teeth much lately. 
His struggles frequented headlines because, quite sim-
ply, they’ve been newsworthy. The expectations for this 
Maryland team were gargantuan, and Trimble was a le-
gitimate National Player of the Year candidate. 

“Everyone remember this,” an emotional Turgeon 
said in February. “We were 17-15 before he got here, and 
we’re 51-12 since he’s been here. Don’t forget that guys. I 
don’t. I love that kid.”

Turgeon is right, of course. Trimble was mired in the 
biggest slump of his career. He couldn’t hit a shot, yet 
he was still finding ways to help his team. He was 1-of-14 
against Wisconsin Feb. 13 but managed his way to the 
free-throw line 10 times and racked up six helpers. 

While his numbers are down across the board compared 
to last season, Trimble still leads Maryland in points, min-
utes, assists, steals and free-throw percentage.

To no one’s surprise, Trimble is already showing 
signs of coming out of it. The Terps split their last two 
regular-season games, which made it four losses in their 
last six. But Trimble scored 35 points on 14-of-31 shoot-
ing to go with five 3-pointers and eight assists against 
five turnovers. Not exactly gaudy numbers, but they look 
awfully good compared to the ugly lines that preceded 
them. 

“I think you guys will see him coming out of his funk 
here shortly,” said reserve guard Varun Ram, the senior 
typically responsible for shadowing Trimble in practice. 
“Anytime you have someone that talented, you’re not re-
ally worried about them getting out of a funk. Anytime 
he misses four shots or five shots in a row, you still feel 
like the next one is going in.”

There’s been no official indication that Trimble is 
dealing with an injury, though the point guard has spo-
ken at length about the attention he’s paid to his body. 
Last season, it was revealed in February that Trimble 
had been dealing with back and leg pain for more than a 
month. Generously listed at 185 pounds and playing 32.5 
minutes per game, it would almost be surprising if he 
didn’t have a laundry list of nagging ailments. 

“It’s been tough, but it’s been fun,” Trimble said. “I 
like staying in the game. But from a physical standpoint, 
it’s been tough. I just have to get more treatment.”

Whatever the impetus, the downtick in performance 
was clearly affecting his confidence. High-percentage 
shots transformed into ugly bricks, and winnable games 
turned into losses. The Terps just can’t have that if 
they’re to salvage a season that once looked like it could 
be magical. The last time the Terps had a collection of 
talent like this, they won it all in 2002. 

Like this group, that bunch had an eclectic mix of im-
pact players who had been around the block. Like this 
group, that Terps squad had a handful of guys who were 
leaders. One of them currently sits about 10 spots down 
from Trimble on the Maryland bench in assistant coach 
Juan Dixon, who happened to be the 2002 Final Four’s 
Most Outstanding Player. 

Even the most talented teams need a player to carry 
them through the minefield that is March Madness, which 
is exactly what Dixon did 14 years ago. And it is exactly 
what Maryland needs Trimble to do this month if history 
is to repeat itself. Sometimes reality is that simple. 

  Alexander C. Lee

Terps’ NCAA Tournament 
Hopes Hinge On Melo Trimble

W
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his isn’t exactly what fans thought 
March Madness would be like in Mary-
land this year, now is it? It’s one thing 
if the hopes of a national champion-
ship for this year’s Terps squad were 
always a bit ambitious. It’s just that 
fans had good reason to think the team 
could at least make a significant run. 

Instead, we enter the dance this year with Terps fans 
feeling far better about the likelihood of a first-round 
departure than the possibility of a trip to Houston for 
the Final Four. What once seemed like a formality -- a 
13-year Sweet 16 drought coming to an end -- now feels 
like an improbability at best. 

Let that sink in. Unless Maryland plays drastically bet-
ter (or gets rather fortunate breaks), fans could be looking 
at 14 years since a “basketball school” was even one of the 
last 16 standing. (In fairness, it’s been more of a “women’s 
basketball school” for more than a few years now.)

In fact, things have been so disappointing that fans 
are forced to … well … lemme take a trip down memory 
lane before I continue that sentence. 

There is quite the juxtaposition that exists when 
considering the state of the Maryland basketball pro-
gram today to the state of the program just 24 months 
ago. After a loss to Florida State during the Atlantic 

Coast Conference tournament in March 2014, head 
coach Mark Turgeon saw his third season in College 
Park, Md., come to a close rather unceremoniously. Not 
only was there no trip to the NCAA tournament to be 
made, but there was also no postseason appearance 
of any kind for the Terps for the second time in three 
seasons. Turgeon’s teams were 23-29 in conference play 
during his tenure to that point, generating no better 
than a seventh-place finish in the league in the process. 

And somehow, it was about to get worse. The quin-
tet of Seth Allen, Charles Mitchell, Nick Faust, Roddy 
Peters and Shaquille Cleare was set to depart the pro-
gram, leaving the Terps equally as undermanned as 
they were unsuccessful. 

If you’ll remember, many spent much of that offsea-
son wondering how far the school needed to get into 
Turgeon’s initial eight-year contract before a buyout 
could be considered. 

Fast forward to today, Maryland is on the cusp of 
a second straight trip to the NCAA tournament, a 
24-month span that has seen victories against out-
standing Big Ten programs like Michigan State, Wis-
consin, Purdue, Ohio State, Iowa, Iowa State, Michigan 
and more. In those 24 months, the Terps have landed 
perhaps the most prized recruit in school history (Dia-
mond Stone) and one of the most significant transfers 
they’ve ever landed (Rasheed Sulaimon). 

Maryland is far better in the spring of 2016 -- no mat-
ter how disappointing the end of the season might be 
-- than it was in the spring of 2014. 

Yet, if the season ends shy of the second weekend 
of the tournament … look … there’s no easy way to say 
this. If the season ends before the second weekend of 
the tournament, people are going to have to revisit that 
contract conversation again. 

Some of you haven’t even waited to find out how the sea-
son plays out to direct your commentary in that direction. 

After this season, there will be three years left on 
Turgeon’s contract. To be fair to him, he’s accomplished 
almost as much at Maryland as, say, Herb Sendek did 
at North Carolina State. Of course, Sendek managed to 
at least reach one Sweet 16 in 10 seasons before he was 
dumped by the Wolfpack in 2006.  

The Sweet 16 isn’t really a marker of great success 
for a good basketball program. For most good pro-
grams, the Sweet 16 is a birthright -- a forgone conclu-
sion. Having to use the Sweet 16 as a measuring stick 
alone is a sign that your basketball program hasn’t 
achieved nearly as much as its social media hype would 
suggest it has.  

Perhaps you could say it’s the sign of a program 
that’s stuck in purgatory. Or “Turgatory” if you’re a col-
umnist looking for a catch phrase that isn’t quite as 
clever in print as when you first said it in your head. 

Familiar with Turgatory? It’s that place where you 
spend five years trying to figure out if your basketball 
coach is really worthy of leading what is expected to annu-
ally be a top-notch program without any accomplishments 
significant enough to warrant any major acclaim nor fail-
ures miserable enough to warrant overwhelming scorn. 

Much like purgatory, Turgatory might end up being 
a place Maryland can only get out of by paying large 
sums of money. Except in college athletics, they call 
their indulgences “buyouts.” 

Hopefully, it doesn’t come to that. A Sweet 16 run 
doesn’t solve everything, but it would at least be an ac-
complishment. I’d be willing to consider the conversa-
tion again from there.  

 THE REALITY CHECK

A Sweet 16 Run Could Do 
Wonders For Mark Turgeon
  Glenn Clark 

T

Despite Recent Struggles, Terps 
Have A Rich History Of March Magic
  Alexander C. Lee  
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Melo Trimble
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t was 10 years ago that the George 
Mason men’s basketball team pulled 
off  “a magic carpet ride,” according to 
former head coach Jim Larranaga. 

The Patriots, then in the Colonial 
Athletic Association, earned an at-
large bid to the NCAA tournament 

and stunned blue-blood programs Michigan State, 
North Carolina, Wichita State and Connecticut to the 
reach the Final Four as a No. 11 seed. The miracle run 
came to a close during the national semifinals against 
eventual champion Florida, but George Mason’s start-
ing five -- all from Maryland -- captivated the country. 

A decade later, here is a look at the five starters on 
that team, their hometown and where they are now:

LAMAR BUTLER 
(FORT WASHINGTON, MD.)

After playing overseas from 2006-10, Butler is back in 
the area and is a basketball coach at St. John’s College 
High School in Washington, D.C. The guard from Oxon 
Hill High School averaged 11.9 points, 2.5 rebounds and 
2.2 assists during the 2005-06 season and graced the 
cover of Sports Illustrated after Mason beat UConn to 
earn a spot in the Final Four.

“The best memory was all of us celebrating the win 
over UConn on the tables in front of our fans,” Butler 
recalled. “I remember Tony [Skinn] jumping up on it 
first, and everyone followed him up there. Going to the 
Final Four let me know that you can do anything if you 
put your mind to it. That preseason was brutal. All 
summer, guys worked hard and had a laser-like focus 
going into that year.”

After scoring 1,488 points in four years at George 
Mason, Butler began his pro career in the Czech Re-
public during the 2006-07 season. Butler then played 
for a team in Istanbul in 2007-08 and averaged 20.3 
points per game. Butler played for Colorado and Reno 
in the NBA Development League in 2008-09, then head-
ed back overseas for the 2009-10 season in Turkey. 

Chris Caputo, an assistant coach at George Mason 
for the Final Four run, said Butler was one of the best 
shooters in program history. 

“He was just a tremendous person and upbeat,” said 
Caputo, now an assistant at Miami under Larranaga. 
“He was just a great ambassador for the program.”

FOLARIN CAMPBELL 
(SILVER SPRING, MD.)

Campbell has had a long pro career overseas and 
has been playing for Energa Czarni Slupsk in Poland 
this season. During his first 18 games this season, he 
averaged 30.6 minutes, 13.2 points and 3.9 rebounds per 
contest. 

“In high school, [Campbell] was so talented,” said 
Caputo, who helped recruit most of the Final Four 
team. “We were fortunate to get him, along with John 
Vaughn.” 

Vaughn was injured and did not play during the Fi-
nal Four run but had a four-year career for the Patriots. 

“Folarin was a great ambassador for the program. 
He had a very good NCAA tournament,” Caputo said.

A Springbrook High School graduate, Campbell was 
a sophomore on the 2006 Mason team and began his 
pro career in 2008 in Italy. Since then, he has played in 
leagues in Germany, Italy and Latvia.

JAI LEWIS 
(ABERDEEN, MD.)

After playing overseas for several seasons from 2006-
13, Lewis is now a behavioral specialist at Halstead 
Academy in Parkville, Md., and lives in Rosedale, Md. 
He and his wife, Avon, have a boy, Jai, who is 5 years 
old and a daughter, Jacey, who was born Aug. 12, 2015.

Lewis played in Japan, the Philippines, France, Is-
rael and Korea before returning to Maryland.

“I would say my favorite country was the Philip-
pines,” Lewis said. “My second favorite was Israel. Is-
rael was the first place I went and everyone spoke Eng-
lish, and the basketball was great. I felt playing in the 
Philippines … I was more humble. They are not a rich 
country, but they make the best of what they have.”

Lewis, a forward, was a solid inside presence for 
George Mason. Even though he did not play football 
in college (George Mason has a club program), he at-
tracted attention from the NFL’s New York Giants as a 
possible tight end but never took part in training camp.

“Jai was such a unique player. So few guys with his 
size (at nearly 300 pounds) have his skill set,” Caputo 
said. “He could make a 3 -- he could put the ball on the 
ground. He was more athletic than he looked. He had 
an unbelievable basketball IQ.”

TONY SKINN 
(TAKOMA PARK, MD.)

A guard from Takoma Academy, Skinn was born in 
Nigeria, played for Nigeria in the 2012 London Olym-
pics and spent several seasons overseas from 2006-12. 

He played junior college ball at Hagerstown Commu-
nity College before transferring to Mason, where he was 
a guard on the Final Four team.

“One of the things that happened [early] that sea-
son was we moved Tony off the ball and put Folarin 
on the ball. Tony still guarded the other team’s point 
guard,” Caputo said. “Tony had very much a scorer’s 
mentality.”

After Skinn ended his playing career, Caputo helped 
him get involved in coaching with the AAU circuit in 
the D.C. area. After former George Mason assistant 
coach Eric Konkol got the head coaching job at Louisi-
ana Tech in 2015, Skinn joined his staff as an assistant 
coach. The Bulldogs are a member of Conference USA 
and won 23 of their first 31 games this season.

“I have known Tony for many years after recruiting 
and coaching him at George Mason and he is an excel-
lent example of the kind of Players Program we strive 
to build at Louisiana Tech,” Konkol said of Skinn, ac-
cording to the school’s website. “Tony was a talented 
and hardworking player and has the same qualities as 
a coach. Our student-athletes will benefit greatly from 
his vast experiences all over the world and at multiple 
levels. I am very happy he is joining us.”

WILL THOMAS 
(BALTIMORE)

A Mount St. Joseph graduate, Thomas has been 
playing this season in Spain for the second year in a 
row. He played in Belgium, Georgia, Turkey and Italy 
before spending the 2014-15 season in Spain. The Bal-
timore native was a sophomore forward on the George 
Mason squad that reached the Final Four.

Former Patriots assistant coach Bill Courtney, who 
grew up in Springfield, Va., and is now the head coach 
at Cornell, was the first member of the coaching staff 
at George Mason to see Thomas play in high school at 
Mount St. Joe. Caputo said Konkol, then a George Ma-
son assistant, was adamant that Thomas was a really 
good player. 

“He is a very quiet guy but a great competitor. When 
he got on the court, he was a fierce competitor. That 
was his calling card the rest of his career,” Caputo said.

Thomas finished his George Mason career with 1,564 
points and had 993 rebounds in 131 games. 

he Maryland women’s basketball team 
never gets tired of cutting down the 
nets. 

The Terps earned the opportunity 
again March 6 in Indianapolis, when 
they won their second consecutive Big 
Ten tournament championship with 

a 60-44 title-game victory against Michigan State. 
Their sweep of Iowa, Northwestern and the Spar-
tans gave Maryland its fourth conference tourna-
ment title since head coach Brenda Frese took over 
the program prior to the 2002-03 season. The victory 

against Michigan State enabled Maryland to reach 
the 30-win mark for the third time during the last five 
seasons, while the Terps secured the Big Ten’s auto-
matic bid to the NCAA tournament for the second 
straight year. 

Whether they won or lost in the conference tour-
nament, the Terps (30-3) were still headed to the 
NCAA tournament for the 12th time during the last 

13 years. Maryland, which had already repeated as the 
Big Ten’s regular-season champion, was the nation’s 
fifth-ranked team in the March 7 Associated Press poll. 

The Terps are hoping that their NCAA tournament 
journey ends at the same place their Big Ten season 
concluded. The NCAA Final Four, which has recently 
become a regular destination for Maryland, is sched-
uled for April 3 and 5 at Banker’s Life Fieldhouse in In-
dianapolis. The Terps are seeking their third straight 
trip to the Final Four after reaching the national semi-
finals during the 2013-14 and 2014-15 campaigns. 

“Anytime you’re able to build a program, you try to 
create a culture and have some consistency,” Frese said. 
“Once you’re able to build it, and once you have kids that 
have tasted success, you want to taste it even more.”

When the Terps take the court again for the first 
round of the NCAA tournament, they will add to an im-
pressive postseason legacy. During the Frese era, Mary-
land has won an NCAA title (2006), reached the national 
semifinals in 2014 and 2015 and concluded its season in 
the Elite Eight three times (2008, 2009 and 2012). The 
Terps’ 2012-13 season finished at the Sweet 16. 

During this successful run, Frese has been the con-
stant. Frese, who also guided the University of Minne-
sota to an NCAA second-round appearance in 2001-02, 
has recruited some of the nation’s best players. Four 
of Frese’s recruits -- Crystal Langhorne, Kristi Toliver, 
Marissa Coleman and Alyssa Thomas -- have earned 
All-American honors. 

The current Maryland team also has its share of 
elite players. The junior duo of guard Shatori Walker-
Kimbrough and center Brionna Jones earned first-
team All-Big Ten recognition. Both players are among 
the 15 players on the national ballot for the Wooden 
Award, while Walker-Kimbrough is one of 10 semifinal-
ists for the Naismith Trophy. Three Maryland players 
-- Walker-Kimbrough, Jones and redshirt senior guard 
Brene Moseley -- passed the career 1,000-point mark 
during the 2015-16 campaign. 

In addition to her impressive recruiting classes, 
Frese has hired a strong staff of assistants who have 
regularly moved on to become head coaches at other 
Division I programs. Several of her former assistants, 
including her sister, Marsha Frese (Missouri-Kansas 

City), Jeff Walz (Louisville), Daron Park (Cal State-
Fullerton) and Tina Langley (Rice), are currently head 
coaches at Division I programs. 

But Maryland’s long-established spot among the 
elite programs in the game and its successful postsea-
son runs have required more than talented players and 
good assistants. Frese gives credit to Iowa State head 
coach Bill Fennelly, whom she served under from 1996-
99, for preparing her for the challenge of the postsea-
son. 

“I was fortunate to learn under Bill Fennelly,” said 
Frese, who was an assistant coach for three Iowa State 
teams that played in the NCAA tournament. “The first 
time we were in the tournament, I found out how dif-
ficult it was to advance through each round. Being so 
close where you could taste, feel and smell the Final 
Four prepared me for the moment when I took over my 
own program.”

While Frese strives to maximize her team’s poten-
tial each year, she makes sure her players are fresh for 
the challenge. Her philosophy of “work plus rest equals 
success” is a central reason for the Terps’ productivity.

“You have to have the big-picture philosophy,” Frese 
said. “The season is a marathon, not a sprint. When you 
get to February, less is more. I started to see that less 
practice time helps you. We play our best basketball in 
March and seem to peak at that time.”

During the Frese era, the Terps have been dominant 
during the season’s final few weeks. Maryland has com-
piled a 57-21 record in March and April during the past 
13 years. 

“I’d always known work, work, work and never knew 
the concept of rest,” said Moseley, a second-team All-
Big Ten choice who earned the conference’s Sixth Play-
er of the Year award. “I think Coach B. (Frese) does a 
perfect job of getting us some rest. Not many coaches 
give you the chance to have days off. There are times 
in the season where she tells you to stay away from the 
arena. What she does for us is the catalyst for our suc-
cess.” 

In addition to the rest that Frese builds into the 
schedule, she also finds ways to vary the team’s routine. 

“They’ve come in expecting to practice, and we’ve 
taken them to the movies or bowling or played dodge-
ball,” Frese said. “With the grind of being a student-
athlete and the rigors of the season, giving them more 
days off helps them juggle their tasks.”

Maryland’s postseason success has also been helped 
by its ability to consistently earn a high seed in the 64-
team NCAA tournament field. The tournament’s top 16 
seeds are chosen to host the sub-regionals, and Mary-
land has earned home-court privileges at the Xfinity 
Center for its first-round and second-round games dur-
ing each of its last eight NCAA appearances. 

“When you get into the tournament, everyone’s trav-
eling,” Moseley said. “Having the games at home gives 
you a kind of comfort. It’s good to get our feet wet 
here.” 

  David Driver 

2006 George Mason Final Four 
Team: Where Are They Now?

I
  Steve Jones

Back In Familiar Setting, Maryland 
Looks To Continue NCAA Success
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he Towson University men’s basketball 
program is familiar with epic turnarounds. 
After recording a 1-31 record during the 
2011-12 season, the 2012-13 Tigers complet-
ed an all-time NCAA best single-season 
turnaround when they went 18-13.

While it may not have been a record-
breaking effort, the 2015-16 season made for another 
bounce-back performance. Towson went from a 20-loss 
team in 2014-15 (12-20 overall) to a 20-win team in 2015-16 
(20-11 regular season). The Tigers earned the No. 3 seed 
in the Colonial Athletic Association tournament with an 
11-7 conference mark but were eliminated after a 71-60 loss 
to Northeastern during the quarterfinal round March 5.

“Well, we don’t want any more turnarounds,” head 
coach Pat Skerry said. “It’s a credit to the players. The 
whole thing. We touched on it last year … do we have guys 
that are interested or committed?” 

A key addition to the Tigers’ young roster was redshirt 
junior forward Arnaud William Adala Moto. After sitting 
out the 2014-15 season in accordance with NCAA transfer 

rules, Adala Moto earned second-team All-CAA honors 
during his first year with Towson, which he said required 
some upfront adjustment to his playing style.

“This has been a learning experience,” Adala Moto 
said. “For myself, this is my first year playing in this 
league -- I thought it was less physical, and so I had to 
adjust my game and limit my turnovers. I think, as a 
team, we’re still growing, and we’re glad to have mostly 
everybody back. We put in a lot of work last year to be in 
this position, and I expect us to put in more work in the 
offseason, so that we can do better.”

Adala Moto paced the team with 13.6 points per game 
-- good for 10th best in the CAA -- and brought down 8.2 
rebounds per game, good for third most in the CAA. Dur-
ing Towson’s loss to Northeastern, Adala Moto led the 
team with 18 points, but he and the rest of the Tigers were 
virtually nonexistent in the paint.

No other team in the CAA went to the free-throw line as 
often as Towson did during the regular season, as the team 
attempted 802 free throws in 31 games. About 24.5 percent 
of the Tigers’ points during the regular season came from 
the free-throw line, but against Northeastern, the Tigers 
only attempted eight free throws and made just three. 

For Skerry, that number was baffling. 

“We just couldn’t get to the foul line for whatever rea-
son,” Skerry said. “Obviously, they played some zone, but 
probably half the year we saw some zone and still got to 
the foul line. We just couldn’t get to the foul line tonight 
-- we’ll forever wonder why.”

If the Tigers are superstitious, they can look forward 
to the conference tournament moving out of their own 
backyard in Baltimore. After winning just one game dur-
ing the last three seasons at Royal Farms Arena, Skerry 
said he is looking forward to the tournament moving to 
Charleston, S.C., starting next year.

“I love living in Baltimore, but I’ll be happy to see the 
tournament go to Charleston,” Skerry said. “We’ve had 
some tough luck here.”

Going forward, the Tigers will look to continue build-
ing on the momentum from their success this season. In 
addition to Adala Moto, who will return for his senior sea-
son, a lot of Towson’s success came from the maturation 
of the team’s young core group of players. Sophomores 
Byron Hawkins and Mike Morsell will stand to benefit 
from another year of experience. 

Hawkins emerged as a much-needed point guard this 
season after the departure of Four McGlynn, who trans-
ferred to Rhode Island during the offseason. Hawkins 
contributed 13.4 points per game for the Tigers and re-
corded an assist-to-turnover ratio of about two-to-one. 
Morsell earned third-team All-CAA honors after averag-
ing 12.7 points and 4.2 rebounds per game. 

“This group’s been really fun to coach,” Skerry said. 
“We have a good core back, and that’s exciting. They 
played hard all year and had good chemistry, great to be 
around.” 

  Simon Habtemariam

After Another Turnaround,  
Towson Men’s Basketball  
Headed In Right Direction
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Arnaud William Adala Moto during the CAA tournament March 5
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ohns Hopkins senior 
defender Kirsti Paavola 
quickly tracked back to 
disrupt a counter-at-
tack against Penn State 
and its high-powered 
offense.

After the Blue Jays forced a key turn-
over, the Notre Dame Prep grad ran into 
an open space to retrieve a pass from 

goalie Caroline Federico to help set a 
counter-attack. That sequence under-
scored how Paavola anchors the Blue 
Jays and their stout defense, which 
thrives on holding opponents to fewer 
than 10 goals per game. 

Paavola’s steady rise in the program 
and leadership skills prompted team-
mates to name her as one of two cap-
tains this season. Paavola has embraced 
that honor, and she can often be heard 
from the sidelines, yelling encourage-
ment throughout a game.

“It was awesome,” Paavola said about 
being named captain. “It’s something I 
never imagined coming in. Even during 
my freshman and sophomore years, I 
was kind of an underdog. So, coming out 
my junior year and getting that starting 
spot finally, I still didn’t imagine I would 
be captain by my senior year. It’s a great 
honor, and I absolutely love everyone on 
the team and representing them.”  

Johns Hopkins is looking to maintain 
its lockdown attitude after allowing just 
7.44 goals per game last year. Paavola was 
a main catalyst for that success, starting 
18 games and gathering 25 ground balls 
-- third best on the team. She also won 11 
draws and caused 11 turnovers. 

Those solid numbers marked a steady 
progression for Paavola, who has gotten 
better each year since graduating from 
NDP in 2012, when she was named to 
the Interscholastic Athletic Association 
of Maryland All-Conference team -- a 
league widely regarded as the most tal-
ented in the nation. 

After playing in four games as a fresh-
man, Paavola saw action in 11 matches 
the following year. That led to a breakout 
junior year during which she became one 
of the anchors of the Blue Jays’ defense. 

“My whole game has absolutely 
changed,” Paavola said. “It’s much faster 
in college. I had all of my coaches work-
ing with me. Defense is a lot different in 
college, especially with learning how to 
slide and keep up with the attackers who 
are much quicker and much faster.”  

This season, she has excelled again 
in keeping the defense organized and fo-
cusing on executing the game plan. She 
also makes sure her teammates are cog-
nizant of their assignments with match-
ing up with the opposing attack.  

“I’ve always been one of the more vo-
cal people on the team,” Paavola said. 
“This year, I definitely upped the ante a 
little bit because that’s what the defense 
needs, especially when there’s a silence. 
Sometimes, you just need someone to 
say, ‘That was great, but let’s fix this or 
adjust it.’ Other times, you have to say, 
‘Guys, it’s not OK. We have to do better.’”

The game against nationally ranked 
Penn State March 2 was the first against 
four future Big Ten opponents for Johns 
Hopkins this season. The Nittany Lions 
managed an 11-7 victory. Johns Hopkins, 
however, dominated Rutgers, 14-2, Feb. 21 
before falling to Ohio State, 8-7, March 5. 

The Blue Jays were members of the 
American Lacrosse Conference for 13 
years before going independent in 2015 
and then decided to join the Big Ten 
starting in 2017. Johns Hopkins head 
coach Janine Tucker said the program 
purposely scheduled those Big Ten op-
ponents to get ready for conference play.

“We want to kind of ease into that 
scheduling for next year,” Tucker said. 
“They are great teams. We are used to 
playing those types of teams when we 
were with the ALC. So, to be honest, it 
was a method to the madness.”

While Johns Hopkins will open confer-
ence play without Paavola next season, 
she is helping lay the groundwork for a 

successful foundation. Paavola has also 
played a key role in the development of 
Federico, who took over the starting job 
in goal this season with the graduation 
of standout KC Emerson. 

Paavola said Federico has embraced 
the starting role.

“She definitely wasn’t nervous,” 
Paavola said. “She’s been ready for this. 
I always go up to her after big plays and 
tell her that she is doing awesome or af-
ter a bad play just letting her know we 
are fine and she is fine. She is kind of like 
me and is one of the more vocal people. 
So, she had no problem coming in.” 

One of the keys for the Blue Jays’ suc-
cess is the strong bond among the play-
ers. Paavola said this year’s group is es-
pecially close.  

“We are constantly together -- non-
stop,” Paavola said. “I think it’s impos-
sible to walk through campus and not 
see five of us together. It’s never just one 
of us by ourselves.”

Paavola’s leadership skills also trans-
fer off-the-field. She is an economics 
major and has already landed a job at 
financial-service firm Morgan Stanley in 
Baltimore.

That success is no surprise to Tucker. 
Coaches and players alike rely on Paavo-
la’s lacrosse acumen. 

“She is my quarterback,” Tucker said. 
“She is a very calming force on defense. 
She makes the right reads, and she is in 
the right spot at the right time. She is a 
very important piece of our defense, be-
cause she knows how to keep everyone 
together and keep everybody in a good 
place. So, it’s really important to have 
her out on the field.” 

Big Ten opponents, however, are just 
one of several challenges Johns Hopkins 
faces with one of the nation’s most diffi-
cult schedules, which also includes Stan-
ford, Georgetown, Towson and Boston 
College. 

“If you want to be a top team, that’s 
just the way it is,” Tucker said. “You’re 
playing every couple of days, and you’re 
trying to build as much as you can on 
each game. This group is still learning 
some critical components, and we are 
going to keep plugging away.”

While Paavola commands the de-
fense, fellow captain and senior Dene’ 
DiMartino and junior Haley Schweizer 
control the midfield. DiMartino, a New 
York native, started all 18 games last 
season and led the Blue Jays in points 
(52), goals (40), draw controls (58), free-
position goals (12) and game-winning 
goals (four), earning third-team Inter-
collegiate Women’s Lacrosse Coaches 
Association All-American honors. 

“Both Kirsti and Dene’ have a tre-
mendous passion for the game,” Tucker 
said. “They play hard.”

DiMartino and Schweizer are among 
the 50 women’s players named to the 
2016 Tewaaraton Award Watch List, 
which goes to the nation’s best player. 
Schweizer, a Delaware native, started 18 
games last season and finished with 28 
goals, 27 ground balls, 29 draws and 19 
caused turnovers.  

  Todd Karpovich

Kirsti Paavola Leads Johns 
Hopkins’ Lockdown Defense
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s dawn breaks on a new 
baseball season, all eyes 
are already on the Ori-
oles’ starting rotation.

The Birds are well 
aware that their success 
or failure in 2016 could 
hinge on their starting 

staff, just as their 2015 season was torpe-
doed by a struggling rotation. The Orioles’ 
4.53 starters ERA was second worst in the 
American League, nearly a full run worse 
than the 3.61 ERA posted by the 2014 AL 
East-winning Birds.

Two of the biggest culprits of the Orioles’ 
2015 pitching collapse were right-handers 
Chris Tillman and Miguel Gonzalez, both 
integral members of the rotation who strug-
gled throughout the season. After combining 
for a 68-37 record and 3.44 ERA from 2012-14, 
Tillman and Gonzalez went 20-23 with a 4.97 
ERA in 2015. The O’s went 27-30 in games 
they started.

It was a surprising turn of events for a 
pair of pitchers who had formerly been two 
of the Birds’ top success stories.

Tillman’s and Gonzalez’s journeys to the 
majors could hardly be more different. Till-
man was the more highly regarded of the 
two, a second-round draft pick of the Seattle 
Mariners in 2006 and the prized pitching 
prospect sent to the Orioles in the Erik Be-
dard trade Feb. 8, 2008. Gonzalez was signed 
as an amateur free agent by the Los Ange-
les Angels of Anaheim in 2004 but endured 
several injuries -- most notably Tommy John 
surgery -- that left him toiling in the Mexican 
League until the O’s signed him as a minor 

league free agent March 4, 2012.
Despite their different backgrounds, 

though, Tillman’s and Gonzalez’s careers 
have been inextricably linked. Their simulta-
neous arrivals in the Birds’ rotation in 2012 
marked a turning point in the franchise’s re-
cent history.

On July 4, 2012, the Orioles were in the 
midst of a West Coast road trip in a mini-
freefall, having lost 10 of their previous 14 
games. That night in Seattle, Tillman came 
up from the minors to make his first big 
league start of the season. His prior three 
stints in the major leagues -- which included 
12 starts in 2009, 11 in 2010 and 13 in 2011 -- 
had all gone poorly, as he posted ERAs of 
5.40 or higher each year.

But during his 2012 debut, Tillman 
pitched the game of his life. He overpowered 
the Mariners -- his former organization -- 
from start to finish, blanking them into the 
ninth inning while allowing just two hits and 
striking out seven. If not for a ninth-inning 
error that allowed two unearned runs to 
score, Tillman might’ve thrown his first ca-
reer complete game. Even still, he cruised to 
victory.

Two nights later, on July 6, Gonzalez 
made his first major league start. Just like 
Tillman, Gonzalez’s start came against the 
team that first employed him -- in his case, 
the Angels. Gonzalez was just as domi-
nant, giving up one run while pitching seven 
strong innings. Adding to the emotion of the 
evening, Gonzalez was wearing the glove of 
late Angels pitcher Nick Adenhart, Gonza-
lez’s friend and minor league teammate who 
was killed by a drunk driver in 2009.

Tillman and Gonzalez never looked back 
after their stellar debuts. Both remained in 

the Birds’ rotation the remainder of the sea-
son, making 15 starts apiece. With their help, 
the Orioles’ starting staff sliced its ERA to 
4.01 during the second half of the season af-
ter posting a 4.77 first-half mark.

From that point on, Tillman and Gonza-
lez were mainstays in the O’s rotation. Till-
man emerged as the Birds’ most reliable 
starter, posting back-to-back 200-inning 
seasons in 2013 and 2014 and earning an AL 
All-Star selection. Gonzalez wasn’t quite as 
durable -- making 54 starts to Tillman’s 67 
during those two years -- but was no less ef-
fective, leading O’s starters with a 3.23 ERA 
in 2014.

That all changed in 2015, though, when 
both hurlers were left scrambling for an-
swers.

“I think that both guys are probably as 
disappointed as everybody,” pitching coach 
Dave Wallace said. “But it always looks 
worse than it is. There’s times last year when 
things could’ve gone better. Sometimes the 
ball didn’t bounce their way, especially Chris. 
I think Chris was the victim of a lot of things 
during the game. Some seeing-eye base hits, 
some bloopers falling in, and then it works 
on you mentally a little bit, you’re looking for 
the negative and stuff.”

Tillman’s numbers declined across the 
board in 2015. His ERA (4.99), WHIP (1.387), 
hits per nine innings (9.2) and walks per nine 
(3.3) all were his worst marks since 2011, and 
his strikeout rate (6.2) was his lowest since 
2010. On the surface, there doesn’t seem to be 
a clear explanation for the 27-year-old’s poor 
season. He didn’t suffer any major injuries, 
and he had no drop in velocity.

For Tillman, though, his struggles could 
be boiled down to one simple statement.

“I didn’t pitch as good,” Tillman said. “I 
think that’s what it comes down to. I didn’t 
execute, and I think it all comes down to ex-
ecution, like I said all year. That’s something 
that I’m going to have to get better at if I 
want to get back to where I was.”

Manager Buck Showalter, for one, thinks 
Tillman will learn from his 2015 struggles.

“You realize how fleeting this all can be 
from year to year,” Showalter said. “Just be-
cause something happened last year doesn’t 
mean it’s going to happen this year. The oth-
er 29 teams don’t always cooperate with you. 
So I’m proud of the way he handled it. He’s 
a very competitive guy, and I think there’s 
still some good baseball, some good pitching 
ahead of him. He may look back at [2015] as 
a real building block.”

Gonzalez’s 2015 campaign, meanwhile, 
was a tale of two seasons. During his first 12 
starts, he was his usual effective self, post-
ing a 3.43 ERA. But he went on the disabled 
list with a right groin strain, June 11. Once he 
returned June 25, Gonzalez wasn’t the same 
pitcher. He was torched for a 6.53 ERA dur-
ing his final 14 outings with just three quality 
starts, strongly suggesting that he was still 
trying to pitch through the injury. Gonzalez 
went back on the shelf in September but re-
turned to make one final appearance Sept. 30.

“At the time he said, ‘No, I’m fine, I’m 
fine, I’m fine,’” Wallace said. “And then, 
once we addressed that issue and he came 
back, he said, ‘You know, I’m glad we took 
this time off and I got back.’ And I think it 
was important for Miggy, the last week of 
the season, to get in and pitch a couple in-
nings so that he headed into the offseason 
knowing he was OK.”

After a full offseason to heal, Gonzalez, 
31, expects he’ll be back to his normal self in 
2016.

“I think if I’m healthy, I’ll be able to per-
form and give our team a chance to win ball 
games,” Gonzalez said. “I’m ready to go. Ob-
viously, I finished with an injury last year and 
came back and threw one of the last games 
and felt a little better. But now I’m feeling 
good.”

According to Wallace, Gonzalez could 
improve not just because of his health, but 
because he continues to gain experience in 
the major leagues.

“I think it’s just a matter of being con-
sistent, especially with his fastball and his 
command,” Wallace said. “He did have bet-
ter command the previous two years, but it 
comes and goes. And as Buck said so many 
times, the process of becoming a consistent 
major league starter doesn’t happen in one, 
two or three years. It takes probably 800 to 
1,000 innings, and that’s four, five, six years.”

Both Tillman and Gonzalez are penciled 
into the Orioles’ projected 2016 rotation, join-
ing fellow righties Yovani Gallardo, Ubaldo 
Jimenez and Kevin Gausman. During the 
winter, the O’s lost their best 2015 starter -- 
lefty Wei-Yin Chen -- in free agency, increas-
ing the pressure on Tillman and Gonzalez to 
step up their game.

“The work is never done,” Tillman said. 
“I think it’s a work in progress. It doesn’t 
matter whether you’ve got 10 years in or two 
years in. You’ve got to keep working. The an-
swers aren’t right in front of you. You’ve just 
got to go out and get it done.”

The fate of the Orioles’ 2016 season may 
very well depend on it.  

 ORIOLES INSIDER

Orioles Need Bounce-back 
Seasons From Chris Tillman, 
Miguel Gonzalez For 2016 Success

A
  Paul Folkemer
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o it’s the first of Febru-
ary, and you haven’t re-
ceived your season-tick-
et renewal information 
from the Orioles.

That can’t be good 
news, you think. Ticket 
prices must surely be 

going up -- it’s just a question of how 
much. After all, the O’s had just signed 
first baseman Chris Davis to the rich-
est contract in team history -- a seven-
year, $161 million deal. They also spent 
big bucks to keep two other potential 
free agents: catcher Matt Wieters for one 
year and $15.8 million and reliever Dar-
ren O’Day for four years and $31 million.

Should you be worried?
Actually, former team executive Mar-

ty Conway, now a professor of sports 
management at Georgetown University, 
said he thinks it’s the Orioles who should 
be worried.

Conway said the team might have left 
as much as $5 million on the table by not 
getting season-ticket invoices out well 
before Feb. 9, which is when the O’s an-
nounced prices for 2016.

“It seems quite clear ... that would be 
a negative impact to the sales process 
because it condenses it,” said Conway, 
who worked for the O’s from 1985-1992, 
with his last job being vice president of 
marketing. 

“What about the people who buy sea-
son tickets?” Conway said. “Now do they 
have just six weeks to pay for them before 
the season starts? In the past, they’ve 
had three or four months, sometimes 
longer -- they’re on payment plans with 
interest, sometimes with no interest. 

“It all comes together because of the 
unique nature of selling tickets to base-
ball because of the number of games 
that you have. That doesn’t replicate 
itself in football or even hockey or bas-
ketball because you have twice as many 
home dates. There’s a lot more inventory 
to move.”

Orioles executive vice president John 
Angelos, as one might imagine, has a dif-
ferent view than Conway.

Angelos said he doesn’t think that 
four weeks one way or another matters 
to the team.

“It’s a long season. And there’s a very 
long sales cycle,” he said. “And part of 

the sales cycle is the up-front sale, and 
part of it is group sales, and part of it is 
individual sales. 

“The invoicing for Orioles season tick-
ets has been at many points in the calen-
dar over the last 23 years. And there is 
no one set time. I just don’t think it’s of 
any moment.”

Angelos did agree with Conway that 
baseball is a “high-volume” sport.

“Football and the arena sports are 
lower-volume, high-price point business-
es,” Angelos said. “That’s why baseball is 
so affordable to families and people on 
a budget. We’re a high-volume business, 
and we keep our prices low in order to 
drive that volume.

“The function of season tickets is, when 
you have a high-volume sport, you need to 
have an up-front. You’ve got to sell a lot of 
tickets up front. But you never want to sell 
all of your tickets up front.”

The Orioles are behind other teams in 
the region, though. Both the Washington 
Nationals and the Philadelphia Phillies 
had single-game tickets for the regular 
season on sale on their websites by mid- 
to late February. The Orioles began selling 
single-game tickets March 9. And the Phil-
lies sent 2016 invoices to their season-tick-
et holders from last year in mid-October.

Conway did praise the Orioles for 
keeping ticket prices as low as possible. 
According to a study by the trade publi-
cation Team Marketing Report, the Ori-
oles will have the ninth-lowest cost for a 
family of four to attend a game out of all 
122 teams in professional baseball, foot-
ball, basketball and hockey.

The Orioles’ highest-priced season 
ticket -- field boxes and club boxes -- 
averages $59.44 per game based on 81 
home dates. Their lowest-priced season 
ticket, upper reserved, averages $16.44 
per game. 

The Nationals have five price levels 
higher than the O’s top price, including 
their Presidents Seats, which average 
$320 per ticket in a full-season plan (and 
$370 per game if bought individually). 
The Nationals do have seats that aver-
age $15 per game on a season basis.

Conway, though, said that because 
of the success of the other teams in the 
American League East, Orioles fans 
want to see World Series, AL and divi-
sion championships.

“The affordability message is nice, but I 
don’t know that that drives the last 20 per-

cent of your sales -- to go from 2.3 million 
to 2.5 million or 2.6 million,” Conway said.

Angelos said the most important fac-
tor in any team’s attendance is what 
kind of team it’s able to field and what 
it’s able to pay its players.

And the most important factor in de-
termining that is competitive balance 
and an equal opportunity to compete.

“The more balanced a league is, the 
more it is going to be capable of driv-
ing higher and higher attendance rates 
league-wide,” he said. 

“We have a $300 million payroll for one 

team, a $60 million payroll for another 
team and a whole bunch of payroll points 
along a very crooked graph line in be-
tween,” Angelos added. “Because of that 
lack of parity and competitive balance, 
in baseball you have hard choices that 
many teams have to make as to who they 
sign and how they sign them and how 
they pay for it because the market price 
for players in baseball is set by a handful 
of teams at the top, who have a much bet-
ter chance to compete and win, but that 
price has to be absorbed by teams at the 
middle and lower tiers.” 

Did The Orioles Cost 
Themselves By Waiting 
To Send Season-Ticket 
Renewal Information?
  Ed Waldman
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here are thousands of stories about 
“baseball lifers,” those who grew up 
with the game and never left. 

At the age of 52, Gary Kendall isn’t 
old enough for enrollment in such an 
exclusive fraternity. But with a resume 
that covers almost half of his adult life 

and a career that keeps improving with age, it’s safe to 
say he’ll soon be eligible.

And it matters not to Kendall that he’s spent a quar-
ter of a century in the game and his only big league ex-
posure came during his first five years, 1991-95, when he 
pitched batting practice for the Orioles. 

“I treat it the same way I tell my players -- this is 
our big leagues,” said Kendall, manager of the Orioles’ 
Double-A affiliate, the Bowie Baysox. “Our job is the 
same as theirs (big league players) -- they just play on 
a bigger stage than we do.”

It was during his gig as batting practice pitcher, 
when he also served as a part-time scout, that Kendall 
had brief exposure to another “lifer,” who would greatly 
influence his career. 

“I picked Cal Ripken Sr.’s brain every chance I got,” 
said Kendall, himself noted for his organizational abil-
ity. “There was no such thing as a bad question to Se-
nior. He never made you feel dumb, and I asked him 
about everything. I figured I had nothing to lose, and I 
tried to absorb everything.

“To me, it might take 10 years of playing experience 
to make up for one week being around Senior. He was 
on the coaching staff then, and he went over everything, 

and I tried to absorb as much as I could.” 
The Orioles actually “scouted” Kendall as a batting 

practice pitcher -- while he was throwing pregame for 
two other teams. At the time, he was a coach with the 
Johnny’s-Leone’s team run by Walter Youse, a former 
Orioles scout then working for Milwaukee. 

“Whenever the Brewers would come to town, Walter 
would send me out to Memorial Stadium to get base-
balls,” Kendall said. “One time he told me to offer to 
throw batting practice, and if anybody asked to tell 
them, he (Youse) recommended me. That’s how it all 
started.

“Terry Crowley was the hitting coach at Minnesota 
at the time, and his son, Jimmy, was playing on our 
(Johnny’s-Leone’s) team, and when the Twins came to 
town, he asked me to throw BP for them. [Former O’s 
general manager] Roland Hemond had seen me throw 
for the Brewers, and the Twins and asked if I’d like to 
throw for the Orioles.” 

Ironically, Kendall was an infielder, not a pitcher, in 
high school and college. He became a batting practice 
pitcher out of necessity. 

“We didn’t have batting practice pitchers growing up 
or in school -- so we would throw for each other,” he 
said. “And you didn’t want to be throwing a lot, so you 
had to learn to throw strikes.”

Kendall has now managed 12 years in the Orioles’ 
minor league system (707-704), the last five with Dou-
ble-A Bowie (375-334). The Baysox have not had a los-
ing season during his tenure there, and last year they 
won their first Eastern League championship while 
posting a 79-63 record.

Despite his success, Kendall harbors no illusions 

about coaching or managing in the big leagues. “Look, 
as a young kid, you always dream of being a big league 
player,” he said. “When that doesn’t happen, you get a 
minor league job and move on -- you have a task to do. 
No matter my job, I always treat it like a major league 
job.

“Certainly, if the chance came to go up to the big 
leagues as a coach or manager, it would be wonderful, 
but in the same breath, I always felt my best job down 
the road for the Orioles was to be with young players. 
When [Orioles director of player development] Brian 
Graham asked me to go to Bowie, it tore me up at first. 

“I could’ve stayed at [short-season] Aberdeen for-
ever. I loved it there. I loved working with the younger 
players, and I loved working in extended spring train-
ing. I was a little reluctant at first.” 

But the move has proved to be beneficial for both the 
organization and the manager. Sometime this spring, 
those who played for the Baysox last year will receive 
their championship ring. For most, it will be a first.

It won’t be a first for Kendall, but it will most defi-
nitely have a special meaning. 

“I got one in the Arizona Fall League (in 2013) and 
two when I was a coach at Idaho Falls (during a four-
year stint in the San Diego organization), but this one 
is different,” Kendall said. 

“The fact that it happened in an Orioles uniform 
makes it special,” Kendall said. “We have stressed the 
importance of winning throughout the organization 
-- it’s something [Orioles manager] Buck [Showalter] 
and [executive vice president of baseball operations] 
Dan [Duquette] have stressed, and they were the first 
to call and congratulate.

“And I also think it was very big for the city of Bowie. 
It’s the first one in 23 years, so that meant a lot, too.”

Kendall doesn’t know what the future holds, as he al-
most certainly moves into the category of “baseball lif-
er,” but it’s obvious the game is part of his DNA. Down 
the road, he can envision himself being a field coordina-
tor or even possibly serving a hitch as a coach in Japan 
or Korea -- working with young players, of course.

And if winning an Eastern League championship 
ends up being the signature moment of his career, so 
be it. It might say Double-A -- but in Gary Kendall’s 
world, it was big league all the way. 

Jim Henneman can be reached at 
JimH@pressboxonline.com.

 UPON FURTHER
REVIEW

  Jim Henneman

For Gary Kendall, Molding 
Young Players With Bowie 
Baysox Has Been Rewarding
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efore right-hander Yovani Gallardo’s three-
year contract was downsized to two due to 
shoulder concerns, before outfielder Dexter 
Fowler hit reverse and backpedaled to Chi-
cago and before the Orioles and the media 
were criticized for how all of it went down, 
there was a significant local debate swirling 
around the potential signing of those free 

agents.
Should an organization with a widely panned farm system 

give up two, Top 30 picks in the upcoming amateur draft in 
order to acquire a pair of veterans?

The answer for the Orioles needed to be a resounding “Yes” 
then -- and it should remain in the affirmative, at least until 
the club’s window of competitiveness narrows around 2018.

It’s a bit of a dichotomy; the Orioles have not been able to 
consistently draft and develop top talent in roughly two de-
cades, and yet many were advocating that the club should 
surrender two first-round slots to improve the current roster, 
even though that could further hamper the club’s chances of 
producing homegrown stars.

The reasoning is simple: Major League Baseball’s first-year 
draft is always a crapshoot, and the Orioles, more times than 
not, have ended up with a heavy sampling of the front part of 
that compound noun. 

It would be considered a major victory if they drafted a 
pitcher with the 14th overall pick who ends up with 102 career 
wins and a sub-3.70 ERA like Gallardo or an outfielder with 
the 27th pick who could get on base at a .363 career clip like 
Fowler. 

Consider that the Orioles have chosen 35 players since 
1995 in the first round or supplemental first round. Only 17, 
less than half, made it to the majors. Only three of them have 
been All-Stars as Orioles: Manny Machado, Matt Wieters and 
Brian Roberts.

Machado was taken third overall in 2010 and Wieters, fifth 
in 2007 (Roberts was the 50th overall selection in 1999, when 
the club had seven picks in the Top 50; Roberts was the only 
one of that group to have a lasting big league career).

Ultimately, the Orioles only will lose one pick this year 
(14th overall) for signing Gallardo, who rejected a $15.8 mil-
lion qualifying offer from the Texas Rangers. The Orioles 

added their own first-round compensation pick (27th) when 
lefty Wei-Yin Chen rejected the club’s qualifying offer and 
signed with the Miami Marlins. The Orioles held onto that 
spot when Fowler decided to stay with the Chicago Cubs af-
ter multiple outlets reported he was joining the Orioles.

The club still has five picks in the Top 91 this June, so 
there should be a solid opportunity to somewhat replenish 
the farm system. And that, obviously, needs to be a priority. 

But recent club history shows that its primary focus 
must be winning now -- while the core of the roster is under 
contract and in its prime.

Due to the departure of Chen, the Orioles desperately 
needed a legitimate major league starter to fill his spot in 
the rotation. Two homegrown pitchers, Mike Wright (third 
round, 2011) and Tyler Wilson (10th round, 2011), are solid 

insurance plans, but shouldn’t be counted on in April. The 
big league club is much stronger if Wright, Wilson or both 
get the call when injury or ineffectiveness occurs during the 
season.

As rookies last year, Wilson and Wright combined to pitch 
in 21 big league games and make 14 starts for the Orioles. 

Those two -- along with relievers Mychal Givens and Ol-
iver Drake, co-winners of the 2015 Jim Palmer Prize -- are 
mentioned routinely by club executive vice president of 
baseball operations Dan Duquette when he is defending the 
Orioles’ cadre of prospects.

Heading into last season, Duquette’s farm system was 
ranked 28th of 30 organizations by Baseball America. Yet 
nine of the Orioles’ Top 30 prospects played in the majors in 
2015, including Givens, who was ranked 27th. Drake wasn’t 
even in the Top 30.

This year, Baseball America has the Orioles slotted 27th, 
which is roughly where most publications and websites have 

pegged them. 
A disciple of legendary talent evaluator Harry Dalton, 

Duquette isn’t accepting such low marks.  He told the crowd 
at Fanfest in December not to believe it as well.

Duquette thinks the Orioles have several young players 
about ready to bloom, including pitchers Dylan Bundy and 
Hunter Harvey, who are attempting to rebound from inju-
ry, as well as infielders Trey Mancini and Jomar Reyes and 
catcher Chance Sisco. 

Duquette also is quick to point out that several other 
pitching prospects, such as Zach Davies, Steven Brault and 
Josh Hader, were late-round picks the club traded away to 
fortify its big league roster. So, Duquette emphasizes, the 
talent is there in the system, even if some observers don’t 
see it.

But it is difficult not to be skeptical. The organization still 
hasn’t produced its own big leaguer from Venezuela (Eduar-
do Rodriguez could have been the first, but he was traded to 
the Boston Red Sox for Andrew Miller in 2014) and only five 
of Baseball America’s Top 30 Orioles prospects for 2016 are 
international signings. Three are Cuban defectors, the other 
two are from the baseball-rich Dominican Republic. No other 
foreign country is represented in the organization.

Duquette prides himself in exploring all avenues to find 
help for the big league club, continually stating there is more 
than one way to build a consistent franchise. 

That’s precisely why giving up draft picks for Gallardo 

and, conceptually anyway, Fowler, made sense. The time is 
now for the Orioles, and a relatively inexpensive Gallardo was 
worth the price of a draft pick, especially by an organization 
that has struggled to develop prospects and especially in an 
international sport that has varied pipelines to the majors.

One other thing to keep in mind: If the Orioles’ grand 
plan of staying competitive through 2018 falls apart, the club 
can always go the other way and sell off big league pieces to 
quickly rebuild the system. That’s what former club presi-
dent Andy MacPhail did with the Orioles in 2008 and that’s 
what the Philadelphia Phillies and the Atlanta Braves have 
done this past year.

The Phillies’ recent fire sale pushed them from 22nd to 
eighth in this year’s Baseball America organizational rank-
ings. And the Braves jumped from 29th to third.

So, yes, having a consistently good farm system is impor-
tant. But the Orioles followed the path they needed to this off-
season: Sacrificing a little of the future for the present. 

 CONNOLLY’S CORNER

For Now, Orioles Should 
Sacrifice Future For Present
  Dan Connolly
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THERE’S NO OFFSEASON
WHEN IT COMES TO SAVING MONEY.

  NFL DRAFT

ny football team’s draft can only be 
fairly evaluated in totality, from first 
round to last.

But with the Ravens’ upcoming se-
lections sure to be the most heavily 
scrutinized in the team’s recent histo-
ry, it’s more incumbent than ever that 

the cream rises right to the top.
A series of high-profile first- and second-round miss-

es this decade -- one that featured the ill-fated Sergio 
Kindle/Terrence Cody 2010 tandem and the Matt Elam/
Arthur Brown 2013 duo that immediately followed Su-
per Bowl XLVII -- has placed an even bigger spotlight 
on the April 28-30 selection meeting.

The conventional wisdom is that the picks have to be 
of the superstar quality usually mined by general man-
ager Ozzie Newsome and his staff to not only burnish 
their reputation as top talent evaluators, but to help 
the Ravens recover from a rare 5-11 season, their first 
losing campaign since 2007. The kind of haul the team 
pulled off at the top of the 2008 draft -- quarterback Joe 
Flacco (first round, 18th overall) and running back Ray 
Rice (second round, 55th overall) -- comes immediately 
to mind.

Besides the aforementioned miscues, other recent 
top-two picks have either underachieved or played so 
far beyond their rookie contracts that they didn’t get 
a chance to re-sign with the team and establish their 
career as Ravens cornerstones.

In 2011, second-round pick and Maryland grad Tor-
rey Smith exploded onto the scene as a needed down-
field presence, but he priced himself out of the team’s 
range and departed for San Francisco in free agency in 
2015.  

The jury is still out on last year’s top pair, injured re-
ceiver Breshad Perriman and tight end Maxx Williams, 
who showed occasional flashes of what he could be.

As the draft approaches, are there any standouts 
who could possibly fit on the top two spots on the Ra-
vens’ marquee, despite the team’s many needs? Is there 

a one-two punch that can help Baltimore slug its way 
back to the top?

Here are some candidates:

FIRST ROUND 
(sixth overall pick)

DeForest Buckner, DE, Oregon
Ronnie Stanley, T, Notre Dame

Anyone drafted this high -- thanks to mostly good 
seasons, the Ravens haven’t taken anyone in the top 10 
since linebacker Terrell Suggs in 2003 -- had better be 
prepared to make an immediate impact. 

Addressing the team’s spotty secondary play has 
been a big talking point, with cornerbacks Jalen 
Ramsey of Florida State and Vernon Hargreaves III of 
Florida being the most frequently mentioned names. 
But any secondary usually finds its job can be done a 
lot more easily with a good pass rush in front of it, and 
that’s where Oregon defensive end DeForest Buckner 
comes in.

In many ways, Buckner fits a template already set by 
Ravens 2006 first-round selection Haloti Ngata: they at-
tended the same school, they both have light-on-their-
feet athleticism born from other sports (Ngata in rug-
by, Buckner in basketball) and they both have a Pacific 
Rim/Hawaiian background, one that has given rise to 
many dominant NFL linemen before them.

Buckner has already posted a 32-inch vertical leap, 
an eye-popping 9-foot-, 8-inch broad jump and a re-
spectable time of 5.05 seconds in the 40-yard dash. He 
was the Pacific-12 Conference Defensive Player of the 
Year and a first-team All-American pick last season.

On the surface, defensive line doesn’t seem to be 
one of the Ravens’ most pressing needs, especially with 
young trenchmen like Brandon Williams and Timmy 
Jernigan already having arrived since 2013. 

But in football’s salary cap world, being able to play 
more than one role can be a big help to any team, to 
increase a player’s own value as well as to complicate 
offensive coordinator’s game plans.

Many draft analysts have already stated that this 

year’s class is rich in defensive back talent, so while 
Hargreaves, Ramsey and their ilk may not be tabbed by 
the Ravens, many other high-quality cover men could 
be had in later rounds, increasing their value highly.

Offensive tackle Stanley would not be the sizzling, 
big-name pick fans would look for at No. 6, but even 
with him hailing from Las Vegas, his selection wouldn’t 
be much of a gamble.

With left guard Kelechi Osemele leaving for Oakland 
and, if rumored, left tackle Eugene Monroe does not 
return, Stanley -- who played through his senior sea-
son with the Fighting Irish -- could be the long-term fit 
the Ravens have been searching for since Hall of Famer 
Jonathan Ogden retired after 2007. 

At 6-foot-5, 315 pounds, Stanley has played both 
right and left tackle, moving to the latter position for 
his final two years in South Bend, Ind. He sports a 35-
inch wingspan and a 5.2-second 40-yard dash time. 

SECOND ROUND
(fifth pick of round, 36th overall)

Will Fuller, WR, Notre Dame

With Perriman yet to prove his worth as a first-
round pick, it really shouldn’t be necessary for the 
Ravens to spend another initial-round selection on a 
pass-catcher, given the team’s spotty-at-best draft re-
cord. They can afford to wait for a quality receiver, and 
Fuller could fit the bill.

But if Perriman does blossom and a pick like Fuller 
comes through, it could prove to be quite a Baltimore 
bonanza.

The 6-foot, 184-pound Fuller doesn’t look impressive 
at first blush, but he began making plays all over the 
field as a Fighting Irish sophomore, catching 76 passes 
and tying current NFL veteran receiver Golden Tate’s 
school record. He scored 15 touchdowns and notched 
an honorable mention All-American berth.

During Fuller’s final season -- he is an early entry 
junior -- he caught 14 more touchdowns and averaged 
nearly 100 receiving yards per game as he rose to sec-
ond-team All-American status, putting his name along-
side those of Tate and Michael Floyd as among the best 
in Notre Dame history.

It’s important to remember that this pick could be 
even more pivotal to the Ravens than their first-round 
selection, as it comes one precious slot higher than it 
could have.

The New England Patriots had to forfeit their first-
round pick due to the “Deflategate” scandal, leaving 
the first round with 31 slots instead of 32. In turn, that 
gives the Ravens and teams picking in that neighbor-
hood one golden opportunity to get a player they might 
have not have had a chance to select earlier. 

 RAVENS REPORT

Pivotal Ravens Draft Class Must 
Start With One-Two Punch
  Joe Platania
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 Ken ZalisThe NFL Scouting Combine concluded Feb. 29, and free agency began March 9. Up next is the NFL Draft, 
which takes place April 28-30 in Chicago. With that in mind, here is my first-round mock draft.  

2016 NFL First-Round Mock Draft

1. Tennessee Titans 
TEAM NEEDS: OT, RB, S, ILB
PICK:  Laremy Tunsil, OT, Mississippi

2. Cleveland Browns
TEAM NEEDS: QB, WR, DE, ILB
PICK:  Carson Wentz, QB, North Dakota State

3. San Diego Chargers
TEAM NEEDS: WR, LB, QB, S
PICK: Myles Jack, LB, UCLA

4. Dallas Cowboys
TEAM NEEDS: QB, RB, DL, LB
PICK: Joey Bosa, DE, Ohio State

5. Jacksonville Jaguars
TEAM NEEDS: CB, S, C, DT
PICK: Jalen Ramsey, CB, Florida State

6. Baltimore Ravens
TEAM NEEDS: S, DE, OLB, WR
PICK: DeForest Buckner, DE, Oregon

7. San Francisco 49ers
TEAM NEEDS: QB, RT, WR, DL
PICK: Jared Goff, QB, California 

8. Philadelphia Eagles
TEAM NEEDS: QB, OT, DE, G
PICK: Jack Conklin, OT, Michigan State

9. Tampa Bay Buccaneers
TEAM NEEDS: CB, DE, OT, G
PICK: Vernon Hargreaves III, CB, Florida

10. New York Giants
TEAM NEEDS: DE, RB, S, OT
PICK: Shaq Lawson, DE, Clemson

11. Chicago Bears
TEAM NEEDS: DE, OLB, QB, CB, OT
PICK: Darron Lee, OLB, Ohio State

12. New Orleans Saints
TEAM NEEDS: LB, G, QB, CB
PICK: Noah Spence, DE/OLB, Eastern Kentucky

13. Miami Dolphins
TEAM NEEDS: CB, G, OT, ILB
PICK: Ronnie Stanley, OT, Notre Dame

14. Oakland Raiders
TEAM NEEDS: CB, OT, RG, S
PICK:  Eli Apple, CB, Ohio State

15. Los Angeles Rams
TEAM NEEDS: WR, QB, CB, C
PICK: Laquon Treadwell, WR, Mississippi

16. Detroit Lions
TEAM NEEDS: CB, OT, ILB, DE, WR
PICK: Taylor Decker, OT, Ohio State

17. Atlanta Falcons
TEAM NEEDS: S, TE, DE, ILB
PICK: Reggie Ragland, ILB, Alabama

18. Indianapolis Colts
TEAM NEEDS: OT, CB, OLB, RB
PICK: Cody Whitehair, OG, Kansas State

19. Buffalo Bills
TEAM NEEDS: RT, LB, S, DT
PICK: Kevin Dodd, DE, Clemson

20. New York Jets
TEAM NEEDS: OLB, RT, TE, QB, OG
PICK: Leonard Floyd, OLB, Georgia

21. Washington Redskins
TEAM NEEDS: C, WR, CB, DL, OT
PICK: A’Shawn Robinson, DT, Alabama

22. Houston Texans 
TEAM NEEDS: QB, RB, ILB, DT
PICK: Ezekiel Elliott, RB, Ohio State

23. Minnesota Vikings
TEAM NEEDS: WR, OG, OLB, S
PICK: Corey Coleman, WR, Baylor

24. Cincinnati Bengals
TEAM NEEDS: S, WR, LB, DT, C
PICK: Vonn Bell, S, Ohio State

25. Pittsburgh Steelers
TEAM NEEDS: CB, G, S
PICK: Mackensie Alexander, CB, Clemson

26. Seattle Seahawks
TEAM NEEDS: CB, WR, DT, OT
PICK: Andrew Billings, DT, Baylor

27. Green Bay Packers
TEAM NEEDS: DE, TE, DT, OT, ILB
PICK: Sheldon Rankins, DT, Louisville

28. Kansas City Chiefs
TEAM NEEDS: OT, DL, ILB, S
PICK: Jarran Reed, DT, Alabama

29. Arizona Cardinals
TEAM NEEDS: OLB, C, ILB, DE
PICK: Kamalei Correa, OLB, Boise State

30. Carolina Panthers
TEAM NEEDS: LT, S, WR, DE
PICK: Emmanuel Ogbah, DE, Oklahoma State

31. Denver Broncos
TEAM NEEDS: OT, OG, TE
PICK: Jason Spriggs, OT, Indiana

There are only 31 picks during 
the first round this year due to the 

New England Patriots’ selection 
being taken away as punishment for 

the “Deflategate” scandal.  
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They said it onThey said it on

“These guys have got a chance to be the best Maryland team of all 
time. ... They are really good.”

- Former Maryland men’s basketball coach Lefty Driesell Feb. 8 on the 2015-16 Terps.

“I definitely do want to be on the field playing football. That’s some-
thing that I really want to happen. Now if it happens or not, I don’t 
know yet, and as much as I want to be on the field, there’s also an ele-
ment of being smart and weighing the risks. ... I’m certainly not ready 
to walk away. That part of it would be tough.”

- Tight end Dennis Pitta Feb. 12 on his future with the Ravens.

“Everybody’s goal is to win a national championship. I am very 
excited. And I hope these guys do make it to Houston this year, 
because I already made plans to go to Houston. ... Just being 
from Maryland ... I have a lot of pride with the Terps and how 
they are playing this year, and I just really hope to see them in the 
championship this year.”

- Former Terp Lonny Baxter Feb. 23 on Maryland men’s basketball’s potential. 

“That might actually really be hard because, you know, I’m from Pitts-
burgh. The majority of my family is from Pittsburgh. They’re diehard 
Steelers fans. But I’m pretty sure they could find a place in their heart 
for me and the Ravens.”

- Former Maryland DL/Pittsburgh native Quinton Jefferson Feb. 22 on the possibility 
of being drafted by the Ravens.

“Well, I think the morale is good, and the resolve of the club has 
always been good. We didn’t have the pitching that we needed last 
year to advance. But we’ve got a lot of the same people back, and 
we’ve been able to bolster the club in a couple areas where we need-
ed some help. So far, so good.”  

- Orioles executive vice president of baseball operations Dan Duquette March 1 on 
the 2016 Orioles.

Listen to Glenn Clark Radio live from
10 a.m.-noon, Monday-Friday

GlennClarkRadio.com
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guide
summersummersummer

Coppermine Fieldhouse Sports Camps

Five-Star Baltimore Basketball Camps

Girl Scouts of Central Maryland 
Summer Camps

Gilman Summer Enrichment Programs

Loyola Blakefield Summer Camps

McDonogh Summer Programs

Sports Broadcasting Camp

St. Paul’s Summer Camps

Ripken Experience Camps

Pete Caringi All-Maryland 
Soccer Camp

CAMPS FEATURED INSIDE

PressBoxOnline.com/CampGuide
For more information on any of the camps included in the guide, visit 

PressBoxOnline.com/CampGuide
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The Baltimore Early Phase Unit, located at Harbor Hospital in
Baltimore, MD is currently seeking volunteers to participate in 
a clinical research trial to evaluate a new E-Device.

For more information, 
please visit our website
www.parexel.com/baltimore
or call 1-877-617-8839.
Please reference study
#227076.

EVALUATE A NEW E-DEVICE

Participate in an clinical research trial to

WE  ARE  RECRUITING

•  Males and Females

 • Ages 18-55  

 • BMI 18 to 28  

 • Non-smoker

The study involves 2 screening visits, 

1 in-house stay of 8 days/7 nights,  

7 follow-up visits. If you qualify you

may receive up to $5,100.00

for completing the study.

© 2016 PAREXEL International Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Quinton 
Jefferson

Dan 
Duquette



SPORTS CAMPS
ALL-STAR SPORTS SUMMER CAMP 6-7, 8-9, & 10-11 years
Player Development Clinics, Games & Tournaments, Swimming
DATES Weekly: June 6th-September 2nd
COST $395 per-week (mulitple week discounts available)
LOCATION Coppermine Training Center at Cross Keys

ARENA SPORTS SUMMER CAMP 7-8, 9-10 & 11-12 years
Player Development Clinics, Games & Tournaments, Swimming
DATES Weekly: June 20th-August 26th
COST $350 per-week (mulitple week discounts available)
LOCATION Coppermine DuBurns Arena in Canton

SOCCER SUMMER CAMPS 6-13 years
Ball Work, Skill & Technique Drills, Fitness & Endurance, Small Sided Scrimmages, Skill Competition
DATES Weekly: June 13th-July 1st, July 11th-22nd, August 1st-12th
COST $300 per-week all day, or $175 evening camp
LOCATION Coppermine Training Center at Cross Keys & DuBurns Arena in Canton

LACROSSE SUMMER CAMP 6-8 & 9-10 years
Stickwork Clinics, Ground Balls & Passing Drills, Scrimmage, Swimming
DATES Weekly: June 20th-August 12th
COST $395 per-week (mulitple week discounts available)
LOCATION Coppermine Fieldhouse in Mt. Washington

WWW.COPPERMINEFIELDHOUSE.COM

COPPERMINE FIELDHOUSE
1400 Coppermine Terrace • Baltimore, MD 21209

COPPERMINE TRAINING CENTER
4 Hamill Road • Baltimore, MD 21210

COPPERMINE DUBURNS ARENA
3100 Boston Street • Baltimore, MD 21224

Field Rentals: rentals@copperminefieldhouse.com

NEWCROSS KEYSLOCATION!

MT.WASHINGTON

CANTONWATERFRONT!

Day Camps
Red Feather For children turning four prior 
to June 20, 2016 and for five-year-olds not 
yet attending kindergarten 
Session 1: June 20 to July 8
Session 2: July 11 to July 29

Red Eagle For boys and girls 5 to 8 
(entering first grade and up in fall 2016)
Session 1: June 20 to July 8
Session 2: July 11 to July 29

senior Camp for boys and girls ages 9 to 12
Session 1: June 20 to July 8 
Session 2: July 11 to July 29

Outdoor adventure Camp  
for boys and girls ages 10 to 15
Session 1: June 20 to July 8 
Session 2: July 11 to July 29

all sports Camp 
for boys and girls ages 8 to 13
Session 1: June 20 to July 8 
Session 2: July 11 to July 29

all sports Camp (Rope and Rock Wall)
for boys and girls ages 10 to 13
Weekly: June 20 to July 29 
4th of July Week: July 5 to July 8 

Teen Camp 
for boys and girls ages 13 to 15
Session 1: June 20 to July 8 
Session 2: July 11 to July 29

Counselor-In-Training program  
for boys and girls ages 14 to 16
Session 1: June 20 to July 8 
Session 2: July 11 to July 29

Watersports Extreme Camp I  
for boys and girls ages 9 to 12
Weekly: June 20 to July 29

Watersports Extreme Camp II  
for boys and girls ages 12 to 16
Weekly: June 20 to July 29

Fun on the Run Camp  
for boys and girls ages 11 to 14
Session 1: June 27 to July 1
Sesson 2: July 11 to July 15

aRTs pROgRams
young actors Theatre  
for boys and girls ages 12 to 18
June 20 to July 17

young Filmmakers Camp  
for boys and girls entering Grades 5 to 9
Session 1: June 20 to July 8 
Session 2: July 11 to July 29

mcDonogh Rock shop  
for boys and girls ages 9 to 15
Session 1: July 5 to July 15 
Session 2: July 18 to July 29 

Circus Camp Juniors  
for boys and girls ages 6 to 8
Session 1: June 20 to June 24 
Session 2: June 27 to July 1 
Session 3: July 5 to July 8 (4th of July Week)

Circus Camp stars!  
for boys and girls ages 9 to 15
Session 1: June 20 to June 24 
Session 2: June 27 to July 1 
Session 3: July 5 to July 8 (4th of July Week)

stand-up Comedy and public speaking
for boys and girls ages 10 to 14
June 20 to June 24

Visual arts Camp 
for boys and girls ages 9 to 13
June 20 to July 8

musical Theater Workshop Camp
for boys and girls ages 8 to 11
July 18 to July 22

advanced art Techniques: Drawing
for boys and girls ages 9 to 14
July 18 to July 22

advanced art Techniques: painting
for boys and girls ages 9 to 14
July 25 to July 29

aCaDEmIC pROgRams
american Immersion at mcDonogh  
for boys and girls 10 to 17
Session 1: June 19 to July 2 
Session 2: July 3 to July 16
Session 3: July 17 to July 30

Children play 2 Learn Robotics
for boys and girls ages 8 to 13
Weekly: June 20 to July 29

Children play 2 Learn Technology
for boys and girls ages 8 to 13
Weekly: June 20 to July 29

Children play 2 Learn Video game Design 
for boys and girls ages 10 to 14
Weekly: June 20 to July 29

Children play 2 Learn young Engineers
for boys and girls ages 6 to 9
Weekly: June 20 to July 29

saT prep Course for boys and girls ages 15 to 17
June 20 to July 8

Writing strategies For McDonogh students only!
Session 1: June 20 to June 24 
(For rising sixth and seventh graders only)  
Session 2: June 27 to July 1 
(For rising eighth and ninth graders only)

mcDonogh Chess Camp 
for boys and girls ages 5 to 14
Session 1: June 20 to June 24  
Session 2: June 27 to July 1 
Session 3: July 5 to July 8 (4th of July Week)

Brilliant Brains 
for boys and girls ages 11 to 14
Session 1: June 20 to June 24 

Chinese Extravaganza 
for McDonogh Lower School students only!
Session 1: June 20 to June 24
(For rising first and second graders only)  
Session 2: June 27 to July 1 
(For rising third and fourth graders only)

Let’s Debate! Camp
for boys and girls ages 8 to 14
Session 4: July 11 to July 15

spORTs CLINICs
COED spORTs CLINICs
The mcDonogh Tennis program: Beginner 
for boys and girls ages 6 to 12
Weekly: June 20 to July 29

The mcDonogh Tennis program: advanced
for boys and girls ages 9 to 14
Weekly: June 20 to July 29

Rackets, Ropes, and Rockwall
for boys and girls ages 9 to 14
Weekly: June 20 to July 29

Tennis, Badminton, and pickle Ball
for boys and girls ages 9 to 14
Weekly: June 20 to July 29

Half-Day Tennis/Half-Day golf Camp 
for boys and girls ages 7 to 11
Session 1: June 20 to June 24 
Session 2: July 5 to July 8 (4th of July Week)
Session 3: July 11 to July 15

mcDonogh golf academy: general skills  
for boys and girls ages 8 to 12
Session 1: June 20 to June 24 
Session 2: July 5 to July 8 (4th of July Week)
Session 3: July 11 to July 15

mcDonogh golf academy: advanced skills  
for boys and girls ages 10 to 15
Session 1: June 20 to June 24 
Session 2: July 5 to July 8 (4th of July Week)
Session 3: July 11 to July 15 

mcDonogh Competitive swim Camp  
for boys and girls ages 9 to 14
Session I: June 20 to June 24  
Session II: July 5 to July 8

International soccer school: Kinderkick Camp
for boys and girls ages 4 to 6
June 27 to July 1

mcDonogh Fencing Camp
for boys and girls ages 8 to 13
Session 1: July 11 to July 15 
Session 2: July 18 to July 22
Session 3: July 25 to July 29 

BOys spORTs CLINICs
mcDonogh Traditional Baseball school
for boys ages 7 to 12
June 20 to July 8 

mcDonogh soccer summer Camp
for boys ages 7 to 14
June 20 to June 24

mcDonogh Elite Baseball “Boot” Camp
for boys ages 11 to 15
June 20 to June 24

mcDonogh Baseball school: pitching and 
Catching Camp for boys ages 11 to 15
June 27 to July 1

mcDonogh Baseball school: Hitting Camp
for boys ages 11 to 15
July 5 to July 8 (4th of July Week)

mcDonogh Lacrosse academy
for boys ages 6 to 14
June 27 to July 1 

maryland Future Champs Wrestling Camp
for boys ages 7 to 17
June 27 to July 1

mighty mites Novice Wrestling Camp
for boys ages 5 to 8
June 27 to July 1 

mcDonogh Football Camp 
for boys ages 6 to 14
Session 1: July 5 to July 8 (4th of July Week) 
Session 2: July 25 to July 29  

Rising star Boys Basketball 
for boys ages 8 to 15
Session 1: July 11 to July 15 
Session 2: July 18 to July 22  

mCDONOgH INTERNaTIONaL sOCCER sCHOOL: 

Boys general skills Camp for boys ages 6 to 14
June 27 to July 1

Boys Team Training Camp for boys ages 7 to 14
June 27 to July 1 

Boys Half-Day soccer/Half-Day Tennis Camp
for boys ages 6 to 14
June 27 to July 1

Boys Half-Day soccer/Half-Day Rock Wall Camp 
for boys ages 6 to 14
June 27 to July 1 

Boys advanced Level Camp 
for boys ages 9 to 14
July 11 to July 15

Boys Club Level Camp for boys ages 8 to 15
July 18 to July 22 

Boys striker Camp for boys ages 10 to 16
July 25 to July 29

Boys midfielder Camp for boys ages 10 to 16
July 25 to July 29

Boys Defender Camp for boys ages 10 to 16
July 25 to July 29

Boys goalkeeper Camp for boys ages 10 to 16
July 25 to July 29

gIRLs spORTs CLINICs
mcDonogh girls Basketball Camp
for girls entering grades 4 to 9
Sesson 1: June 20 to June 24
Sesson 2: July 27 to July 1

mcDonogh girls Lacrosse Camp: general skills 
for girls ages 6 to 14
June 20 to June 24

mcDonogh girls Lacrosse Camp: advanced skills 
for girls ages 6 to 14
June 20 to June 24

mcDonogh soccer summer Camp 
for girls ages 8 to 12
June 27 to July 1

mcDonogh softball Camp: general skills 
for girls ages 8 to 12
June 27 to July 1

mcDonogh softball Camp: advanced skills 
for girls ages 10 to 15
June 27 to July 1

Eagle Volleyball Camp for girls ages 10 to 17
July 5 to July 8 (4th of July week) 

mcDonogh Field Hockey Camp
for girls ages 8 to 13
July 11 to July 15

mCDONOgH INTERNaTIONaL sOCCER sCHOOL: 

girls general skills Camp for girls ages 6 to 14
June 27 to July 1

girls Team Training Camp for girls ages 7 to 14
June 27 to July 1

girls Half-Day soccer/Half-Day Tennis Camp
for girls ages 6 to 14
June 27 to July 1 

girls Half-Day soccer/Half-Day Rock Wall Camp
for girls ages 10 to 14
June 27 to July 1 

girls advanced skills Camp for girls ages 9 to 16
July 11 to July 15 

girls Club Level Camp for girls ages 8 to 15
July 18 to July 22

girls striker Camp for girls ages 10 to 16
July 25 to July 29

girls midfielder Camp for girls ages 10 to 16
July 25 to July 29

girls Defender Camp for girls ages 10 to 16
July 25 to July 29

girls goalkeeper Camp for girls ages 10 to 16
July 25 to July 29

OVERNIgHT Camps

Between the pipes growing goalies girls Lacrosse Camp
Junior High or Middle School girls; Grades 4-9
June 19 to June 21 

Between the pipes super savers girls Lacrosse Camp 
for girls entering grades 9 to 12
June 21 to June 23

mCDONOgH INTERNaTIONaL sOCCER sCHOOL: 

preseason prep Overnight Camp for boys and girls ages 10 to 18
June 26 to June 29

Overnight striker Camp for boys and girls ages 10 to 18
June 26 to June 29

Overnight Defender Camp for boys and girls ages 10 to 18
June 26 to June 29

Overnight midfielder Camp for boys and girls ages 10 to 18
June 26 to June 29

Overnight goalkeeper Camp for boys and girls ages 10 to 18
June 26 to June 29

2016 mCDONOgH
summER pROgRams

i Free Lunch
i Free Transportation

ii Before and aftercare
i Early Bird and multiple sibling Discounts

To find out about the 120 camps, sports clinics, and academic programs that McDonogh offers 
in the summer, call 443-544-7100, visit www.mcdonogh.org, or email summer@mcdonogh.org.

DON’T LET yOuR CHILD mIss OuT ON a summER OF FuN! Call now 
for early 
bird 
specials!
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JUNE 13 - JULY 22, 2016

For more information, visit

gilman.edu/GilmanSummer

Enrichment programs for boys and girls grades 1-12

                courses include: Video Game Animation • Nature Camp • Around the World in Five Days •

                  Outdoor Experience: Climbing, Hiking & Camping • Clay Studio for Young Artists and more!

GilmanSummer_Pressbox.indd   1 2/5/16   8:33 AM

FiveStarBaltimore.com
410.426.2230

B A S K E T B A L L  C A M P

Starting June 20th thru August 12th

10 One-Week Sessions / Boys or Girls / 1st - 10th Grades

 Boys and Girls 10-18 will have an opportunity  
to learn from the pros in the industry

Make sports anchor tapes from a TV studio, 
reporting tapes from a Pro Stadium and  

play-by-play tapes of the Super Bowl and NBA Finals

Day/Overnight sessions available

June 27-July 1, 2016

NATION’S #1 SPORTS
BROADCASTING CAMP

NATION’S #1 SPORTS
BROADCASTING CAMP

SPORTS BROADCASTING CAMP
is back for our 13th year in Baltimore!

800.319.0884  •  PlayByPlayCamps.com
facebook.com/sportsbroadcastingcamps | youtube.com/sportsbroadcastcamp

LIFE IS CAMP...

   LET’S PLAY! 

11152 Falls Road • Brooklandville, MD 21022
410.821.3028 • www.stpaulsschool.org

Sports/Specialty
Camps

Run By High School Coaches 
Who Know How To Win! 

Learn from the best at St. Paul’s 

NOTHING BUT SPORTS • BASEBALL • BASKETBALL 
LACROSSE • SOCCER • TENNIS • FOOTBALL • ROPES COURSE

GOLF • SQUASH • STRENGTH TRAINING • AND MORE...
(AGES 7-14)

Mini Day Program: 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m. / Fee: $225 per camp
Mini Day Program: 11:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. / Fee: $225 per camp

Full Day Program: 8:30 a.m.-3:30p.m. / Fee: $410 per camp
Full Day Combo: 8:30 a.m.-3:30p.m. / Fee: $410 per week 
(combine am or pm day camp with an am or pm Sports & Specialty camp)

Lunch provided for ALL campers – 5% discount for each additional sibling
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SIGN UP EARLYSIGN UP EARLY
W W W.ALL-MARYL AND.ORG

M a r y l a n d ’ s  B e s t  S i n c e  1 9 8 2
Pete Caringi All-Maryland Soccer Camp

C e l e b r a t i n g  O u r  3 4 t h  Y e a r  

DAY AND 
RESIDENTIAL 

CAMPS 
AVAILABLE

Visit our 
web site for

more information

Girl Scouts of Central Maryland | gscm.org |  4806 Seton Drive, Baltimore, MD 21215 | 410.358.9711

Camp makes everything better!  
Spending time in nature improves concentration and creative 
reasoning. Outdoor experiences promote healthy social 
development and increase her self-esteem. It’s also a place 
where she’ll have fun and make lasting memories.

Sign her up!  
Vist www.gscm.org.

From our excellent academic, enrichment and adventure camps,
to our fantastic sports camps, where you enjoy the �nest

high school athletic facilities in the country.

LoyolaBlakef ield.org/summer
Email babbott@loyolablakefield.org or call 443.841.3328

SPORTS CAMPS
ALL-STAR SPORTS SUMMER CAMP 6-7, 8-9, & 10-11 years
Player Development Clinics, Games & Tournaments, Swimming
DATES Weekly: June 6th-September 2nd
COST $395 per-week (mulitple week discounts available)
LOCATION Coppermine Training Center at Cross Keys

ARENA SPORTS SUMMER CAMP 7-8, 9-10 & 11-12 years
Player Development Clinics, Games & Tournaments, Swimming
DATES Weekly: June 20th-August 26th
COST $350 per-week (mulitple week discounts available)
LOCATION Coppermine DuBurns Arena in Canton

SOCCER SUMMER CAMPS 6-13 years
Ball Work, Skill & Technique Drills, Fitness & Endurance, Small Sided Scrimmages, Skill Competition
DATES Weekly: June 13th-July 1st, July 11th-22nd, August 1st-12th
COST $300 per-week all day, or $175 evening camp
LOCATION Coppermine Training Center at Cross Keys & DuBurns Arena in Canton

LACROSSE SUMMER CAMP 6-8 & 9-10 years
Stickwork Clinics, Ground Balls & Passing Drills, Scrimmage, Swimming
DATES Weekly: June 20th-August 12th
COST $395 per-week (mulitple week discounts available)
LOCATION Coppermine Fieldhouse in Mt. Washington

WWW.COPPERMINEFIELDHOUSE.COM

COPPERMINE FIELDHOUSE
1400 Coppermine Terrace • Baltimore, MD 21209

COPPERMINE TRAINING CENTER
4 Hamill Road • Baltimore, MD 21210

COPPERMINE DUBURNS ARENA
3100 Boston Street • Baltimore, MD 21224

Field Rentals: rentals@copperminefieldhouse.com

NEWCROSS KEYSLOCATION!

MT.WASHINGTON

CANTONWATERFRONT!



or Mike Bowers, it all 
started when he was on 
the wrestling mat. 

Bowers, a 5-foot-10 
senior at Winters Mill, 
started to notice he was 
struggling to breathe 

during wrestling matches his junior year. 
A competitor who was known for being 
able to outlast opponents, Bowers all of a 
sudden was struggling to get through an 
entire match.

It was a puzzling situation for Falcons 
head wrestling coach John Lowe. Bowers 
had enjoyed a breakout sophomore sea-
son in which he qualified to compete at 
the Maryland Public Secondary School 
Athletics Association Class 2A/1A West 
region for the individual state tourna-
ment. 

Now all of a sudden, he had taken a 
step back.

“He was spotty, really spotty, and we 
kept asking each other what was wrong 
with him,” Lowe said. “He’s a no give up 
kind of guy. If you put him in against any-
one, he would scrap. To see him strug-
gling as a junior, we knew something was 
wrong”

After getting pinned by an opponent 
he had beaten previously, Bowers went 
to see a doctor in March 2015 to get some 
answers.

“I went to an ear, nose and throat 
specialist, and he recognized it,” Bowers 
said. “He was the one that initiated all 
the tests. One thing led to another, and I 
got a biopsy, which led to it.”

The diagnosis was Stage 2 Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma. In other words, cancer.

Remarkably, the news didn’t rattle 
Bowers. He’d had a lump on his throat 
that wouldn’t go away, which he had been 
suspicious of for some time. 

The good news was the cancer was 
treatable, which was all Bowers needed to 
hear. 

The Bowers family began to tell the 
school community about Mike’s condi-
tion, which led to an immediate outreach 
of support. The school is familiar with the 
experience. Last July, a student, Jake Of-
futt, tragically lost his battle with brain 
cancer. More recently, Seth Budai, one of 
the school’s counselors, also passed away 
from cancer.

Before he became ill, Bowers was a 
three-sport athlete at Winters Mill, play-
ing wide receiver and safety for the foot-
ball team in the fall, wrestling in the win-

ter and playing midfield for the Falcons’ 
lacrosse team in the spring. The parents 
from all three teams contributed to a sign-
up sheet put together by wrestling parent 
Allison Blessing to provide the Bowers 
family with dinner on a week-by-week ba-
sis when Mike was doing his chemothera-
py treatments.  

That made a big impression on Matt 
Bowers, Mike’s father. 

“The outpouring of support was amaz-
ing,” Matt Bowers said. “It tells you what 
kind of kid Mike is -- smart, fun and outgo-
ing to his circle of friends. It’s just amazing 
that people think that highly of him and 
our family.”

Accepting the support was something 
Mike Bowers struggled with, however. 
Throughout the whole process, Bowers 
was determined to not complain or feel 
sorry for himself, so accepting the gener-
osity of others was hard.

As time passed though, Bowers learned 
that it was OK to accept the help. It’s one 
of the biggest lessons he’s taken away 
from the whole ordeal.

“It might be tough, but don’t be afraid 
to lean on other people, because it’s OK 
for them to be there for you,” Bowers said 
of what his first piece of advice would be 
to someone who has been diagnosed with 
cancer.

As his fight went on, there were a lot of 
changes to his everyday life. Bowers was 
lethargic, didn’t hang out with friends as 
much and spent a lot of time in bed. In or-
der to keep up with his schoolwork, he was 
home-schooled through a service specifi-
cally geared toward helping kids battling 
cancer.

The toughest part was his first round 
of chemo. Bowers said it was a horrendous 
experience, but one he was able to battle 
through.

“It was the only time I threw up, but I 
just felt terrible the first time. I just kind 
of closed my eyes and waited for it to end,” 
Bowers said. “Then I showed up the next 
day to chemo and just went with the flow.”

Through those many years of playing 
sports, Bowers has learned a lot of les-
sons, many of which helped him in his new 
fight. 

“Sports teach you right from wrong, as 
well as to be tough and to keep going no 
matter what,” Bowers said. 

The chemo began to work, and Bowers’ 
body started to win the fight. He got the 
good news on Aug. 10, 2015, his birthday, 
that his battle with cancer had finally end-
ed, and that he had won. 

Despite the great news about his can-
cer going into remission, Bowers still had 

a long way to go to work his way back to 
being able to play sports, which he said 
was tougher than his fight against cancer.

There was no way he could play foot-
ball in the fall, but he still hoped to wrestle 
in the winter. On the wrestling mat, Bow-
ers found that his old style would no lon-
ger work because of the toll the cancer 
had taken on his body.

“I used to always try to muscle people, 
but after going through this, you lose your 
muscular endurance,” Bowers said. “I 
was constantly struggling. You can never 
breathe right, and you feel like you can do 
it, but your body says, ‘No. ‘”

Bowers kept at it, though, and be-
gan to base his strategy around being a 
more technical wrestler. After an injury to 
Cherokee Johnson, the Falcons’ starting 
152-pound wrestler, there was an opportu-
nity for Bowers to get back into a competi-
tive match Feb. 3. Winters Mill had two 
teams it was competing against that day, 
meaning Bowers would have the chance to 
wrestle twice.  

He won his first match, 9-0, against 
Noah Berman of Liberty High School.

“I had a nice takedown in the third pe-
riod to go up 9-0. I felt pretty good,” Bow-
ers said. “It was pretty emotional. My dad 
hugged me right after it, and everyone in 
the stands was excited.”

Bowers lost his second match to South 
Carroll’s Shane Conners, Carroll County’s 
all-time leader in career wins.    

“That didn’t go as well,” Bowers said 
with a laugh.

That loss is the smallest detail of that 
day, though. Matt Bowers still struggles to 
describe watching his son get back on the 

wrestling mat.
“I was happy as heck, just an indescrib-

able emotion,” Matt Bowers said.
One year after getting diagnosed, Mike 

Bowers is back to the normalcy of being a 
senior in high school. He’s excited to play 
his final high school lacrosse season and 
for all the festivities the last few months 
of high school bring. He has also been 
accepted to college but is still deciding 
where he wants to go, and he plans to play 
lacrosse at the next level.

Even though Bowers is the same kid, 
both Lowe and Matt Bowers have noticed 
a slight change about him since beating 
cancer.

“I don’t know if you’ve ever run across 
someone who you just know is a lot wiser 
in the ways of the world. Mike is like that,” 
Lowe said. “He’s kind of at ease. He’s al-
ways smiled, but now it’s almost like he 
understands the world a lot better in ways 
we never will.” 

HIGH SCHOOL    

unior goalie Klia Trin-
tis is looking to help St. 
Paul’s School for Girls 
make a deep run in the 
talented Interscholastic 
Athletic Association of 
Maryland A Conference. 

Trintis plays club ball for Sky Walkers, 
which has kept her skills sharp for the up-
coming season. Trintis discussed the up-
coming high school lacrosse season with 
PressBox.

PressBox: What made you want to 
play goalie? What is the most difficult 
part of playing that position?

Klia Trintis: Becoming a goalie hap-
pened by accident. My MYLA team lost 
its goalie, and my coach asked if anyone 
wanted to volunteer. I figured everyone 
was going to play a game as goalie, so I 
just wanted to get my turn over with first. 
I ended up doing well, so my coach asked 
me if I would like to become the perma-
nent goalie for that season. We went to 
the playoffs for the first time, and the rest 
is history.

I believe that the most difficult part of 
being a goalie is the mental aspect. Most 

people think that being a goalie does not 
require as much work as being a field play-
er, because they are not required to run 
as much. This is not the only important 
factor in the game. Being a goalie requires 
you to communicate and be in constant 
awareness at all times. You must always 
be thinking one step ahead and have a 
short memory of the last shot.

PB: How do you effectively balance 
your schedule at SPSFG with academ-
ics and athletics?

KT: Because SPSG is a smaller school, I 
feel very connected to my teachers, mak-
ing it easy to maintain my academics, 
along with my athletic schedule. I know 
that if I ever have a question about where 
I stand in a class, my teachers will always 
provide me with the information I need 
to make sure I’m constantly on task. My 
family also helps keep me grounded and 
makes sure I am on top of my priorities.

PB: What did you do to prepare for the 
upcoming season? Did you do any-
thing differently as far as strength 
training or running?

KT: Over the course of the winter, I 

worked with a personal trainer for speed 
and strength. I’ve continued to work 
with my goalie trainer, Scott Bentkows-
ki, whom I’ve been training with for the 
past eight years. I also participated in 
an indoor league through school, which 
allowed me to get game-time experience 
throughout the course of the offseason 
as well.

PB: What are your plans for college? 
Have you set any career goals yet?

KT: I’ve committed to play Division I 
lacrosse at the University of Vermont, 

where I plan to study neuropsychology.

PB: What have you liked best about 
attending and playing for SPSFG?

KT: SPSG has offered me a tremendous 
amount of opportunities, both in the 
classroom and on the field. I have been 
fortunate enough to take on leadership 
roles within my class and on the field 
throughout my three years of varsity la-
crosse. I also enjoy playing for SPSG be-
cause being a part of the IAAM confer-
ence allows us to compete against some of 
the best schools in the country. 
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PNC Lacrosse Spotlight: St. Paul’s 
School For Girls Goalie Klia Trintis
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  Wick Eisenberg

After Beating Cancer, 
Winters Mill’s Mike Bowers 
Picks Up Where He Left Off
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we can accomplish great things 
through teamwork.
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players attending high school or middle school in Maryland and 

students enrolled in GED or home school programs. Those interested 

can visit meetup.com/md-rugby.

 LACROSSE/SQUASH

LACROSSE SHOWDOWN 
Team registrations are now being accepted for the Maryland Lacrosse 

Showdown July 2-3 in Westminster, sponsored by Sandlot and NWA 

Lacrosse. Male competition in the single-age level teams U12, U13, 

U14, U15, U16 and U17 and female competition in the single-age level 

teams U14, U15, U16 and U17 will play at least four 40-minute games. 

For more information and to register, contact Mark at 410-493-5182, 

email mascom13@aol.com or visit usamateursports.com/lacrosse_

showdown/index.html. 

SQUASH
SquashWise provides incentives for middle school students to excel 

academically, athletically and socially, as well as compete in local and 

national squash tournaments. No squash experience is necessary 

to become a tutor. Visit baltimoresquashwise.org to make your tax-

deductible donation. To make equipment donations and/or become a 

volunteer tutor, email abbym@baltimoresquashwise.org.

YOUTH LACROSSE
The newly formed Baltimore Youth Lacrosse League is now accepting 

in-house registrations for the spring for all kids ages 4-12. Call 443-863-

8377, email baltimoreyouthlaw@gmail.com or visit baltimoreyouthlax.

com for more information and to register. 

  FOOTBALL

WOMEN’S TACKLE FOOTBALL
The Baltimore Burn is recruiting female athletes who want to play 

tackle football. Visit baltimoreburnfootball.com or call head coach Jon 

Randall at 443-897-1192.

JOIN THE RAVENS’ BAND 
Become part of the Baltimore Ravens’ game-day experience by 

joining Baltimore’s Marching Ravens. Visit baltimoreravens.com/

marchingravens.

  OTHER ACTIVITIES

MARCH 17 -- CHARM CITY ROLLER GIRLS 
SK8 DATE
Interested in joining the Charm City Roller Girls? Not sure where to 

start? Come out to CCRG’s Sk8 Date at Skateland North Point, 1113 N. 

Point Rd. in Dundalk from 7-9 p.m. Visit charmcityrollergirls.com for more 

information. 

MARCH 17 -- “MARCH MADNESS-” THEMED 
BENEFIT
To celebrate 35 years of providing free quality civil legal assistance to 

low- and moderate-income Marylanders, Maryland Volunteer Lawyers 

Service will host a “March Madness-” themed benefit from 6-9 p.m. in the 

southeast club level of M&T Bank Stadium. There will be an open beer 

and wine bar, a behind-the-scenes stadium tour that includes field access, 

interactive basketball games and more. Visit mvlslaw.org or call Kim at 

443-451-4065 for more information. 

MARCH 19 -- BLACK TIE AND TAILS
Support the animals at the Baltimore Humane Society, a no-kill shelter, 

by attending this black-tie gala. The event will be hosted by ABC2 news 

anchor Jamie Costello, and it will feature dinner, music, dancing and a 

silent auction. All pets are welcome. The event runs from 6-10 p.m. at The 

Grand Lodge in Hunt Valley. Visit bmorehumane.org for tickets.

MARCH 20 -- THE FOXHALL FARM TROPHY 
CASE
The Foxhill Farm Trophy Chase will take place at the Green Spring 

Valley Hounds Hunt Club, 13920 Mantua Mill Rd. in Glyndon. Post 

time for the event is 1 p.m. For more information, visit marylandstee-

plechaseassociation.com/race-meets/the-foxhall-farm-trophy-chase/.

MARCH 30 -- INTEGRATING THE ORIOLES
Author Bob Luke will discuss the integration of the Orioles and his book 

on the subject, “Integrating the Orioles,” at the Enoch Pratt Free Library, 

400 Cathedral St. at 6:30 p.m. Call 410-396-5430 for more information.

MARCH 30 -- MASN SPORTS TALK
Come to Pappas restaurant in Cockeysville for dinner and talk with 

Steve Melewski, radio host for Orioles pregame and postgame shows and 

feature writer for MASNSports.com. The event benefits Sports Boosters 

of Maryland, which promotes the advancement of amateur and profes-

sional sports for youth and adults and provides related educational and 

charitable services. Call 410-218-8717 or visit sportsboosters.com for more 

information.

APRIL 9 -- CELEBRITY GAME NIGHT
With help from local broadcast celebrities, the Esophageal Cancer Action 

Network will fight to take esophageal cancer “down to the buzzer” during 

Charm City Celebrity Game Night. The event will take place at the 

Marriott Waterfront Hotel from 8-11 p.m. and feature lots of sports-themed 

auction items. Visit ecan.org/charm-city-celebrity-game-night/contestant-

auctions/ or call 410-358-3226 for more information.

APRIL 16 -- SOUTH BALTIMORE LEARNING 
CENTER
Celebrate the 25th anniversary of the South Baltimore Learning Center 

casino style with a gala celebration at Horseshoe Casino Baltimore 

from 6:30-11:30 p.m. There will be silent and live auctions that feature a 

variety of items to bid on, including a behind-the-scenes tour of Ravens 

training camp for four people, a private behind-the-scenes tour of M&T 

Bank Stadium and a party in mayor’s skybox at Camden Yards. Visit 

southbaltimorelearns.org for more information. 

APRIL 23 -- GRAND NATIONAL 
STEEPLECHASE
The 114th running of the Grand National Steeple Chase will take place at 

2838 Butler Rd. in Butler. Visit grandnationalsteeplechase.com for more 

information. 

APRIL 24 -- BOWLING
Proceeds for this event benefit local nonprofits in the South Baltimore 

area. Bowl from 3-5 p.m. at AMF Southwest Lanes, 4991 Fairview Ave. in 

Linthicum Heights. Email matt@sobonet.org or call 443-801-7960 for more 

information.

JUNE 10 -- JONATHAN OGDEN’S GOLF 
TOURNAMENT
Join Jonathan Ogden and his celebrity friends for an unforgettable day 

that will include on-course food and drinks, an after-golf awards dinner, a 

commemorative photo plaque of your group and an Under Armour shirt 

as part of your tournament gift package. Call Wendy at 410-336-8889 or 

visit jonathanogdenfoundation.org for more information. 

BOCCE
Baltimore Social operates a lot like the sports leagues of your youth, 

bringing friends and groups together to compete in a wide range of sports 

and activities, like soccer, skee-ball and sailing. Most of the leagues are 

six to eight weeks long and include a final championship tournament and 

end-of-season parties. Visit baltimoresocial.com for more information.

MEN’S GOLF
Fox Hollow Men’s Golf Club in Timonium has friendly competition at 

tournaments for all skill levels, every other Saturday morning through 

October. Visit foxhollowmensgolfclub.org for information and membership 

application.

MARYLAND OFFICIALS CLUB
Interested in becoming a high school swimming official in the Baltimore-

Anne Arundel area? Experience as a competitive swimmer or coach at the 

high school, college or masters level -- or prior experience officiating -- is 

strongly preferred. Email mdcommish@comcast.net or call Mike Connors 

at 410-653-7307.

HOMESCHOOL SPORTS
Baltimore-area homeschooled boys and girls in grades 6-12 interested in 

playing interscholastic sports can register for the upcoming school season. 

Email chensports@verizon.net for more information and to register.

DUCKPIN BOWLING
Youth fall duckpin bowling leagues for participants ages 3-21 are forming 

at various duckpin centers in Baltimore. Most programs run on Saturday 

mornings and include bowling, shoe rental and coaching. For more 

information, visit ndya.org, call Stacy Karten at 410-356-0936 or follow 

duckpin bowling at Facebook.com/theduckpinnews.

BICYCLE REPAIR
At a cooperative bicycle shop, visitors can work on a donated bike, use 

tools to fix a broken bike or buy ready-to-ride secondhand bikes. Volunteer 

staff will provide assistance. Visit velocipedebikeproject.org for details.

ANDOVER TRACK 
Online registrations are now being accepted for the Andover Apaches 

Track/Track on Point Track Club through May 31. For information about 

the program or to register, visit sports.bluesombrero.com/apaches.

KICKBALL
To participate in co-ed adult kickball around Baltimore, visit  

kickball-baltimore.com for locations and dates.

BALTIMORE FITNESS ACADEMY
BMoreFit’s goal is to reduce childhood obesity in the Baltimore 

metropolitan area by educating and mentoring urban youth with targeted 

programs for improved health, fitness and nutrition. Visit bmorefit.org 

for details.

BABE RUTH MUSEUM
The improved Babe Ruth Birthplace Museum has reopened and is 

located right next to Camden Yards. Babe Ruth’s legacy shaped the sports 

and American life we live now. Consider making a tax-deductible donation. 

Visit baberuthmuseum.org/donate/ or call 410-727-1539, ext. 3012.

BASKETBALL
Maryland AAU will host the AAU boys’ U8 basketball national 

championship July 6-10 in Salisbury. Free practice time will be given to 

early registrants. The final date to register is July 5. For more information 

and to register, visit aauboysbasketball.org or call 410-927-5722.

ULTIMATE FRISBEE
Ultimate Frisbee is one of the fastest growing and most exciting sports, 

combining the nonstop movement and athletic endurance of soccer with 

the aerial passing skills of football into one fast-paced game in which 

everyone is involved. The Pikesville Ultimate Disc Association will host 

youth leagues for boys ages 8-12 at Wellwood Elementary School, 2901 

Smith Ave. in Pikesville. The leagues will begin in April and will run every 

Tuesday night through May. For more information, visit puda.moonfruit.

com, email Brett Weil at ultimate@pikesvillerec.org or call 410-262-6136.

HORSESHOE CLUB
Baltimore Metro Horseshoe Club will host an adult Baggo League on 

Thursdays from 6-9 p.m. through March 31 at Deep Creek Middle School, 

1000 S. Marlyn Ave. in Essex. The cost is $15 for the entire league or $5 per 

night. For more information, call 410-686-5174.
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 WALKS/RACES

APRIL 16 -- SOLE OF THE CITY 10K
Run the streets of Baltimore and finish up with plenty of after-run 

festivities during the Sole of The City 10K. The race will start at 

Charm City Run McHenry Row and take place from 9 a.m.-noon. Visit 

charmcityrun.com for more information.

APRIL 17 -- GREATER BALTIMORE KIDNEY 
WALK
Nearly 6,000 people are expected to attend the Greater Baltimore 

Kidney walk at Camden Yards. The walk highlights the need for organ 

donation and the prevention of kidney disease. Registration will begin 

at 9 a.m. in Parking Lot C. Visit kidneymd.org or call 410-494-8545 for 

more information. 

APRIL 17 -- RED HOT RUN
Proceeds from the race will benefit Roland Park School Faculty 

Compensation to ensure it is able to attract and retain exceptional 

teachers and provide student financial assistance for our talented and 

diverse student community. Visit rpcs.org for more information. 

APRIL 23 -- PORT TO FORT 6K
Rally the troops, enlist your family, challenge your friends or run 

individually through a scenic Fort McHenry 6K course to support the 

20th annual Believe in Tomorrow Children’s Foundation fundraiser. 

The race will start at Coke Field, 2400 Fort Ave. and take place from 

8:30 a.m.-noon. Visit believeintomorrow.org/event/p2f/ to register. 

APRIL 24 -- ADAM THOMPSON 5K RUN/
WALK
This race honors the memory of Adam Thompson, a first-year Harford 

Community College student who was killed in an automobile accident 

in 2011. Proceeds from the race will benefit scholarships supporting 

students attending Harford Community College. The 5K run/walk 

will take place at 8 a.m. at Harford Community College, 401 Thomas 

Run Rd. in Bel Air. The event also includes a children’s play area 

and appearances by the Oriole Bird and Ravens mascot Poe. Online 

registration is available in advance at harford.edu/adam. For more 

information, call 443-412-2449.

APRIL 24 -- OLD BAY 5K
Hosted by McCormick & Co., the inaugural Old Bay 5K Flavor of 

Giving will benefit the American Heart Association, Y of Central 

Maryland and United Way. The race starts at 8:30 a.m. at 215 Schilling 

Circle in Hunt Valley. Visit charmcityrun.com for more information 

and to registration.  

MAY 1 -- AIDS WALK & RUN
Walkers, runners, volunteers and supporters will come together to 

show their support for the HIV/AIDS community of Baltimore during 

the AIDS Walk & Run at the Maryland Zoo in Baltimore. The run 

will benefit Chase Brexton Health Services, a nonprofit community-

based health organization that provides dependable, high-quality, 

comprehensive and accessible health care to those infected with or 

affected by HIV/AIDS. One in 43 Baltimoreans has HIV/AIDS, so take 

a stroll through the zoo and help raise money to support life-changing 

programs and services for people living with the disease. Visit 

baltimoreaidswalk.org for more information and to register. 

MAY 1 -- BRIGANCE BRIGADE 5.7K
The Brigance Brigade Foundation, an organization that supports ALS 

patients and their families, created by former NFL player O.J. Brigance 

and his wife, Chanda, will hold its third 5.7K (to honor O.J. Brigance’s 

jersey number, No. 57) family fun run event  in Canton. Proceeds will 

further the mission of the Brigance Brigade Foundation, whose goal 

is to equip, encourage and empower people living with amyotrophic 

lateral sclerosis (also known as Lou Gehrig’s disease) by providing 

access to equipment and services to patients and their families. The 

event will start at 8 a.m. at Waterfront Park, 1500 S. Clinton St. Visit 

brigancebrigade.org for more information and to register.

MAY 15 -- STRIDE AND THRIVE 5K
All proceeds from the Stride and Thrive 5K will go toward funding 

innovative gynecologic cancer research and the local women’s cancer 

survivorship program at Johns Hopkins. The goal of the race is to 

bring together cancer survivors, their family members and friends, 

women’s health specialists, and the local communities to encourage 

fitness, raise gynecologic cancer awareness and educate women to 

seek out expert care earlier. Visit charmcityrun.com/hopkins for more 

information and to register.   

MAY 22 -- COOL KIDS 5K & 1 MILE FUN 
RUN 
Online registration is open for the Cool Kids 5K & 1 Mile Fun Run 

that will take place at Oregon Park Ridge beginning at 8 a.m. The Cool 

Kids Campaign is devoted to improving the quality of life for pediatric 

oncology patients and their families by focusing on the academic, 

social and emotional needs brought on by a cancer diagnosis. Visit 

coolkidscampaign.org/run for more information and to register. 

AUG. 7 -- IRON GIRL COLUMBIA 
TRIATHLON 
The 11th annual Iron Girl Columbia Triathlon will take place at 6:30 

a.m. at Centennial Lake in Ellicott City. Iron Girl aspires to bring 

women of all ages together as a community by offering a support-

ive, energetic and empowering environment for females pursuing a 

healthy and active lifestyle. Visit irongirl.com/events/columbia_triath-

lon.htm#axzz3zxZ0jBYt for more information and to register.

OCT. 15 -- BALTIMORE RUNNING FESTIVAL
Registration is open for the Baltimore Running Festival -- choose from 

five distances through the Inner Harbor and surrounding areas. Visit 

thebaltimoremarathon.com for more information. 

 BASEBALL/SOFTBALL 

CRABFEST NATIONAL TRAVEL TEAM 
The CrabFest Baseball 18U collegiate national travel team has a 

couple of openings for college-bound or committed players to round 

out the roster of Division I-signed players for the 2016 summer 

team. Professional coaches will prepare and educate players for the 

collegiate baseball journey, and players will compete in three national 

tournaments and play locally in a wood bat collegiate 22U league. The 

season begins the weekend of June 10. For more information, email 

crabuniversity@gmail.com or call 443-255-1669.  

SLOW-PITCH
The Baltimore County Lutherville-Timonium Rec Council has open 

team registration for the spring slow-pitch softball program at 

Seminary Park, which runs from May to mid-August. Men’s leagues 

are Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday evenings, and the coed 

league is Tuesday evenings. Individual players seeking spots will be 

referred to the registered team managers. Email tjharrington51@

netscape.net or call 443-847-1072 for additional openings and details.

MASON-DIXON UMPIRES ASSOCIATION
The MDUA is looking for new high school baseball umpires in 

Baltimore. No experience is necessary. Email Mike Connors at 

mdcommish@comcast.net or call 410-653-7307.

COCKEYSVILLE RECREATION
Visit cockeysvillereccouncil.org or call 410-887-7734 for updates about 

baseball registration for the Cockeysville Recreation Center.

ADULT BASEBALL
Join the Eastern Baltimore County over-40 baseball league, which 

plays with wood bats on 90-foot diamonds. Players of all skill levels 

are encouraged to visit over40baseball.org or call Mike Lockett at 410-

446-0443.

BASEBALL CARD SHOW
A sports card and memorabilia show to benefit Monsignor Slade 

Catholic School will be held at Monsignor Slade Catholic School in 

Glen Burnie from 8 a.m.-2:30 p.m. April 9 and May 14. For more details, 

call Leo at 443-416-6447.

NEGRO LEAGUES BASEBALL
Visit the Hubert V. Simmons Museum of Negro Leagues Baseball 

at the Owings Mills Metro Center. The museum is named after Bert 

Simmons, who played for the Baltimore Elite Giants. The museum is 

open daily, and admission is free. Volunteers are always welcome. Visit 

smnlbinc.org for more information.

 SOCCER/RUGBY

APRIL 23 -- OLD LINE SOCCER CLASSIC
Multiple team registration discounts are available for single-age level 

teams U8, U9, U10, U11, U12, U13, and U14 and dual-age level teams 

U17 (15/16) and U18 (17/18). For more information and to register, visit 

cmsasoccer.com or email scorenews@aol.com. 

CELTIC SOCCER CLUB
Tryouts for the Celtic Soccer Club are for boys ages 6-18 and girls 6-12. 

Registration and information are available at baltimoreceltic.com.

MIGHTY KICKS PUP LEAGUE
The Pup League provides year-round soccer training for boys 

and girls of all abilities ages 2-18. It’s designed to build motor 

skills, self-confidence and basic techniques. Ongoing programs are 

available around Baltimore. Visit mightykicksbaltimore.com for more 

information.

RUGBY
The Baltimore-Chesapeake Rugby Club, the region’s only Division I 

men’s rugby club, is looking for experienced players or those new to the 

game. For more information, email baltimorechesapeakerugby@gmail.

com or visit baltimorerugby.net.

YOUTH RUGBY
Maryland Exiles Youth Rugby is looking for players for the upcoming 

spring season. Experience is not required. The team is open to all 
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ust about every week, a 
news item pops up that 
serves as a reminder 
that the issue of sports 
gambling is constantly 
with us.

In February, two 
states bordering Maryland -- Delaware 
and Pennsylvania -- had sports wager-
ing issues churning in their respective 
legislatures. Neither development was 
especially eyebrow-raising, but in both 

cases, the actions taken illustrated that 
the question of sports gambling is con-
stantly hovering.

In Delaware, that state’s legislature 
is considering methods to make it more 
convenient to bet on the NFL parlays of-
fered in Delaware casinos and at dozens 
of retail outlets. 

The Delaware Lottery has oversight 
for that wagering, and the lottery agency 
recently announced that in 2015, total 
wagers for NFL parlays in the state was 
$39.4 million. The good news, from the 
lottery’s perspective, was that the 2015 

figure was about a 400 percent increase 
from 2009, when the football parlays 
started there. But the not-so-good news 
was that 2015 wagering was about only a 
4 percent jump from 2014.

The conclusion is obvious -- Delaware 
seems to be hitting the top end on sports 
wagering.

Right here it needs to be noted that 
only four states are allowed to have 
sports gambling, and Nevada is the only 
one of those four that’s permitted to 
have wide-open, single-event wagering.  
The other three states, Delaware, Mon-
tana and Oregon, are permitted parlay 
or pool wagering.

The overall prohibition and the hand-
ful of exemptions are the result of a fed-
eral law passed in 1992, the Professional 
and Amateur Sports Protection Act, 
more commonly referred to as PASPA. 
The four exempted states were grandfa-
thered because they previously had such 
wagering on the books.

Now back to Delaware. To help re-
energize the slowing rate of growth in 
sports wagering in that state, there is a 
proposal in the Delaware legislature to 
allow betting on the lottery’s NFL par-
lays on computers and mobile devices. 
Nevada already has mobile sports wa-
gering in operation, and online betting 
has moved the needle financially for 
sports book operators there.

Nevada had a record month in Janu-
ary for all sports betting (more than $448 
million wagered), and a research analyst 
for the Nevada State Gaming Control 
Board credited mobile apps for helping 
generate more action. 

If Delaware were to approve remote 
wagering on its sports parlays, obvious-
ly there would be rules. Online bettors 
would have to be within the state and 
they’d have to be 21 years old.  Delaware 
already has online gambling for poker 
and casino games.

Meanwhile, in Pennsylvania, that 
state’s legislature recently took action on 
sports gambling that is mostly symbolic 
but interesting in its near unanimity.

A committee in the state House of 
Representatives overwhelming ap-
proved, 23-1, a resolution “urging the 
Congress of the United States to lift the 
federal ban on sports betting and to al-
low states that authorize, license and 
regulate casino gaming, including the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, to le-
galize sports betting through its licensed 
facilities.” 

In other words, if PASPA can be un-
done, Pennsylvania wants sports books 
in its casinos.

You’d have to figure that the scores 
of states that already have casinos and 
would want sports betting represents a 
big club.

And that brings us back to PASPA 
and the chief challenger to the federal 
act, which is the state of New Jersey. 
Jersey wants sports gambling, in large 

part, to help its own flagging casino in-
dustry, and the state has been fighting 
since 2012 in the courts to have sports 
wagering.

On other side, fighting to preserve 
PASPA is, of course, the NFL, the other 
major sports leagues and the NCAA.

The two sides were in court once 
again in mid-February, this time in front 
of a full panel of the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the Third Circuit in Philadel-
phia, as New Jersey pressed its appeal 
to overturn a previous ruling that had 
body-slammed New Jersey’s attempt to 
do an end-run around PASPA. New Jer-
sey tried to dodge PASPA by lifting its 
own state prohibition on sports gam-
bling. The tricky part is this -- New Jer-
sey contends that it would not be regu-
lating sports wagering (which would 
have it running afoul of PASPA), yet the 
sports wagering would be restricted to 
casinos and racetracks.

The sports organizations have argued 
that by restricting where sports wager-
ing can be conducted that the state is, 
indeed, authorizing sports wagering in 
a way that has the state in violation of 
PASPA.

If New Jersey loses yet again, it can 
appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court. How-
ever, as it is frequently pointed out, the 
Supreme Court hears less than 1 percent 
of the cases that are presented to it for a 
hearing, and in this instance, there isn’t 
even a situation where two or more lower 
courts have rendered decisions at odds 
with each other.

Here’s the bottom line:
New Jersey keeps losing in court on 

this sports wagering issue, and it is 
quickly running out of courtrooms where 
it can mount an appeal.

The conclusion is that if the effects of 
PASPA are to be undone, then Congress 
will have to do it, and anyone who has 
been paying attention lately knows how 
difficult it has been to get Congressional 
action on almost anything.

Yet -- there has been a drip-drip-drip 
of support for allowing sports wagering.

NBA commissioner Adam Silver 
penned a now-famous article in The New 
York Times last year, saying that sports 
betting appeared to be inevitable and 
that it should be regulated.

Daily fantasy sports, despite being 
under legal and legislative scrutiny, has 
gained wide acceptance and has contrib-
uted to creating a more accepting cli-
mate of fans having a financial interest 
in the games.

Initiatives such as the one in Pennsyl-
vania appear to bipartisan, and scores 
of states are now reliant on gaming tax 
revenues to support their budgets.

So maybe altering PASPA to allow 
states to make their own decisions on 
sports wagering is actually something on 
which Congress can agree.

It’s just hard to set the odds on that 
happening. 
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