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avens quarterback Joe 
Flacco turned 32 Jan. 16. 
Happy birthday, Flacco.

Now what does Flac-
co’s birthday and the 
notion his career clock 
is ticking have to do with 
Rex Ryan returning to 

Baltimore to make the Ravens’ defense 
great again? 

It has everything to do with developing 
a true winning philosophy. A key compo-
nent of which, in the current state of the 
NFL, is honestly appraising the majority of 
the talent on hand as well as knowing what 
your identity is and whether that jibes with 
what makes you good.

Bear with us and we’ll connect the dots 
between a Rex Ryan defense and how the 
Ravens should approach offense in a bit.

Let’s start with the quarterback. But 
first, let’s be clear: this is not to tear down 
Flacco or suggest he should be dumped or 
traded. Those ideas are counterproductive 
to the stated need for honest self-assess-
ment.

Despite head coach John Harbaugh’s 
declaration the Ravens need to run the ball 
more, it’s as clear as can be that Harbaugh 
and the offensive brain trust feel the direc-
tion the league is going, combined with 
Flacco’s arm, makes passing the Ravens’ 
first weapon of choice. 

In 2016, Flacco threw for 4,317 yards, 

which is more than any of his previous 
eight seasons, 331 more than his previous 
high in 2014.  But with that added yard-
age came a lot more of Flacco being the 
centerpiece of the offense. Flacco record-
ed 672 pass attempts to be exact, which 
highlights the problem with the Ravens’ 
offense.

In Flacco’s best four seasons, 2009-2012, 
the team averaged 515 pass attempts per 
season. Flacco’s touchdown-to-intercep-
tion numbers also show less Flacco can ac-
tually be more beneficial. 

In those same four seasons, Flacco 
threw 88 touchdowns compared to 44 inter-
ceptions. This past season with increased 
yardage, Flacco threw 20 touchdowns and 
15 interceptions.

In fact, if you take out one season from 
the past four Flacco campaigns -- when 
Gary Kubiak was the offensive coordina-
tor in 2014 and Flacco threw a career-high 
27 touchdowns but was intercepted just 
12 times -- and look at the other three 
recent seasons, the trend is downright 
alarming: 53 touchdowns versus 49 inter-
ceptions.

Accordingly, the one year Kubiak was 
here, the team went 10-6. If that record is 
removed from the team’s 31-33 record dur-
ing the past four years, the win-loss total 
drops to 21-27.

So, if I am not calling for Flacco to sum-
marily be dismissed from the team, just 
what am I saying? 

I am saying any honest self-assessment 

of the totality of the Ravens starts with 
the notion that Flacco needs to manage a 
game more, and the Ravens need to run 
the ball more often.

If that sounds a bit more like the job 
description of Trent Dilfer back in the sec-
ond half of the 2000 season, then so be it. 
Because, at 32, Flacco can still have a cou-
ple more successful seasons, but the idea 
Flacco is going to suddenly rise up and play 
like he did during the 2012 Super Bowl run 
is sheer folly. His receiving corps has never 
fully recovered from the decision to allow 
Anquan Boldin to leave over a paltry $2 
million.

Boldin was a “rebounder” receiver, who, 
when the ball was thrown his way, was go-
ing to figure a way to leverage his way to 
catching Flacco’s passes. Think Dennis 
Rodman with pass-catching gloves.

In order for a team to win with a highly 
disciplined offense, one that would eschew 
the big-play mentality and try to use the 
big plays when the opposing defense is 
somewhat lulled into a false sense of secu-
rity, you need to do a few things significant-
ly better than the Ravens have done during 
the past few years.

Now, what could Rex Ryan do for a 
Ravens team willing to return to power 
football?

Power football means playing defense 
at an elite level, and getting the opposing 
offense to turn the ball over, two areas in 
which the Ravens have just not been good 
enough in the years since their last Super 
Bowl championship.

When Ryan was fired by the Buffalo 
Bills, his number should have been on 
speed dial for owner Steve Bisciotti. That 
it has to be on his speed dial and not Har-
baugh’s is a whole different story. Har-
baugh’s role as alpha dog has its positives, 
and it surely has its negatives.

If that call had zero chance to be made 
by Harbaugh, then it was incumbent upon 
Bisciotti, like he did with Kubiak, to make 
the strong suggestion that the Ravens at 
least discuss what it would be like to invite 
Ryan back.

With Ryan in that room, with all of his 
bluster and perhaps even a bit of the insuf-
ferable nature he held as the alpha dog of 
the Jets and Bills, yes, it might make things 
a bit more tense for Harbaugh than being 
Dean Pees’ boss. But so be it. The aggres-
siveness Ryan would bring back to an al-
ready improved defense and the swagger 
he’d add are the all-important assets this 
team needs right now.

Pees’ players like and respect him. Ry-
an’s love him and run through walls for 
him.

We are about to have a President who 
promised to make America great again. It 
sure appears the Ravens have muffed on 
the perfect opportunity to make their de-
fense great again. My fear is, without a bold 
move, the Flacco-era in Baltimore won’t 
end much differently than it has the past 
few seasons. 
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 ONE FAN’S OPINION

  Stan “The Fan” Charles
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Rex Ryan Could Have 
Made Ravens’ Defense 
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altimore Sun sportswriter Don Markus 
has compiled an in-depth history of the 
Maryland men’s basketball program in 
his book, “100 Things Maryland Fans 
Should Know & Do Before They Die.”

Markus moved to Baltimore to 
work for The Sun in 1985 after growing 

up and spending 10 years covering college basketball 
in New York. During the more than 30 years that have 
followed, Markus has served two stints on the men’s 
basketball beat that span the coaching tenures of Lefty 
Driesell, Gary Williams and the team’s trip to the Sweet 

Sixteen under Mark Turgeon during the 2015-16 season.
The process of writing the book began for Markus in 

September 2015 and came to a conclusion shortly after 
the end of the Maryland basketball season in May 2016. 
To get started on compiling stories for his 100-chap-
ter book, Markus turned to the two men who oversaw 
nearly 40 years of Maryland basketball: head coaches 
Driesell (1969–1986) and Williams (1989–2011).

“The one thing that helped me was I probably did 
about five hours, or maybe more, of phone interviews 
with Lefty Driesell, and he filled in a lot of chapters and 
a lot of stories that I used for other chapters,” Markus 

said. “If not for Lefty, and 
also for Gary, I don’t know if 
I could have completed the 
book, because they were re-
ally great resources.” 

To fill in the gaps in his 
own knowledge of the pro-
gram, Markus relied on in-
terviews with dozens of cur-
rent and past Terps players 
and staff members. Some 
of the stories he discovered 
surprised even the 30-year 
veteran of the team. 

“There were people I re-
ally wanted to write about, 
who I had covered,” Markus 
said. “Then there were other 
people who I hadn’t covered 
that I found out a lot about, 
and there were other people 
who I had never even heard 
of or knew very little about 
that became chapters in 
themselves and great sto-
ries. That was probably the 
most fun -- doing chapters 
about people that I either 
hadn’t written about or re-
ally hadn’t even heard of 
because that was the most 
original reporting I did.”

Guard Gene Shue 
joined the Terps in 1950 
and became one of the 
most prolific scorers in 
team history. After three 
varsity seasons at Mary-
land, Shue graduated with 
a then-school record 1,384 
points and the team’s sin-
gle-game scoring record 
-- 41 points against Wash-
ington & Lee. 

“I knew he was a really 

good player from Baltimore, and I knew he played in 
the NBA. By the time I started my career, he was coach-
ing,” Markus said. “I didn’t realize what a great player 
he was [at Maryland]. I had a great interview with him. 
He’s very vibrant, and he lives out in San Diego. ... He 
was just a pleasure to talk to and deal with, and he had 
great stories, very sharp memories of everything that 
had gone on during his time at Maryland.”

Before Ernie Graham set the Terps’ single-game 
scoring record of 44 points that still stands today, Al 
Bunge held that record for 18 years after scoring 43 
points against Yale in 1960. Bunge was a member of 
Maryland’s first ACC Tournament Champion team in 
1958, and he earned All-ACC honors his senior year, 
but Markus uncovered another interesting story about 
Bunge that even head coach Turgeon didn’t know.

“[Bunge] happened to mention to me that his 
daughter went to college with Mark Turgeon at Kansas 
and they were friends but had lost touch,” Markus said. 
“He told me to tell Coach Turgeon to say hello from 
Tracy Bunge’s dad, so I saw Mark a few days later and 
told him that Tracy Bunge’s dad says hello. He asked 
me why I would be talking to him, and I said that he 
held the single-game scoring record [at Maryland] for 
18 years. He said he had no idea.”

Those new to Maryland basketball and lifelong fans 
alike will find many of the 100 stories in the book pro-
vide interesting perspectives from the players and 
coaches who were there. The book serves as a historical 
fans’ guide to Maryland basketball. 

“I think that a lot of younger fans who really don’t 
know about the history of the program will enjoy the 
book,” Markus said. “… Last year, when the team was 
playing North Carolina, I asked [then-junior forward] 
Robert Carter Jr. about the 1986 game with Len Bias, 
and he had no clue what I was talking about, and so 
a lot of even current Maryland players don’t know the 
history of the program.” 

“100 Things Maryland Fans Should Know & Do Be-
fore They Die” was published by Triumph Books in No-
vember 2016 and is available online at triumphbooks.
com. 

-- Matt Wilson

Big Bats Café Continues 
To Provide Meals To 
‘Super Plungers’

The fatigue really starts to set in once the DJ and 
masseuses have finished for the night and most every-
body else has gone home. The countdown to dawn of-
fers the toughest challenge for the 30 or so brave souls 
completing 24 dunks in the frigid Chesapeake Bay in 
24 hours as part of the annual Maryland State Police 
Polar Bear Plunge.

The Super Plungers ride out the night in a heated 
tent trying to get a little sleep between treks to the frig-
id water. That’s when -- Donny Boyd says -- the group 
can most appreciate Steve Garland and the spread he 
brings across the Bay Bridge from his Big Bats Café on 
the Eastern Shore.

“By midnight, your body’s done, but you persevere,” 
said Boyd, captain of the Super Plungers. “The biggest 
thing that helps is getting those wings and thinking 
about those egg sandwiches for breakfast.”

More than 10,000 people are expected to participate 
in the 21st edition of the Polar Bear Plunge from Jan. 
26-28 at Sandy Point State Park in Annapolis, Md. Or-
ganizers hope to raise at least $2.5 million for Special 
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Olympics Maryland, boosted by a few new wrinkles, in-
cluding a Pride of Maryland Plunge with athletes who 
participated in the Rio Olympics.

Garland has never charged into the bay himself, but 
he’s become an integral part of one of the state’s big-
gest fundraisers. He’ll stay plenty busy again this time, 
preparing meals round the clock for the Super Plungers 
and their supporters.

“It’s hard work, but there’s no whining about it,” 
Garland said. “We enjoy doing it. You can’t appreciate 
what goes on until you’re actually there and seeing it.”

Garland worked in construction before fulfilling a 
long-time dream with the 1997 opening of the baseball-
themed Big Bats Café in Stevensville, Md. But it was 
more than proximity that pushed him to get involved 
with the Polar Bear Plunge two years later. He’d formed 
a friendship with Jimmy Myrick Jr., a regular customer 
active in Special Olympics and a founding member of 
the Super Plungers.

Garland started out hosting an after-party at his 
restaurant with raffles and a silent auction to keep the 
fundraising going, and eventually began taking his food 
over the bridge to feed participants. His staff catered 
the entire event for a couple years before it simply grew 
too big.

“Steve’s just a great ambassador for us,” Special 
Olympics Maryland president Jim Schmutz said. “He 
comes and supports us, and he’s always asking us how 
he can help. I think, for us, it’s a great example of how 
this [event] brings out the best in Marylanders across 
the state.”

In recent years, Garland has focused on the Super 
Plungers. Each member raises at least $10,000 for the 
chance to spend a full day dunking. Organizers help 
make them more comfortable with a tent warmed to a 
balmy 95 degrees, a hot tub, a variety of entertainment 
options and plenty to eat.

Garland donates enough food to cover breakfast, 
lunch and dinner, plus a late-night snack. He estimates 
it at 800 meals in all.

The wings are the highlight. Or at least former Ra-
ven Haloti Ngata thought so in 2008. The hulking defen-
sive lineman was excited enough he took a turn helping 
to serve them.

“I think he just wanted to make sure he had plenty,” 
Garland joked.

Garland doesn’t really have time to join in the icy 
fun. There’s always something to do. He’s lucky to 
get a few hours of sleep that night with a wing deliv-
ery around 11 p.m. and a 4:30 a.m. wake-up call to get 
breakfast sandwiches ready.

“He’s our hero,” Boyd said.
For Garland, the cause feels personal now. He’s at-

tended Special Olympics competitions and seen the 
joy it brings to everyone involved. That feeling is even 
stronger since Myrick died last February at 33 after a 
four-year battle with leukemia.

Garland sponsored a group of local athletes going to 
the 2003 Special Olympics World Games in Ireland, and 
holds a golf tournament benefiting the organization ev-
ery fall and looks forward to dispensing free crab soup 
and wings at the Polar Bear Plunge.

Garland feels like he’s got the easy job -- all things 
considered.

“I know exactly how cold it is,” Garland said. “I’ve 
been around enough times at 2 in the morning and 
things like that. I’m always impressed. Once you’ve 
done it once, and then you still come back the next year 
and do it, you’re definitely a dedicated and big-hearted 
person.”

-- Eric Detweiler

Local Boxer Engineers 
Comeback Of A Lifetime

Before boxing was his profession, a teenage Travis 
Reeves would take the metro from Owings Mills, Md., 
to Broadway Street near Johns Hopkins Hospital, and 
then walk to the Baltimore Boxing Club in Fells Point.

Reeves won his first amateur match in 1997 at age 
17, after only three weeks in the gym. But even as he 
moved on from college to a career as an electrical en-
gineer, boxing remained a part of his conditioning. 
Reeves trained wherever life took him, but his current 
gym, Honeycomb Boxing Gym in Baltimore, is different 
than any other he has been in. In this gym, Reeves has 
made a comeback, and in this gym, Reeves is referred 
to as “The Champ.”

Reeves, 36, who did not begin his professional box-
ing career until age 32, says the timing was perfect and 
“I’m glad I didn’t turn pro” earlier. 

In 2004, following a loss in the amateur Maryland 
State Golden Gloves championship, Reeves decided 
to turn professional but nothing came to fruition. He 
signed a contract to a fight in Philadelphia that fell 
through, his camp started to break down and his box-
ing career was finished, at least for a while.

“It was not an easy decision, because there was no 
guarantee I could come back,” the now United States 
Boxing Organization’s light heavyweight champion 
said. 

Later that year, Reeves graduated from Morgan 
State University, five miles from his old boxing gym. He 
began working as an electrical engineer for Phoenix In-
ternational, a marine services contractor, and eventu-
ally became their top electrical engineer. Reeves now 
does the same job for the U.S. Coast Guard. 

But unfinished business of his other career haunted 
Reeves. Buying real estate and other ventures could 
not fill the gap. 

“OK, you’re a great engineer now. You proved that 
you can do that,” Reeves said to himself. “Now go back 
to your original plan to be the best fighter in the world.”

Reeves credits his second run at boxing and the ac-
companying success to the group surrounding him, 
both in the gym and outside of it. 

“You can always play with those [what if] scenar-
ios, but honestly, I’m excited I waited, only because I 
wanted to be in contact with the people I’m in contact 
with now,” Reeves said. “When I was 21, I did not have 
[these] people around me.”

Those include the Shabazz Brothers and Shawstyle 
Productions, which have put professional boxing on 
display in Baltimore. Reeves won the United States 
Boxing Organizations’ light heavyweight championship 
at their sixth Baltimore Boxing Renaissance event in 
November at DuBurns Arena against a previously un-
defeated Aaron Quattrocchi. Also, the Maryland State 
cruiserweight champion, Reeves has not lost a fight 
since July 2013 and boasts a 13-2-2 professional record. 

“The local fighters now have a format and a place in 
which they can perform, otherwise the only place you 
can have them is out of town,” Reeves’ friend and busi-
ness partner Richard Swartz said. “[Imagine] if the Ra-
vens only ever had away games, [this] gets everybody 
involved.”

Not only does Reeves now have a hometown team 
by his side, he has the trainer he always longed for. A 
former professional boxer himself, Vernon Mason is the 
voice in Reeves’ ear every day at Honeycomb Boxing 
Gym, owned by Lamont Farmer, who also travels to all 
of Reeves’ fights. 

“I realized [Mason] was the missing ingredient that 
I needed to go pro 10 years ago,” Reeves said. “When 
I was younger, I was so athletic, so skillful, so raw. I 
fought with a lot of heart, but he took me to another 
level.” 

Mason, who finished with a 22-8-4 career record in 
the late 1960s to the mid-1970s in the welterweight divi-
sion, first saw Reeves fight in 2010 when Reeves knocked 
out a professional in a sparring session. 

“He reminded me of me. I saw the devious mind,” 
Mason said.

Mason and Farmer take great pride in their boxers 
being analytical, and praise Reeves for being able to 
learn and be responsive to direction. Farmer said he 
prefers fighters to have instincts rather than emotions 
and claims Reeves possesses those instincts.

“Emotions are the enemy of the fighter,” Farmer 
said. “If you won a fight on an emotional high, you got 
lucky, that is what the amateur does.”

Mason echoed a similar sentiment regarding Reeves’ 
will and character as a person. 

“If he were defeated, he would not sulk [in] defeat,” 
Mason said. “He would not mope like I see some guys 
do. He would analyze what caused the defeat. We know 
that because we instilled that in him -- to be analytical.”

Even after Reeves started training with Mason in 
late 2010, he did not turn pro immediately. But when 
he started to see he had the right camp around him, he 
saw an opportunity. He wanted to be the best he could 
be in whatever he did, engineering or boxing, and now 
both were a possibility. 

“Timing is everything,” Mason said. “We have a lot of 
guys that could be great, but the timing and the combi-
nation of things just aren’t there. You have to recognize 
when it is the time, and a lot of that comes from the 
people around you being able to teach you.”

Although more professional boxing is being brought 
into Baltimore, Reeves said the stars must still align for 
a young fighter to make it out of a tough environment 
like Baltimore. But those who make it out, can make it 
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out of anywhere. 
“Who is teaching these guys? Do they have the right 

support cast? Are they really dedicated? Is their heart 
really into it?” Reeves said. “There are all these differ-
ent variables.”

Reeves’ next fight will be in Australia with the IBF 
International light heavyweight title on the line. A vic-
tory against Trent Broadhurst would be the biggest of 
his career and would put Reeves closer to obtaining a 
chance at one of professional boxing’s four light heavy-
weight world championship titles. 

The fight will be live streamed on the Shawstyle Pro-
ductions Facebook page March 18 at a time to be an-
nounced. 

“He never gave up faith in who he was. He never gave 
up faith that he could be somebody significant in the 
game,” Farmer said. “He is on the precipice of great-
ness right now.” 

-- Jacob Troxell

Ean Katz Fights Cancer 
With A Football Mindset 

In the summer of 2015, Ean Katz was on the verge of 
realizing his dream of playing college football at Tow-
son University. 

The former Atholton High School star linebacker 
thought the struggles of the past were in the rearview 
mirror. Katz survived a ruptured appendix while play-
ing a high school football game against archrival River 
Hill and spent his last semester of high school in bed 
with kidney failure. His dream of playing college foot-
ball ended temporarily after trying to walk on at Mary-

land while still recovering from nephritic syndrome. 
He then played well enough at L.A. Pierce College 

in 2013 to earn five scholarships: Stetson, San Diego 
University, Idaho State, Beaumont and Portland State. 
But in early 2014, he was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s lym-
phoma and had to forfeit his scholarship offers. With 
his cancer in remission, he walked on at Towson. 

Katz bulked up to 255 pounds and climbed the depth 
chart as a walk-on. He caught the coaching staff ’s at-
tention during spring practice at linebacker and defen-
sive end. 

It was the end of summer camp and his birthday 
when Katz received a call that would alter his path to 
the gridiron once again. 

“He worked very hard to get ready for the season,” 
said his father, Jeff Katz. “He played in the spring game 
and impressed the coaches. All he ever wanted to do 
was play college football since he was 7 years old.”

On his 21st birthday, just days from the Tigers’ first 
game of the season, Ean Katz’s doctor told him the lym-
phoma had returned.

“I was never going to play college football,” Ean Katz 
said. “That’s how my college career ended.”

With a mindset focused on discipline and training, 
Ean Katz went back to work to beat the cancer again. 

“There is no quit in him. It’s not in his nature,” 
Jeff Katz said. “The team at Johns Hopkins Hospital 
thought they could eradicate the lymphoma using im-
munotherapy drugs though an IV infusion every three 
weeks. It didn’t work.”

After chemotherapy in early 2016, Ean Katz’s cancer 
was in remission, and the doctors decided on a bone 
marrow transplant to prevent a relapse. He was kept in 
isolation. The transplant cells took in a matter of days. 

“It’s like the boy in the bubble. He basically had no 
immune system,” Jeff Katz said. “He broke the record 

for white blood cell count. He was committed to work-
ing out the whole time, eating right and looking ahead 
to life after cancer. He kept his composure and stayed 
focused. He’s in it for the long haul. If you saw him, 
you’d never know he had cancer.”

Ean Katz participated in another immunotherapy 
protocol at the Dana Farber Institute at Harvard. The 
side effects forced him to quit the protocol a few weeks 
early, but he remained committed to his exercise regi-
men and diet. 

Now, Ean Katz has taken the fight from the gridiron 
to the cancer ward. He signed up to ride a bicycle from 
Baltimore to Key West, Fla., in April to raise $5,000 for 
the Ulman Cancer Fund for young adults with cancer. 
He’s also studying exercise science to explore how nu-
trition and exercise can improve the lives of cancer pa-
tients. 

“He’s been through a lot and is always looking for 
what’s ahead of him,” Jeff Katz said. “My proudest mo-
ment as a football father was when he called a timeout 
in an Atholton game. The coaches initially weren’t hap-
py that he burned a timeout. Ean explained that they 
had lined up in a formation that they had never seen 
before. He’s always focused on what lies ahead.” 

Football is not in Ean Katz’s future, despite having 
two years of eligibility remaining. He and his father are 
waiting for the results of his most recent scan.

“I don’t plan on it,” Ean Katz said of returning to foot-
ball. “It’s takes a lot out of me mentally and physically, 
and I would need to get acclimated to my fourth college 
football program. I would have been an average college 
player with a business degree. This way I can be a hero 
behind the scenes and help people. I am a hero to my-
self. I’m just happy to wake up and not have cancer.” 

-- Dean Smith
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However, when vision, hard work and 
fortuitous circumstances align, athletics 
and academics can enjoy a positive, syner-
gistic relationship. Such has been the case 
at Baltimore County’s Stevenson Univer-
sity, where the 16-year tenure of recently re-
tired president Kevin Manning has seen the 
institution evolve exponentially from what 
had formerly been Villa Julie College.

Since Manning’s arrival in 2000, enroll-
ment has grown from about 1,500 to more 
than 4,200; the university budget increased 
from $25 million to about $155 million, and 
numerous intercollegiate sports were add-
ed, including football.

Classroom offerings at Stevenson Uni-
versity have grown to seven schools offering 
majors that span the academic spectrum 
from nursing, business and criminal justice 
to theater, film and fashion design.

At the same time, the Stevenson Mus-
tangs athletic program has earned an im-
pressive collection of championship ban-
ners and trophies in a variety of sports, 
highlighted by the men’s lacrosse team win-
ning the NCAA Division III national cham-
pionship in 2013.

“This has been a great run, and it was 
the result of great teamwork,” said Tim 
Campbell, the university’s senior vice presi-
dent for finances.

Referring to Manning’s arrival when the 
seeds were planted for the university’s fu-
ture trajectory, Campbell said, “What we 
realized quickly was even though Villa Julie 
was a special place, it was small and frag-
ile.”

At the beginning of the new century, 
Villa Julie was still essentially a commuter 
college. If students required housing, ar-
rangements were made at long-stay hotels 
or in an area apartment building.

In Manning’s view, maintaining the sta-
tus quo was far from ideal. His plan from 
the beginning was to move the college for-
ward on several tracks by improving stu-
dent life with more dormitory housing, ex-
panding academic offerings and pumping 
up athletics.

“I knew from having been in the industry 
for many years that the market for higher 
education was going to become much more 
challenging and that a larger institution 
was going to be much more competitive,” 
said Manning, 72, who retired at the end 
of November. “Plus, we could provide more 
quality services -- academic and otherwise 
-- for our faculty, our staff and our students, 
because size is such a big factor. And you 
couldn’t do what we did in athletics without 
being a bigger institution.”

Eventually, athletics would provide the 
momentum to grow the college that was 
originally situated in a cozy setting, now 
referred to as the Greenspring Campus, 
on Greenspring Valley Road just north of 
I-695. But first, room for expansion needed 
to be created by adding housing that could 
accommodate a larger student body.

In 2003, the college bought 15 acres in 
Owings Mills, Md., about six miles west of 
the original campus, earmarked for student 
housing. The land was adjacent to the old 
Baltimore Ravens practice facility and not 
long after, the college also purchased that 
property from Baltimore City, which in-
cluded practice fields and an administra-
tion building that would become the nerve 
center for the athletic program’s growth.

The former Ravens facility even includ-
ed some old furniture. Longtime Steven-
son athletic director Brett Adams still uses 
the desk that belonged to Ravens founding 
owner Art Modell.

“I knew that if we were going to build an 
athletic program that we were not going 
to be able to do it recruiting just within an 
hour of our school. We were going to have to 
recruit from out of the area,” Adams said. 
“That meant that we were going to need 
housing, so that had to become the first 
priority. But if we were going to commit to 
building dorm space, the athletic depart-
ment had to be able to fill those dorms, and 
we felt that we could absolutely do that. We 
felt we were going to have no problem filling 
those beds, and we were excited about the 
chance to do it.”

OFTEN IN HIGHER EDUCATION, ATHLETICS 
AND ACADEMICS MAKE FOR AWKWARD 
BEDFELLOWS. INSTANCES OF ACADEMIC 
FRAUD -- STAFF MEMBERS COMPLETING 
CLASS WORK FOR ATHLETES OR PLAYERS 
BEING STEERED TO PHONY COURSES FOR 
EASY GRADES -- HAVE MADE HEADLINES, 
EMBARRASSED UNIVERSITIES AND DRAWN 
CENSURE FROM THE NCAA.
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Villa Julie College was founded by the 
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur in 1947. 
The school was primarily for women and fo-
cused on what could be called white-collar 
vocational training in the medical-secre-
tarial field. Seven years later, it was able to 
offer two-year college degrees.

In 1967, Villa Julie became an indepen-
dent institution, ending its association with 
the Catholic Church and coming under the 
guidance and control of a secular board of 
trustees, mainly businessmen and profes-
sionals.

The remainder of the 20th century saw 
Villa Julie expand its academic offerings; 
become co-educational by admitting men 
in 1972; construct academic and campus life 
buildings, and in 1984, become a four-year 
college.

In 1994, Villa Julie was accepted into the 
NCAA in Division III, a designation that 
would be significant in shaping the univer-
sity’s future.

Manning arrived in 2000 as the institu-
tion’s fourth president after holding key 

jobs at Washington University in St. Louis, 
Elizabethtown College in Pennsylvania and 
Immaculata College (now Immaculata Uni-
versity) in suburban Philadelphia.

Manning also came with ambitious 
but carefully plotted plans for Villa Julie’s 
march into the new century.

First came the dorms on the newly ac-
quired Owings Mills campus and almost si-
multaneously, the acquisition of the Ravens 
facility that would become the site of a sta-
dium for a football program still years away.

However, none of it would have come to-
gether if the administration team couldn’t 
find other leaders who shared Manning’s vi-
sion for what Stevenson could become and 
make prospective students, including ath-
letes, see it as well.

“Kevin Manning, Brett Adams and Tim 
Campbell all wanted people who were 
willing to roll up their sleeves and sell the 
dream,” said Kathy Railey, the school’s as-
sociate athletic director and head women’s 
lacrosse coach. “It took a special kind of 
person to see it and then recruit the stu-
dents that you needed to keep the dream 
afloat.”

When Adams first showed up at then-
Villa Julie in 1994, the school had between 
70 and 80 students playing NCAA sports. 
Now, it has more than 700 students playing 
NCAA sports and another couple hundred 
playing club and intramural sports.

In the 1990s, students traveled to games 
in vans driven by part-time assistant 
coaches, and Adams said the entire athletic 
department budget was $57,000.

“Today, we spend $55,000 just on pre-
season meals for our fall sports,” Adams 
said. “The students travel to games in char-
tered buses, and when the distance dictates 
it, we travel by plane.”

Stevenson University offers 27 NCAA-
level sports from football to women’s beach 
volleyball. The roster of sports also includes 
men’s and women’s basketball, lacrosse, 
soccer, indoor and outdoor track and field, 
cross country, golf, tennis, ice hockey, swim-
ming, regular volleyball, baseball (men), 
softball (women) and field hockey (wom-
en).

The reason Stevenson can be so expan-
sive in its athletic offerings is that as a Di-
vision III school, it and its competitors are 
not permitted to give out athletic scholar-
ships. This allows Stevenson to avoid the fi-
nancial arms race that drags down so many 

Division I and Division II athletic programs.
“Staying Division III was very impor-

tant,” Manning said. “Over the years, I had 
had a lot of experience with various athletic 
programs. I had gone to Ohio State my-
self (where he earned his doctorate), and 
worked at Washington University in St. 
Louis, which is a top Division III program, 
and I knew that Division III was going to be 
our sweet spot. We were never tempted to 
do anything else.”

Being a Division III school dramati-
cally alters the athletic financial model. 
Larger schools hand out millions of dollars 
in scholarship money that, on the ledger 
sheet, is an enormous expense in running a 
sports program.

At the Division III level, a student-ath-
lete may be eligible for the same financial 
aid package as any other student. Steven-
son administrators estimate an athlete 
entering Stevenson represents about a 
$20,000-a-year net gain to the university.

The type of student-athletes who at-
tend Stevenson are those who enjoy playing 
sports, were pretty good in high school and 
want to continue in college, but they realize 
an athletic scholarship probably isn’t in the 
cards. Even if they make it as a walk-on at 
a bigger school, they’d have little chance of 
getting much playing time.

Stevenson has become a desirable al-
ternative for Division III-level student-ath-

letes by providing superior athletic facilities 
and an academic program that boasts plac-
ing more than 90 percent of its graduates 
into jobs or graduate programs within six 
months of getting their diploma.

“Our motto is that we are a Division III 
school that provides a Division I experi-
ence,” Railey said. “You’re still going to be 
doing film study every day. You’ll still have 
study halls. You’ll be putting in the time 
both physically and mentally.

“And while we don’t have scholarships, 
our athletes know that their gear is going 
to be as good as their buddies’ who may go 
to Maryland. They’ll travel in style. They’ll 
have full-time head coaches and, in some 
cases, full-time assistant coaches, which is 
unheard of in Division III.”

While Manning and his team had been 
working on evolving Stevenson’s campus, 
academic offerings and athletic programs 
for several years, a pivotal moment came in 
2008 when the university’s board of trustees 
voted to rename Villa Julie College as Ste-
venson University.

The move had practical, psychologi-
cal and marketing implications that an-
nounced the institution with dual cam-
puses in Baltimore’s northern suburbs had 

transitioned from being a commuter college 
to a regional university.

Next came the twin decisions to start a 
football team and build a football stadium.

“We were fortunate in that when we ac-
quired the old facilities in Owings Mills, we 
had the makings of a football stadium, so 
we weren’t starting entirely from scratch,” 
current board of trustees chairman Jim 
Stradtner said. “But if you were going to 
have a football stadium, you better have a 
football team.”

The looming question was could Ste-
venson recruit enough students-athletes to 
field a reasonably competitive football team 
without offering scholarships?

Athletic officials hoped to attract about 
80 prospective football players for the ini-
tial season in 2010, which was basically a 
developmental year (the team started play 
in 2011). Instead, 125 student-athletes were 
recruited to become part of the first Mus-
tangs football team.

“When we saw the large number of ap-
plicants that wanted to play football, I was 
amazed,” Stradtner said.

Immediately, it became obvious Man-
ning’s business model for sports was go-

ing to work. If the university created sports 
programs within the context of a university 
that promised a rewarding academic expe-
rience and post-graduation success in the 
workplace, families with the requisite fi-
nancial resources would send their children 
there and athletes would embrace being 
part of an NCAA atmosphere.

In 2011, the university opened the 3,500-
seat Mustang Stadium. A year earlier, the 
Owings Mills Gymnasium opened. Com-
bined, the two buildings cost about $20 mil-
lion.

The startup of the football program and 
attendant marching band meant an enroll-
ment jump of about 250 students, Manning 
said. Arguably, those are 250 students that 
otherwise might not have attended Steven-
son. The tuition those students represent 
pays the annual debt load of the two sports 
buildings, Manning said.

The marching band is an example of how 
athletics can create spinoff activities that 
give the university a three-dimensional feel. 
Manning figured a football Saturday should 
be an event and a marching band was in-
tegral to the experience. The university so-
licited the advice of John Ziemann, leader 
of the legendary Baltimore Colts’ Marching 

Band that became the Marching Ravens. 
Ziemann recommended Mark Lortz, who 
was then at Westminster High School, as 
band director.

“When I first put together the estimated 
cost for what a marching band would cost, 
there was a little bit of sticker shock,” Lortz 
said.

But Lortz also had calculations to show 
the investment would be worth it. The ap-
peal of a marching band for prospective 
students mirrored what happened with 
football recruiting.

“We projected we’d get about 35 stu-
dents that first year and we got 72,” Lortz 
said. “Then it jumped to 100, and it’s peak-
ing at about 125 to 130.”

Now, fall Saturdays at Stevenson crackle 
with the autumnal tradition of football on 
campus.

In front of Mustang Stadium, there’s a 
statue of a rearing stallion that’s a favorite 
photo op setting for visiting parents. The 
marching band provides a soundtrack for 
tailgating. And so far, the results on the 
field have generally given Stevenson fans 
plenty to cheer about.

A member of the Middle Atlantic Con-
ference, Stevenson’s football program un-
der head coach Ed Hottle steadily climbed 
the conference standings. In 2016, the Mus-
tangs finished first in the MAC with 
an 8-1 league record and advanced 
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to the NCAA Division III playoffs before 
losing to Wesley Nov. 19. They were ranked 
No. 20 nationally in the D3football.com top 
25 poll.

“When Manning made that move to 
build that stadium and hire a football 
coach, that’s when they started to get at-
tention and get more ink. He showed that 
he understood what makes the clock tick 
in terms of college fundraising,” said Bob 
Leffler, who ran a longtime Baltimore ad-
vertising and marketing agency that spe-
cialized in sports. Leffler has worked with 
schools in just about every major college 
conference and designed Stevenson’s sig-
nature “S.”

“You have to give Manning credit,” Lef-
fler said. “When I attend NCAA conferenc-
es, the complaint that I hear from the ath-
letics people is that the college presidents 
have taken over [the athletics programs] 
and too often they don’t know what they’re 
doing. And Manning knew what he was do-
ing -- too bad he’s not younger.”

Manning announced last spring he in-
tended to retire in 2017, and some minor but 
pressing health concerns accelerated his 
timetable. 

“I think it needs a fresh set of eyes,” 
Manning said. “I’m being realistic; you can’t 
do this forever.”

With his retirement Nov. 29, there is the 
natural reaction of wonder about the uni-
versity’s future.

Most immediately, Stevenson’s arc to-
ward expansion is likely to continue as the 
school moves closer to finalizing a deal with 
the state to acquire a significant parcel of 

land just east of and largely contiguous to 
the Owings Mills Campus that was part of 
the Rosewood Center, a long-abandoned 
facility that once housed those with mental 
disabilities. The university has been negoti-
ating to acquire 128 acres -- some of which 
may require environmental remediation 
-- and would be put to use for more sports 
facilities as well as, eventually, academic 
purposes.

Then, of course, is the matter of replac-
ing Manning. Claire Moore, the university’s 
vice president of student affairs, has been 
serving as interim president.

“I prefer to select someone who is com-
mitted to carrying on the vision of moving 
ahead and continuing to improve Steven-
son in both athletic and academic areas,” 
Stradtner said.

A decision on a new president could 
come in March.

Like many retirees, Manning plans to 
spend more time with family while still 
maintaining some involvement with his life-
long vocation pondering higher education 
and perhaps consulting.

“It was an exciting and significant jour-
ney for me and, I think, for everyone who 
was at Stevenson,” Manning said. “And you 
have to recognize the team -- in athletics, 
the faculty and the staff. It was really an 
honor for me to not only serve Stevenson 
and the university but also the Maryland 
community.” 

– photography – 
cover & pages 10-12: sabina moran / pressbox
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2016 was full of highs and lows for Baltimore 
sports fans. There was the Ravens’ Christmas 
Day agony in Pittsburgh, the Maryland men’s la-
crosse team’s heartbreaking loss to North Caro-
lina in the NCAA championship game, Orioles 
closer Zach Britton still waiting in the bullpen in 
Toronto and much more. 

So, yeah, 2016 was full of lows for Baltimore 
sports fans. What does 2017 have in store? For The 
15 this month, we take a look at Baltimore sports 
highlights on tap for 2017. 

 

JAN. 20: JOHN CARROLL AT MOUNT 
ST. JOSEPH BOYS’ BASKETBALL
You don’t have a ton of time to prepare for this 

one. This will be the second meeting between the Patriots 
and Gaels in the span of five days. Not only are both teams 
among the top ranked in the area, they feature some of 
the most captivating players the area has to offer. Mount 
St. Joe senior guard Darryl Morsell is headed to Maryland 
next season, and the Terps are one of many teams high on 
his junior teammate, forward Jalen Smith, a top 30-ranked 
prospect. John Carroll junior guard Immanuel Quickley is 
a top 15-ranked prospect who already has an offer from 
Maryland ... and from Kentucky and Kansas and UConn 
and UCLA ... you get it. 

 FEB. 25: NORTH CAROLINA AT 
MARYLAND WOMEN’S LACROSSE
These teams have squared off in three of the last 

four national championship games (Maryland beat Syra-
cuse in 2014), including last year’s surprise 13-7 loss for the 
Terrapins. The Tar Heels and Terps are ranked No. 1 and 
No. 2, respectively, in the Inside Lacrosse preseason poll.

MARCH 8-12: BIG TEN MEN’S 
BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT AT 
VERIZON CENTER

Maryland spent 61 years playing in the ACC. During that 
time, the ACC Tournament was held in the area exactly 
four times. Maryland is now in its third season in the Big 
Ten, and it already gets the chance to “host” the event this 
year in Washington, D.C. Of course, the last time Mary-
land played in a conference tournament at Verizon Center 
(2005) the Terps lost their first game, so here’s to slightly 
better results this time around. 

MARCH 17 & 18: MUSTANG CLASSIC 
AT STEVENSON UNIVERSITY
This is always one of the more underrated events 

on the local sports calendar, but it is no less outstanding. 
The Mustangs host eight Division III lacrosse powers (five 
of which are ranked in the Inside Lacrosse preseason top 
20) for back-to-back quadruple-headers at Mustang Sta-
dium. Stevenson faces Lynchburg and York in this year’s 
nightcaps. 

APRIL 3: OPENING DAY, BLUE JAYS 
AT ORIOLES
I would tell you to start thinking up excuses for 

why you need the day off work, but no one ever does that 
anymore, right? You just tell the truth, right? Could you 
even imagine saying, “Yeah, you see me wearing Orioles 
ties at least once a week, and I take the company tickets 
no fewer than 15 times a year, but no, I totally just have 
a cough and deleted you as a friend on Facebook by ac-
cident.”

The only disappointing part about the Blue Jays 
coming to town is it looks like outfielder Jose Bautis-
ta won’t be with them. So who the hell do we boo? We 
didn’t start drinking at 5 a.m. to not boo anyone for no 
good reason. 

APRIL 27-29: NFL DRAFT IN  
PHILADELPHIA
The Ravens will have the 16th pick in the draft 

and will once again go into it desperately needing a dif-
ference-maker in the first round and multiple contribu-
tors throughout. While hanging out with Eagles fans for 
a weekend might not sound like fun, this will be the clos-
est the draft has ever been to Baltimore -- if it’s an event 
you’ve always wanted to attend. 

APRIL 29: JOHNS HOPKINS AT 
MARYLAND MEN’S LACROSSE
The Terps are ranked third and the Blue Jays 

12th in the Inside Lacrosse preseason rankings. Both 
teams are likely to be in the mix again this season, with 
senior attackman Matt Rambo and junior attackman 
Shack Stanwick expected to lead the Terrapins and Blue 
Jays, respectively. With the Big Ten Tournament in Co-
lumbus, Ohio, the NCAA regionals at Delaware and Hofs-
tra and the Final Four in Foxborough, Mass., this is likely 
the only meeting in the area this season for the sport’s 
greatest rivalry. 

You might also want to put the March 18 game between 
Loyola and Navy at Ridley Athletic Complex on your cal-
endar. Both Patriot League teams are ranked in IL’s pre-
season top 10. 

MAY 7:  
BALTIMORE AFL HOME KICKOFF
We don't know the full schedule just yet (and 

frankly we don't know all that much about the team in gen-

eral), but we do know, for the first time, the Arena Football 
League will come to Baltimore May 7. The new Baltimore 
team will open on the road April 7 and will then return to 
Charm City for its home opener -- hopefully just after the 
Baltimore Blast have brought another title to the city. 

MAY 20: 142ND PREAKNESS  
STAKES AT PIMLICO
You never know which year might be the final 

year for Preakness at Pimlico. I wish that wasn’t the case, 
but it is what it is. Classic Empire, Mastery and Practical 
Joke are some of the horses that could be in the mix, but 
you’re certainly not there for the horses.

JUNE 29-JULY 2: PGA QUICKEN 
LOANS NATIONAL AT TPC  
POTOMAC AT AVANEL FARM

The renovated course hosts a PGA Tour event for the 
first time since Ben Curtis won the Booz Allen Classic 
there in 2006. The event was held at Congressional four 
of the last five years, with last year’s event being won by 
former Navy golfer Billy Hurley, perhaps the best mo-
ment of the 2016 golf season. And lest you forget, this is 
Tiger Woods’ event, and he actually plays golf again. At 
least for now. 

JULY 14-16: CUBS AT ORIOLES
While some fans are “over” interleague play, the 
visit from the defending World Series champs 

should make for a special weekend at Camden Yards. Oth-
er schedule highlights for the Birds this season include the 
annual home-and-home with the Nationals May 8-11 and a 
visit from would-be former Oriole outfielder Dexter Fowler 
and the Cardinals June 16-18. 

SEPT. 2: MARYLAND AT TEXAS 
FOOTBALL
How many times have you said, “I really want to 

go visit Austin” in your life? This is a tremendous oppor-
tunity to spend Labor Day weekend in one of America’s 
coolest cities, as the Terps play their most significant  
nonconference game since they played Notre Dame in 
2011. It will also be the first game for Tom Herman as head 
coach of the Longhorns.

SEPT. 24 OR OCT. 1: RAVENS/JAGUARS 
IN LONDON
Trips to Tennessee and Green Bay are the other 

appealing destinations for fans wanting to travel with the 
Ravens in 2017. But this is the ultimate road trip (to this 
point) in Ravens history. 

OCT. 7: AIR FORCE AT NAVY  
FOOTBALL
The Army-Navy game in Philadelphia Dec. 9 

might get the headlines, but this should be an excellent game 
in Annapolis, Md., as the Midshipmen begin their quest to 
reclaim the Commander-in-Chief ’s Trophy. Speaking of 
Annapolis, the annual Veterans Classic college basketball 
doubleheader is slated for Nov. 10 at Alumni Hall as well.  

 
NOV. 4: MARYLAND/RUTGERS  
FOOTBALL AND WRESTLING AT 
YANKEE STADIUM

Dubbed the “Big Ten Battle in the Bronx,” this is actually 
a really cool event, even if the football teams might not 
necessarily be. The college wrestling match is scheduled 
first, with football to follow, and if nothing else, the aes-
thetics should be pretty cool.  

2017 
SPORTS 

HIGHLIGHTS
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Learn more at GoMustangSports.com.
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Softball

Men’s and Women’s Swimming
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(indoor and outdoor)

Men’s and Women’s Volleyball

583 All-Conference selections. 70 championship appearances. 31 players of the 
year. And 86 All-Americans. These are just a few of the highlights of Mustang 
sports. With our 27 Division III sports teams and 800-plus student-athletes, we 
can’t wait to see what we do next.
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ometime in July or early August, Buck 
Showalter will have more major league 
wins as a manager than Earl Weaver. 
That’s right. Showalter, the now leg-
endary Orioles manager who can 
probably manage this team as long as 
he wants to, will have more wins than 

the other Orioles managerial legend.
Of course, Showalter, who begins the 2017 season 

with 547 Orioles wins, can probably only dream of pass-
ing Weaver for most Orioles wins. He trails Weaver by 
933 and would have to manage into his seventies.

Last season, Showalter passed Paul Richards for 
second-most wins in franchise history, and in May, will 
have the second-longest tenure in team history.

Showalter is one of the best managers of present 
time. He’s had winning records in three of his four man-
agerial jobs and transformed the Orioles from one of 
the weakest teams in baseball to one of the strongest.

Showalter is also an innovator who isn’t afraid to try 
the unconventional, and he thinks of what’s right for the 
game -- even if it isn’t necessarily best for the Orioles.

But is Showalter a Hall of Famer? For the moment, 
he’s not.

Showalter has won American League Manager of the 
Year Awards in 1994 with the New York Yankees, 2004 
with the Texas Rangers and 2014 with the Orioles. He 
came in second in 1993 and 2012, and an argument could 
be made he should have won when he took the Arizona 
Diamondbacks to the postseason in the team’s second 
year. Showalter’s D-Backs won 100 games and the Na-
tional League West in 1999, a year after the expansion 
team won 65 games. He somehow finished fourth in the 
voting.

He’s won two division titles -- the NL West in 1999 
and the AL East with the Orioles in 2014 -- but he has 
only one appearance in a League Championship Series 
and hasn’t been in a World Series. In fact, he doesn’t 
even have a win in an LCS; his 2014 Orioles were swept 
in four games by the Kansas City Royals.

Showalter starts 2017 with 1,429 wins, good for 25th 
place on the all-time managers list. Only three active 
managers, San Francisco’s Bruce Bochy, Washington’s 
Dusty Baker and the Los Angeles Angels’ Mike Scioscia 
have more.

There’s one manager of recent vintage, Whitey Her-
zog, who is in the Hall of Fame, with fewer wins (1,281). 
Herzog, who skippered the Rangers, Angels, Royals and 
Cardinals, won a World Series with St. Louis in 1982.

As the Orioles neared the 2014 postseason, Showal-
ter passed his mentor Billy Martin, who had 1,253 wins 
with four teams and won the 1977 World Series with the 
Yankees, but the controversial Martin isn’t in the Hall 
of Fame.

Neither are Davey Johnson (1,372 wins and one 
World Series title), who was the last Orioles manager 
before Showalter to guide a team into the postseason, 
nor Lou Piniella.

Piniella, who won the 1990 World Series with Cin-
cinnati, is 14th on the all-time list with 1,835 wins. He 

also managed the Yankees when Showalter was a minor 
league manager in the organization. Only Gene Mauch 
has more wins (1,902) and isn’t in the Hall of Fame, but 
Mauch had a losing record in 26 seasons of managing 
four teams.

Both Johnson and Piniella came up short in the  
Veterans Committee consideration last month. Longtime 
commissioner Bud Selig and former Atlanta Braves 
general manager John Schuerholz were voted in.

What would be the case for Showalter?
Showalter has two seasons left on his 

contract, and he’ll be 62 then. Assum-
ing his good health continues and his 
passion is as strong as it is now, per-
haps he’ll want to manage until he’s 65.

If Showalter manages five more sea-
sons and is at least a .500 manager (he has a .532 
winning percentage in his first seven seasons 
with the Orioles), he could add another 400 or so 
wins to his resume. That would give him about the 
same number of wins Piniella has, and would se-
curely place Showalter in the top 20.

Showalter is already within striking distance of 
two Hall of Famers other than Weaver: Tommy Las-
orda (1,599) and Dick Williams (1,571).

Bochy, who at 62 is two years older than Showalter, 
is already 15th. With three World Series titles, Bochy 
is a likely Hall of Famer.

So, perhaps, is Terry Francona, who is fewer 
than 50 wins behind Showalter (1,381), has won 
two World Series with the Boston Red Sox (2004, 
2007) and nearly won a third with Cleveland last 
fall.

If present rules stand, Showalter would be 
considered not by the Baseball Writers’ Associa-
tion of America, but by a Veterans Committee 
that includes Hall of Fame members, baseball 
executives and media members. (PressBox’s 
Jim Henneman has been a member of past 
Veterans Committees.)

While Showalter’s on-field accomplish-
ments will be the primary consideration, the 
Committee should also take account of his work 
that benefits the game as a whole.

When his managing career concludes, Major 
League Baseball should add Showalter to its staff 
as it has done with Joe Torre and Jim Leyland.

Torre is MLB’s chief baseball officer and over-
sees on-field discipline. Leyland helped develop the 
replay process and he’ll manage Team USA for this 
spring’s World Baseball Classic.

Showalter is often suggesting rule changes to 
help better the game. Despite having his best 
records in September when he can ma-
nipulate an expanded roster, Show-
alter tirelessly argues against 
the bloated roster rule, which 
wasn’t changed in the new Col-
lective Bargaining Agreement.

And there’s a Showalter tree of 
managers he’s mentored. Three 
of his former players, Craig Counsell, 

Don Mattingly and Matt Williams, have become major 
league managers. Counsell is managing Milwaukee, 
Mattingly is in Miami and Williams managed the Na-
tionals for two seasons.

Three of Showalter’s coaches in previous stops, Wil-
lie Randolph (New York Mets), Carlos Tosca (Toronto) 
and Don Wakamatsu (Seattle), have been major league 
managers, too.

While none of his Orioles coaches have become ma-
jor league managers, his bench coach, John Russell, 
managed Pittsburgh before he came to Baltimore. 
Showalter has recommended Russell to other teams 
for openings. Third base coach Bobby Dickerson, who 
managed in the Dominican Republic this winter, is a 
possible future managerial candidate, though he’s yet 
to interview for a job.

Showalter’s influence could grow in the future if short-
stop J.J. Hardy and catcher Matt Wiet-

ers, two bright minds, decide to 
pursue a career in managing 

when they’re finished play-
ing.

For now, Showalter 
isn’t a Hall of Fame 
manager, but his leg-
acy is far-reaching 

and, seemingly, can 
only grow in the 

coming years. 
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  By Rich Dubroff 
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Is Buck Showalter’s Orioles 
Legacy A Hall Of Fame One?
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t’s one of those conver-
sations that didn’t re-
ally strike me at first.

The more I contem-
plated it, the more real-
ity sunk in.

For the first time in 
two decades, the Orioles may be in a bet-
ter spot to succeed in the near future than 
their football-playing brethren, the Ravens.

Yet, that’s not a slam-dunk pro-
nouncement, which makes it a some-
what dicey time to be a pro sports fan in 
Charm City.

No matter which way you spin it, the 
Ravens are at a crossroads this offsea-
son after an 8-8 campaign; this is the 
first time since 1998-99 they have had 
consecutive seasons in which they didn’t 
post a winning record.

And, as the Ravens’ roster was con-
structed heading into the first regular-
season game of 2016, it was an old team 
-- one of the oldest in the NFL.

Joe Flacco is 32 and heading into 
his 10th season as a NFL starting 
quarterback. Wide receiver Steve Smith 
Sr. has retired, and defensive corner-
stone Terrell Suggs is 34.

Perhaps most concerning for the Ra-
vens, the roster has a dearth of top-level, 
best-in-the-league talent. Consider the 
team’s most impactful player -- as com-
pared to the rosters of the rest of the NFL 
-- is kicker Justin Tucker. The Ravens are 
fortunate to have Tucker, of course, but 
when your kicker is arguably your best as-
set, there are some legitimate concerns.

Then there’s this reality: Eight of the 

Ravens’ 10 highest salary cap commit-
ments are to players age 30 or older.

That’s why this offseason is so impor-
tant for the Ravens. There are plenty of 
difficult decisions to make that could 
change the direction of this team now 
and for the immediate future. A full re-
build isn’t anticipated, but no one can 
predict now what the Ravens’ roster will 
look like in September.

That’s where the Orioles have a bit of 
an advantage -- for now. They have made 
the playoffs three of the past five sea-
sons, and their nucleus is together for two 
more years. With the exception of starter 
Chris Tillman and, potentially, shortstop 
J.J. Hardy, the majority of the key Orioles 
is under contract through 2018.

And after 2018?
Well, that’s not a pleasant image. 

Third baseman Manny Machado, closer 
Zach Britton, center fielder Adam Jones 
and set-up man Brad Brach, among oth-
ers, can walk after 2018. Those are four 
players who have made the American 
League All-Star team at least once in the 
past two seasons. The contracts of man-
ager Buck Showalter and executive vice 
president of baseball operations Dan 
Duquette also expire after that season.

The Orioles cringe when it’s written that 
their window of competitiveness is closing, 
but it sure doesn’t appear to be wide open.

Concentrate on the current, however, 
and the Orioles at least appear to be 
solid for the upcoming season. They still 
have some obvious offensive holes to fill, 
and they are counting on a rotation that 
is uninspiring but potentially adequate 
with a touch of upside.

As the rosters sit now, you have to give 
the Orioles the edge for the near future. 
And the last time that was the case was 
probably when the Ravens came to Bal-
timore for their inaugural season in 1996.

That year, the Orioles lost to the New 
York Yankees and glove-in-hand fan 
Jeffrey Maier in the American League 
Championship Series. The Orioles had a 
star-studded roster that included Hall-
of-Famers Cal Ripken Jr. and Roberto 
Alomar, as well as Mike Mussina, Rafael 
Palmeiro and Brady Anderson. That 
group went wire-to-wire in the AL East, 
losing again in the 1997 ALCS, that time 
to the Cleveland Indians.

So, twice the Orioles were a step away 
from the World Series, while the Ravens 
were trying to find a new identity and 
shake the losing ways of the Cleveland 
Browns.

Baltimore had been without a NFL 
team since 1984, and though the city was 
eager to again embrace pro football, it 
clearly was a baseball town. Tremendous 
marketing by the Ravens and a self-in-
flicted implosion by the Orioles switched 
the script by about 1999, when the Ra-
vens had their first non-losing season, 
and the Orioles were in the second of a 
14-season drought of winless campaigns.

In 2000-01, the Ravens won their first 
Super Bowl, and it’s fair to say the city’s 
optimism officially rested with Baltimore’s 
football birds for the next 16 years or so.

Even as the Orioles’ renaissance be-
gan in 2012 with the first of three play-
off appearances in five seasons, the 
Ravens flexed their muscles with their 
second Super Bowl trophy in February 

2013. The Ravens, though, have won just 
one playoff game since. And they have 
failed to make the postseason three of 
the past four years (although they were 
a play or two away from hosting a playoff 
game this season). If the Ravens are an 
also-ran again next year, you can assume 
there will be wholesale changes. That’s 
how the NFL works.

I recently asked readers in my Connol-
ly’s Tap Room blog at BaltimoreBaseball.
com and on the site’s Facebook page which 
franchise had the brighter, immediate fu-
ture, and I’d say, based on talent alone, the 
overwhelming response was the Orioles.

However, it comes with this caveat: 
With the current contract and draft 
structure in the league, and its continual 
parity (some may say mediocrity), it’s 
much easier to rebuild in the NFL than 
it is in Major League Baseball.

If you have signed a player to a bad 
contract in the NFL, cut him, take the 
salary cap hit and move on. In baseball, 
you are stuck with those lost salaries un-
less you can convince another team to 
absorb the financial damage.

If you have obvious holes in the NFL, 
draft well and you can fill those voids 
by the next season. In baseball, it usu-
ally takes several years before a draftee 
makes an impact in the big leagues.

And though the Ravens’ draft reputa-
tion has been criticized recently, the 2016 
class, which included offensive lineman 
Ronnie Stanley, defensive back Tavon 
Young and running back Kenneth Dix-
on, was certainly better-than-average. A 
couple more of those types of drafts, and 
the Ravens suddenly have an infusion of 
young talent. On the flip side, the Ori-
oles’ farm system has been oft-criticized 
by national experts as lacking in both 
depth and talent.

The bottom line is the crystal ball is 
cloudy. A few personnel decisions here 
or there could shift the balance of pro 
sports success in Baltimore to one side 
of the ledger or the other.

But, right now, it’s a conversation 
worth having, and one that really wasn’t 
compelling for the better part of two de-
cades. 

 CONNOLLY’S CORNER

Among Fans, Optimism Currently 
Higher For Orioles Than Ravens
  Dan Connolly

  

I

RobeRt’s Key seRvice inc.
Keys for every type of locK

217 w. read street
baltimore, md 21201

fax 410.728.0504                        410.728.7484 

K&S ASSociAteS
Excellence in Auto Body Repair

3939 Falls Road
Baltimore, MD 21211

Service 410.235.6660 • Parts 410.235.3100
Fax 410.235.2244 • 1.800.335.6660

ALL PRO BUSINESS SERVICES



janurary 2017  |    |  19

BURGER.
CRAFT BEER. 
HANDMADE PIZZA.

GAME ON.

citronbaltimore.com   (410) 363-0900



Discover the Dif ference
Catholic Schools Week: January 29th - February 4th

Allegany County
Bishop Walsh School

Anne Arundel County
Msgr. Slade Catholic School
St. Jane Frances School
St. John the Evangelist
St. Mary's School
St. Philip Neri School
School of the Incarnation

Baltimore City
Archbishop Borders School
Cardinal Shehan School
Holy Angels Catholic School
Mother Seton Academy
St. Casimir Catholic School
St. Francis of Assisi School
St. Ignatius Academy
Ss. James & John School
School of the Cathedral of 
     Mary Our Queen

Co-Ed Schools
Archbishop Spalding High School, Severn
Bishop Walsh School, Cumberland
Cristo Rey Jesuit High School, Baltimore
St. Frances Academy, Baltimore 
The John Carroll School, Bel Air
St. John’s Catholic Prep, Buckeystown
St. Maria Goretti High School, Hagerstown
St. Mary’s High School, Annapolis 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Middle River

Boys’ Schools
Archbishop Curley High School, Baltimore
Calvert Hall College High School, Towson
Loyola Blakefield, Towson 
Mount Saint Joseph High School, Baltimore 

Girls’ Schools
The Catholic High School of Baltimore, Baltimore
Institute of Notre Dame, Baltimore
Maryvale Preparatory School, Lutherville
Mercy High School, Baltimore
Mount de Sales Academy, Catonsville
Notre Dame Preparatory School, Towson

Baltimore County
Immaculate Conception School   
Immaculate Heart of Mary School
Our Lady of Grace School
Our Lady of Hope/St. Luke School
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel School
Our Lady of Victory School
Sacred Heart School
Sisters Academy
St. Agnes School
St. Joseph School (Fullerton)
St. Joseph School (Cockeysville)
St. John the Evangelist School
St. Mark School
St. Michael-St. Clement School
St. Pius X School
St. Stephen School
St. Ursula School

Carroll County
St. John School

Frederick County
Mother Seton School
St. John Regional School
St. Thomas More Academy

Harford County
St. Joan of Arc School
St. Margaret School

Howard County
Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Resurrection-St. Paul School
St. Augustine School
St. Louis School
Trinity School

Washington County
St. Mary School

For more information, visit www.archbalt.org/schools

Archdiocese of Balt imore Catholic Elementary & Middle Schools 

Archdiocese of Balt imore Catholic High Schools 



janurary 2017  |    |  21

o matter how you slice or dice it, 
one way or another Bud Selig, Barry 
Bonds and Roger Clemens are the 
poster boys for baseball’s much-ma-
ligned Steroid Era. 

That being the case, it’s not un-
usual the Hall of Fame candidacy of 

Selig, who was on watch at the time, might be linked to 
the players generally considered to be Examples A and 
1A among those suspected of benefiting from perfor-
mance-enhancing drugs. So when the former commis-
sioner’s election to the HOF by a Veterans Committee 
was announced early last month, there was immediate 
speculation about how it might affect Bonds and Cle-
mens.

Even though those two had been strongly rejected 
by the Baseball Association of America’s voting body 
in each of their previous four years of eligibility, there 
is clear evidence Bonds and Clemens were beneficiaries 
of the Veterans Committee’s decision. Several BBWAA 
voters announced that, in light of Selig’s election, they 
would reverse their position and vote for Bonds and 
Clemens. 

That is one reason why many observers now expect 
the other two “PED Poster Boys” will be elected to 
the HOF before the end of their 10-year term on the 
BBWAA ballot. And there is one other factor which may 
be even more significant -- the younger the electorate 
gets, the more forgiving it becomes.

That’s one of the things we have learned from a so-

phisticated tracking system started five years ago by 
Ryan Thibodaux, a 35-year-old baseball fan from Oak-
land (via Houston, where he was a huge fan of former 
Astros Craig Biggio and Jeff Bagwell). It used to be 
there was about a two-week drumroll of buildup from 
the voting deadline (Dec. 31) until the HOF announce-
ment in mid-January. Now, thanks to Thibodaux and 
many writers who make their votes public -- some well 
before the deadline -- it has become a two-month proj-
ect from the time ballots are mailed in November until 
the announcement, which this year was scheduled for 
6 p.m. Jan. 18.

In the interest of full disclosure, this column was writ-
ten a week before the announcement, when Thibodaux 
had more than 42.3 percent of the votes (184) logged 
on his website, bbhoftracker.com. The numbers showed 
Bonds (20) and Clemens (21) had substantial net gains 
from those who voted a year ago. That was enough to 
indicate they would make significant gains over last 
year, when Clemens got 45.2 percent and Bonds 44.3 
percent of the vote and that the needed 75 percent for 
election was doable within the next few years.

Perhaps even more revealing was the impact of 
first-time voters. Bonds and Clemens claimed an over-
whelming 91.9 percent (11 of 12) of those early returns. 

Since the BBWAA requires 10 years covering baseball 
for eligibility, that can be interpreted as an indication 
younger voters new to the scene will be more forgiving 
than those who have been around awhile, a trend that 
most likely can be expected to continue.

This may be a case where the younger set has it 
right. Experience is a good thing, and if nothing else, it 

generally promotes a thorough discussion rather than 
a knee-jerk type reaction. 

My first reaction, years ago, to this ongoing debate 
was this was something dumped into the lap of the 
BBWAA voting body. The numbers don’t lie; in most 
cases they are HOF-worthy. The players in question 
have not been deemed ineligible (as was the case with 
Pete Rose, who mistakenly sometimes gets included 
in this debate); so what is the difference between the 
Steroid Era and the one that dealt with recreational 
drugs? Are sportsmanship, character and integrity is-
sues any different for one than the other?

Frankly, that’s an issue that has bothered me as a voter. 
My first inclination was to vote based on a player’s record, 
which is what I did. But then, as some of the candidates 
were eliminated and others just contributed to what would 
become a crowded and unmanageable ballot, it quickly be-
came obvious other legitimate candidates would suffer be-
cause of what could be deemed wasted votes.

Admittedly, it isn’t fair to withhold a vote for fear it 
would be meaningless. But, like life, sometimes these 
decisions aren’t fair. Is it right to vote for two you 
feel unworthy (Bonds and Clemens) because another 
(Selig) got a pass?

I happen to think Selig got that pass, if you can call 
it that, because he was hampered until he was finally 
able to push through a strong testing program. I also 
believe that’s the reasoning another Veterans Commit-
tee denied HOF status for Marvin Miller, who adamant-
ly opposed any form of testing throughout his reign as 
executive director of the players association and later 
as the union’s top advisor.

I’m not smart enough to know all the answers. 
My gut tells me anything associated with cheating is 
enough to keep one out of the Hall of Fame. 

Reality tells me cocaine and assorted recreational 
drugs happened and left a black cloud over baseball, 
just as segregation had done decades before. It also 
tells me steroids and PEDs happened and severely test-
ed the integrity of the game, just as gambling had done 
generations earlier. 

I’m not sure when or how, but sooner or later it’ll get 
figured out. It won’t be as perfect as 90 feet between the 
bases, but somehow it will get done, and it’ll work. 

Jim Henneman can be reached at 
JimH@pressboxonline.com.

  Jim Henneman  

Bud Selig, First Time Voters 
Help Barry Bonds, Roger 
Clemens Hall Of Fame Push
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fter recording an 8-8 
season in 2016, the Ra-
vens find themselves 
in a position they are 
not accustomed to.

Caught in the mo-
rass of mid-table me-

diocrity, it’s unclear which direction 
the Ravens’ arrow is pointing. 

On one hand, the team is blessed 
with a young, talented nucleus con-
sisting of players such as left tackle 

Ronnie Stanley; running backs Ter-
rance West and Kenneth Dixon; re-
ceivers Breshad Perriman and Chris 
Moore; linebackers C.J. Mosley and 
Zachary Orr; and cornerback Tavon 
Young.

On the other, the Ravens are sad-
dled with plenty of salary cap space 
devoted to some of their oldest play-
ers. Twelve of next year’s 15 biggest 
cap hits are currently scheduled to go 
to players aged 30 and older.

Because of the free agency/salary 
cap nature of the league, the Ravens 

and the other 31 teams are going to 
undergo some degree of roster turn-
over; approximately 15-25 percent of 
the roster that ended 2016 won’t be 
back next year. 

The Ravens had 51 players under 
contract after the first week of the 
new year, with only about $19 million 
(one of the smallest figures in the 
league) in cap room available to get to 
the 90-man offseason limit.

Will the additions made after some 
subtractions -- retiring receiver Steve 
Smith Sr. and possibly linebacker El-
vis Dumervil and safety Lardarius 
Webb, among others -- point the team 
in the right direction?

Here are three noteworthy ele-
ments the Ravens face in what should 
be a most intriguing offseason:

Ravens Offseason Guide: 
Who Stays? Who Goes?
  Joe Platania
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The Ravens are dealing with 25 

players who are nearing the 
end of their current contracts; they will 
expire when the new league year begins 
March 9.

While that might sound like a daunt-
ing number, it’s the unrestricted market 
that garners the most attention. The Ra-
vens have 12 who fit that description.

Here is how the team might prioritize 
those players:

Keep Them Here:
G Vladimir Ducasse, DE Lawrence 
Guy, FB Kyle Juszczyk, CB Jerraud 
Powers, T Rick Wagner, NT Brandon 
Williams

Wagner was cited by Harbaugh as 
having his best year in 2016, but the avail-
able cap funds might not be enough to 
retain him and Williams; one of them is 
sure to be playing elsewhere next season. 
Ducasse is seen as a journeyman, but he 
played well at right guard after Marshal 
Yanda moved himself to the left side. 
Guy is a blue-collar, no-nonsense tough 
guy who fits the Raven mold, and Juszc-
zyk is imperative to helping revive the 
team’s run game. Powers dazzled early 
last season before fading.

Let Them Go:
WR Kamar Aiken, S Matt Elam, S An-
thony Levine, CB Chris Lewis-Harris, 
QB Ryan Mallett, WR Steve Smith Sr.

There’s no question Smith will leave, 
as he has already submitted his retire-
ment letter to the league. Aiken, whose 
catches went down drastically with a 
healthy Smith around, was outwardly 
frustrated with the offense and fully in-
tends to test the market. Safety has been 
a real sore point for the team, with the in-
ability of Elam and Levine to make plays 
a big reason why. Lewis-Harris didn’t see 
the field enough, and Mallett is hungry to 
be a starter somewhere else. •

Besides free agency, an-
other way a roster 

can and must be altered is through the jet-
tisoning of players who carry a high salary 
cap number into 2017.

Here are six players most likely to feel 
the wrath of the salary cap dump (with 
post-June 1 cut savings in parentheses):

LB Elvis Dumervil 
($6 million): 

Slowed all season by foot and Achilles 
problems, Dumervil was nowhere near 
as present and productive as he was ear-
lier in his career, reduced to three sacks 
in only eight games. He will turn 33 Jan. 
19, and the team has already drafted 
young pass rushers such as Za’Darius 
Smith, Matt Judon and the injured 
Bronson Kaufusi to try to get younger at 
that spot.

WR Mike Wallace 
($5.7 million): 

On a team craving speed and playmak-
ing ability, Wallace provided that early and 
midway through the season, with a 95-yard 
catch-and-run score and the longest regu-
lar-season scrimmage play in franchise 
history against Pittsburgh being his big-
gest highlight. This could be a case where 
a player is cut and brought back at a lower 
salary, but at 30 years old, would Wallace 
be willing to go through that ordeal with-
out casting a longing glance elsewhere?

TE Dennis Pitta 
($5.5 million): 

Pitta’s comeback from two hip surger-
ies is one of the most heartwarming sto-
ries in team history. He battled objections 
from doctors and his own family to get 

back on the field, and he ended up leading 
the team with 86 catches. But he averaged 
only 8.5 yards per catch and scored just 
twice. The Ravens need more all-around 
production at the position, especially in 
the blocking area, as they try to revive 
their run game. 

S Lardarius Webb 
($5.5 million): 

Webb’s transition from corner to safety, 
a position he played in college, produced 
mixed results. He tackled well and played 
in all 16 games, but despite the presence of 
veteran Eric Weddle next to him, his play-
making skills were practically non-existent. 
The Ravens need to get younger and faster 
in the secondary after getting burned by 
several catch-and-run plays last year.

CB Shareece Wright 

($4 million): 
It’s not Wright’s fault high school team-

mate Jimmy Smith incurred back and ankle 
injuries that kept him out of several key 
games this year, but Wright could not step 
up and be the top corner the team needed 
him to be against the likes of Dez Bryant and 
other top standouts.

C Jeremy Zuttah 
($3.5 million): 

Zuttah battled valiantly through oc-
casional ankle problems and started all 16 
games. But at 6-foot-4 and 300 pounds, he 
was too light in the lower body and too tall to 
avoid being beaten to a low point and shoved 
backward off the ball by opposing nose tack-
les. The Ravens need a heavier, more stout 
player in the pivot to avoid having the run 
plays they crave to get back to being blown 
up in the backfield. •

KEY FREE 
AGENTS

CAP DUMPS

Many eyebrows went up all over Baltimore Jan. 3 
when head coach John Harbaugh announced 

offensive coordinator Marty Mornhinweg -- the fifth person to 
fill that role in as many years -- would be retained in 2017.

Defensive coordinator Dean Pees’ unit sagged toward sea-
son’s end, but he is also being retained after rumors circu-
lated about his possible retirement. 

There was no speculation about the future of special 
teams coordinator and assistant head coach Jerry Ros-
burg, but he is also returning after a season that saw his 
charges continue to be plagued by penalties and a spotty 
return game, Justin Tucker’s near-perfect season notwith- 
standing.

Mornhinweg was elevated from quarterbacks coach after the 
season’s fifth game, a desultory loss to the Washington Redskins 
Oct. 9. During the campaign’s final 11 games, the Ravens’ pre-
dictable, pass-heavy offense improved, but rather imperceptibly.

Baltimore averaged just more than a field goal more per 
game and about 15 yards per contest during its final 11 games, 
falling short of the 400-point barrier for the 20th time in 21 
seasons. 

Mornhinweg has been charged with reviving a running 
game that, for a second straight season, posted a franchise-
record-low number of carries (367). The team seemingly 
abandoned the run early in many games, and could have 
turned back to it more often, considering the number of 
close games in which the Ravens were involved.

Harbaugh is a coach who craves continuity and stability, 
and a clue came when the Ravens cleaned out their lockers 
Jan. 2 and quarterback Joe Flacco stated he didn’t think any 
change was going to happen.

In any event, the return of Mornhinweg is bound to be a 
much-talked-about flashpoint that will carry deep into the sea-
son, no matter how well -- or poorly -- the move works out. •

COORDINATOR QUANDARY
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hen Maryland redshirt 
sophomore guard Dion 
Wiley was diagnosed with 
a torn meniscus in his 
right knee last November, 
just before the most an-
ticipated Terps basketball 
season in years tipped off, 

sophomore forward Ivan Bender related to 
the pain of Wiley’s injury more than perhaps 
any other teammate. 

Bender, after all, came to Maryland in 
January 2015 while rehabbing a torn ACL 
in his left knee, which he tore for the second 
time in the spring of 2014 after initially tear-
ing it in 2013. Bender was uniquely qualified 
to provide support for Wiley, who would end 
up redshirting the 2015-16 season.

“I feel like whenever [Wiley] needed me, 
I was there for him for any advice or moti-
vational speech, let’s say. But he’s a strong 
guy,” Bender said Dec. 12. “He was working 
out with Kyle [Tarp], our strength and con-
ditioning coach, and our trainer, Matt [Char-
vat]. So he really had support.”

Though Wiley didn’t play at all last year, 
Bender didn’t play much more. The native 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina only played in 10 
games, averaging 4.3 minutes during those 
contests, as he continued his adjustment to 
the Terps’ program and also found himself 
as the odd man out among Maryland’s pleth-
ora of big men. 

Now, both Wiley and Bender are contrib-
utors on a Terps team that hopes to make 
the NCAA tournament for the third con-
secutive year. As of Jan. 11, Wiley is averag-
ing 4.6 points and shooting 40 percent from 
3-point range while coming off the bench 
for head coach Mark Turgeon. Meanwhile, 
Bender has started five games, is averaging 
4.3 points, and, with 13 assists, has proven to 
be a deft passer for a big man.

“People understand [if they’ve] been 
through that, but regular people, who’ve 
never been in the sport of playing basketball 
or even injured, I feel like they don’t under-
stand,” Bender said of the difficulty of com-
ing back from a major injury and performing 
at a high level. “You just have to work out 
and believe in yourself and believe in your 
team, and teammates and everybody’s going 
to be there for you and that’s more support.”

‘IT WAS A PROCESS’ 

Wiley, an Oxon Hill, Md., native and for-
mer star at Potomac High, averaged 4.1 
points per game in limited minutes during 
the 2014-15 campaign, flashing the offensive 
skillset that made him such a prized recruit 
for the Terps. Wiley made big improvements 
the following summer and preseason. Tur-
geon said Wiley was set to start at shoot-
ing guard to begin the 2015-16 season when 
Maryland announced Wiley’s torn meniscus.

Tarp, Maryland’s director of basketball 
performance for seven years, said the me-
niscus acts as “weight-bearing shock ab-
sorbers” for either knee. Tarp said one of 
Wiley’s focuses during rehab was developing 

basketball and hand-eye coordination skills 
via seated work while his right knee recuper-
ated. 

Tarp also said Wiley worked on his diet 
while he was rehabbing. Now about 200 
pounds, per Tarp, Wiley is about 40 pounds 
lighter than when the 6-foot-4 guard arrived 
on campus in 2014. Tarp said Wiley acquired 
good eating and drinking habits -- starting 
by drinking just water and flavored water, for 
example -- and the weight loss created less 
stress on the meniscus. 

Eventually, Wiley got back on the court 
and was a full go by the time the 2016-17 cam-
paign began. He shot 4-for-5 from 3-point 
range in a 13-point effort during a win against 
Stony Brook Nov. 22; 3-for-3 from 3-point land 
in another 13-point performance in a victory 
against Jacksonville State Dec. 12 and added 
nine points during Maryland’s win against Il-
linois to open Big Ten play Dec. 27.

“Just the flow of the game and getting 
used to it by playing, and the speed of the 
game, stuff like that,” Wiley said of the re-ad-
justment process. “I think it’s coming back 
to me slowly but surely, but yeah, it was a 
process.”

Though Wiley played just four minutes 
during Maryland’s loss to Nebraska Jan. 
1, it was enough time to show the kind of 
playmaker he could develop into. With the 
Terps down, 26-19, Wiley nimbly stuck with 
and then cut off Cornhuskers forward Isaiah 
Roby as he attempted to drive to the bas-
ket, forcing a contested jumper, which Wiley 
blocked. That led to a fast break and transi-
tion 3-pointer on the other end for freshman 
guard Kevin Huerter.

“It’s taking time. He was out a long time 
and probably is taking longer than any of us 
wanted it to take, but he’s getting more con-
fident,” said Turgeon, who pointed out Wiley 
had the challenge of guarding Illinois stand-
out guard Malcolm Hill. “And he’s really giv-
ing us another scorer. I think he’s a really 
good passer, too, and he hasn’t really been 
able to show that in the games yet. He shows 
it in practice, so hopefully that’ll be the next 
step, progression-wise in the games.”

‘I LOVE PLAYING WITH HIM’

The rehabilitation process for Bender was 
a unique situation for Tarp and the rest of 
the Terps’ program. The 6-foot-9, 235-pound 
forward tore the ACL in his left knee twice 
in less than a year while playing overseas 
and came to College Park, Md., in January 
2015. With Bender not playing right away, the 
player could rehab aggressively, according to 
Tarp, who helped Bender make some tweaks 
biomechanically.

The key for Bender, according to Tarp, 
was developing more stability and strength 
in his knee to complement his high-end mo-
bility, as well as gaining confidence in his 
knee. Tarp also explained Bender, after bare-
ly playing last year, took off this past summer 
-- “strength-wise, he made big jumps” -- and 
has more room to grow. 

“I don’t think he’s totally unleashed the 
athleticism he does have,” Tarp said.

Bender was tabbed by Turgeon before the 

season as one of the Terps’ most improved 
players, though he endured a scare when he 
fractured his left wrist during a scrimmage 
against Wake Forest Oct. 29. The injury, how-
ever, didn’t require surgery, and Bender ap-
peared in Maryland’s opener against Ameri-
can Nov. 11. 

Bender has had a pair of 10-point efforts 
during wins against Jacksonville State and 
Charlotte Dec. 20 and is averaging 3.6 boards 
per game. Bender’s passing ability is also evi-
dent, particularly given how Turgeon likes to 
play inside-out on offense.

“Coach wants me to play defense, rebound 
and share the ball with my teammates, and 
that’s what I do best,” Bender said. “When I’m 
playing, I’m not thinking about getting shots 
or being ... selfish, because everybody’s play-
ing for each other, and we don’t have prob-
lems with that. It’s really great for this team.”

But Bender’s selflessness manifests itself 
in other aspects, as well.

“He’s one of our most unselfish players 
that we have. I love playing with him,” senior 
forward L.G. Gill said Dec. 30. “Now that I’ve 
transitioned to playing [center], he’s helping 
me a lot with the plays -- staying after and 
before practices, kind of just walking me 
through things so that I’m familiar with the 
position. So Ivan’s been great.” 

Injuries Behind Them, Dion Wiley And 
Ivan Bender Contributing For Terps
 Luke Jackson
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he top-ranked Connecticut Huskies, 
who have won four straight NCAA wom-
en’s basketball championships, were the 
opponent. A national television audi-
ence was tuned into the Dec. 29 game on 
ESPN2, and the first capacity crowd for 
a women’s basketball game at the Uni-

versity of Maryland’s Xfinity Center in nearly 10 years was 
on hand. 

None of that seemed to matter to Destiny Slocum. The 
Terps’ freshman point guard played with a level of confi-
dence usually reserved for seniors, scoring a career-high 
23 points and handing out seven assists all while play-
ing 40 minutes. Following a 14-0 UConn third-quarter 
run that gave the Huskies a seemingly insurmountable 
50-31 lead, Slocum went to work. She scored 19 second-
half points, including 11 in the fourth quarter, to cut the 
Maryland deficit to five points. Although the Huskies ex-
tended their winning streak to 87 games with an 87-81 vic-

tory against Maryland, Slocum’s performance was one to 
remember.

“Everybody got to witness tonight what makes her so 
special,” Maryland head coach Brenda Frese said after 
the game. “She’s poised beyond her years. Her spirit and 
energy are contagious.”

The 2016-17 Terps roster contains two of the best play-
ers in school history. Senior center Brionna Jones and se-
nior guard Shatori Walker-Kimbrough are All-Americans 
who have guided Maryland to a pair of Final Four appear-
ances during their standout careers. But the 5-foot-7 Slo-
cum has become a guiding force for the Terps during the 
first half of her freshman season. 

“For me, the hardest transition was starting over,” 
Slocum said. “You’re established with your AAU team for 
almost your entire life and for four years with your high 
school team. Everyone on [AAU] was the best player on 
their high school team. Then you come here, and com-
bine all of those best players onto one team. It can be a 
little intimidating, and you’ve got to find that confidence 
again. You’ve got to go out there and prove yourself.” 

Slocum has already accomplished that goal. Follow-
ing Maryland’s 93-49 Big Ten victory at Nebraska Jan. 4, 
Slocum’s 11.1-point average trailed only Jones (17.9) and 
Walker-Kimbrough (16.6) on the team’s scoring list. Slo-
cum leads the squad with 4.5 assists per game, with a 68-
38 assist-to-turnover rate. She is also one of the squad’s 
most accurate 3-point shooters, connecting on 40.6 per-
cent of her attempts from beyond the arc. 

Slocum didn’t get to Maryland in the traditional way. 
She had verbally committed to the University of Wash-
ington during her junior year of high school. But instead 
of attending the Pacific-12 school in Seattle, the native of 
Meridian, Idaho, changed her mind and found her way to 
Maryland’s campus. 

“The school was the biggest thing for me, academically 
and athletically,” Slocum said. “I felt that I had a good 
opportunity to grow, both as a person and as a player.”

Slocum’s decision to broaden her college search of-
fered the Maryland coaching staff a unique opportunity. 

“Her recruitment was different than most,” Frese said. 
“After she reopened her search, I flew out to see Destiny, 
and then she came for her official visit with her parents. 
We recruited her from April until she committed in June 
[2015].”

Before coming to Maryland, Slocum earned All-State 
honors during each of her four years at Mountain View 
High School. Slocum led Mountain View to a 26-1 mark 
and the 2014-15 Class 5A state title during her junior sea-
son, which culminated with her selection as the Idaho 
Player of the Year. 

During the summer of 2015, she was a member of the 
USA U19 team that captured a gold medal at the FIBA 
World Championships in Moscow, Russia. 

“USA Basketball was a huge perspective change for 
me,” Slocum said. “I didn’t get a lot of minutes. I remem-
ber being happy that we won the gold medal. But I also 
remember thinking that this is exactly why I worked so 
hard, so I could play in games like this. I realized that the 
next time I put on a USA jersey, I wanted to be able to 
play and be a big factor. It really changed my perspective 
on how hard I have to keep working, because I wanted to 
be on the floor so badly but knew that it just wasn’t my 
time.”

Back at Mountain View, Slocum averaged 24.6 points, 
6.8 rebounds and 6.1 assists during her senior year while 
guiding the Mavericks to a 23-4 record and their second 
consecutive 5A state championship. 

Slocum was named the Idaho Gatorade Player of the 
Year and earned WBCA All-America honors following her 
junior and senior seasons. She capped her prep career 
with a spot on the 2016 McDonald’s All-America team. 

“Basketball was my best friend growing up,” said Slo-
cum, who credited her father for inspiring her interest in 
the sport. “When I’m on the court, everything else just 
goes away. I feel that all of the reps that I’ve put in at the 
gym my entire life have paid off.” 

Then it was on to Maryland, where Slocum was a key 
member of the nation’s top-ranked freshman class. She 
has started every game during her first collegiate season, 
while helping the Terps to the nation’s No. 3 ranking. 

“I feel like this program is a lot different,” said Slocum, 
who is majoring in kinesiology. “We’re not here just to be 
basketball players but are expected to be student-athletes. 
[Coach Frese] puts just as much pressure on us to be suc-
cessful off the court as we are on the court. I think that, at 
a lot of places, you would not get that mindset. She’s mak-
ing us into great women and also great players.”

Frese, who has coached four All-American players 
during her 15 years at Maryland, is most impressed with 
Slocum’s poise and leadership ability. 

“She has all of the intangibles,” Frese said. “Destiny 
knows who to get the ball to and when to take over her-
self. Coming in, you expect freshmen to have ‘freshmen 
moments.’ But Destiny has never shown any nerves out-
wardly. She’s very secure in who she is and how she plays 
the game. Her motor and her passion just jump out at 
you. Destiny is always going to play one way and that’s all 
out.” 

Freshman Destiny Slocum Providing 
Leadership For Maryland Women
 Steve Jones
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The first order of business for new UMBC men’s lacrosse 
head coach Ryan Moran was making sure his play-

ers thrived in the classroom.
That type of focus goes hand-in-hand with excelling as 

an athlete. From there, he got down to the challenge of 
building a complete lacrosse team.

The Retrievers are coming off a 4-10 season, going 1-5 in 
the America East Conference, which features some of the 
most high-powered attacks in the country. To get ready 
for league play, Moran put together a tough nonconference 
schedule with games against NCAA national champion 
North Carolina Feb. 4 and crosstown rival Johns Hopkins 
Feb. 11.

“In our conference, you have the likes of Albany, Stony 
Brook and Vermont -- those are three top-10 scoring of-
fenses in the country last year,” said Moran, who took over 
for Don Zimmerman after spending 23 years at the helm. 
“We’re going to have to be a team that gets stops. Hopefully, 
if we’re smart enough, we’ll turn those stops into some early 
offense.”

Moran has a strong track record and should be able to 
get the offense revved up.

As an assistant most previously at Loyola, Moran helped 
the Greyhounds average 12.2 goals throughout the final 10 
games of the 2016 season, culminating in a trip to the NCAA 
semifinals. Moran also was an assistant at Maryland, where 
he helped put together an attack that averaged 10.92 goals 
per game during his six seasons.

The biggest challenge in his first year at UMBC will be 
replacing attackman Nate Lewnes, who led the nation with 
3.91 goals per game last season as a senior.

Moran has been impressed with senior attackman Max 
Maxwell, who was ranked 10th in the nation with 2.14 as-
sists per game. Sophomore midfielder Jack Andrews (St. 
Mary’s) is looking to build on last season, when he finished 
with 14 goals and 15 assists.

Sophomore midfielder Bill Nolan (Arundel) started 14-
of-15 games and finished with four goals and five assists. 
Andrews and Nolan earned America East All-Rookie Team 
honors.

“In all the attack units I’ve had and been fortunate 
enough to coach, the best ones I’ve been able to coach have 
had three guys down low that can all dodge,” Moran said. 
“That’s something we are really trying to develop with our 
guys right now -- be a jack-of-all-trades. Be a good enough 
dodger, be a good enough shooter, be a good enough off-ball 
guy and be a good feeder. When you get that, you’ve really 
caught the matchup.”

JOHNS HOPKINS (2016 RECORD: 8-7)
The Blue Jays were knocked out in the first round of the 

2016 NCAA tournament by Brown. Johns Hopkins has several 
key veterans returning, along with one of the nation’s top re-
cruiting classes, which could help them make a deep postsea-
son run in 2017.

The attack will be led by junior Shack Stanwick (Boys’ 
Latin), who is one of just 12 players in school history with 30 or 
more assists in a season. He led the Blue Jays in scoring with 
58 points (20 goals and a team-high 38 assists) and earned 
first-team All-Big Ten and Honorable Mention All-American 
honors last season.

Senior John Crawley, who started all 15 games last sea-
son, leads the midfield. He is one of 14 players since 1949 to be 

named captain for more than one year. Crawley earned Hon-
orable Mention All-America and Honorable Mention All-Big 
Ten honors last season and has 50 goals and 26 assists for 76 
points during his career.

The defense is led by senior Nick Fields (Bullis), who 
was named an Honorable Mention All-America last sea-
son. He is also a two-time Honorable Mention All-Big Ten 
selection and has 34 starts in his career -- the most of any 
returning player on the team.

Johns Hopkins gets another boost with the return of 
junior midfielder Joel Tinney, who was suspended for the 
entire 2016 season for violating undisclosed NCAA rules. 
Tinney had 28 goals and 10 assists and was named third-
team USILA All-America and Big Ten Rookie of the Year 
in 2015.

LOYOLA (2016 RECORD: 14-4)
The Greyhounds are looking to take the next step af-

ter advancing to the NCAA semifinals for the second time 
in the past five seasons. Loyola returns seven of 10 start-
ers and should be the favorite to defend their 2016 Patriot 
League Championship.

The Greyhounds’ attack will be led by sophomore Pat 
Spencer, who tied the program’s single-season record for 
points (89) as a freshman. The Boys’ Latin grad was named 
Patriot League Offensive Player and Rookie of the Year and 
will create matchup problems for opponents all season.

Spencer enters the season as a National Player of the 
Year candidate.

Senior Brian Sherlock leads a talented midfield and 
is a three-time unanimous All-Patriot League first-team 
member. Last season, he scored 24 goals and had 13 assists, 
along with 22 ground balls and caused seven turnovers.

Also back is the 6-foot-5, 205-pound Romar Dennis 
(St. Mary’s Ryken), who started all 18 games on the Grey-
hounds’ first midfield. The now-senior finished 2016 with 15 
goals, five assists and 20 points.

Senior Zack Sirico, a three-year starter, is also back on 
the attack after finishing with 19 goals and 14 assists last 
season.

Senior Jack Carrigan will help lead the defense. He fin-
ished the 2016 season with 37 ground balls and 22 caused 
turnovers, despite missing three games because of an inju-
ry. Sophomore goalie Jacob Stover (McDonogh) was sixth 
in the nation in goals-against-average last year and was 
named a preseason second-team All-America.

MARYLAND (2016 RECORD: 17-3)
The Terrapins have reached the NCAA National Champi-

onship four times in the past six years and experienced heart-
break in each of those games. Maryland is poised to make an-
other run this year with three All-Americas returning.

Maryland has won more games than any team (32) during 
the last two seasons.

The attack is led by senior Matt Rambo, who had 43 goals 
and 32 assists last season. He is on pace to become Maryland’s 
all-time points leader and goals leader in the 92-year history of 
the program.

Rambo is complemented by senior Colin Heacock (Boys’ 
Latin), who finished with 42 goals and 12 assists.

The defense is solid with senior Tim Muller back in the 
fold. He picked up 42 ground balls and forced 24 turnovers last 
season. Short-stick senior defensive midfielder Isaiah Davis-

Allen (St. Stephen’s St. Agnes) is also back after gathering 45 
ground balls and 11 caused turnovers.

NAVY (2016 RECORD: 11-5)
The Midshipmen won a share of the Patriot League reg-

ular-season championship last season and advanced to the 
NCAA quarterfinals before losing, 11-10, to Brown. Navy has 
the talent to challenge for the Patriot League title again and 
could make a deep run in the NCAA tournament.

The Midshipmen should be stellar defensively with the 
return of senior All-Americas Chris Fennell and junior Matt 
Rees (Boys’ Latin). Fennell has started 24 consecutive games 
and is seventh on Navy’s all-time caused turnovers list with 
30. Rees had a team-high 26 caused turnovers in 2016.

The Midshipmen, however, already suffered a significant 
blow when midfielder Casey Rees (Boys’ Latin), an honor-
able mention All-America last year, was lost for the season 
because of a knee injury.

Sophomore Greyson Torain (DeMatha) is capable of 
picking up the slack in the midfield. He had 17 goals and 
seven assists last season. Senior Colin Flounlacker (Kent 
Island) is also supposed to make an impact.

Junior Jack Ray, 6-foot-6, 261 pounds, is a two-year start-
er at attack, and he will need to step up and shoulder some 
scoring duties. He tallied 26 goals last season.

TOWSON (2016 RECORD: 16-3)
The Tigers are coming off one of their best seasons in 

program history, advancing to the NCAA tournament quar-
terfinals. Towson also won a record six Colonial Athletic 
Association crowns and is poised to have another big year. 
Head coach Shawn Nadelen was the CAA Coach of the Year.

Senior Jack Adams (Hereford) is regarded as one of the 
top defensive midfielders in the country and played all 19 
games last season. He had a career-best 15 ground balls 
in 2015 and will be complemented in the midfield by senior 
Brian Bolewicki (Calvert Hall), who should be fully healthy 
after dealing with a back injury in 2015. He had nine goals 
and six assists last season.

Sophomore Zach Goodrich (Kent Island) will also help 
anchor the midfield. He grabbed 37 ground balls and won 
50 percent of his faceoffs. Goodrich also caused 10 turnovers 
and was named to the CAA All-Rookie Team.

The attack is led by senior Ryan Drenner, a Westmin-
ster grad who has 113 career points, including a career-best 
56 last season (33 goals, 23 assists). He was the CAA’s Co-
Player of the Year and also received first-team All-CAA and 
CAA All-Academic honors. Senior Joe Seider (Hereford) is 
also back on the attack, after finishing with 35 goals and five 
assists in 2016.

D-III
STEVENSON (2016 RECORD: 15-5)

The Mustangs will look to compete for a national title. Ste-
venson is led by senior midfielder Kyle D’Onofrio (Fallston) 
and junior long-stick midfielder Lito Flanagan, both of 
whom earned Honorable Mention All-America status in 2016. 
D’Onofrio appeared in all 20 games, finishing with 26 goals 
and 19 assists. Flanagan, the Middle Atlantic Conference 
Commonwealth Defensive Player of the Year, had a team-high 
78 ground balls and caused 28 turnovers.  

LACROSSELACROSSE
2017 NCAA

Ryan Moran Opens New Era 
For UMBC Lacrosse

By Todd Karpovich





32  |    |  janurary 2017

The Johns Hopkins men’s lacrosse program joined the Big 
Ten Conference prior to the 2015 season while the Blue 

Jay women’s team, which left the now-defunct American La-
crosse Conference after the 2014 campaign, elected to become 
an independent. 

For two seasons, the Blue Jays competed against many of 
the nation’s top programs, making a successful run against an 
independent schedule and earning berths in the 2015 and 2016 
NCAA Division I tournaments. 

But after two seasons as an independent, Johns Hopkins 
elected to join one of the nation’s most competitive confer-
ences. The Blue Jays will make their Big Ten debut March 19, 
when they visit NCAA runner-up Maryland. 

“The timing was interesting,” head coach Janine Tucker 
said. “We saw the conference realignment that was going on, 
and we had to make decisions that were the best for our pro-
gram. We saw the professional way that our men’s team was 
treated by the Big Ten, and we were all in. We couldn’t be more 
excited about the move.” 

Tucker prepared for the move by playing several Big Ten 
squads during Johns Hopkins’ independent seasons, includ-
ing Maryland, Northwestern, Penn State, Ohio State and 
Rutgers. With an experienced offensive unit and a strong goal-
tender, Tucker believes Johns Hopkins is ready for a difficult 
2017 slate that also includes nonconference matchups against 
regular NCAA tournament participants in Loyola Feb. 22, 
Penn Feb. 25, Georgetown March 11, Stony Brook April 11 and 
Towson April 30.

“There are two things we want our program to be: tough 
and consistent,” said Tucker, whose team opens its 2017 cam-
paign at American University Feb. 15. “We are completely 
aware of the challenge that is ahead of us, and it is very en-
ergizing.”

The Blue Jays will have to replace leading scorer Dene 
DiMartino (46 goals, nine assists) and Jenna Reifler (17 goals, 
16 feeds), but they will return four of their top six point-get-
ters from last year’s 11-8 squad. Junior midfielders Shannon 
Fitzgerald (35 goals, seven assists) and Emily Kenul (31 goals, 
12 feeds) headline the list of experienced returnees. Senior 
midfielder Haley Schweizer (34 goals, four assists) should be a 
catalyst for the formidable Blue Jays offense. 

“All three players had outstanding fall seasons,” Tucker 
said. 

Senior goalkeeper Caroline Federico, who allowed 8.55 
goals per game during the 2016 season, will lead the Blue Jays’ 
defense. The return of senior defenders Maddie Bodden and 
Nevi Fernandez will help ease the loss of the graduated Josie 
George and Kirsti Paavola. 

“Having Caroline to anchor that defense and getting Mad-
die and Nevi back is pretty exciting,” said Tucker, who is 260-
137 during her 23 previous seasons at Johns Hopkins. 

LOYOLA (2016 RECORD: 14-6)
With four of their top five scorers returning, the Grey-

hounds are well-armed for a run at their seventh consecutive 
NCAA tournament bid. Loyola, which won its third straight 
Patriot League championship last year, lost leading scorer 
Maddy Blakeman (39 goals, 23 assists). But head coach Jen 
Adams will welcome back a strong attack unit led by soph-
omore Hannah Powers (33 goals, 23 assists), junior Frankie 
Kamely (37 goals, eight feeds) and senior Cami Whiteford (20 
goals, seven assists). Junior Sabrina Tabasso (25 goals, 19 
feeds) will anchor the midfield. 

The defensive unit will have to fill two significant holes. 
Maddy Lesher, a three-time All-American and three-time Pa-
triot League Defender of the Year, and four-year starting goal-
keeper Molly Wolf have graduated. A solid returning defensive 
core, including seniors Bailey Mathis, Amy Abdalla, and Tay-
lor O’Connell as well as sophomore Kristen Yanchoris, will be 
a key for Loyola, which hosts Johns Hopkins in its Feb. 22 sea-
son opener. The Greyhounds will begin Patriot League play 
March 18, when they travel to league runner-up Navy. 

MARYLAND (2016 RECORD: 22-1)
For most programs, the loss of a three-time Tewaaraton 

Award winner and the nation’s top defender would signal a 
rebuilding campaign. But it doesn’t work that way at Mary-
land, which is expected to contend for the 2017 NCAA title 
despite the graduations of the nation’s best player, Taylor 
Cummings (60 goals, 19 assists) and defensive stalwart Alice 
Mercer. 

Under the direction of 10th-year head coach Cathy Re-
ese, the Maryland program has won three NCAA champion-
ships. The Terps have played in four consecutive national title 
games, winning championships in 2014 and 2015 and finishing 
as the runner-up in 2013 and 2016. 

Five of the top six scorers will return for Maryland. Junior 
Megan Whittle (76 goals, five assists), senior Caroline Wannen 
(18 goals, 29 assists), sophomore Caroline Steele (38 goals, 
seven feeds) and junior Taylor Hensh (27 goals, four assists) 
will make Maryland’s attack unit one of the nation’s most 
formidable. Senior Zoe Stukenberg (49 goals, 16 assists) and 
sophomore Jen Giles (27 goals, three feeds) will lead the mid-
field. The return of sophomore goalkeeper Megan Taylor (6.78 
goals-allowed average), seniors Nadine Hadnagy and Morgan 
Torggler and sophomore Julia Braig will help ease the loss of 
Mercer at the defensive end. 

Maryland, which will open its 2017 campaign at William & 
Mary Feb. 11, hosts defending NCAA champion North Caro-
lina Feb. 25 in a rematch of the 2016 title game won by the 
Tar Heels, 13-7. The Terps will begin defense of their Big Ten 
championship March 19 against visiting Johns Hopkins. 

NAVY (2016 RECORD: 13-6)
The Midshipmen put together another solid season in 

2016, finishing with a 7-2 Patriot League mark. But a loss to 
Loyola in the league title game ended Navy’s quest for its first 
NCAA tournament berth since the 2013 campaign. 

Head coach Cindy Timchal, whose 486 career victories 
are the most in NCAA history, will have to replace graduated 
offensive standout Katie Gallagher (31 goals, 16 assists) and 
close defenders Lizzy Rullan and Molly Doyle. But a solid 
returning core should put Navy in the running for a confer-
ence title and NCAA berth this season. Navy welcomes back 
its top scorer, junior midfielder Jenna Collins (44 goals, 24 
assists). The Midshipmen attack will feature senior Morgan 
Young (34 goals, eight assists) and junior Julia Collins (29 
goals, 11 feeds). Junior goalkeeper Ingrid Boyum (8.49 goals-
allowed average), along with senior Meghan Hubley and 
junior Blake Smith, will guide the defensive effort for Navy, 
which hosts Longwood in its Feb. 5 season opener and wel-
comes defending Patriot League champion Loyola for its 
March 18 conference debut. 

TOWSON (2016 RECORD: 16-4)
The Tigers, who went 9-9 during the 2015 season, bounced 

back strongly last spring. Towson finished with a 5-1 Colonial 
Athletic Association mark and earned its fourth conference 
championship during the last five years. The Tigers defeated 
Old Dominion in an NCAA first-round game before falling to 
Penn. 

Head coach Sonia LaMonica has a wealth of returning 
talent. The Tigers will be guided by junior midfielder Kaitlyn 
Montalbano, who led the 2016 squad with 36 goals and 23 as-
sists. Sophomore Natalie Sulmonte (31 goals, five assists), 
junior Emily Gillingham (26 goals, nine assists) and senior 
Samantha Brookhart (nine goals, 21 feeds) complete a pro-
ductive Towson midfield. Sophomore attack Carly Tellekamp 
contributed 22 goals and three assists during a fine freshman 
campaign.

Despite the loss of defenders Emily Roth and Nadia Podo, 
the Tigers should be solid at the defensive end. Sophomore 
goalkeeper Angie Benson (6.93 goals-allowed average), se-
nior Kelly McQuilkin and junior Tianna Wallpher will lead the 
defensive effort for the Tigers, who will open the 2017 season 
against visiting Stony Brook Feb. 4. The league opener pits 
Towson against host James Madison April 1 in a rematch of 
the 2016 CAA title game.

UMBC (2016 RECORD: 9-8)
The Retrievers will try to build on their first winning sea-

son since 2011. UMBC closed with a 3-3 America East mark 
during a season that ended with a loss to Albany in the confer-
ence semifinals. 

The Retrievers will return their top two scorers, junior 
midfielder Carolyn Jamison (51 goals, 10 assists) and senior 
attack Sam Nolan (37 goals, 22 assists). UMBC lost Marissa 
Davey (32 goals, 12 assists), and the Retrievers will rely on 
the sophomore duo of attack Payton Van Kirk (14 goals, 
two assists) and midfielder Lauren McDonald (13 goals, 
six assists), along with senior midfielder Jennie Milligan (11 
goals, five assists) and junior midfielder Caitlin Miller (nine 
goals, six assists), to make up for Davey’s absence. Senior 
goalkeeper Ashley Peacock is also back for head coach Amy 
Slade’s Retrievers, who will begin against visiting Towson 
Feb. 15 and travel to Albany for its America East opener 
March 25. 

D-III
STEVENSON (2016 RECORD: 10-9)

The Mustangs should score plenty of goals during the 2017 
campaign. Head coach Kathy Railey will welcome back four 
of Stevenson’s top five scorers from the 2016 squad, which fin-
ished with 7-1 MAC Commonwealth mark.  

Stevenson lost Carli Bafford (26 goals, three assists) to 
graduation, but returns its leading scorer, senior midfielder 
Olivia Monteiro (32 goals, 12 assists). Monteiro will get plenty 
of help at the offensive end from a talented trio of attackers, 
including seniors Brady Heher (31 goals, 10 assists) and Tori 
Bruno (20 goals, four feeds) and junior Hollie Larrimore (23 
goals, three assists). 

The Mustangs will have to replace graduated goalkeeper 
Maggie Lawder and defender Kellie McLaughlin. But the re-
turn of senior Rachael Akshar and juniors Hana Tankersley, 
Lauren McDevitt and Jamie Bittner should help offset those 
defensive losses. Stevenson, which starts its 2017 campaign at 
Salisbury Feb. 18, hosts defending conference champion Mes-
siah in its league opener March 25.  
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erry Hasseltine would 
be happy with an Army-
Navy re-run.

The last time the ser-
vice academies picked 
sites for their annual 
football showdown, they 
awarded two games to 

Baltimore and M&T Bank Stadium, one 
game to FedEx Field in Landover, Md., 
and four games to Lincoln Financial 
Field in Philadelphia. 

That seven-year deal will expire after 
next season’s game at Lincoln Financial 
Field, and interest is percolating from 
across the country in bidding for the 
next games.

Before this last deal, the academies 
had typically picked sites for the next 
five years.

“We are definitely pursuing the next 
go-round of the Army-Navy game,” said 
Hasseltine, executive director of Mary-
land Sports, the agency charged with 
bringing regional, national and interna-
tional sporting events to Maryland. 

Hasseltine said the Ravens are the 
point on the bid effort since they would 
be the hosts for the game, and the 
Maryland Stadium Authority, Maryland 
Sports, the city of Baltimore, Visit Bal-
timore, and the Baltimore Office of Pro-
motion & the Arts “are all helping us to 
put our best foot forward.”

Navy athletic director Chet Gladchuk 
and Army athletic director Boo Corrigan 
met with representatives of potential 
game hosts in Baltimore before Decem-
ber’s game. They’ll make site visits this 
spring, and an announcement is expect-
ed to come in May.

Ten cities are said to have interest in 
playing host to the game. Besides Philly, 
Baltimore and Landover, they are Bos-
ton, Dallas, Houston, New York, Pitts-
burgh, San Diego and Seattle.

“It’s supposed to be a five-year bid cy-
cle,” Hasseltine said. “And knowing that 

Philadelphia is the unofficial home for the 
game, I really think we’re looking at get-
ting two games in Baltimore and one at 
FedEx Field. There is some intrigue from 
destinations in the Midwest and west. I 
wouldn’t be surprised if they extend the 
bid cycle like they did the last time.”

It’s not hard to imagine more than 
90,000 fans at Jerry Jones’ Taj Mahal 
(AT&T Stadium) in Arlington, Texas, 
watching the game. And it’s not hard to 
imagine Jones wanting another high-
profile event for his high-profile stadium.

It’s also not hard to imagine Army 
and Navy wanting to stage the game in 
San Diego or Seattle, cities with signifi-
cant military presences. 

The last time the Army-Navy game 
was played outside of Maryland or Phila-
delphia was in 2002, when it was at Gi-
ants Stadium in East Rutherford, N.J. 
That stadium, which was demolished in 
2010 after what’s now MetLife Stadium 
was built, also hosted the 1997, 1993 and 
1989 games.

The last time the game was played 
west of Catonsville was 1983, when it was 
at the Rose Bowl in Pasadena, Calif.

“One of these years, someone outside 
the I-95 corridor is going to be blessed 
with this opportunity,” Hasseltine said.

One of the major impediments to 
moving the game a big distance is the 
entire Corps of Cadets and the entire 
Brigade of Midshipmen have to be trans-
ported to the site. It’s not cheap to fly 
some 9,000 future military officers across 
the country. 

“Someone has to take on the cost of 
freighting that,” Hasseltine said.

Additionally, those Cadets and Mid-
shipmen, along with other officials from 
both academies, actually get to sit in the 
stadium. And they don’t pay for their 
tickets.

“We have to concede 12,000 seats,” 
Hasseltine said, adding M&T Bank Sta-
dium, which has a capacity of about 
71,000, has about 59,000 seats available 
to sell for the Army-Navy game. Obvi-

ously, that problem diminishes with big-
ger venues (like Jones’ AT&T Stadium).

The last time bids were awarded, 
Maryland was aided by anniversary cel-
ebrations of major events in U.S. history, 
Hasseltine said.

FedEx Field was awarded the 2011 
game, in part, because it coincided with 
the 10th anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 
attacks on the World Trade Center and 
the Pentagon. And Baltimore’s pitch for 
the 2014 game was based, in part, on the 
200th anniversary of the end of the War 
of 1812, when the Star Spangled Banner 
was written in Baltimore Harbor.

But even without a historical anniver-
sary peg this time around, Hasseltine is 
optimistic the game will return.

“The way we’re set up here in Balti-
more, with 10,000 hotel rooms within 
walking distance of the hotel, and an-
other 10,000 just a light rail ride away at 
BWI, it’s a spectacle,” he said. “We start 
the walk-on of the Cadets and Midship-
men at Oriole Park, so we don’t lose any 

prime parking spots, like they do in Phil-
adelphia.”

Hasseltine said economic impact 
numbers from the 2016 game are still 
being accumulated, but he said in 2014, 
the city benefited from $7.5 million in di-
rect spending and $3.2 million in indirect 
spending. Some $1.13 million in state tax 
revenue and $300,000 in city tax revenue 
was generated.

“And the media exposure in 2014, with 
[ESPN’s pre-game show] College GameDay 
here, was exponentially higher than nor-
mal,” he added. 

Terry Hasseltine Optimistic Army-
Navy Will Return To Baltimore
  Ed Waldman
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hroughout the last three 
decades, gambling has 
become, perhaps, the 
fastest-growing cultural 
and economic influence 
in America. In 1988, two 
states had casinos. To-
day, 40 states have casi-

nos, according to the American Gaming 
Association.

State governments, Maryland included, 
count on gambling tax revenues to maintain 
essential government services, such as educa-
tion and senior assistance. Nationally, gaming 
accounts for more than 1.7 million jobs and 
$73.5 billion in wages. Where point spreads 
were once taboo on sports broadcasts, now 
major sports news organizations offer advice 
on betting the games on their websites.

Gaming promises to continue to be one 
the fastest-evolving phenomena in America 
for the foreseeable future, and here’s what to 
expect in 2017.

SPORTS BETTING

The American Gaming Association, 
the main trade group that represents the 
casino industry, made the expansion of 
sports wagering one of its top priorities. 
The roadblock has been the Professional 
and Amateur Sports Protection Act, com-
monly referred to as PASPA, a 1992 federal 
law that prohibits states from licensing 
and regulating sports betting. A handful 
of states have grandfathered protections, 
most notably Nevada, which remains the 
only state that can offer broad gambling on 
sports events (Delaware, Montana and Or-

egon can offer limited sports betting).
With 40 states housing casinos ranging 

from tiny tribal establishments to immense 
destination gambling resorts, there’s an itch 
among several states to open sports book-
making operations. New Jersey has even tried 
to take its uphill legal battle for sports betting 
to the U.S. Supreme Court.

The surest path to broader sports bet-
ting is to repeal or amend PASPA. That’s 
up to Congress, but resistance has come 
from the sports leagues and the NCAA, as 
well as anti-gambling opponents. However, 
there have been signs of cracks in the pro 
sports alliance. The NBA concedes the le-
galizing of sports betting is inevitable. Ma-
jor League Baseball has been less emphatic 
but is bending on the issue.

In 2017, the AGA will continue to persuade 
opponents and legislators alike that it is in ev-
eryone’s best interests to make sports betting 
a white market. Estimates of the illegal mar-
ket in sports wagering (mostly online) are all 
over the place -- but $400 billion globally has 
been a popular number.
Prediction: Broader sports gambling will not 
happen in 2017, but this is the year of a mean-
ingful beginning of reaching that end. The 
key will be getting the most influential oppo-
nent, the NFL, to at least drop its objections 
to amending PASPA so individual states can 
make their own determinations.

DAILY FANTASY SPORTS

A red-hot topic a year ago, daily fantasy 
sports has seen things cool off during the sec-
ond half of 2016, which is a good thing. Most of 
the attention wasn’t favorable, as the emerg-
ing industry was subject to intense scrutiny 
from mainstream media and state law en-

forcement officials.
Frankly, DFS did pretty well in 2016 con-

sidering it was in a fight for survival when the 
New York attorney general forced it to tempo-
rarily shut down in that state. Empire State 
lawmakers bailed out DFS by passing legisla-
tion making it legal. Several other states also 
passed laws explicitly green-lighting DFS.

From a revenue standpoint, the daily fan-
tasy market has cooled mainly because the 
two chief operators, FanDuel and DraftKings, 
haven’t had the money to do much advertis-
ing. What many people don’t realize is despite 
all the marketing noise, these companies 
have always had trouble turning a profit, and 
after burning through piles of venture capital 
in 2015, they’re treading water.

In November, the two main companies an-
nounced a merger would occur after the NFL 
season. Well, we’re at that point and still wait-
ing to see what the new, largely one-company 
DFS world (there are still some smaller op-
erations) will look like.
Prediction: My guess is the resultant website 
(FanKings? DraftDuel?) will look more like 
the current DraftKings than FanDuel. For my 
money, DraftKings has always had the better 
aesthetics. Surely, there will be technologi-
cal efforts to improve the mobile experience. 
A hope more than a prediction is the more 
efficient, consolidated company will trim its 
commission on the most popular contests, 
which has edged up from about 10 percent 
to about 15 percent. Once the merger is com-
plete, financial backers will most likely infuse 
the new company with a fresh stash of cash 
to hit the reset button on marketing efforts 
next fall.

BRICKS & MORTAR CASINOS

While casinos around the country con-
tinue to add components -- Maryland Live! 
in Hanover, Md., is building a hotel -- the 
casino industry is taking a breather domes-
tically. The MGM National Harbor in Prince 
George’s County should be one of the last new 
ones in the East for a while. There are plans 
for a second casino in Philadelphia, and Mas-
sachusetts is the next major emerging mar-
ket, but the big casinos there won’t open until 
2018 and 2019.

Meanwhile, the challenge for tradition-
al casinos is to attract an elusive demo-

graphic -- millennials.
Even when they do go to casinos, younger 

customers are more apt to spend money on 
food, beverage and entertainment experienc-
es, such as nightclubs, than on slot machines 
or table games.
Prediction: Millennials are savvy. It doesn’t 
matter how a casino disguises a slot game; if 
it intrinsically has a negative outcome for the 
player, young people will catch on and just 
not play, other than for casual amusement. 
Over time, casinos will learn they need to hire 
younger management who understands its 
own demographic, and perhaps the result 
will be more peer-to-peer gaming with the ca-
sino making its money by taking a cut of the 
handle, just like with live poker.

LAS VEGAS

If you cherished the Las Vegas of a decade 
or two ago, hang onto those memories. It ain’t 
coming back.

Vegas continues to become more and 
more like other major American cities with 
the addition of chain stores (Vegas just got 
its first Ikea and Cracker Barrel restaurants 
in 2016) and the departure of old-time insti-
tutions (RIP the venerable Riviera, the tacky 
but beloved downtown Mermaids Casino 
with its deep-fried Twinkies and the Jubilee 
showgirl revue).

And horror of horrors, most casinos on the 
Strip will actually begin charging for parking 
in 2017, like it’s New York or someplace!

In the fall, an NHL team, the Golden 
Knights, begins play in the T-Mobile Arena 
just off the Strip, and odds are still good the 
NFL’s Raiders will be playing in Vegas by the 
end of the decade.
Prediction: Despite the changes, Vegas still of-
fers a critical mass of excesses that allow the 
catchphrase “What happens in Vegas, stays 
in Vegas” to ring true. Visitation to Vegas con-
tinues to bounce back from the dark days of 
the Great Recession, as evidenced by escalat-
ing passenger counts at McCarran Interna-
tional Airport (43.7 million through Novem-
ber 2016). Vegas has roared back to approach 
its pre-recession visitation levels by reinvent-
ing itself as a more sophisticated, albeit defi-
nitely more expensive, getaway. The forecast 
is more and more people will continue to go 
-- and they’ll need to bring more money. 

  Bill Ordine
  

What’s In Store For The 
Gaming World In 2017
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eleste Davis, a member of the girls’ 
basketball team at Severna Park High 
School in Anne Arundel County, has 
been named the U.S. Army Impact 
Player of the Month for December.

Davis, a senior who plays point 
guard for the Falcons, was nominated 

for the award by Severna Park’s head girls’ basketball 
coach, Lisa Magness.

“Celeste suffered a major concussion last year and 

lost half of her junior season and was unable to play 
for her AAU team,” Magness wrote in her nomination. 
“She has returned for her senior season and has worked 
hard to get back on the floor and lead the Falcons as 
the point guard.” 

A four-year member of Severna Park’s varsity team, 
Davis has developed a reputation for being extremely 
competitive and having a tremendous team-first atti-
tude. 

Davis  hasn’t been discouraged to continue to play 
hard despite her long injury layoff this past year, which 
happened before a game during warmups when a team-
mate’s shot went off the rim and hit Davis in the head, 

knocking her to the floor. 
In fact, Magness said Davis has come back an even 

stronger player because she took the time to learn more 
about basketball while she was sidelined. Davis spent a 
lot of time watching YouTube videos to get advice on 
ball handling and shooting form so she could better her 
technique in both areas.

“During games and practices, I would watch every-
one because I could see things you couldn’t see on the 
floor. It’s helped me a lot. I see more open players and 
do a better job of getting my teammates the ball, which 
is really important being a point guard,” Davis said. “It 
was hard to sit on the bench during our big games at 
the end of the year, watching my teammates play. When 
you’re out injured you just want to get in and help.”

This year, Davis has made the most of her chance 
to play. When the Falcons take the floor, Davis rou-
tinely contributes with gritty and effective performanc-
es. Magness praised her for never backing down from 
guarding an opponent’s top guard, which is one of the 
many ways she has become an indispensable part of 
Severna Park’s strategy on the court.

“My favorite part of basketball is defense. Getting a 
steal and starting a fast break is so fun and rewarding,” 
Davis said. “Defense wins games, and if you are all-in on 
defense, then it makes the game so much easier. When 
I’m doing a good job on defense and all my teammates 
are encouraging me, it makes me so much happier.”

Davis’ play has helped Severna Park get off to a fast 
start this season.

The Falcons have been one of Anne Arundel Coun-
ty’s finest thus far, registering wins against Arundel 
and Annapolis. The team also had a strong winter 
break, defeating Clarksburg and Wheaton to win the 
Magruder Invitational in Montgomery County.

Davis was in the middle of all the action for the Fal-
cons during the holiday tournament, hauling in seven 
rebounds and dishing out three assists against Clarks-
burg. During the championship contest with Wheaton, 
Davis registered eight steals and scored five points.

“I’m very excited about how we’re playing,” Davis 
said. “The Magruder Tournament was big for us be-
cause we had gotten to the final the previous two years 
and lost. We pushed ourselves even more this year to 
make sure we didn’t lose a third time in a row.”

Looking ahead, Davis plans to continue her basket-
ball career at the collegiate level after this season, but 
isn’t sure where. 

“Celeste has been a staple in our program for four 
years and has been a pleasure to coach,” Magness 
said. 
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Celeste Davis Named U.S. Army 
Impact Player Of The Month
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The Impact Player of the Month award  
is given to an individual who has 

impacted his or her team in a positive way,  
both on and off the field.
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here are a lot of eyes on junior Mount 
St. Joseph basketball player Jalen 
Smith and with good reason.

A 6-foot-10 forward, Smith is con-
sidered, by many, to be one of the top 
collegiate basketball recruits in the 
country for the class of 2018. He’s cur-

rently ranked No. 27 on ESPN.com and No. 22 on Rivals.
com’s national list of basketball prospects.

“He’s basically a coach’s dream -- a very talented 
player, terrific student and never a discipline problem 
or anything like that. His parents have done an excep-
tional job raising him,” Mount St. Joe head basketball 
coach Pat Clatchey said. “Right now, Jalen can score 
inside and out. He rebounds the ball; he blocks shots. 
Jalen can affect and impact the game on both ends of 
the floor.”

For as talented as Smith is, it’s hard to believe he 
hasn’t been playing organized basketball his entire life. 
Even though he would casually shoot hoops with his 
dad throughout his childhood, Smith didn’t play for an 
organized team until eighth grade.

Back then, Smith was a gangly kid who wasn’t sure 
how to correctly use his body. He admits to being un-
coordinated and spending a lot of his early days fall-
ing down. But that didn’t stop him from entering high 
school with high expectations and a lofty goal.

“I thought getting recruited by colleges was some-
thing that could happen to me because my main goal 
was to get a scholarship so that my parents wouldn’t 
have to pay for college,” Smith said.

His dreams were aided by being inserted into the 
Gaels’ starting lineup as a freshman. Mount St. Joe was 
incredibly young that season but still managed a 19-13 
record, with Smith averaging eight points and four re-
bounds a game.

“Competing against older players put a fire in my 
heart to be more physical and not just a weak fresh-
man, which is what opponents saw me as,” Smith said. 
“I just tried to learn from the older guys on the team as 
best I could and to get better overall.”

Competing as a freshman in the difficult Maryland 
Interscholastic Athletic Association, combined with 
playing both Amateur Athletic Union and on the Nike 
Circuit the following summer, led to Smith getting no-
ticed by big-time college basketball programs.

Smith then made major news locally when he re-
ceived an offer from the University of Maryland in Octo-
ber 2015, just a few weeks before his sophomore season 
began. It was a dream come true for Smith, who grew 
up a big Terps fan.

“It was a surprise to get offered this early. I was hop-
ing Maryland would offer some time down the road, 
probably this year,” Smith said. “Once they did though, 
I was ecstatic.” 

To his high school coach, it’s not surprising his star 

forward was getting interest early in his high school ca-
reer. Clatchey, who is in his 25th season at Mount St. 
Joe, is no stranger to having high-profile collegiate pro-
grams take interest in his players, with Phil Booth (Vil-
lanova), Kam Williams (Ohio State), Eric Atkins (Notre 
Dame) and Dino Gregory (Maryland) being among the 
more famous alums of his program. 

When discussing Smith and his former players, 
Clatchey compares him to Henry Sims, who played at 
Georgetown (2008-2012) and in the NBA for four sea-
sons, predominately with the Philadelphia 76ers. As 
talented as Sims was in high school, Clatchey thinks 
Smith has more versatility and a little more skill than 
Sims did at this point in his career.

“He has a chance to be a really good player,” Clatchey 
said. “Jalen is still growing into his body, but he shows 
tons of versatility. He has size; he has length; he has 
time and touch. Down the road, he could be a big-time 
impact player at the collegiate level.”

At the moment, Smith is starting to get more in-
volved with his recruiting process. Despite all the ex-
citement that came with receiving an early offer from 
the Terps, much of Smith’s recruiting process has been 
handled by his parents, Anthony and Lisa.

Clatchey is quick to praise the family for the deci-
sion, because it’s allowed Smith to focus on his school-
work and basketball. It’s also shielded their son from 
having to deal with a lot of the hysteria and stress that 
comes with high-level college basketball recruiting.

“It’s difficult because I don’t like to let people down, 
and that definitely comes into play with coaches. I hate 
telling them no because I’m just not that type of per-
son,” Smith said. “It’s going to be a tough decision. It 
will come down to my relationship with the coach, how 
the school treats its players and what the school’s aca-
demics are like.”

As Smith’s value has steadily risen in various pros-
pect rankings, more exciting opportunities have come 
his way. The most thrilling of which came when he was 
invited to train with the Team USA U17 team in Colo-
rado Spring, Col., this past summer. 

“Every day was basically like a college practice,” 
Smith said. “Everyone there was physically and men-
tally prepared to compete every day, which meant you 
constantly got pushed to your limits.”

For now, Smith has plenty to focus on with the ex-
pectations this year’s Gaels basketball team faces. The 
team has gotten off to a fast start, already beating top 
Baltimore-area powerhouses, like Poly, Glenelg Coun-
try School and Boys’ Latin.

Smith’s breakout game of the season came during 
a tournament contest Dec. 3 against St. Benedict’s, a 
basketball juggernaut from Newark, N.J. In that con-
test, Smith was matched up against Bourama Sidibe, 
a highly regarded, 6-foot-11 senior center who has com-
mitted to play at Syracuse. Smith had a monstrous ef-
fort, scoring 24 points and hauling in 16 rebounds as 
the Gaels won, 65-59.

While that game sticks out for his coach as Smith’s 

marquee performance of the young season, his reliabil-
ity has been even more impressive to Clatchey.

“He’s gone from being a role player the last two years 
to being an impact guy,” Clatchey said. “We expect him 
to be close to a double-double every game, and he has 
pretty much done that. He’s been incredibly consis-
tent.”

As is to be expected with being a big-time college 
basketball prospect, Smith has many more distrac-
tions than the average high schooler. Despite the buzz 
that’s been generated from his ability on the basket-
ball court, Smith remains a normal kid. He likes to play 
video games, hang out with friends and plans to major 
in business management and analytics once he gets to 
college.

It’s when he discusses his future prospects that his 
unique situation becomes more evident. While his 3.6 
GPA proves Smith prioritizes academics, he also wants 
to see how far he can take playing the sport he loves 
-- something many people dream about but few have a 
legitimate chance to pursue.

“I just love the team aspect of basketball. I like win-
ning and competing with other players,” Smith said. 
“I’d like to make the NBA. It would be incredible to get 
to experience it and to further my career in basketball 
to the highest level.” 
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All Eyes Are On Mount 
St. Joseph’s Jalen Smith
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 WALKS/RACES

FEB. 5 -- PENGUIN PACE 5K
The Penguin Pace helps the Bain Center Council subsidize many 
Bain 50+ Center activities and provides a variety of additional health, 
educational, art and social activities to seniors throughout Howard 
County. To register, visit register.chronotrack.com/r/24173.

FEB. 11 -- CUPID’S UNDIE RUN
Join the one-mile fun-run, and then have some more fun at Power 
Plant Live! in the Inner Harbor to benefit Children’s Tumor 
Foundation. To register, visit cupidsundierun.org/city/baltimore/.

FEB. 25 -- TRI TO HELP
Seasoned triathletes and first-timers can compete to raise the most 
sponsors, which funds epilepsy research at the Johns Hopkins 
Epilepsy Center. To register, visit stroupkidsforkids.org/md.

MARCH 12 -- UNDER ARMOUR ST. PATRICK’S 
DAY SHAMROCK 5K 
Grab your green and run through Baltimore City for the 
Under Armour Shamrock 5K before finishing at Power Plant 
Live! for an epic after party. The race sells out fast, so regis-
ter early. To register, visit runsignup.com/Race/MD/Baltimore/
UnderArmourStPatricksDayShamrock5K.

 BASEBALL/SOFTBALL 

BLUE DEVIL UMPIRE ASSOCIATION
New baseball umpires are needed to officiate in Baltimore, Carroll 
and Fredrick counties. No experience is necessary. Email Bob Frank 
at lawyerfrank@comcast.net or call 410-493-7011 or contact Larry 
Silverman at Bluedevilumps@comcast.net or call 410-484-2118.

FAST PITCH
U14 and U16 Dynasty Prime fast-pitch softball teams are looking for 
committed players and families for the upcoming spring/summer 
season. Games are played in local and national tournaments and 
showcases. Players participate in year-round workouts and practice 
in Prime Sportsplex in Glen Arm. Visit Dpdynasty.com or email 
Coach Denny dpdsoftball@gmail.com.

ADULT BASEBALL
Join the Eastern Baltimore County over-40 baseball league, which 
plays with wood bats on 90-foot diamonds. Players of all skill levels 
are encouraged to visit over40baseball.org or call Mike Lockett at 
410-446-0443.

COCKEYSVILLE RECREATION
For updates about baseball registration for the Cockeysville 
Recreation Center, visit cockeysvillereccouncil.org or call 410-887-7734.

MUSEUM OF NEGRO LEAGUES BASEBALL
Visit the Hubert V. Simmons Museum of Negro Leagues Baseball 
at the Owings Mills Metro Centre. The museum is named after Bert 
Simmons, who played for the Baltimore Elite Giants. The museum is 
open daily, and admission is free. Volunteers are always welcome. For 
more information, visit smnlbinc.org.

BASEBALL CARD SHOW
A sports card and memorabilia show to benefit Monsignor Slade 
Catholic School will be held at Monsignor Slade Catholic School in 
Glen Burnie from 8 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Feb. 11. For more details, call Leo 
at 443-416-6447.

MASON-DIXON UMPIRES ASSOCIATION
The MDUA is looking for new high school baseball umpires in 

Baltimore. No experience is necessary. Email James Byrd at 

jbyrd0062@comcast.net or call 410-294-5257. 

 LACROSSE/SQUASH

LAX REGISTRATION
Team registrations are now being accepted for the Baltimore 

Indoor Lax Shoot-Out scheduled for Feb. 19 and 20 at the Du 

Burns Arena. The Shoot-Out is open to boys and girls as well as 

travel and club-sponsored teams located within the mid-Atlan-

tic region. Competition is available for boys and girls travel ages 

9-18 or club level graduation year competition of 2018-2026. For 

additional information, email mascom13@aol.com or visit our 

page at mascomsports.com.

BALTIMORE CITY YOUTH LACROSSE
The Baltimore Youth Lacrosse League is registering for the 

spring 2017 season. This in-house league is open to all kids ages 

4-13 and practices two days a week with games on weekends. For 

more information, call 443-863-8377, email baltimoreyouthlax@

gmail.com or visit baltimoreyouthlax.com.

SQUASH
SquashWise provides incentives for middle school students 

to excel academically, athletically and socially, as well as the 

opportunity to compete in local and national squash tourna-

ments. No squash experience is necessary to become a tutor. 

Visit baltimoresquashwise.org to make your tax-deductible 

donation. To make equipment donations and/or become a vol-

unteer tutor, email abbym@baltimoresquashwise.org.

 SOCCER/RUGBY

MIGHTY KICKS PUP LEAGUE
The Pup League provides year-round soccer training for boys 

and girls of all abilities ages 2-18. It’s designed to build motor 

skills, self-confidence and basic techniques. Ongoing programs 

are available around Baltimore. For more information, visit 

mightykicksbaltimore.com.

RUGBY
The Baltimore-Chesapeake Rugby Club, the region’s only 

Division I men’s rugby club, is looking for experienced play-

ers or those new to the game. For more information, email  

baltimorechesapeakerugby@gmail.com or visit baltimorerugby.net.

CELTIC SOCCER CLUB
Tryouts for the Celtic Soccer Club are for boys ages 6-18 and girls 

6-12. Registration and additional information are available at 

baltimoreceltic.com.

  FOOTBALL

BALTIMORE TERPS YOUTH
Games are open to all players ages 4-14, regardless of weight or 
skill level. The games provide a platform for participants to play 
the proper position for their body size while also ensuring their 
success as they move on to high school and beyond. To register, 
visit baltimoreterps.com or call 443-863-TERP.

JOIN THE RAVENS’ BAND 
Become part of the Baltimore Ravens’ game-day experience by 
joining Baltimore’s Marching Ravens. Visit baltimoreravens.com/
marchingravens.

 OTHER ACTIVITIES

JAN 26-28 -- POLAR BEAR PLUNGE
Join more than 10,000 courageous plungers at Sandy Point State Park 
seeking thrills and chills all to benefit the 7,311 athletes of Special 
Olympics Maryland. To register, visit kintera.org/faf/home/default.
asp?ievent=1164129.

JAN. 26-29 -- BALTIMORE BOAT SHOW
The 2017 Progressive Insurance Baltimore Boat Show returns to 
the Baltimore Convention Center offering more than 300 boats and 
everything needed to get on the water in time for summer. Tickets are 
$14 for adults, free for children 15 and younger, and can be purchased 
in advance online at BaltimoreBoatShow.com or at the box office 
during the show.

DUCKPIN BOWLING 
There are openings for youth duckpin-bowling leagues for ages 
3-21 at various duckpin centers in Baltimore. Most programs run 
Saturday mornings and include bowling, shoe rental and coaching. 
For more information, visit ndya.org, call Stacy Karten at 410-356-
0936 or “Like” duckpin bowling at facebook.com/theduckpinnews.

BABE RUTH MUSEUM
The improved Babe Ruth Birthplace Museum has reopened right 
next to Camden Yards. Babe Ruth’s legacy shaped the sports and 
American life we live now. Consider making a tax-deductible dona-
tion. Visit baberuthmuseum.org/donate or call 410-727-1539, ext. 3012.

BALTIMORE FITNESS ACADEMY
BMoreFit’s goal is to reduce childhood obesity throughout the 
Baltimore metropolitan area by educating and mentoring urban 
youth with targeted programs for improved health, fitness and  
nutrition. For more details, visit bmorefit.org.

HOMESCHOOL SPORTS
Baltimore-area homeschooled boys and girls in grades six-12 interest-
ed in playing interscholastic sports like soccer, volleyball and baseball 
can register for the upcoming school season. For more information or 
to register, email chensports@verizon.net.

MARYLAND OFFICIALS CLUB
Interested in becoming a high school swimming official in the 
Baltimore-Anne Arundel area? Experience as a competitive 
swimmer or coach at the high school, college or masters level 
-- or prior experience officiating -- is strongly preferred. Email  
mdcommish@comcast.net or call Mike Connors at 410-653-7307.

BICYCLE REPAIR
As a cooperative bicycle shop, visitors can work on a donated 

bike, use tools to fix a broken bike or buy ready-to-ride second-

hand bikes. Volunteer staff will provide assistance. For details, visit  

velocipedebikeproject.org. 

 COMMUNITY BEAT



They said it on

They said it on

“He did a good job in the adjustment period 
with us. He did a good job of welcoming his 
new staff to us and us to them. He made us 
work hard. He’s a real laid-back coach. He’s 
hard on us when he has to be, but he’s just 
been doing a great job with us. As you see, 
the results are paying off.” 

- UMBC guard Jairus Lyles Dec. 15 on the team’s strong start in 
head coach Ryan Odom’s first season

“What’s the most impressive thing about the 
Ravens that I believe in, having been there and 
been on the inside, is they all take responsibility 
for wins and losses. It’s not a finger-pointing 
kind of an organization whatsoever. And I 
always will remember that from when I was 
there, because ... a large majority of teams 
are not that way.”

- Former Ravens defensive coordinator/NFL Network analyst 
Mike Nolan Dec. 28 on why he still believes in Ravens 
general manager Ozzie Newsome and head coach John 
Harbaugh

“When I finished being a general manager 
[after] 26 years and became president of the 
Braves and then vice chairman ... I may have 
given a little thought to it. Because people 
would ask me [and say], ‘You should be in 
the Hall of Fame. You had a great career. 
Nobody’s resume lives up to what you’ve 
done.’ So you think about it, but I didn’t live 
my life every day waking up and saying, 
‘Why didn’t somebody call me and say I was 
in the Hall of Fame?’”

- Baltimore native/former Royals and Braves general manager 
John Schuerholz Dec. 6 on waiting to find out he’d been 
elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame

“I’ve known Jonathan [Schoop] since he was 
in Little League. [In the] Little League World 
Series I had him. I’ve watched him grow -- 
what a great young man -- and the ability is 
off the charts. With his arm strength, you can 
move him around the diamond if you needed 
to. He can do a lot of things for you. He could 
be a franchise player. I don’t think that’s crazy 
talk. I think [there’s] that possibility.” 

- Former Orioles second baseman/MLB Network analyst 
Harold Reynolds Dec. 7 on whether the Orioles could ulti-
mately build around Jonathan Schoop if Manny Machado 
ends up leaving

“I think ‘competitive,’ if I had to choose one 
word. He had a fire about him, a will on 
the inside, and it wasn’t just during games, 
it was during practice. ... Steve [Smith Sr.] 

practiced in May during minicamps or OTAs. 
If he had to lay out for a ball, he laid out 
for a ball. And he raised everybody’s level 
of intensity up. And it just kind of brought a 
competitive spirit to practice. That’s how you 
get better.” 

- Former Panthers/NFL quarterback Jake Delhomme Dec. 30 
in advance of his former teammate Steve Smith Sr.’s final 
career game

“Whenever you get an injury, it kind of creeps 
into the back of your mind. This last time, when I 
was released with the injury settlement, you’re 
at a point in your career where you’re like, 
‘Alright, this is probably the last shot you’re 
going to get.’”

- Ravens WR/RS Michael Campanaro Dec. 19 on if he thought 
he might not get another opportunity in the NFL

“If you knew him how long I’ve known him, 
he always had that passion. That’s how he 
made it to the NFL. He wasn’t the tallest guy; 
he wasn’t the fastest guy, wasn’t the strongest 
guy. By no means. But he had a good spirit, 
worked hard, played hard and did everything 
the right way, so it worked out for him. It’s 
a sad day for the whole [city of] Baltimore. 
Because nobody is going to be able to replace 
his energy and everything he stood for. He 
was not only downtown doing work, visiting 
politicians, he was in the hood doing stuff.”

- Former Ravens linebacker/Baltimore native Tommy Polley 
Dec. 29 on the death of his friend and fellow Baltimorean 
Keion Carpenter
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dmittedly, I was never 
able to fully appreciate 
the Steve Smith Sr. era 
in Baltimore. 

It’s not because I 
didn’t recognize the for-
mer Panthers receiver 

was still, I believe the term is, “a baller.” 
It’s not because I can’t acknowledge 
the combination of skill and fortitude 
he brought to the table every week. It’s 
just that Smith’s presence, to me, always 
seemed to reflect as much of his own 
quality as it did the Ravens’ continued 
lack of young, difference-making receiv-
ers on the roster. 

Every time he caught the ball, there 
was a part of me that felt, “That’s nice 
and all, but wouldn’t it be great if he 
was 27 instead of 37 and he’ll be catch-
ing passes for as long as Joe Flacco is the 

quarterback here?” It was a conundrum 
dissimilar to the majority of high-level 
players who have played in Baltimore. 

That said, my frustrations regarding 
Smith never distracted from his great-
ness. He was still talented with the Ra-
vens after an incredible 13 seasons with 
the Panthers. 

So here’s where we get to the crux of 
the ink PressBox has allotted me this 
month. The phrases “future Hall of Fam-
er” and “likely future Hall of Famer” have 
been used at times to describe Smith as 
his career came to a close this past sea-
son. But Canton, Ohio, is no certainty for 
the 16-year veteran. Smith’s totals are 
impressive: 1,031 career catches (12th in 
NFL history) for 14,731 yards (seventh) 
and 81 touchdowns (tied for 26th). He 
also added two rushing touchdowns, six 
return scores and 11 combined visits to 
pay-dirt during the postseason. 

Those numbers are significant, and 

combined with Smith’s reputation for 
toughness and an overwhelmingly posi-
tive public persona, I like his chances. 
But keep in mind, former 49ers/Cow-
boys/Eagles/Bills/Bengals receiver Ter-
rell Owens finished with nearly twice as 
many touchdown catches (153, third all-
time), yet he’s waiting to find out if he’ll 
get in on his second try as a finalist this 
year. Former Raiders star receiver Tim 
Brown is one of only 10 players to haul 
in 100 touchdown catches, yet he had to 
wait six years to get in. 

Smith may have to sweat out a few 
years’ worth of voting before he gets the 
call, but he should eventually receive 
enshrinement. And I’m good with all of 
that. You know, just as long as the other 
guy doesn’t have to wait any longer than 
Smith does. 

You know the guy. The guy is fellow 
former Ravens wide receiver Anquan 
Boldin. Inexplicably, while Smith is 
spoken of in more certain terms regard-
ing the Hall, Boldin is largely viewed as 
more of a “bubble” candidate. 

For fun, I posted a poll on Twitter in 
early January asking which player was 
more deserving of the Hall of Fame and 
overwhelmingly (roughly 75 percent) 
votes were cast for Smith from an audi-
ence largely made up of Ravens fans. 

But consider the numbers at the 
end of the 2016 regular season. Boldin 
has 1,076 catches (ninth all-time) for 
13,779 yards (14th) and 82 touchdowns 
(tied 23rd). He added a rushing touch-

down and has hauled in eight postsea-
son scores. He’s done this while playing 
two fewer seasons (with the potential to 
keep playing moving forward), and tak-
ing into consideration the injuries both 
players have suffered, Boldin has played 
17 fewer regular-season games. 

The receiving numbers are almost 
identical. Smith has a level of separation 
statistically, thanks to his return num-
bers, but the two careers even out when 
you take into consideration the one oth-
er thing Boldin has. You know, a ring. 
While Smith reached one Super Bowl, 
Boldin reached two. And during the Ra-
vens’ run to Super Bowl XLVII, the re-
ceiver was spectacular. His 22 catches, 
380 yards and four touchdowns through-
out four playoff games were punctuated 
by his fourth-quarter, third-and-inches 
back shoulder reception in New Orleans 
-- one of the more underappreciated Su-
per Bowl plays of all time. 

In fairness to Smith, he could not 
singlehandedly carry a team to a Super 
Bowl title. But he tried, with 404 yards 
and three touchdowns during Carolina’s 
run to Super Bowl XXXVIII. But Bold-
in held a Lombardi Trophy, and Smith 
didn’t. There’s no getting around that. 

Two players, both defined by tough-
ness and a “warrior’s mentality” whose 
career numbers and accomplishments 
are remarkably similar. Smith appears 
to ultimately be Hall of Fame-bound, 
and that’s exactly how it should be. 

Just as long as Boldin is, too.  
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If Steve Smith Sr. Is A Hall 
Of Famer, Anquan Boldin 
Deserves Recognition, Too
  Glenn Clark 
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Thousands of men
turn to 

Chesapeake Urology
to treat their 

erectile dysfunction.

Whatever the cause, our 
specialists can help virtually 
all men fi nd a successful ED 
treatment to restore their sexual 
function – medications, vacuum 
device, injection therapy, 
suppositories and penile 
prostheses. Most healthcare 
plans accepted and most 
cover ED treatments.17 offi ces 

throughout Maryland. 

 Call 866-953-3111 or visit 
ED.ChesapeakeUrology.com.

WICKipedia
High School sports 

by an award-winning 
writer (someday)

CountySportsZone.com
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Geppi’s Entertainment Museum is a pop culture shrine, a tribute to the exciting
 characters, toys and experiences that have shaped our past and our present.

Whether you’re looking for a gateway to history or a place to hold
 an amazing family or corporate event, you’ll find it at GEM!

Action Comics #1 
The first appearance

of Superman The original, hand-made 
G.I. Joe prototype

Do You Want a Party
 of Historic Proportions?

Do You Want a Party
 of Historic Proportions?

Located in Baltimore’s historic Camden Yards sports complex,
right across the street from the Baltimore Convention Center

and immediately next door to Oriole Park! 

To make your party a night to remember, 
contact: Nadja Martens, Sales Manager – Events

Phone: (410) 625-7063
Email: mnadja@geppismuseum.com

www.GeppisMuseum.com

 
DIAMOND COMIC PRESENTS:  

RICIG’S WORLD OF SPORTS





With winter and all of its unpredictable weather conditions upon us, Toyota has a great selection of vehicles with available All-Wheel 
Drive and 4-Wheel Drive to help keep you in control. Feel confident in all weather conditions with fantastic traction and handling.

HIT THE ROADS WITH CONFIDENCE

For great deals visit

See dealer for details.


