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he recent passing of 
comedic actress Mary 
Tyler Moore brought 
some attention back to 
her old TV show and 
the theme song written 
by Sonny Curtis. You 

know, the one that sums up her move 
from a small town in Minnesota to the 
big city of Minneapolis, with the repeat-
ed back-to-back lyrics, “You just might 
make it after all.” 

Those lyrics struck a chord with me 
as I watched Maryland men’s basketball 
head coach Mark Turgeon brilliantly 
navigate his young team to a 20-4 start, 
as of Feb. 10. 

Even though there have been some re-
cent struggles, particularly a 70-64 loss at 
Penn State Feb. 7, no amount of slippage 
can diminish the exquisitely executed 
pivot that saw Turgeon move on from the 
uber-talented collection of me-first play-
ers that finished the 2015-16 season with a 
disappointing loss in the Sweet 16.

Even though Turgeon put together a 
star-studded roster last season, before 
that, the roster-build was anything but 
smooth sailing.  

After a dysfunctional 2014-15 sea-
son, Turgeon had a revolt on his hands. 
Guard Nick Faust, center Shaquille 
Cleare, guard Roddy Peters and forward 
Charles Mitchell all transferred from his 
program. At the time, regardless of what 
actually happened, there were loud whis-
pers the players left because Turgeon 
was recruiting over his bunch of basket-
ball brats.

But the net result was Turgeon try-
ing to move forward, which brought the 
transfers of forward Robert Carter Jr. 
from Georgia Tech and guard Rasheed 
Sulaimon from Duke, not to mention 
one-year wonder center Diamond Stone. 
While the 2015-16 season ended before 
many thought it would, Turgeon’s abil-
ity to attract star-power kept him from 
taking on water after the mass-exodus at 
the end of the 2014-15 season.

Turgeon responded to the loss of 
Carter, Stone and forward Jake Layman 
to the NBA with the more sensible long-
term signings of guards Kevin Huerter 
and Anthony Cowan and forward Justin 
Jackson. That trio, along with fifth-year 
senior transfer L.G. Gill and veteran 
holdovers Melo Trimble, Damonte Dodd, 

Jalen Brantley and Michal Cekovsky, 
among others, had Maryland as high as 
No. 17 in the national polls this season.

With this year’s early success, it feels 
like Turgeon, who spent 1998-2011 with 
smaller programs at Jacksonville State, 
Wichita State and Texas A&M, is going 
to make it after all.

Truth be told, Turgeon may not be 
the in-game maestro his predecessor, 
Gary Williams, was, but his tireless ef-
forts on the recruiting trail bring to mind 
the Terps’ other big-name and longtime 
coach, Lefty Driesell. Turgeon’s recruit-
ing efforts will likely be what put him in 
a position to be at Maryland for as long 
as he likes.

We all know Driesell brought his bom-
bastic stylings and big-time basketball to 
College Park, Md., in 1969. That means 
the Driesell, Bob Wade, Williams and 
Turgeon years are now at 47 and count-
ing. Only two times during that period 
did Maryland make it to the Final Four 
(2001, 2002), and only once were the Terps 
crowned national champions (2002).

Turgeon’s 2017-18 team will likely re-
turn all but two players from this year’s 
squad, seniors Dodd and Gill. Trimble, 
who decided to step back from an early 
entry into the 2016 NBA Draft, is just a 
junior and could again choose to return 
to the fold. That’s an outcome that would 
bring a smile to his coach’s face.

The two open spots on the roster have 
been claimed by 6-foot-10 center Bruno 
Fernando out of the IMG Academy in 
Bradenton, Fla., and 6-foot-4 guard Dar-
ryl Morsell out of Baltimore’s Mount 
Saint Joseph.

While Fernando is supposed to be 
good enough to start immediately, it is 
the Morsell signing that may be smooth-
ing the path for even more success under 
Turgeon. Morsell marks the first Balti-
more signee for the Turgeon era.

It is the pipeline to Baltimore that 
may be the game-changer for Turgeon. 
At one time, Driesell was able to snap 
his fingers and get high-level talent from 
Baltimore. That was, until local product 
Ernie Graham, who starred at Maryland, 
failed to live up to his NBA promise. 
Driesell was blamed for that, and local 
coaches shut off any possible pipeline to 
Maryland.

Then, when Wade took over for the 
fired Driesell in 1986, he was there such 
a short time that the pipeline never re-
established itself. When Wade was sum-

marily fired for cause in 1989, that pipe-
line of top-tier talent remained shut, 
until a brave Keith Booth went against 
the unspoken edict and opened things 
back up, as part of Williams’ 1993 re-
cruiting class.

Of course, there is the notable in-
stance of former Calvert Hall guard Juan 
Dixon, one of Baltimore’s own who led 
the Terps to the 2002 national title and 
played seven seasons in the NBA. But 
Dixon has been a rare exception.

While Williams got a couple other star 
Baltimore players, Sean Mosley was a 
disappointment and Faust transferred 
out in May 2014.

Clearly if Morsell’s signing can reopen 
the door to Baltimore recruits, and it 
is strongly indicated his 6-foot-9 junior 
power forward teammate, and top 25 re-
cruit, Jalen Smith is favoring the Terps, 
it could greatly help Turgeon’s efforts 
to get Maryland back to the Promised 
Land.

In closing, the news didn’t get much 
attention, but the death of former Bal-
timore Bullets part-owner Earl Foreman 
Jan. 23 at the age of 92 struck a chord 
with me. My first job in sports was at the 
behest of Foreman. In 1966, at the age of 
14, I got my first dream job as a ball boy 
for the Baltimore Bullets.

Actually, the job came by way of Joe 
Cohen, who was Foreman’s brother-
in-law. Cohen’s late wife, Olive, was my 
late Aunt Ester’s best friend, and that 
relationship got me into the inner sanc-
tums of the Baltimore Civic Center and 
my first front-row seat to see the likes of 
former Bullet greats Gus Johnson, Don 
Ohl, Kevin Loughery, Bob Ferry, Ray 
Scott and Jack Marin.

Some 20 years later, after Foreman 
briefly owned a piece of the Philadelphia 
Eagles, he ended up the commissioner 
of the MISL, the league the Baltimore 
Blast played in. It was in that capacity 
during the mid-1980s, when I hosted a 
postgame radio show on WFBR, that I 
often got to interview Foreman.

I have the warmest memories of my 
time as a ball boy with that lousy 1966-67 
Bullets team that went 20-61, as well as 
the times I would brush up against Fore-
man as he tried, mightily, to build the 
MISL into this country’s third big-time 
indoor league.

Rest in peace, Earl. 
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 ONE FAN’S OPINION

  Stan “The Fan” Charles

T

Mark Turgeon Just 
Might Make It After All



asper Wells played baseball at Towson 
University from 2003-05 and made it to the 
major leagues for parts of four seasons, toil-
ing with five teams from 2010-2013. He went 
back to independent ball and the minors 
before the Detroit Tigers released him from 
their Double-A affiliate in Erie two years 
ago.

Wells, an outfielder, said that left him facing a lot of ques-
tions. He tried some pitching, but his elbow kept getting sore. 
Debating his next move in life, Wells began driving toward his 
family’s home in Schenectady, N.Y., when he received some 
terrible news.

His family’s house, the one Wells grew up in, had caught 
fire. Lightning struck a rod, the roof caught fire and the house 
was gone. Everyone got out of the house, but all of Wells’ base-
ball memorabilia was lost: his first home run ball, all the jer-
seys, the lineup card from the day he got his first hit, every-
thing had been wiped out.

And it opened Wells’ eyes.
“That made me realize being with my family [was impor-

tant], and what was I going to do if I don’t do baseball?” Wells 
said. “I talked to people, and they said you could get your de-
gree. So I decided to go back and … finish.”

Wells needed 36 credits to complete his degree in electron-
ic media and film and returned to Towson. He graduated in 
December 2016, with some help from the Detroit Tigers, who, 
when they drafted him in the 14th round in 2005, said they’d 
take care of the final three semesters of his degree if he ever 
went back.

Now a college graduate, the 32-year-old Wells also boasts 
a job. He recently started working in medical sales along with 
a job as a part-time weekend manager at Das Bier Haus, a 
restaurant in Baltimore.

“Baseball is not going to define who I am in my life,” Wells 
said. “I learned a lot from those experiences. I made a lot of 
contacts. But moving on, there’s a new chapter in my life, and 
I’m definitely looking forward to [it].”

Wells pitched and played outfield for three seasons at Tow-

son, becoming the lone Towson Tiger to be picked as the Colo-
nial Athletic Association Player of the Year (2005). His return 
a decade later to finish the degree did not surprise Towson 
baseball head coach Mike Gottlieb.

“To his credit, I think he understood the importance of it,” 
said Gottlieb, now starting his 30th season. “He understood 
the importance of getting the degree. I’d like to think it sets a 
good example for [other kids].”

Gottlieb said about 90 percent of his players graduate, but 
finishing 11 years after leaving is a bit different.

In the majors, Wells played in a total of 277 games with De-
troit, Seattle, the Chicago White Sox, Philadelphia and Oak-
land. Wells posted a .230 batting average with 25 home runs 
and 81 RBIs.

That came after spending much of 2005-2010 in the minors. 
He worked his way up to his major league debut with Detroit 
May 15, 2010 and went 0-for-4. Wells got his first big league hit 
May 19 against Oakland’s Dallas Braden, a single, and fin-
ished 2-for-5 that day.

“It’s an everyday job,” Wells said of big league life. “You 
can’t take a day off. There’s someone who could take your job. 
There’s someone out there who isn’t taking a day off. Hard 
work beats talent when talent doesn’t work hard. I always 
tried to out-work everyone.”

Wells also tried to deliver those messages to modern-day 
Towson players when he was back on campus the last three 
semesters. He began meeting with the team and talked with 
players about various subjects, becoming sort of a mentor -- 
one Gottlieb enjoyed having around.

“Unintentionally, he was like an additional coach in the 
last three semesters,” Gottlieb said. “He got to know the kids. 
They liked having him around. I was impressed with him, with 
some of the suggestions he made in terms of baseball.”

Wells is proud of his baseball accomplishments and won’t 
forget them. He now lives in Federal Hill while taking on his 
new jobs.

He’ll look back with pride at being one of the few players to 
even make the major leagues and accomplish something. But 
now, it’s time for the next part of the game. 

And he’s just fine with that.
“... With the work I put in, I made it to the pinnacle of my 

professional career in baseball [for] 3.5 years,” Wells said. “But 
I know there’s no regrets in my mind. I worked as hard as I 
could.” 

-- Jeff Seidel

Catching Up With 
Dave Cottle 

Chesapeake Bayhawks general manager and former Uni-
versity of Maryland men’s lacrosse coach Dave Cottle has 
spent nearly 40 years playing and coaching lacrosse in the 
state. 

Since playing college lacrosse at Salisbury University and 
beginning his coaching career at the Severn School in 1980, the 
Baltimore native has overseen many great lacrosse programs 
in the area.

Cottle was inducted into the US Lacrosse Chesapeake 
Chapter Hall of Fame Jan. 26, alongside former St. Mary’s 
Annapolis High School lacrosse head coach Jim Moorhead. 
The local chapter of the sport’s national governing body rep-
resents lacrosse in Anne Arundel County.

“From Brian Wood, one of the greatest Division I lacrosse 
players, who was inducted into the chapter, to Buddy Beard-
more, from the University of Maryland, to now Jim Moorhead, 
and to be associated with those names from Anne Arundel 
County is a sincere honor,” Cottle said.

Upon receiving his local Hall of Fame recognition, Cottle 
reflected on his long and successful coaching career in Mary-
land.

“Every year was special in itself,” Cottle said. “The first two 
years at Severn, when I was trying to figure out what I was do-
ing, we won Maryland Interscholastic Athletic Association ‘B’ 
titles, and back then I thought it couldn’t get any better than 
that. Then at Maryland, we went to the Final Four.” 

The 2008 Atlantic Coast Conference Coach of the Year has 
fond memories of his time as a Division I men’s lacrosse coach 
at Loyola (1983-2001) and Maryland (2002-10).

“Really at Loyola it was building it up from the ground and 
being a part of something that was bigger than me,” Cottle 
said. “Really, the thing I cherished the most at Maryland was 
the players. We were very fortunate to have some tremendous 
teammates and competitive kids who really played hard. I al-
ways say, at Maryland, you don’t make friends for four years, 
you make friends for life. So that was special.”

The longtime head coach still follows the Terps and Divi-
sion I lacrosse closely as a talent evaluator for the Bayhawks, 
and he has been impressed with what he has seen from the 
Maryland program during the past few seasons.

“I am a big John Tillman fan, and I am a big University of 
Maryland fan, too,” Cottle said. “I am extremely proud of how 
they have done. They have been knocking on the door of this 
championship for the last couple years, and you never know 
what’s going to be the thing that breaks you through.” 

Now working in the Bayhawks’ front office, Cottle has 
turned his focus to growing Major League Lacrosse and 
watching the benefits the professional franchise has had in 
the region.

“There are only nine municipalities in all of the country 
that have an opportunity to watch the best players in the 
world play,” Cottle said. “I think having professional lacrosse 
in your area really helps improve the quality of play from your 
youth kids on up, because they get a chance to see the best 
players in the world play, and they get a chance to see how 
hard they train, and I think they are excellent role models.” 

Cottle has continued to watch and participate in the culti-
vation of lacrosse talent in Central Maryland during the past 
four decades. As a coach at the youth levels all the way up to 
the professional ranks, Cottle has always been able to find 
skilled, local athletes.

Cottle, who has been with the Bayhawks in some capac-
ity since 2010, was the head coach from 2011-2015 and led the 
team to back-to-back MLL titles in 2012 and 2013. During his 
time with the Bayhawks, he also helped coach the talented 
young players on the Annapolis Hawks Lacrosse club teams, 
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With Degree In Hand, Former 
Towson Baseball Player Casper 
Wells Is Ready For What’s Next
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who proved just as capable at winning titles as the Bayhawks’ 
championship teams.

“The 2015 [high school graduate] team had 16 kids who 
played for St. Mary’s, and they came back and won their first 
MIAA Championship,” Cottle said. “We had five or six kids at 
South River [High School], and they won two state champi-
onships during that time. We had kids from Calverton, and 
they won a couple championships. I took tremendous pride 
in watching those kids from Anne Arundel County go to their 
high schools and win.”

As a US Lacrosse Chesapeake Chapter Hall of Fame In-
ductee, Cottle has been given the opportunity to reflect on a 
long coaching career that has seen stops at each level of the 
sport and allowed him to cross paths with some of the top la-
crosse players in the world.

“As a coach, you are always looking forward, and [the in-
duction ceremony] presented an opportunity to actually look 
back and actually cherish the relationships with the former 
players and former coaches and even the parents of players, 
and that’s what made it special,” Cottle said.

-- Matt Wilson

Tim Phipps Gets Family’s 
First Crack At NASCAR-
Affiliated Series

Most people get their driver’s license at 16, but one of Larry 
Phipps Jr.’s rules as a parent was each of his children -- Tim, 
Larry and Megan -- had to race in the Virginia Dirt Karting 
Association for a year or two before they were allowed to test 
for their driver’s license. 

But racing in the Phipps family is more than just go-karts. 
After racing go-karts for nearly eight years as a child, 

competing in the Semi-Pro Legend Car Series for three years 
during college and majoring in high-performance racing at a 
special academic program at University of Northwest Ohio, 
23-year-old Shady Side, Md., native Tim Phipps is getting his, 
and his family’s, first shot to compete in a NASCAR-affiliated 
series this year. 

Tim’s dad, Larry Jr., and grandfather, Larry Sr., were not 
afforded the opportunity to race professionally because of 
financial reasons, but Tim will begin 2017 racing in one of 10 
NASCAR-affiliated racing series, the NASCAR Whelen All-
American Series. It is the same series Larry Jr. was involved in 
for the better part of his 20s, working on late-model stock cars.

“Growing up in a house where it was all racing all the time, 
there was not much else talked about,” Tim said. “That’s re-
ally how we bonded, watching cars go fast and our favorite 
drivers.”

While Tim’s siblings gravitated toward other professions, 
Tim, at the University of Northwest Ohio, worked on his col-
lege’s own race team and would drive home some weekends to 
race on his own in the Legend Car Series. He said in college he 
learned things that will help him run his own race team and 
the Legend Car Series better prepared him how to race. 

“Some of the Legend cars, how they drive, they are very 
small, very light, but they have a lot of horsepower making 
them very hard to drive,” Tim said. “You learn more about 
driving in Legend Cars than you do in anything else.”

The NASCAR Whelen All-American Series features late-
model stock cars, while the Legend Car Series uses 5/8 scale 
replicas of 1930-40 automobiles powered by a motorcycle en-
gine. Sanctioned by INEX (inexpensive racing), it was an af-
fordable transition for Phipps, who sold the go-karts his fam-
ily used to race to fund his Legend Series race team.

In 2016, Tim finished ninth in the points standings but was 
left with a sour taste when the final race of the season -- a race 
he had qualified first for -- was canceled due to rain. Tim won 
six races in his Legend Car career.

Larry Jr. said if his dad were still here today, he would have 
been involved with Tim’s racing career. Larry died of colon 
cancer nearly 20 years ago, shortly before his 53rd birthday.

“He would be part of it,” Larry Jr. said. “This has been 
something we could have all enjoyed and done together.” 

Although Tim doesn’t have any memories of his grandfa-
ther, he said one of his most valuable teaching moments as a 
driver came while on the dirt track with his dad.

Tim was trying to pass his dad around a turn and went too 
fast into the corner, but Tim knew not to panic. 

“That’s one thing that has always stuck with me, when you 
get out of shape, you just got to keep driving. You never stop 
driving,” Tim said. “You never go into a panic, [and] slam on 
the brakes or anything, and you see a lot of people panic and it 
gets them an even worse situation. You just have to keep driv-
ing and stay calm.”

For Tim and his race team, the cost to compete in the 
Whelen Series has been personally funded. It will cost them 
about $100,000 to run 10-15 races, a fraction of the season. The 
team is looking for a primary sponsor. 

Larry Jr. said Tim is “good at feeling what is going on with 
the car,” and Tim feels the same, describing himself as a pa-
tient driver. 

“Growing up with the amount of money that we did, I 
learned you can’t just take your car and destroy it trying to 
win every race, you have to try and pick your spots,” Tim said. 
“If I one day get in the financial situation where we can come 
up with enough sponsors to where we can run that way, I 
think we would be one of the best in the nation. ... You have 
to run with that little bit of cautiousness when you don’t have 
that budget.” 

Logistics aside, Tim said the thought of racing in the Whel-
en Series is an experience he can hardly wait for. The season 
starts in April. 

“I love racing, and it’s what I want to do for as long as I pos-
sibly can,” Tim said. “This is by far the most excited I’ve been 
for something. ... It keeps me up at night sometimes.”

-- Jacob Troxell

Westminster Barber 
Remembers David Modell

On a late summer Saturday at Cal Bloom’s Barber Shoppe 
in 1997, a man in his early 30s came in. The door was slightly 
ajar to capture any breeze off that hot August day on 13 East 
Main St. in Westminster, Md. Business was slow, and Bloom 
was by himself when the man asked him a question. 

“Do you know who I am?” 
“You look kind of familiar,” Bloom said.
“I’m David Modell,” the man replied.
This moment marked the beginning of a 20-year relation-

ship that ended last month when Modell died of lung cancer 
at the age of 55. 

But on that August day, Modell explained to the barber 
that whenever he was at summer practice, he would be get-
ting his hair cut at Bloom’s barber shop.

“A couple years later, after the season, he comes strolling 
in,” Bloom said. “I told him, ‘I thought you were only coming 
during the summer. He says, ‘I’m here, aren’t I?’”

This was classic David Modell, as many of the articles pub-
lished about his life attest. According to Bloom, he liked to 
joke around and tell stories -- a person who loved connecting 
with people and making them feel special. 

Bloom cut hair in Westminster for 51 years. His shop is 
closed now, but his customers once included former Colts Bil-
ly Ray Smith and Johnny Unitas, from when the team prac-

ticed in the area.
“For Johnny, I’d take the clippers up the sides,” Bloom said. 

“Then work them across the top to get that flat top.” 
At first, Bloom wanted to cut Modell’s hair for free. After 

all, Modell and his father, Art, had brought football back to 
Baltimore. All Bloom wanted was a couple of tickets to a Ra-
vens game.

“I’ll pay for the haircut and get you tickets,” Modell said.
When the Ravens were on their way to play their first Su-

per Bowl in Tampa, Fla., in 2001, one of the buses crashed. 
Bloom called Modell to make sure he was OK. Modell had al-
ready arrived safely. After the Ravens beat the Giants for their 
first Lombardi Trophy, Modell called on a Friday afternoon to 
check on Bloom’s availability for a haircut.

“I asked him if he was going to bring the trophy,” Bloom 
said. “’We’ll see,’ he told me. Then here he comes through the 
door with a black leather bag, and out pops the trophy.”

Modell had brought the trophy he called “Silver Betty” to 
the shop. Bloom’s wife, Sue, is a photographer, and she was 
there to capture the moment. 

When Art Modell became ill in the years leading up to the 
second Super Bowl, David Modell called Bloom.

“When his dad got sick, I went down to [Johns] Hopkins 
hospital to cut his hair,” Bloom said. “It was nearly once a 
month after that until he died. His wife, Pat, was there. We 
talked about football. He had fond memories of his time in 
Cleveland, but he never wanted to go back there. He was a 
jokester, like David, but he also had a quiet, inward side.” 

Bloom didn’t see David Modell much after Art passed away. 
Bloom said David Modell enjoyed the second Super Bowl vic-
tory very much, but his duties with the team had been pared 
back. In 2015, he received another call. David Modell needed a 
first haircut for his son, Bertie. 

By that time, David Modell had been diagnosed with lung 
cancer, and the treatment had begun to change his appear-
ance.

“David never really told me that he was sick,” Bloom said. 
“My wife sent him prayers through Facebook. That’s how we 
knew. I trimmed him up as well. He was a little scraggly. I knew 
he was going through treatments. He didn’t look real good.”

Throughout the years, Bloom and David Modell shared 
many conversations.

“We talked a lot about the Ravens,” Bloom said. “He loved 
Ray Lewis and Jonathan Ogden. We talked about the draft. 
He always told me that they were going to take the best player 
available at the time -- whatever looked good. He’d ask about 
my family. He had a joyful smile. He loved winning. I miss not 
being able to talk to him about football.”

For David Modell, Bloom, like all of the Ravens players and 
fans, had become part of his extended football family. After 
20 years of knowing Modell, Bloom always felt he could count 
on him. 

“I knew if I ever needed it, he would bend over backward to 
help me,” Bloom said.

 -- Dean Smith
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IN order for Gervonta Davis to step into the boxing 
ring to take on defending champion Jose Pedraza 
for the 130-pound junior lightweight IBF title in 

Brooklyn, N.Y., Jan. 14, a fight Davis won by TKO in the sev-
enth-round, the west Baltimore fighter first had to win anoth-
er battle. The opponent was a quiet menace: the scale.

Yep, just what you find in millions of bathrooms, where 
the spinning numbers are a scolding reminder of fast-food 
lunches.

“I had some good days and some bad ones,” Davis said re-
ferring to his weight before the Pedraza fight in a news release, 
“but when I followed the plan, I saw great results.”

Davis said he got help from people at Knockout Fitness, 
a downtown workout center, who “helped with planning and 
making my meals for camp. Changing my diet for this camp 
helped a lot, and I learned how to eat better.”

That was crucial, because if Davis didn’t make the official 
weight limit for the Pedraza fight, even if he won the bout, 
he wouldn’t earn the championship. The title would have re-
mained vacant.

Instead, Davis came in at 129 pounds and ran his record 
to 17-0 which, at age 22, made him the youngest current world 
champion at any boxing weight class. The fight was nationally 
televised on Showtime.

What those who watched the fight saw was a crisp, highly 
charged six-plus rounds that featured the muscular, 5-foot-6 
Davis, aptly nicknamed “Tank,” wear down a taller, experi-
enced veteran who had a longer reach. In the sixth round, 
Davis buried a left in Pedraza’s right side that forced the 
defending champ into a defensive cover with his right arm. 
Then, in the seventh round, Pedraza avoided a sweeping left 
but ducked into a thundering right hook from Davis that 
sent the Puerto Rican fighter through the lower ropes, end-
ing the fight.

However, not at all visible to fight fans were the six weeks 
or so of training that went into Davis’ preparation for the fight, 

which didn’t go entirely silky smooth.
For his first week of training, Davis worked out in Hager-

stown, Md., with trainer Mike Wilbar. Then, Davis returned to 
his home gym, the Upton Boxing Center in west Baltimore, 
to train with longtime mentor Calvin Ford. But when Ford 
had to leave briefly to shepherd some amateur boxers in the 
Midwest, Davis fell off the nutritional wagon, and with three to 
four weeks left before weigh-in, he was hovering at about 144 
pounds; 14 pounds over the magic number.

“In this training camp, my coach and my team sat me 
down,” Davis said. “They told me I was all over the place, 
and that’s not me. They explained what I was going into and 
told me everyone makes mistakes, but this is your chance to 
make things right. I was reminded of all the stuff we have been 
through, and we came up with a plan to win.”

Also key to Davis’ preparation was getting him ready for 
whatever he might face against an experienced champion like 
Pedraza, who entered the fight 22-0 and had two previous suc-
cessful title defenses. The likely approach for Pedraza to take 
was to stay away from Davis, snipe from outside with his jab 
and look for an opportunity to do some heavy damage. But 
it didn’t have to work out that way (and, in fact, it did not, as 
Pedraza unwisely decided to slug it out), so the Davis camp 
had to have several game plans ready.

Ford brought in a string of highly skilled sparring partners, 
including a couple of former Olympians, all employing differ-
ent styles to get Davis ready for any look he might see in the 
ring.

“This training camp was a team effort and was put togeth-
er with minimal funding,” Ford said. “Our sparring partners 
sacrificed their bodies to help us win this title. We received 
some great work from Drew Correll, Jerome Featherstone, 
James Winchester, Skip Crumpler and his team, and from 
two 2016 Olympians, Richardson Hitchins (Haiti) and Shakur 
Stevenson (U.S., silver medalist). Everyone did a great job of 
preparing Tank for Pedraza.”

The last two to three weeks of Davis’ training saw the 
young fighter exercise nutritional discipline and work hard 
in his sparring sessions. And on fight night at Brooklyn’s 
Barclays Center, he took the solid coaching of his corner. 
Yet, it was up to Davis to react to what he was seeing, as 
Pedraza drifted away from the anticipated jab-and-move 
style and, in boxing parlance, elected to “fight in a phone 
booth.”

Doing the latter turned out to be a bad idea for Pedraza, 
and when the defending champ made that mistake, Davis 
knew how to respond.

“I have always said that Tank has an advanced ring IQ 
for a boxer. He fights like he belongs on this level,” Ford said. 
“Everyone that knows Tank has witnessed the ability that he 
possesses. I’ve been his coach from day one, having competed 
and traveled with him from the amateurs to the pros. After all 
the work we’ve put in together, it was great to win on the big 
stage.”

Davis’ next fight may be in another three or four months, 
and if the Baltimore fighter could have his wish, the fight 
would be in his hometown. It remains to be seen whether a 
prospective opponent is willing to walk into the maelstrom of 
an arena packed with Davis’ passionate followers.

As far as a likely opponent is concerned, that’s far from cer-
tain, but a reasonable candidate is Britain Liam Walsh (21-0, 
14 KOs), who holds the Commonwealth super featherweight 
title, a comparable weight class to Davis.

In the meantime, Davis, who had a difficult childhood in a 
tough neighborhood, continues to be a role model for city kids 
facing similar challenges.

“I love my city of Baltimore. My city has been through a lot, 
but we always make it through the hard times,” Davis said. 
“Winning this title makes me want to work harder for the ones 
that are coming behind me. I hope I can just inspire people to 
never give up, keep fighting and doing great things. Keep sup-
porting me, and I’ll fight for you.” 
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The names have been linked for years, and 
at this point, the order in which they’re 
aligned really doesn’t matter.

Drafted fourth overall in consecutive 
seasons by the Orioles, right-handers Dylan 
Bundy and Kevin Gausman are poised for 
greatness. There may come a time when it’s 
obvious who should be listed in front of the 
other -- think Maris & Mantle, Ruth & Geh-
rig, Spahn & Sain -- but for now, the best 
course of action is to simply sit back and 
see how these two exceptional right-hand-
ed power pitchers navigate through the piv-
otal phase of their respective careers.

If all goes as planned, Bundy and Gaus-
man will be the cornerstones of the Balti-
more rotation for years to come. And if their 
breakthrough performances in 2016 are any 
indication, they just might become the 
most feared 1-2 punch in baseball.

“I don’t see two guys on any staff that 
compare to the potential of these two,” said 
former Orioles catcher Rick Dempsey, now 
an analyst for MASN. “I’ve always loved 
Gausman and his 99 mph fastball. I’ve al-
ways loved Bundy’s work ethic, which is 
about as perfect as I’ve seen from any re-
cent-day player.

“The potential there is so great for these 
guys to be the two most dominant starters 
in baseball,” said Dempsey, whose cred-
ibility comes from the fact that he’s caught 
fastballs from pitching legends Jim Palmer, 
Orel Hershiser and Catfish Hunter.

Before delving into the possibilities the 
future might hold for the 26-year-old Gaus-
man and 24-year-old Bundy, it’s worthwhile 
to know a little bit about their past.

“Both of these players, they were born 
to be major league pitchers,” said Orioles 
executive vice president of baseball opera-
tions Dan Duquette. “From the time they 
were this high,” Duquette said, holding 
his hand at waist level, “they were being 
groomed to do this.”

Well, he’s half right.
Bundy grew up on a 13-acre patch of land 

in Sperry, Okla., where his father made sure 
his two sons would be able to hone their 
baseball skills at an early age.

“Dad used his tractor to build a back-
stop and a field out in the pasture. It was a 
small field, but it worked,” Bundy said. “We 
had practices there up until I was about 12 
years old, but even through high school I’d 
play catch out there with my brother, just 

seeing how far we could throw the ball.
“Dad built a mound for us when I was 9. 

He used the tractor to make a pile of dirt 
that was supposed to be a mound. It looked 
nothing like a mound, it was just a slope, I 
guess, but it worked. If we didn’t catch each 
other, we’d aim at the pipe by the batting 
cage, just trying to keep the ball down.”

That background helped Bundy develop 
into a star. After going 11-0 with a 0.20 ERA 
as a senior at Owasso High School and be-
ing named Gatorade National Player of 
the Year, he was drafted by the Orioles in 
2011. He followed his older brother, Bobby, 
a pitcher who’s still in the Orioles’ minor 
league system after being selected in the 
eighth round by Baltimore in 2008.

“I owe my knowledge about pitching 
to my brother and my dad,” Dylan Bundy 
said. “Dad never played above high school, 
but he always loved Nolan Ryan and Roger 
Clemens, all those old-timers who threw 
hard and were power pitchers. He read 
their books, looked at their videos and 
watched them in person. He used that to 
teach me.”

Gausman, on the other hand, literally 
grew into his role as a ballplayer. As a youth 
in Aurora, Colo., he was the kid on his Little 
League squad least likely to succeed. 

“When I was 9 years old, we won the 
national championship for USSSA,” Gaus-
man said. “The crazy thing about it was 
that I was the worst player on our team. 
Probably the only reason I was on the team 
was because my dad was one of the coach-
es. I wanted to be real good, but I wasn’t 
at that time. It pushed me to work to be 
better.

“Now I’m the only guy from the neigh-
borhood who’s in the majors. A lot of my 
buddies back home don’t believe it. They 
say, ‘If you told me when we were 11 years 
old that you would be in the big leagues 
and we weren’t, we’d have thought you 
were crazy.’

“... I think it clicked when I was a fresh-
man in high school. I started lengthening 
out and my velocity started getting higher. 
That’s when I noticed I had a good arm. I 
wanted to be an outfielder, but I couldn’t 
hit. So I pitched. My freshman year I got 
bigger and started throwing harder and 
started getting offers from colleges.”

Gausman excelled as a senior at Grand-
view High School in 2010 before being 
drafted in the sixth round by the Los An-
geles Dodgers. He opted to go to Louisiana 
State, honed his skills and was selected by 
the Orioles in 2012.

 

Gausman and Bundy knew all about 
each other when their paths crossed for 
the first time at Double-A Bowie in 2012. 
Bundy was already there when Gausman 
arrived to make a brief appearance in a 
playoff game.

“We got to know each other, and I en-
joyed it,” Bundy said. “Then we were sep-
arated for two of the next three years be-
cause of injuries to me.”

Ah, injuries. Although Bundy made his 
Orioles debut as a 19-year-old in 2012, allow-
ing one hit during 1.2 innings in two games, 
he missed the entire 2013 season. The right-
hander didn’t pitch after spring training be-
cause of forearm discomfort, an injury that 
was ultimately diagnosed as a flexor mass 
strain. Bundy underwent Tommy John sur-
gery in June, and in 2014, he pitched in only 
nine minor league games. An injury-riddled 
2015 season followed.

“Hopefully, the injuries are out of the 
question now,” Bundy said. “My arm feels 
great.”

Gausman pitched his first game with 
Baltimore on May 23, 2013. But that year, 
as well as the two that followed, featured 
a back-and-forth shuffle between the big 
leagues and minors. In 2014, he saw action 
in the postseason out of the bullpen, expe-
rience he utilized the following season by 
ringing up 103 strikeouts in 25 appearances 
with the Orioles.

Finally, both pitchers showed their 
prowess at the big league level in 2016. Bun-
dy pitched out of the bullpen until July 17, 
when he made his first major league start 
and yielded three home runs in 3.1 innings 
against Tampa Bay. He then beat Cleveland 
and lost to Colorado before blanking Texas 
through seven innings, the lone hit being 
a single with two outs in the sixth. Bundy 
faced the minimum 15 batters through five 
innings, erasing a fourth-inning walk with a 
double-play grounder.

“He’s going into the sixth inning, and I 
was at first base thinking, ‘Man, he’s throw-
ing the ball really well,’” Orioles first base-
man Chris Davis said. “I turn around and 
look at the scoreboard and I’m like, ‘Holy 
crap, he’s got a perfect game going!’ I feel 
like that’s how it was every time in the first 
few starts for him.”

Though not quite perfect, Bundy was 
plenty good enough that night and for the 
many that followed. He closed the season 
10-6 with a 4.02 ERA over 36 games, 14 of 
them starts.

“Last season was great. I got to learn 
the ups and downs, the hard times and the 
good times,” Bundy said. “It was fun.”

The good times included a seven-strike-
out performance in just 2.1 innings of relief 
against the Dodgers. But Bundy showed 
his inexperience in other outings, including 
an 8-1 loss to Boston in which he needed 89 
pitches to get through 4.1 innings.

“I know at 97, 98 mph, if he puts the ball 
where he wants, he can get it by anybody. 
That’s very important,” Dempsey said. “I’ve 
seen the good fastball, and he has an excel-
lent curveball. He’s very disciplined when 

he uses it. Now, the thing I want to see him 
do is learn who he has to throw it to and 
when he has to throw it.”

For Gausman, 2016 was half satisfying. 
He began the season on the disabled list 
with shoulder tendinitis, the same injury 
that sidelined him for a spell in 2015. Gaus-
man finally got started April 25, lost his first 
five decisions and had a 3-10 record Aug. 13. 
He then peeled off five straight wins and 
finished 9-12 with a 3.61 ERA, making 30 
starts and striking out 174 in 179.2 innings.

“I learned to just pitch and kind of trust 
myself,” Gausman said. “Last year, I start-
ed to become more of an overall pitcher. I 
threw breaking balls in situations I never 
would have. That’s the only way you get 
confidence in those pitches.”

Gausman took great delight in see-
ing Bundy perform well, not just because 
they’re friends but because they’re in this 
thing together -- and intend to stay that 
way for years to come.

“It’s just exciting to see him back and 
healthy. To see him pitch the way he did 
last year, it was a great sight,” Gausman 
said. “He’s a little behind me, service-time 
wise, but we play off each other well be-
cause we’re both in the early stages of our 
careers. We talk about that a lot. We talk 
about pitching, and mostly we bug the crap 
out of the older guys, asking questions to 
[Orioles right-handers Chris] Tillman and 
Ubaldo [Jimenez].”

Though they’re both still works in prog-
ress, Bundy and Gausman are doing it as 
a team.

“Kevin had a great year, especially in the 
second half. He really turned it up a notch, 
and I could tell he was getting smarter as 
a pitcher, not just throwing pitches over 
the plate,” Bundy said. “He was studying 
hitters and learning as he went along. We 
would talk about what he was thinking in 
terms of sequences and certain pitches 
and how he would attack hitters and how I 
would attack hitters.”

Although it took several years for Bundy 
and Gausman to become regulars in the 
starting rotation, it was certainly worth the 
wait for those around them.

“I thought they did a tremendous job,” 
catcher Caleb Joseph said. “We believed 
Dylan would be the kind of pitcher he fin-
ished up as, and Gausman, we’ve been hop-
ing and waiting for that for a while now. It’s 
not for lack of trying. Sometimes, it takes 
these power pitchers some time. It really 
clicked for Gausman. They’re two extreme-
ly exciting prospects, two extremely excit-
ing starting pitchers.”

The one striking similarity in the ascent 
of Bundy and Gausman is the Orioles were 
careful in charting their innings and moni-
toring their health. Both were rested when 
injured, both began their major league ca-
reers in the bullpen and worked with a re-
strictive pitch count when given the ball 
every fifth day.

“The Orioles have always been 
fantastic in the way they’ve handled 

T W O  D I F F E R E N T 
S T A R T S

G A U S M A N 
  &  B U N D Y .

B U N D Y 
  &  G A U S M A N . 

F I N D I N G  T H E I R 
R H Y T H M

I N  I T 
T O G E T H E R



young pitchers. They don’t push these 
guys,” Dempsey said. “Bundy had the oper-
ation, and Gausman had a little bit of a set-
back. My personal opinion was that Gaus-
man was a little late coming to the dinner 
table, maybe because of injuries.”

When the Orioles open the 2017 season, 
the reins will be removed. Both pitchers are 
healthy, know what it takes to win and free 
to fire away every fifth day.

“It’s huge,” Davis said. “A lot of people 
have been saying the last few years that 
once they get that experience, know how to 
go about their work and understand what 
to expect from the standpoint of making 25 
to 30 starts, these are the guys we’ve been 
waiting on.”

The Orioles have made a practice of go-
ing outside the organization to add talent 
to the rotation, but signing free agents such 
as Jimenez and righty Yovani Gallardo is a 
risky and expensive proposition. With Bun-
dy and Gasuman, Baltimore has two studs 
at a bargain price.

 “It’s going to be nice this year not to 
have those restrictions on them,” manager 
Buck Showalter said. “We’re still going to 
have some, like we would with any pitchers. 
They’re precious commodities. Dylan and 
Kevin, let’s be frank, they’re good young 
pitchers with bright futures and they aren’t 
putting our payroll in distress. But they will 
at some point.”

And that’s going to be OK, because the 
Orioles will know exactly what they’re get-
ting.

“Having to pay high salaries for start-
ing pitchers has proven in our game to be 
a dead end,” Showalter said. “By the time 
they get to the point where they warrant 
that kind of commitment, the wear and tear 
is [inescapable]. I’d be fine in committing 
to our young guys, where I know the wear 
and tear isn’t there. That’s what’s so great 
about developing your own.”

Now that Bundy and Gausman (or, if you 
prefer, Gausman and Bundy) are prepared 
to start a season together in the rotation 
for the first time, it seems as if everything is 
going exactly according to the Orioles’ care-
fully drawn blueprint.

“So far, so good. To have them both 
pitching effectively against the [American 
League] East down the stretch last year 
was a real good reflection on the organi-
zation,” Duquette said. “When we drafted 
them, they had shown elite skills as ama-
teurs. And then for that to translate into 
success for the major league team in a 
pennant race, that’s what the team had 
planned for. The idea would be for them to 
be in the rotation for a number of years to 
provide some stability to the club and so-
lidify the team. If they can do that, it would 
say a lot about the organization. We would 
have done a good job on scouting but also in 
the development of these pitchers.”  
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BLACK     TIE

SAT., APRIL 22  |  6PM-10PM

2017 GALA TO BENEFIT THE 

BALTIMORE HUMANE SOCIETY 
a no kill shelter protecting, saving & caring for animals since 1927

Hosted by Jamie Costello WMAR-TV ABC2 News Anchor
Live Music by New Legacy Jazz Band

Support the animals at Baltimore Humane Society by joining us for this can’t-miss event!

Tickets
at bmorehumane.org 
$125 PER PERSON

$149 AFTER APRIL 15

Well-behaved animals 
attend for free!

Elegant Seated Dinner

Open Bar

Dancing

Pet Fashion Parade

Silent & Live Auction
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BALTIMORE BLAST tickets can be purchased by 
calling the Blast office at 410-73-BLAST, 
by calling Ticketmaster at 410-547-SEAT, 

at the Royal Farms Arena Box Office
or at TicketMaster.com.

GET YOURGET YOUR

TICKETS NOW!TICKETS NOW!

Call 410-73-BLAST or go to BaltimoreBlast.com

Like us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter!

Fast-paced and action-packed 
affordable family fun.



  THE 15

Orioles pitchers and catchers reported to Sara-
sota, Fla., for the start of spring training Feb. 13. 
In this month’s 15, PressBox looks at 15 questions 
surrounding the Orioles as spring training begins.

 

WHO WILL BE THE LEADOFF HITTER?
Will the Orioles acquire someone from the out-
side? Or could it be a player who is already 

with the team? In the past, manager Buck Showalter has 
used some unusual leadoff hitters, Nick Markakis, Manny 
Machado and Adam Jones. Showalter has said he’d like to 
get Jones out of the leadoff spot, but unless he tries Hyun 
Soo Kim or newcomer Seth Smith, Jones might be back to 
batting first.
 

 HOW MUCH WILL KIM PLAY AGAINST 
LEFT-HANDERS? 
During his first season in the United States, the 

South Korean left fielder rarely batted against left-handers 
and was hitless in 17 at-bats. Kim, who hit a robust .321 
against right-handers, will receive plenty of opportunities 
to hit against lefties during spring training, though the 
stuff he’ll see from them in the Grapefruit League will differ 
markedly from what he’ll see in April. It’s helpful to the Ori-
oles that Kim has decided not to play in the World Baseball 
Classic because that will give him more reps against lefties.
 

HOW MUCH WILL MARK TRUMBO PLAY 
THE OUTFIELD?
Last season, Trumbo played 95 games in right 

field and, with the acquisition of Smith, he’s likely to start 
there fewer than half that number this year. Trumbo has a 
good arm, but when he hit a major league-leading 47 home 
runs last season, he had the worst defensive WAR of his 
career, minus-2.1. He’s not a bad first baseman, but the 
Orioles already have a good one, Chris Davis.
 

WHO WILL GET PLAYING TIME WHEN 
JONES, MACHADO AND JONATHAN 
SCHOOP ARE AT THE WORLD BASE-

BALL CLASSIC?
Depending on how well their teams perform in the WBC, 
Jones, Machado and Schoop could miss three weeks of 
spring training. Count on seeing a lot of non-roster infield-
er Johnny Giavotella at second base and Ryan Flaherty at 
third when Schoop and Machado aren’t there. Robert An-
dino will also see time at second and third. Joey Rickard 
could use some time in center with Jones gone because the 
team needs a reliable backup.
 

HOW WILL WELINGTON CASTILLO DO 
BEHIND THE PLATE?
Chris Tillman has had Matt Wieters as his catcher 

through nearly all of his time with the Orioles, both in the 
majors and minors, and it will be interesting to see how well 
he does without Wieters. Closer Zach Britton’s sinker is often 
difficult to catch, and Castillo will have to prove his reliability 
to Britton. Castillo tied for the National League lead with 10 
passed balls last season, and that could be a concern.
 

WHO WILL BACK UP CASTILLO?
Caleb Joseph is the favorite to be Castillo’s under-

study, but Francisco Pena, who performed credit-

ably while Joseph was out with a testicular injury last year, 

is out of options. Joseph has options remaining, and the 

Orioles may want to see if the 2016 season, when he didn’t 

have a major league RBI, was an aberration. Defensive-

minded Audry Perez is in camp as a non-roster catcher.

 

WHO WILL GET THE FINAL TWO BULL-
PEN SPOTS?
Barring injuries, five relievers have secure 

spots: righties Brad Brach, Mychal Givens and Dar-
ren O’Day, and lefties Britton and Donnie Hart. Right-
handers Logan Verrett, Tyler Wilson and Mike Wright, 

all of whom can start and relieve, have chances to make 
the club -- or at least see much time with the Orioles 
-- because they each have options remaining. Righty Oli-
ver Drake and lefty T.J. McFarland don’t have options 
remaining. The Orioles also re-signed Logan Ondrusek. 
He has an option, and at his best, the right-hander is ef-
fective against left-handers.
 

HOW WILL THE ORIOLES’ PITCHERS 
ADAPT TO ROGER MCDOWELL?
McDowell, who replaces the acclaimed Dave 

Wallace as pitching coach, inherits a staff that was used to 
Wallace and his bullpen coach Dom Chiti. Wallace and Chi-
ti are gone, and McDowell is teamed with former Orioles 
pitcher Alan Mills, who spent the last two seasons with the 
Double-A Bowie Baysox. Tillman will be working with his 
sixth pitching coach as an Oriole, Britton his fifth. That 
will be interesting.
 

DO THE RULE 5 PLAYERS HAVE A 
LEGITIMATE CHANCE TO MAKE THE 
TEAM?

One can, both can’t. Left-handed hitting outfielder An-
eury Tavarez hit well for Double-A Portland last season, 
but there may not be a spot for him. Outfielder Anthony 
Santander, who had a strong year in Class-A, is a raw 
player and can use seasoning. It’s possible the Orioles put 
Santander, who’s coming off shoulder surgery, on the dis-
abled list, effectively redshirting him until 2018. The Rule 5 
stipulations would stay in effect for next season.

WILL WADE MILEY HAVE A STRONG 
SPRING?
Miley, who was acquired at the trading deadline 

from Seattle last July, had a rough start but some strong 
outings at the end of the season. The Orioles don’t have 
another legitimate left-handed starter, and while spring 
stats aren’t reliably predictive, Miley could help himself 
with some decent Grapefruit League outings.
 

 WHAT ROOKIES SHOULD I WATCH 
FOR?
Christopher Lee, a left-hander who missed most 

of last season with Bowie, could help the team later this 
season. So could right-handed reliever Jesus Liranzo. 
The Orioles hope catcher Chance Sisco is ready later this 
season. He’s scheduled to start with the Triple-A Norfolk 
Tides and work on his defense. Sisco is already accom-
plished offensively. Outfielder DJ Stewart, who won’t be 
officially invited to major league spring training, may get 
some looks, and righty reliever Jimmy Yacabonis has in-
trigued the Orioles, too.
 

 IS TREY MANCINI GOING NORTH WITH 
THE ORIOLES OR TO NORFOLK?
Until Trumbo re-signed, Mancini had a good 

chance to start the season as the principal designated 
hitter, but there may not be a place for him. Mancini had 
three home runs in five September games last year after 
Steve Pearce was hurt, but there’s a question whether he’s 
ready to hit major league pitching. Mancini hit .280 in 125 
games for Norfolk.
 

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO DARIEL 
ALVAREZ, HENRY URRUTIA AND 
CHRISTIAN WALKER?

Alvarez and Walker will probably play often during the 
spring. Both are on the 40-man roster, and neither outfielder 
has much chance to break camp with the Orioles. Four years 
ago, outfielder Urrutia was a hot prospect, but after brief tri-
als in 2013 and 2015, he’s fallen out of favor with the organiza-
tion, despite a .272 average in 34 major league games. Urrutia 
played in Bowie last year and hasn’t received an invitation to 
major league camp. A Sarasota resident, Urrutia worked out 
at the Orioles facility during January’s minicamp.
 

IF I COULD ATTEND ONLY ONE SPRING 
TRAINING GAME, WHICH SHOULD IT BE?
I would attend the March 7 game against the 

Dominican Republic’s WBC team. Machado is scheduled 
to play for the Dominican, as are Jose Bautista, Adrian 
Beltre, Robinson Cano and Nelson Cruz. Often when you 
attend Grapefruit League games in Sarasota, the Yankees, 
Red Sox and Blue Jays don’t bring their boldface names. 
That won’t be the case with the Dominican, which will be 
managed by former major league skipper Tony Pena, fa-
ther of the Orioles’ backup catcher.

 
I’D LIKE TO SEE THE ORIOLES PLAY 
ON THE ROAD DURING SPRING TRAIN-
ING. IS THERE A RECOMMENDATION?

If you’d like to see the Orioles on the road during the 
spring, be careful. The team doesn’t usually bring many, if 
any, big names to road games. An exception may be March 
24, when the Orioles play the Minnesota Twins in Fort My-
ers, Fla. Showalter likes the Twins’ facility and field, and if 
Jones or Machado is coming back from the WBC, it could 
be a good opportunity to get them on the field with the 
rest of the team. It’s also a night game, of which there are 
few during the exhibition season. 

QUESTIONS 
FOR ORIOLES 

SPRING TRAINING 
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baseball team consists 
of 25 players competing 
together for one goal.

In the Orioles’ case, 
it usually requires 40 
to 50 guys in any giv-
en season to get them 

into the playoffs. Under manager Buck 
Showalter and executive vice president 
of baseball operations Dan Duquette, 
it has taken a village of minor league 
signings, under-the-radar pickups and 
unheralded promotions from Triple-A 
Norfolk and Double-A Bowie to lead the 
Orioles to the postseason three times in 
the past five years.

So, yes, it has to be a team effort, and 
not one particular player has been re-
sponsible for the club’s recent successes 
or failures.

Which is why the following statement 
may seem a little dramatic at best, com-
pletely exaggerated at worst.

The 2017 Orioles will rise or fall based 
on the performances of young right-
handers Kevin Gausman and Dylan 
Bundy.

Gausman and Bundy are the two wild 
cards on a team of known commodities. 
Barring injury, most of the current Ori-
oles are going to reach a certain, expect-
ed level of performance. There will be 
some fluctuation, of course, but for the 
most part, there should be few surprises 
involving the club’s core.

Gausman’s and Bundy’s potential for 
2017, however, could be wildly enigmatic. 
They could falter, maintain 2016’s level 
or really soar. And, if they soar, well, the 

Orioles will soar.
Is that too much pressure to put on 

a duo with a combined 86 starts in the 
majors? Probably. 

But the Orioles didn’t make a con-
certed effort to improve their rotation 
this offseason. In fact, they traded away 
a starter -- right-hander Yovani Gallardo 
-- to land Seth Smith, an outfielder who 
should improve the club’s subpar on-
base percentage.

The Orioles didn’t make a splash for 
a starting pitcher this winter because no 
potential splashes were available; barely 
a ripple was attainable via free agency. 
And the Orioles don’t have what it takes 
in quantity and/or quality in the minors 
to land an ace such as left-hander Chris 
Sale via trade.

Still, one of the key reasons the Ori-
oles didn’t actively seek a rotation up-
grade is because they think that’s about 
to occur anyway. They believe Gausman, 
26, and Bundy, 24, will take the next step 
in 2017 and give the club its strongest ro-
tation in years.

There’s reason to believe it could hap-
pen. 

Both have impressive pedigrees: 
Bundy was the fourth pick overall in the 
2011 amateur draft out of Owasso High 
School in Oklahoma, and Gausman was 
the fourth pick overall in the 2012 ama-
teur draft out of LSU. 

They both have the talent. 
In 38 big league games, all but two 

coming in 2016, Bundy is 10-6 with a 3.96 
ERA and has struck out 104 batters in 
111.1 innings. Gausman has a 3.97 ERA 
in four seasons as a pro, striking out 414 

batters in 453 innings.
And they both showed significant 

promise last year. Bundy, pitching in the 
big leagues for the first time since having 
Tommy John surgery in 2013, blew away 
the 80-inning limit initially proposed for 
him in 2016. And he finished the season 
healthy. Gausman posted a 3.61 ERA in 
30 starts, including a team-leading 18 
quality starts, and posted a 2.83 ERA in 
his final 12 outings.

Most important, Showalter said there 
are no specific limits on either of these 
guys this season. If they are healthy, 
they are going to go out and pitch every 
fifth day.

“Being able to develop those guys, 
it’s going to be nice this year not to have 
those restrictions on them,” Showalter 
said. “We’re still going to have some, like 
we would with any pitcher, to keep them 
healthy. They’re a precious commodity.”

But no detailed innings limitations. 
No shutting down Bundy at 160 be-
cause that’s 50 more innings than he has 
thrown in the past.

“Everybody’s going to put these exact, 
cute numbers on everything. … There’s 
no studies, no scientific stuff, nothing 
to back any of that stuff up,” Showalter 
said. “It’s just a bunch of people trying 
to create some niche that exactly this 
many innings and exactly this many in-
crements, you have to do exactly this. 
It’s a crock. And anybody that gives that 
any credence doesn’t know what they’re 
talking about. So, he’s fine to go, and if 
there’s a problem along the way, we’ll 
back up and leave it alone. But people in 
the arena chuckle at people that try to 

say, ‘This is what you’ve got to do when a 
guy reaches X amount of innings.’ It’s a 
human body. It’s not a machine.”

What this means is Bundy and Gaus-
man will get a chance to prove they are 
what the Orioles believed they would be 
when the club invested so much time 
and money into the duo. The pitchers 
are eager to show what they can do.

“You can learn from the good times 
just as much as the bad,” Bundy said. 
“[2016] was fun. We didn’t get where we 
wanted to go. We want to win the last 
game of the year. That’s our goal, and as 
starting pitchers we’ve got to do a better 
job. And I’m looking forward to trying to 
do a better job.”

What this also means is Bundy and 
Gausman must do a better job. Because 
they really are the difference between 
the 2016 and 2017 clubs. Chris Tillman is 
steady, and Ubaldo Jimenez and Wade 
Miley are wildly inconsistent. There’s no 
indication those variables will change.

The overwhelming expectation is the 
Orioles’ bullpen has the personnel to be 
dominating again. The defense should 
be above average, and the offense will hit 
a lot of homers and will suffer droughts 
when the power isn’t working.

In other words, 2017 should be a lot 
like 2016. 

And then there are Gausman and 
Bundy.

It may be unfair to say those two 
young pitchers, in a clubhouse full of vet-
erans, are the most important ingredi-
ents in the club’s recipe for success. But 
that’s the reality. How the Orioles pitch 
will determine how far the club goes. 
And how well Gausman and Bundy per-

form will go a long way toward determin-
ing the effectiveness of the staff.

“Any time you’re picked fourth overall, 
you’re going to have high expectations, 
and we’ve both been linked from Day 
One,” Gausman said. “It’s exciting.” 
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t was Connie Mack who 
allegedly first uttered the 
phrase “baseball is 75 
percent pitching,” which 
many now claim is an un-
derstatement. 

Yogi Berra wasn’t wor-
ried about mathematical 

balance when he said “baseball is 90 percent 
mental and the other half is physical,” but 
that declaration doesn’t seem any more out 
of whack these days than the pay structure in 
Major League Baseball.

Mack is the winningest and losingest 
manager in history (3,731-3,948), mainly be-
cause he was also the owner during most of 
his 50-plus-year career, so he was speaking 
from experience when he assessed the value 
of pitching. Berra, on the other hand, knew a 
lot about hitting -- and more than a little bit 
about the mental approach to the game.

Chances are Mack and Berra would be 
hard-pressed to explain the modern ap-
proach to the game, which is dominated by 
strikeouts and home runs. They probably 

would give in to the theory “good pitching will 
beat good hitting,” the universally accepted 
standard. Although pitcher Bob Veale threw 
in the pertinent addendum “and vice versa” 
after an ineffective outing in 1966. Leave it to a 
left-hander to put the subject in perspective.

Six years ago, there was a statistical analy-
sis (just imagine) at the University of Dela-
ware, headed by professor Charles Pavitt, 
that charted almost a half-century worth of 
games (1951-1998), and it came to a conclusion 
drastically different from accepted theory. It 
determined that winning, or losing, games 
was determined 45 percent by hitting and 
25 percent each for pitching and defense. It 
also came to the conclusion stolen bases were 
overrated, and presumably the missing ingre-
dient involved in the other 5 percent was luck.

Obviously, Pavitt’s study was in such stark 
contrast to accepted baseball wisdom that it 
hasn’t carried much weight. At least that’s 
the conclusion we’re almost forced to make in 
light of some recent free-agent signings, and 
it’s weird how much difference a year makes.

One year after first baseman Chris Davis 
led the American League in home runs (47) 
and got a seven-year, $161 million contract 

to re-up with the Orioles, outfielder Mark 
Trumbo duplicated the feat, but the bidding 
stopped (and apparently started) at $37.5 mil-
lion for three years -- a startling difference of 
almost $10 million per year on average. First 
baseman Chris Carter led the National League 
with 41 home runs in 2016 and ended up with a 
one-year deal from the Yankees for $3.5 million.

Now we understand the trio of aforemen-
tioned sluggers is also the strikeout kings of 
the universe, on average in the vicinity of the 
200 mark. But the differences in those salaries 
are so out of whack it’s almost mind-boggling.

Especially when offered in comparison to 
mediocre (sometimes inferior) pitching. As 
a for instance, Trumbo’s contract is similar 
in annual dollars but shorter in length than 
the one the Orioles gave right-hander Ubaldo 
Jimenez four years ago and only marginally 
more than the $8.9 million lefty Wade Miley 
will earn in 2017. 

This might be a chicken-and-the-egg thing 
because good pitching only works when a 
team has enough runs to hold a lead, but if 
those numbers aren’t out-of-whack well ... let 
me give you another one by posing a question.

Who would you rather have on the Orioles’ 
roster this year: Mark Trumbo or lefty Wei Yin 
Chen?

I mean, if that’s not case opened and 
closed, then I’m more confused than original-
ly believed. Chen was a nice pitcher for four 
years, capable of going six innings most of the 
time, logging 190 innings (twice) and giving 
his team a chance to win. At $15.86 million for 
four years, he was a bargain. At $80 million 
over five years, the deal super agent Scott Bo-
ras was able to negotiate a year ago with the 
Marlins, well, as the saying goes, there’s some 
‘splaining to do.

If pitching is 75 percent of the game, or 
even more as some claim, then it seems the 
accepted standard should be beyond medioc-
rity. Once you get past the super pitchers of 
the era, the ones making $25 million or more 
per year, starting pitchers are being asked to 
go five innings, six maximum, and they are 
being paid disproportionately. Three earned 
runs in six innings equates to a 4.50 ERA, re-
duce the number of innings to five and the 
ERA works out to 5.40.

A team like the Orioles, with its prepon-
derance of home runs and strikeouts, is 
vulnerable to good pitching, one reason it 
is consistently dismissed by the analytics 
experts. But it is also a team that will win a 
lot of games if it can hold the opposition to 
three runs or fewer over the first two-thirds 
of the game. The equivalent of a 4.50 or 5.40 
ERA suddenly looks appealing -- provided, of 
course, it produces a lead entering the final 
three or four innings of the game.

Which, of course, is where hitters come 
into play and where the debate really begins.

With the advent of one-inning specialists, 
baseball has become a six-inning game. With-
in that time frame, it seems to me Pavitt’s 
breakout of hitting accounting for 45 percent 
has some merit. After the seventh inning, 
there’s no debate; pitching is at least 95 per-
cent of the game.

I’ll leave it to the experts to figure out 
the exact percentages (the above formula 
comes out to less than 50 percent), but 
while they’re at it, I hope they can find a way 
to explain how a 4.50 ERA is a match for 40-
plus home runs. 

Jim Henneman can be reached at 
JimH@pressboxonline.com.
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The most interesting choice will be the final 
spots in the bullpen. Oliver Drake and T.J. McFar-
land are out of options, and it’s unlikely both will 
be kept.

Logan Verrett, Tyler Wilson and Mike Wright 
can both start and relieve, and that’s an advan-
tage.

Verrett replaces the departed Vance Worley, 
who was a swingman last year, but he was non-
tendered and signed a minor league deal with the 
Washington Nationals.

Wilson and Wright were in the rotation early 
last season, but both spent a lot of time in Triple-
A Norfolk. Since Verrett, Wilson and Wright all 
have options, expect to see them in Baltimore and 
Norfolk this season.

Logan Ondrusek is an interesting addition. He 
was surprisingly signed last July after he left Ja-
pan dissatisfied with his role there, and the for-
mer Cincinnati Reds right-hander was supposed 
to be effective against left-handers.

Ondusek wasn’t and was eventually outrighted 
to Double-A Bowie and declared for minor league 
free agency. In another surprise, Ondrusek was 
given a major league contract for 2017 with a 2018 
option.

Expect to see Ondrusek, who has an option re-
maining, with the Orioles at some time this sea-
son.

It’s long been assumed Caleb Joseph would 
be the Orioles’ backup catcher in 2017, and with 

Francisco Pena designated for assignment Feb. 
10, that looks to be the case.

Because Joseph, who had 66 at-bats without 
an RBI before his injury, and 66 more without one 
afterward, is such a good defensive catcher, last 
year’s offensive deficiencies were somewhat over-
looked, but they’re going to need much more from 
him offensively this year.

Wellington Castillo hasn’t played as much as 
Matt Wieters did in his prime, and it’s likely his un-
derstudy will have to play perhaps twice a week in-
stead, and a skilled backup will be necessary. So the 
Orioles will need offensive production from Joseph. 

Barring injuries, the infield is set. The Orioles 
signed second baseman Johnny Giavotella to a 
minor league contract, but he’s far less versatile 
than Ryan Flaherty and would make the team 
only if Jonathan Schoop was injured.

Robert Andino was a late sign just before 
spring training began, but the 2011 Orioles hero 
will probably start the season as Norfolk’s short-
stop.

As for the outfield, Rickard, who was a Rule 5 
draft pick last season, now has options and can be 
sent down if needed.

But Rickard can play center field, and Adam 
Jones needs an accomplished backup.

The Orioles have kept a Rule 5 pick in four 
of the last five years, and it’s a decent bet An-
eury Tavarez at least begins the season with the  
Orioles. •

 POSITION BATTLES

The Orioles were a healthy bunch last season. 
They have five players who played in at least 150 
games: Chris Davis, Adam Jones, Manny Macha-
do, Jonathan Schoop and Mark Trumbo.

Davis probably should have taken some time 
off to heal his injured left hand, but he played on. 
Jones had several injuries, but Machado, Schoop 
and Trumbo were fairly healthy. Schoop played 
in all 162 games. That probably won’t happen 
again.

Hardy broke his left foot when he fouled a ball 
off it and missed seven weeks. He said he was in 
the best shape since high school. At 34, Hardy 
would like to try and accrue 600 plate appearanc-
es, which would trigger his $14 million option for 
2018, as long as he passes a season-ending physi-
cal. He hasn’t had 600 plate appearances since 
2013.

Joey Rickard didn’t play after July 20, 2016 
due to ligament damage to his right thumb. He’s 
checked out well and even played some basket-

ball with vice president of baseball operations 
Brady Anderson during the winter.

There are few injury questions about the 
starters. Chris Tillman spent three weeks on the 
disabled list in August and September with a 
right-shoulder injury, but he seems to be fine.

A year ago, the Orioles were concerned about 
how Dylan Bundy would stand up to his first big 
league season. After carefully spaced out relief 
appearances, Bundy started in the second half 
of the season and did well. The 2017 plan is for 
Bundy to pitch many more innings.

Darren O’Day missed more than half of last 
season with injuries to his groin and right shoul-
der, but he goes into this year much healthier.

O’Day’s first extended absence allowed Brad 
Brach to shine and make the All-Star team, but 
he struggled during the second half of the season.

Outfielder Anthony Santander, a Rule 5 pick, 
had shoulder surgery after last season and could 
be a candidate to start on the disabled list. •

photos by kenya allen/pressbox
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Barring injuries, much of the roster is set, but there are 
several players, both on the 40-man roster and some not, 
who could conceivably make an impact on the 2017 Orioles.

A few of these players have a chance to start the season 
with the team, but as the recent years have shown, major 
impact players are often not on the team when the season 
begins.

CHRISTOPHER LEE
Lee is a left-handed pitcher, who is on the 40-man ros-

ter but is expected to start the season at Norfolk. Lee had a 
strong start with Bowie a year ago, but he didn’t pitch after 
May 23 due to a late injury. The Orioles thought he could 
have been a contributor late last season, and the injury 
pushed back the timetable a year. At the very least, the Ori-
oles are expecting Lee to be in the starting rotation conver-
sation a year from now. 

JESUS LIRANZO
Last year was a breakout season for the soon-to-be 

22-year-old right-hander. He pitched brilliantly for Single-
A Delmarva and skipped Class-A Frederick. After pitching 
well for Bowie, Liranzo was placed on the 40-man roster. He 
could begin the season at Norfolk, and if there’s an opening 
in the Orioles’ bullpen, he could get an early call-up. 

PARKER BRIDWELL
Bridwell, a 25-year-old right-hander, has been in the 

Orioles’ organization since 2010 and was stuck at Delmarva 
for three years. He finally made his major league debut last 
August, and though he wasn’t around for the September 

playoff push, Bridwell could be back later this season. The 
Orioles have a glut of right-handers with options: Logan 
Verrett, Tyler Wilson and Mike Wright are presumably all 
ahead of Bridwell, and so is Oliver Drake, who doesn’t have 
options. Like Verrett, Wilson and Wright, Bridwell can start 
and relieve. 

JASON GARCIA
Garcia and Verrett were Rule 5 draft picks in December 

2014. Garcia stayed with the Orioles in 2015, though he spent 
nearly three months on the disabled list. He showed some 
incremental signs of progress late in 2015, but as a starter, 
Garcia had a disappointing season at Bowie in 2016. It’s a 
big year for Garcia, who remains on the 40-man roster. He 
must show the Orioles he’s worth the years they’ve already 
invested in him. 

CODY SEDLOCK
Sedlock, who was the top draft choice a year ago, pitched 

well for short-season Class-A Aberdeen and is slated to 
begin 2017 at Frederick. If he pitches well for the Keys, the 
right-hander could move quickly through the system and 
possibly be a September consideration. 

CHANCE SISCO
The Orioles are hoping Sisco, who was their second-

round pick in 2013, is their catcher for 2018 and beyond. 
Sisco has hit well in the minor leagues with a .323 batting 
average and .402 OBP. The question is his defense, and af-
ter spring training, Sisco, who is not on the 40-man roster, 
is slated to go to Norfolk and work on his catching. While 

Welington Castillo has a player option for 2018, a good de-
fensive showing by Sisco this season could convince the 
team he’s ready for full-time duty next year. Sisco could be 
a September call-up. 

AUDRY PEREZ
Perhaps the most solid defensive catcher in the Orioles’ 

organization, Perez will be in spring training, but he isn’t on 
the 40-man roster. Perez played three games for St. Louis 
throughout two seasons (2013-14) and is back for a third year, 
presumably at Norfolk. If the Orioles have an injury or two 
behind the plate, Perez could get a call later this season. 

ROBERT ANDINO
One of the most beloved characters in recent Orioles his-

tory, Andino returned to the team on a minor league con-
tract just before spring training began. Andino, who helped 
turn around the franchise’s history with a game-winning 
single that knocked the Boston Red Sox out of the 2011 play-
offs, projects to be Norfolk’s starting shortstop. He probably 
will play a lot during spring training, while Jonathan Schoop 
and Manny Machado are playing for Team Netherlands and 
Team Dominican Republic, respectively 

JOHNNY GIAVOTELLA
Giavotella signed a minor league contract with the Ori-

oles in early February, and should Jonathan Schoop be in-
jured, could slide in at second base. He has six years of major 
league experience with the Royals and Angels but is limited 
in the field. Giavotella could help himself by playing more in 
the outfield and at short and third during spring training. •

 WHO COMES NEXT?

At FanFest Jan. 28, manager Buck Showalter said because the Orioles have three 
open days during the season’s first week, and because a fifth starter won’t be needed 
until April 15, he may start the season with 10 or 11 pitchers, instead of the normal 12.

Let’s guess Showalter will begin with 11 pitchers and 14 position players:
 

PITCHERS - STARTERS (5)

RHP Chris Tillman RHP Kevin Gausman RHP Dylan Bundy
LHP Wade Miley RHP Ubaldo Jimenez

 PITCHERS - RELIEVERS (6)

RHP Brad Brach LHP Zach Britton RHP Oliver Drake
RHP Mychal Givens LHP Donnie Hart RHP Darren O’Day

Barring injuries, the five starters are set and so are Brach, Britton, Givens, Hart 
and O’Day.

If the Orioles started with 12 pitchers, I would guess right-hander Logan Verrett 
would be the 12th. Drake is included because he’s out of options.

 

CATCHERS (2)

Welington Castillo Caleb Joseph
The Orioles designated backup catcher Francisco Pena for assignment Feb. 10, so 

Joseph will likely backup Castillo..

INFIELDERS (6)

1B Chris Davis UT Ryan Flaherty SS J.J. Hardy
3B Manny Machado 1B Trey Mancini 2B Jonathan Schoop

For the fourth consecutive year, the Orioles will have Davis at first, Schoop at sec-
ond, Hardy at short and Machado at third. Flaherty will begin his sixth season as a 
backup infielder who can also play the outfield.

Mancini, whose best position is first base, probably won’t get much time there and 
will likely be the designated hitter on occasion. If Showalter decides to start with 12 
pitchers, Mancini could begin the season at Norfolk, and if the Orioles begin with 11, 
he could go back to the Tides even if he breaks camp with the team.

OUTFIELDERS (6)

Adam Jones Hyun Soo Kim Joey Rickard
Seth Smith Aneury Tavarez Mark Trumbo

 
Kim will probably play a little more 

often against left-handers this season. 
He and Rickard could platoon in left. 
Smith, who hits left-handed, will play 
right field against right-handers, while 
Trumbo is in right against left-hand-
ers. Trumbo would be the designated 
hitter when Smith plays right.

Tavarez is a Rule 5 draft pick the 
Orioles may want to get a look at, es-
pecially early in the season.

Even though Showalter hasn’t 
decided on a leadoff hitter, here’s a 
lineup you could see used often:

 PROJECTED 

25-MAN ROSTER

 Pos. No. Name
1. CF  10 Adam Jones
   ___ ___ ___________________2. LF  25 Hyun Soo Kim
   ___ ___ ___________________3. 3B  13 Manny Machado
   ___ ___ ___________________4. 1B  19 Chris Davis
   ___ ___ ___________________5. DH  45 Mark Trumbo
   ___ ___ ___________________6. RF  12 Seth Smith
   ___ ___ ___________________7. C  29 Welington Castillo
   ___ ___ ___________________8. 2B 6 Jonathan Schoop
   ___ ___ ___________________9. SS  2 J.J. Hardy   ___ ___ ___________________

BATTER UP
BATTER UP
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efore each NFL Draft, 
trade rumors and specula-
tion usually run rampant.

However, in 2016, the 
Ravens played it straight, 
taking 11 players and en-
gineering only two minor 
draft-weekend transac-

tions. They dropped six slots in the second 
round and acquired an extra pick in the 
fourth round.

The Ravens’ goal was to improve speed 
and depth, and the bumper crop of 11 draft 
picks tied Baltimore with San Francisco for 
second-most in the league (Cleveland had 14).

The Ravens were showing they were going 
for quality through quantity.

They had a staggering five fourth-round 
picks -- the most of any team in any round 
outside the seventh -- and built a draft class 
that could erase the memory of a few recent 
below-average crops.

Other recent drafts have produced iso-
lated standouts such as 2014 top pick, line-
backer C.J. Mosley and 2013 draftees nose 
tackle Brandon Williams and fullback Kyle 
Juszczyk.

However, the Ravens have also taken play-
ers who were good picks, but didn’t stay with 
the team past their rookie contracts due to a 
lack of cap room, players such as wide receiv-
er Torrey Smith, linebacker Pernell McPhee 
and guard Kelechi Osemele. 

Injuries and spotty play have so far de-
railed the careers of high-profile picks such 
as safety Matt Elam, linebacker Arthur 
Brown, tight end Maxx Williams, linebacker 
Za’Darius Smith and guard Ryan Jensen. 

But when it comes to the 2016 class, five 
players -- first-round tackle Ronnie Stan-
ley, fourth-round cornerback Tavon Young, 
fourth-round tackle Alex Lewis, fourth-round 
running back Kenneth Dixon and fifth-round 
linebacker Matt Judon -- either became start-

ers or key contributors who earned apprecia-
ble playing time.

Another selectee, fourth-round receiver 
Chris Moore, became a key special teams con-
tributor, notching several big plays.

Here’s a pick-by-pick look at the 2016 Ra-
vens’ draft class, one that showed plenty of 
present-day promise and offers future hope.

T RONNIE STANLEY 
(ROUND 1, 6TH OVERALL PICK)

There’s a reason low-profile offensive 
tackles are often seen as “safe” and “non-
sexy” picks. Players like Stanley, who display 
high character as well as a solid on-field re-
sume, are the types who are envisioned to 
play a decade or more in their spots, provid-
ing stability at key positions. Stanley missed 
four games (foot), coinciding with the Ra-
vens’ four-game losing streak before the 
bye. He was consistently ranked among the 
league’s best rookies at any position through-
out the league by Pro Football Focus, and the 
expected first-to-second year improvement 
could make him even better. 

LB KAMALEI CORREA  
(ROUND 2, 42ND OVERALL PICK)

The Boise State product didn’t seem both-
ered by an early-training camp switch from 
outside to inside linebacker. With a motor 
and attitude that wouldn’t stop, it appeared 
he would be a fearsome part of a rejuvenated 
pass rush. But once he was involved in a col-
lision with tight end Dennis Pitta that broke 
the latter’s finger, his overt drive seemed to 
disappear. He was inactive for five games, 
missed the final two games on injured reserve 
and earned one start.

DE BRONSON KAUFUSI  
(ROUND 3, 70TH OVERALL PICK)

It’s doubtful Kaufusi would have made 
much of an impact along a defensive line 
that was the deepest and best position unit 
on the Baltimore roster. But his rookie year 

was wiped out early in training camp when 
a teammate fell on his leg, breaking it and 
rendering him out for the year. Thanks to 
the Mormon mission he performed while at 
Brigham Young, he will turn 26 July 6.

CB TAVON YOUNG 
(ROUND 4, 104TH OVERALL PICK)

Eyebrows were raised when this Temple 
product was taken, given his lack of top-
flight college competition and his 5-foot-9, 
177-pound frame. But he proved to be a real 
ball-hawking standout and earned starts 
during the season’s final 11 games. Young 
tied cornerback Shareece Wright for seventh 
on the team with 50 tackles, intercepted two 
passes, broke up eight others and recovered 
a fumble. At the very least, he will be a reli-
able presence at slot corner and has earned 
the coaches’ confidence to play on the outside 
as well.

WR CHRIS MOORE  
(ROUND 4, 107TH OVERALL PICK)

Paying his dues on this unit like most 
young players do, Moore scored two touch-
downs, pouncing on a bad punt snap 
against the New York Jets and recovering a 
blocked punt against Pittsburgh. In train-
ing camp, the 6-foot-1, 200-pounder showed 
speed and downfield ability that could help 
him contribute to the receiving corps next 
year.

T ALEX LEWIS  
(ROUND 4, 130TH OVERALL PICK)

Depth along the offensive line is tough to 
find and tougher to keep. Lewis was quite 
a find, starting at left guard and tackle, the 
latter while Stanley was rehabbing his foot 
injury. Lewis battled ankle and concussion 
problems, but the 6-foot-6 Nebraska product 
eased concerns about the Ravens fielding an 
all-rookie left side of the line, something no 
team had done in a season opener since the 
expansion Carolina Panthers in 1995. He is a 
candidate to move to right tackle if Wagner 
leaves in free agency.

DT WILLIE HENRY 
(ROUND 4, 132ND OVERALL PICK)

Henry is similar to Kaufusi in that he 
ended his season on injured reserve and 
probably couldn’t have cracked the defensive 
line corps. The Michigan product started 22 
games for the Wolverines, but he spent many 
Sundays on the inactive list and was on the 
roster for just one game, the loss to the New 
York Jets, during which he did not play.

RB KENNETH DIXON  
(ROUND 4, 134TH OVERALL PICK)

The shifty, quick-footed Dixon really 
showed his promise once the Ravens’ coaches 
put him in space and gave him running starts 
toward the line of scrimmage. Only then did 
he show the form that produced 87 collegiate 
touchdowns, one behind record-holder and 
current teammate Keenan Reynolds. He re-
covered from a preseason knee injury to aver-
age 4.3 yards per carry and catch 30 passes. 
Dixon had nine or more touches in seven of 
the last eight games, a total that must in-
crease if he is to be the home-run hitter the 
team covets from its backfield.

LB MATT JUDON  
(ROUND 5, 146TH OVERALL PICK)

Despite leading the nation (all levels) in 
sacks during his final collegiate season, the 
Grand Valley State product wasn’t highly 
regarded due to his lack of big-time competi-
tion. He was deactivated for the early-season 
losses to Oakland and Washington when, in 
retrospect, his physical play would have been 
welcomed. Judon notched four rookie-year 
sacks, two of them in the loss to the Jets, and 
knocked down two key passes during the 
home win against Cincinnati.

WR-RS KEENAN REYNOLDS  
(ROUND 6, 182ND OVERALL PICK)

The much-decorated Naval Academy 
product is well-schooled on how to help de-
fend America, but his NFL learning curve 
has been steep so far. He spent most of 2016 
on the practice squad, as he tried his best to 
learn the art of kick and punt returning, get-
ting occasional help from former NFL return 
standout Brian Mitchell. He could have been 
poached by any other team for its active ros-
ter but wasn’t. Reynolds was promoted to the 
Ravens’ active roster for the season finale at 
Cincinnati but was a game-day inactive.

CB MAURICE CANADY  
(ROUND 6, 209TH OVERALL PICK)

At 6-foot-1 and 193 pounds, Canady showed 
the kind of physicality in training camp that 
made him a promising part of the cornerback 
rotation. But he never rose beyond the special 
teams level, recording two tackles during the 
season’s first four games before going on in-
jured reserve. As the Ravens try to shore up 
the back end of their defense, a strong spring 
and summer showing from Canady will help 
his stock rise, as the Ravens tend to give their 
draft picks a longer leash than most. 

 RAVENS REPORT

Ravens 2016 Draftees 
Display Future Promise
  Joe Platania
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ince 1996, when Ravens 
fans were getting ready 
to make a road trip with 
the team, their checklists 
might have looked a little 
like this:

- Vinny Testaverde jer-
sey? Check.

- Purple wig, purple face paint, purple and 
gold beads? Check.

- Throat lozenges, to soothe the effects of 
yelling down 65,000 home fans in enemy terri-
tory? Check.

- Tickets bought on StubHub or Tickets-
Now or through the NFL Ticket Exchange? 
Check.

Never had that list included a passport. 
But it will next season.

Brian Snyder is the owner of one of a 
handful of road trip planning companies that 
want to help you get to the Ravens-Jaguars 
game at Wembley Stadium in London Sept. 
24. It’s the first time the Ravens will be play-
ing overseas. The NFL has been playing regu-

lar-season games in London since 2007.
Snyder said his company, BMORE 

Around Town, received $250 deposits from 
about 600 fans, as of the beginning of Febru-
ary, about 50 percent of his capacity.

“I think that’s a great start,” Snyder said. 
“We’re definitely progressing a lot better than 
I expected.

“Ravens fans travel well. I think London is 
going to be shocked with the number of them 
that travel over there for this game.”

BMORE Around Town is offering six-night 
and four-night trips, with and without airfare. 
The week-long option with airfare runs about 
$3,200 per person, double occupancy; the 
four-night option runs about $2,800.

Prime Sport, the Ravens’ “official” travel 
partner, has “ultimate,” “premium” and “de-
luxe” air and land packages listed on its web-
site for between $3,240 and $4,065 per person, 
double occupancy for four nights.

And there are other options, some cheap-
er, some pricier.

Snyder’s company, like all of the other 
firms that run NFL fan road trips, puts a big 
effort into making the junkets about more 

than the football game.
For example, BMORE Around Town’s 

trips include guided tours of London, a 
“Purple Pub Crawl,” a riverboat trip on the 
Thames and a tailgate. Prime Sport, the Ra-
vens’ partner, includes a game-day brunch 
that will be hosted by an as-yet unnamed 
“Ravens legend.”

“These trips aren’t just about the game,” 
Snyder said. “They’re about making new 
friends, exploring new cities. We always try 
to add in a twist with what the city has to of-
fer, so they can enjoy the actual city versus 
just going to the game. So it’s more of a va-
cation at the end of the day. It’s not just go-
ing to a football game, it’s more of a weekend 
getaway.

“This is kind of nice that it gives people a 
reason to go over to London. So many people 
on the trip have never been.”

Organizing NFL fan road trips has be-
come big business. Snyder, 32, said he has 
been doing Ravens trips since 2010.

“I have a degree in accounting, and I was 
sitting around one day, playing with ideas 
about what I could do myself that would be 

fun,” he said. “I was already doing these trips 
with groups of friends -- 20-25 people. Then I 
asked myself, ‘Why don’t I offer it out to every-
one else and see where it goes?’ We just took 
it and ran with it.”

Snyder said the biggest trip he’s run was 
to Dallas, when he brought 2,000 Ravens fans 
to Jerry Jones’ AT&T Stadium last season.

And he said his most memorable trip was 
to Super Bowl XLVII in New Orleans, when 
the Ravens defeated the San Francisco 49ers. 

“That was one of the ultimate life experi-
ences, not just for me, but for anybody who 
went on that trip,” he said.

“We chartered a [162-seat] plane, we 
leased a riverboat that had 78 rooms on it, 
and everyone stayed on the riverboat for the 
whole weekend,” he said, adding the boat was 
docked right outside the Ravens’ team hotel.

In addition to Dallas, Snyder said trips 
to warm-weather cities, like Miami or Phoe-
nix, or to cities with big-time party reputa-
tions, like New Orleans or San Francisco, 
are popular. 

And for the 2017 season, he expects the 
Ravens’ trips to Nashville, Tenn., and to icon-
ic Lambeau Field in Green Bay, Wis., to be 
BMORE Around Town’s biggest.

“We have so many people on our trips 
who make it an annual thing with their sons 
or their daughters,” Snyder said. “I have so 
many dads who have daughters who love go-
ing to these away games.

“It’s enjoyable to see how football kind of 
brings them together. You think of a father-
daughter trip. What else could they possibly 
do to go away together to have bonding time? 
Football is kind of the medium, which is neat 
to see.” 

BMORE Around Town Helping 
Ravens Fans Get To London
  Ed Waldman
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hen the Maryland men’s basketball sea-
son began a few months ago, casual 
Terps fans didn’t know much about 
Kevin Huerter and Justin Jackson, two 
freshmen who would be tasked with help-
ing Maryland overcome losing four start-
ers from last year’s team. At the team’s 

media day in College Park, Md., Oct. 25, head coach Mark 
Turgeon dropped hints about Huerter and Jackson.

Huerter, as Turgeon said then, is “one of the best shoot-
ers with deep range that I’ve ever coached.” Turgeon also 
revealed he planned on playing Jackson at power forward. 
Turgeon said Jackson “can cover his tail defensively be-
cause he’s so long as a four, but he’s really more of a guard 
than anybody I’ve had at that position.”

Turgeon’s optimism about Huerter and Jackson has 
been well founded. The pair helped vault Maryland to the 
best start in program history (20-2) and are key cogs in 
one of the best starting units in the Big Ten. Jackson is 
averaging 11.4 points and 6.3 rebounds per game, while 
Huerter is posting 8.9 points, 5.0 boards and 2.4 assists per 
contest, as of Feb. 10. 

“In all the films, I think [Huerter’s] like the X-factor 
for them. First of all, he’s an outstanding passer. He’s 
got great size. He can make threes,” Rutgers head coach 
Steve Pikiell said after the Terps took down the Scarlet 
Knights Jan. 24. “Jackson’s talented. Their freshmen class 
is really good, and what I’m most impressed with is they 
play every night. It’s a real consistent class. You don’t get 
that a lot of times out of freshmen -- real consistent in 
their production.”

Huerter, a 6-foot-7 small forward out of Clifton Park, 
N.Y., announced his presence with authority early in the 
season. In the final moments of Maryland’s second game 
of the year, at Georgetown Nov. 15, Huerter blocked away 
what may have been a game-winning, last-second layup by 
Hoyas guard Jagan Mosely. 

Huerter eventually broke out on the offensive end 
against Nebraska Jan. 1, scoring a season-high 26 points on 
7-of-11 shooting from 3-point range. A 38.6 percent shooter 
from beyond the arc, Huerter’s shooting is what stands 
out about his offensive game at this stage. He made two 
significant 3-pointers late in Maryland’s victory against In-
diana Jan. 10 and was 5-of-7 from deep in the Terps’ win 
at Minnesota Jan. 28. He’s very effective in using screens 
away from the ball to make himself available to passers.

“Kevin’s been very consistent for us, shooting the 
ball well,” Turgeon said Feb. 3. “We’re putting the ball in 
his hands more, which we need to do. He’s great in ball 
screens. He’s a great passer. [As] the season goes on, you 
figure your team out a little bit more, and you try to put 
them in positions to be successful, and Kevin’s been mak-
ing all the right decisions.”

But it’s Huerter’s passing ability that’s added an extra 
dimension to Maryland’s offense. Huerter, who’s second on 
the team in assists, recorded a season-high six assists dur-
ing the Terps’ win against Rutgers, including two terrific 
cross-court passes for corner threes by junior guard Melo 
Trimble and forward L.G. Gill. He’s tall enough to see over 
defenders, and having been a point guard in high school, 
retains a point guard’s mentality, as Turgeon has pointed 

out throughout the season.  
“With our offense, I think playmakers can thrive,” 

Huerter said after the win against Rutgers. “That’s what 
[the coaching staff] said when they recruited me -- that we 
play an up-tempo, NBA-style offense, and we want guys to 
pass, shoot and dribble. ... Justin can do it, too. I think dif-
ferent guys have shown how their playmaking [and] their 
decision-making can thrive.”

That goes for Jackson, as well. He started off the sea-
son hot from 3-point range, going 3-for-5 in Maryland’s 
win against Georgetown and 5-for-7 from distance in its 
close win against Towson Nov. 20. The East York, Ontario, 
native cooled off after that, but it was a preview for what 
was to come later in the season, when he went 5-of-5 from 
3-point range during a win at Minnesota and 4-of-7 from 
deep at Ohio State Jan. 31. 

At one point, Jackson made eight straight 3-pointers 
between the two road victories. Turgeon pointed out Feb. 
3 that Jackson’s hot shooting “really helped us spread the 
floor a little bit and it opens up the drive game for him, 
which he’s so good at,” which gives the Terps unique ability 
at the four spot.

“Honestly, as I’ve gotten here, I’ve kind of learned to 
just stay consistent,” Jackson said of his shooting Feb. 3. 
“Even if things aren’t working, if things aren’t going great, 
you’ve just got to stay consistent. You’ve just got to keep 
working, and the results will show.”

Jackson has also distinguished himself on the boards 
as the team’s leading rebounder. He’s had double-digit 
rebounding efforts three times and has pulled down nine 
boards three times, as of Feb. 10. “Everyone wants the ball. 
It’s always a fight down there, so I just try my hardest to 
do whatever I can do to help my team win,” Jackson said. 
“Extra possessions always help.”

Perhaps the biggest surprise to outside observers with 
respect to Huerter and Jackson is what a help they’ve been 
defensively for a team that ranks 38th in the country in 
defensive efficiency, per KenPom.com, a college basket-
ball analytics site. However, it hasn’t been a surprise to 
guard Anthony Cowan, a fellow productive freshman for 
the Terps.

“[With] Coach Turgeon, really, if you’re not going to de-
fend, you’re not going to play,” Cowan said. “He made that 
completely clear at the beginning of the year.”

Huerter often handles the opponent’s best perimeter 
scorer, like when he helped hold Iowa senior guard Peter 
Jok, the Big Ten’s top scorer, to 14 points on 4-of-12 shoot-
ing Jan. 19. Meanwhile, Jackson’s toughness and length -- 
he has a 7-foot-3 wingspan -- helps him hold up defensively 
against bigger power forwards. And both help protect the 
rim; they’re the top shot blockers on the team behind se-
nior forward Damonte Dodd and junior center Michal 
Cekovsky.

Not only that, but the two have combined to foul out 
just one time: Jackson, in a loss to Purdue Feb. 4.

“Our assistant coaches always tell us, they want us to 
have pride in our defense,” Huerter said. “Coach [Dustin] 
Clark, especially when I get those matchups, says, ‘Take 
pride in the defensive end. Take pride in trying to stop the 
other team’s best scorer.’ And so I think it’s just a mind-
set. When you take on the challenge, whoever it may be ... 
I want to stop them and not let them completely control 
the game.” 

Freshmen Kevin Huerter, 
Justin Jackson Help Propel 
Terps To Record Start
 Luke Jackson
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MARYLAND WOMEN'S BASKETBALL    

risten Confroy isn’t like most college 
students. 

The University of Maryland’s junior 
guard was born on Leap Day, so she 
only gets to celebrate her Feb. 29 birth-
day every four years. During an era of 
unprecedented sports specialization, 

she played three different sports through high school. 
Confroy is also a double major in neurobiology and 
physiology and is planning to attend medical school af-
ter her 2018 graduation. 

But on the basketball court, Confroy blends in per-
fectly with a Maryland team that starts two candidates 
for National Player of the Year and a pair of the sport’s 
top freshmen. The Terps are contenders for another 
Big Ten championship and Final Four berth for sev-
eral reasons. Senior leaders Brionna Jones and Shatori 
Walker-Kimbrough are providing leadership and pro-
duction at both ends of the floor. Freshmen Destiny 
Slocum and Kaila Charles have performed beyond their 

years. But the Terps’ unsung hero is Confroy, a steady 
and dependable guard who can convert the 3-pointer, 
play standout defense and rarely commits a turnover. 

Confroy has averaged 4.7 points, 3.6 rebounds, 2.4 as-
sists and 1.3 steals, as of Feb. 6, for a Terps team that 
has achieved a 23-1 record (11-0 Big Ten) and No. 3 na-
tional ranking. An adept ball-handler, the Solon, Ohio, 
native has the team’s best assist-to-turnover ratio (57-
17). She is converting 37 percent of her 3-point attempts 
and shooting 78 percent from the free-throw line. 

“You have to love the fact that Kristen is not caught 
up in stats,” Maryland head coach Brenda Frese said. 
“We have a lot of firepower in our starting lineup, but 
she just patiently waits to give a great assist, knock 
down an open three, set a great screen or get an out-
area rebound. She’s a player who just wants to do any-
thing she can to help this team win.” 

Confroy competed in soccer, basketball and softball 
from her early years through her standout high school 
career. 

Confroy excelled in all three sports at Solon High 
School, south of Cleveland. She averaged 19.3 points, 

6.2 assists and 4.6 rebounds at Solon and capped her 
senior season by being named the area’s Player of the 
Year by the Cleveland Plain Dealer and Cleveland.com. 
During her junior year, Confroy was the Plain Dealer’s 
Softball Player of the Year and earned first-team All-
Greater Cleveland honors as a soccer goalkeeper. 

“The biggest thing that playing all the sports helped 
me with was having something new all the time,” Con-
froy said. “I was still invested and passionate about 
each sport, and that prevented me from burning out 
with basketball. I had other avenues to enjoy.” 

Confroy could have competed at the collegiate level 
in any of the three sports, but she chose to continue 
with basketball. 

“It wasn’t until high school that I really decided that 
basketball was my sport,” Confroy said. “I just had 
more of a passion for basketball. I always dreamed of 
going to a big school and playing Division I basketball.”

Frese, who had guided Maryland to the NCAA Final 
Four during Confroy’s final high school campaign, ad-
mired her toughness and leadership abilities.

“The first time that I went to see her play, I likened 
her to [former UConn guard] Kelly Faris,” Frese said. 
“Kristen is the player that every team has to have, who 
is going to do all of the little, unsung-hero things that 
may or may not show up on the stat sheet. 

“Through the course of her time here, she has been 
the glue that keeps it all together. She doesn’t turn the 
ball over and brings the same attitude of toughness ev-
ery day. She really has a sense of what we need.” 

During her freshman season at Maryland, Confroy 
got her first taste of the Final Four. She averaged 3.9 
points and 1.1 assists for a Maryland team that tied a 
school single-season record with 34 wins before losing 
to Connecticut in the NCAA semifinals. 

“Going to the Final Four was incredible,” Confroy 
said. “As a freshman, I was eyes-wide-open, deer-in-
the-headlights for most of that year. The biggest thing 
I learned in my freshman year was how important the 
mental side of basketball is.”

The 5-foot-9 Confroy broke into the starting lineup 
at the beginning of her sophomore season and played 
a key role in the Terps’ 31-4 campaign. She established 
career-highs in points (8.0 per game), rebounds (4.2) 
and assists (1.8). Confroy was a marksman from both 
3-point range (41 percent) and the free-throw line (83 
percent). 

Midway through the 2015-16 season, Confroy put to-
gether the best game of her collegiate career. During an 
80-62 win against visiting Northwestern, she set a ca-
reer single-game high with 24 points and contributed 10 
rebounds and six assists. Confroy also tied the school 
record with eight 3-pointers (in 10 attempts). 

“For me, a big confidence booster was our game last 
season against UConn at Madison Square Garden,” 
Confroy said. “That was the first turning point for me, 
where the game started to slow down. In the North-
western game, I just felt incredible. You take that feel-
ing and keep working to try to do it again.”

Confroy doesn’t need to score in bunches on a team 
that has four double-figure scorers in the starting line-
up. 

“My role has been different each season,” Confroy 
said. “Being willing to take on whatever role that is nec-
essary is important for having a successful team.”

Confroy will have to adjust to another role when she 
leaves Maryland and heads for medical school. Her ul-
timate goal weighed heavily in Confroy’s college choice. 

“I’ve always wanted to be a doctor, so I knew that I 
was going to have a rigorous course load,” said Confroy, 
who is aiming for a career in sports medicine. “Trying 
to find a program that was willing to let me play basket-
ball and pursue this other tough path was important. 
Coach Frese has been phenomenal. She understands 
that our [basketball] careers are going to end at some 
point, and she wanted me to be able to pursue what I 
wanted to do.” 

Kristen Confroy’s Leadership 
An Asset For Maryland Women
 Steve Jones
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arred Jones feels great 
-- or as good as he could 
hope three months into 
the grind of basketball 
season. You just wouldn’t 
know it from the way the 
Loyola men’s basket-
ball swingman shuffles 

around Reitz Arena most days.
“He’s an old man,” head coach G.G. 

Smith said. “We joke with him all the time 
like, ‘Man, Jarred, what’s it going to be like 
when you’re 50?’”

Staying healthy is at the top of Jones’ 
list of goals for his fifth year at Loyola. 
Coming off two injury-shortened seasons, 
the John Carroll School (Bel Air, Md.) 
graduate knew he had to stay on the court 
if he wanted to accomplish the rest of his 
goals.

Jones can still be the sparkplug eager 
to dive for a loose ball or stand his ground 
fearlessly to draw a charge. It just takes 
a lot more preparation behind the scenes 
now.

Thanks to a meticulous routine, Jones, 
6-foot-6, 205 pounds, has shaken off his 
aches and pains to put together the best 
season of his career. He was averaging 
14.9 points and 6.3 rebounds per game 
through Feb. 6, helping Loyola eclipse 
its win total from last season. The Grey-
hounds -- at 13-10 overall, 7-5 in confer-
ence play -- are firmly in the middle of the 
Patriot League pack, heading down the 
closing stretch.

“Some days are better than others, 
but I feel like, overall, this is probably the 
best I’ve felt at this time of the year,” the 
23-year-old Jones said. “Probably the last 
couple of years I was wearing down a little 
bit as the season was going. This year, I feel 

like I’ve maintained it.”
In previous seasons, Jones has had 

aches and injuries that included his back, 
wrist and knee.

Jones bridges past and future at Loyola. 
The lone holdover from the Jimmy Patsos 
era provides an example for the current 
group, which features six freshmen.

He wanted that job coming off last 
year’s disappointment. The veteran-laden 
Greyhounds lost 10 of their first 11 games 
and scuffled to a 9-21 finish that dropped 
their record in three seasons under Smith 
to 31-59.

Jones was awarded a fifth season af-
ter playing two games in 2014-15 due to 
injury. With a communications degree in 
hand, he could’ve been immediately eli-
gible elsewhere as a graduate transfer. He 
surely would’ve found suitors on the col-
lege hoops free-agent market, if he let it 
get that far.

“I knew what I was focused on,” Jones 
said. “I feel like when people do grad trans-
fers, they’re taking the easy way out and 
trying to find somewhere they don’t have 
to work as hard. I feel like, here, I had to 
step my game up to another level and be a 
leader and do a lot more for the team.”

In 2013, Jones had put his signature on 
a letter to the administration, pushing for 
Smith to be promoted to replace Patsos. 
His decision to stick around affirmed his 
belief in the coach’s vision for building the 
program.

“I think he was looking at the big pic-
ture,” Smith said. “He’s a smart kid. He un-
derstands that you can’t have everything 
right away. It’s been a marathon and not a 
sprint, and he’s been a big part of the pro-
cess.”

To write a fitting final act, Jones had to 
get, and stay, healthy.

His injury troubles seem like bad luck, 

as much as anything. He tried to play 
through a sore wrist in 2014 but ended up 
hurting his knee, too. Doctors didn’t real-
ize his wrist was broken until he was rehab-
bing the second injury.

Last season, Jones returned at full 
strength to average 13.3 points through 26 
games before a back issue forced him to 
miss the final three weeks. 

Add in a torn ACL and a shin stress 
fracture in high school, and it’s easy to un-
derstand why Jones walks like someone 
ready to sign up for AARP.

“I always just stayed the course,” said 
Jones, whose sisters Brionna and Stepha-
nie play at Maryland. “I feel like if you stay 
the course, eventually it’ll work out for 
you.”

Smith wanted a better plan this time 
around to limit the wear and tear. That’s 
where Loyola’s new director of sports per-
formance John Hoffman stepped in.

Now, Jones is in the training room ev-
ery day. He starts his stretching long be-
fore everybody else shows up for practice 
and heads to the cold tub for a soak after 
each session. He mixes in a couple of mas-
sages a week and some muscle stimulation 
therapy, too.

“Back, legs, thighs, shoulders, core -- ev-
erything,” Jones said. “I don’t want to miss 
anything because anything can happen.”

Smith did his part by limiting Jones to 
30 minutes or less during the nonconfer-
ence slate. Since Patriot League play be-
gan Dec. 30, the coach has focused on re-
ducing his practice load. 

Jones will often go no-contact on Mon-
days and sit out Thursdays entirely. It 
helps this group has more than enough 
depth to have a competitive workout with-
out him.

“So far, so good,” Smith said with a 
knock on his desk for good measure.

Indeed, Jones has helped guide Loyola’s 
turnaround, along with dynamic junior 
point guard Andre Walker and much-im-
proved junior forward Cam Gregory.

These Greyhounds have excelled in 
close games, reversing a frustrating trend 
from last season. They’ve got a shot at a 
top-six seed and opening-round bye in the 
Patriot League Tournament.

Despite his injury history, Jones can 
still fill the stat sheet. He may not dunk 
much these days, but he leads Loyola in 
blocks, and ranks second in points, steals, 
rebounds and assists. He’s a useful piece 
defensively with enough length and quick-
ness to guard almost anybody in the con-
ference.

With an elbow jumper early during a 
win at Lafayette Jan. 28, Jones reached 
1,000 career points. He joined forward Erik 
Etherly as the only Greyhounds with that 
many points, plus 500 rebounds, 100 as-
sists, 100 steals and 100 blocks.

“That’s a lot of working right there,” 
Jones said with a chuckle. “That’s probably 
why my body’s so broken down.”

Not bad for an old man. 
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Fully Healthy, Jarred Jones 
Having Career Year For Loyola
 Eric Detweiler
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Jarred Jones

Beer & Spirits 
Voted “Best of Harford”

Located in Abingdon, MD 
off I-95 exit 77B - Tollgate Rd.  

near Wal-Mart, BJ’s, Target and Chick-fil-a

OPEN 7 DAYS: 
 Monday - Saturday Sunday  
 9 a.m. - 10 p.m. 10 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Free Tastings 
 Fridays at 4 p.m.  

Saturdays at 1 p.m.

Sign up to receive our weekly eNewsletter at 
MyWineWorld.com or YourBeerWorld.com

30 TAP GROWLER
FILLING STATION 

410.569.8646 • 877.569.7400
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owson head men’s lacrosse coach Shawn 
Nadelen had a simple response when asked 
how his team could improve on last year’s 
record-setting season.

“Win a national championship,” he said 
without the slightest hesitation. “That’s the 
focus.”

However, it would appear the Tigers have to flip the script 
to improve upon the stellar 2016 campaign when they man-
aged a school-best 16 wins and had the nation’s top-ranked 
defense.

The Tigers lost three starting defensemen and goalie Tyler 
White from that unit, but they have several key players back 
on the attack and a midfield that should be able to create nu-
merous scoring chances.

Still, Nadelen is confident he has the depth to absorb the 
losses on defense and dismissed the notion the Tigers might 
need to change their identity and become a team that empha-
sizes a high-powered attack.

The key is finding the proper balance at both ends of the 
field. The Tigers should be plenty battle-tested to defend their 
Colonial Athletic Association title with early games against 
Loyola (March 1), Johns Hopkins (March 11), Ohio State 
(March 14) and Denver (March 25).

“We’re going to expect our defense to step up and play at 
a high level right away,” Nadelen said. “We communicate to 
those guys, if we have to play defense for three quarters of 
the game or 50 of 60 minutes, that’s your role, that’s your job. 
You’re out there, you’re playing defense every rep, you’re look-
ing to make that stop. It’s not that we’re really leaning on the 
offense to put up 14 goals per game because we think we’re go-

ing to give up more goals. Offensively, we expect to score. So, 
our expectations don’t change.”

Still, the Tigers should be able to put up some goals this 
season, as they gun for their third-consecutive CAA title and 
fourth in the past five years.

Towson’s offense is led by senior attackman Ryan 
Drenner, a Westminster High alum who created matchup 
problems for much of last season, scoring 33 goals with 
23 assists. Senior attackman Joe Seider (Hereford) was 
equally adept at finding the net and finished with 35 goals. 
Redshirt sophomore attackman and Ohio State transfer 
Dylan Kinnear appears ready to make a bigger contribu-
tion, and senior attackman Tyler Konen has earned more 
playing time.

“We have a lot veteran guys, so we have a lot of experience 
on the field most of the time,” Drenner said. “When all of us are 
on the field, there’s going to be that attitude of being able to 
do whatever we set our mind to and work for. Underneath us 
is a lot of young guys we’ve been teaching and trying to bring 
up to our level. It’s a little bit of a learning process, but we have 
such veteran guys above the young guys, we’re going to bring 
them along nicely.”

Towson will also be able to lean on a talented and experi-
enced midfield led by senior All-American Jack Adams (Her-
eford). The talented defensive midfielder helped Towson lead 
the CAA with an 86.9 percent clear rate. Adams is supported 
by senior midfielder Mike Lynch (Boys’ Latin), who had 21 
goals and eight assists. Sophomore midfielder Jon Mazza 
(The Calverton School) and senior midfielder Brian Bolewicki 
(Calvert Hall) will also be key contributors.

“We’ve always been a defensive team, and I don’t think that 
has changed,” Adams said. “We have a very good defense this 
year. They might be young, but they’ve been clicking. We’re 

defensive-minded; we’re tough players. 
The new defense has big shoes to fill. White had the best 

goals against average (6.89) in Division I lacrosse. The loss of 
three starting defensemen -- Mike Lowe, Nick Gorman and 
Andrew Cordes -- also poses a big challenge. That unit allowed 
7.26 goals per game, which led the nation, and continuously 
frustrated opponents.

The Tigers could lean on sophomore Chad Patterson 
(Westminster) to help fill the void. Junior Sid Ewell trans-
ferred from Community College of Baltimore County, Essex, 
and is expected to make an immediate impact.

“We have some talented players in the program,” Nadelen 
said. “We recruit for that. We have talent on the defensive 
end. Those guys are inexperienced because we had a lot of 
guys playing in front of them the past couple of years. But 
now, it’s their time to step up and prove who they are, con-
tinue to build chemistry as a defensive unit and be able to 
carry on the tradition.”

There was fierce competition for the starting job at goalie. 
Senior Matt Hoy (Thomas S. Wootton High School) emerged 
as the favorite heading into the spring. However, junior Josh 
Miller and freshman Shane Brennan also made a strong case 
to fill that role.

Nadelen has also placed an emphasis on getting better 
with faceoffs. The Tigers struggled at times last season, and 
those challenges played a key role in the NCAA tournament, 
where they lost, 10-8, to Loyola in the quarterfinals.

There are several talented players who appear ready to 
embrace the role as faceoff specialist, including senior Alec 
Burckley, junior transfer Connor Harryman (Bellarmine), ju-
nior Steven Stillwell (Winston Churchill), sophomore transfer 
Alex Woodall (St. Mary’s High, High Point University) and 
freshman Jack McNallen. 

“We knew we had a very talented one in [McNallen] com-
ing in, and then a couple transfers,” Nadelen said. “I think they 
saw what we did in the NCAA tournament and said, ‘Hey, I 
can go to Towson and help them out,’ which isn’t a bad thing. 
We’re very fortunate to have five guys that I think we can go to 
bat with and be successful.” 

Reloaded Towson Ready For 
Another Deep Postseason Run
 Todd Karpovich
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They said it onThey said it on

“I think there are ways to quickly 
change the culture, and there are 
some things, going back [to] my 
time at Maryland and Loyola, that 
we instilled throughout the fall -- 
standards and procedures that we 
kind of said, ‘Hey, these are non-ne-
gotiable to us in order to be successful.’ 
The great part about that was there was zero resistance 
from the guys on the team.” 

- UMBC head lacrosse coach Ryan Moran on how he’s trying to 
turn the program around in his first season

“It’s really continued to springboard 
our guys to want to give more to 
each other. And it’s something that, 
as a program, has been beneficial 
for us. And I think with the national 
exposure that we got, with being on 
ESPN and stuff like that, has definite-
ly strengthened the Towson University 
lacrosse brand.”

- Towson head lacrosse coach Shawn Nadelen on what last 
year’s NCAA tournament run has done for his team moving 
forward

“When you get that far, you’ve got to 
look at two things. One -- you have to 
be appreciative of how far you got 
and the great job the kids did and 
that the people around you have 
done. Yet you’re never truly satis-
fied, so there’s, ‘Where else can we 
change?’ Because getting to champion-
ship weekend is incredibly hard, and we’re so respectful 
and appreciative of being there. But also, listen, we’re at 
Maryland. This is one of our things we want to try to do. 
We didn’t do enough. So how can we improve?”

- Maryland head lacrosse coach John Tillman on  trying to 
finally break through and win a national championship after 
making it to the title game for a third time last year

“When you have standards and you 
have a standard of excellence like 
we have here, just making the 
playoffs isn’t good enough. It’s 
certainly not good enough for me, 
and it’s not good enough for our 
players. Forget external influences -- 
pressure’s not the right word, because  
pressure’s what comes from within. We were in the Final 
Four two years ago. We’ve dealt with some challenges. 
But that’s athletics; that’s life. We need to do the things 
we need to do to handle those pressures.”

- Johns Hopkins head lacrosse coach Dave Pietramala on the dif-
ficulty of living up to annual expectations for the program

“Those first couple years were not 
easy to transition for everyone -- the 
coaches, the players, certainly the 
alumni. But we weathered that 
storm. I took a page out of Coach 
[Bill] Belichick’s [book]; I believe 
he’s the one who coined the phrase 
‘ignore the noise.’ That’s what we did 
those first couple years.” 

- Navy head lacrosse coach Rick Sowell on getting the program 
turned around after a difficult first three seasons in Annapolis, Md.

“We talked about enjoying the journey 
again. That February is about find-
ing yourself and becoming a team. 
Hopefully we’re playing our best la-
crosse by May. As a coach, that’s 
my take on it. That’s what we talked 
about in our first meeting, ‘Don’t play 
to get to May.’ Play to get through this 
next practice and let’s just keep getting better. Let’s enjoy this 
journey and push each other to be the best versions that we 
can be.”

- Loyola head lacrosse coach Charley Toomey on how the Grey-
hounds can reach the Final Four in consecutive seasons for the 
first time in school history

Listen to Glenn Clark Radio live from 10 a.m.-noon, Monday-Friday
GlennClarkRadio.com

On a special college lacrosse preview edition of 
Glenn Clark Radio Feb. 2, men's coaches from 

Division I Baltimore-area schools stopped by to 
share their team's outlook for the 2017 season. 

Here's what they had to say:  

courtesy of marlayna demond

Ryan Moran

sabrina moran/pressbox

Rick Sowell

courtesy of doug kapustin

Shawn Nadelen

kenya allen/pressbox

John Tillman

sabina moran/pressbox

Dave Pietramala

sabina moran/pressbox

Charley Toomey

NCAA Lacrosse Edition 
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POWERED BY

Locate area camps that  
suit your child's interests. 

 

Locate area camps that  
suit your child's interests. 
Searchable by type, age, location and more. 

2017 MCDONOGH SUMMER PROGRAMS

MCDONOGH’S PREMIER SPORTS CAMPS
Boys and girls sports camps directed by McDonogh Varsity 
coaches and local Club and College coaches:

i Tennis (ages 6 to 14)
i Soccer (ages 6 to 16)
i Fencing (ages 7 to 14)
i Swim (ages 9 to 14)

i Lacrosse (ages 6 to 14)
i Golf (8 to 14)
i Baseball (8 to 14)
i Basketball (6 to 15)

i
Bus transportation 
and lunch provided at 
no additional cost!

Register today at 
mcdonogh.org.

Visit mcdonogh.org for our full 
catalog of more than 80 camps.

i traditional day camps
i sports clinics
i arts and educational programs
i overnight camps

For more information, email 
summer@mcdonogh.org or 
call 443-544-7100.
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JUNE 12TH TO AUGUST 11TH
NINE, ONE-WEEK SESSIONS
JUNE 12TH TO AUGUST 11TH
NINE, ONE-WEEK SESSIONS

Fun For All Ages!
• A beautiful 500-acre suburban college campus
• A fun-filled schedule of activities in which every child will be able to participate
• Air conditioned facilities
• Swimming instructions and free swim every day
• Certified teachers and college-age counselors
• Wiffle ball, soccer, basketball, tennis, fun games and MORE
• Movies every Friday in our movie-theater style lecture halls

Sign up for any or all summer sessions.
Boys & Girls ages 6-13
FEES & HOURS:
Registration Fee: $50
Regular Day (8:30am-4:45): $230 per week
Extended Day (8am-5:30): $270 per week
Sibling, UMBC, Military & Early payment discounts.

SIGN UP NOW ONLINE
umbcretrievers.com/summerdaycamp

or
CALL TODAY! 410-455-2638

For information
summerdaycamp@umbc.edu

Seven Great Locations
Notre Dame of MD University 

Homeland

St. James Academy
Monkton

Loyola University
Baltimore

Garrison Forest School
Owings Mills

Hayfields Country Club
Hunt Valley

John Carroll School
Bel Air

UMBC
Catonsville

Our goal is to bring out
each child’s full 

potential. 

Coed Ages 4–16

“I feel I can convey a
patient teaching method 

for all levels.”
– David Mast,

Former Maryland State Champion

410.510.7199 • MastTennisAcademy.com

THE MAST TENNIS ACADEMY
Summer Camp 2017Summer Camp 2017Summer Camp 2017

WINTER TENNIS CLINICS Orchard Tennis Club Towson

SIGN UP EARLYSIGN UP EARLY
W W W.ALL-MARYL AND.ORG

M a r y l a n d ’ s  B e s t  S i n c e  1 9 8 2
Pete Caringi All-Maryland Soccer Camp

C e l e b r a t i n g  O u r  3 5 t h  Y e a r  

DAY AND 
RESIDENTIAL 

CAMPS 
AVAILABLE

Visit our 
web site for

more information

 Boys and Girls 10-18 will have an opportunity  
to learn from the pros in the industry

Make sports anchor tapes from a TV studio, 
reporting tapes from a Pro Stadium and  

play-by-play tapes of the Super Bowl and NBA Finals

Day/Overnight sessions available

June 26-30, 2017

NATION’S #1 SPORTS
BROADCASTING CAMP

NATION’S #1 SPORTS
BROADCASTING CAMP

SPORTS BROADCASTING CAMP
is back for our 14th year in Baltimore!

800.319.0884  •  PlayByPlayCamps.com
facebook.com/sportsbroadcastingcamps | youtube.com/sportsbroadcastcamp

…Celebrates its 21st Year! 
Join us for “A Week To Live The Game”

FORMERLY  FIVE-STAR BALTIMORE

BaltimoreAllStar.com 410.493.5638

Starting June 26th thru August 18th

10 One-Week Sessions / Boys or Girls / 1st - 10th Grades



espite spring training 
having officially already 
begun, there is no cer-
tainty the Orioles’ off-
season is finished. But 
the caliber of free agents 
remaining on this year’s 

market is not quite what it was in 2014 or 
2016 when the Orioles made significant ad-
ditions after already arriving in Sarasota, 
Fla. 

Assuming the roster is at least largely 
in place, there’s one examination that 
needs to be made. It’s a simple question: 
“Are the Orioles actually better today than 
they were when the 2016 season ended in 
Toronto?”

It’s a question that should have guided 
the organization throughout the offsea-
son. While making the postseason for a 
third time in five seasons was a notewor-
thy accomplishment, even those within 
the franchise know it’s no longer enough 
for a fan base starving to compete for a 
championship. In fact, manager Buck 
Showalter explained it at FanFest Jan. 28 
by telling reporters, “This is real hard to 
do, but I keep telling the fans today, and 
the players know, that being competitive 
and making the playoffs isn’t good enough 
for us anymore.”

So the Orioles have to be better than 
the team that had inconsistent starting 
pitching throughout the 2016 season and 
saw its offense down the stretch become 
more “all or nothing” than long-forgotten, 
early 2000s boy band O-Town. 

(If you get that obscure pop culture ref-
erence, we should probably get an apart-
ment together.) 

This is probably where I’m supposed to 
answer the question. Are they better? Well 
... no. At least I don’t think they are. But 
I’m starting to talk myself into the idea 
that they could be. Maybe. An overall look 
at the 2017 Orioles on paper shows a team 
largely similar to the squad that made a 
Clint Howard-like cameo in the 2016 post-
season. 

Welington Castillo replaces Matt Wiet-
ers as the team’s primary option behind 
the plate, offering a largely similar skill 
set (solid bat, lack of pitch framing) while 
giving up the “don’t even think about it” 
arm threat. On paper, it’s no upgrade from 
where the team was a year ago. 

Third base, shortstop, second base and 
center field will all remain the same. The 

other four spots in the lineup -- first base, 
right field, left field and designated hitter 
-- will primarily be handled by some combi-
nation of Chris Davis, Mark Trumbo, Hyun-
Soo Kim, Joey Rickard and Seth Smith. 
Outfielder Smith is the only real chance for 
any upgrade, as the Orioles traded off some 
of the power designated hitter Pedro Alva-
rez provided for a better on-base option. 

As far as pitching is concerned, the 
bullpen is largely the same (which is 
rather desirable considering how well it 
performed), and the pitching staff only 
switches out right-hander Yovani Gal-
lardo for (hopefully) a full season of righty 
Dylan Bundy. 

It’s not better. It’s mostly the same 
with slight alterations. Considering the 
Boston Red Sox were really good even 
before they got Chris Sale-d this offsea-
son, it’s hard to fathom a team so simi-
lar to last year’s being capable of doing 
any better in the division or having any 
better fortune in the postseason. It has 
the smell of another season in which the 
Orioles outperform the projections of 
experts but yet never look like a serious 
threat to snap the now 34-year World Se-
ries drought. (Don’t look now, but with 
the Chicago Cubs off the table, only seven 
franchises have longer droughts in their 
current city.)

But yet, there’s this other feeling that 
sort of creeps in when I try to figure this 
team out. It’s the feeling where I start 
thinking “maybe third baseman Manny 
Machado could still be even better” and 
“maybe second baseman Jonathan Schoop 
is about to make his star turn” and “Davis 
should probably be better this year than he 
was last year.” In fact, I even think “lefty 
Wade Miley couldn’t be as bad as he was 
last year” and “maybe right-hander Kev-
in Gausman and/or Bundy is truly ready 
to become a top-of-the-rotation starting 
pitcher.”

In fact, those scenarios start seeming 
realistic enough that your only fear for 
the Orioles is closer Zach Britton is really 
good. That’s not a typo. If Britton is only 
really good this season that’s problematic, 
because he was perfect in 2016. Just being 
“really good” would actually cost the Ori-
oles a few wins they can’t really afford to 
part with. 

So are they better? No. On paper, the 
Orioles aren’t any better at all this season 
and expecting a World Series run doesn’t 
make much sense. But they’re good 
enough to think that if enough things go 
reasonably better, they could be.  
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 WALKS/RACES

FEB. 25 -- TRI TO HELP
Seasoned triathletes and first-timers can compete to 

raise the most sponsors, which funds epilepsy research 

at the Johns Hopkins Epilepsy Center. To register, visit  

stroupkidsforkids.org/md.

MARCH 12 -- UNDER ARMOUR ST. 
PATRICK’S DAY SHAMROCK 5K 
Grab your green and run through Baltimore City for the 

Under Armour Shamrock 5K before finishing at Power Plant 

Live! for an epic after party. The race sells out fast, so register 

early. To register, visit runsignup.com/Race/MD/Baltimore/

UnderArmourStPatricksDayShamrock5K.

APRIL 1 -- FOXHOUND 5K
The St. James Academy Foxhound 5K and Family Fun 

Run/Walk benefits Paul’s Place to improve the quality of 

lives in southwest Baltimore communities. To register, visit  

charmcityrun.com.

APRIL 2 -- RED SHOE SHUFFLE 5K 
Wear red to show your support for the Ronald McDonald 

House Family Fun Walk to benefit the Ronald McDonald 

House Charities of Baltimore. To register, visit  

redshoeshuffle.org/shuffle-details/. 

APRIL 2 -- WALK FOR WISHES
Join this community-wide celebration and use your superpow-

ers to grant the wishes of local kids battling life-threatening 

medical conditions and support Make-A-Wish Mid-Atlantic, 

Inc. The walk is from 7:30-11 a.m. at the Maryland Zoo in 

Baltimore. To register, visit midatlanticwalkforwishes.org/

htmlcontent.asp?cid=674848. 

APRIL 8 -- SOLE OF THE CITY 10K
Join the Under Armour Sole of the City, and run the streets of 

Baltimore and finish at Charm City Run McHenry Row. For 

more details, visit b3baltimore.com/. 

APRIL 23 -- REACHOUT AND RUN 5K 
The race will raise funds for HopeWell Cancer Foundation 

programs to support those affected by cancer. It will be held 

at Goucher College from 8:30-11:30 a.m. For more information, 

visit facebook.com/events/201281747003399/. 

APRIL 30 -- BRIGANCE BRIGADE 5.7K
Celebrate ALS Awareness Month and the 10th anniversary of 

founder O.J. Brigance’s ALS diagnosis at the fourth annual 

charity event. Races will honor former Baltimore Ravens 

special teams captain O.J. Brigance’s jersey number (57) 

-- a timed 5.7K run, a 1.57-mile family run/walk and a Kid’s 

Fun Run for youth ages 8 and younger. A Celebration Village 

with food, beverages, music and a Kid’s Fun Zone will follow 

the races. For more information, visit brigancebrigade.org/

brigance-brigade-foundation-5.7k.

APRIL 30 -- ADAM THOMPSON 5K
Race to honor the memory of Adam Thompson, a first-year 

Harford Community College student who was killed in an 

automobile accident in 2011. Proceeds from the race will 

benefit scholarships supporting students attending Harford 

Community College. The race starts at 8 a.m., and partici-

pants may run as individuals or organize themselves as part 

of a team. Online registration is available in advance at  

harford.edu/adam. For more information, call 443-412-2449.

APRIL 30 -- FLASHBACK 5K
The Junior League of Baltimore Flashback 5K race will raise 

funds for the Junior League of Baltimore’s community proj-

ects that focus on healthy families and healthy communities. 

The race will be held at Foundry Row in Owings Mills from 

9 a.m.-noon, followed by a post-race festival that includes a 

vendor fair, music and a costume contest. Participants are 

encouraged to run in their favorite 1980s- or 1990s-inspired 

workout gear. To register, visit raceentry.com/races/ 

5th-annual-flashback-5k/2017/register.

 BASEBALL/SOFTBALL 

BLUE DEVIL UMPIRE ASSOCIATION
New baseball umpires are needed to officiate in Baltimore, 

Carroll and Fredrick counties. No experience is necessary. 

Email Bob Frank at lawyerfrank@comcast.net or call 410-493-

7011, or contact Larry Silverman at Bluedevilumps@comcast.net 

or call 410-484-2118.

FAST PITCH
U14 and U16 Dynasty Prime fast-pitch softball teams are 

looking for committed players and families for the upcom-

ing spring/summer season. Games are played in local and 

national tournaments and showcases. Players participate 

in year-round workouts and practice in Prime Sportsplex 

in Glen Arm. Visit Dpdynasty.com or email Coach Denny at 

dpdsoftball@gmail.com.

ADULT BASEBALL
Join the Eastern Baltimore County over-40 baseball league, 

which plays with wood bats on 90-foot diamonds. Players of 

all skill levels are encouraged to visit over40baseball.org or 

call Mike Lockett at 410-446-0443.

COCKEYSVILLE RECREATION
For updates about baseball registration for the Cockeysville 

Recreation Center, visit cockeysvillereccouncil.org or call  

410-887-7734.

MUSEUM OF NEGRO LEAGUES 
BASEBALL
Visit the Hubert V. Simmons Museum of Negro Leagues 

Baseball at the Owings Mills Metro Centre. The museum is 

named after Bert Simmons, who played for the Baltimore 

Elite Giants. The museum is open daily, and admission is 

free. Volunteers are always welcome. For more information, 

visit smnlbinc.org.

BASEBALL CARD SHOW
A sports card and memorabilia show to benefit Monsignor 

Slade Catholic School will be held at Monsignor Slade 

Catholic School in Glen Burnie from 8 a.m.-2:30 p.m. March 

11. For more details, call Leo at 443-416-6447.

MASON-DIXON UMPIRES ASSOCIATION
The MDUA is looking for new high school baseball umpires in 

Baltimore. No experience is necessary. Email James Byrd at 

jbyrd0062@comcast.net or call 410-294-5257. 

AL KALINE DOCUMENTARY
Have a story or picture of Hall of Fame outfielder Al 

Kaline? If so, executive producer Stephen Johnson is work-

ing on a documentary and wants to hear from you. Email  

baltimoresandlots@yahoo.com.

 LACROSSE/SQUASH

FEB. 19-20 -- LAX SHOOT-OUT
There will be lots of action at the LAX Shoot-Out at Du Burns 

Arena. For more information, visit mascomsports.com.

BALTIMORE CITY YOUTH LACROSSE
The Baltimore Youth Lacrosse League is registering for 

the spring 2017 season. This in-house league is open to all 

kids ages 4-13 and practices two days a week with games 

on weekends. For more information, call 443-863-8377, email  

baltimoreyouthlax@gmail.com or visit baltimoreyouthlax.com.

SQUASH
SquashWise provides incentives for middle school students 

to excel academically, athletically and socially, as well as the 

opportunity to compete in local and national squash tourna-

ments. No squash experience is necessary to become a tutor. 

Visit baltimoresquashwise.org to make your tax-deductible 

donation. To make equipment donations and/or become a 

volunteer tutor, email abbym@baltimoresquashwise.org.

 SOCCER/RUGBY

MIGHTY KICKS PUP LEAGUE
The Pup League provides year-round soccer training for boys 

and girls of all abilities ages 2-7. It’s designed to build motor 

skills, self-confidence and basic techniques. Ongoing pro-

grams are available around Baltimore. For more information, 

visit mightykicksbaltimore.com.

RUGBY
The Baltimore-Chesapeake Rugby Club, the region’s only 

Division I men’s rugby club, is looking for experienced play-

ers or those new to the game. For more information, email  

baltimorechesapeakerugby@gmail.com or visit baltimorerugby.net.

CELTIC SOCCER CLUB
Tryouts for the Celtic Soccer Club are for boys ages 6-18 and 

girls 6-12. Registration and additional information are avail-

able at baltimoreceltic.com.

 COMMUNITY BEAT
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SPRING SOCCER LEAGUE 
This league offers separate boys and girls divisional league 

play on Sundays in March, April and May for a six-game sea-

son. Play starts the last Sunday in March and runs through 

the end of May. Register by Feb. 19 at cmsasoccer.com.

  FOOTBALL

MARCH 11 -- ED BLOCK COURAGE 
AWARDS
The 39th Annual Ed Block Courage Awards is located at the 

Renaissance Baltimore Harborplace Hotel, which boasts an 

unbeatable waterfront location in the city’s bustling Inner 

Harbor. Doors open at 5 p.m., with an autograph session, 

auctions, dinner and beverages included in the ticket price. 

The program will begin at 7 p.m. with introductions of the 

2016 Ed Block Courage Award recipient class. For more infor-

mation or tickets, visit edblock.org.

APRIL 1 -- JOIN THE RAVENS’ BAND 
Become part of the Baltimore Ravens’ game-day experi-

ence by joining Baltimore’s Marching Ravens. Open audi-

tions at M&T Bank Stadium. Visit baltimoreravens.com/ 

marchingravens.

BALTIMORE TERPS YOUTH
Games are open to all players ages 4-14, regardless of weight 

or skill level. The games provide a platform for participants to 

play the proper position for their body size while also ensur-

ing their success as they move on to high school and beyond. 

To register, visit baltimoreterps.com or call 443-863-TERP.

  OTHER ACTIVITIES

FEB. 25 -- LIVING THE DREAM GALA
Support efforts at the Zaching Against Cancer Foundation for 

cancer patients and their caregivers through greatly needed 

funds, services, scholarships and more. The event takes place at 

M&T Bank Stadium and features food, an open bar, music and 

a live and silent auction with great sports memorabilia. To regis-

ter, visit zachingagainstcancer.org or call 443-864-4246.

DUCKPIN BOWLING 
There are openings for youth duckpin-bowling leagues for ages 

3-21 at various duckpin centers in Baltimore. Most programs run 

Saturday mornings and include bowling, shoe rental and coaching. 

For more information, visit ndya.org, call Stacy Karten at 410-356-

0936 or “Like” duckpin bowling at facebook.com/theduckpinnews.

BABE RUTH MUSEUM
The improved Babe Ruth Birthplace Museum has reopened 

right next to Camden Yards. Babe Ruth’s legacy shaped the 

sports and American life we live now. Consider making a tax-

deductible donation. Visit baberuthmuseum.org/donate or call 

410-727-1539, ext. 3012.

BALTIMORE FITNESS ACADEMY
BMoreFit’s goal is to reduce childhood obesity throughout the 

Baltimore metropolitan area by educating and mentoring urban 

youth with targeted programs for improved health, fitness and 

nutrition. For more details, visit bmorefit.org.

HOMESCHOOL SPORTS
Baltimore-area homeschooled boys and girls in grades six-12 

interested in playing interscholastic sports like soccer, volleyball 

and baseball can register for the upcoming school season. For 

more information or to register, email chensports@verizon.net.

BICYCLE REPAIR
As a cooperative bicycle shop, visitors can work on a donated 

bike, use tools to fix a broken bike or buy ready-to-ride second-

hand bikes. Volunteer staff will provide assistance. For details, 

visit velocipedebikeproject.org. 

MARYLAND OFFICIALS CLUB
Interested in becoming a high school swimming official in the 

Baltimore-Anne Arundel area? Experience as a competitive 

swimmer or coach at the high school, college or masters level 

-- or prior experience officiating -- is strongly preferred. Email 

mdcommish@comcast.net or call Mike Connors at 410-653-7307.

go to 
PressBoxOnline.com/community

and give us the 
details about 
your upcoming 
sporting event.

•  LIST YOUR  • 

UPCOMING EVENT



outh Carroll senior wres-
tler Joey Thomas doesn’t 
like to brag about his 
accomplishments. To 
many who know him, 
Thomas is just a typi-
cal teenager walking the 

halls of his high school.
But his reserved demeanor belies his re-

sume on the wrestling mat. 
When Thomas ends his high school career 

in March, he will be considered one of the 
most accomplished athletes in Maryland his-
tory, regardless of sport. He’s won two Mary-
land Public Secondary School state champi-
onships, placed third in another and hasn’t 
lost a match since his freshman year. 

On Jan. 13, when Thomas pinned Liam 
Handel from Bullis Prep while competing at 
126 pounds, he won his 176th career match, 
making him the winningest public high school 

wrestler in state history. Barring an injury or 
a seismic dip in form, not only will Thomas 
finish his career with the most wins, but he’ll 
be in first by some distance.

“I think it’s more of an accomplishment 
than winning a state title. It’s so hard to even 
have the opportunity to get there,” Thomas 
said. “I had two state titles under my belt, but 
compared to those, I think the record is my 
biggest accomplishment.”

That Thomas was able to reach that mile-
stone doesn’t shock South Carroll wrestling 
head coach Bryan Hamper, as the coach is 
unsure there will ever be another student like 
Thomas to compete for the Cavaliers’ pro-
gram.

It’s quite the statement considering South 
Carroll has one of the proudest wrestling tra-
ditions in Maryland, though the Cavaliers 
have enjoyed their best run with Thomas 
on the team. South Carroll has won three 
straight MPSSAA 2A/1A state champion-
ships and, once again, looks to be in the mix 
to win it this year.

“Joey is one of those kids from day one 
who came in ready to wrestle and compete for 
state titles. It’s rare for a 14-year-old to come 
in with that mentality of winning right away,” 
Hamper said. “He sets a high standard and 
continues to raise it. The thing about Joey is 
that he brings everyone up with him because 
everyone tries to mirror him. It’s no coinci-
dence we’ve won state titles every year he’s 
been here. He’s been a crucial part of that 
success.”

Wrestling runs in Thomas’ family.
His grandfather and father, both also 

named Joe, were standout prep wrestlers 
before competing at the collegiate level. The 
eldest Thomas won an Atlantic Coast Con-
ference championship in 1958 with Maryland, 
while the second Joe Thomas competed at 
McDaniel.

Thomas started wrestling in competitions 
in fourth grade, winning a couple state cham-
pionship competitions for his age group in 
fifth grade. That year, he also began to com-
pete at the national level and, as an eighth-
grader, placed eighth at the Vaughan Cadet 
& Junior Nationals freestyle high school 
championships in Fargo, N.D. -- one of the 
elite wrestling tournaments in the country.

There was a slight problem when Thom-
as entered high school though -- he was too 
slight. Consistently weighing in the range of 
88-94 pounds, Thomas would routinely give 
up a decent amount of weight to opponents 
while competing in the 106-pound weight 
class.

Thomas thrived anyway, finishing his sea-

son with a 44-4 record and placing third at the 
MPSSAA state tournament. It was a some-
what disappointing result for Thomas, who 
had hoped to win a state title that season, but 
he still credits that year with being one of the 
most important in his wrestling career.

“Always wrestling at a lighter weight in-
fluenced me by boosting my confidence way 
up,” Thomas said. “If I’m beating people who 
are 20 pounds heavier than me, then I can’t 
expect it being worse when I get to the same 
weight as them.”

To Hamper, wrestling at a much lighter 
weight than his opponents helped Thomas 
hone in on his technique.

“Initially in high school, Joey was more 
of a strategy-type wrestler to avoid getting 
into difficult positions with heavier wrestlers. 
Technique-wise, he had to be close to perfect 
to compete, and he went up another level as 
a result,” Hamper said. “Now when Joey com-
petes, it looks effortless. He flows from move 
to move, his transitions are excellent.”

Thomas didn’t have to wait to gain more 
weight to win a state title, though. During 
his sophomore season, he won a title in the 
106-pound weight class and finished 48-0, all 
while weighing around 91-96 pounds.

Fitting his personality, Thomas’ celebra-
tion was subdued.

“I expected to win the state champion-
ship, so I didn’t really celebrate,” Thomas 
said. “After winning it, I was thinking immedi-
ately about getting better because nationals 
were in two weeks.”

Not only has Thomas thrived within 
Maryland during high school but on the na-
tional stage as well; however, he did his best 
work as a junior. Last year, Thomas placed 
fourth in the National High School Coaches 
Association’s national tournament in Virginia 
Beach at the 116-pound weight class. He’s 
also continued to compete at the freestyle na-
tional tournament in Fargo, finishing fifth in 
the 113-pound weight class last year.

That success, plus another undefeated 
season at 53-0 and a MPSSAA state champi-
onship at 113 pounds as a junior, made him 
a blue-chip college prospect. Thomas eventu-
ally landed on University of Pittsburgh, a pro-
gram that is consistently in the NCAA’s top 
25 and has a history of producing excellent 
lightweight wrestlers.

Though the wrestling program was a big 
component of Thomas’ college process, he 
also looked at the big picture.

“I tried to find the place I was most com-
fortable with,” he said. “I like living in cities, 
and Pitt offers that. Also, academically, I want 
to pursue physical therapy, and they have a 
great program there. I’m definitely excited for 
the competition element of it. There are no 
easy matches at D-1, and that’s what I enjoy 
-- wrestling the best.”

Thomas also hopes to one day be the best 
in the country. In college, he hopes to become 
an All-American and win a national title by 
his senior year. 

To Hamper, the big goals Thomas is set-
ting for himself are within reach. 

“He has a ton of potential, and he’s go-
ing to a program that’s going to make him 
better if he continues to have the mindset 
of improving every day,” Hamper said. “He 
has the ability to make major waves at a high 
level in college. I truly believe we haven’t seen 
the best Joey Thomas yet.” 

South Carroll Wrestler Joey 
Thomas Looks To Continue 
Illustrious Career In College 
  Wick Eisenberg

S

 VARSITY REPORT

40  |    |  february 2017

w
ic

k
 e

is
e

n
b

e
r

g
/p

r
e

ss
b

o
x

Joey Thomas



inters Mill High School wrestler Hunt-
er Lowe was named the U.S. Army Im-
pact Player of the Month for January.

Lowe, a junior who predominately 
competes in the 182-pound weight 
class, is the first recipient of the award 
from Carroll County. He was nominat-

ed by his coach, who also happens to be his father, John 
Lowe.

John said his son’s enthusiasm for community in-
volvement played a role in the nomination. 

“Hunter is a mentor to disadvantaged youth at 
Cranberry Station Elementary School in Westminster. 
He served there each week during the fall football sea-
son,” John wrote in his nomination. “This month, Hunt-
er served in multiple capacities as our program hosted 
the Maryland State Wrestling Association’s ‘Future 
Champions Series Tournament.’  Hunter spent over 14 
hours either setting up or breaking down floor mats, 
scoring tables, and [working] the concession stand.”

Hunter’s involvement at the Future Champions Se-
ries Tournament did not stop there. 

While handing out medals, Hunter’s confident and 
respectful manner was on display when the mother of 
a young wrestler came to argue her son’s place in the 
tournament. Believing there was a mistake with the 
scoring process, the mother spoke with Hunter, think-
ing her son actually deserved a gold or silver medal, not 
the bronze one he’d been given.

“Hunter had to politely explain the rules of scoring 
and how her son had actually earned a bronze medal.  
He was courteous, patient, and the family left with the 
appropriate medal and no hard feelings,” John said. “I 
have a number of coaches in my program, and hardly 
any of them could have handled those situations so 
smoothly. The fact that a 16-year-old was able to do so 
makes it even more impressive.”

The manner in which Hunter was able to handle that 
difficult situation doesn’t come as a shock to Scott To-
bias, who coached Hunter in freshman and JV football.

“Hunter is a young man with outstanding charac-
ter. He’s upbeat and doesn’t show emotion during the 
highs and lows of a contest,” Tobias said. “A complete 
team player, he is a bright, coachable young man who 
accepts constructive criticism.”

Hunter also isn’t afraid to take on new challenges. 
Last spring, he decided to join Winters Mill’s outdoor 
track team as a runner. Word of Hunter’s interest 
quickly spread to track coach Dan Replogle.

“Most important was how highly [other students] 
spoke of him and how positive they were about his join-
ing. I found them to be correct,” Replogle said. “One 
of Hunter’s greatest attributes was how seamlessly 

and quickly he fit in with our team.  He’s very likeable, 
friendly and quick to smile.” 

In addition to being a three-sport athlete, Hunter 
likes to be challenged in the classroom. He’s currently 
enrolled in four AP-level classes this semester and is a 
member of the National Art Honor Society.

To Tobias, who is also Hunter’s engineering teacher, 
it’s his commitment in the classroom that makes him 
an exemplary example for his peers.

“He is a good student who does not complete assign-
ments ‘just for a grade.’ He seems genuinely interested 
and intrigued by the content of the course. He is a good-

natured young man,” Tobias said. “Hunter is a true 
definition of a student-athlete. He maintains a rigorous 
course load while competing in multiple sports.” 

  Wick Eisenberg

Hunter Lowe Named U.S. Army 
Impact Player Of The Month

W

The Impact Player of the Month 

award is given to an individual 

who has impacted 

his or her team in a positive way,  

both on and off the field.
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Hunter and John Lowe
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Geppi’s Entertainment Museum is a pop culture shrine, a tribute to the exciting
 characters, toys and experiences that have shaped our past and our present.

Whether you’re looking for a gateway to history or a place to hold
 an amazing family or corporate event, you’ll find it at GEM!

Action Comics #1 
The first appearance

of Superman The original, hand-made 
G.I. Joe prototype

Do You Want a Party
 of Historic Proportions?

Do You Want a Party
 of Historic Proportions?

Located in Baltimore’s historic Camden Yards sports complex,
right across the street from the Baltimore Convention Center

and immediately next door to Oriole Park! 

To make your party a night to remember, 
contact: Nadja Martens, Sales Manager – Events

Phone: (410) 625-7063
Email: mnadja@geppismuseum.com

www.GeppisMuseum.com
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Westland 
Management 

Group
Ravens Roost 15 Latino Provider 

Network

9
LifeBridge Health American Heart 

Association

Hatzalah of 
Baltimore

Catch A Lift Fund LifeBridge Health
American Institute 

for Cancer 
Research

  
Cal Ripken, Sr. 

Foundation

Greyhound Pets 
of America/ 
MD Chapter

The Ruskey 
Family
KidsPeace

YUHAS 
GROUP

Preservation 
Maryland

3
Law Office of  

Joseph P. Kempler

Juvenile Diabetes 
Research Foundation

St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital

Thomas Lambros 
Memorial 

 Scholarship Fund

.com

Relive the Memories
SchulteAuctions

KidsPeace

 
Johns Hopkins 

Children’s Center 
Pediatric Oncology

American Heart 
Association

Associated  
Jewish Charities

ZERO Prostate 
Cancer Challenge Defenders of 

Animal Rights
American Heart 

Association

5   
Cal Ripken, Sr. 

Foundation
Team Up For 1 Hampden Family 

Center

Himmelrich 
Associates

Big Brothers Big 
Sisters

Believe in Tomorrow
Jubilee Arts Johns Hopkins 

Children’s Center

Johns Hopkins 
Children’s Center

St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital ShareBaby

* No company or person may enter this pool to win prize money directly. All proceeds will be awarded to the charities in the names of the companies or persons purchasing the winning boxes.

PressBox says thanks to those who have teamed up with us  
and our friends at Chesapeake Urology and Associates to make the big game  

on Feb. 5, 2017 pay off for some great local charities. 

The winners of each of the first three quarters and the final score 
(in rare cases of a tie at the end of regulation), whose numbers match the last digit  

of each team’s score, will each win $3,000 for the charity of their choice.
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brought to you by

Baltimore Sports. Period.
PressBoxOnline.comPressBoxOnline.comPressBoxOnline.com



For great deals visit

See dealer for details.

Every new 2017 Rav4 comes standard with Toyota Safety Sense™ (TSS-P)1, an advanced suite of active 
safety technology. Because the best way to address safety is through technology that can help prevent 
collisions in the first place. Learn more at Toyota.com/safety-sense.

1DRIVERS SHOULD ALWAYS BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR OWN SAFE DRIVING. PLEASE ALWAYS PAY ATTENTION TO YOUR SURROUNDINGS AND DRIVE SAFELY. DEPENDING ON THE CONDITIONS OF ROADS, VEHICLES, WEATHER, ETC., THE SYSTEM(S) MAY NOT WORK AS INTENDED. SEE 
OWNER’S MANUAL FOR DETAILS. 2THE TSS PRE-COLLISION SYSTEM IS DESIGNED TO HELP AVOID OR REDUCE THE CRASH SPEED AND DAMAGE IN CERTAIN FRONTAL COLLISIONS ONLY. IT NOT A SUBSTITUTE FOR SAFE AND ATTENTIVE DRIVING. SYSTEM EFFECTIVENESS DEPENDS 
ON MANY FACTORS, SUCH AS SPEED, DRIVER INPUT AND ROAD CONDITIONS. 3DYNAMIC RADAR CRUISE CONTROL IS DESIGNED TO ASSIST THE DRIVER AND IS NOT A SUBSTITUTE FOR SAFE AND ATTENTIVE DRIVING PRACTICES. SYSTEM EFFECTIVENESS DEPENDS ON MANY FACTORS, 
SUCH AS WEATHER, TRAFFIC AND ROAD CONDITIONS. 4LANE DEPARTURE ALERT WITH STEERING ASSIST IS DESIGNED TO READ LANE MARKERS UNDER CERTAIN CONDITIONS. IT PROVIDES A VISUAL AND AUDIBLE ALERT AND SLIGHT STEERING FORCE WHEN LANE DEPARTURE IS 
DETECTED. IT IS NOT A COLLISION-AVOIDANCE SYSTEM OR A SUBSTITUTE FOR SAFE AND ATTENTIVE DRIVING. EFFECTIVENESS DEPENDS ON MANY FACTORS. 5AUTOMATIC HIGH BEAMS OPERATE AT SPEEDS ABOVE 25 MPH. FACTORS SUCH AS DIRTY WINDSHIELD, WEATHER, LIGHTING 
& TERRAIN LIMIT EFFECTIVENESS REQUIRING DRIVER TO MANUALLY OPERATE THE HIGH BEAMS. SEE OWNER’S MANUAL FOR ALL TSS DETAILS.

Pre-Collision System with  
Pedestrian Detection Function2

Dynamic Radar Cruise Control3

Lane Departure Alert4

Automatic High Beams5 


