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PREPARES FOR HIS FIRST DRAFT AS RAVENS GM  
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2019 ORIOLES PROMOTIONS2019 ORIOLES PROMOTIONS

S C H E D U L E  S U B J E C T  T O  C H A N G E .

KIDS RUN THE BASES
PRESENTED BY WEIS MARKETS • POSTGAME, ALL KIDS AGES 4 -14
CELEBRATE SUNDAYS IN BIRDLAND WITH YOUR FAMILY 
AND BRING YOUR KIDS’ MAJOR LEAGUE DREAMS TO LIFE.

ORIOLES W.B. MASON DELIVERY TRUCK 
FIRST 7,500 FANS 14 & UNDER 

ORIOLES SHERPA BLANKET
FIRST 20,000 FANS 15 & OVER

ORIOLES T-SHIRT
FIRST 20,000 FANS 15 & OVERSE

PT
EM
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R 8

21

22

FRIDAY FIREWORKS & MUSIC
POSTGAME, ALL FANS

ORIOLES CAP
PRESENTED BY DAP • FIRST 20,000 FANS 15 & OVER 

30TH ANNIVERSARY ’89 “WHY NOT?” REUNION
ALL FANS

’89 “WHY NOT?” T-SHIRT
FIRST 20,000 FANS 15 & OVER

FRIDAY FIREWORKS & MUSIC
POSTGAME, ALL FANS

DASHBOARD HULA BIRD
FIRST 20,000 FANS 15 & OVER

FRIDAY FIREWORKS & MUSIC
POSTGAME, ALL FANS

AU
GU

ST

2

4

9

10

23

FRIDAY FIREWORKS & MUSIC
PRESENTED BY THE HARTFORD • POSTGAME, ALL FANS

BIRDLAND HAWAIIAN SHIRT 
PRESENTED BY E-ZPASS MARYLAND • FIRST 30,000 FANS 15 & OVER 

BROOKS ROBINSON BOBBLEHEAD 
FIRST 25,000 FANS 15 & OVER  

HOT DOG RACE T-SHIRTS
FIRST 20,000 FANS 15 & OVER

FRIDAY FIREWORKS & MUSIC
POSTGAME, ALL FANS

EXCLUSIVE ORIOLES CARD PACK
PRESENTED BY TOPPS  • ALL FANS
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16
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19

21

ORIOLES RETRO SUNGLASSES
FIRST 20,000 FANS 15 & OVER

CRAB HAT
FIRST 20,000 FANS 15 & OVER

FRIDAY FIREWORKS & MUSIC
POSTGAME, ALL FANS

FIELD OF DREAMS™ MOVIE NIGHT
POSTGAME, ALL FANS

FATHER’S DAY FEDORA
FIRST 20,000 FANS 18 & OVER

HALFWAY TO CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION
ALL FANS

ORIOLE BIRD NUTCRACKER
FIRST 20,000 FANS 15 & OVER

ORIOLES FLOPPY HAT
PRESENTED BY MILLER LITE • FIRST 20,000 FANS 21 & OVER 

FRIDAY FIREWORKS & MUSIC
PRESENTED BY MARYLAND CREDIT UNIONS • POSTGAME, ALL FANS

ORIOLES MARYLAND FLAG REPLICA JERSEY
PRESENTED BY MORGAN STATE UNIVERSITY • FIRST 30,000 FANS 15 & OVER
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ORIOLES TOTE BAG
PRESENTED BY MLB NETWORK • FIRST 20,000 FANS 15 & OVER AP

R 20

STAR WARS™ NIGHT BB-8 BEANIE 
FIRST 20,000 FANS 15 & OVER 

YOUTH BASEBALL & SOFTBALL DAY
PRESENTED BY NIKE • PRE-REGISTERED YOUTH TEAMS

A LEAGUE OF THEIR OWN™ MOVIE NIGHT
PRESENTED BY UNITED CONCORDIA • POSTGAME, ALL FANS

“THERE’S NO CRYING IN BASEBALL” T-SHIRT
FIRST 20,000 FANS 15 & OVER 

MOTHER’S DAY INFINITY BRACELET
FIRST 20,000 FANS 18 & OVER 

WEATHER DAY
PRESENTED BY WJZ-TV • PRE-REGISTERED STUDENTS

ORIOLES OUTDOOR PINT GLASSES (SET OF 2)
PRESENTED BY SAM ADAMS • FIRST 20,000 FANS 21 & OVER

’54 RETRO BIRD T-SHIRT
FIRST 20,000 FANS 15 & OVER
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WAVE HIM BYE-BYE
LONGTIME ORIOLES RADIO NETWORK PLAY-BY-PLAY VOICE JOE ANGEL KICKED OFF HIS RETIREMENT BY THROWING OUT THE FIRST PITCH AT THE ORIOLES' HOME OPENER 

APRIL 4. "I'M GRATEFUL TO THE CITY OF BALTIMORE, WHO ACCEPTED ME, AND THE ORIOLES, WHO TOOK ME BACK A COUPLE OF TIMES," ANGEL TOLD PRESSBOX IN 

FEBRUARY AFTER ANNOUNCING THE END OF HIS 42-YEAR BROADCASTING CAREER, WHICH INCLUDED 19 YEARS (1988-1990, 1992 AND 2004-2018) WITH THE ORIOLES.

OF THE MONTH

FOLLOW THE ORIOLES ALL SEASON AT PRESSBOXONLINE.COM/BASEBALL

ORIOLESC O V E R A G E

FOLLOW THE ORIOLES ALL SEASON AT PRESSBOXONLINE.COM/BASEBALL
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atching the NCAA men’s 
basketball tournament 
has changed quite a bit for 
me the past eight years, 
since Mark Turgeon be-
came the head coach at 
Maryland.

Watching the teams 
that scratch, claw and figure a way to get into 
the Sweet 16 and then go deep in the Tourna-
ment, I have calmly -- and way less passion-
ately than during the Lefty Driesell and Gary 
Williams eras -- come to a fairly firm conclu-
sion that Turgeon is incapable of matching 
wits with the sport’s best coaches and win-
ning at crunch time.

Admittedly, what I don’t like about Tur-
geon and the evolution of his men’s basketball 
program in College Park, Md., is far different 
from when I soured on Williams at a similar 
point in his tenure.

With Williams, my problems were much 
more about his abrasive style with the media 
and the notion that he would never recruit the 
necessary talent to win a national champion-
ship. While he proved me wrong to an extent, 
with an NCAA title during the 2001-02 season, 
his lack of success after winning his champi-
onship was head-scratching. Since that title 
run in 2002, the Terps have not gotten past a 
Sweet 16 matchup.

That’s not a problem of short duration; 
Maryland hasn’t gotten past the Sweet 16 for 
17 seasons. Keep in mind that since Mary-
land beat Indiana for its one crown, the Terps 
have failed to make it to the Big Dance eight 
times. That means nine trips to the Tourna-

ment. Maryland failed to get out of the first 
round once, didn’t get past the second round 
six other times and fell in the Sweet 16 twice. 
That is not what we grew up being excited 
and passionate about. 

So, you’ll pardon me for getting right to 
brass tacks in my perception of Turgeon as a 
coach and how athletic director Damon Ev-
ans must take the bull by the horns. I’ll steal 
the quote about insanity that is attributed to 
Albert Einstein: “The definition of insanity is 
doing the same thing over and over again and 
expecting different results.”

Turgeon was given an eight-year contract 
by then-athletic director Kevin Anderson 
to leave his job at Texas A&M and come to 
College Park. The cupboard Williams left him 
was pretty bare, so it wasn’t a huge surprise 
Turgeon had to dig deep to keep a couple of 
Williams’ kids on board and fill out the rest of 
the roster.

But we’ve watched this same movie sea-
son after season. Turgeon is now eight years 
in, a fair enough length of time to assess what 
we have in the leader of our state team.

Turgeon’s winning percentage -- .662, just 
in between Driesell’s .686 and Williams’ .647 -- 
isn’t the issue. Of course, all the great coaches 
basically play 10-14 games against lesser-tier 
teams to build their squad’s resume and get 
past 20 victories for a place in the Tourna-
ment.

The reason Turgeon is making close to 
$2.75 million a season isn’t to win 70 percent of 
his games. It’s to win about half of his games 
against power teams in conference and non-
conference play. It’s also part of a big-time 
coach’s directive to win occasionally on a 
ranked opponent's home court.

Turgeon’s victory against Iowa Feb. 19 was 
his first road victory against a ranked team. 
He is 1-19 in such matchups. That’s just unac-
ceptable.

The easiest and most prudent thing for 
Evans to do would be to shake hands and 
part ways with Turgeon. But there’s the little 
matter of a four-year extension Anderson 
gave Turgeon back in October 2016, which 
keeps Turgeon on the Terps’ bench through 
the 2022-23 season. 

And I do mean it keeps him on the Terps’ 
bench. That new deal also gave no wiggle 
room or leverage to the university; there are 
no provisions for a buyout of the contract.

So what’s an athletic director to do? 
In the case of Evans, it’s really this simple. 

You call in Turgeon for a little heart-to-heart 
talk. You explain to him that while you know 
and he knows he’s going to be here through 
a point that’s a lot closer to the end of this 
contract, you have the ability to insist on one 
major change to his coaching staff.

Evans has every right to do this. Turgeon’s 
teams play offense at such a fundamental 
level, simply because there is no master plan 
of how to beat opponents. The Terps have 
struggled with turnovers, sloppiness and long 
scoring droughts throughout Turgeon’s ten-
ure. There’s no shame in bringing someone in 
to help out the offense.

It’s really that simple. Evans needs to push 
for the basketball equivalent of an offensive 
coordinator to take the pressure off Turgeon 
before the attrition of interest in the program 
gets to the level of indifference.

The times call for a drastic play call by 
Maryland’s athletic director to get the pro-
gram back to an elite level. •
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BC’s “American Ninja Warrior,” a show 
that pits competitors against chal-
lenging obstacle courses across the 
country, is coming to Baltimore for the 
second time in the show’s history.

Baltimore’s Rash Field is one of six 
competition sites leading up to the fi-
nals in Las Vegas in the 11th season of 

ANW. The last time ANW hosted competitions at Rash 
Field was during the show’s fifth season in 2013, when bad 
weather conspired to rob the event of its full potential.

“I’ll tell you what, it definitely wasn’t as easy as it 
could have been ... because the temperature was proba-
bly in the mid-30s and a breeze right off the water there 
on the Inner Harbor made for a heck of a night, I’m 
going to tell you that right now,” said Joe Moravsky, a 
veteran of the show who placed second in Baltimore in 
2013. “It was cold, and my family was not happy.”

Baltimore will get a second chance when ANW films 
at Rash Field April 28-29, and the final product will air 
on NBC later in the year. Hopeful competitors send in 
applications -- which include a video submission -- to 
the show in order to try to secure a spot in one of the 
competitions leading up to Vegas. Those picked to com-
pete in Baltimore were notified of their selection about 
a month ahead of the competition. Moravsky, a meteo-
rologist from Connecticut, was among those picked to 
compete in Baltimore.

ANW staff will arrive at Rash Field about a week 

ahead of filming to set up an obstacle course designed 
to test competitors’ athleticism, strength, endurance 
and willpower; a nearly 15-foot warped wall and water 
tanks are among the more recognizable parts of the 
course. The show will also set up lighting for filming.

Filming will begin the evening of April 28 once the 
lights take full effect. The first night is for the city qual-
ifying event, and the second night is for the city finals. 
Typically, about 15 competitors move on from each city 
to the national finals in Vegas. Moravsky’s Baltimore 
finals run from 2013 has been viewed more than 260,000 
times on YouTube, but other competitors have briefer 
on-air appearances.

“I was shown, but it was brief because it was only 
two obstacles and I face-planted into the water on the 
second one,” joked Tony Torres, the owner of Alternate 
Routes Gym in White Marsh, Md., who competed in the 
Baltimore finals in 2013. “I was actually ‘Papa John’s 
Wipeout Warrior of the Night’ back when Papa John’s 
used to sponsor the show.”

Alternate Routes Gym is just one of the Ninja War-
rior and Parkour gyms in the Baltimore area that have 
seen their popularity grow along with the show; Torres 
said his gym is most active during the spring and sum-
mer -- the same time the show is on. 

“As the show premiers, I’ll get tons of families com-
ing out,” Torres said. “... People are like, ‘I wonder if 
there’s anything like that near me.’ They’ll Google it, 
and then they come out and the kids will have a blast 

with the parents, so it’s something that everybody can 
kind of do together.”

The sense of family and togetherness is a consistent 
theme among the ninja community at local gyms.

“It’s just fun, that’s all it is,” said Alex Moseley, who 
works out at Alternate Routes Gym and applied to be on 
ANW this season. “... I come here, I want to jump around, 
I want to play around. I just happen to be exercising as 
I do that. As I’m having fun, just jumping around with a 
bunch of friends, it’s great community here.”

Scott Morrison owns Kinetic Ninja Warrior gym in 
Bel Air, Md., and took part in the Miami qualifier dur-
ing ANW’s fourth season. The northeast U.S. is already 
one of the strongest ninja regions in the U.S., according 
to Morrison, but avoiding a repeat of 2013, when rain 
forced the city qualifier and final to be run back to back 
rather than on different nights, would be ideal for Bal-
timore.

“The previous experience in Baltimore was a little 
bit rough, and I’m certain that a lot of ninjas are hoping 
that we can kind of redeem ourselves,” Morrison said. 
“... Hopefully Baltimore this year will be a much bet-
ter environment. If it flows smoothly there, then there’s 
better chances of it coming back.”

Moravsky figures to be one of the top contenders at 
Rash Field. He’s finished first or second in each of the 
six city finals he’s participated in, the first of which was 
Baltimore in 2013. He’s advanced to Vegas all six times, 
but he’s got bigger plans for this season.

“To be going back to Baltimore is cool. It’s exciting. 
It feels like the year for me, the year that I can win it 
all,” Moravsky said. “... It would be poetic to have Balti-
more be the beginning and the end.”

-- Luke Jackson

 FRONT ROW

N

‘American Ninja Warrior’ To Film 
In Baltimore For Second Time
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Retired UMBC Lacrosse 
Coach Don Zimmerman 
Still Teaching  
The Game He Loves

During breakfast last fall at a Double T Diner near Ca-
tonsville, Md., Don Zimmerman pondered his future in la-
crosse.

Sitting at the table with the former UMBC men’s la-
crosse coach were Ken and Mike Senisi, who were seeking 
a little guidance, expertise and name recognition for their 
Zingos Lacrosse Club.

“I really liked what they had to say,” said Zimmerman, 
66, who retired in 2016 after 23 years at UMBC and was 
recently inducted into the school’s Athletics Hall of Fame.

“I really liked their approach to things and perspective. 
The fact that this just wasn’t getting [the kids] in shape 
and going out and playing games appealed to me. It was 
about teaching fundamentals and doing things the right 
way.”

So, Zimmerman came on board with Zingos as a consul-
tant and has been a regular presence at practices, clinics 
and coaching seminars throughout the past six months.

During the winter, Zimmerman ran an eight-week clinic 
at Atholton High School (Columbia, Md.) for Zingos mem-
bers that focused on fundamental lacrosse and player de-
velopment.

“When it’s 20 degrees outside and there are 50 kids out 
there working on getting better, that means more to me 
than tournament championships,” Ken Senisi said. “It re-
ally does.”

Zimmerman has also been a valuable resource for 
Zingos coaches and parents in terms of sharing insights 
and familiarizing them with the college recruitment pro-
cess.

“It’s hard to describe [his value]. He is a role-model 
type of guy to me,” Ken said. “From his knowledge of the 
game to how he works with players from all different age 
groups, his feedback on certain things, you can’t measure 
it. He’s been a great asset to Zingos, and, hopefully, he is 
getting something out of it, too.”

The Zingos Lacrosse Club is in its 10th year and seeks 
to provide elementary, middle and high school-aged boys 
from Maryland, Washington, D.C., and Northern Virginia 
with “the maximum lacrosse experience.”

Players watch film with coaches and get the chance to 
compete in games. The focus is on improving and preparing 
to take the next step in the sport, whatever that may be.

The term Zingo itself was coined by Major League La-

crosse commentator (and former Johns Hopkins star) 
Quint Kessenich to describe a lengthy, high-velocity shot.

The club, founded by former Mount Hebron and Mc-
Donogh girls’ lacrosse coach Chris Robinson, originated 
with five teams and has grown to 11 since Ken and Mike 
Senisi took over four years ago. Ken is a seventh-grade sci-
ence teacher at Burleigh Manor Middle School (Ellicott City, 
Md.), and Mike serves as the athletic director at Atholton.

“It’s just something I really love doing,” Ken said. “If 
I didn’t love lacrosse and working with kids, it would be 
hard to find the energy to do this.”

The Senisis brothers’ passion for the game is what reso-
nated with Zimmerman during their breakfast meeting at 
Double T Diner.

When he is not teaching lacrosse, Zimmerman, who led 
UMBC to six NCAA Tournament appearances, works as a 
color analyst on ESPN for high school and college games. 
He also enjoys the spoils of retired life on the golf course 
and with his wife, Dorothy, and two grandsons.

But he always makes time for lacrosse, a game he has 
loved since he was a young boy growing up in Mount Wash-
ington.

“I just help [Zingos] out any way that I can,” Zimmerman 
said. “My enjoyment is teaching the game to kids and 
coaches.”

-- Greg Swatek

New Indoor Practice 
Facility A Tribute To 
Charlie O’Brien’s 
Impact At Cecil College

Two years ago, Cecil College baseball coach Charlie 
O’Brien received a visit from someone who wanted to help 
the baseball program: Mark Mortenson, a trustee at the 
school. O’Brien told him he could use some extra bats and 
balls. Mortenson told him to think bigger. 

The longtime coach thought about the question. He 
thought about how his players traveled off campus to take 
batting practice at another location. O’Brien then replied 
that an indoor practice facility would be great.

“Suddenly, two Iron Mike [pitching machines] showed up 
and the building began,” O’Brien said. “Two years later we 
had an indoor facility. Mark just wanted to help us out with 
no strings attached. That almost never happens today.”

On March 14, O’Brien was throwing batting practice 
a few minutes past 4 p.m. when he noticed university ad-
ministrators pointing in his direction. He had to get off the 

field because the ribbon-cutting ceremony was scheduled 
to begin for the new practice facility. When he arrived, he 
saw the sign for the first time: “The Charlie O’Brien Prac-
tice Facility.”

“That sign is huge -- I had no idea my name was go-
ing on the building,” O’Brien, 53, said. “I wanted it to say 
‘Cecil Baseball.’ It’s just not me. I’m not dead yet, and ... I 
get paid for doing something I would do for free. I’m just 
a guy who helps kids find their way in life. Now they don’t 
have to leave campus to practice. As long as there are two 
of them, they can go in and take batting practice. There 
are no excuses.”

O’Brien has won more than 600 games since taking over 
the Seahawks program in 1998. He’s been selected Mary-
land JUCO Coach of the Year twice and Region XX Coach 
of the Year three times. In 2011, he was named the North 
East District Coach of the Year after reaching the National 
Junior College Athletic Association (NJCAA) Division II 
World Series that year. 

“Charlie O’Brien is one of the finest human beings any-
one will ever meet and know,” said Ed Durham, Cecil Col-
lege’s athletic director and head men’s basketball coach. 
“He truly cares about the kids who play for him. His com-
mitment to the students and this college is undeniable and 
immeasurable.”

Baseball was the first love for O’Brien, a native of 
New London, Conn., in what has become a charmed life. 
O’Brien played baseball at Cecil College from 1983-1985 
and later roomed with future New York Yankees infielder 
Pat Kelly at West Chester University. His wife, Lynn, is a 
distant cousin of the late William “Wild Bill” Hagy.

A catcher, O’Brien caught World Series champion Tug 
McGraw for four seasons in semi-professional baseball. 

“One day he asks a few of us if we could spend a day or 
two with his son,” O’Brien said. “Tug told us the boy played 
country music and was never gonna make any money. 
That was [future country music star] Tim McGraw.”

This year, the Seahawks are a work in progress, having 
won just two games entering play April 11.

“I don’t pay attention to wins and losses -- that was what 
we did yesterday,” O’Brien said. “We’re battling -- getting 
it together. They have the drive. My guys always play hard 
between the lines. Before it’s over, we’re gonna get it.”

O’Brien and his wife have two sons and a daughter -- 
Charlie, Pat and Katie. Charlie was a backup catcher for 
his father at Cecil College, and Pat, a senior at North East 
(Md.) High School, plans to play for his father as well.

“I told Pat he should wait a year and go to a school in 
the SEC,” O’Brien said. “He kept saying, ‘No. I want to play 
for you, Dad.’ I must be doing something right.”

-- Dean Smith
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n a flip of the now familiar 
phrase, “build it and they 
will come,” a major inter-
national sports event is 
coming to Maryland and 
the important building 
will start soon.

The event is a major 
equestrian happening -- a five-star Three-
Day Eventing competition scheduled for 
October 2020. It’s set to be the seventh such 
event in the world and one of just two in the 
United States.

Three-Day Eventing is often described as 
a “triathlon” for horses and riders consisting 
of three disciplines: dressage, which dem-
onstrates horse-and-rider nimbleness and 
teamwork; cross-country racing, a challenge 
of speed and power; and show jumping, a 
stage coming after the other two phases that 
tests a horse’s resiliency and athleticism.

The five-star competition will be held 
at Fair Hill in Cecil County, a state natural 
resources management area that sprawls 
more than 5,600 acres. In the spotlight right 
now is the portion of Fair Hill that will be the 
site of the five-star Fair Hill International 
Three-Day Event.

Fair Hill International, which has held a 
three-star competition for decades, along 
with the Fair Hill Foundation successfully 
spearheaded the effort to get the higher 
classification event beginning with efforts in 
2016. The green light came in 2017.

With the more prestigious classification 
in hand, plans to create a sports venue wor-
thy of an international event have been mov-
ing ahead with assistance from the Mary-
land Stadium Authority.

A recent development was the hiring of 
Ian Stark as the designer for the cross-coun-
try course that will be integral to the Fair Hill 
International Three-Day Event. Much like a 
golf course designer who brings together 
existing terrain and imagination to create 
a challenge for players, Stark will lay out a 
nearly four-mile course that will include 40 to 
45 jumps for the cross-country component.

“My job is to frighten the riders while let-
ting the horses get on with their job,” Stark 
said wryly.

Stark certainly has the pedigree for the 
task. The Scotsman is an Olympic Eventing 
medalist who has been inducted into several 
halls of fame, including the British Horse So-
ciety, Sporting Scotland, Scottish Borders, 
and the Event Riders’ Association. While 
this is his first design for a five-star event, 
he is highly regarded for his previous course 
designs.

The jumps for the cross-country design 
will be of several varieties.

“Some will be single-rail, some will be 
brush, some will be solid and some will be a 
combination of water and banks,” he said.

Depending on the length of the course, 
horses can be expected to complete the 
course in 12 to 14.5 minutes.

Stark viewed the area that will be the can-
vas for the cross-country course earlier this 
spring.

“There’s a lot of good terrain from a 
course designer’s point of view,” he said, add-
ing, “We hope to make a great course that 
will attract riders from all over the world.”

As Stark works on the course layout, a 
builder will be selected.

Some modifications to the terrain -- 
called “landscaping” or “ground work” -- will 
be necessary.  Some areas will need to be 
widened, and footing for the horses will be 
improved. That work will begin in early June. 
The work should be finished by October and 
then the course will have a year to mature.

In some instances, the work has to be 
done with environmental issues in mind, 
such as being sensitive to wetlands.

“If you do things the right way, you can 
actually make environmental improvements 
by creating habitat for frogs and toads and 
other critters,” Stark said.

Of course, making the event spectator-
friendly is also part of the equation.

Two components of Three-Day Eventing, 
dressage and open jumping, are held in a 
ring so fans can watch the action easily from 
the comfort of their seats. The cross-country 
runs are different, as horse-and-rider gallop 
off into the distance.

Stark will make sure the course begins 
and ends at the competition ring, and a 
shuttle will take fans out to a particularly 
picturesque vantage point called the Saw 
Mill Field where they’ll be able to take in a 
water jump.

“Plus, you’d like fans to walk some of the 
course,” he said. “It’s magnificent to get up 
close and personal to watch these wonderful 

horses galloping at 20 miles an hour.”
As evidence of how special it is for Mary-

land to get a five-star Three-Day Event, 
there are only six others in the world: Eng-
land (two), France, Germany, Australia and 
Kentucky.

Trish Gilbert, president of the Fair Hill 
International board of directors, said the 
cross-country course is part of a master plan 
for improvements at Fair Hill that will ex-
tend beyond the five-star Three-Day Event.

A new turf course will be realigned for 
more comfortable turns. There will be im-
proved irrigation and superior bluegrass 
mix sod installed. A timber course will be 
altered to better integrate with the turf 
course. Three new competition rings with 
artificial footing will be installed on the in-
field.

And, of course, there will have to be up-
grades to internet infrastructure to accom-
modate the demands of the 21st century.

“This is a great experience for specta-
tors,” Gilbert said. “We’ll have something like 
75 vendors selling all kinds of things related 
to horses. We’ll have craft beer tents and 
pubs. And at the five-star, you’ll see some of 
the best horses and riders in the world.” •

 IN FOCUS WITH BILL ORDINE
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L-R: Trish Gilbert and Ian Stark 
at Fair Hill
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Fair Hill International

  Bill Ordine

With Course Designer Hired, Fair 
Hill Advances Five-Star Vision

I
from CHEF TONY’S

TEST KITCHEN

spring 
Seasonal 
Menu

Available for a 
Limited Time!

CHEESESTEAK 
EGG ROLLS

AVAILABLE AT ALL NoVa, 
MD, and WV RESTAURANTS  
GLORYDAYSGRILL.COM

PEPPERED-BACON
WHITE CHEDDAR

BURGER
FEATURING 

A BRISKET-SHORT RIB
BURGER BLEND



L-R: Trish Gilbert and Ian Stark 
at Fair Hill

Baltimore Sports. Period.Baltimore Sports. Period.

PRESENTED BY: 

GREAT SPORTS CONTENT ... NO PAYWALLGREAT SPORTS CONTENT ... NO PAYWALLGREAT SPORTS CONTENT ... NO PAYWALL

...ALL FREE.

PressBoxOnline.comPressBoxOnline.comPressBoxOnline.com
VISIT

FOR NEW CONTENT DAILY



10  |  APRIL 2019  |    |  PRESSBOXSPORTS  |  @PRESSBOXONLINE

Johns Hopkins Lacrosse’s Kyle Marr
By Luke Jackson

What’s a bucket-list place you’ve never been?
I’ve never been to Hawaii, and I see a lot of cool stuff about it. Just a lot 
of different places to play golf and stuff would be kind of fun, so I think 

Hawaii would probably be it.

If you could trade places with any TV or movie character, who 
would it be?
Probably Vincent Chase from “Entourage”

What’s your favorite pregame meal or snack?
For pregame meal, we go to Sammy’s [Trattoria] down here in Baltimore. 
He’s a big supporter of our team and it’s really good Italian food, so it’s 

chicken parm and pasta.

Who was your favorite sports star growing up?
I didn’t really have anybody in particular, just the guys that were on my 
dad’s team were just a big influence. Merrick Thomson, who’s now the 

assistant there, was probably one of my favorite players growing up. [Marr’s father, 
Scott, has been the head coach at Albany since 2001.]

What was your favorite sports team growing up?
The New York Rangers

What’s your favorite movie of all time?
“Old School”

What’s your go-to karaoke song?
Probably “Better Man” by Pearl Jam

What’s your favorite campus to visit on the road?
I’d probably say Syracuse. It’s just the closest one to my house and I’ve 
played there two years in a row, so I’ve had a bunch of buddies and family 

members be able to come back and to the game.

What’s the last book you read?
The last book I read was probably a [memoir] written by Hank Haney 
about Tiger Woods.

What show have you been binging lately?
The new season of “Billions” started up and our whole house has 
been watching that as a group, so we’ve had some fun with that.
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he center field score-
board in Oriole Park at 
Camden Yards has a dif-
ferent look this season 
after Legg Mason Inc. 
ended its multiyear part-
nership with the team.

A Legg Mason spokeswoman said the 
financial services firm ended the deal as 
part of a bigger move to exit all of its sports 
sponsorships, which also included a part-
nership with the Ravens. The decision to 
pull sports sponsorships comes after Bal-
timore-based Legg Mason announced a 
multimillion-dollar cost-saving plan earlier 
this year.

Legg Mason had multiple signs in prime 
locations at Oriole Park. The company’s 
name was placed prominently in the center 
of the scoreboard, and it also had an ad on 
the left field side of the video screen.

“It was a difficult decision, but in an 
era in which client expectations and needs 

are going up and profit margins are under 
pressure, we’ve exited sports sponsor-
ships to focus our spend on those things 
that directly benefit or impact clients,” 

spokeswoman Mary Athridge said in an 
email.

A Budweiser banner with the slogan 
“This Bud’s For You” has taken the place 

of Legg Mason’s vertical ad on the left 
side of the scoreboard. A new sponsor is 
expected to take the spot in the center, 
though a spokesman for the Orioles de-
clined to comment.

Legg Mason will spend its dollars on 
having advisers give presentations on top-
ics such as “The Anatomy of a Recession” 
at various conferences, Athridge said.

The company has pulled out of sports 
deals before. It ended an 18-year run as 
the title sponsor of the ATP Tour’s tennis 
tournament in Washington, D.C., in 2012. 
Legg also previously ended its sponsor-
ship with the Orioles in 2009 amid the eco-
nomic recession but came back in 2014.•

 SPORTS BUSINESS

With Legg Mason Ending Partnership With 
Orioles, Center Field Has Different Look
  Holden Wilen 
  Baltimore Business Journal
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Camden Yards center field scoreboard in 2018
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altimore Ravens fans are going to get used 
to the route to Canton, Ohio, with Ray 
Lewis inducted in the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame in 2018 and Ed Reed being enshrined 
this coming summer.

Another player instrumental to the 
Ravens’ defensive success for much of the 

past decade, Haloti Ngata, announced his retirement earlier 
this year in dramatic, original style. Might Ngata one day join 
his former teammates in Canton as a homegrown Ravens Hall 
of Famer?

Ngata doesn’t present the slam-dunk case of first-ballot 
choices Lewis or Reed, but given his longevity, his five Pro 
Bowl appearances and his role in the Ravens’ tradition of de-
fensive dominance that helped secure a second Super Bowl 
title for the franchise, Ngata “deserves some Hall of Fame con-
sideration,” says longtime Baltimore sportscaster and Hall of 
Fame voter Scott Garceau. 

Ngata played 13 seasons in the NFL, including his first nine 
with the Ravens after they leapfrogged the Cleveland Browns 
to snag the former Oregon star with the No. 12 overall pick in 
the 2006 draft. (The Ravens sent the No. 13 pick and a sixth-
rounder to the Browns in the deal.)

That came not long after Lewis had publicly called out the 
Ravens for lacking bulk and strength up front, getting away 
from a formula that had helped them become the league’s 
most feared defense. With massive Tony Siragusa and Sam 
Adams tying up offensive linemen, Lewis was free to wreak 
havoc on the way to a Super Bowl title after the 2000 season. 

In drafting the then-347-pound Ngata, the Ravens got back 
to their roots with a player whom current general manager 
Eric DeCosta, then the team’s director of college scouting, de-
scribed as “a big block of granite.”

Throughout his nine years in Baltimore, Ngata delivered 
as advertised. 

The Ravens ranked in the top five in rushing defense dur-

ing each of Ngata’s first six seasons. His ability to occupy mul-
tiple offensive linemen allowed a long line of inside linebackers 
to thrive, as they could often take unimpeded routes to a ball 
carrier or quarterback. 

“It was so easy to have a Haloti in front of you, because 
he just dominated the offensive line’s attention,” said former 
Ravens linebacker Jameel McClain, who played with Ngata for 
six years. “Not just the offensive line, but he dominated the of-
fensive coordinator’s attention. You had to prepare for where 
he was and what he could do.”

“If some [offensive lineman] ever came up on me fast,” Mc-
Clain added, “I’d be like, ‘What happened to Haloti? Oh, he 
wasn’t in on that play.’ I mean, this guy was a freak of nature.”

Ngata missed just nine games in nine years with the Ra-
vens, battling through a slew of injuries along the way. His 
combination of toughness and physical play epitomized the 
organizational mantra to “play like a Raven.” 

To be hit by Ngata was to know it. Ngata broke the nose 
of Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback Ben Roethlisberger in 2010 
when his forearm raked across Roethlisberger’s face during a 
sack, and Ngata’s clean, downfield hit on then-Redskins quar-
terback Robert Griffin III sidelined him with a knee injury and 
altered the course of Griffin’s career. 

Throughout 13 NFL seasons -- nine with the Ravens, three 
with the Detroit Lions and then one with the Philadelphia 
Eagles -- Ngata played 180 regular-season games, totaling 32.5 
sacks, 515 tackles and seven forced fumbles. He earned five 
Pro Bowl appearances and two first-team All-Pro honors. 

With Ngata now officially retired -- which he announced 
earlier this year by unfurling a banner that read, “I’M RETIR-
ING FROM THE NFL ON TOP” from the summit of 19,341-
foot Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania -- the clock has started 
on his Hall of Fame eligibility. Does he have Hall of Fame cre-
dentials?

“In my book he’s a Hall of Famer,” McClain said. “And,” he 
added with a smile, “he saved my life once.”

McClain recounted a Utah trip with Ngata and others to 
attend a charity event with former Ravens linebacker Paul 
Kruger. While there, the group decided to ride all-terrain ve-

hicles, something McClain had never done.
“We’re going up this big Utah mountain,” McClain recalled. 

“I don’t know how I slipped off the [ATV], but Haloti hap-
pened to be behind me ... and Haloti stops the bike with one 
hand. On this slanted hill. He probably saved my life. I would 
have just tumbled down. He got behind me and held it up with 
one hand. That’s how much of a freak of nature he was.”

Lifesaving maneuvers aside, Garceau thinks Ngata’s Hall 
of Fame candidacy might be a tough sell, based on the in-
creasingly stiff competition for busts in Canton as well as the 
difficulty in evaluating a position that doesn’t put up eye-pop-
ping numbers.

“I think part of it is position,” said Garceau, one of the 48 
members of the Hall of Fame selection committee. “Those 
guys aren’t sexy. Your middle linebackers and your corners, 
we watch those guys make spectacular plays. Those guys like 
Haloti, what are they doing? They’re taking on a double team 
so Ray Lewis can make the spectacular play. It’s hard to quan-
tify that.”

The Hall of Fame lists 17 interior defensive linemen among 
its 318 inductees, including Warren Sapp, who was inducted 
in 2013. Sapp registered 96.5 career sacks -- basically triple 
Ngata’s number -- and was a first-ballot selection. Garceau 
says another member of that 2013 Hall of Fame class is a bet-
ter case study for Ngata: former Kansas City Chiefs defensive 
lineman Curley Culp.

Culp played 14 years; Ngata played 13. Culp made the Pro 
Bowl six times, Ngata five. And, like Ngata, Culp was part of a 
tenacious defense that won a Super Bowl title, and his play up 
front helped a dominant, future Hall of Fame inside linebacker 
(Willie Lanier). 

“His game was similar to Haloti’s,” Garceau said.
If Ngata’s Hall of Fame candidacy follows the path of 

Culp’s, it will be a long wait. Culp was inducted via the Seniors 
Committee, which looks at candidates who have been out of 
the game at least 25 years. Culp’s career ended in 1981, and 
when he was a candidate on the regular ballot, Culp was never 
among the finalists for consideration. And with each passing 
season, another group of talented players is added to the dis-
cussion. Ngata could one day end up on a very crowded ballot 
alongside former Ravens teammates Terrell Suggs and Mar-
shal Yanda, among others. 

“I think it’s a way-above-average career that deserves some 
Hall of Fame consideration,” Garceau said. “My quick take 
without really getting in and digging is, maybe hall of the very 
good, maybe not a Hall of Famer.

“If he gets in, it might be one of those long waits,” Garceau 
said, noting that, as with Culp, it’s possible Ngata might end 
up in front of the Senior Committee someday, “and they go, 
‘Hey, man, this guy played on some great defenses and he was 
a special player.’” •

 RAVENS REPORT

Is Former Ravens Defensive Tackle 
Haloti Ngata A Hall Of Famer?
  Bo Smolka
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Even with a few more misses in recent years 
than we had grown accustomed to, the Baltimore 
Ravens have one of the best NFL Draft track re-
cords in league history. 

But, of course, no team is infallible. Ahead of this 
year’s draft, we’re revisiting some of the rougher 
picks in team history and considering what else 
the Ravens could have (reasonably) done with 
their selection. (We only considered first- and 
second-round picks for this list because mid- and 
late-round selections are significantly more of a 
crapshoot and can’t really be judged as “misses.”) 

Here are the 15 “Ravens Draft Do-Overs.”
 

1996: ROUND 2, PICK 55
PICK: CB DERON JENKINS
COULD HAVE BEEN: S BRIAN 

DAWKINS (PICK 61)
Obviously, the Ravens’ 1996 draft goes down as one of the 
greatest in football history thanks to their selections of 
Hall of Famers Jonathan Ogden and Ray Lewis in the first 
round. But could you even imagine how much more insane 
it would have been had they selected the future Hall of 
Fame safety who went just six picks after Jenkins? 

1998: ROUND 2, PICK 42
PICK: WR PATRICK JOHNSON
COULD HAVE BEEN: WR HINES 

WARD (PICK 92)
Two of the four players who were selected just after Johnson 
turned into high-level NFL defensive backs, including Sa-
mari Rolle, who ultimately ended up in Baltimore. But the 
eighth receiver selected after Johnson was a player who had 
originally been considered a first-round talent but dropped 
significantly because it was discovered he was missing an 
ACL in his left knee. Apparently he didn’t need it. 

2000: ROUND 1, PICK 10
PICK: WR TRAVIS TAYLOR
COULD HAVE BEEN: DE JOHN 

ABRAHAM (PICK 13)
This stings because Taylor was one of just five players 
selected in the top 17 that year who never made a single 
Pro Bowl. And also because the Ravens traded up from 
the 15th pick but still missed out on a five-time Pro Bowler 
(Abraham) who finished his career with 133.5 sacks. And 
189 picks after Taylor, some quarterback from Michigan 
went to New England who turned out OK.

2003: ROUND 1, PICK 19
PICK: QB KYLE BOLLER
COULD HAVE BEEN: DT VINCE 

WILFORK (PICK 21 IN 2004)
For what it’s worth, the Ravens needed a quarterback in 2003 
and after Carson Palmer (No. 1 overall), not another signal 
caller selected that year even ended up being a Pro Bowler. 
But they dealt their 2004 first-round pick to New England in 
order to select Boller, and that very pick turned into a five-
time Pro Bowler who could end up in the Hall of Fame. 

2004: ROUND 2, PICK 51
PICK: DT DWAN EDWARDS
COULD HAVE BEEN: DT DARNELL 

DOCKETT (PICK 64)
Edwards actually managed to have a decade-long NFL ca-
reer, but the next defensive tackle off the board that year 
just so happened to be a three-time Pro Bowler who fin-
ished with more than twice as many sacks as the player 
taken 13 spots ahead of him. 

2005: ROUND 1, PICK 22
PICK: WR MARK CLAYTON
COULD HAVE BEEN: QB AARON 

RODGERS (PICK 24)
As if losing out on Wilfork wasn’t enough, remember that 
when the Ravens committed to Boller as their starter they 
had essentially zeroed in on selecting a receiver for him. 
That means they weren’t even considering the quarter-
back who may well be the most complete player to ever 
play the position and went just two picks later. Making 
matters worse, the next receiver drafted was Roddy White, 
a four-time Pro Bowler. 

 2005: ROUND 2, PICK 53
PICK: DE DAN CODY
COULD HAVE BEEN: DE JUSTIN 

TUCK (PICK 74)
While Cody finished his NFL career with one total tackle, 
Tuck -- the next edge rusher selected that year -- totaled 
66.5 sacks while reaching two Pro Bowls and helping the 
Giants win two Super Bowls.  

2005: ROUND 2, PICK 64
PICK: OT ADAM TERRY 
COULD HAVE BEEN: RB FRANK 

GORE (PICK 65)
This, of course, also serves as a reminder of how miserable the 
2005 draft was for the Ravens. (Although, to be fair, fourth-
round pick Jason Brown became a reliable NFL center.) Ja-
mal Lewis’ run in Baltimore was nearly finished at this point, 
and the selection after Terry ended up being a player who 
currently sits fourth all time in career rushing yards. 

2010: ROUND 2, PICK 43 
PICK: LB SERGIO KINDLE
COULD HAVE BEEN: WR DEZ 

BRYANT (PICK 24) OR TE ROB GRONKOWSKI 
(PICK 42)
As you’ll remember, the Ravens held the 25th pick, only 
to watch the Cowboys trade up a spot before them to nab 
Bryant. The Ravens chose to move back to 43, watch-

ing the future Hall of Fame tight end go off the board a 
spot before their ultimate selection. The team claimed 
Gronkowski wasn’t even on their board because he had 
failed their physical. He probably should have been. 

2012: ROUND 2, PICK 35 
PICK: LB COURTNEY UPSHAW
COULD HAVE BEEN: S HARRISON 

SMITH (PICK 29)
Baltimore originally held the 29th pick in 2012 but dealt 
it to Minnesota, which used the selection to nab Smith, 
a four-time Pro Bowler. Upshaw did help contribute to a 
Super Bowl title team, but the Ravens have been forced 
to spend an extraordinary amount of money at the safety 
position the last few years when they could have had one 
of the league’s best free safeties.

2013: ROUND 1, PICK 32
PICK: S MATT ELAM
COULD HAVE BEEN: TE ZACH 

ERTZ (PICK 35)
Elam didn’t start a game after 2014 and was out of the 
league entirely by 2016. Ertz has made the last two Pro 
Bowls and set the record for most catches by a tight end 
in a single season in the process. The Ravens have spent 
five draft picks on tight ends since missing on Ertz. Oh, 
and it gets worse.

2013: ROUND 2, PICK 56
PICK: LB ARTHUR BROWN
COULD HAVE BEEN: TE TRAVIS 

KELCE (PICK 63)
Yeah, so this isn’t great, either. Brown finished his career 
with 20 total tackles, while Kelce has become the closest 
thing to Gronkowski in the NFL. Thankfully, the Ravens 
found Brandon Williams in this same draft or this could 
be a “30 for 30.”

2015: ROUND 1, PICK 26
PICK: WR BRESHAD PERRIMAN
COULD HAVE BEEN: CB BYRON 

JONES (PICK 27)
What was a much-ballyhooed receiver class in 2015 has not 
proven worthy of said ballyhooing. Outside of Amari Coo-
per, the other receivers taken in the top two rounds were 
Perriman, Kevin White, DeVante Parker, Nelson Agholor, 
Phillip Dorsett, Devin Smith, Dorial Green-Beckham and 
Devin Funchess, all of whom grade somewhere between 
“ehh” and “eww.” But Jones, the very next selection after 
Perriman, has blossomed into a top NFL corner. He was 
named an All-Pro in 2018.

2015: ROUND 2, PICK 55
PICK: TE MAXX WILLIAMS
COULD HAVE BEEN: WR TYLER 

LOCKETT (PICK 69)
And if the Ravens had gone with Jones in Round 1, perhaps 
they would have wanted to take a receiver in the second 
round. Not only has Lockett been an exceptional returner, 
he’s coming off his best NFL season, finishing just shy of 
1,000 receiving yards and catching 10 touchdowns in 2018. 

2016: ROUND 2, PICK 42
PICK: DE KAMALEI CORREA
COULD HAVE BEEN: WR MICHAEL 

THOMAS (PICK 47)
Correa made just four tackles in two seasons before the 
Ravens bailed on him, while Thomas has quickly become 
one of the league’s top receivers. Making matters worse, 
picks 45 (running back Derrick Henry) and 46 (defensive 
tackle A’Shawn Robinson) also appear to have been sig-
nificantly better than Correa. So this has been fun. •

RAVENS DRAFT 
DO-OVERS

[ by glenn clark  |  pressbox is available every month on the 15th ]
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“He’s all about the Ravens and family, and that’s it,” 
said his wife, Lacie. “He doesn’t play golf, doesn’t hunt, 
doesn’t go on guy trips.”

To make time for his two points of focus, DeCosta typi-
cally arrives at the Ravens’ training facility before dawn, 
returns for breakfast with Lacie and their three children, 
then heads back to work.

He works until dark, but has never once slept at the 
office.

“My mindset is, do what you have to do and then get 
home before the kids are asleep,” DeCosta said. “It’s im-
portant for me to talk to them, ask them how their day 
went, what they’re working on, how school went, encour-
age them. Also, it’s also important to me to spend time 
with Lacie. We usually eat dinner together, even if it’s 9 
o’clock or 10 o’clock at night. She’ll wait for me.”

This tireless work ethic is one reason why Ravens owner 
Steve Bisciotti chose DeCosta to succeed Ozzie Newsome, 
who had held the job since the Ravens came to Baltimore 
in 1996.

“I see myself as a force of energy,” said DeCosta, who 
turned 48 April 10, a little more than two weeks before 
overseeing his first NFL draft. “I don’t sleep that much and 
try to balance my time the best I can. When I’m home, I try 
to be the best husband and father I can be. And when I’m 
in the office I’m trying to work -- other than pull a practical 
joke every once in a while.”

Ah, the practical joke. Known primarily as an excep-
tional judge of talent and an inspirational leader, DeCos-
ta is also a rascal whose antics are legendary among his 
peers.

THE SWITCH
DeCosta’s favorite prank victimized Pat Moriarty, the 

Ravens’ senior vice president of football administration. 
DeCosta can’t tell the story without giggling because, well, 
it’s hilarious.

“Pat came in one day with a new pair of jeans, the same 
kind I happened to be wearing,” DeCosta said. “I have 
about a 32-inch waist and he’s probably like a 36. While he’s 
working out, I exchanged my jeans for his and hid around 
the corner.”

Moriarty was talking to front office official George Ko-
kinis as he struggled to don the jeans. The switch was es-
pecially effective because DeCosta -- a stickler for detail 
-- slipped Moriarty’s belt into the smaller pair of pants.

“I hear Pat say, ‘Gosh, have I gained that much weight? 
I feel really bloated. I didn’t even eat that much at lunch!’” 
DeCosta said.

Moriarty recalled, “At first they felt a little snug, but I 
was in the middle of a conversation and just kept dressing. 
I gave them a hard yank. I was able to buckle them; I don’t 
know how, because they were so tight. I stopped in mid-
sentence and said, ‘What the heck is going on here?’

“I looked down and saw the pants legs were up over my 
ankles, close to the calf. Then I knew. That son-of-a-gun 
Eric was at it again.”

Turning the tables on DeCosta doesn’t usually work. 
One time, his sister-in-law got access to his office and bur-
ied it in balloons, ribbons and embarrassing child photos 
prior to a planned birthday celebration at the team com-
plex.

“Of course, Eric was the first one in the office. By the 
time everyone else got there, he had cleaned everything 
up,” Lacie said. “And he said nothing about it all day.”

SERIOUS ABOUT 
THE DRAFT

Come April 25, DeCosta will assume the role that New-
some filled masterfully for 23 seasons. As Newsome’s suc-
cessor, DeCosta will have the final say on Baltimore’s draft 
picks.

It’s arguably the most significant facet of a job DeCosta 
wanted long before he joined the Ravens in an entry-level 
position in 1996.

“I love the draft. It keeps me up at night,” DeCosta said. 
“It’s been like that since I was 10 years old. I used to sit on 
the couch and read Will McDonough’s column and look at 
his mock draft in The Boston Globe. I get excited. It gives 
me a sense of energy, and I’m going to approach this draft 
as if it’s the most important thing in my life.”

After taking the job in late January, DeCosta lost line-
backers Terrell Suggs, C.J. Mosley and Za’Darius Smith 
to free agency but signed running back Mark Ingram and 
safety Earl Thomas. Now he’s got to fill out the rest of the 
roster, with an eye on pass rushers and wide receivers.

“It’s an opportunity for us to get better quickly. We’ve 
got some really good picks,” DeCosta said. “We know how 
to do the draft. We’ve got the best scouting staff in the 
league, and I’ve got an adviser in Ozzie who’s probably re-
nowned as the best drafting GM in the history of the NFL.”

In his quest to build a Super Bowl contender, DeCosta 
will rely on input from Newsome, head coach John Har-
baugh and the scouts. But now DeCosta is the one making 
the decisions, and he has no intention of merely following 
an old set of rules.

“I’d like to think I’ll be innovative, aggressive and cre-
ative. I intend to question things we’ve done in the past 
and question why we did it, what we can do to improve 
and what are the areas we need to exploit to make us bet-
ter than our opponents,” DeCosta said. “If you just do the 
same things all the time the same way, they’re going to 
catch up to you and beat you. You’ve always got to stay 
ahead.”

WORTH THE WAIT
Working closely with Newsome for years provided De-

Costa with the tools to become an NFL general manager. 
That insight is only one facet of DeCosta’s qualifications 
for this extremely demanding job.

“A lot of successful scouts go on to better things,” Mori-

arty said. “But to make it to general manager, you have to 
have some leadership qualities and the drive to succeed. 
Eric has sincere enthusiasm. You can’t fake that. He’s pas-
sionate, he loves competition, he loves what he does. And 
it’s contagious.”

Kirk Ferentz, now the head coach at Iowa, was an as-
sistant coach with the Ravens when DeCosta joined the 
team. They jogged together and spoke often. Even then, 
Ferentz saw DeCosta’s potential to make it big.

“The thing about Eric is he’s highly intelligent, but on 
top of that he was very eager and remains that way,” Fe-
rentz said. “Eager to learn, listen, look, watch what other 
people do. Seems like people who have that ability tend to 
move forward in whatever profession they’re in.”

DeCosta was promoted to the Ravens’ Midwest area 
scout in 1998, climbed into the role of director of college 
scouting in 2003, became director of player personnel in 
2008 and ascended to the role of assistant general man-
ager in 2012.

As word of DeCosta’s ability leaked outside Baltimore, 
several teams were interested in interviewing him for their 
GM jobs. The Massachusetts native politely refused be-
cause he had his heart set on remaining in Baltimore with 
Lacie in her hometown -- and his new favorite city.

“Lacie wants what’s best for our family, but she also 
wanted me to be challenged and she wanted me to be val-
ued and feel like I’m fulfilled,” DeCosta said. “Fortunately, 
my relationship with Steve and Ozzie provided that. I nev-
er felt as if this was a waste of my time.”

Bisciotti talked to DeCosta about ultimately replacing 
Newsome in 2007, and DeCosta immediately began prepar-
ing for the switch.

“When Steve asked me to be his GM way back then, I 
was extremely flattered and I knew he would stick to his 
word. So I told him I was in,” DeCosta said. “I tried to use 
that time to learn and to work and to observe Ozzie more 
closely.

“Then, around 2013, it became more apparent that it 
would be around this time [2019]. I felt like I was on the 
clock. Everything got ramped up. I spent more time 
making connections with agents, talking about 

ERIC DECOSTA’S WORLD IS 
UNFETTERED BY HOBBIES 
AND MALE-BONDING WEEKENDS. 
THE BALTIMORE RAVENS’ NEW 
GENERAL MANAGER ADHERES 
TO A LIFESTYLE THAT, IN ESSENCE, 
IS AS BASIC AS 1 PLUS 1.

Steve Bisciotti and Eric DeCosta
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contracts, looking at how other teams operated. Things 
like the salary cap, analytics, the non-traditional scouting 
things that we do, those become priorities for me. Even 
though I was frustrated that some of my peers were get-
ting these GM jobs and I wasn’t, I looked at it as a unique 
opportunity to get the most amazing on-the-job training.”

Having a job in Baltimore means never having to rush 
home to be with Lacie, who has plenty of things to keep 
her occupied.

“Her mom lives here, her sisters, her relatives. Having 
that support allows me to work a little bit more,” DeCosta 
said. “Had I been in Green Bay or Seattle or the New York 
Jets, it would be a different dynamic. It would be challeng-
ing in a lot of different ways. Here, I can enjoy what I do 
while she’s enjoying this community where she grew up 
with support she may not get in another city.”

Was it worth the wait?
“The jury is still out on that one,” he said with a grin.

SMURF
As the team captain of the football team at Colby Col-

lege in the early 1990s, DeCosta carried the unimposing 
nickname of “Smurf.”

“He was a bit undersized as a linebacker, maybe 
5-foot-10, 180 pounds on good days,” said his former 
coach, Tom Austin. “But he had such intensity and a 
love for the game. Extremely competitive, dean’s list 
student. His detail of assignment was unmatched. He 
would spend extra time looking at an opponent’s film 
and preparing. That’s what made him a success in the 
pro world, his knowledge of what needs to be done.”

Austin said DeCosta’s class compiled the school’s 
best record across four years since the 1960s.

After he started working with the Ravens, DeCosta 
was asked by Austin to talk about the finer points of 
evaluating game film. He showed up with three huge 
notebooks, one for the quarterback position alone.

“That’s Eric DeCosta,” Austin said. “He goes full bore 
at whatever he’s doing.”

DRIVING  
MR. MARCHIBRODA

At the news conference announcing his ascension to 
GM, DeCosta cracked up the crowd with the story of how 

he served as errand boy for head coach Ted Marchibroda. 
He told of getting $100 to take the coach’s car for an oil 
change, getting the $9.99 special and pocketing the rest.

DeCosta would do anything for Marchibroda, who 
was a friend and mentor. So when Marchibroda asked 
DeCosta to drive him to Buffalo, N.Y., for a funeral, giv-
ing him all of two hours advance notice, DeCosta -- who 
at the time was still single -- got behind the wheel and 
headed north.

“He told me stories the whole way about his life, 
where he grew up, his teammates,” DeCosta recalled. 
“We got to Buffalo and met up with some of his team-
mates. They’re old, and here they are telling stories and 
I’m this 26-year-old kid just listening. After a long night, 
we got back to the hotel, and at 4 o’clock in the morning 
Coach is doing calisthenics.”

They went to the funeral, where DeCosta’s job was 
clearly defined.

“Coach was bad with names, so I’d be in front of him 
and when someone would approach us, I would intro-
duce myself and they would say their name,” DeCosta 
said.

On the ride home, Marchibroda had more stories to 
share.

“When you take Coach Marchibroda on a trip like 
that, that’s a nice piece of time in the car with someone 
who has a lot of wisdom and a lot of knowledge about the 
National Football League,” Ferentz said. “That was one 
more learning opportunity.”

Years later, in the wake of a disappointing loss to the 
Indianapolis Colts at home in a playoff game, DeCosta 
was in a dour mood when someone tapped him on his 
shoulder.

“It was Coach Marchibroda. He says, ‘Hey Eric, what 
are you doing right now?’ I was in a really bad mood, and 
he says, ‘What do you say if we go to Phillips and get a 
crab cake?’” DeCosta recalled.

“I looked at him and said, ‘Coach, let’s go.’ We went 
there, and it kind of took me back full circle, what he 
meant to me and what it meant to be part of that first 
era of the Ravens. We didn’t have the best facility and we 
didn’t have the best team and we didn’t have the best 
equipment, but we had great relationships.”

POISED FOR SUCCESS
DeCosta figures the journey he’s taken to this point in 

his life is going to pay off in a big way.
“I’m going to have people working with me who I know 

have my back,” he said. “I know this organization and the 
owner knows me, so I think I’m going to be set up to suc-
ceed rather than fail.”

He’s got an avid supporter in Moriarty, the focus of 
many of DeCosta’s jokes and yet, the godfather of one of 
his children.

“I’ve been looking forward to this for a long time,” Mori-
arty said. “It’s going to be a lot of hard work, but it’s going 
to be fun. Eric has such a perfect mentor in Ozzie New-
some. You couldn’t ask for a better teacher. But on the 
same token, Eric is also Eric. He doesn’t try to be an Ozzie 
Newsome. Eric will come up with something that no one’s 
thought about, and the next thing you know you’re trying 
to make it work.”

Best of all, DeCosta is doing it with the Ravens.
“I can’t imagine it would mean the same to him if he 

was someplace else,” Lacie said. “I’d follow him anywhere, 
but it’s a dream come true to be in Baltimore to see him 
fulfill his lifelong wish.” 

– photography – 
background photos on cover and page 16: 

kenya allen/pressbox

Eric DeCosta
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he journey back from major surgery has 
been frustrating for Baltimore Orioles 
left-handed reliever Richard Bleier.

He was one of the club’s most effec-
tive relievers in 2018 until a left lat injury 
derailed his season.

Bleier worked hard during the off-
season to make the Orioles’ 25-man roster out of spring 
training, but he opened the season by allowing seven runs 
during his first four appearances. He was placed on the 
injured list with left shoulder tendinitis April 11.

Bleier wasn’t able to get proper movement on his fast-
ball, and he still feels lingering effects from the injury.

“I’m just not quite rebounding as well as I would like,” 
Bleier said. “... I feel like there’s just a hurdle that I’m not 
quite getting over yet and I think it’s more of a time thing 
than anything. It’s just not quite there yet.”

“He is just not getting the shape on his pitches that 
he’s used to,” Orioles manager Brandon Hyde said. “He’s 

disappointed in his start and a credit to him that he’s 
come off a major injury and is ahead of schedule. I know 
we’ve been patient with him, and I feel really good with 
how we treated him since spring training with allowing 
a lot of recovery time and that sort of thing. But he was 
pushing the fast-forward button a little bit, too.”

When he returns, Bleier will look to regain the form 
he showed in 2018. He had a 1.93 ERA in 32.2 innings 
throughout 31 appearances before getting injured last 
year. During the first six weeks of the 2018 season, oppo-
nents batted just .225 against him. His ERA was below 
2.00 in each of his first three major league seasons.

When asked what was working for him in 2018, he said, 
“Everything, honestly. It was just execution. I had a game 
plan for everything and each and every situation. That’s 
kind of the key to success.”

That success was put on hold in the eighth inning of 
a 5-1 loss to the Boston Red Sox June 13. Bleier grabbed 
his throwing arm in pain following a pitch and waited for 
head athletic trainer Brian Ebel to assess the situation.

Team doctors performed an MRI one day later that 

revealed the season-ending injury.  
“I came in with two outs in the seventh and finished 

that inning,” Bleier said “I might have felt something 
there, maybe. My warmup pitches were fine the next in-
ning. I went back out there for the eighth. The first pitch 
of the eighth inning, I just blew it out.”

Bleier admitted the rehabilitation process was dif-
ficult, but there was one silver lining: the timing of the 
injury.

“I started throwing off the mound in January,” he said. 
“I think I was just a week behind the rest of the guys in 
terms of when they started throwing live BPs to when I 
did. I got into the [spring training] games one or maybe 
two weeks after them.”

Bleier was satisfied with the amount of work he was 
able to put in leading up to the start of the regular sea-
son, though he admits it wasn’t easy.

“It was not that much fun, honestly. It was pretty 
rough,” he said. “After post-surgery, it was range of mo-
tion stuff for awhile. Then, the focus was strengthening 
my shoulder, while continuing my range of motion. Final-
ly, transitioning into a throwing program that led right up 
to spring training. The timeline worked out well. Based 
on the recovery time, it was right up to spring training.”

Bleier’s entire career has been a lesson in resilience. 
He was selected by the Texas Rangers in the sixth round 
of the 2008 draft and then spent nine years in the minor 
leagues. Bleier pitched for Team Israel in the 2013 World 
Baseball Classic as well. 

Bleier signed with the New York Yankees prior to the 
2016 season and made his big league debut against the 
Toronto Blue Jays May 30, recording two outs. He man-
aged a 1.96 ERA in 23 relief appearances and became the 
first Yankees pitcher since 1913 to not allow a walk or reg-
ister a strikeout in each of his first five major league out-
ings.

On Feb. 16, 2017, the Yankees designated Bleier for 
assignment to make room on the 40-man roster for first 
baseman Chris Carter. Bleier was traded to the Orioles 
five days later in exchange for cash considerations.

Bleier appeared in 57 games during his first year in 
Baltimore, going 2-1 with a 1.99 ERA and 1.18 WHIP. The 
following year, he was 3-0 with a 1.93 ERA and 1.22 WHIP 
before getting injured. 

Hyde has been impressed with the arc of Bleier’s ca-
reer and his work ethic. 

“His path to the big leagues is a unique one a little 
bit,” manager Brandon Hyde said during spring training. 
“He’s just worked his rear off to get to where he is, and 
he’s had so much success in the big leagues the last year 
and a half, two years. I’m really happy for him.”

Former Orioles closer Zack Britton, who is now with 
the Yankees, has stayed in touch with Bleier. Britton was 
impressed by the way Bleier was able to develop as a 
pitcher.

“When he came to us he was already at the stage where 
he had figured out what he does well,” Britton said. “Re-
ally it was just fun to watch him pitch and be successful 
with his cutter. It was fun to watch because it was like he 
was always underappreciated for what he brought to the 
table.”

Britton suffered a ruptured Achilles in December 2017, 
but he returned to the Orioles in June 2018 and worked 
his way back to being an effective pitcher. When Bleier 
went down with the lat injury, Britton told him to be pa-
tient. 

“I never had that type of injury; mine was completely 
different,” Britton said. “I remember when he tore his lat 
last year and I told him it was going to be tough, I had lit-
erally just gotten through it. I told him to stick with rehab 
and try not to push it.”

Bleier is embracing the challenge of competing with a 
rebuilding team. He could play a pivotal role with the club 
once he returns from the injured list. 

“It’s definitely a different atmosphere,” Bleier said. 
“Obviously, it’s a whole new staff and it’s a newer, younger 
team. It’s a good mix. I feel like we’re in this together, just 
trying to figure out how this process is going to work.” •
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 ORIOLES REPORT

Road Back From Injury 
Proves Challenging For 
Orioles Lefty Richard Bleier
  Todd Karpovich
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hen the Orioles made their final cuts 
ahead of the 2019 season, there were some 
cries of anguish when outfielder Austin 
Hays, catcher Chance Sisco and some of 
their closest friends were rerouted to the 
club’s Triple-A team in Norfolk. 

Given the analytical nature of the 
game today and the sometimes restrictive nature of the free 
agent system now in place, those cries have been heard at 
one time or another by all 30 major league teams. That’s 
especially true for those that have been through the dread-
ed “rebuild” phase, and the Orioles certainly qualify as the 
poster team for that strategy.

In retrospect, given the team’s (by now) well-established 
theme that no talent will be unveiled before its time (which, 
in some cases, could be prime), the demotions should not 
have shocked anyone. They may have been among the best 
hitters in the spring training camp -- Hays, in fact, had been 
the best player -- but neither had yet distinguished himself 
at the highest minor league level.

And, while Hays and Sisco were the best examples of the 
Orioles’ well-documented desire to build the organization 
from the bottom up, there were a few other demotees  who 
could be lumped into the same category -- pitchers Cody 
Carroll, Evan Phillips and Josh Rogers plus outfielders An-
thony Santander and Yusniel Diaz being the most notable. 

Even though he was considered the focal point of the 
trade that sent star infielder Manny Machado to the Los 
Angeles Dodgers last year, Diaz doesn’t have to be added to 
the 40-man roster until next year, so the chances of seeing 
him in Baltimore before the September callups are remote 
at best.

New general manager Mike Elias, the architect of the 
rebuilding plan, is on record as saying there are some play-
ers in the system who will be part of the Orioles’ next con-
tender, so it will be interesting to see how Hays, Sisco and 
friends respond to their reassignment. If they need some 
examples, the team’s history provides some good ones -- the 
careers of Bobby Grich, Don Baylor, Doug DeCinces and 

Terry Crowley being the four most prominent.
For sure, those were different times, under different 

guidelines and different rules, but they provide interesting 
studies about advanced minor league experience (as op-
posed to advanced analytics). After 63 games with Roch-
ester in 1970, his fourth year in professional baseball, Grich 
was en route to a dream season (.383/.503/.570) when he was 
called up to the big leagues, where he spent the rest of the 
year as a bench player on a team that won the World Series. 

While Grich was mostly warming the bench in Balti-
more, Baylor took advantage of his roommate’s absence to 
carve out a .327/.429/.583 slash line at Rochester, where he 
won Minor League Player of the Year honors. Incredibly, the 
next year both were back on the same team, in Rochester. 
Grich’s line of .336/.439/.632 earned him Minor League Player 
of the Year honors over Baylor (.313/.422/.539).

“In spring training 1971, [coach] Billy Hunter came to 
me and asked what I’d rather do -- play sparingly in the big 
leagues or go play every day in Triple-A. I said except for 
the money, I’d rather play every day,” Grich recalled. The 
major league minimum at the time was $12,500. “They told 
me there wouldn’t be any difference. [General manager] 
Harry Dalton actually gave me a $500 raise, so my salary 
was more in the minor leagues than it would have been in 
the big leagues -- but the per diem was a lot different.”

Not to mention lost service time, which wasn’t even a 
consideration in those days. 

“I honestly felt like I needed a full year at Triple-A before 
I’d be ready for the big leagues,” said Grich, who still has no 
regrets to this day and enjoyed a run at Rochester probably 
as good as any two-year stretch in minor league history. “I 
needed to play every day and I think it was the best thing 
for my career.”

DeCinces hardly had the same feeling three years later, 
when manager Earl Weaver told him that despite having 
solid credentials and a strong spring training,  it would be to 
his benefit to play another year in the minor leagues rather 
than sit as Brooks Robinson’s heir-apparent-in-waiting. 

“One of the most disappointing days of my career was 
when I got sent down in ‘74,” DeCinces said. “I told Earl I 
didn’t think it was in my best interests -- but it was in the 

club’s best interest in a lot of ways. I began to think maybe 
it wasn’t in the cards for me to play in Baltimore. I had a 
big chip on my shoulder, but I worked hard to get back. 
I’d heard a lot of stories about players not being the right 
guy in the right place, and I didn’t want to be one of those 
guys.”

After the unwanted additional year in the minor leagues, 
and with the prospect of ultimately replacing a legend, 
DeCinces carved out a nice career with the O’s and later the 
California Angels. 

“To this day I believe my greatest accomplishment in 
baseball was being able to replace Brooks and go on to have 
my own career against some long odds,” he said.

In some ways, Crowley’s experience with the Orioles in 
1977 was even more unique. His career had been somewhat 
checkered to that point, though it did include a World Se-
ries ring with the 1975 Cincinnati Reds, so when the Orioles 
released him at the end of spring training he considered 
hanging it up. He had lost his job to an untested rookie he 
didn’t think was ready for the big leagues and found himself 
at a baseball crossroads.

It turned out Crowley was much better at assessing his 
own ability than he was judging others -- at least at that 
stage of his career. The rookie was Eddie Murray, so that 
was a bad call, but after some deliberation Crowley made a 
decision and the best prediction I’ve ever heard coming out 
of spring training.

“I’m going to go [to Rochester] ... hit .300, hit 30 home 
runs and prove that I can still play,” Crowley said, still not 
convinced he didn’t belong on the major league roster.  

He played 108 minor league games that year with a slash 
line of .308/.372/.600 -- and, yes, he hit exactly 30 home runs. 
It was, in a couple of ways, the most productive year of a 
15-year career.

The Orioles brought Crowley back to the big leagues 
Aug. 16, 1977, the day Robinson retired. He would go on to 
play six more years in the big leagues -- and become a much 
better judge of talent as a longtime hitting coach for the 
Minnesota Twins and Orioles.

As stated earlier, there are major differences between 
the circumstances of today’s players and those of yester-
year -- the option rule being a prime example (a subject for 
another day); the Orioles’ minor league system is not on 
prospect overload; and, of course, the most obvious of all 
-- there are no future Hall of Famers blocking the way.

But if history can indeed be the best teacher, then maybe 
Hays, Sisco and friends can learn something here about ex-
tended stays, and success, at the highest level of the minor 
leagues. What they most definitely will learn, however, is the 
process can be a slow one. •

Jim Henneman can be reached at 
JimH@pressboxonline.com

 UPON FURTHER
REVIEW

History Shows Path To Big Leagues 
Can Be Slow For Promising Orioles
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pril can be a weird time for baseball 
fans. Baseball is back, which is a whole 
lot of fun, but it’s hard to know what 
to believe in terms of the results on the 

field. This year, there were 
some minor surprises with 
the Orioles’ lineup deci-
sions in the early going.

Dwight Smith Jr. and Rio 
Ruiz have been everyday line-
up fixtures in left field and at 
third base, respectively. Mike 

Wright has pitched a handful of times in late-game situa-
tions, as manager Brandon Hyde has spread closing du-
ties around. And this new coaching staff is not afraid to 
bat Chris Davis lower in the batting order, pinch-hit for 
him and give him days off. 

One other early surprise is that Cedric Mullins, the 
presumed center fielder and leadoff man, is doing both 
of those things ... but only when a right-handed pitcher 
is on the mound. And that’s because Mullins, a switch-
hitter, is more of a weapon from the left side of the 
plate.

It’s no shock that a team would view Mullins this 
way: At every level of play in his O’s career, he’s been 
superior against right-handed pitching. With short-
season Aberdeen in 2015, his OPS (on-base percentage 

plus slugging percentage) was 216 points better from 
the left side (.765 vs. .549). At Low-A Delmarva in 

2016, his OPS was 199 points higher (.831 vs. .632). 
At Double-A Bowie in 2017, it was 259 points 

higher (.863 vs. .604). And in 2018, when 
Mullins spent time in Bowie, Triple-A 
Norfolk and Baltimore, his OPS was 
170 points better against right-handed 

pitching (.815 vs. .645). 
Late last season, while Mullins was see-

ing his first playing time in the majors, then-
manager Buck Showalter occasionally used 

Mullins in a platoon role. Mullins, who took 
over in center field in mid-August as Adam Jones 
ceded the position and moved to right field, 

sometimes found himself on the bench when 
a left-handed starter was on the mound, 

with the likes of Joey Rickard and 
the newly acquired John Andre-

oli seeing brief work in center 
field. Still, Mullins did play 
most of the time, including 
nearly every game in Septem-
ber.

Sitting the developing 
Mullins at any point to get 

extra looks at Andreoli, of all 
players, still sounds a bit weird, 

but Mullins’ brief time in the 
majors continues to reveal pla-

toon concerns. From the left side, 
his weighted runs created plus 

(wRC+), where 100 is the league 
average for position players and ev-
ery point above 100 is a percentage 

point above league average, is 96 
in 163 big league plate appear-
ances through April 10. In 63 

plate appearances from the right 
side, his wRC+ is 48.

The assumption before the 
season was that it’s too early to 
label Mullins as strictly a pla-
toon bat, and Hyde is echoing 

that sentiment. Before the 

Orioles’ March 31 matchup against the Yankees in New 
York, he told reporters Mullins was “still working on his 
right-handed swing” and that “he’s shown a lot of prog-
ress in that. He’s going to get right-handed at-bats.”

Still, Hyde qualified that somewhat as well: “This 
isn’t a set deal left-right situation. I’m going to be do-
ing it on matchups. ... Everybody’s going to play and 
everybody’s going to get at-bats. We’re going to match 
up night to night and try to win the game. That’s kind 
of what I’m used to. And we’re going to go from there.”

To his credit, Mullins is aware of the situation and 
knows his production against left-handed pitching 
needs to improve.

“I’ve made some strides with my right-handed 
swing, especially this past year ... so I’ll just continue to 
progress and make the conscious effort to work on it,” 
he told The Baltimore Sun early in the season.

As executive vice president and general manager 
Mike Elias made clear before, during and immediately 
after spring training, the Orioles’ No. 1 goal is to im-
prove the overall amount of talent in the organization. 
They’re also going to place a heavy emphasis on suc-
cess in the minor leagues, which is a significant reason 
why promising young players like Yusniel Diaz, Austin 
Hays, Ryan Mountcastle, Chance Sisco and Tanner 
Scott, among others, started the year in the minors. 

Mullins avoided a similar fate despite having played 
in fewer than 60 games in Triple-A and despite post-
ing an uninspiring batting line during spring training 
(.151/.262/.377 in 62 plate appearances, though spring 
stats rarely mean much). It helps that Mullins found 
success during each of his stops before his major league 
promotion. Also, thanks to his speed (he ranked in the 
top 30 in sprint speed last year, per Statcast data) 
and glove (he can play all three outfield positions), he 
brings more to the table than just what he can do with 
his bat. 

That said, the O’s are all about examining whatev-
er data is available, and taking platoon splits into ac-
count is far from advanced analytical thinking. Based 
on what he’s done in the majors to this point, there’s 
no guarantee that Mullins sticks on the Orioles’ roster 
for the full season, let alone that he’ll develop enough 
from the right side of the plate to earn even more work. 

On top of that, an analysis earlier this year by 
Shane Tourtellotte for The Hardball Times, examin-
ing whether batters can learn to narrow their platoon 
splits, came to the conclusion that there is “generally 
little evidence batters learn how to hit better from their 
weak side” and suggested that perhaps these players 
would be better off simply focusing on what they do well 
to increase their platoon advantage. Most switch-hit-
ters don’t abandon hitting from either side of the plate, 
which is something former outfielder Shane Victorino 
did in 2013 to some short-term success, but maybe 
more should try.

If a wide platoon split wasn’t a big enough question 
mark already for Mullins, the O’s added an intriguing 
outfield option in Smith, who was acquired for basically 
nothing from the Toronto Blue Jays (just international 
bonus slot money). It’s also only a matter of time (and 
health) before outfield prospects Hays and Diaz make 
their way to Baltimore -- and maybe Anthony Santand-
er, DJ Stewart and Ryan McKenna, too.

Of course, the Orioles have more important things 
to worry about than whether Mullins starts to look 
more like an everyday player than a fourth outfielder 
type. But for a team that’s now heavily investing more 
in player development at all levels of the organization, 
it’ll be interesting to see if Mullins can make the needed 
improvements. •

A
 Matt Kremnitzer
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Can Orioles Outfielder Cedric 
Mullins Break Out Of Platoon Role?
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owson attackman Bren-
dan Sunday and goalie 
Tyler Canto played a huge 
role in the team’s unex-
pected rise to the top of 
the national polls.

It was an impressive 
milestone for a team that was not even 
ranked in the top 20 prior to the season. 

“We always think we can play anyone, 
regardless of their ranking or whatever,” 
Sunday said. “We always have confidence.” 

Towson head coach Shawn Nadelen 
loves to challenge his players by putting to-
gether one of the most difficult schedules 
in college lacrosse. The players responded 
with some key victories.

However, they never got too caught up 
in the hype of earning the school’s first No. 
1 ranking as a Division I lacrosse program. 

The Tigers opened the season with five 
consecutive victories and grabbed that No. 
1 ranking after a 12-10 victory against then-
top-ranked Loyola at Johnny Unitas Sta-
dium Feb. 27. After beating Jacksonville, 
15-13, in Charlotte, N.C., the Tigers dropped 
their next three games to then-No. 3 Cor-
nell (18-11), No. 2 Duke (12-10) and No. 13 
Denver (7-6) in the middle of March. 

Instead of getting discouraged, the play-
ers simply learned from the experience. 

“Even though we went on a little losing 
streak, it was a wakeup call,” Canto said. 
“The No. 1 ranking does not mean any-
thing until the end of the year.”

Sunday added: “We knew we weren’t as 
good as we thought we were. Even though 
we had that No. 1 ranking, we knew there 
were things we needed to work on. It 

showed. A couple of teams exposed that. It 
was cool to have it, but we’re really focused 
on winning the CAA.”

Sunday, a senior, has played a key role 
and has led the team in scoring through-
out the season. Opposing defensemen have 
tried to adjust with double teams and by 
making it more difficult for him to get the 
ball, but Sunday has been able to counter 
that strategy by being patient and letting 
some of the other attackmen take advan-
tage of the open space.  

“I’ve had chances and I’ve capitalized 
on a few of them,” he said. “We don’t really 
view it as one guy carrying the whole load. 
We have a really talented group. That has 
shown throughout the whole year. We’ve 
been pretty balanced.”

The 6-foot-5 Sunday arrived at Towson 
weighing about 180 pounds from Arlington 
(N.Y.) High School, where he finished as 
the program’s all-time leading scorer with 
249 points. He played a huge part of the 
Tigers’ scout team as an underclassman 
while he worked to get bigger and stronger. 

“I’ve played against some really great 
defensemen,” he said. “On the scout team, 
I played against guys like Mike Lowe, Chad 
Patterson, Gray Bodden, Koby Smith, 
guys currently on the defense right now. It 
helped my development a ton, just playing 
those top-level defensemen. That’s really 
helped me.”

Sunday, who now weighs 205 pounds, 
missed all of his sophomore season after 
suffering an upper body injury. He bounced 
back in 2018 and started 13 games, finish-
ing with 17 goals and six assists.

This year, Sunday has become the go-to 
player on the attack and sets an example 
for some of the younger players with his 

work ethic. Sunday had 29 goals and 15 as-
sists entering play April 13. 

“I’m not even close to the player I want 
to be,” Sunday said. “That always drives 
me.”

Canto, a junior, shares a similar drive 
to improve. The 6-foot-6 goalie made 785 
saves during three seasons at Billerica 
Memorial High School in Massachusetts. 
He was named an Eastern Massachusetts 
All-American, was a two-time Boston Lax 
All-American and two-time all-conference 
honoree. He began his career at UMass 
Lowell before transferring to Towson prior 
to the 2018 season. 

“I really liked it here and really liked the 
coaching staff. I like the culture here,” he 
said. “We want to win our conference. We 
want to win a national championship. Ev-
eryone is on the same page. It’s the best 
decision I made.”

Last summer, Canto went to a boxing 
gym to work on the quickness of his hands. 
He also worked with a weighted shaft and 
pretended to make saves to improve his 
speed and motion to make saves. 

“It really did help a lot,” he said. “I could 
tell I was a lot quicker, especially off-hip, 
which is a tough one for me. I feel a lot 
more confident in it now. I just feel a lot 
quicker all-around.”

Canto entered this season behind red-
shirt sophomore Shane Brennan. But 
Brennan suffered an unspecified lower-
body injury, and Canto took advantage of 
the opportunity.

“Coming in, I wanted to earn that 
starting spot,” Canto said. “I was ready 
to battle every day. Obviously, there was 
some injuries and I made the best of my 
opportunity. I’m just trying to run with it 

and keep it going.”
He’s made some highlight-reel saves 

that have received national attention.
In the fourth quarter against Loyola, 

Canto dove to the right of the cage on a 
shot fake by Greyhounds senior attackman 
Kevin Lindley. Just as Lindley was about 
to finish off what appeared to be an easy, 
short-range goal, Canto managed to raise 
his stick just high enough to make a point-
blank stop to preserve a 9-7 lead.

He finished with 14 saves. 
“Honestly, I don’t even know what was 

going through the kid’s head,” sophomore 
defenseman Koby Smith said of Canto af-
ter the game. “I slid and I turned around 
and all of a sudden Canto is on his butt on 
the ground, shaking his stick around and 
the kid is throwing a thousand fakes.” 

Brennan is now fully healthy and re-
lieved Canto in games against Cornell and 
Hofstra. Nadelen said both goalies will 
have opportunities moving forward, and he 
expects them to respond to the challenge 
of being the starter. 

“We’ve got two great ones,” Nadelen 
said. “That’s a luxury we have. Like every 
position, it is something we have to evalu-
ate. The goalie position is no different than 
any other position and we will see who we 
want to go with.”

After the arduous nonconference sched-
ule, the Tigers are fully focused on winning 
the CAA and earning an automatic bid to 
the NCAA Tournament. Massachusetts 
was picked to win the conference title in 
a preseason vote of the league’s six head 
coaches, just ahead of the Tigers. 

However, there are several teams that 
could make a run at that championship, 
and the Towson players are not taking any-
one lightly.  

“Anyone can beat anyone,” Sunday said. 
“That’s the best thing about our confer-
ence. It’s just a bunch of hard-nosed, gritty 
teams. We’re just trying to be the best ver-
sion of us.” •

Brendan Sunday, Tyler Canto Help 
Spark Ascent Of Towson Men’s Lacrosse
 Todd Karpovich
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Booker Corrigan and Glenn Clark discuss the  
latest in Baltimore high school lacrosse. 
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he Baltimore-based Schneidereith quadru-
plets stick together -- even these days when, 
technically, they’re not sticking together.

With lacrosse sticks, that is.
The famous sisters, who were featured 

on People magazine’s website in 2015 as all 
four earned college scholarships out of Tow-
son High School, are now all starting on Di-

vision I lacrosse teams. Jamie and Lucy, the identical twins in 
the foursome, are midfielders at Drexel. Goalkeeper Georgia 
is at Albany, and Maggie is a leading scorer on attack, closer to 
home at Johns Hopkins. All four are juniors.

“I always wonder what it would be like if we were together,” 
Maggie said. “Our parents would be so happy for us to be in 
one place all at once. It has been a weird situation. We’re part 
of our family within our teams at our schools, but we still have 
a strong connection with each other.”

But it’s not the same as the 24-hour, seven-days-a-week ex-
istence the sisters shared the first 18 years of their lives. After 
much discussion as they were making their college decisions, 
it was Maggie who made the first move, deciding to become 
a Blue Jay and breaking up the Schneidereith lacrosse party.

“Maggie was the first to commit,” Georgia said. “She said, 

‘Guys, I’m sorry, but I want to do my own thing.’ I was crushed. 
I was like, ‘Nooooooooo!’ But I understood. It’s really nice to 
have your own life, your own experiences.”

Often at the expense of individuality, all four sisters had 
grown up with a group identity that often defined them among 
those who first met them and came to know them collectively. 
They had the same friends, the same schedule, the same pas-
sion for lacrosse, and all four were together more often than 
not. They have no other siblings.

“At that point we were so used to being together, but then 
the thought of being on our own was exciting,” said oldest -- by 
a full minute -- sister Jamie. “I have that older child personal-
ity, the maternal one. It’s hard that I’m not with them all the 
time, but when we get together it’s so great. There’s so much 
to catch up on.”

Lucy said the sisters call Jamie “General Jamie,” because 
she often took the lead, and when push came to shove, Lucy 
and Jamie decided they would go to school together. 

“Drexel reached out to me and Jamie, too,” Lucy said. 
“Which makes sense because we’re pretty much the exact 
same player. I wasn’t expecting her to come here, but when we 
were sitting in the coach’s office, we both just knew.”

But even the two closest of the sisters wanted some dis-
tance. They haven’t roomed together, and since Lucy is a 

nursing major and Jamie is in finance, they don’t share many 
classes. They have really only been together at the Philadel-
phia school on the lacrosse field and in the locker room. That 
will change next year when they are roommates again.

Old habits die hard.
And lacrosse has been their most significant habit since 

they were about 6 years old, as parents Wilbur and Jenny 
Schneidereith encouraged them in all pursuits, especially la-
crosse. 

“It became a family thing,” Maggie said. “With our dad 
coaching us, yeah, sometimes we missed playing soccer or 
basketball or swimming, but there was something special 
about lacrosse for us, and something that made us want to 
stick with it.”

“Lacrosse was the only sport we all played together where 
we were all pretty good,” Jamie said.

And there was a reason for that. Wilbur had played back in 
the day, and he coached them in the sport right up until high 
school. He passed along his passion and knew enough about 
the game to help them thrive.

“Dad put us in positions that fit,” said Georgia, who had 
the toughest time finding a home on the field. “Lucy and Ja-
mie could run for days so they were natural midfielders. Mag-
gie was so driven, she was great on attack.”

And when the quadruplets first played rec league, only 

Georgia lagged behind. She was on a “B” team, while the oth-
ers were running with the best players. That’s when Wilbur 
thought maybe her hand-eye coordination and toughness 
would make her a great fit in goal.

Georgia slotted in as the Great Danes’ starting goalkeeper 
this season, and she ranks among the America East Confer-
ence leaders in goals-against average.

“All three of [my sisters] pushed me to be who I am today,” 
said Georgia, a communications major and business minor 
at Albany. “I probably wouldn’t have kept playing without the 
motivation from them, having their support and the fun. It’s a 
unique connection a lot of people don’t understand. We fought 
sometimes when we were younger, but now I just want to be 
with them. We obviously have so much in common.”

All of the Schneidereiths are high achievers and seem to 
have a knack for being great teammates. Essentially, they’ve 
been teammates their whole life. They are articulate, passion-
ate about their pursuits and ready to make a mark in the real 
world next spring when they graduate.

Not surprisingly, Wilbur said it has all just flown by from 
where he sits.

“I had a lot of fun coaching them, but I had no idea what to 
expect as they got into the older age groups,” Wilbur said. “We 
just kept plodding through. I never thought in middle school 

they would all go on to play lacrosse in college.”
He and Jenny log a lot of hours and mileage watching as 

much live lacrosse action as possible, and the internet has 
helped them see all of their daughters play on a consistent 
basis.

Jamie and Lucy were starting and scoring (a combined 
18 goals through the first 10 games) for Drexel before Lucy 
sprained her ankle, which caused her to miss time.

Perhaps Maggie’s career has taken flight fastest, play-
ing for the local Blue Jays. She led Hopkins in scoring with 
42 goals entering play April 13, and she was named Big Ten  
Offensive Player of the Week, posting nine goals and four as-
sists during back-to-back victories against Saint Joseph’s 
and Hofstra in early March. She has been the model of con-
sistency, scoring at least a point in 20 straight games, and 
she’s already climbing the program’s all-time leaderboards.

“Maggie was the quiet one growing up, but her personality 
is really strong,” Lucy said. “She really wanted to branch out 
and is an amazing player and has really developed in college.”

Not surprisingly, Maggie credited her sisters. 
“We were raised very different from a lot of teenagers,” she 

said. “We want to achieve so much because of the way we grew 
up. There has always been competition with each other. If Ja-
mie got an ‘A’ in a class, Lucy would want to get an ‘A,’ too. It 
really had an effect on us and has done wonders for us, I think.”

For Wilbur, he sees his and Jenny’s role as parents as just a 
small piece of what their daughters have accomplished.

“It’s incredible what’s going on now when you see celebri-
ties spending millions of dollars to get their kids in schools and 
parents writing papers for kids,” Wilbur said. “That’s insane to 
me. The one thing I guess we did was we let them fail.”

He laughed that by third grade they were all making their 
own lunches. Each of them forgot -- once. That was all it took. 
Soon they were doing their own laundry. 

“We didn’t enable them that much,” Wilbur said. “We 
helped, but we let them figure things out on their own.”

Then again, each of the Schneidereith girls had three con-
stant reminders of what she needed to do, and they were obvi-
ously paying attention. Now the quadruplets are well on their 
way to achieving goals that don’t have so much to do with a 
stick and a ball.

“The weirdest thing now is having some alone time, though 
we’ve all got roommates,” Jamie said. “We’ve adjusted. It has 
been a great experience for all of us.”

They all text or Snapchat or talk regularly, and they love in-
troducing friends they have made on their own to their sisters. 
Some of them are delighted that many of their fellow students 
don’t know they are quadruplets. They never got to experience 
that sort of separate identity back home in Lutherville, Md.

Maggie, a sociology major, said the chance to establish 
themselves as individuals has been nice for all of them. It’s 
funny, though -- it’s not as important to them as it was three 
years ago coming out of high school.

They are quadruplets and they know it, and that, really, is 
all that has ever mattered. •

Schneidereith Quadruplets 
Thriving On, Off Lacrosse Field
 Mike Ashley
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n national signing day in February, new 
Maryland head football coach Mike Locks-
ley reiterated the importance of a strategy 
that has been repeated constantly for years: 
recruit locally.

“The DMV has become a hotbed and 
very fruitful area for recruiting,” Locksley 

said Feb. 6. “Prince George’s [County] … has produced a great 
number of big-time players over the years and we continue to 
see that trend.”

Two of those standout local players, running back Antho-
ny McFarland and cornerback Tino Ellis -- two of 11 DeMatha 
graduates on the roster -- are set to lead the team on both 
sides of the ball this fall.

McFarland, a Hyattsville, Md., native who graduated from 
DeMatha in 2017, is a rising redshirt sophomore. He rushed for 
a team-high 1,022 yards in 2018 and is now the consensus No. 1 
back with the departure of Ty Johnson.

“Just getting bigger, stronger and faster,” McFarland said 
of his preparation for a second college football season. “Last 
year, watching Ty -- how he practiced, how he played, learning 
leadership skills that he did and he had. [I am] just basically 
doing the same thing, just taking everything that I learned 

from him and just applying it to the team, not just the running 
back room, but the whole team.”

Maryland’s crop of running backs will once again be one of 
the most talented position groups for the Terps. McFarland 
said he expects the team's running backs to create mismatch-
es for the defense all over the field in offensive coordinator 
Scottie Montgomery’s new system. Maryland’s other backs 
include redshirt juniors Jake Funk and Lorenzo Harrison III 
(DeMatha), as well as juniors Tayon Fleet-Davis and Javon 
Leake and senior Ikechukwu Ogwuegbu.

“We’ve still got a lot of pieces,” McFarland said. “We are go-
ing to miss Ty, [he was] a big part of the running back room 
but we just keep reloading. Everybody’s going to play a big 
part this season, so I’m excited about that.”

Locksley said he plans to use utilize the entire running 
back depth chart, just as he did at Alabama. 

“What I’ve always worked toward is using my best players 
as often as I can,” Locksley said. “I feel good about the depth 
that we have at that position. ... They all have some strengths, 
[and] we have to develop processes and plays to make sure we 
keep all those guys involved.”

Ellis, a rising senior from Reisterstown, Md., graduated 
from DeMatha in 2016. He will fill the leadership void in Mary-
land’s secondary left by Darnell Savage Jr., who is one of the 
top safety prospects in the 2019 NFL Draft.

As a junior, Ellis intercepted one pass and defended 12 
others. His offseason has been smooth under the direction of 
Locksley and new cornerbacks coach Cory Robinson.

“So far he’s set a standard and he’s holding guys account-
able for their actions,” Ellis said of his new head coach, adding 
that a pre-existing relationship with Robinson, who previous-
ly served as Maryland’s director of player personnel in 2015, 
helped ease the transition into a new defensive system that 
will rely more on man-to-man coverage than his first three 
years in College Park, Md.

McFarland also has a new running backs coach with whom 
he has a long-standing relationship. Former DeMatha head 
coach Elijah Brooks was hired as the Terps’ running backs 
coach in December, creating yet another connection between 
Maryland and the high school that sits just three miles from 
campus. DeMatha won four straight Washington Catholic 
Athletic Conference titles under Brooks from 2013-2016.

“He’s a guy that’s well-respected in this area,” Locksley 
said of Brooks, whom he’s known for years, having recruited 
him at Maryland when Brooks was a running back prospect 
at DeMatha in the early 2000s. “Obviously, the relationships 
he has in the area locally with the way recruiting is at this level 
... and how he’s managed and been able to keep the DeMatha 
program moving forward really impressed me.”

McFarland recalled getting a phone call from his father, 
Anthony Sr., when Brooks was hired, and he said he couldn’t 
contain his excitement about the chance to link back up with 
his former head coach.

“He’s a hell of a coach and I’m excited for him,” McFarland 
said, adding that Brooks hasn’t changed since he last coached 
McFarland in 2017. “... He’s going to be hard on you coaching. 
Whenever you’re doing good, he’s going to tell you. And when-
ever you’re slouching, he’s going to get on you. That’s the best 
thing about good coaches.”

McFarland and Ellis see themselves as more than prod-
ucts of a “stay at home” movement at Maryland; they are ac-
tively recruiting other local players to play for the Terps, too. 
McFarland said he texts current DeMatha players regularly, 
acting as a recruiter to convince more players to join him and 
Ellis at Maryland.

“We’re trying to get people -- not just at DeMatha -- but 
just people that go to school in Maryland,” McFarland said. 
“You don’t have to go far, you don’t have to go to a big-time 
school to accomplish what you want to accomplish, whether 
it’s the NFL or your dream job, just anything. You can do it in 
your backyard.”

Another DeMatha product, consensus four-star defensive 
back Nick Cross, will join the team this fall after signing with 
Maryland a few days after national signing day. He originally 
had committed to Florida State.

Ellis, who started all 12 games at cornerback last year, said 
Cross could make an immediate impact on defense.

“I’m excited to have him with us,” Ellis said. “I know he’s 
going to contribute to the team. That’s going to be big for us. 
... We definitely have to keep the pipeline open and keep guys 
coming through.” •
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DeMatha Standouts Ready To Lead 
Maryland On Both Sides Of The Ball
 Brooks DuBose
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anielle Durjan and the rest of Towson’s 
women’s basketball team sat in a room 
packed with students and fans, anxiously 
waiting for the news to become official.

Reminders were littered throughout 
the room of how far the Tigers had come 
in just one season. The Colonial Athletic 

Association tournament championship trophy sat on a 
table in the background, and a small monitor was show-
ing highlights from the team’s first winning season since 
2011.

All eyes were looking forward, though. In the front of 
the room was an even larger screen that displayed where 
the Towson squad and the program’s future was heading 
next.

The Selection Monday special for the NCAA Tour-
nament on ESPN held no secrets for the Tigers or the 
other 63 teams. The Tigers knew they had earned an au-
tomatic bid after winning the CAA tournament, and the 
NCAA Tournament bracket had been accidently leaked 
by ESPNU just hours before it was officially slated to be 
released to the public.

But that didn’t matter, at least not to Durjan and the 
rest of the team nor the Towson faithful -- because for the 
first time ever, their team was on that bracket. The No. 
15 seed Tigers were set to take on perennial powerhouse 
Connecticut.

“It was surreal and exciting at the same time,” said 
Durjan, who finished her senior year averaging 6.0 points 
and 2.7 rebounds. “Just to know that this is my last sea-
son playing basketball and I was able to do something 
that a lot of people don’t get a chance to do ... made me 
very proud of myself and my teammates.”

To say Towson underwent a drastic turnaround would 
be an understatement. The team went from finishing 9-21 
in 2017-18 to reaching 20 wins for just the second time in 
program history. The players now view winning as an ex-
pectation, and dreams of postseason contention have be-
come the standard.

And that’s just how second-year head coach Diane 
Richardson wants her players to feel.

“We talked about that in our preseason training,” 
Richardson said. “We knew that if we followed the guide-
lines, we could win the CAA championship. We talked 
about it throughout the year and they bought into that. 
We had that on our minds every single game.”

Richardson came to the program before the 2017 sea-
son, when winning was hard to come by. The Tigers hadn’t 
finished with a winning record since 2012, and even that 
season ended with a five-game losing streak. The team 
had made it out of the first round of the CAA tournament 
just twice in seven years.

But Richardson, who has lived in Ellicott City, Md., 
for 25 years, was determined to change that. She had fol-
lowed the team throughout her coaching career, which 
includes stops at Maryland, American and West Virginia, 
so she knew the program better than many.

When she got the call from Towson, it was an opportu-
nity she couldn’t pass up.

“I took it personal,” Richardson said. “I was a fan al-
ready. It just hit my heart that it was here in my home-
town area.”

Maryland head coach Brenda Frese, who got to know 
Richardson when she was part of her coaching staff in 
2007, said she was proud, but not surprised, when Towson 
made the NCAA Tournament. She also knew how much 
the team’s success meant to her former assistant coach.

“When you talk about the pride that she has for Mary-
land, for her community, for her to be so embedded in 
this community for her entire life, go through the trench-
es and help Towson make history for the first time ever, 
there’s got to be a tremendous amount of pride for what 
she’s accomplished,” Frese said.

Richardson’s first order of business was changing 
Towson’s culture. That involved instilling trust and re-
spect among her players and helping them understand 
their potential. She wanted them to know the only way 
they were going to win was together.

Changing the culture also meant building a winning 
mentality. The Tigers had to learn how to expect to win 

every time they stepped on the court. For a team that 
had lost more than it won for several seasons, establish-
ing that winning mindset was difficult at first.

“The first year was tough,” Richardson said, “because 
they weren’t used to winning. So they didn’t always give 
the extra push at the end to win. In those tough games, 
we couldn’t pull it out because they were used to losing. 
But that was a whole different story this year.”

For Durjan, a guard who spent time at Sacred Heart 
and Harford Community College before transferring to 
Towson in 2017, developing the team’s chemistry was crit-
ical. More than half of Towson’s roster for the 2018-19 sea-
son was new to the program, which meant there needed 
to be a strong relationship between new and returning 
players if the team was going to succeed.

Although that relationship developed continuously 
during the course of the season, it didn’t take long for the 
team to come together.

“The good thing is that a lot of us came [to campus] 
over the summer,” Durjan said. “So we were able to build 
something then and figure each other out. But it all 
comes down to trust. The extra passes and knowing your 
teammate is going to get the rebound is all built on trust. 
We all know winning is the goal, so everything is all about 
making us better.”

That work paid off for the Tigers as the season pro-
gressed. After starting the season 3-4, Towson won nine 
of its next 11 games and went 15-8 to close out the regular 
season. It was during a six-game win streak that included 
single-digit wins against Drexel, Delaware and North-
eastern that Durjan and her teammates knew what they 
had established in the offseason was working.

“We just started clicking,” Durjan said. “This was basi-
cally the first year we had played together with so many 
new faces. It was around December when we started to 
realize that we were for each other, and it showed [in the 
results].”

It was at the start of that win-streak -- a 12-point come-
back victory against Marshall University -- that Richard-
son knew her players had grasped a winning mentality.

“We were down at halftime, and we talked about want-
ing to win and fighting to win,” Richardson said. “And 
they came back out and they fought. I knew they had it 
in them then.”

Again, it was not shocking to Frese when Richardson’s 
team started winning.

“When you’re losing, changing the mentality is the big-
gest hurdle,” Frese said. “But it’s no surprise with Coach 
Richardson’s positivity and energy for her to change the 
program. But Towson really is a sleeping giant when you 
look at the facilities and their commitment to athletics. 
And when you look at recruiting in this region with the 
talent that’s out there, they’ve done just a phenomenal 
job.”

Towson went on to lose to Connecticut, 110-61, in the 
first round of the NCAA Tournament. The players suf-
fered from nerves early in the game, Richardson said, and 
they entered a shooting slump that allowed the Huskies 
to surge ahead. But there wasn’t any negativity on the 
bus heading back to Maryland. The prevailing thought 
was getting back to the tournament next season.

“We knew we gave it everything we had,” said Richard-
son, whose team finished 20-13. “But we’re excited to work 
to come back next year and know what we need to work 
on to get back to that point. It’s been our goal ever since 
we got back on the bus.”

The mold has been broken. Towson is now a team 
that will be mentioned in future postseason discussions. 
As Richardson said, she and the rest of the people in the 
program want the Tigers to be “fresh on people’s tongues” 
when talking about successful programs.

And no matter what Towson goes on to accomplish, this 
year’s players will forever be able to say that they started it 
all. That’s something Durjan will never forget.

“It’s a really cool feeling knowing that future teams 
or players looking to come to Towson will know that this 
team won a championship here,” Durjan said. “This team 
will always be together forever because of that.” •

Towson Women’s Basketball Hopes 
To Build On Historic Season
 Zach Selby
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Locate area camps that  
suit your child's interests. 

 

Locate area camps that  
suit your child's interests. 
Searchable by type, age, location and more. 
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FUN, FRIENDSHIP, ADVENTURE, 
AND DISCOVERY AWAIT YOUR CHILD!
Camp Red Feather, Camp Red Eagle, Senior Camp, All Sports Camp, 
and Outdoor Adventure Camp offer a traditional day-camp experience 
on our beautiful 800-acre campus. These camps include:

i transportation
i lunch

i before and aftercare
i multiple sibling discounts

OVER 80 CAMPS!
Visit mcdonogh.org for our 
full catalog.

i traditional day camps
i sports clinics
i arts and educational programs
i overnight camps

For more information, email 
summer@mcdonogh.org or 
call 443-544-7100.

2019 MCDONOGH 
SUMMER CAMPS

iBus transportation 
and lunch provided at 
no additional cost!

Register today at 
mcdonogh.org.
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RETURNS FOR OUR 16TH YEAR!

BALTIMORE JUNE 17 - 21, 2019 Boys & Girls10-18

LEARN from top sports
broadcasters 
MEET professional coaches and 
athletes 
CREATE your own sports anchor, 
reporting, and play-by-play videos 
HOST your own sports talk radio 
and PTI style shows
PRACTICE sports social media 
and podcasting

www.playbyplaycamps.com
800-319-0884 | info@playbyplaycamps.com

DAY/OVERNIGHT OPTIONS AVAILABLE! 

SIGN UP
EARLY

SIGN UP
EARLY
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Pete Caringi 
All-Maryland Soccer Camp
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Residential Camps

Available
Visit our web site

for more information

CCBC Essex
Session I – June 17-21, 2019
Session II – June 24-28, 2019

10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

UMBC Men’s Soccer 
ID Camp

July 12-14, 2019
Ages 13-18 High School age 

boys only

THE ALL PRO EXPERIENCE
With over 20 years of instructional lacrosse camp experience, 
Tom Marechek has put together the perfect combination 
of training, drills and activities to improve a player’s skills and 
knowledge of the game. The curriculum at All Pro Lacrosse 
Camps covers everything from individual techniques to 
situational and team tactics.
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June 10th - August 9th

Expert instruction provided by Loyola coaches, faculty,  
and staff on the campus of Loyola Blakefield.

Cyber Science
Driver’s Ed Personal Enrichment

Young Filmmakers Workshop
Sports

Academics Adventure

Sensational summer camps 
for boys and girls  

ages 5-18!

loyolablakefield.org/summer

$20 Off
full day camp of your choice

Early Enrollment Offer!

$10 Off Half Day Camp of Your Choice

Register Online. Multi-camp and multi-sibling 
discounts applied at checkout.

Expires May 1, 2019
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Armon Harried (left)
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rmon Harried, a senior 
guard/forward who led 
the Lake Clifton boys’ 
varsity basketball team 
to two consecutive state 
championships, was 
named the U.S. Army 

Impact Player of the Month.
Harried was nominated for the award 

by his father, longtime Lake Clifton head 
coach and athletic director Herman 
“Tree” Harried. 

“I watched him put his work in,” Her-
man said. “He’s disciplined enough to 
work out by himself. He doesn’t need 
someone to actually work him out. ... 
He’s mature enough to work on things 
with suggestions here and there, and 
occasionally he and I will do things to-
gether. I watched him just this summer 
change his diet and the weight training 
he’s done. So I’ve watched him put his 
work in to have the kind of year that he’s 
had this year.”

Armon scored 35 points in the Lak-
ers’ 64-46 win against Southern-Garrett 
in the 1A Maryland Public Secondary 
Schools Athletic Association champion-
ship game in College Park, Md., March 
16. The 6-foot-4 Armon, described by his 
coach as a complete player who can han-
dle the ball, shoot, drive, post up and de-
fend, also played a leading role in Lake 
Clifton’s 2A title last winter. 

The state championships brought 
Armon full circle; Herman just finished 
his 23rd year of coaching the Lakers, and 
Armon grew up in Lake Clifton’s gym.

“I’ve been there probably in the crib 
somewhere,” Armon joked.

Armon and Herman recalled Her-
man setting up a basketball hoop -- first 
a Nerf hoop, then an outdoor portable 
hoop -- in the corner of the gym for Ar-
mon to use while Herman coached his 
team. But it wasn’t always smooth sail-
ing for Armon in the gym.

“He just learned how to ride this 
skateboard, two-wheel scooter, and I 
told him to be careful,” Herman recalled. 
“And of course, he flips over a table and 
I’ve got to take him to the emergency 
room because his elbow is hurt. He has 
busted his head running underneath the 
bleachers before. He’s damaged himself 
in that gym as well. It ain’t always been 
all good in that gym.”

Now, Armon is set to graduate from 
Lake Clifton this spring. He’s carrying a 
4.4 GPA, has never earned less than an ‘A’ 
and takes college-level courses -- Statis-
tics, English and Writing 101 -- through 
a dual-enrollment program provided by 
the University of Baltimore. He led the 
Lakers to 18-5 and 24-4 seasons the past 
two years to boot.

“You just have to know what you want 
to do in life and being able to manage it, 
because I know my plan for my life is not 
like everyone else’s,” Armon said. “I want 
to be successful, so I have to work for it 
and I just have to manage my time with 
schoolwork and on the court.”

Even though college awaits, Lake Clif-
ton will always be home.

“He’s learned how to ride his bike in 
that gym, he’s learned how to walk in 
that gym, he’s learned how to talk in 
that gym, he’s learned how to live in that 
gym, and that gym has been a home to 
him -- not just a gym,” Herman said. “It’s 
a home to me and not just a gym, and we 
treat it like it’s a home.”

Charlie Ditmars, a member of the Cal-
vert High School (Md.) swim team for 
the past four years, was also named the 
U.S. Army Impact Player of the Month.

Ditmars was nominated for the award 
by Calvert swimming coach Brian Dryer.

“It’s incredible for me to see him final-
ly get recognized for all the little things 
that he’s done for years that are just part 
of who he is,” Dryer said. “He doesn’t do 
it for the recognition, but for somebody 
to go out of their way to say, ‘Hey, we see 
this in you,’ especially coming from the 
[U.S. Army] with him enlisting in that, is 
a really big deal because this is what he 
wants to do with the rest of his life.”

Ditmars enlisted in the Army July 6, 
2018 and works out at an Army recruit-
ing center every Thursday. He’ll leave for 
boot camp in Fort Benning, Ga., June 
15. He’ll remain there for nearly four 
months. He’s scheduled to train to be a 
cavalry scout.

Ditmars originally enlisted because 
he was interested in a career in law en-
forcement down the line, but he’s unsure 
what his long-term plan is now. He’s 
interested in attending the U.S. Army 
Airborne School and U.S. Army Ranger 
School, both of which are located in Fort 
Benning.

“I always wanted to be a police offi-
cer. That was the whole reason I even 
decided to enlist or at least look at the 
military,” Ditmars said. “I always liked 
it, but I figured I have a three-year gap 
from when I graduate to when I can ac-
tually go serve in law enforcement, so 
that’s when I looked at [the U.S. Army]. 
Now, I don’t know if I want to go with 
that, or if I like the military I might just 
go 20 years, 10 years, however long and 

see what comes up.”
Dryer isn’t surprised Ditmars chose 

this path given the leadership he showed 
on the swim team. Ditmars pushed to 
have a team meal at swim meets, was 
among the first swimmers in the pool at 
practice and swam alongside teammates 
who were finishing their workouts dur-
ing practice so they didn’t have to finish 
training alone.

“Charlie is a natural leader. People 
want to follow him just because of who 
he is, and he holds himself to that stan-
dard,” Dryer said. “... We have four major 
traits that we push for in our students, 
which is the courage to be responsible, 
always show respect, value integrity and 
strive for excellence. They might as well 
just put his picture on that poster. That’s 
just him. It’s not a fake show. That’s lit-
erally and figuratively who you get with 
Charlie.”

Dryer encouraged Ditmars to swim 
butterfly events because Calvert was low 
on swimmers in those events, and Dit-
mars took well to it. He was an alternate 
for the Cavaliers during their postseason 
runs throughout his four years, an expe-
rience he cherishes.

“I had a lot of opportunities to make it 
to states and experience that level of com-
petition that, if I wasn’t on [such a good] 
program, I probably wouldn’t have been 
able to experience that,” Ditmars said. •

To nominate a student-athlete for the 
U.S. Army Impact Player award, visit 
PressBoxOnline.com/Impact.

  Luke Jackson

Armon Harried, Charlie Ditmars Named 
U.S. Army Impact Players Of The Month
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Charlie Ditmars (right) 

The Impact Player Of the Month is given 
to an individual who has impacted  
his or her team in  a positive way,  

both on and off the field.
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n the world of softball, Anne Arundel 
County has dominated since the Mary-
land Public Secondary Schools Athletic 
Association began keeping records in 
1976.

Since that time, Anne Arundel schools 
have won 31 state championships. North-

east leads the way with nine, Chesapeake has won seven 
and, overall, nine schools from the county have come away 
with the state trophy. The first Anne Arundel school to win 
a state title was Meade in 1978.

Seven Anne Arundel schools have won at least two 
championships. The most recent title for the county 
came when Severna Park took the Class 4A state crown 
last spring. It was the first time an Anne Arundel team 
had won a state title in eight years, though the county re-
mained very competitive.  

Falcons head coach Meredith McAlister is in her 11th 
year running the program, and Severna Park has won 
five county titles and one region crown during her tenure. 
McAlister played there while in high school, too.

In fact, McAlister played on the 1999 team that suffered 
a tough 1-0 loss to Gaithersburg (in eight innings) in the 
state final. McAlister said that while she was growing up, 
there was such a heavy interest in softball that girls from 
all over the county played with and against each other at 

high levels in travel ball, and that made them better during 
the season. It’s a trend that continues today.

“When I was growing up, there was such a culture of 
individual coaches in Anne Arundel County,” she said. 
“There were pitching coaches, hitting coaches, and we all 
knew each other. We all played together.”

McAlister said it was remarkable how much softball the 
girls played in the high levels of travel. They made them-
selves better by competing throughout the summer. 

“We were all kind of really pushing ourselves, playing 
five, six or seven games in a weekend,” McAlister said. “My 
best friend pitched five games in a row one day.”

Pete Waskiewicz was the softball coach at Mount de 
Sales, a Catonsville, Md., private school, for 23 years. He 
also coached travel softball and guided McAlister for eight 
years. He believes access to pitching coaches is just stron-
ger in Anne Arundel than other places, giving softball 
players in Anne Arundel a leg up on the competition in a 
crucial aspect of the game.

“I feel like pitching down there is so much better,” he 
said. “Everybody’s dedicated to the team down there. Ev-
erybody’s dedicated to winning. I just think you have a bet-
ter area of coaches down there.”

Even though no Anne Arundel school won a state title 
from 2011-2017, Waskiewicz said teams from the county were 
still knocking on the door. The breakthrough happened 
last spring when McAlister’s Falcons crushed Northwest, 
13-0, in a game that went just 4.5 innings.

Roger Simonds, a former baseball coach at Archbishop 
Spalding who is now a private hitting instructor, said all of 
the high-level travel teams in the county are sending girls 
to high school programs who have already played a lot 
of top-level softball. The good travel programs like Lake 
Shore and Wagner’s basically form a feeder system to the 
high schools in the county, and it’s one that keeps giving. 

McAlister said there are now teams at the “A” or “Gold” 
level which travel up and down the East Coast and across 
the country. She estimates 11 of the 13 players on her ros-
ter last season played on “A” level teams and honed their 
skills that way.

Campbell Kline, one of the players who led Severna 
Park to the state title last spring and is headed to play 
at Maryland in the fall, plays for an “A” level team based 
in North Carolina. She travels to North Carolina once or 
twice a month to practice, and that squad competes in 
various cities in the United States.

“There was like a wave there [for a while] where Anne 
Arundel County was getting a lot of ‘B’ level and ‘C’ level 
players,” McAlister said. “But you’re going to need girls 
that have played ‘A’ level if you want [championships].”

The interest among girls in becoming high-level players 
seems to be coming back once again, she added.

“There was a disparity [during that seven-year time], 
and we weren’t getting the kind of players we were used to,” 
McAlister said. “We’re getting girls to buy in again. They 
love it. They want to get better. They want to improve.”

Simonds, whose daughter, Haley, played at Severna 
Park and now is on the Newberry College softball team, 
said what the girls learn early in the game at a young age 
forms the foundation for the way they grow as players. In 
Anne Arundel County, many girls already have basically 
mastered their craft, and it’s why they can overpower op-
ponents so often. 

It’s something that will likely continue.
“They just had an earlier understanding of what had 

to happen to move up the ladder,” Simonds said. “It gave 
our kids in the Anne Arundel market such an advantage 
because of the ground-level things they were taught.” •

 VARSITY REPORT

Anne Arundel County A High School 
Softball Powerhouse Once Again
 Jeff Seidel
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Severna Park softball after winning the 4A state championship in 2018



 BASEBALL/SOFTBALL 

ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY SENIOR SOFTBALL
This recreational over-60 softball league is looking for new players. 

The league starts April 20 and ends in September. Games will take 

place at the Bachman Sports Complex in Glen Burnie, Md. Email 

Mike West at westarnld@verizon.net for more information.

BABE RUTH BIRTHPLACE AND MUSEUM
The Babe Ruth Birthplace and Museum is located at 216 

Emory St. in Baltimore, three blocks west of Camden Yards. 

It’s open Monday through Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. from 

April until September. The museum will stay open until 7 

p.m. on the days of Orioles home games. Admission is $10 for 

adults, $8 for seniors and military personnel and $5 for chil-

dren. Visit baberuthmuseum.org for more information. Also 

consider making a tax-deductible donation. To do so, visit 

baberuthmuseum.org/donate or call 410-727-1539, ext. 3012.

MUSEUM OF NEGRO LEAGUES BASEBALL 
Visit the Hubert V. Simmons Museum of Negro Leagues Baseball 

in the Owings Mills branch of the Baltimore County Public 

Library. The museum is named after Bert Simmons, who played 

for the Baltimore Elite Giants. The museum is open daily, and 

admission is free. Volunteers are always welcome. For more  

information, visit smnlbinc.org.

ADULT BASEBALL
Join the Eastern Baltimore County over-40 baseball league, which 

plays with wood bats on 90-foot diamonds. Players of all skill levels 

are encouraged to visit over40baseball.org or call Mike Lockett at 

410-446-0443.

 BASKETBALL

VOLO CITY BASKETBALL
Volo City’s Baltimore basketball leagues run throughout the 

year in neighborhoods including Canton, Federal Hill, Mt. 

Washington and more. Men’s and coed leagues present full-

court competition in a fast-paced, competitive yet social atmo-

sphere. Volo City will provide referees and team shirts. Players 

can register as individuals or as part of a team. Teams require 

at least nine players. For more information and to register in a 

league, visit volocity.org/baltimore/basketball.

 GOLF 

MAY 18-19 -- BALTIMORE TWO-MAN TEAM 
CHAMPIONSHIP
The Baltimore Two-Man Team Championship is a 36-hole tourna-

ment at Mount Pleasant Golf Course that begins at 9 a.m. May 18. 

The championship is open to all amateur golfers regardless of club 

affiliation, but competitors usually have a handicap of 10 or better. 

Each team is two golfers and will play the best ball. The cost is $320 

per team. There will be no more than 102 teams. There are two age 

groups, one of which is golfers 55 and older. For more information and 

to register, visit classic5golf.com.

 SOCCER/RUGBY/SQUASH

CRAB KICKERS 
Register now for Crab Kickers spring programs. Crab Kickers, pow-

ered by Mighty Kicks, is a one-of-a-kind soccer program developed to 

provide a dynamic environment where children can develop soccer 

skills, social skills, coordination, confidence and self-esteem built on 

a solid foundation of fun. For more information or to register, visit 

mightykicksbaltimore.com/index.cfm.

SQUASH
SquashWise provides incentives for middle school students to excel 

academically, athletically and socially, as well as the opportunity 

to compete in local and national squash tournaments. No squash 

experience is necessary to become a tutor. Visit baltimoresquash-

wise.org to make your tax-deductible donation. To make equipment 

donations and/or become a volunteer tutor, email Abby Markoe at 

abbym@baltimoresquashwise.org.

 WALKS/RACES

APRIL 27 -- TAKE A BREATH FOR SARCOIDOSIS
The Life and Breath Foundation will commemorate National 

Sarcoidosis Month with its inaugural event designed to raise aware-

ness of the disease and promote healthy lifestyles. Take a Breath for 

Sarcoidosis will take place at DeJon Vineyards (5300 Hydes Rd., Hydes, 

Md., 21082). Check in begins at 8:30 a.m., followed by the 1K Children’s 

Fun Run at 9:45 a.m. The 1 Mile Walk and Coach Clint Gosnell 5K Trail 

Run start at 10 a.m. To register, visit lifeandbreath.org.

APRIL 27 -- ROAR FOR KIDS RUN/WALK
The Kennedy Krieger Institute’s ROAR For Kids 5K road run and 

low-mileage walk will be a jungle-themed event at Oregon Ridge 

Park in Cockeysville, Md. The race has raised nearly $3 million for 

the Kennedy Krieger Institute since 2005. The event begins at 8 a.m. 

Advance online registration ($35 for adults) ends April 23. On-site 

registration ($40) will be available as well. Runners can register at 

ROARforKids.KennedyKrieger.org.

MAY 5 -- BILLY KORROW MEMORIAL 5K RUN AND 
1-MILE WALK
The 26th annual Billy Korrow 5K and one-mile walk will begin 

at 8:30 a.m. at Loyola Blakefield High School. The 5K course 

starts and finishes at Loyola Blakefield and winds through neigh-

borhood roads. The one-mile walk is on campus. Registration 

costs $20 until race day and $25 the day of the race. All pro-

ceeds go to the Billy Korrow Scholarship Fund. For more infor-

mation and to register, visit runsignup.com/Race/MD/Towson/

BillyKorrowMemorial5KRunand1MileWalk.

MAY 4 -- FIESTA 5K FOR ALS RESEARCH
The Fiesta 5K is run the first Saturday of every May in downtown 

Baltimore. This year’s race will begin at 8 a.m. at Power Plant 

Live! and benefit the Robert Packard Center for ALS Research 

at Johns Hopkins, the only international research organization 

dedicated solely to the disease. The race has been run every year 

since 2007 and has raised more than $3.4 million for ALS research. 

Registration is $40. For more information and to register, visit 

support.alscenter.org/site/TR/Runs/General?pg=entry&fr_id=1412.

JUNE 9 -- MCVET 5K/10K
The Maryland Center for Veterans Education and Training, Inc. 

is set to hold its 24th annual 5K/10K event. The MCVET helps 

homeless veterans heal and achieve independence. More than 1,000 

runners are expected to gather for the races, which start and end 

at War Memorial Plaza in front of Baltimore’s City Hall. On-site reg-

istration will take place from 5:30-7:30 a.m. at the Lexington Street 

entrance to the War Memorial Building (101 N. Gay Street). The 5K 

starts at 7:30 and the 10K at 8:30 a.m. Registration costs $35 for the 

5K ahead of the day of the race and $40 for the 10K. To register, visit 

charmcityrun.com/calendar/mcvet-5k10k-walk-or-run.

 OTHER ACTIVITIES

APRIL 27 -- ATHLETES SERVING ATHLETES
Athletes Serving Athletes is hosting its annual Bull Roast and silent 

auction at the Decker Sports and Athletic Center at Goucher College 

from 6-10 p.m. The event will benefit individuals with limited to no 

mobility to help them cross the finish line in mainstream running 

events with the help of a team of able-bodied volunteer runners. 

Attire for the event is dressy casual. To buy tickets or donate an item 

to the Silent Auction, visit asa.run/bullroast.

MAY 11-12 -- RIDE FOR THE FEAST
Ride for the Feast is a two-day, 140-mile Maryland bike ride from 

Ocean City to Baltimore City. The event raises money for Moveable 

Feast, a nonprofit that delivers healthy meals to people living with 

HIV, cancer and other life-threatening illnesses in Baltimore City, 

the five surrounding counties and on the Eastern Shore. Last 

year, Moveable Feast delivered 743,940 life-saving meals to 6,060 

Marylanders. To register or donate, visit mfeast.org.

LACROSSE AT TIERNEY FIELD
More than 60 high school and college lacrosse games will be played 

this year at Tierney Field at the U.S. Lacrosse national headquar-

ters in Sparks, Md. On April 20, Division I Hampton University will 

face off against Division III Bethany College at 3 p.m. A matchup 

of two Baltimore City high schools -- Mervo and City College -- will 

follow at 6 p.m. Tierney Field can host 2,000 fans, and seating is 

first come, first served. For more information, visit uslacrosse.org/

about-us-lacrosse/headquarters/tierney-field-game-schedule. •

 COMMUNITY BEAT

To submit your event listing to
Community Beat, visit

PressBoxOnline.com/Community
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They said it onThey said it onThey said it onThey said it on

“You never wanna try and be some-
body else. But I would definitely say 
they’re trying to create something spe-
cial and I think all the guys will attest to 
that. They wanna start something spe-
cial here and take this team as far as we 
possibly can.”
- New Ravens cornerback Justin Bethel March 27 on com-
parisons between the Ravens’ secondary and the Seahawks’ 
“Legion of Boom” secondary after the addition of safety Earl 
Thomas

“I’m going to be the best me I can be. I 
cannot be Terrell Suggs. I can’t. Hope-
fully when it’s all said and done, I can 
be compared to him, but as of right 
now, I’ve got to be me. And if that’s 
leading the defense and I need to take 
that on -- whatever that is -- I’ve got to 
do it my way.” 

- Ravens pass rusher Matthew Judon March 12 on 
needing to step up after the departure of Terrell 
Suggs in free agency

“He possesses the skill set to be an every-
down back. It's really how they want to 
use him. Obviously, he can run the ball 
on first or second down, but his ability 
to pass protect on third down, you won't 
have a problem there. He can pick up the 
blitz. He understands what defenses are 
trying to do to him. ... He'll be able to do 
all of that.”
- Saints radio analyst and former running back Deuce McAllister 
March 14 on new Ravens running back Mark Ingram

“What I saw from them the last two years 
is keying in on little things. When I say 
I looked up at Terrell Suggs as a lead-
er, they were there also so they got a 
chance to see that and learn that. From 
just watching them guys, they are relent-
less. I can tell their effort, the passion 
they have for the game is all the way 
there. All they need is that opportunity.”

- Former Ravens pass rusher Za’Darius Smith March 
25 on the belief he has in young rushers Tyus Bows-
er and Tim Williams moving forward

Listen to Glenn Clark Radio live from
Monday-Friday 10 a.m.-noon

GlennClarkRadio.com
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verything about the Cleveland Browns’ 
move to Baltimore in 1996 was, well, 
awkward. The new franchise had to 
rush to prepare for a season, which in-
cluded a stretch with no logo or team 
colors on jerseys as players practiced. 

For wide receiver Derrick Alexander, 
the craziness of that offseason subsided the moment the 
Ravens finally took the field 

“I REALLY remember our first game against the Raid-
ers,” Alexander said on Glenn Clark Radio April 3. “We 
came out and we win that game and we felt just so much 
love in the city. After that game, we kinda knew we were 
in a great place to play football. The fans accepted us, and 
they were excited and we were excited to be there. It was 
just a great place to play for a couple of years.”

Alexander had plenty of special moments during his 
two seasons in Charm City. He posted back-to-back 
1,000-yard receiving seasons, hauled in the first receiv-
ing touchdown in team history and caught the go-ahead 
score in the first “big win” in franchise history, the  
Ravens’ December 1996 victory against the Pittsburgh 
Steelers at Memorial Stadium. He even met his wife, 

Kim, late during that inaugural campaign. 
And after more than a decade away from Baltimore, 

Alexander has now returned. He’s joining his former 
Michigan teammate Tyrone Wheatley’s staff as wide re-
ceivers coach at Morgan State. 

“This is pretty incredible to come back,” Alexander 
said. “I’ve got a lot of ties still in Baltimore. My wife’s 
from Baltimore, her whole family graduated from Mor-
gan. This is pretty ironic. So our whole family is excited, 
her family is excited, everybody there is really excited to 
be able to come back to Morgan games and watch some 
football.”

None of this was really ever part of Alexander’s plan. 
“Even when I was playing I never thought I would 

want to coach,” Alexander said. “I always thought those 
guys spent way too many hours doing what they do and 
trying to get us ready. I didn’t think I wanted to spend so 
much time over there just doing football. Near the end 
of my career, the playing, the injuries and all of those 
things, all you want to do is ... when you’re done with 
football you just want to relax. 

“So when I was done with football and I tried to relax, 
but all I wanted to do is get back on the football field.”

Alexander tried other things. He started an entire-
ly new career in IT, but he just couldn’t stomach being 
stuck behind a desk. So after a decade away from the 

game, he took a job on the staff at Division III Wilm-
ington College in Ohio in 2015. That led him back to 
Kansas City, where he had spent four quality years with 
the Chiefs after departing Baltimore, and a gig at NAIA 
level Avila University. 

While Alexander was grinding at low levels, Wheatley 
was working his way through the ranks with assistant 
coaching jobs at schools like Syracuse and their alma 
mater, Michigan, as well as with NFL teams like the Buf-
falo Bills and Jacksonville Jaguars. 

“We’ve been in touch over the years,” Alexander said. 
“He had mentioned to me that he had wanted to get a 
head coaching job, and I was like, ‘Man, if you ever get 
one of those head coaching jobs, I’d love to work with 
you!’ The opportunity came up and he called me and I’m 
like, ‘Well, we’ve been talking about it for awhile so I’m 
all for it.’”

For those of us in Baltimore of a certain age that 
we’re just slightly too young to have vivid memories of 
the Baltimore Colts but are just old enough to have ex-
perienced the misery of a childhood without NFL foot-
ball, players like Alexander are particularly significant. 
That high-octane offense of the 1996 Ravens was a lot of 
fun, even if the team didn’t win many games. When we 
think of going to our first NFL game or attending our 
first tailgate or gathering with friends and family for the 
first time ever to watch “our” team on a Sunday, we con-
nect those memories with guys like Alexander. 

That’s why it’s so genuinely great to have him back. 
Of course, it also can’t hurt Morgan to have such a 

genuinely accomplished player with name recognition 
locally helping to recruit kids. And it wouldn’t hurt if 
maybe he could call in a favor and ask for a certain rook-
ie from that 1996 team to come over to talk to the Bears.

“At some point I’m trying to hook up with Ray [Lew-
is] and see if we can get him over there,” Alexander said. 
“He’s very inspirational. Even when that guy was a rook-
ie, you could tell he was going to be a leader!” •

 THE 
REALITY CHECK

  Glenn Clark

Former Ravens Receiver Derrick Alexander 
Is Back ... And That’s Great For Baltimore
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points, view current deals, track rewards and locate
Download the New and Improved Royal Farms Mobile App to earn

ROFO locations in your geographic area. 

 

“Best Fast-Food    Fried Chicken”- Food and Wine Magazine

Rewards
Earn points, view 

current deals, track 
rewards & redeem

free stuff!

Barcode
Easily access your 

Rewards card through 
the app’s homescreen. 

Store Finder

nearest Royal Farms 
Conveniently find the

location to you.

SAVE 25¢

per gallon with RoFo Pay!*

Get more deals
with our App.
 royalfarms.com/rewards
*For the first 30 days. See store for details.

FREE
CHICKEN ON

YOUR
BIRTHDAY
WITH APP!



With our advanced 2.5-litre Hybrid System II engine producing a total of 219 
net horespower, the All-New RAV4 Hybrid is our fastest RAV4 to date. Combined 
with RAV4 Hybrid’s Electronic On-Demand All-Wheel drive, uncompromising 
sport-tuned suspension, tauter shock absorbers and springs, the All-New RAV4 
Hybrid will let you take any curve you encounter with confidence. 

OUR BASE
 CLEARING
INNOVATION

The All-New

buyatoyota.com

XSE Hybrid model shown


