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WELCOME BACK, FANS
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eople who know me well 
and follow my opinions 
on sports will chuckle at 
my declaration that I’m 
an eternal optimist, but 
what’s always been per-
ceived as negativity is 
better described as con-

structive criticism.  
My constructive criticism continues as 

John and Louis Angelos, the sons of Balti-
more Orioles owner Peter Angelos, are appar-
ently now firmly in charge of the Orioles.

I’ve never felt the sins of a father should be 
visited upon the children. For me, John and 
Louis Angelos start with a clean slate. Actu-
ally, the clean slate has had some positives 
sprinkled on it, with some common-sense ap-
proaches to what seem like simple issues.

Who could find a way to disparage John 
Angelos’ initiative for kids to cheer free at 
Camden Yards? Who thinks the way the club 
is coming up with new themes to promote 
games almost on a nightly basis is a bad idea? 
What about music and fireworks on Friday 
nights? How about bringing back iconic Ori-
oles such as Hall of Famers Brooks Robinson 
and Eddie Murray? Can Cal Ripken Jr. be far 
behind?

The rebuild? Now we’re talking on-the-
field matters, which must start with posting 
more wins than losses.

For hard-core and casual Orioles fans, 
rebuilding was a no-brainer. Yes, I would’ve 
loved the Orioles to make an effort to sign 
second baseman Jonathan Schoop before jet-
tisoning him to the Milwaukee Brewers, but 
the rebuild is about accountability and sus-

tainability more than anything else.
The accountability I’m talking about is a 

coherent plan to, once and for all, walk and 
chew gum at the same time -- build a con-
tender at the major league level while improv-
ing the farm system so it can prime the major 
league pump.

The assertion by Orioles executive vice 
president of baseball operations Dan Du-
quette that the Orioles were going to begin to 
look into the international market for players 
is the sweetest tune heard in Birdland in more 
than three decades. The Orioles have been 
terrible at the foreign game and investing in 
Latin America dating as far back as former 
club owner Edward Bennett Williams’ tenure. 

I remember when Peter Angelos hired Pat 
Gillick as his general manager. I asked Gil-
lick during his introductory press conference 
about the likelihood of the club being active in 
the market for Cuban players, which was just 
beginning to percolate in the mid-1990s. 

Gillick answered in the affirmative, but 
the club did little during Gillick’s tenure to 
take advantage of his vast knowledge in 
that realm. Peter Angelos took the Orioles 
to Cuba to play the Cuban national team in 
1999 after Gillick’s departure. But Angelos 
never pivoted to use that goodwill in Cuba 
to his club’s advantage, an incredible missed 
opportunity.

Recently, a visiting scout told me he scout-
ed Low-A Delmarva and High-A Frederick.

“There isn’t one Latin player on either 
team,” he told me. “The game today is 30 per-
cent Latin and 40 percent of the superstars 
are Latin. How can you win that way?”

Almost as if he were listening to that scout, 
Duquette acquired international bonus slots 
reportedly worth $2.75 million as part of the 

deals that sent right-handers Kevin Gaus-
man, Darren O’Day and Brad Brach to the 
Atlanta Braves. That’s the first time anyone 
can remember the Orioles doing such a thing. 

The Orioles even reportedly signed Moi-
ses Ramirez, a 16-year-old shortstop from 
the Dominican Republic. The club is also well 
positioned to be among the favorites to sign 
Cuban outfielder Victor Victor Mesa, Baseball 
America’s No. 1 prospect for this internation-
al signing period. 

Barring unforeseen events, the Orioles are 
also well positioned to have the No. 1 or No. 
2 pick during next year’s MLB Draft. If the 
Orioles sign Mesa along with one or two other 
Latin prospects and get the No. 1 pick, we’d 
finally see the Orioles take their place among 
the top 10 farm systems in baseball.

That brings us full circle to Duquette and 
his future. Duquette has been talking about 
the Orioles’ rebuild since infielder Manny 
Machado was traded. He’s fed fans the red 
meat they want about increasing the use of 
analytics and international spending. How-
ever, the ones not heard from are John and 
Louis Angelos and vice president of baseball 
operations Brady Anderson.

Remember, former Philadelphia Phillies 
general manager Ruben Amaro made all the 
deals to start the Phillies’ rebuild -- including 
trading left-hander Cole Hamels to the Texas 
Rangers -- in 2015, but he wasn’t brought back 
the next year. Former Orioles executive Andy 
MacPhail was hired as president of the Phil-
lies in June 2015 and eventually declined to 
bring back Amaro.

While Duquette’s talking points are 
scoring well with the fan base, it’s the over-
whelming silence that may be speaking 
loudest of all.•
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 ONE FAN’S OPINION

Silence From The Top Too Loud To Ignore 
Regarding Dan Duquette’s Future With Orioles
  Stan “The Fan” Charles
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n sports writer John McNamara, former 
Maryland head basketball coach Gary 
Williams saw the journalism equivalent 
of “a player.”

“There are lots of good basketball 
players,” Williams said recently. “But a 
player is the guy who shows up every day 
at practice and works hard to make him-

self better every time he steps on the court. He gives it 
everything he has.”

Basketball people know a player when they 
see one and the coach said he saw that in McNa-
mara as a sports journalist. 

“John studied the game. He talked about the 
game. He even played the game,” Williams said.

McNamara, 56, was one of five people killed 
when a gunman opened fire in the newsroom of 
the Capital Gazette newspapers in Annapolis, Md., 
June 28.

Along with McNamara, others killed were fel-
low journalists Rob Hiaasen, 59, Gerald Fischman, 
61, and Wendi Williams, 65, and sales assistant Re-
becca Smith, 34. Charged with first-degree murder 
is Jarrod Ramos, 38, who had a long-running feud 
with the newspaper company.

“John had a love and a passion for basketball and 
although our association was coach and reporter, 
we shared that respect for the game,” Williams said 
of the reporter who covered Terps sports teams for 
years, including the Maryland basketball team’s run 
to the NCAA national championship in 2002.

As Williams noted, McNamara was a student of basket-
ball who played recreationally into his middle years with a 
trademark left-handed style.

“He had a good left-hand drive,” said Baltimore Sun 
copy editor Gerry Jackson, who worked with McNamara 

for about a quarter-century in Annapolis. “And he had a 
great left-handed jumper that if you didn’t get out there 
after him, he’d torch you.”

While McNamara -- known as Johnny Mac or simply 
Mac to friends and colleagues -- may have been best known 
for his encyclopedic knowledge and enduring love of bas-
ketball, he was an old-school journalist from an earlier era, 
well-versed in a number of subjects and more than capable 
of tackling any assignment, whether sports or news.

“Before there was Google, there was Johnny Mac,” 
Jackson said. “Whether it was grammar or baseball his-
tory, if you didn’t want to look it up, you asked John. … 
He was very well read. He knew literature and music and 
movies.”

Jackson said McNamara was devoted to his wife of 33 
years, Andrea Chamblee. She wrote a poignant essay for 
The Washington Post recounting the agonizing minutes 
and hours just after the newsroom attack as she tried to 
learn her husband’s fate, and then how she tried to cope in 
the following days.

McNamara hailed from a large Catholic family, one of 
seven siblings.

“When you sit next to someone for all those years, you 
get to know them pretty intimately, whether you want to or 
not,” said Jackson, also Catholic and also from a big fam-
ily. “What I learned of John was that he was a rock for his 
family. He was absolutely devoted. If there was a crisis or 
something going on, he was the go-to guy.”

McNamara’s wife described her husband’s commit-
ment to family in recounting how McNamara’s young-
er sister, Peggy, was hurt badly in a vehicular acci-
dent while doing humanitarian work in New Guinea 
in 2001. Then in her early 20s, Peggy suffered brain 
trauma that resulted in long hospital stays in Aus-
tralia and the United States.

When she was well enough, Peggy lived with Mc-
Namara and Chamblee.

“John made sure she got to her recovery exer-
cises and her rehabilitation and physical therapy,” 
Chamblee said. “And he would sit on the sofa with 
her and help her do her homework and encouraged 
her when she got down in the dumps because she 
felt she wasn’t making enough progress.”

In time, Peggy recovered. She works now, is 
married and has a 3-year-old son.

“John was looking forward to helping Peggy’s 
son learn to throw a baseball,” Chamblee said. 
“The father is an artist and not much of a sports 
fan.”

This was simply what McNamara did, his wife 
explained.

“That was the kind of guy he was,” she said. “He showed 
up when you needed him.”

McNamara’s sense of dedication extended to his news-
paper family, as well.

“Before he left the office, if you were still working, he’d 
always ask if there was something he could do for you. Was 
there something extra he could help with,” Jackson said.
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John McNamara

A Devoted Family Man And Journalist, 
John McNamara’s Legacy Lives On
  Bill Ordine  
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McNamara graduated from St. John’s College High School 
in Washington, D.C., and the University of Maryland, and 
he began his journalism career at The Herald-Mail in  
Hagerstown, Md. He joined The Capital as a copy editor 
and moved to the Prince George’s Journal so he could pur-
sue sports journalism. Then, he moved back to The Capital 
as a sports editor and writer.

Like many in the newspaper business, McNamara felt 
the effects of a contracting industry. Several years ago, he 
was moved from sports to news editing and reporting for 
two sister newspapers in the Capital Gazette Communica-
tions group, the Bowie Blade-News and the Crofton-West 
County Gazette. The Maryland Gazette is also among the 
four local papers that form a subsidiary of the Baltimore 
Sun Media Group.

“He was the consummate professional,” Capital Ga-
zette Communications editor Rick Hutzell said of McNa-
mara. “Clearly, John would have preferred to remain as a 
sports writer, but … we needed him in news”.

“He may have grumbled about having to do some of 
the stories that he had to do, but after grumbling about 
it, he’d turn around and do the perfect story,” Hutzell 
said. “Whether it was a basketball game or the Bowie 
town council, it was going to be the best article that John 
could do.”

Along with his newspaper work, McNamara also au-
thored two books, one of which was a look back at Mary-
land basketball and was written with former Washington 
Times sports writer David Elfin. The other was about the 
history of Terrapin football. He was reportedly working on 
another book about Washington-area basketball greats.

Being able to cover Terrapin sports was a dream come 
true for McNamara, who wrote for the school’s respected 
newspaper, The Diamondback, when he was an under-
graduate.

Now, the university plans on recognizing McNamara’s 
life and legacy as a sports journalist in a lasting way to 
commemorate his contributions to inform and enrich 
Maryland followers.

Former Maryland associate athletic director for media 
relations Doug Dull, now at American University, was a 
roommate with McNamara when the two worked at the 
Hagerstown newspaper.

“John was absolutely thorough. His attitude was al-
ways: do your homework. Research the coach, the ath-
letes, the game you’re going to cover. That’s how John did 
it,” Dull said. “And he’d always ask the right question at 
the right time.”

Elfin, who co-authored the book about Maryland bas-
ketball, said while McNamara’s love for Maryland sports 
was deep, his reporting reflected a critical eye and coaches 
could never be too comfortable with McNamara on the beat.

Williams, the former Terps basketball coach, respected 
how McNamara handled the responsibility of a beat writer.

“John’s sense of basketball was rooted in the team con-
cept and that’s how I see it as well,” Williams said. “He 
wasn’t afraid to be critical when he thought it was appro-
priate, but when he was, it was, ‘The team didn’t rebound 
well,’ or ‘The team failed to shoot well.’ He didn’t criticize 
individual players. You never know what a kid is going 
through -- maybe he has a bad ankle and he’s playing as 
hard as he can but he just isn’t moving as good. John un-
derstood those factors.”

While McNamara’s writing reflected an unwavering 
professionalism, he exhibited a sophisticated wit in pri-
vate. Fellow sports reporter Jeff Barker, of The Baltimore 
Sun, related in a eulogy how McNamara could parody the 
coaching jargon sports writers often have to translate for 
readers.

“You know, Jeff, it’s not enough to be physically pre-
pared for today’s feature story,” Barker recollected McNa-
mara saying wryly. “I need to be mentally prepared so I can 
properly execute my fundamentals, the better to achieve 
ultimate multiplicity on both sides of the ball.”

While basketball was McNamara's first journalistic love, 
baseball was close behind. He relished covering the Bowie 
Baysox, the Baltimore Orioles’ Double-A affiliate in the 
Eastern League.

Adam Pohl, director of broadcasting for the Baysox 
who does play-by-play, said McNamara had covered the 
team from its inception in 1993.

Lately, newsroom duties had pulled McNamara from 
the Prince George’s Stadium press box to Bowie town gov-
ernment meetings. The veteran writer’s visits to the Bay-
sox were less frequent but always welcomed.

“John had this way about him that put people at ease,” 
Pohl said. “When he sat with our manager, Gary Kendall, 
the first part of the conversation always was John asking 
Gary about Gary, how things were going for him before 
the conversation turned to the subject at hand. … It was 
clear to me that John saw the coaches and players as peo-
ple, not merely as a means to an end in writing a newspa-
per article.”

Jackson, the Baltimore Sun copy editor and longtime 
colleague of McNamara, noted that for McNamara, the 
business of journalism wasn’t just a job, it was a calling 
-- especially covering Maryland sports.

“There were times when we were planning to use a wire 
service article about a Maryland football game and Johnny 
Mac had an editor’s shift that would start late on a Sat-
urday,” Jackson said. “He’d go to the football game on his 
own time, cover it, get to the office, write it and then do his 
full editor’s shift. And he’d do that with Maryland basket-
ball games on his nights off.

“All because he loved it.”
July 30 would have been McNamara's birthday. Instead 

of celebrating it with her husband, Chamblee reflected on 
her life with him.

“About six months ago, I was searching for a word -- a word 
that meant loyalty but wasn’t actually loyalty, so I did the obvi-
ous thing, I asked John for help,” she said. “After a while, he 
said ‘devoted’ and I said that's the exact word. And he wanted 
to know what I was trying to describe and I told him that it was 
him. Because he was so devoted to his family and so devoted to 
my family and so devoted to writing good stories. And for some 
crazy reason, so devoted to me.” •
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10 Questions With
Ravens Defensive Lineman Brandon Williams

By Bo Smolka

What’s your favorite “guilty” food?
Pizza

What is a bucket-list place you’ve never visited?
Tokyo

Who was your favorite sports star when you were a kid?
[Hall of Fame running back] Jerome Bettis. Fat kid who 
wanted to run the ball.

What was your favorite sports team growing up?
I’m from St. Louis. Hometown team was the Rams, but 
growing up, I didn’t really like teams, I liked players. First 

player I ever liked was [Hall of Fame defensive tackle] Warren Sapp, so 
I liked the Buccaneers.

What would your dream job be if you were not an NFL player?
Firefighter

On a scale of 1-to-10, with 1 being terrible and 10 being great, 
how good of a cook are you? What’s your favorite dish?
Eight. Favorite dish to make? ... Go-to for dinner would be 

barbecue, I guess -- the grill.

What’s your favorite thing to do on an off day?
Nothing. Chill. Hang out and chill with my family.

Favorite movie of all time?
“Lion King”

Do you have any pets? What types? What are their names?
I have two dogs, Diesel and Titus. They are brothers, English 
bulldogs.

What is your favorite thing about Baltimore?
The food, the people, crabs, crab cakes.
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ot so long ago, Orlando Brown Jr. was on 
the other side of these water breaks.

Back in the early 2000s, Brown was one 
of the kids who would hustle water bottles 
out to the sweating hulks in the purple jer-
seys at Ravens training camp at McDaniel 
College in Westminster, Md. A little more 
than a decade later, Brown is one of the 

sweating hulks himself, the first second-generation Raven in 
franchise history. 

Brown’s late father, Orlando Sr. -- a 6-foot-7, 360-pounder 
affectionately known as “Zeus” -- played with the Ravens from 
1996-1998 and from 2003-2005. 

“I remember sitting in the stands [at training camp], 
waiting on my dad after practice with my mom or my broth-
ers,” Brown recalled as he came off the Ravens practice field 
recently after talking with fans, some of whom said they re-
membered his father. “I remember coming and being a little 
ball boy or handing out the water bottles. … There’s a lot of 
memories. I’m blessed.”

That’s why Brown, who moved to Georgia in high school 
and then played at the University of Oklahoma, said he was 
thrilled to “come back home” to Baltimore.

Brown said when the Ravens drafted him -- once he real-
ized it was not some practical joke -- he knew it might be a 
perfect fit, and it wasn’t all about nostalgia.

Brown -- at 6-foot-8 and 345 pounds, built in the massive 
mold of his father -- was well aware the Ravens had cut loose 
last year’s starting right tackle, Austin Howard. 

A two-time Big 12 Offensive Lineman of the Year and a 
consensus All-American at Oklahoma, Brown was linked to 
the Ravens as high as the first round in early mock drafts, 
a top-tier talent who aligned with one of the Ravens’ most 
pressing needs.

Then the NFL Scouting Combine happened. 
Brown’s performance at the Combine in Indianapolis was 

a disaster. He ranked last among all offensive linemen in sev-
eral key categories, including the bench press, the broad jump 
and the 40-yard dash. Overnight, his draft stock plummeted 
and he faced questions about his athleticism and work ethic. 

Brown acknowledged a “horrible” showing at the Combine, 
attributing his poor bench press to problems with a breathing 
technique that got out of rhythm. His numbers improved at 
Oklahoma’s Pro Day, but concerns lingered.

With Brown still on the board in the third round, the Ra-
vens pounced, selecting him 83rd overall, the ninth tackle 
chosen. Whatever concerns they had about Brown’s Combine 
performance were outweighed by his game performance. 

“The tape is what we always go back to, especially with of-
fensive linemen,” assistant general manager Eric DeCosta said 
the night Brown was drafted. “Offensive linemen don’t have to 
run 40 yards very often. When you see a guy consistently con-
trol his man, knock his man down, block to the whistle and 
protect the quarterback, what else do you have to see?”

Added DeCosta: “We want players that are invested in our 
program, and there’s not going to be any player that we draft 
this year who is going to be more invested in the Ravens than 
Orlando Brown.”

Still, Brown admits that when Ravens general manager 
Ozzie Newsome called to inform him the team had drafted 

him, he thought it was a joke.
“Seeing that Randallstown area code [410] when it came 

up, I remember thinking to myself, ‘Man, someone’s got to be 
playing on my phone,’” Brown recalled. “And it was Ozzie. It 
was crazy, almost unreal.”

From the time he arrived at the Ravens’ complex this 
spring, Brown set about trying to win the right tackle job, 
a position he never played in college. He started 40 straight 
games on the left side for the Sooners, protecting the blind 
side of 2017 Heisman Trophy winner Baker Mayfield.

“At the end of the day, it’s football,” said Brown, wearing 
the No. 78 jersey, just as his father did in Baltimore. “It’s the 
NFL, so guys are just moving quicker. And the way that peo-
ple play is a lot smarter than it was in college. People have 
a better understanding of how to rush me and what they’re 
good at. I think the biggest adjustment for me is probably 
just recognizing that and learning how to deal with certain 
counter moves.”

But now edge rushers are lining up to attack from his 
right side rather than his left. His stance, his reactions, his 
movements must become a mirror image of what he did at 
Oklahoma.

“That train of thought has to change, from the mechanics 
all the way down,” offensive line coach Joe D’Alessandris said. 

D’Alessandris said Brown has been a quick learner, and 
Brown benefited from Pro Bowl guard Marshal Yanda’s ab-
sence early during training camp. With Yanda on the phys-
ically-unable-to-perform list for the first few weeks of camp, 
James Hurst, a potential challenger for the right tackle job, 
took Yanda’s spot at guard, giving Brown an extended audi-
tion as the starting right tackle.

The early reviews have been positive.
Brown played a team-high 60 snaps against the Chicago 

Bears during the Hall of Fame Game in Canton, Ohio, Aug. 2. 
While the offensive line yielded eight sacks and drew a public 
rebuke from head coach John Harbaugh, Brown was called “a 
bright spot” by the coach. According to Pro Football Focus, 
Brown allowed one pressure on 48 snaps in pass protection 
against the Bears.

“He’s just what we thought he was,” Harbaugh said, “and 
as he continues to work on technique, he’s only going to get 
better.”

It’s possible Brown, Hurst or even Alex Lewis could end up 
at right tackle. 

“I’m going to work as hard as I can every day to put myself 
in the best position to be the man at right tackle,” Brown said. 
“At the end of the day, it’s on the coaches, so I’m going to leave 
that up to them.”

Regardless of Brown’s role, his presence with the Ravens 
certainly carries some sentimental value in the building, 
where longtime staff members still recall his father as a rookie 
with Cleveland in 1993, and then his two stints in Baltimore. 
Brown said Newsome remained close to the family even after 
his father’s death at age 40 in 2011 from complications of dia-
betes.

Meeting the media the night Brown was drafted, Newsome 
said, “I’ve gotten some texts from other people who were 
working in the organization when his father was here or with 
us in Cleveland, and they all have just acknowledged … what 
a great thing has happened. We’ll just see how it plays out.” •

 RAVENS REPORT

Following In The Footsteps Of 
His Father, Orlando Brown Jr. 
Seeks Ravens' Right Tackle Job
  Bo Smolka  
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s the NFL regular season approaches, 
preseason games are being played, ex-
perts are moving players up and down 
their draft boards and fantasy drafts 
are starting. Below are my top 10 
sleeper picks, focusing on players like-
ly to be selected after the 10th round.

1. JAYLEN SAMUELS 
RUNNING BACK/TIGHT END 
PITTSBURGH STEELERS

WHEN: Rounds 12-14

WHY: Steelers running back Le’Veon Bell held out 
again and though I’d expect Bell to be ready for Week 
1, Samuels has filled in for Bell during training camp. 
If and when Bell misses a game, expect Samuels to 
get some usage.  

ADVICE: Samuels could be a running back or a 
tight end on your favorite fantasy site, so if he gets 
a tight end designation and winds up as a running 
back, that could be a huge advantage. 

2. JORDAN WILKINS 
RUNNING BACK 
INDIANAPOLIS COLTS

WHEN: Rounds 12-14 

WHY: Running back Frank Gore is finally gone to the 

Miami Dolphins. The Colts’ starting running back for 
now is Marlon Mack, who had some nice splash plays 
last year but averaged less than 4 yards a carry.

ADVICE: Mack will be given the first shot to be 
the guy in Indianapolis, but with the return of 

quarterback Andrew Luck, the Colts’ offense could 
be special again and not everyone is sold on Mack.

3. ALBERT WILSON 
WIDE RECEIVER 
MIAMI DOLPHINS

WHEN: Rounds 11-13

WHY: Receiver Jarvis Landry is now with the Cleve-
land Browns, and receiver DeVante Parker has yet to 
live up to what many expected of him. The Dolphins 
will also be relying on a rookie tight end in Mike Gesicki. 

ADVICE: There are a ton of targets up for grabs in Mi-
ami this year. Even though receiver Danny Amendola 
was also brought in this year, Wilson has more upside.

4. CASE KEENUM 
QUARTERBACK 
DENVER BRONCOS 

WHEN: Rounds 12-14

WHY: Keenum walks into a Broncos team desperate 
for a competent and accurate quarterback. Keenum 
showed last year he can make plays. With receivers 
Demaryius Thomas and Emmanuel Sanders as his 
top two targets, Keenum could continue that trend.

ADVICE: I think you can wait for quarterbacks, 
but Keenum is almost being ignored. He is a per-
fect QB2 for any fantasy team and has some upside. 

5. RYAN GRANT 
WIDE RECEIVER  
INDIANAPOLIS COLTS

WHEN: Rounds 10-12 

WHY: Grant is going to be the slot receiver for the 
Colts and could post 50-plus catches this season. 

ADVICE: With Luck back, the value of every Colt 
goes up. Grant never drops a ball and will quickly 
gain Luck’s trust.

6. JAKE BUTT 
TIGHT END 
DENVER BRONCOS

WHEN: Rounds 11-13

WHY: Before Butt tore his ACL during a bowl game 
in 2016, he was going to be a second-round pick. He 
sat out last year and is 100 percent healthy coming 
into 2018. Keenum loves to throw to tight ends.

ADVICE: After the first four-to-six tight ends are 
taken during a fantasy draft, you’re throwing darts. 
Take a shot on a kid like Butt, who could be a top-12 
tight end this season.

7. VANCE McDONALD 
TIGHT END  
PITTSBURGH STEELERS

WHEN: Rounds 10-12

WHY: The Steelers reportedly want to incorporate 

McDonald into the offense more this season. Team-

mate Jesse James is more of a blocking tight end.

ADVICE: McDonald has always been able to get 

open, but his drop rate has always hurt him. As 

with Butt, you want to look for upside at the posi-

tion once you get past the top tight ends.

8. ANTHONY MILLER 
WIDE RECEIVER  
CHICAGO BEARS 

WHEN: Rounds 10-12

WHY: All Miller did in college was catch passes. 

He has reportedly been open often during Bears 

camp. 

ADVICE: There are lots of moving parts in Chica-

go as receivers Allen Robinson, Taylor Gabriel and 

Miller and tight end Trey Burton are new in town. 

How this all shakes out is yet to be determined, 

but second-year quarterback Mitch Trubisky likes 

to throw over the middle of the field on quick 

routes, which plays right into Miller’s game.

9. JOSH BROWN 
WIDE RECEIVER  
BALTIMORE RAVENS

WHEN: Rounds 13-15

WHY: The early word on Brown is he’s the best re-
ceiver during camp for the Ravens, who got a week’s 
head start on the preseason because of their Hall 
of Fame Game appearance. The Ravens have been 

looking for a deep threat since receiver Torrey Smith 
left town after the 2014 season.

ADVICE: Can Brown stay healthy? In 2015, his last 
healthy season, Brown caught 65 passes for more 
than 1,000 yards and seven touchdowns, so there’s 
hope. There are lots of unknowns with Baltimore’s 
offense, but Brown could be the deep threat the of-
fense has been missing.

10. TYRELL WILLIAMS 
WIDE RECEIVER  
LOS ANGELES CHARGERS

WHEN: Rounds 10-11

WHY: The Chargers brought Williams back on a one-
year deal, and he’s a big-play guy.

ADVICE: Williams finished as a top-15 wide re-
ceiver in 2016, but that was without receiver Keen-
an Allen in the lineup. Allen was back in a big 
way during the 2017 season, but Williams still had 
more than 700 yards receiving on 43 catches. If he 
holds off receiver Mike Williams for the No. 2 re-
ceiver spot, he could have slightly better numbers 
in 2018. • 
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FANTASY FOOTBALL  

Top 10 2018 Fantasy Football 
Sleepers You Should Draft

A
  Ken Zalis

HONORABLE 
MENTION:

1. BENJAMIN WATSON 
TIGHT END 
NEW ORLEANS SAINTS

2. QUINCY ENUNWA 
WIDE RECEIVER 
NEW YORK JETS

3. ZAY JONES 
WIDE RECEIVER 
BUFFALO BILLS

4. TAYWAN TAYLOR 
WIDE RECEIVER 
TENNESSEE TITANS

5. BLAKE BORTLES 
QUARTERBACK 
JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS

6. NELSON AGHOLOR 
WIDE RECEIVER 
PHILADELPHIA EAGLES

7. J’MON MOORE 
WIDE RECEIVER 
GREEN BAY PACKERS

8. MOHAMED SANU 
WIDE RECEIVER 
ATLANTA FALCONS

9. DOUG MARTIN 
RUNNING BACK 
OAKLAND RAIDERS

10. FRANK GORE 
RUNNING BACK 
MIAMI DOLPHINS 



hree years ago, the 
leaders in daily fantasy 
sports, DraftKings and 
FanDuel, were drawing 
scrutiny from state at-
torneys general around 
the country regarding 

their real-money fantasy contests and 
there was a question whether those DFS 
operators could even stay in business.

Now, both companies are running 
sports betting operations with the bless-
ing of state regulators in New Jersey.

DraftKings has partnered with Re-
sorts Casino Hotel in Atlantic City to 
offer online and mobile sports betting. 
FanDuel, which was acquired by estab-
lished overseas sports gambling compa-
ny Paddy Power Betfair, already runs the 
sports book at the Meadowlands Race-
track.

Those odd twists are just some of the 
early results of a U.S. Supreme Court 
ruling in May that allows states other 
than Nevada to offer full menus of sports 
gambling.

But what about daily fantasy?
Although DraftKings and FanDuel 

have been preoccupied with forays into 
full sports gambling, the coming of foot-
ball season will see both companies 
turning their attention back to their core 
product.

Earlier this summer, DraftKings was 
the first to offer player pricing for the 
first week of the NFL regular season. 
Both websites offer some real-money 
contests on NFL preseason games, but 
trying to make sense of exhibition games 
with cash on the line is a fool’s errand.

The top DraftKings contest for the 
NFL’s Week 1 has a $2 million guarantee 
and is limited to the early and late after-
noon games Sept. 9, a total of 12 games. 
Missing from that contest are the Thurs-
day night game, the Sunday night game 
and the two Monday night games.

The entry fee is $3 and the total con-
testant field, if it fills, would have 792,707 
entries. That works out to more than a 
15.9 percent hold. That’s certainly hefty 
and not so good for DFS players, but it’s 
the price one pays in a massive contest 
that offers a super prize (first place is 

good for $200,000) for a relatively small 
entry fee. It’s like buying a lottery ticket.

In these early-season DFS contests 
where the athletes’ notional salaries 
are fixed so far in advance of the games, 
sharp daily fantasy players have an op-
portunity to grab some bargains. The 
$2 million guaranteed contest features 
DraftKings’ standard rules of nine posi-
tions with a total salary cap of $50,000. 
The positions are: one quarterback, two 
running backs, three wide receivers, one 
tight end, one flex and one defense/spe-
cial teams.

Remember, the salaries will be based 
mainly on last year’s performances, and 
that goes for both the offensive play-
ers and the defenses they are playing 
against.

The highest priced player for any 
position is Pittsburgh Steelers running 
back Le’Veon Bell at $9,400. Bell has 
been a training camp holdout in 2018. He 
was also a holdout in 2017 and got off to 
a slow start. So past performance indi-
cates he’s someone to avoid in Week 1, 
especially at that expensive price.

New England Patriots quarterback 
Tom Brady is the highest-priced passer 
at $7,200, but there’s not a lot of separa-
tion salary-wise between Brady and the 
bottom-tier quarterbacks (Eli Manning 
of the New York Giants is $4,700, for in-
stance).

The more attractive picks at this early 
stage are New Orleans Saints quarter-
back Drew Brees ($6,800) playing at home 
against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, and 
two quarterbacks who look like values -- 
the San Francisco 49ers’ Jimmy Garop-
polo ($5,700 on the road against the 
Minnesota Vikings) and especially the 
Denver Broncos’ Case Keenum ($5,100 at 
home against the not-what-they-used-to-
be Seattle Seahawks).

At wide receiver, anyone who follows 
DFS has noticed Giants receiver Odell 
Beckham Jr. is at an extremely low $7,000 
(at home against the Jacksonville Jaguars). 
He has rarely been below the high-$8,000s 
since he established himself as a star. A 
broken ankle caused him to miss the last 12 
games in 2017, but he seems to be doing just 
fine in the offseason and in training camp. 
It’s hard to fade him because he’s going to 
be in everyone else’s lineup.

New England wide receiver Chris Ho-
gan is also a bargain ($6,100 at home 
against the Houston Texans) with Patri-
ots receiver Julian Edelman suspended 
and New England thin overall at that 
position.

At tight end for the 12-game Sunday 
slate, New England’s Rob Gronkowski 
and the Kansas City Chiefs’ Travis Kelce 
are the only selections more than $6,000. 
A tight end who deserves attention is the 
Indianapolis Colts’ Jack Doyle, especially 

if quarterback Andrew Luck starts the 
season healthy. Doyle averaged a solid 11.6 
fantasy points a game last year and car-
ries a mere $3,600 in salary for a Week 1 
home game against the Cincinnati Ben-
gals. There are indications Doyle is also 
being overlooked in mock drafts in sea-
son-long fantasy.

Among defense/special teams, the 
top-priced team is the Baltimore Ra-
vens, but not by much. Baltimore has a 
$3,800 price tag at home against the Buf-
falo Bills. Jacksonville is $3,700 on the 
road against the Giants.

Actually, the Ravens make a lot of 
sense. In picking defenses, the key is 
identifying vulnerable opposing quar-
terbacks (for interceptions, fumbles and 
sacks). The Bills figure to start former 
Bengal AJ McCarron, whose last exten-
sive play was in 2015. Last year, he com-
pleted just seven of 14 passes for 66 yards. 
The Bills drafted quarterback Josh Allen 
during the first round this year, but it’s 
unlikely the rookie starts in Baltimore. 

It doesn’t matter who starts between 
McCarron and Allen; the Ravens are the 
defense to have in a DFS lineup. •

 MARYLAND
GAMING

  Bill Ordine

With NFL Season Fast 
Approaching, Many Bargains 
Available For DFS Players
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The Baltimore Orioles made some neces-
sary moves before the July 31 non-waiver 
trade deadline this year, none more painful 
than their decision to deal infielder Manny 
Machado to the Los Angeles Dodgers. Just 
because it was necessary to move a player 
who was going to depart in free agency to en-
sure a return doesn’t mean it wasn’t difficult 
for the fan base to watch one of the most tal-
ented players in team history depart. 

With that in mind, this month we tackle the 
15 most painful exits by Baltimore sports fig-
ures. Sometimes we knew they had to hap-
pen. Sometimes they absolutely did not need 
to happen. This list does not consider anyone 
whose “exit” occurred due to health reasons 
or his own choice to retire. Instead, these are 
trades, releases and firings.

 

RAVENS WIDE RECEIVER  
ANQUAN BOLDIN
What else can be said? It was the worst decision in 

Ravens history. It netted them next to nothing in return. They 
still haven’t employed a quality receiver in the prime of his 
career since Boldin’s departure, and quarterback Joe Flacco 
has hardly been the same player since. But other than that, it 
wasn’t that big of a deal. 

 MARYLAND FOOTBALL COACH  
BEAR BRYANT
I’m not going to pretend as if I know how Terps 

fans reacted after Bryant left at the end of the 1945 season. 
Perhaps they believed Clark Shaughnessy could greatly im-
prove things in 1946. Oddly, I couldn’t find any of their Twitter 
responses assessing the change. But the realization nearly 75 
years later that issues between Bryant and then-school presi-
dent Curley Byrd cost the program one of the best coaches in 
the history of the sport after just one season is ... unsettling. 

BLAST FORWARD  
DENISON CABRAL
In 2010, the Baltimore Blast made the decision 

to see where the striker was physically before determining 
what type of contract to offer him. It was reasonable given 
the recent track record of the 36-year-old Cabral, but he 
wanted a deal before reporting. The two sides split, leaving 
the franchise short one wildly popular player to start the 
season. 

RAVENS QUARTERBACK  
TRENT DILFER
The decision to move on from Dilfer after the 2000 

season was understandable. The Ravens wanted to improve 
offensively after their defense was forced to almost single-
handedly carry them to the Super Bowl XXXV title. It wasn’t 
a popular decision, however, and looked much worse after 
quarterback Elvis Grbac’s disastrous 2001 campaign. But no 
one can take Grbac’s 1998 People magazine “Sexiest Athlete” 
title away from him, despite the fact that they should have. 
Seriously. Google it. 

MARYLAND FOOTBALL COACH 
RALPH FRIEDGEN
Then-athletic director Kevin Anderson wanted to 

take Maryland football from “good to great.” So he fired a guy 
coming off his fifth season of nine or more wins and hired a 
coach who proceeded to win no more than seven games dur-

ing any season. So more like “good to ... wait,” I guess.

ORIOLES FIRST BASEMAN  
JIM GENTILE
Truth be told, the trade that sent “Diamond Jim” 

to Kansas City after the 1963 season was at worst a wash, as 
first baseman/outfielder Norm Siebern actually had an All-
Star-caliber season in Baltimore in 1964. Both players fell 
off from there. But Gentile was very popular in Charm City 
thanks to his good looks and incredible 1961 campaign (46 
home runs, 141 RBIs), making his departure rather difficult 
for Orioles fans to swallow. 

COLTS LINEBACKER  
TED HENDRICKS
Hendricks was already a three-time Pro Bowler 

and Super Bowl champion when his off-field antics and con-
tract situation pushed the Colts to deal him to the Packers 
after the 1973 season. But Hendricks would go on to complete 
a Hall of Fame career and win three more Super Bowl titles 
with the Raiders while the Colts wouldn’t win another cham-
pionship before moving to Indianapolis. 

ORIOLES MANAGER  
DAVEY JOHNSON
Stunningly, the Elias Sports Bureau doesn’t keep 

records of managers who announced their resignation on the 
same day they were named American League Manager of the 
Year. Suffice it to say, the list is not likely very long. Johnson 
and club owner Peter Angelos butted heads regarding various 
issues, and Johnson was headed out one way or another. But 
the optics of the two events occurring on the same day were 
... not ideal.

ORIOLES OUTFIELDER  
NICK MARKAKIS
Just months earlier, Orioles fans had watched 

the usually stoic Markakis shed a tear while celebrating the 
team’s 2014 American League East championship. After miss-
ing the playoffs in 2012 due to injury, the team’s steady right 

fielder finally got to experience the postseason after nearly a 
decade of service in Baltimore. The emotions weren’t enough 
to bring him back. The Birds refused to give Markakis a four-
year deal due to health concerns, and he chose to sign with 
his hometown Atlanta Braves instead. That fourth year -- this 
year -- ended up being his first career All-Star season. Yikes. 

ORIOLES PLAY-BY-PLAY VOICE  
JON MILLER
To understand just how unpopular Angelos’ deci-

sion to fire Miller was, I refer you to then-Baltimore Sun col-
umnist Mike Littwin from Nov. 4, 1996: 

“Peter Angelos has fired Jon Miller. There, I’ve written it. I 
still don’t believe it. I might as well have written that the Bulls 
fired Jordan, the Stones fired Jagger, the Vatican dumped the 
pope. Just so you know, this is the territory Angelos has en-
tered.”

Miller entered the Baseball Hall of Fame as the Ford Frick 
Award winner in 2010. The decision set the tone for Angelos’ 
tumultuous tenure as Orioles owner. 

 BULLETS GUARD  
EARL “THE PEARL” MONROE
The future Hall of Famer essentially demanded a 

trade after the 1971 season. In the eyes of many basketball 
fans -- including longtime Morgan State basketball play-by-
play voice Lamont Germany -- he took NBA basketball in 
Baltimore with him. Just two years later, the Bullets moved 
to Washington. The move occurred just months after “The 
Pearl” won the NBA championship with the Knicks. 

 ORIOLES FIRST BASEMAN  
EDDIE MURRAY
Some Orioles fans still blame PressBox publisher 

Stan “The Fan” Charles for his radio criticism of Murray as 
part of the reason the Orioles dealt him to the Dodgers af-
ter the 1988 season. Murray would ultimately return to the 
Orioles just in time to hit his 500th career home run in 1996. 
More recently, Murray returned to the club as a special ad-
viser, but a great number of fans are still not over his initial 
departure. 

ORIOLES PITCHER  
MIKE MUSSINA
It’s not just that the Orioles let Mussina depart via 

free agency. It’s that of all places, he ended up with the New 
York Yankees. Many Orioles fans never forgave the team or 
the player and took strange solace in the fact that the Yan-
kees didn’t win a World Series while Mussina pitched for 
them, despite winning titles the year before he arrived (2000) 
and the year after he retired (2009).

RAVENS LINEBACKER  
BART SCOTT
If you’re being honest, you’ll admit you were one 

of the many, many Ravens fans who wanted to keep Scott 
instead of fellow linebacker Ray Lewis after the 2008 sea-
son. Fans were furious to learn the Ravens sat idly by while 
former defensive coordinator Rex Ryan camped outside of 
Scott’s house to sign him during the wee hours of free agen-
cy. It turned out the Ravens made the right decision in “set-
tling” for Lewis, but few Baltimoreans felt that way in the 
spring of 2009. 

COLTS QUARTERBACK  
JOHNNY UNITAS
Sure, Unitas was barely even a shell of himself with 

the Chargers in 1973 and the Colts were obviously right to 
move on from him, but this was still Johnny Freaking Unitas 
wearing a helmet that didn’t have a horseshoe on it. It was 
painful. •

MOST PAINFUL EXITS 
BY BALTIMORE 

SPORTS FIGURES

[ by glenn clark  |  pressbox is available every month on the 15th ]
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oog Powell watched in awe as left-hander 
Dave McNally pounded the strike zone 
during their time together in the in-
structional league in Scottsdale, Ariz.  

Powell was especially impressed by 
McNally’s curveball, which provided the 
future Baltimore Orioles slugger with 

a new perspective on the pitching he’d face as a major 
leaguer.

“This is what it’s going to be like when I get to the big 
leagues? Oh, no,” Powell remembered with a laugh. “I 
hope this guy is on my side. And as it turned out, he was. 
Dave was a great teammate and 
a great friend.”

This year marks the 50th an-
niversary of one of the greatest 
seasons by an Orioles pitcher. 

McNally went 22-10 with a 1.95 
ERA and 202 strikeouts during 
the 1968 season. He also threw 
five shutouts with 18 complete 
games. He finished fifth in the 
league’s Most Valuable Player vot-
ing. He was named the Orioles’ 
MVP. McNally dominated despite 
dealing with an elbow injury the 
prior year. 

McNally, who passed away in 
2002, also had a lasting impact on 
the game. He was one of the liti-
gants who successfully challenged 
baseball’s reserve clause, opening 
the door to free agency for players. 

Today, McNally is still regarded 
as the best left-handed pitcher in 
Orioles history. 

“Dave was an unbelievable com-
petitor,” former manager and Hall 
of Famer Earl Weaver told the Asso-
ciated Press in 2002. “He did it with 
cunning and intelligence. He loved to 
set you up with a change, fool you with that tremendous 
curve and then throw the fastball by you. Plus, he was 100 
percent gentleman. He was the kind of guy you wanted 
your son to be.”

Even though McNally was a fierce competitor, he 
forged a tight bond with his teammates. McNally and 
Powell were neighbors and drove to the ballpark together. 
Their families enjoyed cookouts during off days.

Cal Ripken Sr. used to bring jalapenos to the ballpark 
for former groundskeeper Pat Santarone to create a meal 
called habanero for the players, Powell recalled. McNally 
would eat the spicy meal with saltine crackers and cheese 
before each game along with Powell, regardless of wheth-

er he had to pitch that day. 
“We would have at least four or five of those every 

night,” Powell said. “We would do it and his record speaks 
for itself.”

In 1971, McNally (21-5, 2.89 ERA), right-handers Jim Palm-
er (20-9, 2.68 ERA) and Pat Dobson (20-8, 2.90 ERA) and lefty 
Mike Cuellar (20-9, 3.08 ERA) formed one of the most domi-
nant rotations in the history of Major League Baseball. The 
only other major league team with four pitchers to win 20 
or more games in a season was the 1920 Chicago White Sox. 

Powell said it’s more likely someone breaks Cal Rip-
ken Jr.’s record of 2,632 consecutive games played before 
another MLB team has four 20-game winners during the 
same season. 

The Orioles’ 1971 rotation had confidence in the de-
fense behind them, allowing all four to pitch to contact. 
The team was loaded with defensive talent in second 
baseman Davey Johnson, third baseman Brooks Robin-
son, shortstop Mark Belanger, center fielder Paul Blair 
and Powell, a first baseman.

“Look around at our defense,” Powell said. “They 
didn’t have to strike anybody out. They pitched to con-
tact and we could catch.”  

McNally was born on Halloween 1942 in Billings, Mont. He 
wasted no time making his mark as a top-tier major league 
pitcher, throwing a two-hit shutout during his major league 
debut against the Kansas City Athletics Sept. 26, 1962.

McNally spent 13 of his 14 seasons with the Orioles. He 
spent the final year of career with the Montreal Expos in 
1975. 

One of McNally’s more memorable moments came in 
the batter’s box rather than on the mound. He hit a grand 
slam off of Cincinnati Reds right-hander Tony Cloninger 
during the third game of the 1970 World Series. McNally 
is still the only pitcher ever to hit a grand slam during 
the Fall Classic. He is also one of only two pitchers, along 
with Hall of Fame right-hander Bob Gibson, to hit two 
World Series home runs. 

However, McNally was just as dazzling during that 
1968 season when the Orioles finished 91-71, good for sec-
ond in the American League.

McNally went 184-119 with a 3.24 ERA with 1,512 
strikeouts and 826 walks during 424 appearances 
throughout his career. He was a three-time All-Star 
and part of Orioles teams that won four pennants 
(1966, 1969, 1970 and 1971) and two World Series titles 
(1966 and 1970). 

During Game 4 of the 1966 World Series against the 
Los Angeles Dodgers, McNally outdueled right-hander 
Don Drysdale with a four-hitter, paving the way for a 1-0 
victory that completed a sweep. McNally was named to 
the Orioles Hall of Fame in 1978.

“I think the proudest thing I have left from those days 
is the respect of my teammates,” McNally told the Bill-
ings Gazette in 2002. “They knew when I went out there, 

they got everything. I didn’t leave 
anything on the bench.”

McNally is also widely regard-
ed as a trailblazer for big leagu-
ers. In 1975, McNally, along with 
right-hander Andy Messersmith, 
helped pave the way for free 
agency and raise the average sal-
ary for their fellow major league 
players. Both players tested a 
contract condition known as 
the reserve clause that allowed 
clubs to control players until 
they were traded, sold, released 
or retired. McNally and Mess-
ersmith filed a grievance to 
change that rule and eventu-
ally received a landmark deci-
sion in their favor from an ar-
bitrator.

“His courage and deter-
mination led him, along with 
Andy Messersmith, to chal-
lenge a flawed system and 
thus helped pave the way 
to improved working con-
ditions for all athletes,” 
Donald Fehr, who was 

named head of the players union 
in 1986, told The New York Times.

McNally died at the age of 60 in his hometown of Bill-
ings, Dec. 1, 2002.

“Dave was a smart businessman,” Powell remembered. 
“I remained dear, dear friends with him until he passed. 
I’ll never forget him.”

Shortly after McNally’s death, Orioles owner Peter 
Angelos issued a statement: “Dave was part of the foun-
dation of this franchise, helping the Orioles to four pen-
nants between 1966 and 1971. That he was the first pitcher 
inducted into the Orioles Hall of Fame is testament to 
his place in Orioles history. In addition, his impact on 
baseball, through his testing of the reserve clause, left an 
indelible mark for which all major league baseball players 
should be indebted to him.” •

 ORIOLES REPORT

Fifty Years Later, Dave 
McNally’s Accomplishments 
As An Oriole Still Resonate
  Todd Karpovich
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very trip to Cooperstown, N.Y., for 
baseball’s Hall of Fame induction cer-
emony comes with an ample dose of 
nostalgia, occasionally accompanied 
by some debate as a side dish. This 
was one of those years.

There wasn’t much discussion 
about the Baseball Writers’ Association of America 
(BBWAA) ballot, featuring players with 10 or more 
years of major league service time who had been retired 
at least five years. Third baseman Chipper Jones and 
first baseman Jim Thome were regarded as slam dunks 
for election during their first year of eligibility, while 
outfielder Vladimir Guerrero and reliever Trevor Hoff-
man appeared on enough ballots in 2017 to expect they 
would get the required 75 percent passing grade in 2018.

It was the Modern Baseball Era Committee selec-
tions of right-hander Jack Morris and shortstop Alan 
Trammell which restarted a debate that occurred 
throughout the 15 years the pair had been on the 
BBWAA’s ballot. Morris and Trammell are among those 
caught between “old time” standards and “new age” an-
alytics, and if you’re among those who believe those two 
will never meet -- well, you just might be right.

But Morris and Trammell graded well among their 
peers, which shouldn’t be taken lightly.

Morris’ 254-186 record was far from pedestrian, but 
others are better. His 3.90 earned run average is the 
highest among those enshrined. But he pitched an av-
erage of 242 innings per year, a level some future Hall 
of Fame pitchers will not reach during any season of 
their career. 

Morris also was an Opening Day starter 14 times and 
a five-time All-Star. He finished among the top five in 
Cy Young voting five times (seven times in the top 10). 

He won World Series championships with three differ-
ent teams, and he was unquestionably the most dom-
inant pitcher of his era (the 1980s). Enough said. He 
belongs.

Many would consider Trammell’s numbers below av-
erage for Hall of Fame position players. But he ranks 
as an above-average Hall of Fame shortstop, according 
to Baseball Reference. Trammel was a career .285 hit-
ter and posted 2,365 hits and 185 home runs. He was 
a six-time All-Star, four-time Gold Glove winner and 
finished in the top 10 of American League MVP voting 
three times. He finished second in the 1987 MVP voting.

When Hall of Famer Cal Ripken Jr. broke into the 
big leagues in 1981 -- only Trammell’s third season -- he 
got some advice from longtime Orioles shortstop Mark 
Belanger. “Watch that guy and do what he does,” Be-
langer told Ripken in reference to Trammell. “He does 
everything right.” Works for me. He belongs.

Whatever debate there might have been about Mor-
ris and Trammell can be extended to any number of 
players who flirt with the fine line that separates the 
great players from the very good players. Former Ori-
oles second baseman Bobby Grich -- who was part of 
the contingent recognizing Guerrero as the first Angels 
representative elected to the Hall of Fame -- reinforces 
that notion.

When Grich went on the BBWAA ballot in 1992, a 
friend and fellow voter with whom I regularly talk about 
Hall of Fame candidates called me. He asked, “Is Bobby 
Grich a Hall of Famer?” As I recall, I didn’t hesitate 
very long before saying, “No, I don’t think so.”

But that was a couple of weeks before the ballots were 
due. The conversation stirred my interest to take a hard 
look at Grich’s steady but unspectacular resume. A .266 
batting average, even with a .371 on-base percentage, 
didn’t hit you between the eyes. Let’s face it -- the Hall of 
Fame for position players is basically an offensive show. 

At second base, however, Grich had few peers. He 
handled more than 900 chances during three straight 
years (1973-1975) with the Orioles, something nobody 
else has done. Bill Mazeroski is the only other second 
baseman to reach that number during three seasons, 
but they weren’t consecutive. The more I looked at 
Grich’s overall numbers -- with an emphasis on defense 
-- the more I questioned my initial reaction. I never 
asked my friend how he voted, but I ended up being one 
of the 11 who had Grich on his ballot.

Right-handers Tom Seaver and Rollie Fingers were 
the inductees in 1992. Grich failed to garner the neces-
sary 5 percent of votes to stay on the ballot. Ironically, 
but maybe significantly, Mazeroski finished fifth in vot-
ing that year with 42.3 percent, one of two players who 
would eventually be elected by the Veterans Commit-
tee. Third baseman Ron Santo was the other. 

Grich has drawn some belated support from young-
er Hall of Fame observers, who are calling out the old-
time voters for Grich’s failure to reach the 5 percent 
benchmark in 1992. Many believe he will get more fu-
ture consideration from the Modern Baseball Era  
Committee.

All of this begs the question: “What does it take to 
be a Hall of Famer?” One of the first to ever ask me 
that question was Connie Robinson, the wife of legend-
ary Orioles third baseman Brooks Robinson, the first 
homegrown Oriole to make it to Cooperstown. “How 
come Boog [Powell] isn’t in the Hall of Fame?” was the 
second part of Connie’s question.

As I delicately tried to explain why I didn’t think 
Powell crossed over that fine line between the very good 
and great -- sorry, Boog, I had to be honest with one of 
your biggest fans -- it brought back memories of anoth-
er debate about Hall of Fame credentials (with another 
friend, but also a voter) many years ago.

“What does it take to get on your Hall of Fame bal-
lot?” I asked.

“Dominance at the position for 10 years, an All-Star, 
strong MVP voting -- and postseason excellence helps,” 
is as close to the verbatim response as I can remember.

“By that criteria, Boog Powell is a Hall of Famer,” 
was my reply. 

A disclaimer came after a pause. “Those are just the 
starting points,” he said.

So, what does it take to be a Hall of Famer? Frankly, 
I don’t know if there’s an answer to that question. But 
I think you’ll know if you see one. And thanks to you, 
Mrs. Robinson, Powell at least got into the discussion. •

Jim Henneman can be reached at 
JimH@pressboxonline.com

 UPON FURTHER REVIEW

  Jim Henneman  

After Decades Of Debate, 
Line Separating Hall Of Fame 
Worthiness Remains Blurry
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s Maryland football prepares for its sea-
son-opening game against Texas Sept. 1, 
the program is grappling with far more 
than on-field matters.

Head coach DJ Durkin was placed on 
administrative leave Aug. 11 after ESPN 
published two reports the previous day 

regarding the death of sophomore offensive lineman Jor-
dan McNair and what was characterized as a “toxic coach-
ing culture” within the program. ESPN reported McNair 
“showed signs of extreme exhaustion” during his final work-
out May 29. McNair suffered heatstroke during the workout 
and had a body temperature of 106 degrees at a hospital 
following the workout, according to the report. 

ESPN reported Aug. 11 that Maryland strength and con-
ditioning coach Rick Court, head football athletic trainer 
Wes Robinson and director of athletic training Steve Nord-
wall were placed on administrative leave.

“The safety and well-being of our student-athletes is our 
highest priority,” Maryland athletic director Damon Evans 
said in a letter to the university community Aug. 11. “These 
alleged behaviors are not consistent with the values I ex-
pect all of our staff to adhere to and we must do better. You 
will be hearing from me as our work continues to rebuild the 
culture of respect in our football program.”

In the letter, Evans also announced that offensive coor-
dinator Matt Canada, who was hired in January, will serve 
as interim head coach.

Canada is tasked with helping Maryland rebound from 
a 2017 season in which the team finished 4-8 (2-7 in the Big 
Ten, tied for sixth in the East Division) and missed a bowl 
game for the fourth time in seven years. Canada will have 
to revamp the Terps’ offense, which scored a combined 114 
points during the first two games of the 2017 season before 
averaging 17.2 points per game during the final 10.

Canada has a track record of coaching high-scoring of-
fenses, leading Pittsburgh to a school-record 40.9 points per 
game in 2016. His offense at North Carolina State ranked 
third in points per game in the ACC in 2015.

Canada’s offensive style often relies on running backs, 
according to Jeff Ermann of Inside Maryland Sports, a pop-
ular site for Terps fans.

“He’s had such a good track record of having a strong 
running game,” Ermann said. “And [at] Maryland, running 
back might be their strongest position on either side of the 
ball.”

Senior Ty Johnson and junior Lorenzo Harrison III -- 
who combined for 1,497 rushing yards in 2017 -- will lead the 
group. Redshirt freshman Anthony McFarland, junior Jake 
Funk and sophomores Javon Leake and Tayon Fleet-Davis 
will also see the field.

An effective running game will ease the pressure on a re-
ceiving corps that lost wide receiver DJ Moore to the NFL. 
Moore posted 1,033 receiving yards last year, which was 
more than half of the team’s total receiving yardage. Senior 
Taivon Jacobs is the only receiver on the roster who caught 
a touchdown pass in 2017. 

Behind Jacobs is a mix of upperclassmen, including se-
nior Jahrvis Davenport and junior DJ Turner, and some un-
tested underclassmen.

The team features a consensus top-30 recruiting class 
for the second consecutive year. Adam Friedman, mid-
Atlantic recruiting analyst for Rivals.com, sees several of 
these young players playing right away, especially at posi-

tions like defensive line and wide receiver.
“Now it’s all about playing within the system ... to high-

light their abilities,” Friedman said. “I would expect the 
team to get better and better as the year goes on, barring 
injuries.”

Staying healthy, especially at quarterback, was a strug-
gle in 2017. Redshirt sophomore Tyrrell Pigrome and red-
shirt freshman Kasim Hill suffered season-ending ACL 
tears last September. But Pigrome and Hill are healthy and 
competing for the starting job during fall camp, just as they 
did last season.

The two played a combined nine quarters in 2017, but 
their play during that time was promising and each brings 
his own strengths to the position. Hill has a big arm and 
throws with accuracy; he completed more than 80 percent 
of his passes last year. Pigrome’s mobility is his best asset, 
and he showed his potential to break big runs with a 25-
yard touchdown run to open Maryland’s scoring against 
Texas last year.

Former Maryland quarterback Scott McBrien, a sideline 
analyst for the Terrapins Sports Radio Network from 2013-
2016, said Pigrome and Hill are versatile enough that the 
entire playbook is open to the offense. 

“The coolest part about this whole situation is the fact 
that they are so different,” McBrien said. “You can kind of 
throw the whole kitchen sink at these defenses, and both of 
these kids do it all well.”

One spot that’s already solidified is the offensive line, 
with all five starters returning this season. Left tackle 
Derwin Gray and right tackle Damian Prince, both se-
niors, considered entering the NFL Draft before deciding 
to return.

“Going by recruiting rankings, this is the most talented 
offensive line at Maryland I think that I’ve seen in the past 
15 years,” Ermann said.

Defensively, the Terps will look to improve a unit that 
ranked in the bottom third of nearly every meaningful sta-
tistical category in the Big Ten last year and was particu-
larly ineffective at reaching opposing quarterbacks, ranking 
second to last in the Big Ten with 16 sacks. 

Senior defensive end Jesse Aniebonam suffered a sea-
son-ending ankle injury last year, but he is expected to be 
the leader of the defensive line this year. He will be paired 
with junior Byron Cowart, a consensus top-10 recruit in 
the nation in 2015, along the defensive line. If Cowart re-
captures the confidence that made him a top recruit, he 
could give the Terps’ pass rush a much-needed boost, Er-
mann said. 

“Even if he doesn’t live up to that five-star, No. 1 player 
in the country standard ... he can produce some pressure on 
the other side,” Ermann said.

The secondary, which allowed 23 passing touchdowns 
last fall, will be anchored by senior safety Darnell Savage 
and junior cornerback Marcus Lewis, who played at Florida 
State from 2015-2016 before transferring to Maryland ahead 
of the 2017 season.

Despite a disappointing season in 2017, the Terps’ sea-
son-opening, 51-41 victory against then-No. 23 Texas -- the 
program’s first road win against a ranked opponent in 
nearly a decade -- was a sign of what the team can achieve 
when healthy. Maryland will have a chance to repeat the 
upset when the season opens against the Longhorns at 
FedEx Field in Landover, Md., Sept. 1. The Terps will play 
at Bowling Green Sept. 8 and host Temple Sept. 15, before 
kicking off conference play at home against Minnesota 
Sept. 22. •
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Maryland Football Enters 
Season With Program 
In State Of Turmoil
 Brooks DuBose
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his year, the Maryland football team’s quar-
terback situation pales in comparison to the 
questions surrounding the program regard-
ing the death of sophomore offensive line-
man Jordan McNair and the football staff’s 
treatment of players. ESPN reported Aug. 
10 McNair “showed signs of extreme exhaus-

tion” during his final workout May 29. He died June 13. ESPN 
also detailed a “toxic coaching culture under head coach DJ 
Durkin” in a separate report Aug. 10.

Maryland placed Durkin on administrative leave and 
named offensive coordinator Matt Canada the interim head 
coach. The university has also commissioned external reviews 
regarding McNair’s death and the culture of the football pro-
gram.

The Terps will the open the season against Texas Sept. 1 
with a dark cloud hanging over the program. Either redshirt 
sophomore Tyrrell Pigrome or redshirt freshman Kasim Hill 
will be under center. The program’s question mark at quarter-
back spans nearly two decades.

Maryland’s follow-up act to the 2001 season, during which 
the Terps earned a trip to the Orange Bowl, didn’t begin par-
ticularly well. Maryland was blown out by Notre Dame and 
Florida State during the first three weeks of the 2002 season. 
Quarterback Scott McBrien, in his first year as Maryland’s 
starter, was looking for his first big win under center for the 
Terps. That opportunity would come at West Virginia Oct. 5, 
2002.

The Terps held a walk-through just before their bus ride 
to Morgantown, W.V., but what McBrien didn’t know is his 
preparations for the game were just beginning. McBrien and 
second-year head coach Ralph Friedgen sat together during 
the bus ride to West Virginia to master the game plan. McBrien 
remembered it as a three-hour study session, while Friedgen 
recalled it as five. Both men pinpointed the bus ride as a turn-
ing point for McBrien’s season and college career.

Similar success stories, however, have largely been missing 
in recent years, when the program was felled by season-ending 
injuries, bad luck and recruiting misses. The Terps have strug-
gled to find a consistent passer since Friedgen was fired in 2010 
and haven’t developed an NFL quarterback since Shaun Hill, 
who played at Maryland from 2000-2001 and went on to have a 
15-year career in the league. Steady passers like McBrien have 
been hard to come by, too, throughout the last several years. 

McBrien’s development can be traced in part to his bus ride 
with Friedgen. McBrien threw for 5,169 yards and 34 touch-
downs as the Terps’ starting quarterback from 2002-2003.

“I remember turning around, looking at my teammates and 
guys are on headsets, guys are listening to music, guys are tak-
ing naps and I’m in class for three hours on the front row of the 
bus all the way up to Morgantown,” McBrien said. “[Friedgen] 

quizzed me on every single package, every single formation, 
every single play, every single check at the line of scrimmage, 
what I expected out of their defense, what defense they were 
going to be in. You name it, he asked me.”

Friedgen explained he used flash cards full of defensive for-
mations to help get his point across to McBrien.

“I’d call a play and I’d flash the card and put it down and I’d 
say, ‘OK, Where are we going? What’s the coverage? What [are] 
your options?’ Call it a check-with-me at the line. Are we check-
ing out of this play? What are we checking to?” Friedgen said.

Added McBrien: “I hated him in that moment for doing 
that because I just wanted to chill and hang out and sleep and 
rest and kind of zone out and not think about football.”

“But guess what? We beat the hell out of West Virginia that 
day, too,” Friedgen said. “Then he took off. Then he started to 
get it. A lot of guys don’t want to spend the time to do that.”

The Terps beat West Virginia, 48-17. McBrien was 8-of-18 for 
162 yards and a touchdown to complement a defense that se-
cured three takeaways and a running game that rushed for 215 
yards and four touchdowns. The Terps won 10 of the final 11 
games of that season, capping their 2002 season with a victory 
against Tennessee in the Peach Bowl. Both that year and the 

next, McBrien provided the production and stability at 
quarterback that has been mostly missing for nearly 15 years 
at Maryland.

THE RECENT PAST
Ten quarterbacks have started games since Friedgen’s oust-

er: Danny O’Brien, C.J. Brown, Perry Hills, Caleb Rowe, Shawn 
Petty, Shane Cockerille, Max Bortenschlager, Ryan Brand, 
Pigrome and Hill. That group includes moderately recruited 

quarterbacks (Brown, Hills, Rowe and Bortenschlager), line-

backers (Petty and Cockerille) and a walk-on (Brand).
Expectations for O’Brien, however, were high entering Ran-

dy Edsall’s first year as head coach in 2011. The previous sea-
son, O’Brien had been named the Atlantic Coast Conference 
Rookie of the Year after throwing for 2,438 yards, 22 touch-
downs and just eight interceptions. O’Brien, a pro-style passer 
who ran a West Coast offense under Friedgen and offensive co-
ordinator James Franklin in 2010, said the 2011 season brought 
about “just a dramatic scheme change, which, that’s not to say 
it was right or wrong -- there’s just a lot of ways to skin a cat.” 
Edsall and offensive coordinator Gary Crowton shifted to an 
up-tempo, spread offense designed to simplify a quarterback’s 
reads, according to O’Brien.

O’Brien struggled in 2011 before his season ended due to 
a broken arm suffered during the 10th game of the season 
against Notre Dame. Although Brown finished the season as 
the starter, O’Brien said he was told by the Terps’ coaching 
staff that he was “the guy of the future and they wanted to 
build around it.” 

But O’Brien decided to transfer and landed at Wisconsin, 
where he played in 2012 before finishing his college career at 

Division II Catawba College (N.C.). He’s now playing for the 
Edmonton Eskimos of the Canadian Football League.

O’Brien was one of two dozen Terps who transferred from 
Maryland during Edsall’s first 14 months as head coach.

“I think in hindsight, if I could do it again, I would’ve stuck it 
out, honestly, just because of how much I loved going to school 
at Maryland and trying to finish out what we were starting to 
build there,” O’Brien said. “But going back to 21-year-old Dan-
ny, I would say the reasons I left were primarily just having so 
many other guys that I was close to that had already trans-
ferred and looked to go out. It just kind of felt like everything 
was kind of crumbling apart.”

It was a prelude to 2012, when four season-ending injuries 
forced the Terps to use Shawn Petty, a linebacker, at quar-
terback. 

C.J. Brown was set to be the starter, but he tore an ACL 
during practice two weeks before the season opener. Perry 
Hills won the job, but tore an ACL during the seventh game of 
the season. Devin Burns suffered a season-ending foot injury 
after relieving Hills. The next man up was Caleb Rowe, who 
tore an ACL during the eighth game of the season.

“Whenever guys are getting injured left and right,” Hills 
said, “that’s kind of like a jab to the ribs every single time.”

The position fell to Petty, who was a triple-option quarter-
back and operated out of the Wing-T formation at Eleanor 
Roosevelt High School (Greenbelt, Md.) before playing line-
backer at Maryland. He became the team’s backup quarter-
back after Hills and Burns went down. Petty had two weeks 
of practice -- one with the second team, another with the first 
team -- before starting at quarterback against Georgia Tech, 
which marked the first game of his college career.

“Most teams, honestly, if you make it to your fifth or sixth 
quarterback … at that point, most teams would give up and 
fold,” Petty said. “But one thing about us that year, I would say 
we went into every week thinking that we were going to win the 
game. We prepared that way. There was no quit.”

Maryland had a similar fate in 2017. Tyrrell Pigrome won the 
starting job out of training camp, but he tore his ACL during 
the Terps’ season-opening win at Texas in September. Kasim 
Hill tore his ACL two games later against Central Florida. Max 
Bortenschlager was banged up throughout the season. Ryan 
Brand, a walk-on, started against Michigan in November.

MYRIAD REASONS FOR STRUGGLES
The only regular starter the Terps have had since Friedgen 

departed is C.J. Brown, who was the primary starter from 2013-
2014. But Maryland’s quarterback position wasn’t always in a 
state of flux. In fact, Friedgen developed a long line of solid-if-
unspectacular quarterbacks who won games.

Shaun Hill was the starting quarterback of the 2001 team 
that won 10 games. Scott McBrien won 21 games as the start-
er from 2002-2003. Sam Hollenbach was the primary starter 
from 2005-2006 and won nine games during the latter season. 
Chris Turner started from 2007-2009 and won eight games in 
2008. Danny O’Brien appeared poised to join the list of solid 
longtime starters. However, none developed into NFL passers 
other than Hill.

“I think what hurt Scotty was his size. He had a strong 
enough arm [for the NFL],” Friedgen said of McBrien, who 
was listed at 6-foot-1 and 182 pounds. “What probably helped 
Shaun was his size [6-foot-3, 230 pounds] and he was the smart 
guy. He didn’t have the arm that Scotty had. But he was good 
enough for us to be good. 

“Hollenbach had the size [6-foot-4, 214 pounds]. He didn’t 
have a great release, and I’m sure that hurt him. And he wasn’t 
the most mobile guy. Danny, I thought, was definitely on track. 
He’s playing in Canada right now, so he is playing professional 
football.”

After Friedgen was fired following the 2010 season, the pro-
gram struggled to recruit the quarterback position. Edsall 
brought in Perry Hills and Caleb Rowe as part of his 2012 re-
cruiting class; Shane Cockerille in 2013; Will Ulmer in 2014, and 
Gage Shaffer in 2015. The Terps also brought in Daxx Garman, 
a transfer from Oklahoma State, ahead of the 2015 season. 

Edsall got little out of this group. Hills and Rowe struggled 
with injuries; Cockerille moved to fullback and eventually line-
backer; Ulmer and Shaffer never played a down for Maryland, 
and Garman completed six passes as a Terp. 

For Maryland Football, Quarterback 
Quandary Has Long History
 Luke Jackson

T

COLLEGE  FOOTBALL  PREVIEW    

Kasim Hillk
e

n
ya

 a
ll

e
n

/p
r

e
ss

b
o

x

Tyrrell Pigromek
e

n
ya

 a
ll

e
n

/p
r

e
ss

b
o

x



   If you like 
Baseball, Great Food
            and Cold Drinks ...
You have to

 
 here when you cross the Bay Bridge!

(located off of Rt. 50 East of the Bay Bridge, Exit 37)
216 St. Claire Place Stevensville, MD 21666   •  410.604.1120   •  BigBats.com

ARE YOU READY FOR A 
HALL OF FAME EXPERIENCE? 

“They did kind of want the running quarterback that may-
be doesn’t have the arm strength but he can just get it out, he 
can pick up the quick first downs and kind of move the ball 
downfield,” said Ahmed Ghafir, recruiting analyst for Inside 
Maryland Sports. “They looked more on the athleticism side 
rather than his arm strength, his accuracy, whether he can 
break down the defense. I think they kind of looked past that 
or maybe they didn’t evaluate that the best that they could.”

However, Edsall did pick up a commitment from highly 
regarded Bullis School (Md.) quarterback Dwayne Haskins 
during the spring of 2015, but Haskins flipped to Ohio State 
in January 2016 after Edsall was let go. Edsall, now the head 
coach at the University of Connecticut, declined comment to 
PressBox for this story.

QUARTERBACK QUANDARY
Maryland is hardly alone in the struggle to find steady quar-

terbacks who win games. Recruiting the right quarterbacks 
is among the most difficult tasks in college football. Multiple 
coaches detailed the characteristics they look for beyond phys-
ical traits when identifying quarterbacks who can perform at 
the college level, including but not limited to:

• Vision. “I think that’s the most important quality, myself,” 
Friedgen said. “You like a guy who’s mobile, you like a guy 
who has a good arm, you like a guy with a quick release, but 
if he can’t see, all that stuff doesn’t matter. You’ve got to 
throw it to the right guy.”

• Calm under pressure. “The bodies are flying around you. 
Can you handle it and still process, not focus on the poten-
tial hit that you might take and be able to separate that 
and still keep your eyes down the field and make the right 
decision?” Our Lady of Good Counsel (Md.) High School 
head coach Andy Stefanelli said.

• A sharp football IQ. “The game’s really changed as far 
as the [run-pass options], and a lot of quarterbacks are 
making decisions at the line of scrimmage, even at the high 
school level, which was very rare,” St. Frances (Md.) Acad-

emy co-head coach Henry Russell said. “And in order to 
do that, you need to have a quarterback that can mentally 
handle it and then physically have the gifts to do it.”

• Handling criticism. “You’re going to get criticized not 
only by your coach and your quarterback coach, your of-
fensive coordinator,” Stefanelli said. “But you’re going to be 
criticized by most of the people in the stands -- the fans, 
the other team’s fans -- [and] the students in the school, 
much more so than any other position, because everybody 
watches the quarterback.”

• Leadership. “Some kids develop as a leader as they get 
older, get more confident,” Russell said. “Some kids are 
leaders from an earlier age. But I think what you do look 
for is somebody that is almost an extension of his coaches, 
somebody that you know on the field when he speaks, the 
kids listen to him. When he’s calling the plays, people are 
believing in the plays he’s calling.”

Maryland is hoping it already has a quarterback with those 
qualities in the program.

IS PIGROME OR HILL THE GUY?
The Terps will begin the 2018 season against Texas Sept. 

1 with Tyrrell Pigrome or Kasim Hill at quarterback. Both 
played against the Longhorns Sept. 2, 2017, when the Terps 
pulled off the biggest win in recent program history, a 51-41 vic-
tory in Austin, Tex. 

It was a window into the development of Pigrome, whose 
calmness and accuracy improved tenfold from a year prior. 

Pigrome, who won the starting job out of camp, showed 
how well he fit into former Terps offensive coordinator Walt 
Bell’s up-tempo system that included plenty of zone reads to 
take advantage of Pigrome’s running ability. Pigrome’s first 
pass of the game was an interception returned for a touch-
down, but he recovered to complete 9-of-12 passes for 175 yards 
and two touchdowns and ran for 64 yards.

“That’s part of the reason why you play Pig, because he’s 
going to find a way,” said Bell, now the offensive coordinator at 

Florida State. “He can have a mistake and come back and be 
[9-of-12] passing and if he doesn’t get hurt, he probably runs 
for 100. That’s the kind of kid he is. He’s been that way since he 
was a high school kid. That was the one thing that was so at-
tractive about recruiting Pig was just the things that people in 
that community and on that coaching staff at [Clay-Chalkville 
(Ala.) High School] would say about him, because that’s what 
you want that kid to be.”

Pigrome tore the ACL in his right knee during the last play 
of the third quarter against Texas. Hill replaced him and com-
pleted the only three passes he threw. Hill’s 40-yard pass to 
receiver DJ Moore to convert a third-and-19 during the fourth 
quarter helped stave off a Texas rally and proved to be the big-
gest throw of the game. 

Hill displayed his aptitude in handling Bell’s run-pass op-
tion during Maryland’s 63-17 win against Towson the follow-
ing week. Bell credited the coaching Hill received at Gilman 
School (Md.) and St. John’s College High (Washington, D.C.) 
as well as his intelligence, even-keeled nature and arm talent 
for contributing to his polish. Bell also praised Max Borten-
schlager, who made eight starts last year after Pigrome and 
Hill went down.

Maryland’s quarterbacks will operate this year under Matt 
Canada, who was named the Terps’ interim head coach when 
Durkin was placed on leave. Canada was the offensive coor-
dinator at North Carolina State from 2012-2015, Pittsburgh in 
2016 and Louisiana State in 2017. Bell said Maryland’s quarter-
back position is “absolutely” in a good place with Pigrome, Hill 
and Bortenschlager.

However, as Maryland approaches opening day against 
Texas, the quarterback question is taking a backseat to the 
larger issues surrounding the program.

“The safety and well-being of our student-athletes is our 
highest priority,” athletic director Damon Evans said in a letter 
to the university community Aug. 11. “These alleged behaviors 
are not consistent with the values I expect all of our staff to 
adhere to and we must do better. You will be hearing from me 
as our work continues to rebuild the culture of respect in our 
football program.” •
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alcolm Perry clearly re-
members one of his scar-
iest moments at the U.S. 
Naval Academy.

He was carrying a 
football too low dur-
ing a run in practice 

and caught the ire of Navy head footfall 
coach Ken Niumatalolo, who chastised 
him about the consequences of fumbling.

“Early on, it was instilled in me: hold 
the ball high and tight,” Perry said dur-
ing Navy’s media day Aug. 4. “I also had 
moments in the game where I fumbled 
the ball and it doesn’t feel too good.” 

The Midshipmen will be relying heav-
ily on Perry to carry the offense this sea-
son as the team’s starting quarterback. 
He follows a long tradition of talented 
Navy signal-callers, including Roger 
Staubach, Keenan Reynolds, Jim Kubiak 
and Ricky Dobbs. 

Niumatalolo likes how Perry has pro-
gressed during the past year as he made 
the transition from slot back. While 

there is admittedly work to do, Niumat-
alolo is confident Perry has all the tools 
to effectively lead the Midshipmen’s sig-
nature triple-option offense.

“He’s a humble kid and works ex-
tremely hard and that’s kind of how our 
whole team is,” Niumatalolo said. “We 
have a bunch of guys who don’t do a lot 
of talking. We just come to work. I think 
his teammates recognize that he is one 
of our better players. His work ethic ex-
udes a leader.

“From that standpoint, it’s similar to 
Keenan, who wasn’t a ‘rah-rah’ guy. His 
work ethic just forced everyone else to 
work hard. [Perry] has more to do, but 
we’re really excited about where he is.” 

Perry, who’s listed as 5-foot-9 and 185 
pounds, isn’t worried about comparisons 
to former Navy quarterbacks. The junior 
from Clarksville, Tenn., is prepared to 
create his own legacy. He was one of 43 
players named to the 2018 Paul Hornung 
Award Watch List.

“I don’t think focusing on that will 
be beneficial to me as a player,” Perry 
said. “I definitely recognize there have 
been some great quarterbacks to come 
through here. All I can do now is watch 
film, learn from them and try to be the 
best I can.” 

Perry started 12 games last year, in-
cluding nine at slot back and three at 
quarterback. He finished the season as 
the team’s second-leading rusher with 
1,182 yards on 138 carries and scored 11 
touchdowns. He threw two passes, one of 
which went for a touchdown. The other 
pass was intercepted. Perry showed ver-
satility, finishing as the Midshipmen’s 
second-leading receiver. He caught 13 
passes for 303 yards and two touch-
downs.

Perry’s explosiveness has created op-
timism in Annapolis, Md. He had a 92-
yard touchdown run against Southern 
Methodist and scored a 91-yard touch-
down against Air Force, which rank as 
the second- and third-longest runs in 
school history. 

Perry ran for 250 yards on 30 carries 
during his second career start at quar-
terback against Army Dec. 9. Perry ac-
counted for 252 of the Mids’ 296 total 
yards during the 14-13 loss in Philadel-
phia. 

Perry played in three games -- two at 
quarterback and one at slot back -- in 
2016.

The Midshipmen were picked to fin-
ish third in the American Athletic Con-
ference West Division in the annual pre-
season poll. Memphis is the favorite to 
win the division, receiving 23 of 30 first-
place votes, followed by Houston. Cen-
tral Florida is the overwhelming favor-
ite to win the East Division, followed by 
Memphis and South Florida.

“There’s always some anxiety. You 
worry about all sorts of things like stay-
ing healthy,” offensive coordinator/quar-

terbacks coach Ivin Jasper said about the 
upcoming season. “We just have to go prac-
tice. As coaches, we have to do a good job of 
making sure every scenario is covered and 
that our guys are prepared mentally and 
physically. The best teams are the ones 
that are ready to play. As a staff, we have to 
make sure Navy is ready to go on Sept. 1.”

Navy finished last season 7-6, ending 
the year on a high note with a 49-7 victo-
ry against Virginia in the Military Bowl. 
The Midshipmen, however, have lost two 
straight against their archrival Army af-
ter putting together a 14-game winning 
streak from 2002-2015.

The Midshipmen face another chal-
lenging schedule. The team opens at 
Hawaii Sept. 1. Navy hosts Memphis for 
its AAC opener Sept. 8. The Midshipmen 
will then play at SMU Sept. 22 and rival 
Air Force Oct. 6. 

Navy plays two consecutive home 
games against Temple Oct. 13 and Hous-
ton Oct. 20 before playing four of the 
next five on the road, including a match-
up against Notre Dame in San Diego 
Oct. 27. 

“I like traveling,” Navy senior line-
backer Hudson Sullivan said. “I enjoy 
the plane rides over to the games and 
back, so I kind of have more fun going 
to away games sometimes than home 
games.” 

Niumatalolo is confident his players 
are ready for that logistical challenge.

“I just feel good about what I’ve seen,” 
Niumatalolo said. “Going to school here 
is different. There’s other things that 
come into play: military, academics. I 
mean, our grades right now are as good 
as they’ve ever been. Our military con-
duct, the things you’re supposed to do, 
our guys have been on point. So those 
are the kind of things that lead me to 
believe we have a disciplined group, and 
that they’re hungry, and they want to do 
the things that it takes to win.”

Safety Sean Williams and fullback 
Anthony Gargiulo, both of whom are se-
niors, were named captains for this sea-
son. Both players are leading by example 
on the field, in the classroom and even in 
the hallways.  

“Navy relies on the details and dis-
cipline,” Williams said. “It’s the small 
things. We’ve been playing this style of 
football for a long time, so we didn’t have 
to reinvent the wheel. All we did was fo-
cus on ourselves and make sure we didn’t 
slip up with the small stuff. That was our 
entire focus in the offseason.”

Gargiulo said one of the keys for a 
successful season is to finish games. The 
Mids had several late-game collapses 
last year, including a 30-27 loss to Mem-
phis when they allowed 10 points in the 
final quarter.

“Last year, going through the season, 
there was a lot of things that started 
slipping up, especially after that big loss 
against Memphis,” Gargiulo said. “They 
were just little things like haircuts and 
shaving. Little things but they obvious-
ly were a big factor in finishing games. 
It’s just looking inward, knowing what 
we need to do for ourselves and the pro-
gram by doing the little things right.” •

Malcolm Perry Takes The Reins For 
Navy Football Entering 2018 Season
 Todd Karpovich
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vs.
aug.
24-26

SEPT. 12

BARK AT ORIOLE PARK 
SPECIAL TICKET PACKAGE REQUIRED
ORIOLES.COM/BARK

AUG. 24

UPCOMING PROMOTIONS AT ORIOLE PARK

FRIDAY FIREWORKS & MUSIC 
FEATURING SINGER SONGWRITER TINA PAROL • POSTGAME, ALL FANS

STUDENT NIGHT 
ALL STUDENTS, SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY

AUG. 24-26

ORIOLES REACH  
FOOD & FUNDS DRIVE

vs.
aug.
27-29

vs.
sept.
11-13

SEPT. 13

THIS IS BIRDLAND T-SHIRT
ALL FANS

vs.
sept.
14-16

SEPT. 14

FRIDAY FIREWORKS & MUSIC 
POSTGAME, ALL FANS

STUDENT NIGHT 
ALL STUDENTS, SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY

SEPT. 15

ORIOLES LIGHTWEIGHT HOODIE
FIRST 35,000 FANS 15 & OVER

SEPT. 16

ORIOLES REPLICA BP CAP 
PRESENTED BY DAP • FIRST 20,000 FANS 15 & OVER 

KIDS RUN THE BASES 
PRESENTED BY WEIS MARKETS • POSTGAME, ALL KIDS AGES 4-14

vs.
sept.
17-19

SEPT. 19

WWE BIRDLANDMANIA
SPECIAL TICKET PACKAGE REQUIRED
ORIOLES.COM/WWE

vs.
sept.
27-30

bring your kids 
ages 9 and  

under for free

SEPT. 28

ORIOLES COASTER SET 
FIRST 20,000 FANS 15 & OVER

STUDENT NIGHT 
ALL STUDENTS, SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY

SEPT. 29

ORIOLES PUFFY VEST
FIRST 35,000 FANS 15 & OVER

SEPT. 30

ORIOLES DUFFLE BAG 
FIRST 20,000 FANS 15 & OVER 

KIDS RUN THE BASES 
PRESENTED BY WEIS MARKETS • POSTGAME, ALL KIDS AGES 4-14
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SCHEDULE AND PROMOTIONS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.



24  |  AUGUST 2018  |    |  PRESSBOXSPORTS  |  @PRESSBOXONLINE

ead Coach: Rob Ambrose 
(10th Season)

2017 Record: 5-6 overall, 
3-5 Colonial Athletic As-
sociation

Key Returners: LB Di-
ondre Wallace, QB Ryan Stover, DB Monty 
Fenner, RB Shane Simpson

Key Games: Sept. 29 vs. Citadel; Oct. 6 vs. 
Stony Brook; Oct. 27 at Delaware; Nov. 10 at 
Elon; Nov. 17 vs. James Madison

Outlook: After facing an injury-plagued first 
half of the season, Towson capped off the 
2017 season by winning three of its last four 
games. Head coach Rob Ambrose and the 
Tigers will look to carry that momentum into 
the program’s 50th season. 

“When we got to the end of the season, 
things were just starting to roll,” Ambrose 
said during CAA Media Day July 24. “We 
have been looking forward to this day and 
every day after this day since we took the 
helmets off.”

While Towson has high expectations for 
this season, a preseason poll of CAA head 
coaches and media relations directors had 
the Tigers finishing 10th in the 12-team con-
ference.

Towson is expected to return the major-

ity of its 2017 roster, including quarterback 
Ryan Stover. The 6-foot-4, 210-pound sopho-
more played in all 11 games for the Tigers in 
2017. He threw for 2,001 yards, 11 touchdowns 
and 13 interceptions, while rushing for 317 
yards and two touchdowns. Stover is expect-
ed to compete for the starting job against 
four other quarterbacks, including graduate 
transfer Tom Flacco. 

Flacco, the brother of Ravens quarter-
back Joe Flacco, played at Western Michigan 
from 2015-2016 and was on Rutgers’ roster as 
a walk-on last year. He transferred to Tow-
son in June and has two years of eligibility 
remaining.

Ambrose made it clear the position is up 
for grabs. 

“Coming out of spring, I wasn’t real 
pleased -- I really wasn’t,” Ambrose said. “We 
had a chance to make some strides at the 
position that we didn’t do. Because of it, that 
position is wide open for camp.” 

Since taking over as offensive coordina-
tor in 2013, Jared Ambrose has emphasized 
running the football. Towson has finished no 
lower than ninth in the conference in rush-
ing yards per game during each of the past 
five years. 

Junior Shane Simpson, who finished 
sixth in the conference in rushing yards in 
2016, is expected to contribute heavily to the 
Towson offense. The 5-foot-9, 200-pound 
running back entered last season as the 

lead back, but injuries opened the door for 
sophomore running backs Kobe Young and 
Adrian Feliz-Platt to receive the majority of 
the carries. 

Simpson missed six games during the 
2017 season, including a four-game stretch 
during which the Tigers went 0-4 and were 
outscored, 112-46. 

“A healthy Shane Simpson makes us 
pretty damn good, he really does,” Rob Am-
brose said. 

On the defensive side of the ball, second-
year defensive coordinator Lyndon Johnson 
will look to his veterans to carry the load. 
Senior and four-year starter Monty Fenner, 
a defensive back, is expected to be one of 
Ambrose’s leaders on the field. Fenner was 
second on the team in total tackles last year 
but admits he needs to improve as a vocal 
leader.

“I wasn’t a vocal person; I always let my 
action lead,” Fenner said. “Now, I’m coming 
out of my box. I’m talking more because it’s 
not about me, it’s about the team.”

Although Fenner is considered to be the 
leader on the back end of the defense, the 
linebackers are considered to be the core of 
Ambrose’s defense. Four of the top five tack-
lers for the Tigers’ defense last year were line-
backers. Seniors Chris Tedder and Diondre 
Wallace and juniors Robert Heyward and 
Keon Paye combined for 260 tackles last year. 
The linebacker unit will be relied on heavily 

this season if the Tigers are to be successful. 
“Those guys have tons of tackles and 

years of experience behind them,” Ambrose 
said. “It really is their time to shine.”

Entering Ambrose’s 10th season as head 
coach and with such a veteran team, the 
Tigers expect to be better than others have 
predicted them to be. 

At CAA Media Day, a reporter asked Am-
brose to complete the sentence, “This will be 
a winning year if …”

“Get rid of the ‘if ’ and put a period in 
there,” Ambrose said. •

All quotes are courtesy of CAA Sports.

Led By Rob Ambrose, Towson Football 
Looks To Defy Preseason Predictions
 Cody Wilcox
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ead Coach: Ernest Jones 
(interim, first season)

2017 record: 1-10 overall, 
1-7 Mid-Eastern Athletic 
Conference

Key Returners: DE 
Malachi Washington, LB 

Rico Kennedy, WR Manasseh Bailey

Key Games: Sept. 1 vs. Towson; Oct. 6 vs. 
South Carolina State; Nov. 3 vs. Bethune-
Cookman

Outlook: The Bears face a season of un-
certainty with interim head coach Ernest 
Jones at the helm, yet one thing is certain: 
no matter how much the team improves 
from last year’s poor showing, the post-
season is off the table.

Morgan State was hit with Academic 
Progress Rate (APR) penalties in May, 
which barred the program from postsea-
son play in 2018 and placed restrictions 
on the team’s practice time throughout 
the season. Any lost practice time will be 
turned into academic activity.

Despite the grim outlook, Jones sees a 
positive in the punishment.

“To be honest, the APR penalties, as 
negative as it is and they sound, have 
helped us because it has helped us con-

centrate a little bit more on academics,” 
Jones said. “We’ve made our kids think 
that making A’s in the classroom is a good 
thing. So we compete in the classroom 
now.”

Jones is hoping the competition in the 
classroom translates to the field, where 
Morgan State stumbled last season. The 
Bears were shut out during their first 
three games of the season against Tow-
son, Albany and Rutgers, and they held 
opponents to fewer than 20 points just 
once. Only two of Morgan State’s 10 losses 
in 2017 were one-possession games.

Jones said a big reason for last season’s 
struggles was the team’s lack of cohesive-
ness. The offense, defense and special 
teams would only be focused on what they 
had to do individually rather than think-
ing from a full team perspective, Jones 
said. The team worked on its chemistry 
during the offseason, and it’s now com-
mon for offensive and defensive players to 
hang out.

Jones also attributed last year’s strug-
gles to a missing identity.

“We never talked about it out loud to 
say, ‘This is the kind of defensive team we 
are. This is the kind of offensive team we 
are. This is the type of special teams we 
are,’” said Jones, who was the team’s de-
fensive coordinator last year. “So identity 
was the No. 1 thing.”

Offensively, the Bears hope to take 
advantage of scoring opportunities bet-
ter than they did in 2017. Morgan State 
was third in the MEAC in total offense 
at 360.6 yards per game, but just eighth 
in points per game at 19.5. The Bears 
also committed 33 turnovers last 
season, the most in the confer-
ence.

Jones said key injuries on 
defense last year led to more 
playing time for younger 
players, and the unit will 
have strong depth because 
of that this season.

Senior defensive lineman 
Malachi Washington, a first-team pre-
season all-conference selection, said the 
team needs to focus on practicing well this 
season.

“I just feel like we have to improve on 
brotherhood and just coming together 
and practicing hard every day because I 
feel like that’s the key,” Washington said. 
“If we practice hard every day, then the 
game’s going to be easy.”

Jones said the biggest improvement 
he’s looking for is in the team’s physicality.

“We talk about it all the time, that we 
want to be physical, we want to be ag-
gressive and we want to be violent,” said 
Jones, who will serve as the team’s de-
fensive coordinator and defensive backs 

coach in addition to his duties as head 
coach. “And we want to show that on the 
football field. So if we can just believe 
that we’re a physical team, that we can be 
violent in our approach and aggressive in 
our play-calling, that’ll help us to be more 
successful this year, in my opinion.” •

Under Interim Coach Ernest Jones, Morgan 
State Looks To Rebound From 1-10 Season
 Seth Tow
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JOHNS HOPKINS

HEAD COACH: Jim Margraff (29th season) 

2017 RECORD: 9-2 overall, 8-1 Centennial Conference; NCAA 
Tournament first round

KEY RETURNERS: WR Luke McFadden, QB David Tamma-
ro, DE Mike Kalanik, S Addison Quinones

KEY GAMES: Oct. 13 at Franklin & Marshall; Oct. 27 vs. 
Muhlenberg

OUTLOOK: Johns Hopkins enters the 2018 season ranked 19th 
in one NCAA Division III poll. The program is looking for a 10th 
consecutive Centennial Conference title.

Head coach Jim Margraff entered last year’s season opener 
against Washington & Lee hoping his offensive line could protect 
new starting quarterback David Tammaro -- who had thrown 
just three passes as a freshman -- well enough to allow him to 
manage the game. 

“I thought if he could go like 12-for-18, we’d be in pretty good 
shape,” Margraff said. “But he ended up throwing it like 61 times 
and we won in overtime. He made some great plays to keep us in 
the game and quickly earned the confidence of his teammates as 
a leader who could play under pressure.”

Tammaro completed 42 of those school-record 61 attempts for 
426 yards, the most yards ever by a Blue Jay quarterback during 
a season opener. One of those completions was a 17-yard strike to 
receiver Luke McFadden for the game-winning score in overtime.

Tammaro, who threw for 3,010 yards and 25 touchdowns while 
completing better than 63 percent of his passes last year, returns 
for his junior year. McFadden is back for his senior campaign 
to lead an offense that helped Hopkins earn a share of its ninth 
straight Centennial Conference title and an NCAA postseason 
berth. 

McFadden, who has drawn interest from pro scouts, was 
named the Centennial Conference Offensive Player of the Year 
after hauling in 58 receptions for 1,162 yards and nine touchdowns 
last year.

“Luke has been an elite player for us,” Margraff said. “He’s tall 
and is a deep threat on the outside with great hands and body 
control. He’s very hard for teams to match up against.”

Despite losing six starters to graduation, the Blue Jays’ 
offense appears to be in good shape with Tammaro and Mc-
Fadden returning. Senior Tyler Messinger (182 yards, five 
touchdowns last year) and junior Hogan Irwin (204 yards, two 
touchdowns) are expected to pick up the slack at running back 
with Ryan Cary’s 566 yards and 38 receptions lost to graduation. 
The offensive line returns three players who combined to appear 
in 25 contests in 2017.

While seven starters return for the Blue Jays on defense, three 
starters along the defensive line, who accounted for more than 
400 tackles and 25.5 sacks, have graduated. Senior Academic 
All-American Anthony Davidson (4.5 sacks, four forced fumbles) 
returns on the defensive line along with junior starting defensive 
end Mike Kalanik, who led the team in sacks (nine) and tackles 
for a loss (20.5) last year.

“We have a lot of guys in the secondary coming back, but we 
lost most of the defensive line,” Margraff said. “Up front will be the 
big question mark, but really we’re excited to get going and see 
how the new guys perform and how the pieces fit.” 

MCDANIEL

HEAD COACH: Mike Dailey (third season) 

2017 RECORD: 3-7 overall, 2-7 Centennial Conference

KEY RETURNERS: RB Perry Stefanelli, RB Matt Cathey, 
KR/WR Matt Schleifer 

KEY GAMES: Sept. 15 vs. Franklin & Marshall; Nov. 10 at 
Johns Hopkins

OUTLOOK: Head coach Mike Dailey took over a Green Ter-
ror team that went 0-10 in 2015. McDaniel went 3-7 during the 
2016 and 2017 seasons under Dailey.

However, among those seven losses last year were a 43-41 
decision at Centennial Conference co-champion Franklin & 
Marshall and a 42-41 overtime setback against Juniata -- both 
in September. As such, McDaniel essentially was a few points 
from opening the year 5-0. The team also lost three key players 
-- running back Perry Stefanelli, linebacker Anthony Crawley 
and offensive tackle Josh Disharoon -- to injuries in September. 

“We were definitely more competitive, which was encourag-
ing,” Dailey said. “But we still have to find a way to close out 
some of those games and come away with the W. That was a 
point of emphasis in the spring and will be coming into camp 
this summer.”

The McDaniel offense will have to rely on a young quarter-
back following the graduation of Will Koester (1,946 yards, 12 
touchdowns last year). Last season’s top three receivers also 
graduated, but the cupboard isn’t bare. Three returning wide-
outs caught between seven and 19 passes.

Four sophomores will compete for the starting quarterback 
job throughout preseason camp, with none currently holding 
an edge in the race. 

“They are all pretty good players,” Dailey said. “They com-
peted all spring and will continue to do so in training camp 
with the hope that one of them worked really hard in the sum-
mer and will rise up and become the clear-cut guy.”

The Green Terror’s running game should be strong, bol-
stered by an offensive line that returns four starters from a 
unit that allowed just 11 sacks a year ago. Senior running back 
Stefanelli returns for a fifth year after having his 2017 season 
cut short.

Stefanelli was averaging nearly 100 yards per game on 5.2 
yards per carry before getting hurt four carries into the sea-
son’s fourth contest. Running back Matt Cathey, who stepped 
in for Stefanelli and rushed for 830 yards and five touchdowns, 
also returns for his senior year to provide backfield depth, 
which should make the new quarterback’s job easier. 

“That’s the hope, that the quarterback will feel confident 
that he doesn’t have to carry the team or make extraordinary 
throws to generate offense,” Dailey said. “We hope that we are 
able to run the ball and take the pressure off and make it easier 
for him.”

The graduation of linebacker Drew Scott and some key 
members of the secondary also leaves a few holes to fill, but the 
defensive line returns nearly intact.

On special teams, Dailey will have to replace place kicker 
Spencer Wiersberg, who was 13-for-16 on field-goal attempts 
and made all 30 of his extra-point attempts. Senior punter Joey 
Cornwell returns, as does junior All-Centennial Conference re-
turn man Matt Schleifer, who averaged 129.6 all-purpose yards 
per game last year.

STEVENSON

HEAD COACH: Ed Hottle (seventh season) 

2017 RECORD: 6-5 overall, 6-3 Middle Atlantic Conference; 
Eastern College Athletic Conference James Lynah Bowl

KEY RETURNERS: QB Dan Williams, K Ian Gould, LB Ash-
ton Leschke, OL Connor Davis, OL Brendan Flaherty

KEY GAMES: Aug. 30 vs. Frostburg State; Sept. 29 vs. Dela-
ware Valley

OUTLOOK: Looking to make their fifth consecutive post-
season appearance, the Mustangs return one of the top 
quarterbacks in Division III in senior Dan Williams, a two-
time All-MAC selection who threw for 3,198 yards and 25 
touchdowns last season in leading Stevenson to the ECAC 
Lynah Bowl. 

“Having a fifth-year senior as a quarterback certainly is ex-
citing for any coach,” Stevenson head coach Ed Hottle said. 
“He’s got all the experience, has seen all the situations and just 
generally has a different maturity level.”

Williams ranks fourth among all Division III quarterbacks 
in career passing yards (6,026) and sixth in touchdown passes 
(55). He was invited to attend the prestigious Manning Passing 
Academy in Louisiana earlier this summer. 

It won’t be an easy road for the Mustangs, who open up at 
home Aug. 30 against a Frostburg State team ranked eighth 
in the nation. Stevenson follows the opener with three road 
games before hosting defending MAC champion Delaware  
Valley Sept. 29.

“The way we approach the league is that it’s a tough league, 
so you’re always going to face those top-tier teams,” Hottle 
said. “We open up with Frostburg, and that’s an exciting op-
portunity for us to see where we stack up very quickly. We’re 
going to have a pretty good indication of what we’re working 
with by Oct. 1.”

In addition to Williams, four other all-conference picks 
return for Stevenson. Sophomore kicker Ian Gould con-
verted 13-of-15 fields goals and all 38 of his extra-point at-
tempts to earn second-team All-MAC and Rookie of the 
Year honors. Senior linebacker Ashton Leschke recorded 
79 tackles, eight of them for a loss, to earn second-team 
accolades, as well.

The offensive line will be anchored by junior second-team 
All-MAC pick Connor Davis and senior honorable-mention 
selection Brendan Flaherty, who converted from the defensive 
line midway through last year. Flaherty managed to earn his 
recognition after only playing five conference games along the 
offensive line.

“We made him an offensive lineman on our bye week,” Hot-
tle said. “He started the season taking every snap at defensive 
end, but we had a need and called him in and he said, ‘Hey 
coach, I’ll do whatever it takes to help the team.’ We had a void, 
and now he’s a guy we will continue to grow in that position.”

Hottle also is excited to get junior defensive back/outside 
linebacker Izaiha Pitts back after an injury-shortened 2017, 
during which he played in just three games. He opened the 
year with nine tackles, a sack and a forced fumble against 
Frostburg after appearing in all 11 contests the previous year.

“Our goal has always been the same,” Hottle said. “I said it 
when I started here in 2011, and people looked at me like I was 
crazy, but our goal is to win 10 games. That’s the reality for us. 
It’s the goal, but you have to win them one game at a time. No 
one game is any more important than the next. That’s the kind 
of approach we need to take.”•

Division III College Football Preview
 Scott Lowe
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PROFESSIONAL HOME CLEANING

We’ll handle the chores

maidpro.com
410.529.5690

BONDED & INSURED

BACKGROUND-CHECKED

YOUR HOME CLEANED JUST HOW YOU LIKE IT

Spend more time doing what you love

PLAY MORE. PAY LESS.

BUY ONLINE TODAY!

EARN POINTS, RECEIVE DISCOUNTS, AND MORE!

GREYSTONE   |  THE WOODLANDS  |  FOX HOLLOW  |  DIAMOND RIDGE  |  ROCKY POINT

Each month during the school year,  
PressBox and the Masonic Charities of Maryland  

will honor a high school student-athlete  
who demonstrates the following criteria: 

SPORTSMANSHIP • SCHOOL SPIRIT
HARD WORK • GIVING BACK TO THE COMMUNITY  

Nominees will be accepted from any Maryland high school, and nominations can be submitted by parents, coaches, teachers or fellow students.  
Each honoree will receive a custom trophy and the opportunity for award presentation at his/her school. 

HIGH SCHOOL
UNSUNG HERO
OF THE MONTH

To nominate a local high school student-athlete and see some of the past winners go to
PressBoxOnline.com/hero



he high school football 
season kicks off Aug. 24. 
Here are six things to 
watch this season.

TEAM TO WATCH:  
ST. FRANCES

The Panthers clearly are the area’s 
team to watch. St. Frances went unde-
feated last year and outscored oppo-
nents, 534-61. The Panthers have gone 
undefeated in the Maryland Interscho-
lastic Athletic Association (MIAA) A 
Conference the last two seasons, but 
their situation remains unclear. Dur-
ing the spring, Calvert Hall, Gilman, 
McDonogh, Mount Saint Joseph and 
Archbishop Spalding announced they 
wouldn’t play St. Frances this fall due to 
what the schools called safety issues. 

The MIAA announced Aug. 11 that St. 
Frances had been declared the MIAA A 
Conference champion for the 2018 season. 
St. Frances told The Baltimore Sun and 
ESPN that, as of the first week in August, 
it had put together a nine-game schedule. 
Co-head coaches Biff Poggi and Henry 
Russell’s schedule remains in a state of 
flux, but they will reportedly play teams 
from outside the area. Last year, the Pan-
thers played teams from New Jersey, Vir-
ginia, Utah and Ontario, Canada.

However, many questions remain be-
fore the season begins. There may be a 
bit of a cloud over the MIAA A Confer-
ence this season with the Panthers hav-
ing been declared conference champions 
without playing a game. Only time will tell 
what the future holds for St. Frances and 
the MIAA.

TEAM TO WATCH: 
MILFORD MILL

The Millers finished 12-2 last year and 
came close to winning their first state 
title in 30 years. Milford Mill held a 19-0 
lead against Frederick County power-
house Linganore during the Maryland 
Public Secondary Schools Athletic As-
sociation (MPSSAA) Class 3A state 
title game, but the Lancers roared back 
and pulled out a 28-27 victory on a late 
touchdown. That’s the bad news. 

The good news is Milford Mill brings 
back about seven starters on both sides 
of the ball, according to head coach Reg-
gie White. Senior Desmond Shell is a key 
player expected to fill several roles. White 
lists him as an athlete when asked about 
his position because Shell can play seem-

ingly everywhere: running back, kick and 
punt returner, slot receiver, outside line-
backer, cornerback and safety. He also 
gained more than 2,000 all-purpose yards 
and scored 20 touchdowns last year. Se-
nior Kevin Neal should anchor the de-
fense from middle linebacker. 

However, the Millers have a definite 
goal and some inspiration in the form of 
last year’s championship game. White, in 
his 16th year as Milford Mill’s coach and 
a member of the school’s 1987 champion-
ship team, made that very clear. 

“You take 14 games and it boiled down 
to about 2.5 minutes, and that’s what kept 
us from wearing rings,” White said. “We 
are extremely unsatisfied with the out-
come of last year and the only way to make 
it change is to do something different.”

PLAYER TO WATCH: 
ETHON WILLIAMS, BROADNECK, 
WR, SENIOR

Williams was one of the area’s top wide 
receivers last year. He made 66 catches 
for 1,223 yards and scored 17 touchdowns 
for Broadneck. Williams is a dynamic 
threat and makes defensive backs and 
coaches cringe because of how much 
trouble he can cause. He committed to 
Boston College last spring and should 
cause plenty of issues for ACC teams 
when he moves on to the college level. He 
doesn’t appear to have breakaway speed, 
but he can go get the ball and, at the high 
school level, that’s crucial. 

PLAYER TO WATCH: 
DESMOND SHELL, MILFORD MILL, 
ALL-PURPOSE, SENIOR 

Shell is also very talented -- at just 
about everything -- and can play on of-
fense and defense. He totaled more than 
2,000 all-purpose yards as Milford Mill 
made it to the Class 3A state title game 
last fall. Coach Reggie White said Shell can 
do just about anything; he's returned kicks 
and punts, played in the secondary and at 
running back and even lined up in the slot. 
He hasn’t set any plans for college yet.

GAME TO WATCH:  
RIVER HILL AT HOWARD, SEPT. 28

This will be an interesting Howard 
County battle between a pair of very good 
teams. Howard finished 10-0 during last 
year’s regular season under head coach 
Ross Hannon and made it all the way to 
the Class 4A state semifinals. That’s where 
the Lions drew some bad luck and ran 
into Prince George’s County powerhouse 

Dr. Henry A. Wise Jr. High School, which 
rolled over them, 42-7. Howard will return a 
big offensive threat this year in senior run-
ning back Devin Dawkins, who was one of 
the state’s top running backs last year. 

River Hill went 9-1 during the 2017 
regular season and suffered a bit of a 
surprising loss to Glenelg during the 
first round of the state playoffs. River 
Hill beat Glenelg 20-0 during the next-
to-last game of the regular season for 
head coach Brian Van Deusen, but Gle-
nelg won the rematch, 14-6. Senior Wan-

de Owens is a tough running back for 
Glenelg and recently committed to Yale.

COACH TO WATCH:  
TIM PALMER, HARFORD TECH

The Cobras have not exactly been a 
football powerhouse throughout the years. 
In fact, the team had never even made the 
state playoffs until last year, when Palmer 
took over. He guided Harford Tech to a 
stunning 12-1 record and took the Cobras 
all the way to the Class 2A state semifi-
nals. Harford Tech’s season ended with a 
16-9 loss to Gwynn Park High School from 
Prince George’s County. 

Harford Tech’s returners got loads of 
experience last year. Senior running back 
Jalen Dangerfield accomplished plenty in 
2017 and can do more this year. The ques-
tion is how Act II of this show will play out. 
Can the Cobras do it again? •

 VARSITY REPORT

2018 High School Football Preview
 Jeff Seidel
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ThompsonAutomotive.comSINCE 
1929

AUTOMOTIVE

THOMPSON MAZDA
900 Merritt Blvd • Dundalk • 410-282-6300 • www.thompsonmazda.com

THOMPSON HYUNDAI 
1000 Merritt Blvd • Dundalk • 410-288-5700 • www.thompsonhyundai.com

THOMPSON CHRYSLER/DODGE/JEEP/RAM
124 North Point Blvd • Dundalk • 410-288-3100 • www.thompsoncdj.com

THOMPSON CHRYSLER/DODGE/JEEP/RAM
1102 Business Center Way • Edgewood • 410-679-1400 • www.thompsonchryslerjeep.net

THOMPSON TOYOTA
1101 Business Center Way • Edgewood • 410-679-1500 • www.thompsontoyota.com
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he value of the Balti-

more Ravens rose by 9 

percent during the last 

year to $2.5 billion, ac-

cording to a new Forbes 

analysis, despite a rocky 

2017 for the franchise.

Forbes estimates the Ravens are 

the 27th most valuable franchise in the 

world, unchanged from the last two 

years.

Ravens owner Steve Bisciotti bought 

the team for $600 million, according to 

Forbes. Bisciotti paid $275 million for a 

49 percent minority share in 2000. He ac-

quired an additional 50 percent stake in 

2004 for $325 million.
Forbes’ ranking continues to be domi-

nated by the NFL, with 29 of the league’s 
32 teams making this year’s list of the 50 
most valuable franchises in the world.

The publication notes that despite a 
decline in NFL ratings and fan backlash 
reguarding national anthem protests, 
the league’s media and sponsorship 
deals continue to rise. NFL clubs split 
$8.2 billion, or $255 million per team, last 
season from shared revenue streams, 
Forbes notes. National television deals 
produced the bulk of that money.

The Ravens finished 2017 with a 9-7 
record, missing the playoffs for the third 
straight season.

The Ravens tied for 27th on the list 
with the NBA’s Boston Celtics. The team 
ranked just ahead of the Atlanta Falcons 
($2.475 billion) and immediately behind 
the Green Bay Packers ($2.55 billion).

The Dallas Cowboys remained the 

most valuable franchise in the world, ris-
ing 14 percent to $4.8 billion. Manchester 
United of the English Premier League 
ranked No. 2 overall at $4.123 billion.

The New York Yankees are the most 
valuable MLB club, coming in at No. 5 
overall with a value of $4 billion. The Bal-
timore Orioles did not make the top 50 
list, which cut off at $1.95 billion (Cleve-
land Browns). Forbes estimated in April 
the Orioles were worth $1.2 billion.

The Washington Redskins rank No. 11 
overall, valued at $3.1 billion.

There are 106 sports franchises worth 
at least $1 billion, up from 87 last year, 
according to Forbes. •

 SPORTS BUSINESS

Despite Sluggish 2017, 
Baltimore Ravens’ Franchise 
Value Continues To Rise
  Ryan Sharrow, 
  Baltimore Business Journal
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 BASEBALL/SOFTBALL 

AUG. 24 -- BOWIE BAYSOX MILITARY 
HEROES APPRECIATION
Help the Bowie Baysox honor Military Heroes from our region at 
this very special night. The first 1,000 fans ages 18 and up will get a 
Military Heroes Baseball Card Set depicting our region’s nominated 
Military Heroes. After the game, enjoy a military-themed fireworks 
show. For more information and tickets, visit milb.com/bowie.

ADULT BASEBALL
Join the Eastern Baltimore County over-40 baseball league, which 
plays with wood bats on 90-foot diamonds. Players of all skill levels 
are encouraged to visit over40baseball.org or call Mike Lockett at 
410-446-0443.

BABE RUTH MUSEUM
The improved Babe Ruth Birthplace Museum has reopened next to 
Camden Yards. Babe Ruth’s legacy shaped the sports and American 
life we live now. Consider making a tax-deductible donation. Visit 
baberuthmuseum.org/donate or call 410-727-1539, ext. 3012.

  FOOTBALL

SEPT. 7 -- RAVENS COUNTDOWN TO 
KICKOFF PARTY
Third Eye Blind and The Struts will perform at the Ravens 

Countdown to Kickoff Party presented by Miller Lite. The party 

will be at the Maryland State Fairgrounds from 5 to 11 p.m. General 

admission tickets are $15 in advance. Reserved pit tickets are $35. All 

tickets are standing room only. 98 Rock will be broadcasting live at 

the party, and it will feature appearances from Ravens players and 

alumni. Free parking, tailgate games and food trucks will be available. 

For tickets visit, ticketmaster.com/event/150054D48D811D6B.

 GOLF 

AUG. 18 -- THREE CLUB CLASSIC
Participants are only allowed to register three clubs. The use of only 
three clubs forces golfers to be creative and invent shots, especially 
around the greens. This event puts a major emphasis on shot mak-
ing, club selection and making the most out of limited resources. The 
event will be held at the historic Carroll Park Golf Course. Proceeds 
from the Three Club Classic benefit First Tee of Baltimore. For more 
information and to register, visit yootopeagolf.com/3-club-classic/.

SEPT. 24 -- 4TH QUARTER GOLF OUTING
The 4th Quarter will be hosting their fourth annual charitable golf 
outing at Waverly Woods Golf Club in Marriottsville. The 4th Quarter 
teaches leadership skills through football and fitness at the middle 
school level. The on-course event will take place from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
For more information and to register, visit the4thqtr.org/.

 SOCCER/RUGBY/SQUASH

CRAB KICKERS 
Register now for Crab Kickers fall programs. Crab Kickers, powered 
by Mighty Kicks, is a one-of-a-kind soccer program developed to 
provide a dynamic environment where children can develop soccer 
skills, social skills, coordination, confidence and self-esteem built on 
a solid foundation of fun. For more information or to register, visit 
mightykicksbaltimore.com/index.cfm.

SQUASH
SquashWise provides incentives for middle school students to excel 
academically, athletically and socially, as well as the opportunity to 
compete in local and national squash tournaments. No squash experi-
ence is necessary to become a tutor. Visit baltimoresquashwise.org to 
make your tax-deductible donation. To make equipment donations 
and/or become a volunteer tutor, email abbym@baltimoresquashwise.org.

RUGBY
The Baltimore-Chesapeake Rugby Football Club, the region’s only 
Division I men’s rugby club, is looking for experienced players or 
those new to the game. For more information, email baltimorechesa-
peakerugby@gmail.com or visit baltimorerugby.net.

 WALKS/RACES

AUG. 26 -- FAMILY FUN FIELD DAY 5K
Baltimore City Recreation and Parks is proud to announce the 
2018 $5 5K Series. Grab your family, friends, co-workers and fel-
low park enthusiasts to enjoy one of our nine city-wide 5K events 
taking place in Baltimore parks April-December. Enjoy the 
fresh air, community engagement, fitness and fun. All proceeds 
benefit city-wide park programming. For more information, visit  
baltimorecityrecandparks.org.

SEPT. 1 -- UNDER ARMOUR CHARLES 
STREET 12 PRESENTED BY KELLY
Run 12 glorious miles down Baltimore’s historic street for the fifth 
running of the Under Armour Charles Street 12 presented by KELLY. 
The race begins at 7:30 a.m. at The Shops at Kenilworth in Towson. 
For more information or to register, visit charmcityrun.com/calendar/
charlesst12.  

SEPT. 8 -- HAVE MERCY ON OUR SOLES
Join us for Mercy High School’s sixth Annual 5K and Magic Mile 
Family Fun Walk presented by the Alumnae Association. The race 
begins at 8:30 a.m. at Mercy High School. For more information 
or to register, visit charmcityrun.com/calendar/2018/9/8/mercy-high-
schools-5th-annual-5k-and-magic-mile-family-fun-walk.

OCT. 14 -- JWB RESILIENCY 5K 
The John W. Brick Mental Health Foundation invites the 
community to make a difference for mental health and those 
affected by mental illness by participating in its third annual 

signature event. The 2018 JWB Resiliency 5K and Family 
Fun Run will take place at the Maryland State Fairgrounds 
in Timonium. On-site registration begins and the Festival 
Village opens at 7 a.m. To register a team or learn more about 
sponsorship, exhibit and volunteer opportunities, email info@
johnwbrickfoundation.org or call 410-252-8058, ext. 225.

OCT. 27 -- HEATHER L. HURD 5K 
SPOOKTACULAR 
The 10th Annual Heather L. Hurd 5K Spooktacular presented by the 
Kent Schwab Allstate Agency will be held at Harford Community 
College in Bel Air and offers activities for children and adults. On-site 
registration for the 5K takes place in the Susquehanna Center 
Auxiliary Gymnasium from 8-8:45 a.m., with the race starting at 9 
a.m. The race is named in memory of Heather L. Hurd, a Harford 
County native who was killed in 2008 by a distracted tractor-trailer 
driver who was texting. Her parents established the race in 2009 
to raise funds for Remembrance Book Scholarships for deserving 
Harford Community College students and to raise awareness of the 
dangers of distracted driving. For more information and to register, 
visit harford.edu/heather.

 OTHER ACTIVITIES 

SEPT. 15 -- DOGFEST 
Pet lovers, pet owners, kids and pets -- this is the day for you. It’s a 
dog-day extravaganza filled with tons of activities for humans and 
dogs. Play all kinds of games meant for dogs and their families, like 
pup putt, tetherball, hide ‘n seek, ball toss, paw painting, 20-yard 
dash and more. The event is from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Baltimore 
Humane Society (1601 Nicodemus Rd., Reisterstown). For tickets 
and more information, visit dogfest.org.

SEPT. 21 -- FLIP FLOP FESTIVUS
The Life and Breath Foundation invites you to celebrate the last full 
night of summer with spectacular sunset views of the harbor, enter-
tainment and more while supporting a great cause. Its 10th annual 
Flip Flop Festivus takes place from 6:30-11:30 p.m. at the Four Seasons 
Hotel Baltimore in Harbor East. A repeatedly sold out event with 
more than 300 guests, Flip Flop Festivus offers an elegant night on 
the town in a resort casual atmosphere. Past attendees have included 
former professional athletes and media personalities such as Qadry 
Ismail, Brad Jackson, Gheorghe Muresan, Harvey Grant, Matt Stover 
and Michael McCrary. For tickets, sponsorship or volunteer informa-
tion, visit lifeandbreath.org or call 1-866-4SUPPRT or 410-750-8808.

HOMESCHOOL SPORTS
Baltimore-area homeschooled boys and girls in grades six-12 inter-
ested in playing interscholastic sports -- such as soccer, volleyball 
and baseball -- can register for the upcoming school season. For more 
information or to register, email chensports@verizon.net.

MARYLAND OFFICIALS CLUB
Interested in becoming a high school swimming official in the 
Baltimore-Anne Arundel area? Experience as a competitive swim-
mer or coach at the high school, college or masters level -- or prior 
experience officiating -- is strongly preferred. Email mdcommish@
comcast.net or call Mike Connors at 410-653-7307.

DUCKPIN BOWLING 
There are openings for youth duckpin-bowling leagues for ages 3-21 at 
various duckpin centers in Baltimore. Most programs run Saturday 
mornings and include bowling, shoe rental and coaching. For more 
information, visit ndya.org, call Stacy Karten at 410-356-0936 or “like” 
duckpin bowling at facebook.com/theduckpinnews.

OFFICIALS WANTED
Do you love roller derby? Do you love whistles? Do you love stats? 
Then you may be ready to join the ranks of the Charm City Roller 
Girls’ officiating crew, which is looking for skating and non-skating 
officials of all skill levels. No experience necessary. For more informa-
tion, email referees@charmcityrollergirls.com. 

 COMMUNITY BEAT
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They said it onThey said it on

They said it onThey said it on

“I was really starting to feel like I was 
part of the Dodger family. I was getting 
to know all of the coaches, the coordina-
tors, making a lot of lifelong friends, that 
kind of thing. That’s why it was so sad 
to be leaving there. But obviously it’s all 
about the opportunity. That’s why I was 
so excited to hear that I got traded, just 
coming over here and getting the oppor-
tunity to potentially be in the big leagues 

that much sooner. That’s kind of what it’s all about.” 

--Orioles infield prospect Rylan Bannon July 27 on coming to the Orioles’ organiza-
tion in the Manny Machado trade

“I think [Yusniel Diaz] has a chance to 
be an above-average major leaguer 
and from there, you’re sort of splitting 
hairs. He’s at Double-A and he’s only 
21. Anyone who watched the Futures 
Game saw what he could do on the 
big stage, he homered twice. ... Yeah, 
that’s just one game, but I think it shows 
his ability to rise to the occasion against 
really, really good competition. He’s re-
ally good. He’s got really good tools across the board. At the very 
least, they’re average to a tick above. If it all clicks, maybe he’s got 
plus tools across the board.” 

--MLB Network/MLBPipeline.com prospects expert Jonathan Mayo July 25 on Ori-
oles outfield prospect Yusniel Diaz, acquired in the Machado trade

“Luis Ortiz, he’s interesting. He’s a 
guy who used to be on our Top 100 
prospects list. He’s got a mid-90s 
fastball and a sharp slider. You can 
look at him and maybe see a No. 3 
starter. He does have a track record 
of nagging injuries, [but] I like him 
some.” 

--MLB Network/MLBPipeline.com prospects 
expert Jim Callis Aug. 1 on Orioles right-
handed pitching prospect Luis Ortiz, acquired in the Jonathan Schoop trade

“It would be a lot of fun to get out 
there and to hang a loss on the Yan-
kees while they’re in the playoff hunt. 
It would mean a lot and it would be a 
lot of fun.” 

--Newly acquired Orioles left-handed pitching 
prospect Josh Rogers July 31 on his interest in get-
ting the chance to spoil his former club’s playoff 
hopes

“[I’m] very grateful to be able to 
say I’m the first to do something 
positive, being the first Israeli to 
sign a pro contract. My goal after 
baseball and throughout my career 
is to make some kind of impact on 
the Jewish community, on the Israe-
li community, to say, ‘It’s possible.’ 
Just try to have fun and lead the 
way.”

--Newly acquired Orioles right-handed pitching prospect Dean Kremer July 31 on 
the attention that comes with being the first Israeli to have signed with an MLB 
organization

Listen to Glenn Clark Radio live from
10 a.m.-noon 

Monday-Friday
GlennClarkRadio.com

They said it onThey said it on
w

il
li

a
m

 v
a

u
g

h
a

n
/b

o
w

ie
 b

a
y

so
x

Rylan Bannon

sc
o

t
t

 s
e

a
r

s/
n

o
r

fo
lk

 t
id

e
s

Luis Ortiz

w
il

li
a

m
 v

a
u

g
h

a
n

/b
o

w
ie

 b
a

y
so

x

Dean Kremer

w
il

li
a

m
 v

a
u

g
h

a
n

/b
o

w
ie

 b
a

y
so

x

Yusniel Diaz

sc
o

t
t

 s
e

a
r

s/
n

o
r

fo
lk

 t
id

e
s

Josh Rogers



he story has captivated Baltimore sports 
fans throughout the year. 

The St. Frances Academy football team 
was awarded the Maryland Interscholas-
tic Athletic Association A Conference title 
-- which in fairness, the Panthers almost 
certainly would have won anyway -- before 

the season ever began. The Panthers’ conference opponents 
chose to not play them any longer, so the league gave St. Fran-
ces the crown for the year as the team transitions toward play-
ing more of a national schedule and trying to win a national 
championship. 

The situation at St. Frances, which is in East Baltimore, 
has captured the attention of the entire area, which is particu-
larly interesting considering so few of us have anything at all 
to do with the school. It’s just that there are so many elements 
to this. Are the other MIAA schools really concerned about 
“player safety?” Or are they simply tired of getting their butts 
kicked? 

Is the player safety issue truly different now than when St. 
Frances co-head coach Biff Poggi had similar dominant suc-
cess a few years ago at Gilman? Opponents didn’t refuse to 
play the Greyhounds then. But is it possible we’ve just got-

ten smarter about football safety as a society? If we knew then 
what we know now, perhaps opponents would’ve taken the 
same actions?

School officials for St. Frances, which serves a predomi-
nately African-American student population, have said com-
plaints about the football program are tinged with racism.

Just about every argument that has been presented has 
been at least somewhat believable. It has been difficult to 
take anyone’s “side” in all of this -- unless of course you have 
a vested interest in one of the concerned parties -- because 
the truth appears to be some combination of all of the known 
elements. 

It’s also fascinating because at the center of it is a man who 
is one of our city’s most compelling sports figures ever.

Poggi was profiled in an ESPN “E:60” episode Aug. 5. The 
segment seemed to present the coach as a nearly heroic fig-
ure, an argument that is similarly made by many who know 
him and have played for him. 

But how exactly should we view Poggi? Poggi is far from 
the typical high school football coach getting by on a teacher’s 
salary.

He is an enormously successful investment fund manager 
and has reportedly spent millions of dollars of his own money 
to build the St. Frances program.

In the process, he’s bettered the lives of a number of lo-
cal kids who might otherwise have been in more dire straits. 

But his charity has also served the cause of winning football 
games.

“We’re not going to apologize for winning football games 
and championships,” Poggi said during the “E:60” special. Nor 
should he apologize.

But National Christian Academy coach Andre Kates -- 
briefly a Baltimore Ravens cornerback in 2013 -- has accused 
Poggi’s staff of trying to “steal” players. He tweeted Aug. 5 that 
St. Frances had “reached out to four of our players who all 
have major 1A offers.” National Christian Academy is a pri-
vate school in Ft. Washington, Md., in Prince George’s County.

In a follow-up interview with PressBox, Kates said the 
number of players St. Frances coaches had attempted to 
poach was actually five. If that’s true, should St. Frances apol-
ogize for that? Or is that just standard operating procedure in 
high-level high school football?

Poggi did not respond to interview requests for this 
column.

According to Kates, attempting to poach players is com-
mon for highly competitive national high school football pro-
grams. Kates, however, said no other MIAA school had ever 
attempted to poach a player from his program and that his 
own program has never attempted to poach a player either. 

With St. Frances seemingly attempting to claim a moral 
high ground in its public fight with other MIAA schools, how 
do we judge the lengths those connected to the program are 
willing to go in the name of winning football games? 

When it comes to Poggi, I’m personally inclined to not nec-
essarily consider him a sort of saint, but instead to think of 
him as a football coach who has done some very good things in 
the pursuit of winning football games. That’s admirable in and 
of itself. And many former players have said he’s also been a 
very positive figure in their lives. Every coach (Kates included) 
is trying to win football games. Poggi has greater economic 
means by which to do so, and those means have helped ben-
efit kids in the process. 

And in the end, it just might be best that the Panthers are 
pushing forward and setting their sights on goals bigger than 
what can be attained in the MIAA. •

@PRESSBOXONLINE  |  PRESSBOXSPORTS  |    |  AUGUST 2018  |  33

 THE REALITY CHECK

  Glenn Clark

In Light Of St. Frances Conundrum, 
How Should We View Biff Poggi?

T
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THE POP CULTURE AUCTION HOUSE

HAKES.COM
SPORTS MEMORABILIA

& MUCH MORE
OFFERED IN OUR PREMIER

AUCTION EVENTS

CONSIGN
TODAY!

P.O.Box 12001
York, PA 17402
(866) 404-9800

 DIAMOND COMIC PRESENTS:  

RICIG’S WORLD OF SPORTS



bLUe Pit bbQ & WHisKey bAR 
1601 UNioN ave, baltimore  •  443-948-5590  •  blUepitbbQ.com 

“best oUtdoor driNKiNG” – BEST OF BALTIMORE, 2014 

bALtiMoRe is FoR cRAbs.
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OFFICIAL CAR OF THE 
BALTIMORE RAVENS

1DRIVERS SHOULD ALWAYS BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR OWN SAFE DRIVING. PLEASE ALWAYS PAY ATTENTION TO YOUR SURROUNDINGS AND DRIVE SAFELY. DEPENDING ON THE CONDITIONS OF 
ROADS, VEHICLES, WEATHER, ETC., THE SYSTEM(S) MAY NOT WORK AS INTENDED. SEE OWNER’S MANUAL FOR DETAILS. THE TSS PRE-COLLISION SYSTEM IS DESIGNED TO HELP AVOID OR REDUCE 
THE CRASH SPEED AND DAMAGE IN CERTAIN FRONTAL COLLISIONS ONLY. IT NOT A SUBSTITUTE FOR SAFE AND ATTENTIVE DRIVING. SYSTEM EFFECTIVENESS DEPENDS ON MANY FACTORS, SUCH 
AS SPEED, DRIVER INPUT AND ROAD CONDITIONS. DYNAMIC RADAR CRUISE CONTROL IS DESIGNED TO ASSIST THE DRIVER AND IS NOT A SUBSTITUTE FOR SAFE AND ATTENTIVE DRIVING PRACTICES. 
SYSTEM EFFECTIVENESS DEPENDS ON MANY FACTORS, SUCH AS WEATHER, TRAFFIC AND ROAD CONDITIONS. LANE DEPARTURE ALERT WITH STEERING ASSIST IS DESIGNED TO READ LANE MARKERS 
UNDER CERTAIN CONDITIONS. IT PROVIDES A VISUAL AND AUDIBLE ALERT AND SLIGHT STEERING FORCE WHEN LANE DEPARTURE IS DETECTED. IT IS NOT A COLLISION-AVOIDANCE SYSTEM OR A 
SUBSTITUTE FOR SAFE AND ATTENTIVE DRIVING. EFFECTIVENESS DEPENDS ON MANY FACTORS. AUTOMATIC HIGH BEAMS OPERATE AT SPEEDS ABOVE 25 MPH. FACTORS SUCH AS DIRTY WINDSHIELD, 
WEATHER, LIGHTING & TERRAIN LIMIT EFFECTIVENESS REQUIRING DRIVER TO MANUALLY OPERATE THE HIGH BEAMS. SEE OWNER’S MANUAL FOR ALL TSS DETAILS.

It’s got your back. And sides. And front.
Camry’s standard Toyota Safety Sense™ P (TSS-P)1 is an active 
safety package that combines Pre-Collision System with 
Pedestrian Detection (PCS w/PD), Lane Departure Alert with  
Steering Assist (LDA w/SA), Automatic High Beams (AHB) and 
Dynamic Radar Cruise Control (DRCC) to assist you. TSS-P’s  
comprehensive features create in-the-moment safety designed 
to help keep you safe under certain circumstances.


