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In today’s NFL, the jump from Year 
One to Year Two is crucial for a 
quarterback and the franchise. What 
will 2019 bring for Lamar Jackson 
and the Ravens? 

BY BILL ORDINE | PAGE 16
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OFF AND RUNNING
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he Orioles will finish the 
2019 season, the first 
chapter of the club’s to-
tal rebuild under general 
manager Mike Elias, in 
the cellar of the American 
League East.

While attendance has 
dramatically declined, the Orioles know fans 
will return to Camden Yards if the end result 
of this painful era of Orioles baseball is a sus-
tainable, contending team that can compete 
year in and year out for an 8-10 year cycle.

On the field, there have been some nice 
pickups by the new management team. The 
fact that the minor-league cupboard wasn’t 
barren was a huge jumpstart. Better drafting 
and development and an entry into the inter-
national scouting game got the organization 
off to a nice start in Year One of the rebuild.

STARTING PITCHERS
John Means and Dylan Bundy should 

be back at or near the top of the rotation. 
Means’ return to form in mid-August was 
vitally important. He is a piece. Bundy has 
lost a lot of the luster from when he was the 
No. 4 overall pick of the 2011 MLB Draft. 
Tommy John surgery and other injuries 
have robbed him of the high-octane stuff he 
showed as an amateur.

Alex Cobb is still under contract for two 
more seasons, and the club simply has to 
keep its fingers crossed that he can be-
come a part of this rebuild by being 
healthy enough to chip in and recali-
brate his trade value.

At times, Asher Wojciechowski, 

Aaron Brooks and Ty Blach have looked like 
they could be future contributors. But while 
they’ll be welcome to compete next spring in 
Sarasota, Fla., the bar, even during this re-
build, needs to be significantly higher.

I see no starting pitchers ready to make 
the jump from Triple-A or Double-A. They all 
need more development.

RELIEF PITCHERS
Considering what the Atlanta Braves gave 

up for 33-year-old reliever Chris Martin (they 
dealt former first-round pick Kolby Allard 
to the Texas Rangers), the unluckiest thing 
to happen to the Orioles this year was how 
poorly Mychal Givens started the season. A 
22-year-old lefty like Allard would have been a 
perfect fit in orange and black.

The club will hope they can eventually get 
true value for Givens. Otherwise, he should 
be back next season as part of a ’pen that 
could quickly go from very bad to pretty 
darned good.

Dillon Tate and Hunter Harvey are two 
big reasons for optimism in this area. Both 
were more or less failed minor-league starters 
with very good stuff. Miscast or not, they now 
seem like serious pieces in the rebuild of the 
bullpen.

Tanner Scott and Miguel Castro both 
have electric arms, and since those don’t grow 
on trees, they should be around. Paul Fry and 
Richard Bleier have a chance to come back 
and contribute as well.

CATCHERS
Neither Pedro Severino nor Chance 

Sisco will ever compete for a Gold Glove 
Award, but the club probably can’t do too 
much better now. Severino looks like he has 

a bat that can play a bit in the big leagues, 
but Sisco will end 2019 as much suspect as 
prospect. His clock is ticking. 

INFIELDERS
The biggest complications are first base 

and shortstop. I can’t see either Chris Davis 
or Richie Martin back on this roster to start 
the 2020 season. Martin will be freed from the 
Rule 5 restrictions. He should go down to Tri-
ple-A and develop. It might even be prudent 
for him to go down to Double-A Bowie for 4-6 
weeks to get him off to a really big start before 
promoting him to Norfolk. His glove plays; 
the questions are all about offense. 

The club owes Chris Davis a ton of mon-
ey with three long seasons remaining on his 
contract. That’s now a sunk cost. I hate to be 
cold-blooded about it, but he is blocking the 
path of the player who should be the club’s 
everyday first baseman: Trey Mancini. 

Jonathan Villar is an impact player, and if 
he comes back, he probably should be the ev-
eryday shortstop. He’ll cost $7 million or more 
in his final year of arbitration. I think the club 
could try to package him and Givens to pick 
up a solid prospect, perhaps along with a 17- 
or 18-year-old international lottery ticket. 

Hanser Alberto looks like the everyday 
second baseman to me. Rio Ruiz had trouble 
producing hard contact early on, but he’s hit 
for more power since a brief stint in the mi-
nors. Since I see nobody else ready to take 
over at third base, Ruiz will probably be back 
for another season.

DESIGNATED HITTER
In a perfect world, the club could move 

Renato Nunez from DH to third base, but 
the world isn’t perfect and what really plays is 
Nunez’s bat. He’ll see some occasional time at 
first base and third base again to get another 
bat in the lineup. The DH spot could also be 
where Ryan Mountcastle, who spent 2019 in 
Norfolk, gets many of his first major-league 
at-bats come June 2020.

OUTFIELDERS
Anthony Santander may go down as the 

best move of Dan Duquette’s tenure. But be-
fore we anoint Santander a solid 12-year con-
tributor, we need to see him duplicate his 2019 
numbers and prove he can be counted on. 
But he sure looks good. He’s probably better 
in left, but I’d pencil him into right field.

Center field is a problem. They can’t play 
Stevie Wilkerson more than a handful of 
games out there. While he is a good athlete, he 
just doesn’t understand the nuances the posi-
tion calls for. Sadly, Cedric Mullins was badly 
damaged by his early-season struggles and 
now is a total suspect. This is one spot I could 
see the Orioles trying to pick up a proven de-
fender in free agency.

Since 2020 is going to be a second season 
of taking inventory and waiting for the young 
pitching cavalry to arrive, I think D.J. Stewart 
probably deserves another shot. Mountcas-
tle will get his feet wet as a corner outfielder 
when his bat fully says it is R-E-A-D-Y for the 
big leagues. •
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Sifting Through The Good 
From Orioles’ 2019 Season
  Stan “The Fan” Charles
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ohn McNamara needed an assist. And his 
devoted wife, Andrea Chamblee, was there 
to provide it for him.

When legendary high school basketball 
coach Bob Dwyer of Archbishop Carroll 
High School in Washington, D.C., passed 
away in 2007, McNamara expressed regret 
that he had never interviewed him.

The longtime sports writer for The Capital newspaper in 
Annapolis, Md., had been chronicling the lives and careers of 
basketball players in Maryland and D.C. for almost 30 years at 
the time of Dwyer’s passing.

Chamblee loved sports, too, and covered them for a small 
community paper. She studied journalism at the University of 
Maryland, where she met McNamara as a fellow student be-
fore establishing her career in consumer health law. They mar-
ried in 1985 and spent 33 years together before McNamara was 
killed June 27, 2018 in the newsroom of the Annapolis newspa-
per at the age of 56.

Chamblee would often accompany McNamara to his as-
signments for The Capital and help him compile stats or re-
trieve quotes.

“I don’t know if anyone knew that I wasn’t officially there 
for the newspaper,” Chamblee said. “But I acted like I was.”

After gently chiding McNamara for never reaching out to 
Dwyer, she encouraged him to tell the stories of other local 
basketball titans before they were gone, too.

“These people that achieved so much, they don’t want to 
talk to me and spend all of this time just rehashing the glory 
days,” Chamblee recalled McNamara telling her.

Chamblee shot back, “Of course, they do! Everyone 
loves to rehash the glory days. A lot of these great contrib-
utors are in their 80s. If you don’t tell their stories, maybe 

no one ever will.”
The conversation gave McNamara the push he needed to 

start “The Capital of Basketball,” a forthcoming book under 
his byline that documents and celebrates the rich history of 
D.C. basketball.

McNamara never got the chance to finish the project. But 
his wife was determined to make it happen, partnering with 
one of McNamara’s former co-authors and longtime D.C. 
sports writer David Elfin to complete the book. The foreword 
was written by former Maryland men’s basketball coach Gary 
Williams, who McNamara had covered and with whom he had 
enjoyed a longstanding relationship.

Elfin said he only had to conduct two fresh interviews to 
complete the work. The bigger chore was identifying everyone 
in the stack of 178 captionless photos he left behind.

“I had to go back to the library and look at every yearbook 
to match up pictures,” Chamblee said. “If I could only ask John 
who they were. I missed him at every stage in this process.”

The process of finishing the book took about 10 months. It 
will be released by Georgetown University Press at the start 
of November.

“[John] deserved to have the book finished. The people 
that helped him and contributed deserved to have the book 
finished,” Chamblee said. “I wasn’t going to take no for an an-
swer. I was going to finish it.”

Among those featured are Hall of Famers Elgin Baylor, 
Dave Bing and E.B. Henderson, the first African American 
certified to teach physical education in a U.S. public school 
and an instrumental figure in bringing the game of basketball 
to the nation’s capital.

Baylor and Bing, recognized by the NBA as two of the 50 
greatest players ever, played at Spingarn High School in D.C. 
No other high school in the country ever produced two basket-

ball players of that stature.
“John thought of the title for the book pretty early on,” 

Chamblee said. “He always told me the D.C. area has more 
Hall of Famers and NBA players than any other city in the 
world.”

There are pages devoted to Earl Lloyd, the first African 
American to play in the NBA, and legendary DeMatha Catho-
lic High School coach Morgan Wootten, who connected McNa-
mara with many of his subjects and was instrumental in the 
completion of the book.

“There were three boxes of files under his desk that started 
in 1900,” Chamblee said. “There was a file for each year and for 
each school. He would go to the library and look at [microfilm] 
for the games he hadn’t seen. Of course, there were a number 
of games and players he had seen as well.”

At the time of his death, McNamara had conducted more 
than 150 interviews and left behind a thorough outline of the 
book. So, it was not that difficult for Chamblee and Elfin to 
pick up where he had left it. 

“I could tell what he wanted to say and what he thought 
was important,” Chamblee said. “It just needed full sen-
tences.”

Elfin, who covered D.C. sports for The Washington Times 
for 23 years, was a natural choice to finish writing the book. 
He had met McNamara when they were working part-time for 
The Washington Post right out of college.

In the summer of 2001, Eflin and McNamara co-authored 
“Cole Classics!” The book recounted great players, coaches 
and games in men’s basketball history at the University of 
Maryland. The timing of the book coincided with the closing 
of Cole Field House as the Terrapins’ home basketball arena 
in March 2002.

Elfin and McNamara had blended their voices and their 
styles so seamlessly in that project that it was difficult to tell 
who wrote what sections.

“I had known John a long time. He and Andrea came to my 
wedding. It seemed like a pretty natural choice for me to finish 
[‘The Capital of Basketball’],” Elfin said. “I thought it was a 
pretty nice way to honor my friend’s memory.”

"The Capital of Basketball" can be pre-ordered at  
press.georgetown.edu/book/georgetown/capital-basketball.

-- Greg Swatek

 FRONT ROW

Andrea Chamblee, David Elfin 
Help Complete John McNamara’s 
‘Capital Of Basketball’
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La Nueva Aims To 
Connect Local Spanish-
Speaking Community 
With Ravens

During a Baltimore Ravens game broadcast on La Nueva 
87.7 FM, play-by-play announcer David Andrade and color 
commentator Gustavo Salazar communicate football termi-
nology to their audience in Spanish and English, narrating the 
game in a clear way while educating listeners who may be new 
to the sport.

But Andrade and Salazar have one exception: touch-
down, a term so synonymous with football that it doesn’t 
have to be replaced or duplicated. Andrade explained he 
becomes more and more enthusiastic as the Ravens march 
toward an opponent’s end zone, much like soccer broad-
casters who become more animated as a player streaks to-
ward the net with the ball.

And then when the Ravens punch it in?
“If you’re close to the end zone, I get all my excitement in 

so that when there’s a touchdown, I sing it like it’s freakin’ soc-
cer,” said Andrade, who was a soccer color commentator in 
Ecuador before moving to the United States in 2003. “That’s 
the part that people like because it’s excitement. People when 
listening on the radio, they’re like, ‘Oh my God, I can just listen 
to you guys all day because it’s very exciting.’ So that’s the part 
that we’re doing very differently.”

One touchdown at a time, Andrade, Salazar and do-it-all 
dynamo Ximena Lugo-Latorre are aiming to connect the lo-
cal Spanish-speaking community to the Ravens throughout 
the 2019 season with La Nueva, the team’s new official Span-
ish broadcast partner. All three are radio veterans who have 
worked on football broadcasts in the past.

Lugo-Latorre assists with the production of the broadcast 
and reports from the sideline, locker room and news confer-
ences. With her help, the broadcast team can connect its audi-
ence not just to the game, but to the players themselves.

Lugo-Latorre had tight end Mark Andrews read a La Nue-
va promo aloud in Spanish, a task Lugo-Latorre said Andrews 
executed “perfectly.” She also interviewed linebacker Matthew 
Judon after the Ravens’ preseason game against the Green 
Bay Packers Aug. 15, which just so happened to be Judon’s 
27th birthday.

“I interviewed him in the locker room and I said to him 
in Spanish, ‘Happy birthday, feliz cumpleaños!’ And he was 
excited,” Lugo-Latorre said. “He was saying, ‘Thank you,’ in 
Spanish. He was saying, ‘Gracias.’ I really like how the players 
are very inclusive with the Spanish speakers, with the Spanish 
community.”

The partnership is the brainchild of Andrade and La Nueva 

co-owner Julio Arquinio. Andrade was the play-by-play broad-
caster for Ravens games on Radio La Jefa 700 AM in 2018, the 
first season the Ravens had a Spanish-speaking broadcast 
partner. But with Radio La Jefa not broadcasting the games 
in 2019, Andrade sought out a new home to call Ravens games.

Silver Spring, Md.-based La Nueva, which launched in 
2009, had broadcasted D.C. United games in the past. An-
drade reached out to Arquinio about the station potentially 
broadcasting Ravens games, and the two men had productive 
conversations with the team about a partnership. La Nueva 
agreed to a three-year deal with the Ravens this summer.

“I think this year is going to be like a test and then the fol-
lowing years to come, we’ll definitely have more time to pitch 
to clients and get more money out of there,” Arquinio said, 
referring to potential sponsorships. “We’ll see how it works 
out. We’re confident that this is a good partnership for both 
of us.”

“We consistently seek opportunities to grow our fan base 
and further connect with Ravens fans,” Ravens executive vice 
president of public and community relations Kevin Byrne 
said. “The partnership with WDCN La Nueva 87.7 FM helps 
strengthen our bond with Hispanic and Latino fans, all while 
generating new excitement among prospective Ravens sup-
porters throughout the Mid-Atlantic area.”

La Nueva will broadcast every game, including playoff 
contests. A playoff run would be nothing new to Salazar, who 
had been doing color commentary for Philadelphia Eagles 
games since 2013. He called the Eagles’ victory against the 
New England Patriots in Super Bowl LII for La Mega 105.7 
FM, an experience he called a “dream come true.” He com-
muted to Philadelphia from the Washington, D.C., area for 
every home game.

But Salazar had long kept an eye on the Ravens. The Mary-
land native has been a football fan since the mid-1980s and at-
tended his first game at M&T Bank Stadium in 1998, the year 
the stadium opened. He loved watching Ravens legends Ray 
Lewis and Ed Reed and drew inspiration from Lewis, whose 
motivational speeches are well known. 

Salazar has worked on La Nueva’s morning show since 
2012, which made for a smooth transition when he decided to 
leave the Eagles. 

“When I announced and told everyone I’m doing the Ra-
vens, it was just like everybody was 100 percent behind me on 
this,” Salazar said. “The exchange to them is that I’m going 
to teach them football because a lot of them don’t really know 
football. But the way that I broadcast the games, it’s kind of 
like a tutorial.”

Salazar brought along Lugo-Latorre, who produced La 
Mega’s Eagles broadcasts in 2018, to round out La Nueva’s Ra-
vens team. Lugo-Lattore loves the response she’s gotten from 
listeners so far.

“People are really enjoying and engaging,” she said. 
“They’re feeling like, for the first time, they have a station that 
is talking the language that they speak and they have the 
team that they love -- the Ravens.”

-- Luke Jackson

For Baltimore's 
Ben Levin, Fighting 
In Octagon A Link To 
Great-Grandfather

As a young boy in East Baltimore, Phillip Levin got to know 
his grandfather, Benny Levin. Sometimes Benny, a cab driver 
who could barely make ends meet, would give his grandson a 
cigar band or a pull tab and tell him it was a ring.

“Stop giving him trash,” Phillip recalled his grandmother 
telling her husband. “He’s going to cut his finger.”

Benny Levin, who came from a large Jewish family, also 
told his grandson stories about his life as a boxer.

“He was the best of the worst,” Phillip Levin said. “He 
boxed on Exeter Street near the main post office. It was the 
Jew vs. the Italian. The Jew vs. the Irish guy. West side vs. 
east side. Everyone followed their ethnic group. The Jews 

were always the underdogs. Max Baer was a hero back then 
in Jewish Baltimore. It was entertainment -- not everyone 
wanted to go to Yiddish theatre.”

Benny came from a big family and did menial jobs. He took 
his share of lumps in the ring.

“He wasn’t the sharpest,” Phillip said. “And I never said he 
was any good. He just did it.”

Phillip Levin wrestled in high school, became an attorney 
and started a family of his own. He named his son Benjamin 
after Benny. 

“Ben was crushing a Wiffle ball at 18 months,” Phillip said. 
“He wanted to box and I told him no.”

Phillip taught his son to wrestle and became his coach. 
“He was a punishing wrestler,” Phillip said. “Aggressive. He 

hated being on his back.”
Ben wrestled at McDonogh and won a state title.
“I ran off the mat and gave my dad a hug and cried in his 

arms,” said Ben, who turns 30 in November. “It was the mo-
ment where all the weight cutting together growing up and 
all the early morning drives to Pennsylvania, New Jersey and 
Ohio paid off.”

Ben wrestled at Navy until a shoulder injury he suffered 
during his junior year ended his career. He left the Naval Acad-
emy in 2012 and took a job at Petco. It was there that a cus-
tomer invited him to a gym in Eldersburg, Md., called Shad-
dock MMA Fitness. 

“I figured there was no time like the present to learn 
mixed martial arts,” Ben said. “I was working at Petco, 
coaching wrestling at McDonogh, going to school full time 
and training.”

Now Ben, who lives in Canton, has two bachelor degrees 
and is finishing his project management certificate. He works 
as a medical device salesman. His first MMA fight was a learn-
ing experience. It took place at Harrington Raceway & Casino 
in Delaware in 2013.

“I was knocked out in 42 seconds,” he said. “It showed me 
that wrestling isn’t the dominant force in MMA.” 

That didn’t stop him. As he says, the tenacity to get to the 
next level translates deeply within him. His great-grandfather 
is also on his mind. 

“I never knew the guy, but he has always crept up in con-
versation about me,” Ben said. “He wasn’t good with money 
and I’m not the most frugal of the crop. There’s definitely 
some sort of lineage working through me in his name. This 
winter I bought a trilby hat to wear with an overcoat. Appar-
ently, he wore one too.”

As for now, Ben is having fun with boxing and MMA; he 
is 2-3 as an amateur MMA fighter. He said he is drawn to the 
physicality of combat competition. 

“I just find that primal aspect of the sport invigorating and 
it gives me a lot of joy,” Ben said. “I will fight until I can’t fight 
anymore.”

-- Dean Smith
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Brisket-Short Rib 
Burger Blend

Available for a limited time and at participating locations.

Short Rib  
Grilled Cheese

GLORYDAYSGRILL.COM

Celebrate 

Slam Dunk Pretzels 
Cheddar Ale Soup 
Prussian Pretzel Rolls 

Brewer’s Sausage  
Sandwich 
Impossible Burger 

Oktoberfest Brewer’s  
Platter 
Funnel Cake Fries

Bavarian Style

$5 OFF $25
WITH THIS COUPON. VALID AT ANY MARYLAND LOCATION 
FOR DINE IN OR TO GO. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER 
OFFERS, DISCOUNTS OR PROMOTIONS. ONE COUPON 
PER TABLE, PLEASE. EXPIRES 12/31/19.               G002

inclair Broadcast Group 
Inc. CEO Chris Ripley 
sees numerous advan-
tages for Sinclair with 
its newly acquired port-
folio of regional sports 
networks. At the top of 

the list: sports betting.
One of the first things Sinclair is do-

ing after closing its $9.6 billion deal for 21 
Fox regional sports networks is forming 
a task force to come up with ideas about 
sports betting. Specifically, Ripley said 
Sinclair sees benefits in three areas: en-
gagement, advertising and in-game bet-
ting possibilities.

Hunt Valley, Md.-based Sinclair ac-
quired the networks from the Walt Dis-
ney Co. Aug. 23 after receiving approval 
from the U.S. Department of Justice.

States across the U.S. are beginning 

to legalize sports betting after a Supreme 
Court ruling last year struck down a fed-
eral law that had effectively banned such 
gambling in most jurisdictions. Now 
Sinclair, the owner of a group of chan-
nels that has exclusive local rights to 42 
professional sports teams, wants to take 
advantage of what it predicts will be a $5 
billion sports betting market by 2025.

“We’re highlighting it because it will 
be the most impactful thing over the 

next decade,” Ripley said.
Sports betting will be key to attract-

ing younger viewers who have grown up 
with video games because it makes the 
experience of watching a game more 
interactive, Ripley said. The regional 
sports networks have about 74 million 
subscribers, according to Sinclair.

“It adds skin in the game,” Ripley 
said. “When people have skin in the game 
they engage more and watch more.”

Sinclair projects the sports betting 
industry will be spending $1.3 billion an-
nually by 2025 for media, including $1 bil-
lion per year for advertising. Even before 
acquiring the sports networks, Ripley 
was bullish about Sinclair’s opportuni-
ties to increase TV ad revenue.

“It’s a huge new ad category,” Ripley 
said. “There’s a focus on inventory and 
ours is the prime place for sports bet-
ting outfits. Anytime you’ve got a new 
category it puts more pressure on exist-
ing inventory and impacts rate we can 
charge.” •

 SPORTS BUSINESS

Sinclair’s Acquisition Of Regional Sports 
Networks Brings New Opportunities
  Holden Wilen 
  Baltimore Business Journal

S
SINCLAIR, THE OWNER OF A GROUP OF 

CHANNELS THAT HAS EXCLUSIVE LOCAL 

RIGHTS TO 42 PROFESSIONAL SPORTS TEAMS, 

WANTS TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF WHAT IT 

PREDICTS WILL BE A $5 BILLION SPORTS 

BETTING MARKET BY 2025.
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10 Questions With
Ravens Tight End Nick Boyle
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Nick Boyle

By Bo Smolka

What’s your favorite guilty food?
Boston Kreme donuts from Dunkin’ Donuts

What’s a bucket-list place you’d like to visit that you’ve never 
been to? 
That’s hard. I hate traveling. I don’t have one. I like being home.

If you weren’t in the NFL, what job would you have?
I joke around that I’d be a zookeeper.

Why a zookeeper? 
I like animals. I think it would be cool to be with exotic animals. 
That would be fun.

Do you have any pets? 
Yes, two dogs. Mollie and Cooper. They’re just mutts. We adopted 
them.

What was your favorite sports team growing up? 
I didn’t really have one. I was more into skateboarding and riding 
dirt bikes. I played sports but I never followed them. I was always 

into sports, but watching ESPN and stuff wasn’t really my thing.

Who was your favorite athlete growing up?
Tony Hawk. He was cool.

What’s your favorite road city?
I thought Denver was cool. Pittsburgh is good, just because of 
the mindset you get when you go to Pittsburgh. Pretty good 

restaurants, too.

Is there a TV show you binge-watch?
I don’t really watch TV shows. My wife [Kristina] watches “Law 
& Order: SVU” all the time. Every time I go home SVU is on. If 

there’s a show I watch the most, it’s SVU, just because she always has it on.

What’s your favorite thing about Baltimore?
The people on the team. It’s a really close group. I can go up to 
anyone and have a normal conversation with them and I don’t 

know if that’s a thing [elsewhere] in the NFL, but here it’s really enjoyable.
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avens quarterback La-
mar Jackson dropped 
back a couple of steps 
and lofted a pass 15 
yards down the middle 
and into the end zone. 
With Jacksonville Jag-

uars linebacker Myles Jack in tight cov-
erage, Ravens tight end Mark Andrews 
soared above Jack and, fully extended, 
hauled in the catch before falling to the 
ground, rolling over and throwing his 
hands upward in a touchdown gesture.

That catch by Andrews during an Au-
gust joint practice was one of the high-
lights of Ravens training camp and was 
also fitting in many ways. The play illus-
trated the strides Jackson has made as 
a passer during the past year and also 
showed why Andrews is a trendy national 
pick to be a breakout star this season.

Andrews, the second-year tight end 
from Oklahoma, was the Ravens’ most 
consistent offensive player throughout 
training camp, building on what was an im-
pressive rookie season in 2018. He finished 
last season with 34 catches for 552 yards -- 
a Ravens rookie-tight-end record and the 
most by any rookie tight end in the league 

last year -- and three touchdowns. 
Andrews was involved in two of the 

Ravens’ three longest plays from scrim-
mage last season: a 74-yard catch-and-
run from Jackson against the Oakland 
Raiders and a 68-yard touchdown pass 
from Jackson against the Los Angeles 
Chargers. 

As they showed on those plays, and 
again throughout the summer on the 
Owings Mills, Md., practice fields, Jack-
son and Andrews have a chemistry that 
began “last year, almost immediately,” 
Andrews said. “Coming in together, we 
repped a lot, especially in training camp 
last year, so we’ve had a lot of time to-
gether to formulate that.

“How he sees the game, how I run 
routes, how I see the game,” Andrews 
added, is “eerily similar.”

Ravens tackle Orlando Brown Jr., 
who played with Andrews at Oklahoma 
and watched Andrews catch passes 
from another Heisman winner in former 
Sooners star Baker Mayfield, said it’s no 
surprise Andrews and Jackson hit it off 
right away.

“He’s really good at working with the 
quarterback that he has,” Brown said. 
“He’s going to figure out how he likes to 
throw the ball, what routes he likes, how 

he likes the routes run, and he goes from 
there.”

S E C O N D  T I G H T  E N D 
S E L E C T E D

Given Andrews’ success last year, it’s 
easy to forget he wasn’t a top draft pick 
and wasn’t even the first tight end drafted 
by the Ravens last season. 

The Ravens selected Hayden Hurst 
with their first pick last year at No. 25 over-
all, then traded back into the first round 
to select Jackson. Late on the night of the 
second day of the draft, the Ravens tabbed 
Andrews in the third round with the No. 86 
overall pick.

Any hesitation Andrews might have 
had about going to a team that had al-
ready drafted a tight end quickly vanished 
for two reasons. First, he and Hurst had 
become friends at the NFL Scouting Com-
bine and were excited about the prospect 
of being teammates. And second, Andrews 
quickly learned that this was by no means 
unusual for the Ravens.

In 2015, the Ravens drafted a pair of 
tight ends, selecting Maxx Williams in the 
second round and Nick Boyle in the fifth. 
In 2010, the Ravens drafted tight ends with 
back-to-back picks, taking Ed Dickson in 
the third round and Dennis Pitta in the 
fourth. 

“They’ve been doing this for awhile,” 
Andrews said, “and the formula’s worked.”

It was Pitta, the popular Ravens tight 
end whose career was cut short by hip in-
juries, who general manager Eric DeCosta 
immediately mentioned as a comparable 
when Andrews was drafted.

That night, DeCosta described Andrews 
as “a guy that runs well, very, very good 
hands, uncovers versus the zone, makes 
the tough catch, just a very smart player.” 

T I G H T - E N D  F R I E N D L Y 
O F F E N S E

After one year in the league, Andrews has 
done little to alter DeCosta’s scouting report. 

With Hurst slowed early last season by 
a foot injury, Andrews quickly emerged as 
the top offensive weapon among the tight 
ends, totaling more receiving yards than 
the other three tight ends combined. 

Andrews has proved to be a matchup 
problem who can work open deep or under-
neath, and at 6-foot-4 and 265 pounds, he 
can be a tough man to tackle. During the 
Week 3 preseason game at Philadelphia in 
August, Andrews dragged three Eagles de-
fenders more than 10 yards, turning a short 
dumpoff into a 25-yard gain. 

The Ravens love that physical style, and 
that will be a key element to this offense led 
by new coordinator Greg Roman.

Andrews, wearing a white Ravens T-
shirt with the sleeves cut off before a recent 
practice, broke into a broad smile at the 
sound of Roman’s name, for there might 
not be a coordinator in the league with a 
greater affinity for the tight end position. 

“He’s always loved his tight ends,” An-
drews said. “He uses them in unique ways.”

An offensive coordinator previously with 
the Buffalo Bills and San Francisco 49ers, 
Roman has made multiple tight-end forma-
tions a centerpiece of his systems, which 
have consistently ranked near the top of the 
league in rushing. Last year, only four teams 
ran two-tight end sets more often than the 
Ravens, according to Sharp Football Stats.  

With the Ravens, Roman has a trio of 
strong tight ends in Andrews, Hurst and 
Boyle, the elder statesman of the group 
who signed a new three-year deal this off-
season. All three can contribute as receiv-
ers, but all three also will be expected to 
shoulder the load as blockers in an offense 
driven by the run game.

Toward that end, Andrews made his 
blocking ability a key offseason point of em-
phasis, working out with his older brother 
when no teammates were available. 

“He’s 27, and he held up pretty well,” An-
drews said with a smile. “He’s a big guy.”

Andrews knows that with Roman’s 
schemes and Jackson’s dynamic ability 
and immediate connection, he landed in a 
good spot for his skill set. But he said he’s 
not about to rest on any accomplishments 
from last year. 

“Every day is new,” Andrews said. “I try 
to get better every day. I don’t really care 
about what was done in the past. It’s all 
about what have you done lately.”

“I still have a ton to prove,” he added. 
“In my head, I have high expectations, and 
I plan to meet them.” •

 RAVENS REPORT
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Mark Andrews

Mark Andrews: Second-Day Pick, 
First-Rate Tight End For Ravens
  Bo Smolka
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By keeping linebacker Otaro Alaka and of-
fensive lineman Patrick Mekari on their ini-
tial 53-man roster this year, the Baltimore 
Ravens extended their streak to 16 consecu-
tive years with at least one undrafted free 
agent on the roster to open the season. 

Some of the undrafted free agents the 
Ravens have kept have been totally forget-
table. Some of the Ravens’ undrafted finds 
have gone on to become extremely impact-
ful players for other franchises, like New 
Orleans Saints kicker Wil Lutz and former 
Indianapolis Colts center Jeff Saturday. The 
current roster includes former undrafted 
free agents like linebacker Chris Board, run-
ning back Gus Edwards, offensive linemen 
James Hurst and Matt Skura, fullback/de-
fensive lineman Patrick Ricard and safety 
Brynden Trawick. 

But some of the undrafted free agents the 
Ravens have discovered have gone on to be-
come franchise cornerstones. This month, 
we look back at “The 15 Greatest Undrafted 
Free Agents In Ravens History.” (These are 
in alphabetic order, not order of greatness.) 

 

 LONG SNAPPER MORGAN COX
It’s hard to fathom a long snapper being consid-
ered among the greatest ANYTHINGS in a fran-

chise’s history. But the Ravens decided to move on from 
veteran Matt Katula in 2010 after signing Cox, and the for-
mer Tennessee Volunteer has been a key factor for a team 
that has revolutionized kicking and punting throughout 
the decade. 

 SAFETY WILL DEMPS
Not only did Demps make the Ravens’ roster in 
2002, he became a major contributor during his 

four seasons with the team. The former San Diego State 
standout tallied 234 tackles, 14 tackles for loss, 23 pass 
defenses, four interceptions, four forced fumbles and four 
fumble recoveries during his time in Baltimore. Oh, and he 
has somehow managed to beat out Tony Siragusa for the 
most successful modeling career of any Raven during their 
post-playing career.

 DEFENSIVE LINEMAN 
MARQUES DOUGLAS
Douglas was originally signed by the Ravens 

out of Howard in 1999 but didn’t stick until he returned 
in 2001. He was just a minor contributor in 2001 and 2002, 
but between 2003 and 2004, he developed into a defensive 
stalwart. Douglas combined for 133 tackles (21 for loss), 
10 sacks and three forced fumbles during those seasons, 
earning himself a three-year contract with the San Fran-
cisco 49ers. 

LINEBACKER DANNELL ELLERBE
When the Ravens kept Ellerbe out of Georgia 
in 2009, it would have been difficult to imagine 

him being much more than a special-teams contributor. 
Instead he merely went on to intercept New England Pa-
triots quarterback Tom Brady in the AFC championship 
game in January 2013 and start alongside Ray Lewis in Su-
per Bowl XLVII. He would also go on to win a second title 
himself with the Philadelphia Eagles. Not too shabby.

OFFENSIVE LINEMAN MIKE FLYNN
Flynn is a bit of a technicality; he did not actu-
ally make the roster out of Maine in 1997. The Ra-

vens actually released him, allowing him to bounce to the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers and Jacksonville Jaguars before 
ultimately returning later in the year. Thankfully, the Ra-
vens brought him back. Flynn would start at right guard 
for the team during their run to the Super Bowl XXXV title 
and later shift to center, spending a decade in Baltimore. 

RUNNING BACK PRIEST HOLMES
Sure, his best years ended up coming in Kansas 
City, where he was a three-time first-team All-

Pro. But in his first four seasons with the Ravens out of 
Texas, Holmes not only had a 1,000-yard rushing season 
(1998), he was also the key backup to Jamal Lewis during 
the run to the Super Bowl XXXV title. Of course, he’s still 
only the second-best undrafted free agent the Ravens have 
ever discovered out of Texas. 

 DEFENSIVE LINEMAN 
MA’AKE KEMOEATU
Signed out of Utah in 2002, Kemoeatu played in 

every game of his rookie season and ultimately developed 
into an excellent run-stuffing starter by 2005. Unfortunate-
ly for the Ravens, that made him a desirable free agent and 
he signed with the Carolina Panthers. But he ultimately 
returned to Baltimore in 2012, reclaimed the starting nose 
tackle job and helped the Ravens to the Super Bowl XLVII 
championship. 

 LINEBACKER JAMEEL MCCLAIN
Now serving as the director of player engagement 
for the Ravens, McClain’s story is one of the best 

in the history of the team. He grew up at times homeless in 
Philadelphia but made the roster out of Syracuse in 2008. 
He was an excellent special-teams performer for a couple 
of years before becoming a starting inside linebacker for 
four seasons and winning a Super Bowl XLVII ring. 

LINEBACKER ALBERT MCCLELLAN
Similarly, McClellan used special teams to help 
find his way onto the roster out of Marshall in 

2011. He remained one of the team’s top special teamers 
until 2018 and actually became a starting linebacker in 
2012 as the team went on to win Super Bowl XLVII. He 
also had a brief stint with the Patriots later in his career, 
but if he’s OK with it, we’d prefer to just kinda pretend like 
that never happened.

SAFETY ANTHONY MITCHELL
Mitchell made the roster out of Tuskegee in 2000 
and finished his rookie season with just one 

tackle ... and one of the greatest plays in franchise history. 
As you’ll remember, in the divisional round of the 2000 
playoffs, it was Mitchell who ran back a Keith Washington 
block of an Al Del Greco field goal attempt for a touch-
down that broke a 10-10 tie with the Tennessee Titans and 
pushed the Ravens toward their first Super Bowl title. He 
went on to become a starter a couple of years later, but 
this was just slightly more memorable. 

LINEBACKER PATRICK ONWUASOR
Now in his fourth season out of Portland State, 
“Peanut” originally didn’t make it to the roster 

out of training camp, either. He actually had to work his 
way to the roster after starting on the practice squad in 
2016. Ironically, it was the retirement of another undrafted 
free agent (more coming) that allowed him to become a 
starter in 2017. 

LINEBACKER ZACHARY ORR
Sadly, Orr’s career was cut short following an 
All-Pro 2016 season due to a spinal condition 

that originally forced him to retire and later left teams un-
willing to sign him when he expressed an interest in con-
tinuing his career. The former North Texas standout may 
well have been on his way to becoming the next in a line of 
great Ravens linebackers but instead has worked with the 
team as a coaching assistant. 

DEFENSIVE LINEMAN 
MICHAEL PIERCE
Sure, it was a bumpy offseason for Pierce, but 

he’s still one of the best interior defensive linemen in the 
NFL just a few years removed from being signed out of 
Samford in 2016. The question now becomes whether the 
Ravens will be able to afford to keep him long term or if 
he’ll be the next in a long line of Ravens defensive players 
to sign for huge money elsewhere. Speaking of which ...

LINEBACKER BART SCOTT
Long before he became “The Mad Backer” or 
the person synonymous with the phrase “Can’t 

Wait,” Scott was an undrafted free agent out of Southern 
Illinois in 2002. Special teams were Scott’s ticket into the 
league and ultimately into a starting role, an All-Pro nod, 
big money from the New York Jets and then high-profile 
jobs in national media. 

KICKER JUSTIN TUCKER
As good as some of the players on this list are, 
Tucker’s the only one with a real chance of end-

ing up in the Pro Football Hall of Fame. He’s statistically 
one of the greatest kickers in the history of the game and 
may well go down as the best to ever play the sport. It’s 
easy to forget that when he was signed out of Texas in 
2012, it was a down-to-the-wire decision as to whether the 
team would keep him or ... Billy Cundiff. Yeah, that Billy 
Cundiff. It proved to be one of the great decisions in fran-
chise history. •
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IN TODAY’S WORLD, 
the timeline between expectation and realization keeps 
getting shorter.

Want a new coffee maker? It’s at your doorstep over-
night.

Late for work and need that coffee immediately? Tap 
your cell phone and a cup is waiting at the coffee shop.

Similarly, in sports there’s not a lot of fan patience in 
waiting for potential to be fulfilled -- especially when ex-
pectations are raised.

That’s exactly what happens whenever an NFL team 
drafts a quarterback in the first round.  

Fans are usually willing to give a rookie quarterback a 
honeymoon first campaign. However, in the second year, 
today’s fans want to see the promise of a young quarter-
back translate into touchdowns and victories.

In a previous era, the gestation period for quarterbacks 
was considered to be much longer. Hall of Fame quarter-
backs such as Joe Montana, Dan Fouts and Roger Stau-
bach didn’t become full-time starters until their third sea-
son or later. Steve Young -- even after a year in the United 
States Football League and two seasons as the starter in 
Tampa Bay -- was still mostly an understudy to Montana 
in San Francisco for four more years.

Five quarterbacks were taken in the 2018 NFL Draft's 

first round, the most since 1999, including the Ravens’ La-
mar Jackson. All five started at some point in the season 
for various reasons and with varying results.

Those five rookie signal-callers got an extraordinary 
amount of playing time. They accounted for an average of 
11.4 starts, from Cleveland’s brash and prolific Baker May-
field, who threw for more than 3,700 yards and 24 touch-
downs, to Arizona’s disappointing pick, Josh Rosen, who 
was traded to Miami where he hopes for a fresh start.

However, whether the rookie quarterbacks’ results 
were good, bad or in between, in each case, the arc of their 
careers and the direction of the teams they play for will be 
shaped by the improvements they make from Year One to 
Year Two. In the 21st century NFL, that leap is often the 
most telling about a quarterback and the most influential 
in shaping a franchise’s future.

YEAR TWO SUCCESSES

In recent seasons, the dramatic progress of a handful of 
young quarterbacks in their second seasons substantially 
impacted their respective teams.

In 2017, both Philadelphia’s Carson Wentz and the Los 
Angeles Rams’ Jared Goff had breakout seasons as sopho-
more pros. Wentz was having an MVP-caliber season until 
he got hurt, but the Eagles’ momentum carried them to a 

Super Bowl title. Goff developed into a Pro Bowl quarter-
back after looking like a first-round bust the year before.

In 2018, Kansas City’s Patrick Mahomes made a sec-
ond-year leap for the ages with more than 5,300 passing 
yards and 50 touchdown passes, earning MVP honors.

“Just about every first-rounder over the last few years 
has wound up starting [in his rookie year] at one point 
or another,” former Ravens head coach Brian Billick said. 
“Then the growth to the second season you expect to be 
dramatic -- and it should be. Now the young quarterback 
knows the system. He has played in NFL games. Now you 
can accelerate it, in terms of whatever it is you’re doing. 
Likely, he is the starter and now you can wrap the offense 
around him rather than him playing in a system that was 
wrapped around someone else.”

Ravens head coach John Harbaugh said that one rea-
son why quarterbacks may be making bigger jumps from 
Year One to Year Two is the emphasis on grooming quar-
terbacks at earlier stages.

“Colleges and high schools throw the ball around so much 
more than they used to. [Young quarterbacks] probably 
have a better foundation under them already,” Harbaugh 
said. “Then, it’s just a matter of getting used to the speed of 
the game and getting accustomed to the guys around them 
and the defenses they’re playing as opposed to developing 
from the ground up and understanding the passing game.”

Chris Trapasso, who specializes in covering the NFL 

Draft for CBS Sports, did an analysis of quarterback per-
formances comparing Year One and Year Two statistics for 
quarterbacks drafted between 2008 and 2017. The param-
eters were that the player must have attempted at least 200 
passes as a rookie and 100-plus passes in Year Two.

Thirty quarterbacks met the criteria. Of that group, 18 
had the same offensive coordinator throughout the course 
of the two seasons and 12 had a change in coordinators.

As a group, the quarterbacks posted improvements 
in all six categories measured: completion percentage, 
touchdown percentage, interception percentage, yards per 
attempt, passer rating and total quarterback rating.

Trapasso pointed out the experiential contrast between 
the year when a quarterback is drafted and the offseason 
before Year Two.

“After their college season is over, it really is a fire drill 
where they are preparing for the NFL [Scouting] Com-
bine. They’re getting ready for all those drills where they 
have to run and jump and when they get there, they’re 
throwing to unfamiliar receivers,” Trapasso said. “Then, 
once they get drafted, some of them may be getting ready 
to start right away but most of them figure that they’re 
going to be holding a clipboard for a year, which is where 
Lamar Jackson was -- thinking that he would be behind 
Joe Flacco for a year.”

As things turned out, Jackson started the final seven 

games of the 2018 regular season when the veteran Flacco 
suffered a hip injury in Week 9, and the rookie demon-
strated extraordinary mobility, gaining 695 rushing yards 
on 147 carries to go along with 1,201 passing yards. Taking 
the NFL by surprise, he helped the Ravens to a 6-1 finish 
before they lost a wild-card playoff game against the Los 
Angeles Chargers. Jackson was named the Ravens’ starter 
and Flacco was traded to Denver.

For most quarterbacks, the offseason after their rookie 
year is decidedly different.

“His coaches have gotten to see their quarterback 
against actual NFL competition rather than as a projec-
tion as a college player,” Trapasso said. “You get to see him 
in NFL circumstances, how he works in the shotgun, can 
he pick up second and third receivers, how does he throw 
on the run.”

Trapasso found that quarterbacks who had the same 
offensive coordinator throughout their first two seasons 
enjoyed greater improvement in certain statistical areas 
that are a bit different than the passers who had a new 
coordinator.

The same-coordinator quarterbacks improved in ar-
eas that demonstrate passing efficiency, such as comple-
tion percentage and interception percentage. The passers 
with new coordinators improved in more volatile offensive 
statistical categories, such as touchdown percentage and 
yards per attempt.

NEW OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR

Jackson, 22, has a new offensive coordinator in Greg 
Roman, who replaced Marty Mornhinweg in January.

“Fortunately for the Ravens, Greg Roman has worked 
with quarterbacks like this,” said former NFL quarter-
back Rich Gannon, who played for four teams and took 
Oakland to a Super Bowl. He now works as an analyst 
for CBS.

As the offensive coordinator with the 49ers and 
Bills, Roman coached Colin Kaepernick in San Fran-
cisco and Tyrod Taylor in Buffalo. Both quarterbacks 
possessed above-average mobility, and both flourished 
with Roman.

Roman is credited with judiciously pairing a mobile 
quarterback’s speed with a strong supporting running 
game and mixing in a throwing scheme that avoids turn-
overs.

“On the coaching side you have to think players, not 
plays,” Gannon said. “What does your quarterback do 
well? What are his areas of weakness? Your young quar-
terback may have quickness and speed, but that type 
of quarterback, regardless of his athleticism, will have 
to get better working in the pocket. If you have a 
quarterback whose first tendency is take off with 

BY BILL ORDINE 
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the ball, the league eventually will catch up to him. The 
defense will figure out how exactly to set the edges and 
where to close the running lanes.”

If Jackson’s improvement hews to the averages dem-
onstrated by the players in the Trapasso study, Ravens 
fans will probably be happy with the results.

A statistical projection for Jackson’s second season 
has him completing 59.5 percent of his passes and being 
intercepted at a low 1.2 percent rate while upping his 
touchdown percentage to 4 percent and yards per pass 
attempt to 7.8. Those passing numbers, combined with 
Jackson’s exceptional rushing ability, would give the Ra-
vens a versatile offensive force behind center.

During the offseason, Jackson worked with quar-
terbacks coach Joshua Harris. Jackson’s areas of con-
centration were improving his throwing accuracy and 
protecting the football; he had 12 fumbles in the regular 

season and three more in the playoff game. Roman has 
emphasized avoiding turnovers in his offenses that lean 
on the run game.

While the Ravens’ defense is without its star power 
of years past, it still was No. 2 in points allowed in the 
NFL in 2018, so Baltimore figures to be in its share of 
relatively lower-scoring, close games.

“Baltimore doesn’t have a defense with Ray Lewis 
and Terrell Suggs and Eric Weddle anymore, so they will 
have to throw the ball some -- say, 225-250 yards a game 
and run the ball for 75-90 yards,” Trapasso said. “But 
we’ve seen Greg Roman do that with Kaepernick and 
help take the 49ers to the Super Bowl.”

For Jackson, as with any quarterback, the challenge 
is seeing what’s happening around him with greater 
clarity. Players refer to it as having the game “slow 
down.”

In training camp, Jackson conceded that last year, 
the pace of the game was occasionally dizzying, even 

in practice.
“Even with our defense, last year our de-
fense was flying around,” Jackson said. “My 
head was spinning. I didn’t know where 

the guys were coming from, blitzes. The 
coaches were like, ‘Man, you have to 
learn how to flip the jets,’ and stuff like 
that. But this year, I’ve just been sit-
ting back, been a lot [more] comfort-
able, dialed in.”

ADJUSTING TO THE NFL

Often, the most challenging things 
a young quarterback has to mas-

ter occur before the ball is even 
snapped. 

“Perhaps the most difficult 
thing for a rookie quarterback 
is managing the huddle be-
cause in college, they don’t 
have to do that,” said quar-
terbacks coach Paul Troth. 
Troth is a Virginia-based 
coach for Elite 11, a national 

competition and camp for the 
top high school-aged quarter-

backs in the country. Former Ra-
vens quarterback Trent Dilfer 
is the head coach of the group 
and its alumni includes Goff and 
Houston’s Deshaun Watson.

“In college, the plays are all 
set and they’re being called 
[from the sideline] so the play 

call in the huddle is just a few 
words,” Troth continued. “In 
the NFL, there’s more ver-
biage in the huddle. Then 
there’s the concept of 
situational football that 
the quarterback has to 
have awareness for -- not 
just down-and-distance 

but also where you 
are on the field, the 
clock, your timeouts. 
That’s all going to 
influence what hap-

pens in the huddle, 
and that aware-

ness is what 
s e p a r a t e s 

Year One 

and Year Two quarterbacks.”
Former Washington quarterback Joe Theismann 

made a similar point about college quarterbacks and 
the transition to the NFL.

“In college, the quarterback’s job is to function, not 
to think,” Theismann said. “It’s not that they’re not 
capable of thinking, they’re just not asked to do it so 
they’re more like robots.”

Making the transition even more difficult is that the 
young quarterbacks are having to process information 
that’s coming at them from their own coaching staffs in 
the heat of battle.

“Something else they have to adjust to in the NFL are 
the communications devices in the helmets that shut 
off at the 15-second mark,” said Theismann, a longtime 
broadcast analyst. “Now you have the coach in your ear 
telling the young quarterback, ‘OK, it’s third down. If 
you see the safety getting near the line of scrimmage, 
you may want to take a shot.’ So now the quarterback 
has that additional information to process.”

THE FUTURE IS NOW

A reality of life in the NFL is the role economic ur-
gency plays in forcing rookie quarterbacks to get ready 
for Year Two. First-round picks receive four-year deals 
with a fifth-year team option.

“In the old days, if you drafted a quarterback, even 
if it was in the first round, you may have had a guy in 
front of him and if it took two or three years to develop 
the drafted player, that was kind of standard operating 
procedure,” Billick said.

“Now because of the amount of money [the team 
pays] and because of the length of rookie contracts ... 
the expectations are much higher because you basi-
cally have only a four- or five-year window and the last 
thing you want to do is expend the resources to draft a 
top-round quarterback and not know until Year Four 
whether this guy can play or not.”

If a quarterback is to survive and thrive in the NFL, 
Theismann said, all the film study and all the repeti-
tions of working on the mechanics of the position, in-
cluding footwork and delivery, have to start coming 
together.

“In Year One, as you look at the defense, what you 
are seeing are guys lined up against you but you haven’t 
yet begun to study those players,” the Redskins great 
said. “By the time you are in Year Two, now you see that 
same lineman and if his rear is up, you’re thinking he’s 
coming on the pass rush but if it’s down, he’s settling in 
[to defend] the run. By Year Three, you’re putting it all 
together -- your situation on the field, the play called 
and what’s the defense doing that affects the play you 
called.”

Gannon described the growing awareness as some-
thing that goes from being a deliberate thought process 
to instinctive.

“It’s like someone just learning to drive. You have 
a 16-year old driver and they’re only concentrating on 
what’s directly in front of them,” Gannon said. “After 
they’ve been driving for a while, they take in more of 
what’s around them -- pedestrians on the sidewalk, 
what’s behind them in the rearview mirror, they’re see-
ing two cars ahead of them.

“And that’s what happens with quarterbacks as they 
gain experience and mature. They begin to consider 
the tendencies of the cornerback they’re going against, 
even the tendencies of the defensive coordinator,” Gan-
non continued. “All of a sudden, the combination of the 
practice repetitions and the study proves its value and 
when that happens, we see a quarterback take off.” •

– photography – 
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FIRST-ROUND QUARTERBACKS SINCE 2008
YEAR PICK PLAYER SCHOOL TEAM

2019 1 KYLER MURRAY OKLAHOMA ARIZONA CARDINALS

2019 6 DANIEL JONES DUKE NEW YORK GIANTS

2019 15 DWAYNE HASKINS OHIO STATE WASHINGTON REDSKINS

2018 1 BAKER MAYFIELD OKLAHOMA CLEVELAND BROWNS

2018 3 SAM DARNOLD USC NEW YORK JETS

2018 7 JOSH ALLEN WYOMING BUFFALO BILLS

2018 10 JOSH ROSEN UCLA ARIZONA CARDINALS

2018 32 LAMAR JACKSON LOUISVILLE BALTIMORE RAVENS

2017 2 MITCHELL TRUBISKY NORTH CAROLINA CHICAGO BEARS

2017 10 PATRICK MAHOMES TEXAS TECH KANSAS CITY CHIEFS

2017 12 DESHAUN WATSON CLEMSON HOUSTON TEXANS

2016 1 JARED GOFF CALIFORNIA LOS ANGELES RAMS

2016 2 CARSON WENTZ NORTH DAKOTA STATE PHILADELPHIA EAGLES

2016 26 PAXTON LYNCH MEMPHIS DENVER BRONCOS

2015 1 JAMEIS WINSTON FLORIDA STATE TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS

2015 2 MARCUS MARIOTA OREGON TENNESSEE TITANS

2014 3 BLAKE BORTLES CENTRAL FLORIDA JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS

2014 22 JOHNNY MANZIEL TEXAS A&M CLEVELAND BROWNS

2014 32 TEDDY BRIDGEWATER LOUISVILLE MINNESOTA VIKINGS

2013 16 EJ MANUEL FLORIDA STATE BUFFALO BILLS

2012 1 ANDREW LUCK STANFORD INDIANAPOLIS COLTS

2012 2 ROBERT GRIFFIN III BAYLOR WASHINGTON REDSKINS

2012 8 RYAN TANNEHILL TEXAS A&M MIAMI DOLPHINS

2012 22 BRANDON WEEDEN OKLAHOMA STATE CLEVELAND BROWNS

2011 1 CAM NEWTON AUBURN CAROLINA PANTHERS

2011 8 JAKE LOCKER WASHINGTON TENNESSEE TITANS

2011 10 BLAINE GABBERT MISSOURI JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS

2011 12 CHRISTIAN PONDER FLORIDA STATE MINNESOTA VIKINGS

2010 1 SAM BRADFORD OKLAHOMA ST. LOUIS RAMS

2010 25 TIM TEBOW FLORIDA DENVER BRONCOS

2009 1 MATTHEW STAFFORD GEORGIA DETROIT LIONS

2009 5 MARK SANCHEZ USC NEW YORK JETS

2009 17 JOSH FREEMAN KANSAS STATE TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS

2008 3 MATT RYAN BOSTON COLLEGE ATLANTA FALCONS

2008 18 JOE FLACCO DELAWARE BALTIMORE RAVENS



nthony Santander has been a pleasant 
surprise with his glove, arm and bat in 2019, 
earning him a daily spot in the Orioles’ line-
up ... and his own personal fan club. 

The Venezuelan outfielder made na-
tional news when he caught the atten-
tion of more than 4,000 UK Boy and Girl 
Scouts attending the Orioles’ 6-5 victory 

against the Toronto Blue Jays Aug. 4. The young visitors 
became enamored with Santander as the game wore on, 
cheering wildly each time he made a play.

Santander sent the group into a frenzy when he threw 
a ball into the bleachers at the end of an inning. One of 
the spectators ran to the Orioles’ team store at Camden 
Yards and purchased a No. 25 Santander jersey, proudly 
proclaiming herself his No. 1 fan.

Orioles manager Brandon Hyde has also become a big 
supporter of Santander, who has emerged as one of the 
highlights of this rebuilding season. Santander, 24, has 
probably done enough to earn a role with the club in 2020 
and beyond. 

“He’s putting together a really nice offensive year, obvi-
ously,” Hyde said. “Love the corner defense he plays, as 
well, and to be able to stick him out in center field and 
do a nice job. I just like Tony’s overall game. I think he’s 

got a chance to be a really nice player. I’ve said that many 
times. A switch-hitter that covers the plate that has got 
some power from both sides.

“I really like the flatness. It’s a really flat swing. He stays 
through the ball really well. ... So a lot of really good things 
offensively and he’s only going to get better.”

In a season full of personal highlights, few were bigger 
for Santander than when he went 5-for-5 with a home run 
during an 8-3 victory against the Tampa Bay Rays Aug. 25. 

That performance etched Santander’s name in Orioles 
history with Hanser Alberto and Renato Nunez, who have 
also managed to put together five-hit games this season. 
It’s just the second time in franchise history the Orioles 
have had three players with that many hits in a game 
in one season, according to STATS LLC. Tommy Davis, 
Mark Belanger and Rich Coggins also accomplished the 
feat in 1974.

It was a performance that has been typical of Santander 
this season. He is the type of player who never looks at the 
scoreboard, an added bonus given the Orioles’ struggles.

“My mindset is to play aggressive, no matter what, all 
the way until the end until the 27th out,” Santander said 
through Orioles translator Ramon Alarcon.

Santander was hitting .278/.312/.500 with 18 home runs 
entering play Sept. 12. He has the most home runs by an 
Orioles outfielder 24 or younger since Adam Jones hit 19 
in 2010.

The milestones keep piling up. On Aug. 31 against the 

Kansas City Royals, Santander became the youngest Ori-
oles player to homer from both sides of the plate in the 
same game since Eddie Murray, 23, did so Aug. 29, 1979, ac-
cording to STATS LLC. Entering play Sept. 12, Santander 
had hit 14 home runs since the All-Star break.

Many thought Santander played well enough during 
spring training this year to make the opening day roster. 
He batted .333/.389/.697 with six doubles and two home 
runs during 18 games in Sarasota, Fla., but he was sent to 
Triple-A Norfolk to begin the season.

“He had a great spring training and I loved his swing 
in spring training,” Hyde said of Santander. “I thought 
he took great at-bats. Love the fact that he switch hits, 
love the defense that he plays. He’s athletic for a big guy. 
He can run. He competes at the plate and I feel like he’s 
going to really improve as he gets more at-bats in the big 
leagues.”

The Orioles were in no rush this spring and wanted 
Santander to get more experience at the Triple-A level. 
Santander was solid but not spectacular with the Tides, 
batting .259/.311/.415 with 15 doubles, five home runs and 28 
RBIs in 48 games (193 at-bats). He also struck out 38 times 
and earned 13 walks.

The Orioles turned to him after outfielders Dwight 
Smith Jr. and D.J. Stewart were placed on the injured 
list in early June. Santander was recalled from Norfolk 
June 7 and incrementally worked his way into the every-
day lineup. Just one week after the promotion, he had 
three hits and drove in the Orioles’ first two runs of a 
12-3 loss to the Blue Jays with RBI singles in the third 
and fifth innings.

“I think the biggest difference is the experience,” 
Santander said. “I have a better understanding of what 
pitchers are trying to do against me, and also playing regu-
larly really helps.

“The everyday work that I’m putting in is giving me this 
kind of results,” he said, “so I’m just thankful for the op-
portunity to play and come every day and work hard.”

This season has been all about providing opportunities 
for young players, and Santander has taken full advantage 
of his every game. •

 ORIOLES REPORT

  Todd Karpovich

A

Anthony Santander Developing 
Into Building Block For Orioles
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o say Orioles left-hander John Means’ 
2019 season came out of nowhere 
doesn’t begin to describe how he was 
perceived. Not only was he an after-
thought prior to this season, but he 
was an afterthought of a pitching 
prospect in the Orioles’ farm system. 

Considering the Orioles’ near-constant need for pitch-
ing, that’s no easy feat.

Still, that’s also a little unfair to the Orioles, because 
the John Means of 2018 and seasons past was not the 
same as Means in 2019. Only once did Means rank on 
the team’s list of top 30 prospects by MLB Pipeline, 
slotting in at No. 29 in 2017. But after the 2018 season, he 
put in work at P3 Premier Pitching & Performance in 
St. Louis, where staff members developed an offseason 
program for him to help increase his four-seam fastball 
velocity through strength programs and utilizing high-
speed cameras. 

Means, 26, also worked with newly-hired minor-
league pitching coordinator Chris Holt during spring 
training to refine his changeup. 

As Means explained to Eno Sarris of The Athletic in 
August, the issue with his changeup prior to 2019 was 
that the velocity gap between that pitch and his fast-
ball wasn’t big enough. Holt had Means focus on pro-
nating -- “a move of your wrist and hand toward the 
thumb near the end of release,” according to Sarris -- to 
decrease some of the velocity on the pitch but maintain 
deception.

The extra work paid off. Through early September, 
Means is averaging about 2 mph more on his fastball. 
Combined with his changeup, which he was able to re-
duce by a couple of ticks, the fastball-changeup gap 
jumped from about 7 mph to 11 mph. As Sarris noted, 
“only six changeups have a bigger velocity gap than 
Means does.” 

Not only is the changeup now Means’ most devastat-
ing weapon and one of the best in the majors, but his 
improvements on both pitches took him from throwing 
fastballs and changeups about 60 percent of the time to 
better than 80 percent. No longer primarily a fastball-
slider pitcher, the changeup has become his preferred 
secondary offering.

It didn’t take long for Means’ adjustments to trans-
form him into a reliable arm. Due to a combination of 
injuries to teammates and his newfound effectiveness, 
he went from a fringe relief option to a rotation main-
stay in about a month. On the season, he has a 3.47 
ERA and 4.34 FIP in 137.1 innings. The ERA and FIP 
are team bests among starters, and only Dylan Bundy 
has thrown more innings. Means’ overall wins above re-
placement totals are also tops among O’s pitchers: 4.1 
(Baseball-Reference) and 2.8 (FanGraphs).

Means’ rise led him to a somewhat surprising spot 
in the 2019 MLB All-Star Game ahead of Trey Mancini. 
It was tough news for Mancini, but truly amazing news 

for Means, who had recently pondered retirement. He 
didn’t appear in the game, but just being there was an 
astounding achievement.

What Means is doing is more than enough for now, 
but there’s always that same, lingering question when-
ever a player exceeds expectations: Is this for real? 
In that sense, Means provides an interesting example 
when comparing his peripherals to his Statcast num-
bers.

Means seemingly doesn’t strike out enough batters 
(19.3 K%), has been fortunate on balls in play (.252 
BABIP) and has been pitching with a low home-run-
to-fly-ball rate. With these concerns alone, his mid-3.00 
ERA seems flukish.

And yet, that only tells part of the story. That’s be-
cause Means has been very good when it comes to lim-
iting hard contact. His average exit velocity allowed of 
87.3 mph is in the 68th percentile of pitchers, and his 
hard-hit percentage (the percentage of balls hit with 
an exit velocity of 95 mph or higher) is in the 89th per-

centile. If a pitcher isn’t going to miss a ton of bats, 
he’ll need to reduce the amount of free passes and mini-
mize batted ball damage. So far, Means has done those 
things.

The fact remains there’s still a lot to learn about this 
new version of Means. He’s been a tremendous surprise 
and story, but it would be a mistake to assume he’ll 
automatically keep producing. He is undoubtedly de-
serving of a 2020 rotation spot. He’ll be joined by a pre-
sumably healthy Alex Cobb and Dylan Bundy (barring 
any trades) along with any free agents, prospects and 
a slew of current options hoping to stick around (like 
Aaron Brooks, Asher Wojciechowski, Gabriel Ynoa, 
Chandler Shepherd and others). But he’s going to have 
to keep proving himself.

In the meantime, focus on how Means finishes the 
season. Keep making fun “Means” puns that aren’t 
nearly as clever as you think. Marvel at his ascension 
and stunning All-Star nod. See if he keeps tinkering 
with his selection of breaking balls. Recognize that 
there’s something special about finding success after 
fighting off the urge to walk away. And acknowledge the 
grit needed for the Gardner, Kan., native to throw sev-
en innings of two-run baseball during a homecoming 
start against the Royals in Kansas City Aug. 30 after 
recently learning his father, Alan, had been diagnosed 
with pancreatic cancer. 

Means may end up as a mid-rotation asset or flame 
out next season. But he wasn’t supposed to pitch this 
well, ever. He must be ecstatic that he decided not to 
hang up his spikes. That goes for the Orioles as well. •

All statistics are as of play Sept. 11.

T

Can John Means Keep It 
Going For Orioles In 2020?
  Matt Kremnitzer
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ith most professions, reaching the 20-year 
mark is almost always a joyous occasion -- 
one considered an achievement worthy of 
special acclaim.

Maybe a lapel pin denoting service time 
or a watch to mark the occasion, even if it 
comes from the costume jewelry case. Per-

haps even a retirement party to celebrate a new beginning.  
In case you hadn’t noticed, baseball is not one of those 

professions. 
Instead of thanks for a job well done, the recipient all too 

often gets the proverbial pink slip -- and the not so subtle 
advice about how to avoid the door hitting the backside on 
the way out. And the process, which usually comes this time 
of year, not far removed from the holidays, can be vicious. It’s 
almost like somebody dials up 1-800-GOT-JUNK and starts 
pointing.

In case you also missed this memo, that’s kind of what 
happened with the Orioles in recent weeks, when general 
manager Mike Elias’ long anticipated purge of what was 
left of the front office and scouting staff finally took place. 
It was expected to be thorough, and it was. It also figured 
to be painful, and it didn’t disappoint. But it also raised a 
question about whether the future reward will be worth 
the pain.

Dean Albany, who served in various scouting capaci-
ties, and Tripp Norton, who held various positions within 
the baseball operations department, qualified as 20-plus 
year employees with the Orioles. Because of their local 
ties, especially in Albany’s case, those are the departures 
that caused the most anguish -- and more than a little 
criticism. 

A Brooklyn Park, Md., native, Albany has been deeply in-
volved in every facet of amateur baseball in this area for more 
than four decades. He played for and became a protege of 
Walter Youse, and later coached and managed the local pow-
erhouse that played under the names of Leone’s, Johnny’s 
and Corrigan’s before becoming Youse’s All-Stars, mainly be-

cause of Albany’s efforts.
Because of his close connections to amateur baseball at 

all levels in the Delmarva area, Albany’s departure was easily 
the most surprising. In addition to his scouting duties, which 
included serving as a national cross-checker, he also ran the 
Orioles RBI (Reviving Baseball in Inner Cities) program 
since its inception. 

Ultimately he became a close confidant, and right-hand 
man, for former manager Buck Showalter and also main-
tained a close relationship with former general manager Dan 
Duquette. Even though he also had a connection with Elias 
when both were East Coast scouts, it is probably a reason-
able assumption to think Albany’s connection to the outgo-
ing regime played a significant role in his dismissal.

If, in fact, that is the reason he’s no longer employed by the 
Orioles, it will not alter Albany’s feelings. He can’t hide the ob-
vious disappointment, but he insists he will never be bitter.

“It’s been 20 great years,” Albany said within hours of 
getting his notice. “There are no regrets -- I will always love 
the O’s.”

Those in the game say it will be only a matter of time be-
fore Albany and Norton hook on with another team. Both are 

highly regarded within the industry, but it will be an easier 
transition for Albany. 

“[Scouts] can work from our home, but for guys like Tripp 
it’s a life-changing deal -- he has to move his family,” Albany 
said.

Even though he has firm roots here, Norton admitted the 
family aspect was the toughest to deal with. 

“It was a tough day,” he said shortly after getting the 
word, “especially telling my son. He’s devastated ... but we’ll 
be OK and hopefully land something soon.”

Albany said he has talked to “a few teams” but is in no 
rush to change his orange and black allegiance. 

“I worked for seven general managers here, and in a few 
years there will be another,” he said, leaving no doubt about 
his feelings. “I’m not burning any bridges just because Elias 
wanted a change. I wear my Orioles stuff all around town, 
and always will -- the O’s will always be my team, no matter 
what.”

One somewhat delicious irony came up shortly after the 
dismissals were announced. 

“With all that the Nationals and Orioles have going on 
with the MASN dispute,” said one outsider (as opposed to 
the over-quoted insider), “wouldn’t it be ironic if Dean and/or 
Tripp ended up over there -- and eventually getting a ring?”

Knowing his excitement level, and what proved to be pre-
mature anticipation, when the Orioles had their near-mag-
ical run in 2014 before finally losing the ALCS to the even-
tual World Series runner-up Kansas City Royals, I can only 
imagine how Albany would handle a ring that didn’t have an 
orange-and-black tinge. 

At the very best, it would be bittersweet. But that’s as bit-
ter as Albany will ever get when it comes to the O’s. •

Jim Henneman can be reached at 
JimH@pressboxonline.com

 UPON FURTHER REVIEW

  Jim Henneman  

Dean Albany ‘Will 
Always Love’ The Orioles

W
"It's been 20 great years," 
Albany said within hours 
of getting his notice.  
"There are no regrets --  
I will always love the O's."
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hen he was 9 years old, Rahshaun “Shaq” 
Smith told his mother, Shenika Brown, 
he wanted to be a football player. But not 
just any football player -- the No. 1 player 
in Maryland.

As a fourth-grader, Smith towered 
over the rest of his classmates and was 
even taller than the principal, Brown 

said. There was only one problem. Though Smith (now 
6-foot-2 and 251 pounds) was by far the largest player on 
the football field, he was hesitant to tackle other kids. 
His mother had always taught him to never hit another 
person.

Brown, a single mother who had moved her two sons 
from High Point, N.C., to Baltimore, knew little about the 
game of football. She came up with a simple solution: tackle 
the family’s green Baltimore City-issued trash can.

“I said, ‘You need to learn how to tackle. You can’t hit 
me so hit the trash can,’” Brown said. “We learned football 
together.”

The unconventional tactic paid off. Smith was consid-
ered one of the elite prospects in the state after playing two 
years at Calvert Hall and another at St. Frances. He fin-
ished his high school career at IMG Academy in Bradenton, 
Fla., in 2015. He was the No. 3 inside linebacker in the coun-
try, according to 247Sports, and had his pick of the coun-
try’s top football programs: Clemson, Auburn and LSU.

Smith briefly flirted with attending Maryland, intrigued 
by the prospect of playing for his former head coach at Cal-
vert Hall, Cory Robinson, then a staffer for the Terps. Two 
other high-profile local high school recruits, Good Counsel 
linebacker Keandre Jones and Bullis quarterback Dwayne 
Haskins, had also been mulling the possibility of playing for 
their home state school.

But Robinson and then-interim coach Michael Locksley 

were not retained by Maryland after the 2015 season. Robin-
son went to Rutgers, and Locksley left for Alabama. 

Smith chose Clemson. Haskins and Jones departed for 
Ohio State.

“Me and Dwayne and Keandre, we were all on board on 
staying home. When Coach Locks took the job at Alabama, 
that made the rest of the guys ... disperse,” Smith said.

Smith, and Maryland football fans, can only wonder 
what could have been. After three seasons -- and two na-
tional titles -- at Clemson, Smith earned his degree in parks, 
recreation and tourism management. He returned home to 
Maryland as a graduate transfer. He joined Locksley, now 
the head coach, and Robinson, Maryland’s defensive backs 
coach.

“It was fate that all three are back together,” Brown said. 
“Cory is a mentor [and] kind of big brother to him.”

Brown, who had moved back to North Carolina to be 
close to Smith while he was at Clemson, was initially upset 
when her son told her his plans to come to Maryland. The 
six-hour drive would make it difficult for her to see him, she 
said, but she eventually warmed to the idea because she 
knew it made him happy. 

Despite her misgivings, Brown was his biggest supporter 
as he mulled his future. She told him to follow his heart.

“She just stayed in my corner and we prayed about it 
and we just came to an agreement that I got everything I 
needed at Clemson,” said Smith, who was the first in his 
family to earn a college degree. “I went down there, I be-
came a better man, I graduated and I won two national 
championships.

“I felt like, ‘What more could you ask for from that level?’ 
I just felt like now it’s time for me to actually get on the field 
and play. Throughout the process, I was thinking why not 
go do it for your home state and do it for your hometown?”

While Robinson and Locksley played a part in Smith 
returning home, playing time 
weighed heavily into her son’s 

decision, Brown said. During two seasons at Clemson, 
Smith played in 28 games, totaling 30 tackles, an intercep-
tion and a sack.

Smith has certainly gotten his wish to see more of the 
field when he's been healthy enough to play. He totaled 
three tackles -- one for a loss -- and a sack during the team’s 
season opener against Howard Aug. 31

Smith is one of several upperclassmen transfers -- in-
cluding Jones, tight end Tyler Mabry and quarterback 
Josh Jackson -- who were drawn to Maryland in part due to 
Locksley’s hiring. Smith’s experience and leadership have 
been critical to a defense in dire need of playmakers after 
ranking near the bottom of the Big Ten in sacks and rush-
ing yards allowed in 2018.

“With Shaq, Tyler, Josh and Keandre, ... what has been 
really impressive to me is the off-the-field [experience] they 
bring from a maturity standpoint -- the habits and behav-
iors,” Locksley said. “These aren’t guys who have come in 
with the egos [saying,] ‘Hey, I’ve played for a national cham-
pionship’ as much as, ‘These are the things I’ve done and 
where I’ve been.’”

Smith and Jones have led Maryland’s revamped 3-4 de-
fense as the outside linebackers. The two have known each 
other since they played Pop Warner against each other in 
middle school. 

When Smith arrived in the summer, he was surprised by 
the talent Jones and his other new teammates showed. It 
was a sign that some people may be overlooking the Terps, 
who finished 5-7 last year and missed out on a bowl game for 
the third time in four seasons.

“The world has no idea how much talent is on this team,” 
Smith said. “I had no idea how much talent was on this 
team until I got here. Something special is going on in this 
locker room.”

Despite the long drive, Brown said she plans to attend 
as many Maryland home games as she can. More than 20 
friends and family members were in the stands to watch 
Smith against Howard Aug. 31.

Brown admits she was initially skeptical that Smith 
would become the best player in the state when he told 
her his plans more than a decade ago. But as any mother 
would, she encouraged him to make his dream a reality. 
Now he’s getting to show off his hard work in front of his 
hometown fans.

“I didn’t believe he would go and get it and do it,” Brown 
said. “I am amazed at seeing the process come to pass.” •

For Shaq Smith, Journey That 
Began In Baltimore Continues 
With Maryland Football
 Brooks DuBose
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rian Newberry wants to establish a new 
era of Navy football.

The new defensive coordinator 
promised the Midshipmen are going to 
play fast and more aggressively after a 
disappointing 3-10 season in 2018.

Newberry wasted little time putting 
his stamp on the program in the regular-season opener 
against Holy Cross Aug. 31. Navy finished with seven 
tackles for loss, three sacks and one fumble recovery in 
the 45-7 victory. It was a good start for the revamped 
unit. 

A common motto among Navy coaches and players 
is “room for improvement.” That’s another good sign 
as the Midshipmen take on a difficult schedule, which 
includes Memphis (Sept. 26), Notre Dame (Nov. 16), 
Houston (Nov. 30) and Army (Dec. 14).

“We’re going to be dynamic,” Newberry said. “We’re 
going to do a lot of things pre-snap and post-snap. 
We’re going to mix up coverages and design. We want 
it to look chaotic to the offense, but be simple to the 
players on defense.”

The Midshipmen allowed an average of 36.5 points 
per game in their 10 losses last season. Navy allowed 
426.4 yards per game overall. The Midshipmen were 
challenged when they were forced to play from behind, 
especially with an offense that is built around the run 
and controlling the clock.  

The 2018 season marked only the second time the 
program finished below .500 under Ken Niumatalolo, 
who took over as the head coach in December 2007. The 
3-10 season ended a streak of six straight years with a 
bowl game appearance.

After the season, Niumatalolo did some soul-search-

ing and knew he needed to make some drastic changes. 
Niumatalolo hired seven new coaches, including New-
berry to replace retiring defensive coordinator Dale 
Pehrson. One of Niumatalolo’s key focuses was getting 

better on the defensive side of the ball. 
“There was a philosophy I knew that I wanted,” Niu-

matalolo said. “I wanted to attack. I wanted to come 
after people. I wanted to be chaotic. But I also wanted 
to be somewhat safe and sound. Give the illusion of 
coming after people. There’s chaos, but there’s organi-
zation and simplicity to your system.”

Newberry previously served as the defensive coor-
dinator at Kennesaw State and oversaw a unit that 
ranked second in the FCS in total defense in 2018, al-
lowing just 263.7 yards per game. Newberry brought a 
new swagger and innovative approach to the defensive 
schemes. 

Under Newberry, the Midshipmen adopted a 4-2-
5 scheme -- four “down” linemen, two linebackers and 
five defensive backs -- to help control 
some of the spread offenses typical 
of the American Athletic Conference. 
The players are constantly changing 
fronts and have a wide assortment of 
blitzes to help stymie opponents and 
some of the strong-armed quarterbacks 
Navy faces throughout the season.

Newberry was confident he had enough 
talent on the roster to make the system work.  

“We’re not deficient here. We’ve got good players; we 
just need a little bit of a change,” Newberry said. “We’re 
going to be a lot different on defense, we’re going to be 
more multiple, and we’re going to be a lot more aggres-
sive than we have been.” 

Sophomore Diego Fagot was moved to the MIKE 
linebacker spot in the middle of the defense after a 

stellar freshman year during which he played in every 
game. Fagot responded with a career-high nine tackles 
against Holy Cross. 

“We were aggressive, but we know there is a lot of 
room for improvement,” Fagot said. “I made a ton of 
mistakes personally.”

Senior Nizaire Cromartie is the raider, meaning he 
has the athleticism to play a mix of defensive end and 
outside linebacker. In 13 starts last year, Cromartie 
led the team in sacks (3.5) and was second in tackles 
for loss (5.5) and fifth in total tackles (58). Cromartie 
finished with a sack and a fumble recovery against the 
Crusaders. 

“I think we did set a tone for our own personal per-
formance,” Cromartie said, “but there’s a lot of room 
for improvement.”

Junior Jacob Springer moved from safety to the 
striker position, an outside linebacker who is effective 
in pass coverage. He has the size (6-foot-1, 206 pounds) 
to thrive in that position. Last season, Springer was a 
key contributor on defense and special teams, and he’ll 
have a greater role in 2019.

The early results look good. Overall, the Midship-
men held Holy Cross to 4.1 yards per play. The play-
ers, however, weren’t patting themselves on the back. 
Tougher games are still ahead, especially in the AAC. 
Newberry wants to see incremental improvement. 

“Our players really put a lot into their offseason 
preparation,” Newberry said. “They watched film, did 
seven-on-seven sessions, did individual fundamen-
tal periods together. They improved over the summer 
without the coaches, which was really encouraging.”

Niumatalolo was not surprised by the quick start to 
the defense. There are still some issues that need to be 
cleaned up, especially with communication, but so far, 
Newberry has lived up to expectations. 

“He is very creative and does some exotic stuff,” Niu-
matalolo said. “Coach Newberry just has that ‘it’ fac-
tor. He has great leadership qualities, a presence that 
people gravitate toward.” •

Brian Newberry Brings New Energy, 
Schemes To Navy Football’s Defense
 Todd Karpovich
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eon Paye recently had the 
game of his career, ac-
cording to Towson head 
football coach Rob Am-
brose. The Tigers turned 
in a lopsided 42-3 victory 
against North Carolina 

Central in their 2019 home opener Sept 7. 
It’s hard to take away much from such a 
huge mismatch, but in one play, the red-
shirt senior linebacker produced what 
could be the best highlight of his college 
tenure.

Late in the second quarter, Paye and 
the Tigers’ defense were already pitching 
a shutout. Paye already had three pass 
breakups and a big third-down stop ear-
lier in the game. As if the Towson defense 
couldn’t dish out anymore punishment, 
Paye added insult to injury by picking off 
quarterback Davius Richard deep in NC 
Central territory.

And as his head coach saw the athletic 
strongside linebacker jump the route, he 
knew what was about to happen.

“On his pick, the guys upstairs on the 
headphones [were] going, ‘Offense, get 
ready,’” Ambrose said, describing his 
coaching staff ’s preparation for the drive 
following the interception. “But I was like, 

‘Nope, he’s gonna score.’”
And score he did. Paye returned the 

interception 38 yards for a touchdown. It 
was Towson’s first pick-six since 2015.

“I just read the QB’s eyes,” Paye said. 
“Just kept eyeing him down and then 
jumped [the route]. And took it to the 
crib.”

Paye has been a dynamic athlete for 
as long as he’s been a football player. 
The 6-foot, 225-pound linebacker came to 
Towson University in 2015 as a 185-pound 
wide receiver and safety out of Our Lady 
of Good Counsel High School in Olney, 
Md. A consensus three-star recruit, Paye 
was tabbed a second-team All-Metro 
selection by The Washington Post after 
catching 64 passes for 893 yards as a 
senior in 2014. He earned first-team All-
Washington Catholic Athletic Conference 
honors as well. 

“He was a kid that when we got him, 
we knew could play both sides of the ball,” 
Ambrose said. “So whether it was at re-
ceiver or safety, we knew we were going to 
want him.”

But something funny happened once 
the Columbia, Md., native reached Tow-
son.

“He just kept growing,” Ambrose said.
After redshirting in 2015, Paye earned 

playing time at safety the following season. 
He finished with 50 tackles and two inter-

ceptions in eight starts. He even showed 
off his multidimensional tools, scoring his 
first college touchdown on an 81-yard kick 
return in a 34-24 home win against William 
& Mary.

“I like to joke that’s he’s the only SAM 
linebacker to return a kick for a touch-
down in all of the NCAA,” Ambrose said. 

After an impressive debut season, 
something funny happened to the Tigers’ 
new starting safety once again.

“He made the transition to safety,” Am-
brose said, “and in time, he just kept grow-
ing and growing and growing.”

The 185-pound recruit who grew into 
a 198-pound safety eventually became a 
225-pound linebacker. In 2017, he ranked 
fifth on the team with 52 tackles and post-
ed five tackles for loss, robbing opposing 
teams of 32 yards. 

In 2018, Paye improved with 74 tackles 
in 12 starts as a strong-side linebacker, 
including 10 tackles on the road at Wake 
Forest. 

“His aggressiveness, his speed, his 
strength, all played a role in his develop-
ment as a linebacker,” Ambrose said.

Paye’s gains in the weight room are 
not the only impressive part of his trans-
formation, according to Ambrose. The re-
sponsibility Paye has shouldered during 
his journey from a highly-touted recruit at 
receiver to playing what Ambrose consid-

ers a very difficult spot on the defensive 
side of the ball has been impressive as 
well.

“It’s not an easy position to play,” Am-
brose said. “At that SAM linebacker spot, 
you are on the strong side. You are at the 
point of attack on the ball. You need some-
one there you can count on.” •

Keon Paye: From High School Receiver 
To Towson Football Linebacker
 Simon Habtemariam
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Sponsored by 

BUY TICKETS NOW
jmoreliving.com/jbizhealth

Jmore Presents  

INNOVATION IN  
HEALTH CARE

Please join Jmore for our 1st annual celebration of Baltimore’s  
Health Care Innovators. This is a business to business networking event 

centered on the topic of innovation in the health care field.

Tuesday, October 29
6:00 PM - 8:30 PM
Cylburn Arboretum



t’s the first thing anyone notices when 
they see UMBC sophomore goalkeeper 
Quantrell Jones: the kid is big.

Standing at 6-foot-3 and tipping 
the scales at 230 pounds, Jones looks 
like a football player. He has the size, 
quickness and maturity to be calling 

the shots on a defense as a middle linebacker. And he’s 
only a sophomore, so it isn’t outside the realm of pos-
sibility that he’ll grow a little bit more by the time he’s 
done playing at UMBC.

It’s rare to find that size at a young age in Division I 
football, but it’s even harder to find someone like that as 
a goalkeeper in soccer, which is exactly what Jones plays.

“He’s the athlete that we’re trying to get to play in 
America,” UMBC men’s soccer coach Pete Caringi said. 
“He has the size of a football player, the agility of a bas-
ketball player ... and he’s played at such a high level. 
Hopefully in the wave of the future, we continue to get 
players at his ability.”

Jones is used to having the spotlight focused square-
ly on him; there has been an abundance of buzz sur-
rounding him going back to his days at Kenwood High 
School in Essex, Md. Before he even put on a Retrievers 
jersey and began his college career, he was one of the 
hottest young talents in the sport, as he played with the 
Baltimore Celtic Soccer Club, the USA Youth National 
Team and USA Soccer’s U17 Men’s National Team.

And if anyone needed further confirmation that 
Jones is a unique talent, the numbers he put up for 
UMBC as a freshman last fall were eye-popping. The 
local kid made 36 saves and recorded five shutouts 
in 12 starts, including eight saves in a 1-0 win against 
Binghamton last October. Although the Retrievers lost 

in the American East championship game, he allowed 
only one goal in the first two rounds of the tournament.

But according to Jones, we still haven’t seen the best 
of him yet.

“I don’t think I’ve had my best game yet,” Jones said. 
“That’s judgmental on me, but I think I can do better 
than what I did last year.”

Despite getting constantly asked about playing foot-
ball, Jones said the sport was never really an option. 
His mother wanted him to try it when he was about 5 
years old, but concerns about the long-term effects of 
head injuries left Jones searching for another sport.

That’s when soccer came into Jones’ life, and with it, 
so did a place where he could find peace.

“It’s like my happy place,” Jones said. “It’s somewhere 
I can go and I can relax and I can have fun. It’s that one 
place where every little thing goes away for me. I’m on 
the field and I’m enjoying what I do. It’s a lifestyle for me 
at this point. It’s something I work hard at and I put the 
time in to do and enjoy every little thing about it.”

It’s one thing for the sport to be a player’s comfort 
zone; it’s another thing for the athlete to be good at it 
as well. Jones proved to be a natural at an early age, 
and it was apparent to many of his teammates, includ-
ing sophomore defender Jordan Ehart. Ehart has been 
a constant in Jones’ career going back to their days 
playing youth soccer with the Baltimore Bays when 
they were 8 years old.

“You could see that it wasn’t just his size,” Ehart 
said. “His ability and skills are there, too. That’s some-
thing that really impressed me from the start, and as 
the years have gone on, it’s really impressed me how 
he’s continued to progress and not really lose any-
thing.”

When it came time for Jones to sign with a school, 
UMBC saw the talent he brought to the field. And just 

like his comfort level playing soccer, he found some-
thing similar with the Retrievers.

“It’s home,” Jones said. “When you come to [Re-
triever Soccer Park], it’s just something different about 
the way everything feels. It’s the fans, the style of play 
and where they play, especially at night. It’s beautiful, 
and it’s a one-of-a-kind feeling. I don’t think that many 
other colleges have that.”

Being a local product makes Jones proud to be 
where he is.

“There’s not a day that goes by where I [don’t] think 
that I’m blessed,” Jones said. 

The coaches and players knew what kind of intangi-
bles Jones brought to the team. They knew he had good 
instincts and had the skills to be a great goalkeeper. 
But Ehart doesn’t think people knew exactly how good 
Jones could be.

Jones took over as the starting goalkeeper last Oc-
tober, and the Retrievers went 5-0-1 in their next six 
matches. The Retrievers outscored teams, 10-3, during 
that span, with Jones grabbing 20 saves.

For Ehart, seeing Jones deliver that level of consis-
tency was normal.

“He’s always worked hard,” Ehart said. “He’s always 
had the skillset, but there are some players you see that 
have the skills and they just use that. They don’t work 
as hard. But Quantrell is always trying to get to the 
next level. I wasn’t surprised at all.”

It was also during that stretch that Jones had his 
eight saves against Binghamton. That level of perfor-
mance was a prime example of why Caringi and the Re-
trievers wanted him on their squad.

“That was the Quantrell we recruited,” Caringi said. 
“For me, the expectations are high for Quantrell, and I 
think the expectations are high for himself. So to watch 
him play in a game like that, it wasn’t something that 
I was amazed by. I’m kind of used to it because I’ve 
watched him train and practice.”

As good as Jones is, he’s always looking for ways to 
take a step from good to great. It’s a quality Ehart and 
Caringi praise as one of his best. For Jones right now, 
that involves improving his ball distribution. He wants 
to get the ball to his teammates quicker and with more 
accuracy. As Jones says, that is a big part of being suc-
cessful at his position.

“It’s about angles and judgment and ‘what ifs,’” he 
said. “Everything is a ‘what if.’ That also applies to dis-
tribution as to how accurate you can be and how con-
sistent you can be. All of that applies to my position. 
It’s about safety and accuracy as well as ball speed and 
tempo.”

For what it’s worth, Caringi thinks Jones’ ball dis-
tribution is good, but he does like that Jones is always 
trying to improve himself. It would seem that Jones is 
on a path to an MLS career, but that’s where Caringi 
draws the line ... for now, at least.

“I think I’d have a better indication of that after this 
year,” Caringi said. “I think the MLS is down the road. I 
think, for him, it’s a matter of just really concentrating 
on his grades ... and continue to train. When he’s ready 
for that, I’ll let him know. I still think he can learn more 
in college, and in due time, [MLS] will be there.”

Jones describes himself as a quiet guy on the field. 
He knows he’s a good player, but he allows his actions, 
rather than his words, to do the talking for him. His 
goals for this season are the same as always: work on 
his fitness and nutrition and get better.

“If I can do those things, then that impacts not only 
my play as a person but also the play of the team as 
well,” Jones said. “If I get those down, I’m doing what 
I have to do on my end. I’m holding up my end of the 
bargain.” •
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Quantrell Jones A Big Presence 
In Net For UMBC Men’s Soccer
 Zach Selby
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n a way, Loyola’s Ann Ernst became a 
volleyball star because of engineering. 
The Greyhound senior chose that par-
ticular sport at Whitney Young High 
School in Chicago because the school 
had an air-conditioned court.

Sports like soccer and softball, not so 
much.

The talented Ernst had narrowed it down to just 
softball and volleyball by high school, and air condi-
tioning was a factor in her final decision. 

“It’s not a very exciting story, but it’s true,” Loyola’s 
decorated engineering major said with a laugh.

So, somewhere along the line, the engineers who put 
the cool in her school impacted Ernst’s future. 

“Ha, I never thought of that,” she said.
Ernst, who plays with a heated competitiveness, has 

competing passions at Loyola, where she is helping 
turn the volleyball program around and also studying 
mechanical and materials engineering. 

“I came to Loyola because of the coaching staff,” she 
said of her decision to travel halfway across the country 
to Baltimore. “When I met [head coach] Alija Pittenger, 

I was immediately impressed with her and she has not 
let me down in my time here.”

Ernst, again perhaps befitting a future engineer, sought 
stability. Pittenger had come to Loyola from Fairfield, and 
she talked about putting down roots in Baltimore and re-
building the program like she had at Fairfield. 

“I think the Patriot League is really special,” Ernst 
said. “It’s very impressive, the focus on athletics and on 
academics at the same time. I feel really fortunate to go 
to Loyola where I can have a great degree and a really 
good Division I career.”

The feeling is mutual. Ernst has done nothing but 
heap honor on Greyhound athletics. Ernst, an outside 
hitter, and libero Katie Forsythe were the first Loyola 
volleyball players to earn All-Patriot League honors 
last year for a program that joined the league in 2013. 
Ernst had 411 kills in 115 sets, averaging a career-best 
3.57, which led the Patriot League. Her .192 hitting per-
centage was also a career high.

Additionally, Ernst was named to the Patriot League 
All-Academic Team with a 3.787 grade-point average. 
Along with majoring in engineering, she is working to-
ward a minor in physics innovation and entrepreneur-
ship. All the while, she’s taken 19 credit hours nearly 
every semester.

“Her engineering class load is just insane, and you 
would never know,” Pittenger said. “She comes into 
practice focused on what she’s doing, 100 percent dedi-
cated to volleyball. She does a great job just managing 
everything she has to do for classes and then also when 
she’s on the court.”

But Ernst’s academic performance isn’t an exception 
in Pittenger’s program. All 15 volleyball players made the 
Patriot League Academic Honor Roll last year. The Grey-
hounds’ 3.725 cumulative GPA was the highest in the en-
tire athletic department and earned the squad an Ameri-
can Volleyball Coaches Association award.

“All of my teammates, everyone is very intelligent,” 
Ernst said. “I’m really blessed with the family that I’ve 
made here. We inspire each other to work harder and 
we help each other out.”

Pittenger does see a tie-in with success on the court 
and in the classroom. 

“I think volleyball in general has those high-achiev-
ing players like Ann,” Pittenger said. “The discipline 
that it takes to be a successful student-athlete works 
on the court and off the court. If you’re going to be re-
ally good at something it takes that efficiency with your 
work, that efficiency on the court to keep getting better, 
also that ability to work hard.”

Ernst’s volleyball numbers and her success in the 
classroom are remarkable, and Loyola had a blueprint 
in place to attract students of this caliber. 

“They work very hard here to make sure we’re able 
to pick all the classes we want and not miss a beat in 
practice,” Ernst said. “They see what classes all the 
athletes have that are mandatory before they make our 
practices times.”

As part of her recruiting pitch, Pittenger asks poten-
tial players to think about how they’ll fit in and what 
they want out of the complete college experience. Ernst 
said once the athletes get to Loyola, academic advisers 
help them set their schedules, perhaps taking a bit of 
a lighter load in season, though a light load for Ernst 
isn’t really that light. She said she adapted quickly.

“Once I did it for a year, I kind of got comfortable [with] 
what I needed to do to balance it all. Now, it’s almost easy. 
It has been challenging, but absolutely worth it.”

Ernst comes from a family of engineers, mostly un-
cles and a grandfather. Her family highly recommended 
the pursuit. 

“I was always good at math, and I enjoy the prob-
lem-solving aspect,” she said. “Hopefully I can apply 
that one day and make the world better.”

Ernst considers herself a perfectionist and thinks 
the pursuit of excellence on the court has helped her. 

“Being an athlete my whole life has taught me very 
good time management skills,” Ernst said. “I think the 
demands on our time are easier for me and for a lot of 
my teammates. We have to be successful.”

Ernst is certainly making the Greyhounds more suc-
cessful. When Pittenger took over the program in Janu-
ary 2015, the Greyhounds were coming off a season dur-
ing which they went 2-27 overall and 0-16 in the Patriot 
League. In 2018, Loyola qualified for the Patriot League 
postseason for the first time and posted a 14-16 overall 
record, including a 9-7 mark in the conference.

Ernst was a key reason. She had five matches with 
20 or more kills and 22 with 10 or more.

Beyond air conditioning, Ernst was always drawn to 
the pace of volleyball. 

“There’s always something happening and it’s often 
centralized on errors, as opposed to scoring a point or 
a touchdown or a basket,” Ernst said. “The rally won’t 
end until someone doesn’t do the job. That’s a mental 
barrier you have to overcome. I like that challenge. It 
takes a lot of practice to get good at volleyball.”

Ernst certainly likes a challenge. She thrives in the 
environment, probably because she stays cool. •

Loyola’s Ann Ernst A Cool Customer On 
Volleyball Court ... And In Classroom
 Mike Ashley
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he Sparrows Point girls’ 
soccer team has won six 
consecutive state titles, 
but the Pointers face a 
few challenges during the 
2019 season. 

First, they lost some 
key players from last year, including mid-
fielder Julie Lynch, now at West Virginia. 
Overall, head coach Lori Sexton said they 
lost four starters from the 2018 team that 
finished 16-0 and claimed a sixth straight 
title, which is a state record for any of the 
four classes in the Maryland Public Sec-
ondary Schools Athletic Association. 

But the Pointers won all of those cham-
pionships in Class 1A and the school moves 
up to Class 2A this year. That’s a big chal-
lenge because there will be many tougher 
teams waiting on the horizon. However, 
Sparrows Point did get two pieces of good 
news as three-time defending state cham-
pion River Hill moved up to Class 3A, as 
did Baltimore County rival Hereford. 

Losing some key players and moving up 
a class while trying to keep a state-champi-
onship streak going can be a tough task, but 
Sexton said her players are ready to roll. 

“I definitely think 2A is a harder road,” 
Sexton said. “In 1A, there wasn’t as much 

good competition, but now we’re going to 
see it more often.”

Sexton said pressure from the team’s 
success exists. They know it and feel it, but 
she’s confident this year’s group can come 
together and do big things. 

It just might take some time. 
“You feel the pressure; you wonder 

about 2A,” Sexton said. “People say, ‘Oh, 
now you’re 2A.’ I have confidence that we 
have the ability to do that if we work hard. 
If we work hard and meld as a team, I think 
we can do it.”

The Pointers’ biggest problem comes 
from losing three of their four starting 
midfielders, and Sexton said that’s where 
their game is really powered from, but they 
do have junior Jade Weir back as the lone 
returning starter. Three of the four start-
ers returned on defense, including juniors 
Abby Meadows and Jaimee Hausner. 

Plus, senior goalie Jaddah Foos returns 
to anchor the defense from the back. On 
offense, Alayna Jerome, another senior, re-
turns to start. 

Jerome said the shift to Class 2A will be 
something new for Sparrows Point, but the 
squad will be ready to answer the bell.

“Every season is always a challenge for 
us,” Jerome said. “Moving up to Class 2A 
does put some more pressure and similar 
competitive teams, just like us, to match 

up and play. Plus, there are some new 
teams we have never played before that we 
play against so that will be a challenge.”

Jerome said observers need to remem-
ber the Pointers still return several players 
who either started or played a role in the 
past few championships. Now, they need to 
get the freshmen, who Jerome says are a 
bit nervous, into the mix.

“Most of the girls we have played with us 
the previous year, so we all still work pretty 
well together,” Jerome said. “Everyone on 
the team definitely has the skills and deter-
mination to win against each team we play, 
but we still are slowly getting more com-
fortable with each other [at] each practice 
and scrimmage. We all just have to keep 
putting in the work at practice, and I think 
we’ll be pretty set for the season.”

One of the advantages the Pointers also 
have is that they’ve seen just about every 
situation possible, especially in big-game, 
high-pressure contests. They’ve continu-
ally played well in win-or-go-home games, 
and that’s an advantage. 

Hereford coach Brad Duvall said Spar-
rows Point understands how to win. 

“Their kids play hard and know what it 
is like to win, which makes continuing win-
ning much easier,” he said. 

Joe Lambert was the longtime head 
coach until moving over to the boys’ team 

in 2017. So, for Sexton, this will be her third 
year running the team. She also was an as-
sistant under Lambert and has had a hand 
in five of the six championships. 

It’s not easy to move up a class and win 
a state title, but it’s not an impossible task. 
Last year, Sparrows Point beat Class 4A 
Perry Hall in the regular season (4-3) and 
in the Baltimore County championship 
(1-0 in overtime). Perry Hall won the Class 
4A state crown last season.

The Pointers have won four of the last 
five Baltimore County titles. Sexton said 
moving up a class after spending the last 
six years dominating at another class will 
simply keep her girls more alert all the time. 

“It’s going to keep us up on our toes,” 
Sexton said. “It’s going to keep us moti-
vated and on our toes. We’ll be aware that 
nothing’s a free ride. I’m hoping this gives 
the girls motivation. We’re definitely going 
to be on edge.”

No matter who they play, when they 
play or where they play, the goal remains 
the same for Sparrows Point. This team 
wants a seventh straight state title. 

With six straight state titles, the Pointers 
have already set a record it will take another 
team at least three years to match. Class 
2A River Hill is the only other team with a 
championship streak (three straight years). 

Sexton said last year’s seniors loved 
walking away from their high school ca-
reer with championships each season. This 
year’s group of seniors wants to do what 
last year’s seniors did -- win four state ti-
tles -- and they’re spreading that message 
to the younger players.

“I think it helps because the seniors say, 
‘We really want to get that fourth,’” Sexton 
said. “They’re really motivated. They really 
want to win. Every win that we have will be 
well-earned.” •

 VARSITY REPORT

After Six Straight State Titles, New Challenges 
Loom For Sparrows Point Girls’ Soccer
 Jeff Seidel
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Sparrows Point girls' soccer after winning 1A state title in 2018
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achel Gibson, a senior at 
Southern High School 
who helped recruit new 
players to the school’s 
field hockey program 
during the summer, was 
named the U.S. Army 

Impact Player of the Month.
Gibson was nominated for the honor 

by Bulldogs field hockey coach Cindy 
Gray. A team captain, Gibson organized 
team workouts before the season so the 
squad could hit the ground running and 
better integrate new players into the 
program. 

“She understood the importance in 
the offseason in the summer of really 
welcoming players who were interested 
to help build our program,” Gray said. 
“So she worked hard all summer with 
incoming ninth-graders, telling them to 
invite their friends to help recruit girls 
that then built our numbers.”

Last year, the program had 23 players, 
all of whom played on the varsity level. 
The team went 10-3. This year, the pro-
gram has 29 players, 16 of whom will de-
velop at the junior varsity level. Gibson 
said having a junior varsity team allows 
players to develop by playing in competi-
tive environments rather than watching 
from the bench, which she believes will 
be beneficial in the long run for the indi-
vidual players and the program at large.

“Some players, they might not get 
as much playing time on varsity but JV 
allows you to get all that playing time,” 
Gibson said. “They get more experience 
playing the games so that when they do 
come up to the varsity level, their skills 
are accelerated and they have more field 

vision and field hockey IQ. It’s definitely 
helpful for them to be able to play more.”

Though the program is on the right 
track, the varsity team has just 13 play-
ers this year, meaning that if everyone 
is available to play on game day, all but 
two will be on the field. That has posed 
a challenge, but having a versatile player 
like Gibson around has made game day 
easier for Gray.

Gibson, a defender by trade, is play-
ing three different spots for Southern 
throughout the course of a game this fall.

“Rachel starts on defense and then 
subs in at midfield and subs in at at-
tack,” Gray said. “She’s one of the play-
ers that stepped up and said, ‘Whatever 
my team needs of me, I am willing to do,’ 
and has the mental game play and physi-
cal stamina to be able to do that for us.”

For Gibson, it’s all about putting the 
team first.

“If [my teammates] need a break, I 
feel like I’m there to help everyone out 
and be in every position,” Gibson said. 
“It’s not just about me. It’s about the 
team and it’s about going with what we 
practiced and I want to be there to help 
every step of the way. I personally enjoy 
all the positions.”

In addition to playing field hockey 
this fall, Gibson is also interning at Elite 
Care Physical Therapy in Deale, Md., 
and is considering pursuing physical 
therapy in the future. She’ll attend Ran-
dolph Macon next fall and play lacrosse. 
She made her decision after visiting 
campus and meeting with Yellow Jackets 
head coach MK Geratowski.

“It seems like it was more than play-
ing lacrosse when you went to play la-
crosse there,” Gibson said. “... It’s more 
than playing a sport. It’s having people 

there for you. It’s a whole other family.”

Faith Chmielewski, a senior mid-
fielder on the Westminster High School 
girls’ soccer team, was also named the 
U.S. Army Impact Player of the Month. 
Chmielewski was nominated by Owls 
head coach Dannielle Midkiff, who laud-
ed Chmielewski’s leadership qualities.

“All of last year when she was a ju-
nior and now that she’s a senior, through 
tryouts and everything, she’s just that 
kid who is cheering everybody else on,” 
Midkiff said. “... She’s just constantly 
[picking] everybody else up. She’s got a 
little fun, happy joke if the team looks a 
little down. She really is the spirit of the 
team.”

Midkiff said Chmielewski’s encour-
agement is particularly effective with 
younger players. She highlighted how 
Chmielewski went “beyond the call of 
duty” to make incoming freshmen feel 
comfortable at tryouts this fall by mak-
ing it a point to learn their names rather 
than waiting to connect with them once 
they made a team. 

Chmielewski’s leadership is particu-
larly meaningful considering there are 
just five seniors on the varsity team this 
year.

“For me, I just try to make it where it’s 
not just JV and varsity. It’s us as West-
minster soccer, that we all are together,” 
Chmielewski said. “We’re a huge family, a 
huge team where we can all be friends. I 
think this year we definitely have bond-
ed. The freshmen and the sophomores 
on JV definitely already feel comfortable 
to talk to all of us. I think for me, I just 
try to make everyone feel that they can 
be themselves, that they don’t have to be 
scared of the seniors or be scared to talk 

to us where we all can be friends.”
Chmielewski is heading to Marquette 

next fall and will play lacrosse. Being a 
two-sport athlete helps Chmielewski 
in soccer because she’s so well-condi-
tioned, according to Midkiff, who added 
that lacrosse players tend to move the 
ball effectively once they get on the soc-
cer pitch because of how well they see 
the field.

Chmielewski, a future Division I la-
crosse player, still plays two sports for a 
simple reason: it’s fun.

“Honestly, I’ve been playing soccer 
since I was like 5 years old and lacrosse 
since I was 8, so playing two sports since 
I was very young has always just been 
great for me,” Chmielewski said. “I just 
loved playing sports. It’s honestly a great 
opportunity to meet new people and be 
competitive in a healthy way. It’s just a 
great thing for me that I love to do.”

In addition to soccer and lacrosse, 
Chmielewski has other responsibilities 
to take care of at Westminster, too -- 
she’s in the National Honor Society and 
is handling fundraising duties for her se-
nior class. But then, it’s on to Marquette.

“I’m so excited. I was looking at 
schools and I just went and visited there 
and it felt like home when I got there,” 
Chmielewski said. “They just have such a 
great lacrosse facility and just the whole 
team altogether is awesome, so I’m re-
ally excited to go there next year.” •

To nominate a student-athlete for the 
U.S. Army Impact Player award, visit 

PressBoxOnline.com/Impact.

The Impact Player Of The Month 
is given to an individual who has 

impacted his or her team in a positive 
way, both on and off the field.

SPONSORED CONTENT

  Luke Jackson

Rachel Gibson, Faith Chmielewski Named 
U.S. Army Impact Players Of The Month
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 BASEBALL/SOFTBALL 

BABE RUTH BIRTHPLACE AND MUSEUM
The Babe Ruth Birthplace and Museum is located at 216 
Emory St. in Baltimore, three blocks west of Camden Yards. 
It’s open Monday through Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., until 
the end of September. The museum will stay open until 7 p.m. 
on the days of Orioles home games. Beginning in October, the 
museum will be open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday through 
Sunday. Admission is $10 for adults, $8 for seniors and mili-
tary personnel and $5 for children. Visit baberuthmuseum.org 
for more information. Also consider making a tax-deductible 
donation. To do so, visit baberuthmuseum.org/donate or call 
410-727-1539, ext. 3012.

MUSEUM OF NEGRO LEAGUES BASEBALL 
Visit the Hubert V. Simmons Museum of Negro Leagues 
Baseball in the Owings Mills branch of the Baltimore County 
Public Library. The museum is named after Bert Simmons, 
who played for the Baltimore Elite Giants. The museum is 
open daily, and admission is free. Volunteers are always wel-
come. For more information, visit smnlbinc.org.

 BASKETBALL 

VOLO CITY BASKETBALL
Volo City’s Baltimore basketball leagues run throughout 
the year in neighborhoods including Canton, Federal Hill, 
Mt. Washington and more. Men’s and coed leagues present 
full-court competition in a fast-paced, competitive yet social 
atmosphere. Volo City will provide referees and team shirts. 
Players can register as individuals or as part of a team. Teams 
require at least nine players. For more information and to 
register in a league, visit volocity.org/baltimore/basketball.

 SOCCER/RUGBY/SQUASH

CRAB KICKERS 
Register now for Crab Kickers fall programs. Crab Kickers, 
powered by Mighty Kicks, is a one-of-a-kind soccer program 
developed to provide a dynamic environment where children 
can develop soccer skills, social skills, coordination, confidence 
and self-esteem built on a solid foundation of fun. For more 
information or to register, visit mightykicksbaltimore.com.

SQUASH
SquashWise provides incentives for middle school students 

to excel academically, athletically and socially, as well as the 
opportunity to compete in local and national squash tourna-
ments. No squash experience is necessary to become a tutor. 
Visit baltimoresquashwise.org to make your tax-deductible 
donation. To make equipment donations and/or become a 
volunteer tutor, email Abby Markoe at abbym@baltimor-
esquashwise.org.

RUGBY
The Baltimore-Chesapeake Rugby Football Club, the region’s 
only Division I men’s rugby club, is looking for experienced 
players or those new to the game. For more information, 
email baltimorechesapeakerugby@gmail.com or visit balti-
morerugby.net.

 WALKS/RACES

SEPT. 20 -- CHARM CITY 20 MILER
The Charm City 20 Miler, which runs along the Northern 
Central Trail, begins in Freeland, Md., and finishes at 
Ashland Marketplace. The NCR Trail, a dirt surface, presents 
a way to prepare for a fall marathon. Registration costs $55 
through Sept. 19 and $60 on race day. Capacity for this race 
is 350 runners. To register, visit runsignup.com/Race/MD/
Freeland/CharmCityRun20Miler.

SEPT. 28 -- RACE TO EMBRACE 
INDEPENDENCE
The 11th annual Marian House Race to Embrace Independence 
5K run and 1-mile walk supports Marian House women moving 
from dependence to independence. Proceeds go toward hous-
ing, food, clothing, education, life skills, employability training, 
counseling and other necessary support services for homeless 
women and children. Race day registration begins at 7:30 a.m., 
and the race starts at 9 a.m. The race starts and finishes at 
Baltimore’s Lake Montebello. The run and walk cost $40 after 
Sept. 19. To register, visit runsignup.com/Race/MD/Baltimore/
MarianHouseRacetoEmbraceIndependence5KRunandWalk.

OCT. 6 -- GREATER BALTIMORE KIDNEY 
WALK
The National Kidney Foundation Serving Maryland and 
Delaware will hold its 17th annual Greater Baltimore Kidney 
Walk at The Weinberg Y in Waverly (900 E. 33rd St. in 
Baltimore). More than 5,000 people are expected to partici-
pate. Check in will begin at 9 a.m., and the walk begins at 10 
a.m. Walkers can choose a 1-mile or 3-mile route. To register 
or donate, visit kidneywalk.org.

OCT. 12 -- SHEPPARD PRATT 5K/WALK
The Sheppard Pratt Health System is hosting its sixth 
annual 5K and 1-mile family fun walk at its Towson campus 
to benefit its Patient Care Fund. On-site registration begins 
at 7:30 a.m., the 5K begins at 8:30 a.m. and the walk shortly 
thereafter. The 5K costs $35 for adults until Oct. 11 and $40 
on race day. The walk costs $25 until Oct. 11 and $30 on 
race day. To register, visit runsignup.com/Race/MD/Towson/
SheppardPrattHealthSystemStride5KWalk.

OCT. 26 – KIDSPEACE TRICK-OR-TROT
KidsPeace is hosting its ninth annual 5K run and 1-mile walk for 
kids in foster care. The course runs through the Inner Harbor 
and finishes at the Camden Yards sports complex. Dress up in 
your favorite Halloween costume and enjoy a fun post-race party. 
Gift certificates will be presented for top runners, age group 
winners and best costumes. Registration costs $40. All proceeds 
benefit KidsPeace Foster Care and Community Programs of 
Maryland. The race will start at 8 a.m. To register and find out 
more information, visit kidspeace5k.org/trick-or-trot.

BCRP $5 5K SERIES
Baltimore City Recreation and Parks’ $5 5K series has races 
Oct. 13 (Leakin Park) and Nov. 10 (Herring Run Park). Each 
run is $5. Visit bcrp.baltimorecity.gov/5KSeries for more infor-
mation on the remaining races in the 5K series this year and 
to register for any race.

CHARM CITY RUN XC SERIES 
The Charm City Run kids’ cross-country series includes seven 
races for boys and girls 12 and under. The races are at Loyola 
Blakefield (Sept. 22), Annapolis Towne Centre (Sept. 29), River 
Hill High (Oct. 6), Sparks Elementary (Oct. 13) and a location 
to be determined later (Oct. 20). Registration for each race 
costs $6 ahead of race day and $10 on race day. Registration for 
all seven races costs $35. To register, visit runsignup.com/Race/
MD/Baltimore/CharmCityRunKidsXCSeries.

 OTHER ACTIVITIES

NOV. 2 -- STARS, STRIPES & CHOW: 
CHILI EDITION
The Baltimore Station’s fifth annual Stars, Stripes & Chow: Chili 
Edition, presented by the Baltimore Orioles, will be held at South 
Point in Port Covington from 1-4:30 p.m. The event will feature a 
chili cook-off and more. All proceeds will benefit The Baltimore 
Station, an organization that supports veterans dealing with 
homelessness and substance use. Tickets are $50 for adults and 
$25 for veterans, active duty and first responders. Guests 18 and 
under are free. For more information and to buy tickets, visit bal-
timorestation.org/event/5th-annual-stars-stripes-and-chow.

MARYLAND THUNDER WHEELCHAIR 
LACROSSE FUNDRAISER
The Maryland Thunder Wheelchair Lacrosse team will be partici-
pating in the Baltimore Running Festival Oct. 19. Money raised 
will benefit the Kennedy Krieger Institute’s International Center 
for Spinal Cord Injury, where aggressive, innovative therapies 
help patients with spinal cord injuries recover. In addition, 
funds will support the training needs of individuals with dis-
abilities who participate in the event, through the purchase of 
adapted wheelchairs, training and sports equipment. To donate, 
visit secure3.convio.net/unlock/site/TR?fr_id=1581&pg=entry. For 
more information, email events@kennedykrieger.org.

SPARE LEAGUE
The Special People Are Really Extraordinary (SPARE) 
League is an advanced bowling league for adults ages 18 
and up with special needs. The league kicks off Sept. 17 and 
runs for 10 weeks. Sessions begin at 4 p.m. on Tuesdays at 
Greenmount Bowl in Carroll County. Participation costs $10 a 
week, which covers two games of bowling and shoe rental. For 
more information, visit greenmountbowl.com.

 COMMUNITY BEAT

To submit your event listing to
Community Beat, visit

PressBoxOnline.com/Community
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“Just understanding I’ve got to be ready every single 
second I come on the court and then also ready to 
give 110 percent with my effort the second I step on 
the court. He expected that from us every single time 
and it just got ingrained in myself. That’s the way I 
am not only as a player but as a coach as well. I’m 
just ready to go from the second you get out there.”

“He made us have a no-fear mentality no matter 
what situation we were in, who we were playing. 
We didn’t fear any of that. The players I played with, 
they all had different personalities, but when we got 
on the court we were all one cohesive unit.”

- Former Maryland basketball star Steve Blake Aug. 
22 on what he’s carried with him from Gary Wil-
liams as he starts his own coaching career as an 
assistant with the Phoenix Suns

“It definitely gives you a little bit of a chip on your 
shoulder, kinda feeling like the underdog, almost as 
if you don’t deserve to be here in a sense because 
you weren’t one of the draft picks. The underdog 
story has kinda been part of me before in college. I 
was offered to Cal one day before signing day. I was 
a one- or two-star recruit coming out of high school, 
only had two offers. So it’s kinda been a part of me 
and who I am.” 

- Ravens offensive lineman Patrick Mekari Sept. 3 on 
using his experience as an underdog to help him 
make the roster as an undrafted free agent

“What the Orioles are doing, they’re doing it the 
only way they can. And they’re doing it right and 
people there should be grateful.”

“If you know your team is not good, tell me another 
way. Because I’ve been in this business 50 years. Tell 
me another way that they could do it. As far as I’m 
concerned, there’s not even a doubt about it.”

- Former MLB commissioner Bud Selig Sept. 3 on why 
he has no problem with baseball teams tanking

“I think the first thing that comes to mind when I think 
about running out of that tunnel ... is just the power 
and the impact that I can possibly have on the next 
generation that’s coming up and kids who can stay 
home and make their dream come true right in their 
backyard at the University of Maryland.”

- Maryland linebacker (and Baltimore native) Shaq 
Smith Aug. 29 on transferring home from Clemson 
for his final college season

Listen to Glenn Clark Radio live from
Monday-Friday 10 a.m.-noon

GlennClarkRadio.com
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ive the Baltimore Orioles 
credit. 

Yes, it was a difficult 
season on the field. We all 
knew it would be. It’s all 
part of a process. We can’t 
know with certainty that 
the plan will come to frui-

tion ... well ... ever. There’s a process. There’s 
a plan. We understand that. 

Away from the field, the same organiza-
tion that presented a revolutionary “Kids 
Cheer Free” program to offer totally free 
tickets to kids tried something else that was 
utterly logical and received a tremendous re-
sponse. For September, the Orioles offered 
an “O’s Unlimited” ticket, allowing you to 
attend as many September games as you’d 
like for just $30. It was a popular seller, forc-
ing the team to release more passes to match 
demand. 

The announcement was popular with 

Orioles fans, leading to reactions like “this 
is a great idea” and “I love this” and “but 
seriously, cut Chris Davis already.” But 
then there was the other (predictable) set 
of responses. Those were along the lines of 
“why did you wait until September?” and 
“shouldn’t it be for three dollars?” and “but 
seriously, cut Chris Davis already.”

Such responses were understandable. 
The Orioles just weren’t good this season. 
There were a handful of moments during 
which something even remotely interesting 
or memorable occurred. Tickets were readily 
available for most games (and were available 
for next to nothing on the secondary mar-
ket). So why wouldn’t the team try some sort 
of even more extended experiment like this? 

It’s the same reason why teams don’t just 
give away tickets for free to try to fill up sta-
diums when a small number of tickets were 
actually sold. The tickets themselves must 
have an actual value. 

“We really want to make sure that there 
is a significant value associated with mak-
ing a commitment both early and often 

in terms of people willing to say, ‘Yes, in 
January I’m going to put down my dollars 
for four tickets for 29 games,’” Orioles vice 
president of communications Greg Bader 
told Glenn Clark Radio Sept. 4. “That needs 
to mean something. They’re making a com-
mitment to us, we want to make a commit-
ment to them.” 

It’s a simple concept. If someone knows 
they can get tickets to, say, 40 games in the 
second half of the season for only $30, why 
would they ever purchase season tickets (or 
a “membership plan”) before the season be-
gan? The tickets have to have tangible val-
ue, even if we know the team isn’t very good. 
The ballpark experience has to have an ac-
tual value. That can’t just be consistently 
given away. Well, I guess they COULD be, 
but it would be particularly difficult to run a 
business when you’re just giving away your 
product. 

So that’s the short answer. No, the Ori-
oles couldn’t possibly offer a $30 unlimited 
pass for 2020 to allow you to come to as 
many games as you want throughout the 

season. But that doesn’t mean that they 
shouldn’t continue to try to be creative in 
their thinking. 

Bader says the team is using this offering 
as a bit of an experiment. They’ll collect data 
about how the passes are used. How many 
fans come to a few games just to recoup the 
value of the pass? How many come to every 
game? Could there be a price point in 2020 at 
which they could sell an unlimited pass for, 
say, Wednesday games only? That might be 
the type of offer that could somehow both 
protect the value of the traditional ticket and 
yet also entice fans to get out to the ballpark. 

Or perhaps they could experiment with a 
“guaranteed win” type of promotion that al-
lows all ticket purchasers a guarantee that 
they can come back to as many games as 
necessary until they see the team win. It’s 
likely that 2020 will be another difficult sea-
son for the Birds, and that type of offer could 
protect value yet be a necessary incentive to 
get more fans into the stadium. 

Maybe there could be an extension of the 
“Kids Cheer Free” program that allows fans 
to invite friends (or significant others/loved 
ones) to games for free if they buy a certain 
number of tickets for themselves? These are 
all worthy ideas that don’t sacrifice the value 
of the ticket in the pursuit of driving greater 
interest. 

And of course, winning would be best. 
But we’re either a few years or a “you guys 
aren’t going to believe this, but it turns out 
Adley Rutschman can actually pitch too!” 
revelation away from that. In the meantime, 
maybe Chris Davis could just purchase all of 
the tickets and donate them? •

@PRESSBOXONLINE  |  PRESSBOXSPORTS  |    |  SEPTEMBER 2019  |  37

 THE REALITY CHECK

  Glenn Clark

How Creative Can Orioles Be 
To Attract More Fans In 2020?
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 DIAMOND COMIC PRESENTS:  

RICIG’S WORLD OF SPORTS

THE POP CULTURE AUCTION HOUSE

HAKES.COM
SPORTS MEMORABILIA

& MUCH MORE
OFFERED IN OUR PREMIER

AUCTION EVENTS

CONSIGN
TODAY!

P.O.Box 12001
York, PA 17402
(866) 404-9800



NEW

each
$349

Waffle Sandwiches

Sausage, Egg & Cheese; Scrapple, Egg & Cheese;
Bacon, Egg & Cheese; Chicken, Egg & Cheese or Egg & Cheese 

Limited time offer.




