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In his second season,  

MARYLAND HEAD FOOTBALL  

COACH DJ DURKIN is tapping 

into local talent to build a team 

that can energize the campus 

and surrounding community
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OF THE MONTH

OFF AND RUNNING
DURING MARYLAND'S 63-17 WIN AGAINST TOWSON SEPT. 9, TERPS RUNNING BACK TY JOHNSON RUSHED FOR 124 YARDS AND TWO TOUCHDOWNS ON FIVE CARRIES. 
THROUGH THE FIRST TWO GAMES OF THE SEASON, JOHNSON LEADS THE TERPS WITH 256 RUSHING YARDS, WHICH IS TIED FOR 15TH IN THE NATION.
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ow many times have you 
heard this one: It’s all 
about the starting pitch-
ing. 

But it’s also about 
decision-making and the 
process that defines the 
parameters of what the 

Orioles can and will do this offseason. 
What has doomed the Orioles for large 

stretches of the 2017 season is an almost 
nightly crapshoot of what you will get from 
that game’s starter.

“Crapshoot” is the most apropos way to 
put it, because the overriding image I have of 
Birdland on a night Ubaldo Jimenez or Chris 
Tillman starts is of fans whispering to them-
selves like a crapshooter whispers to the dice, 
“C’mon, daddy needs a new pair of shoes.” It 
really has been that type of season. 

The early September series against the 
New York Yankees at Oriole Park saw that 
dynamic served up by the club’s two most 
important rotation pieces -- Dylan Bundy 
and Kevin Gausman. In the biggest series of 
the year, both of them pitched like kids, not 
grown up adult major league pitchers.

The disappointment aside, both are too 
good too often to give up on now. So how 
about building the rest of the starting staff for 
2018?

That starts with what now seems like one 
easy decision.

Executive vice president of baseball op-
erations Dan Duquette struck gold just be-
fore the start of the season when he acquired 
22-year-old right-hander Miguel Castro.

As of Sept. 11, Castro had pitched to a 2.77 
ERA and 1.102 WHIP over 55.1 innings. The 
6-foot-7 Castro has mostly pitched between 
one and three innings, but the real eye-opener 
may have come against the Detroit Tigers 
Aug. 3, when Castro threw six, one-hit, shut-
out innings. 

Castro will head to Sarasota, Fla., next 
year with a serious chance of being penciled 
into the Orioles’ 2018 rotation.

The next decision is much harder and will 
require a leap of faith by ownership, manage-
ment and fans alike. The Orioles have a $12 
million club option on left-hander Wade Miley 
next season. Considering what it cost to sign 
Jimenez four years ago ($12.5 million per year 
for four years), and what it cost to sign right-
hander Yovani Gallardo in 2016 (an average of 
$11 million for three years), suddenly one year 
of Miley at $12 million sounds more reason-
able than I ever would have imagined.

Without an improvement from Miley, 30,  
in the second half, I wouldn’t have bought 
into this concept. In seven starts since July 
30, Miley has pitched 38.2 innings (an aver-
age of 5.5 per start) to record a 2.79 ERA and 
an acceptable 1.31 WHIP while allowing three 
home runs. 

Now this last piece of the puzzle becomes 
the most difficult, because this starter really 
needs to be the club’s No. 1 guy.

I looked at the top 10 free-agent pitchers 
based on salary in 2017. I won’t bore you with 
all the names. But collectively, from CC Sa-
bathia at $25 million to Yu Darvish at $11 mil-
lion, their average salaries come to $14.9 mil-
lion per year. Most of these, including Jimenez 
at $13.5 million, are descending in their abili-
ties. There could be bargains in this group, 
but all -- except former Oriole Jake Arrieta 
-- come with great risk.

Among that list, the only name I’d have 
serious interest in is Arrieta, who made $15.6 
million this season. The next tier of free-
agents pitchers, who made an average of $8.4 
million, include the likes of Lance Lynn, An-
drew Cashner, Jason Vargas and one interest-
ing name who could resurface, former Oriole 
Miguel Gonzalez at $5.9 million. Much more 
of this group is ascending into and above the 
double-digit (in millions, that is) yearly aver-
age salary neighborhood.

The most attractive pitcher to me is tal-
ented right-hander Alex Cobb, 29, of the Tam-
pa Bay Rays. His salary this year was $4.2 
million. But don’t get fooled into thinking he’d 
come cheaply. According to reports, Tampa 
has twice tried to sign Cobb to lengthy deals 
for first $30 million and then $40 million. 

Cobb turned down both attempts, as the 
Rays tried to throw two team options into the 
deals. Cobb missed all of the 2015 season af-
ter undergoing Tommy John surgery. He also 
missed about 80 percent of the 2016 season, as 
he amassed just 22 innings.

However, Cobb has bounced back nicely in 
2017 and is 11-9 with a 3.59 ERA, as of Sept. 11. 
With the Orioles’ defense behind him, Cobb 
could be a big winner for the Birds. To acquire 
him, it will take a four-to-six-year deal in the 
$16 million-$18 million per year range.

If the O’s want the chance to be better, 
that’s the price. •
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hen the 2017 World Para Swimming 
Championships kick off in Mexico City 
Sept. 30, Timonium, Md., native Becca 
Meyers will again be forced to over-
come challenging circumstances that 
go beyond living with Usher syndrome. 

Meyers’ odds of adding to her al-
ready impressive medal tally are also impacted by liter-
ally being a step behind her competition. 

“When I’m competing and when we step up to the 
blocks to start a race, I’m at a huge disadvantage be-
cause I can’t hear the horn at all,” Meyers said. “So they 
have this thing called a strobe, which they put under 
my block, and it’s a light that goes off. So I watch for 
the light to go off, and then I go. But I’m always like a 

half a second behind, so that’s a huge disadvantage for 
me in competition.”

The Notre Dame Prep alum was born with Type 1 
Usher syndrome. 

“Profound deafness, losing my eyesight to a disease 
called retinitis pigmentosa, and then I have some bal-
ance issues,” Meyers said. 

“Retinitis pigmentosa for me, I have a field vision of 
less than 10 degrees. So think about looking through 
two straws -- that’s how much vision I have right now. 
And then I can’t see in the dark right now. So I have a 
guide dog, Birdie.”

To aid her hearing, Meyers wears cochlear implants. 
But during competition she can’t wear them -- leav-
ing her completely deaf. She competes in the S13 class, 
which is for visually impaired competitors. But those 
competitors aren’t additionally deaf, which is what 
leads to the disadvantage she faces in the block. 

Meyers has been able to overcome the early deficit 
in her races with relative ease during her swimming ca-
reer. She won four gold and three silver medals between 
the 2013 and 2015 para world championships and has 
won six medals (three gold, two silver and one bronze) 
between the 2012 and 2016 Paralympics. 

Meyers, 22, will again compete in the 50-meter free-
style, 100-meter freestyle, 100-meter butterfly, 200-me-
ter individual medley and 400-meter freestyle at worlds. 
She’s spent her whole life adjusting to the difficulties 
of competing with Usher syndrome, and training for 
Mexico City has been no different. 

“I pretty much grew up swimming, so over time 
when my vision has declined -- because I’ve hit a couple 
rough patches in my career -- I’ve always adapted to it,” 
Meyers said. “For example, right now in training I can 
only have three to four people in a lane, and I kind of 
have to know where they are. I have to know who’s first, 
second, third, fourth, going in order.”

It has already been a memorable summer for the 
Baltimore County native. In July she won the ESPY 
Award for Best Female Athlete With A Disability -- as 
voted by fans -- for the second time in three years. 

“It’s such an honor to be recognized against all these 
incredible athletes,” Meyers said. “I’m still in shock, to 
be honest, that I’m up there with my peers. 

“It was a crazy experience. ESPN paid for every-
thing. They flew me first class out there. They put me in 
a suite at the JW Marriott. I had hair and makeup done. 
It was crazy. I got on the red carpet, and I actually hap-
pened to see one of my [North Baltimore Aquatic Club] 
teammates, Michael Phelps. He saw me and Birdie, and 
he came right over. I actually had my ESPY at the time, 
and I knew I had won before the whole show started. So 
he came over and gave me a big hug and congratulated 
me. That was really cool to see Michael, and his wife, 
Nicole, was there. They were very excited to see me and 
Birdie. He loves Birdie, so he was like, ‘Birdie, Birdie, 
Birdie!’”

Birdie plays a major role in Meyers’ life and is always 
present for training. 

“She has a pop-up crate,” Meyers said. “She’ll sit on 
the sidelines. She’ll just curl up; she never really falls 
asleep. She just always has to make sure there’s heads 
moving in the water and she’s fine. She always has to 
see heads popping out of the water or else she gets a 
little concerned.”

As Meyers likely adds to her medal count at the 
world championships, she’ll also be adding to the domi-
nance of the Baltimore swimming community. 

“It’s amazing to be a part of it,” Meyers said. “I’m 
still in shock that I’m a part of it because I always ad-
mired Michael and Beth Botsford and all of the greats 
that came out of the North Baltimore Aquatic Club. I 
was like, ‘Wow, I want to be like that one day!’ To be 
a part of this culture and this dominant group is just 
amazing.”

-- Glenn Clark

Hall Of Fame Bowler 
Danny Wiseman Raises 
Scholarship Money For 
Youth Bowlers

Danny Wiseman is passionate about giving back to 
the sport that made him famous. 

Enshrined in the Professional Bowling Association 
Hall of Fame and winner of 12 PBA titles, the Dundalk, 
Md., native has generated more than $90,000 in col-
lege scholarship money for area youth bowlers during 
the past five years. His annual two-day tournament in 
October is the largest in the Mid-Atlantic region, and 
$25,000 will be given away this year at the event being 
held at AMF Country Club Lanes in Dundalk. 

“It means a lot to me,” Wiseman said. “Hosting and 
working for four months on this event each year is my 
way of giving back to the youth bowlers and to the fu-
ture of our sport. My sponsors deserve a lot of credit 
-- especially Charis Contractors LLC, who’ve been with 
me from the beginning.” 

The sixth annual Danny Wiseman Youth Scholar-
ship Tournament is a two-day event, beginning Oct. 7 
with the qualifying rounds. The top 32 bowlers in each 
division will then enter the double-elimination finals 
round Oct. 8. The tournament will be held at the AMF 
Country Club Lanes in Dundalk. 

“It’s an all-day affair, both days,” he said. 
At press time, more than 235 players have signed up 

for 342 available tournament spaces, according to Wise-
man’s fan page on Facebook. Tournament information 
can also be found there. 

“Last year, 240 was the max, and my guess is that 
we’ll get 300,” Wiseman said.

This year’s tournament is in association with the 
Pennsylvania Junior Bowlers Tour, and the organiza-
tion will be handling all scholarships through their 
MAPS financial system. 

“Bowlers earn scholarship money and a junior bowl-
er’s account is created,” Wiseman said. “They can use 
the money for books or anything to do with their edu-
cation.”

In the under-20 tournament, there will be a scratch 
division and a handicap division for more advanced 
players. There will be three squads with 114 bowlers in 
each.

“It’s just kids,” he said. “There will be 5-, 6- and 
7-year-olds as well as college-age bowlers. A whole va-
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Notre Dame Prep Alum Becca 
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riety of levels.”
Wiseman became a Hall of Fame professional bowler 

through hard work and a desire to be the best. 
“I didn’t go to college, I went on the pro bowling 

tour,” said Wiseman, 49. “I started bowling duckpins 
when I was 5 or 6 at East Point [in Dundalk]. Then I 
went over to Fair Lanes Dundalk with the bigger balls. I 
cleaned lanes with a Lino-Duster and oiled them down 
all for the chance to bowl for two hours.”

From there, Wiseman won enough tournaments to 
join the pro tour.

“I got my ass handed to me in the late ‘80s,” he said, 
referring to his early days on tour. “I was like a Single-
A ballplayer among major leaguers. It’s not like today 
with the internet. ... I worked beside the legends. I took 
what I saw and created a physical game. I became a 
better technician.”

Wiseman said bowling is focused on micro details, 
and you can learn the tricks on the internet -- some-
thing he couldn’t do in the 1980s.

Wiseman, who developed a persona in the 1990s with 
a mullet and a shirt with flames on it, has seen the 
sport evolve over the years. Now, more collegiate bowl-
ing programs are cropping up.

“I was into heavy metal music and wore the flame 
shirts,” he said. “People ask me, ‘Where’s your flame 
shirt?’ I tell them to get one on the website. It’s not 
about me anymore. With more collegiate bowling pro-
grams, kids have something to go for. Players are faster 
and stronger. They are the future.”

Wiseman’s advice to tournament-bound youth bowl-
ers: “You are going to fail more times than you are going 
to succeed. Don’t expect to win. Figure out a way to win.”

-- Dean Smith

  FRONT ROW
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2016 scholarship winners Ryan Graham of Lancaster, Pa., and Andrew Thorne Jr. of Washington, D.C.
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If you weren’t playing baseball what would you be doing for a 
living?
Professional hockey, without question. Or I’d have my own painting show 

like Bob Ross. Maybe broadcasting. Or managing. Drummer in a Rush tribute band. I 
have a lot of interests, so I have options.

You’re obviously a Rush fan, so what’s your favorite Rush album?
I’d have to cheat and say “Chronicles” [a “best of” compilation]. 
Otherwise “Grace Under Pressure” is probably my favorite.

What is your all-time favorite movie?
I’m obsessed with movies. There’s so many good movies out there. I’ll go 
with “Forrest Gump.”

What’s your favorite thing about Baltimore?
I like the fact that the fans, when you get going really good, they really 
rally behind you and will stay with you. They’ll do whatever it takes to 

get into the stadium to root as loud as they can. Some of those home playoff games 
were some of the most exciting sporting events I’ve been to, so I was really excited 
to be a part of that, and the fans in Baltimore made that happen.

What’s your favorite “cheat” food?
Being a skinny catcher, I have the opposite problem. I have to continue 
to put weight on, so every food I eat is kind of a cheat food. I like 

McDonald’s. I like Taco Bell. Kentucky Fried Chicken. Any fast food joint, I’ll eat it.

Do you have any hidden talents?
I got tons. A lot of the fans know I can impersonate and play drums, but 
I don’t think a lot of people know that I can sing a falsetto opera voice. 

Only my teammates really know that.

What’s the best impression you do?
A lot of my best ones are visual. I can impersonate just about anything 
or anybody, but a couple years ago I got in a little bit of trouble 

impersonating some staff members. My best are probably a couple of the staff 
members, but those are for the talent show only.

What’s something that everyone’s obsessed with but you just 
don’t get?
Emojis. I don’t use those. Never have. Never will. I understand it, but it 

seems silly to me.

What’s your favorite thing to do in the offseason?
I like duck hunting. I like playing my drums. I really like spending time 
with my family. And playing other sports.

What is the most annoying or dumbest question you’ve ever 
been asked by a member of the media?
One time a reporter asked me if I knew what the secret was behind 

why certain pitchers pitched well one day and not the other. If I knew that, I would’ve 
told [them] a long time ago. I’m just a catcher; I’m not even a pitcher. It would be like 
asking me, “How does Mark Trumbo hit home runs?” I don’t know. I’m just watching 
just like you are. I wish I knew. (laughs)

10 Questions With
Orioles Catcher Caleb Joseph

By Kevin Eck
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rom his vantage point at the back end 
of the Ravens’ defense, safety Eric Wed-
dle can easily see how the Ravens have 
invested in the secondary this year. 

Alongside him is safety Tony Jef-
ferson, the five-year veteran who was 
signed to a four-year, $36 million deal 

just as free agency began. Starting at cornerback is for-
mer first-round pick Jimmy Smith and veteran Bran-
don Carr, who signed a four-year, $24 million deal (al-
though three of those are option years). 

And the top reserve cornerback is rookie Marlon 
Humphrey, the Ravens’ first pick in this year’s draft. 

“We have gone after a portion of our team, the back 
end, the secondary, with a vengeance,” head coach 
John Harbaugh said the night Humphrey was drafted. 
“I think we have done a great job as an organization in 
terms of getting that done.”

Indeed, that is a lot of capital and investment tied 
up in the secondary, but Weddle and others said they 
welcome the pressure and expectation that come with 
that.

“We feel ... we can be one of the best units in this 
league,” Weddle said after a training camp practice. 
“And we have to be. We feel if we play great week in 
and week out, we’ll have a great chance to win. If not, if 
we have a slip-up, then we’ll probably lose. That’s our 
mindset, and we love the pressure. ... We want all that. 
We want to be on the field to win the games.”

Smith said Weddle is “absolutely right. ... I’m a cor-
nerback, so I’m on an island. I line up, and there’s noth-
ing but pressure at all times.” But, he added, “If we do 
well in the back end, we’re going to win a lot of games.”

The prevailing wisdom is that the Ravens will go as 
far as their defense and kicker Justin Tucker’s leg can 
take them this season. 

The offense entered the season awash in questions, 
as quarterback Joe Flacco missed the entire preseason 
with a back injury, and receiver Breshad Perriman 
(hamstring), running back Danny Woodhead (ham-
string) and starting left tackle Ronnie Stanley (undis-
closed) missed extended time as well. 

The defense, meanwhile, not only invested heavily 
in the secondary, but the team also re-signed defen-
sive tackle Brandon Williams to a whopping five-year,  
$54 million deal and selected defensive players with 
their first four picks of the draft.

“Our offense is going to carry us at times, I’m sure,” 
Smith said, “but obviously ... we rely on our defense be-
cause we know that we have a strong defense, and we 
put a lot of money into it, even in the draft this year. So 
that unit especially has to step up.

“We’re trying to get back to the roots of what the 
Ravens have been over the years, and it’s been the de-
fense.”

Smith has played just one full season during the past 
three years, missing eight games in 2014 with a foot in-
jury and then missing five games last season with back 
and ankle injuries. He entered 2017 as healthy as he has 

in several years, participating throughout the spring 
OTAs and minicamps. 

Smith’s absence last year was glaring, and it exposed 
the Ravens’ need for additional depth in the secondary.

Against the New York Giants in Week 6, Smith held 
receiver Odell Beckham Jr. to one catch for 6 yards in 
the first half, but after Smith left with a concussion, 
Beckham torched the Ravens for 216 yards and a pair 
of second-half touchdowns during a 27-23 Giants win. 

Smith missed the Christmas Day game at Pitts-
burgh, when receiver Antonio Brown lunged across the 
goal line with nine seconds remaining for a 31-27 Steel-
ers win that knocked the Ravens out of playoff con-
tention. The Steelers scored three times in the fourth 
quarter during that game, driving 75 yards in 10 plays 
during the final 90 seconds for the game-winning score. 

Clearly, that loss still stung months later, and it 
might have gone a long way toward shaping the Ravens’ 
offseason priorities.

“I don’t think anybody would have expected Pitts-
burgh to put up 21 points on us in the fourth quarter 
after that defense held them to 10 for three quarters,” 
owner Steve Biscotti said at the team’s season-ending 
news conference, noting the Ravens’ defense had been 
ranked No. 1 for much of the season before it “col-
lapsed” during the final month of the season. 

“We have two teams at least [in the AFC North] -- 
Cincinnati and Pittsburgh -- that put great receivers 
on the field against you, and you have to match that 
talent, talent for talent,” Harbaugh said after the team 
used their first-round pick on Humphrey. “... You have 
to match strength for strength, and I think we have 
done that with this pick, and it gives us a chance to get 
out there in the fourth quarter, in two-minute, and do 
the things we need to do to finish games.”

Carr is viewed as an upgrade over Shareece Wright, 
who was let go one year into a three-year deal, and Jef-
ferson is seen as an upgrade over veteran Lardarius 
Webb, who was expected to move into a reserve role. 
Carr is also durable -- he entered the season with a 
streak of 144 consecutive starts, the longest active 
streak in the NFL among defensive players.

The importance of depth has already been made 
clear as the Ravens’ secondary suffered a pair of seri-
ous injuries during the summer. Promising slot corner 
Tavon Young was lost for the season with a torn ACL, 
and second-year defensive back Maurice Canady also 
suffered a knee injury. Canady was on the original 53-
man roster before being moved to injured reserve, mak-
ing him eligible to return later in the season.

In light of those injuries, Webb took over as the start-
ing slot corner, and the Ravens have versatile Anthony 
Levine subbing in as well. 

With that starting group plus Webb and Levine, the 
Ravens boast 42 years of experience in the secondary, 
with a first-round rookie waiting on the sideline. 

“When you have a group like we have, on paper, it’s 
expected that you go out there and dominate,” Jeffer-
son said. “That’s what we want, that’s what we strive 
for each day, even at practice, even in meetings. Let’s 
be professional, and let’s be the best at what we do.” •

 RAVENS REPORT

Experienced Ravens Defense 
Looking To Dominate In 2017 
  Bo Smolka  
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“...best fast-food
fried chicken...”

World-Famous Chicken

- Food & Wine Magazine
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veryone wants to win 
the big one.

That’s the World Se-
ries of Poker Main Event 
if your preference is 
games of skill. Or the pro-
gressive lotteries when 

they hit nine figures if you’re OK with sheer 
luck.

In daily fantasy football -- which we 
like to think is one of those games of skill 
-- a big one is the DraftKings $12 million 
Fantasy Football World Championship. 
The championship tournament is sched-
uled for Dec. 17, that’s Week 15 of the 
NFL season, in Miami.

For the championship, there will be 
200 entries competing for the $2 million 
first-place prize. The rest of the prize 
pool will be distributed among the other 
199 entries, according to finish.

What has always distinguished these 
grand finale tournaments is that while 
daily fantasy sports is mainly an online 
experience, the championship events are 
live and in-person.

You get to go to an actual place; this 
year, that’s scheduled to be Miami.

The finalists get a four-night stay in a 
fancy hotel and an allowance for trans-
portation. There’s usually a night-be-
fore party for the competitors and their 
guests, and on championship day, every-
one gathers in the same room watching 
the games unfold on big-screen TVs, yell-
ing and cheering and probably swearing.

And at the end, there is the big card-
board check with all those zeroes on it.

So how do you get there?

You have to earn your way into the 
DraftKings championship, usually by 
winning a qualifying tournament.

Before the NFL season began, Draft-
Kings announced there would be eight 
opportunities to qualify for its daily 
fantasy football championship between 
Weeks 1 and 14 of the NFL season.

What we learned from the Week 1 
schedule of qualifiers was that there 
were nine individual qualifier contests 
in which DFS players could enter in or-
der to get to Miami. The entry fees had 
a huge range -- from $5 and $6, to $33, all 
the way up to $150, $400, $850, $1,200 and 
even $5,300 (two of those). Obviously, 
the cheaper the entry fee, the more com-
petition you’ll be facing.

In each of those nine contests, only the 
winner got a golden ticket to the champi-
onship in Miami. The value of the whole 
package is estimated at about $66,000.

Be advised that after the top prize 
was doled out to the winners in the Week 
1 qualifiers, the rest of the payout struc-
ture dropped dramatically. For instance, 
the $33 entry fee tournament was accept-
ing a maximum of 2,589 entrants, and 
after the winner was awarded the esti-
mated $66,000 package, the second-place 
finisher was scheduled to get $1,000.

So if you get into these qualifiers, un-
derstand that you are really reaching for 
a brass ring and that you’re mostly fund-
ing the winner’s trip.

Another road to the live championship, 
albeit with more steps, is through so-
called satellite tournaments. Satellite en-
try fees are at less expensive price points 
and typically feature fewer competitors, 
but the payoff is a ticket into a subsequent 

qualifier tournament, which you also have 
to win to get to the big dance.

It is possible to earn more than one 
entry in the 200-entrant championship 
field, but an individual player is capped 
at eight entries.

The championship in Miami isn’t the 
only live-experience tournament DraftKings  
is offering. There’s a $1 million King of 
the Beach tournament being held in Key 
West Dec. 3 (Week 13 of the NFL sea-
son). The first-round of qualifying tour-
naments runs through the NFL’s Week 
10 with 180 entrants earning their way 
into an online event that pares the field 
to 50 on Week 11. The holders of those 
50 entries head to Key West for the live 
tournament with the winner earning 
$100,000, and $900,000 distributed to the 
rest of the field.

FanDuel, the other major daily fanta-
sy website, is also planning a live cham-
pionship event sometime toward the end 
of the NFL season, as it has in the past, 

according to a spokeswoman. However, 
details were not available before Week 1.

FantasyDraft, one of the smaller DFS 
websites, has scheduled a live-event 
championship called the Carolina Million 
Dec. 10 (Week 14 of the NFL season) with 
12 finalists vying for a $1 million prize 
pool with the winner earning $200,000. 
The event will be in Charlotte, N.C. The 
qualifier entry fees escalate from week 
to week from a starting point that was 
$55 on Week 1 to $777 on Week 5. Satel-
lite tournaments that get a player into a 
subsequent week’s qualifier tournament 
had cheaper entry fees. The qualifier 
tournament structure for Weeks 6-12 was 
to-be-announced.

In a hurry? FanDuel is introducing a 
format for participants who don’t want 
to spend too much time putting together 
the puzzle pieces of a fantasy football 
lineup within a salary cap.

FanDuel’s “NFL Mini Unlimited” for-
mat requires participants pick just five 
players, basically without salary con-
straints. You select five players: one 
quarterback, two running backs and two 
wide receivers.

That’s it.
You could have five Pro Bowl players 

if you want.
The challenge? Well, everyone is going 

to have mostly Pro Bowl players, but to 
win big, it seems you’ll need to have one 
or two players who have a surprise big 
game. •

 MARYLAND
GAMING

  Bill Ordine

Big-Time Championships Highlight 
Daily Fantasy Football Season
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  THE 15

With the return of football this month came 
the return of Baltimore’s second favorite pas-
time. Well, maybe, the city’s third favorite pas-
time. I’m actually fairly certain calling for the 
offensive coordinator to get fired is No. 2 on the 
list. But tailgating is the pastime I’m referring 
to, and with thousands of fans participating 
every weekend at Ravens, Maryland, Navy and 
Towson football games, there are no shortage 
of traditions that make every tailgate unique. 

The coolest tradition I heard about was from 
PressBox reader and Glenn Clark Radio lis-
tener Timothy Fisher. The Bel Air, Md., resi-
dent told me “for the Ravens tailgates, we al-
ways make the food the opposing team’s city 
is famous for. Except for Pittsburgh, because 
[forget] Pittsburgh.” OK, he didn’t say “forget.” 
But you get the idea. 

So for The 15 this month, with the aid of 
Fisher, we’re going to help you spice up your 
tailgates this fall by adding some road-city flair 
to the menu. (We left out games that were es-
sentially duplicates. Maryland is playing Mich-
igan at home, but the Ravens are also playing 
the Detroit Lions.)

 

 SEPT. 17 
RAVENS VS. CLEVELAND BROWNS
Cleveland is well known for being the home to de-

licious Polish food. So perhaps for the Ravens’ home opener 
it’s worth throwing some pierogies or cabbage rolls (ga-

lumpkis) into the mix for your tailgate. Or if you have the 

misfortune of actually having a Browns fan attending your 

tailgate, you could just serve them dog food. That might 

seem mean-spirited, but they knowingly choose to watch 

Cleveland Browns football, so they certainly don’t mind 

consuming garbage. 

 SEPT. 23
MARYLAND VS. UNIVERSITY OF 
CENTRAL FLORIDA

Orlando might not be known for unique food options, but if 

you’re adventurous, this could be a fun week. Bring a deep 

fryer to your tailgate in College Park, Md., and stop by a 

local seafood shop that sells alligator meat. Fried alliga-

tor balls might not be the most popular item on the table 

when the day starts, but after about an hour of drinking 

you can enjoy having your friends tell you how much they 

like “those little chicken balls” you cooked up.

 SEPT. 30
TOWSON VS. VILLANOVA
It would be far too obvious to suggest that you 

should make cheesesteaks when the Tigers host their Phila-

delphia rivals. It would also be incorrect. If you really want to 

serve a delicious Philadelphia treat, try roast pork instead. 

You’ll need to stock up on provolone cheese and hoagie rolls 

that week as well. If all else fails, just run to the store and buy 

like 100 boxes of Tastykakes. You can’t go wrong. 

OCT. 1
RAVENS VS. PITTSBURGH STEELERS
There’s nothing special about Pittsburgh’s fa-

mous Primanti Bros. sandwich. It’s just a sandwich with 

French fries on it. So in honor of the laziness that the 
folks in the Steel City believe to be a culinary accomplish-
ment, just take whatever it is that you’d regularly make 
for your tailgate and throw French fries on it. Burgers, 
sausages, jambalaya, strawberry rhubarb pie, whatever. 
Toss some fries on top. You didn’t actually create any-

thing, but in Pittsburgh you’d be the most accomplished 

chef alive. 

OCT. 7
NAVY VS. AIR FORCE
If you didn’t know, the Air Force Academy is lo-

cated in Colorado Springs, Col. If you hate your friends, 

you can make the Mile High specialty known as Rocky 

Mountain oysters. But if you’re not into cooking bull tes-

ticles, perhaps just using bison meat for the week would 

suffice. 

OCT. 14
TOWSON VS. RICHMOND
Richmond’s best-known food may be seafood, 

not dissimilar to what you can get in Baltimore. But if you 

want to be adventurous for the Tigers game against the 

Spiders, you have two choices. One, you could eat actual 

frickin’ spiders. It’s a horrendous idea, but The 15 isn’t here 

to judge. Perhaps instead you could just go with a delicious 

Virginia ham. But if you’re hardcore, by all means, actual 

spiders work. 

OCT. 15
RAVENS VS. CHICAGO BEARS
It’s probably a little difficult to do deep-dish 

pizza for a tailgate. You know what isn’t difficult? Making 

enough Polish sausages that you could invite the cast of 
Bill Swerski’s Superfans to your tailgate before the Ravens 
beat down Da Bears. Chicago-style hot dogs or Italian beef 
sandwiches would also work. 

OCT. 26
RAVENS VS. MIAMI DOLPHINS
While the obvious choice here is the Cuban sand-

wich (it’s pork with a side of pork, so what isn’t there to like?), 
perhaps you find it taxing to get a Panini press to a tailgate 
party. If that’s the case, Fisher says Cuban-spiced chicken 
thighs with chorizo and rice would be just fine instead. 

OCT. 28
TOWSON VS. DELAWARE
I do not understand for the life of me what scrap-

ple is or why there is any appeal at all. But in Delaware 
they have a whole frickin’ festival to celebrate the meat (is 
it a meat?) every year. So, I guess, do that. Or just get like 
100 Grotto pizzas. If you’re inviting me, do that. 

NOV. 11
NAVY VS. SMU
Perhaps you prefer Memphis or Kansas City 

ribs, but if you make a boatload of Dallas-style ribs there 
won’t be a single friend who complains before the Mid-
shipmen battle the Mustangs.  

 NOV. 18
TOWSON VS. RHODE ISLAND
The answer, of course, would be clam chowder 

or lobster rolls. Or lobster rolls dipped in clam chowder. 
Or clam chowder-stuffed lobster rolls. Or lobster rolls de-
constructed and then mixed into clam chowder. It doesn’t 
really matter how you do this because it’s going to be cold 
Nov. 18 and this is going to be delicious. Let me know 
where you’re tailgating. 

NOV. 27
RAVENS VS. HOUSTON TEXANS
As Fisher will tell you, the obvious answer here 

is barbecue brisket. But he also suggests you Google the 
concept of “Texmanese” crawfish and give it a try. It’s es-
sentially a Texas take on a Vietnamese crawfish boil, and 

while that sentence doesn’t fully make sense, I’m already 
preparing a bib. 

DEC. 3
RAVENS VS. DETROIT LIONS
Here’s something inexplicable: If you attempt 

to search the internet to discover what food is the most 

popular and unique to Detroit, the answer that repeat-

edly comes up is ... the Coney dog. There’s apparently a 

whole turf war there between places called “American Co-

ney Island” and “Lafayette Coney Island” regarding whose 

is best. I haven’t spent enough time in the Motor City to 

weigh in with authority on the topic, but I can’t imagine 

anyone complaining about Coney dogs at a tailgate party. 

DEC. 23
RAVENS VS. INDIANAPOLIS COLTS
I’d be all for my friends attempting to re-create the 

famous spicy shrimp cocktail from St. Elmo Steak House, 

but I’m not sure I’d want to be caught crying at a tailgate 

party. (No, really, it’s that spicy.) Instead, maybe just some 

sugar cream pie will do. I have no idea why sugar cream pie 

is a thing, but it sounds like a concept I’d support. 

 
DEC. 31 
RAVENS VS. CINCINNATI BENGALS
Yes, of course, the answer is chili. So maybe just 

make sure your tailgate is a little closer to a bathroom on 
New Year’s Eve. •

ROAD-CITY FARE 
FOR TAILGATES

[ by glenn clark  |  pressbox is available every month on the 15th  ]
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as head football coach at the University 
of Maryland Dec. 2, 2015, he quickly got to 
work immersing himself in the local foot-
ball community, which included a school 
just south of College Park, Md., that pro-
duces some of the best talent in the area 
year in and year out.

Three seniors from the DeMatha Cath-
olic High School football team in Hyatts-
ville, Md., were already committed to the 
Terps at the time of Durkin’s hiring: run-
ning back Lorenzo Harrison, defensive 
back Tino Ellis and wide receiver D.J. 
Turner. All three ended up staying on 
board, but Durkin wanted another Stag 
for his 2016 class: 6-foot-3, 300-plus-pound 
offensive guard Terrance Davis, one of the 
best players in the state and exactly the 
type of talented lineman Maryland needed 
in order to compete at the line of scrim-
mage in the Big Ten.

But it wasn’t just the offensive line 
where the Terps needed immediate help, 
it was everywhere, given Maryland went 
3-9 under Randy Edsall and interim head 
coach Mike Locksley in 2015. The Terps 
were set to face another difficult schedule 
in 2016 and likely in the years to follow. Re-
cruiting at a high level, particularly locally, 
would be the key to winning in the Big Ten 
East. As such, Davis’ recruitment was a 
key starting point.  

Davis knew of Durkin from when he was 
being recruited by Michigan, where Durkin 
was the defensive coordinator before com-
ing to Maryland. Davis was also recruited 
by Maryland’s previous coaching staff and 
had the Terps among his top five schools 
before Durkin arrived. Soon, however, 
Maryland would be Davis’ only school. Da-
vis and his mother met with Durkin in his 
College Park office not long after the coach 
was hired.

“That was my first time meeting him 
face-to-face with a sit-down meeting, so 
his energy was the first time I ever got to 
experience it,” Davis said. “And his vision 
for the program was unmatched. It was re-
ally inspiring and something that really led 
to my decision.”

Durkin, according to Davis, talked 
about “mainly just making this your home; 
being that I’m from Maryland, making this 
a staple in college football. Getting a great 
education and basically just making it a 
movement of all the great guys from this 
area to just stay home and produce and 
make Maryland the staple in the Big Ten 
and win national championships.”

Durkin was the main recruiter on Davis, 
but offensive coordinator Walt Bell, who 
was hired in December 2015, also chipped 
in. Davis said the “genuine care” Durkin 
and Bell have for their players was some-
thing he sensed “right off the bat.” 

Davis committed to Maryland during 
the Under Armour All-America Game Jan. 
2, 2016 and signed with the Terps the fol-
lowing month. 

Davis said he and his DeMatha team-
mates had long discussed teaming up at 
Maryland once Harrison, Davis’ cousin, 

committed to the Terps in September 2014, 
and it eventually became a reality. For 
Durkin, Davis was not only an important 
commitment -- Davis started nine games 
at right guard as a freshman in 2016 -- but 
a harbinger of things to come the following 
year, when Durkin signed a 28-player re-
cruiting class, 17 of whom were from Wash-
ington, D.C., Maryland or Virginia, includ-
ing two from DeMatha.

“My vision is the team out there on that 
field competing for championships with a 
stadium full of people that have a vested 
interest in what’s going on because they’re 
their brother, their cousin, their aunt, their 
uncle, their grandmother or high school 
coach or friend of the players out there be-
cause this is our stadium, our community,” 
Durkin said. “It’s building a community 
here at the stadium and putting our area 
on the map nationally the way it’s sup-
posed to be. When we win a championship 
here with a large majority of our guys from 
here, it will finally validate our area for the 
talent we have the way it should be.”

Daniel John Durkin, a 39-year-old 
Youngstown, Ohio, native, was a productive 
edge player for Bowling Green’s defense 
from 1997-2000 and was a team captain for 
two of those seasons. He was a graduate 
assistant under Urban Meyer at Bowling 
Green from 2001-2002, held the same role at 
Notre Dame from 2003-2004 and returned to 
Bowling Green as a coach from 2005-2006.

Durkin then coordinated special teams 
and coached defensive ends under Jim 
Harbaugh at Stanford from 2007-2009. 
He was hired by Meyer in 2010 to coordi-
nate special teams and coach linebackers 
at Florida, and he remained at the school 
after Meyer left, eventually becoming the 
defensive coordinator. Durkin was hired by 
Harbaugh to be Michigan’s defensive coor-
dinator in 2015.

Durkin inherited the Terps with a repu-
tation as an excellent defensive mind -- his 
Florida and Michigan defenses ranked 
among the best in the nation -- and as an 
energetic recruiter; he was named Recruit-
er of the Year by Rivals.com in 2012. He 
needed both skills in taking over Maryland, 
which went 67-81 from 2004-2015 after a 31-8 
mark from 2001-2003.

One of Durkin’s first priorities was 
building on Maryland’s 2016 recruiting 
class. Five-star linebacker Keandre Jones 
(Good Counsel) and four-star quarterback 
Dwayne Haskins (Bullis) both flipped to 
Ohio State, but other key recruits such as 
Harrison, Turner, Ellis and running back 
Jake Funk (Damascus) signed with Mary-
land. 

With just two months until signing day 
in February 2016, Durkin and his newly 
hired staff used their connections -- espe-
cially at high schools in the southeastern 
U.S. -- to fill out their recruiting class and 
give the Terps a much-needed injection of 
talent for the 2016 season. The staff secured 
commitments from defensive backs Ant-
waine Richardson, Qwuantrezz Knight and 
twins Elijah and Elisha Daniels, all of whom 
are from Florida. Other commits from that 

part of the country included quarterback 
Tyrrell Pigrome (Alabama), tight end Noah 
Barnes (Alabama) and linebacker Brett 
Shepherd (Georgia).

“Not only myself, but other guys on the 
staff have a lot of ties with people down 
there,” Durkin said. “So you as a high 
school coach, you have young men in your 
program that, obviously, you really care 
about and you want to make sure they’re 
well taken care of … if there’s somebody you 
have a relationship with and you trust as a 
person and as a coach, you’re naturally go-
ing to -- not maybe steer them in that direc-
tion -- but just say, ‘Hey, listen, this might 
be a good place for you to look at. I know 
this guy there. He’ll treat you well. You can 
tell mom and dad I know this person, they’ll 
be in good hands.’”

Not only does Durkin’s staff have con-
nections in the southeast, but they are also 
highly connected in Washington, Maryland 
and Virginia. The Terps’ 2017 class included 
a number of high-profile prospects from 
area schools, including running back An-
thony McFarland and offensive lineman 
Marcus Minor (both out of DeMatha), 
quarterback Kasim Hill and defensive line-
man Cam Spence (both from St. John’s in 
D.C.), cornerback Deon Jones (Potomac) 
and offensive lineman Jordan McNair (Mc-
Donogh).

“These guys were national players,” said 
Adam Friedman, Mid-Atlantic recruiting 
analyst for Rivals.com. “Teams from coast 
to coast wanted these guys.”

Durkin’s staff is filled with coaches with 
local ties. Defensive backs coach Aazar 
Abdul-Rahim, a D.C. native, was the head 
coach at Friendship Collegiate Academy 
starting in 2004 and won 62 games there. 
Assistant head coach and wide receivers 
coach Chris Beatty, a native of Centreville, 
Va., was an assistant at Virginia in 2015 and 
West Virginia from 2008-2010. Linebackers 
coach Matt Barnes is a Frederick, Md., na-
tive and played football at Salisbury. Offen-
sive line coach Tyler Bowen played football 
at Maryland and was the tight ends coach 
at Towson in 2013. 

“They’re looking across the East Coast 
and a little bit of the South, but their bread 
and butter is establishing those relation-
ships in the DMV,” said Ahmed Ghafir, 
football recruiting beat writer for Inside 
Maryland Sports. “It’s a hotbed. It’s one of 
the best areas in the country, if not the best, 
when it comes to producing talent.”

Forming relationships with prospects, 
according to Durkin, is “really, at the end 
of the day, what it’s all about,” though the 
approach to doing so is different with each 
athlete. Durkin said some prospects “crave 
the attention” and “if you’re not hitting 
them up daily, then you know you’ve got 
no chance,” while college coaches can hurt 
their chances with other prospects “by ev-
ery day texting them or hitting them up, 
because they don’t want to hear it.” (There 
are no NCAA restrictions on texting after 
Sept. 1 of a prospect’s junior year of high 
school.)

Still, the Terps have a number of advan-

tages with local prospects. Prospects can 
visit College Park frequently since they live 
close by, and Durkin says “the more guys 
are here, I think the better opportunity we 
have to have them join our program.” 

McDonogh head coach Dom Damico -- 
who’s been the Eagles’ coach for 24 years 
and has coached players who went on to 
Maryland such as McNair, Josh Woods, Ro-
man Braglio and Darrius Heyward-Bey -- 
pointed out another advantage.

“A lot of kids today are really connected 
to their parents and want to stay close, 
want to stay in-state so that their parents 
can get to all the games, so that they can 
keep a relationship with their family,” he 
said.

DeMatha head coach Elijah Brooks said 
many times families forget they need to find 
a school that would be a good fit if football 
doesn’t work out long-term. Brooks listed 
a school’s locale, social life, diversity and 
graduation rate as areas that may be over-
looked. For Davis, a business marketing 
major, the education offered at Maryland 
was a key reason he decided to stay home.

“The possibilities are endless,” Davis 
said. “The limit is up to your work ethic and 
how hard you’re willing to work in whatever 
major you choose to do. But they support 
whatever major we have. We have count-
less guys who are in engineering, business/
finance, stuff like that. They don’t neglect 
any hard major. They support it and it’s 
only up to you to work hard and balance 
both, be good at both, because you have to 
receive good grades here.”

 

Now that Durkin and his staff have been 
in place for more than a year, they’re fully a 
part of the local football scene, which is im-
portant because college coaches can’t initiate 
contact with prospects until Sept. 1 of their 
junior year of high school, per NCAA rules. 
Before then, high school coaches are key in-
termediaries for allowing their prospects to 
connect with college coaches and help set up 
unofficial visits to college campuses.

“It’s everything. It’s their lifeline,” Brooks 
said. “If you don’t have great relationships 
with the high school coaches in your back-
yard, it’ll be tough for you to get recruits. 
At the end of the day, this is a people busi-
ness. If you burn a bridge with a high school 
coach, you never know how it’ll have a trick-
le-down effect.

“You have schools who really don’t take 
the time to truly get to know a high school 
coach. They’ll drop in and they’re collecting 
information or they’re recruiting a kid, and 
they don’t realize that the head coaches 
and the coaching staffs, they play an inte-
gral part in the recruiting process.”

Good Counsel head coach Andy Ste-
fanelli said schools start evaluating his Di-
vision I prospects by the end of their fresh-
man year of high school. Brooks quipped 
that “it sounds crazy that you have to begin 
recruiting a kid as a freshman,” but “if you 
don’t get in early, then you might not have 
a chance.” Durkin noted Maryland hosts 
summer camps in part to get to 
know younger players. 

BUILDING CONNECTIONS

AFTER DJ DURKIN  
WAS HIRED

FORMING RELATIONSHIPS

WORKING WITH 
HIGH SCHOOL COACHES
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Durkin said he and his staff begin break-
ing down a particular recruiting class by 
evaluating “thousands” of prospects on 
film, which Durkin noted is particularly 
useful in helping coaches become better 
evaluators and helps with comparing pros-
pects to one another. Durkin said the Terps 
use Hudl, a tool programs use to view pros-
pects’ game film.

Durkin said once Maryland’s pool of 
prospects has dwindled down to “a list of 
guys you feel can do it on the field,” he and 
his staff trim lists based on other important 
factors, such as what grades those pros-
pects are earning in school, before extend-
ing scholarship offers.

Brooks, Stefanelli and Damico described 
the “evaluation period” from the middle 

of April to the end of May -- during which 
college coaches can visit a prospect’s high 
school -- as particularly important in this 
process. Assistant coaches, but not the head 
coach, can meet with a prospect’s high school 
coach, check out a prospect’s spring workout 
and get a feel for their academic situation.

“Sometimes the kids are in the weight 
room and sometimes the kids are walking 
by in the hallway, so they get a chance to 
actually just lay their eyeballs on the kid,” 
Damico said.

Stefanelli said he met with coaches from 
120 schools during the period this year; 
Damico said he saw coaches from more than 
100 schools; and Brooks said he sees up to 
25 to 30 coaches per day during this period. 

For Maryland, the challenge is standing 
out from the pack.

“I think once [winning] occurs or if it 
continues to occur, I think [recruiting is] 
going to just continue to grow,” said Ste-
fanelli, whose son, Andrew, was a fullback 
for the Terps from 2013-2016. “I think kids 
will say, ‘Hey, I can literally get everything 
I want in College Park. I can get the great 
facilities, great staff, big-time college foot-
ball, and I’m a half an hour, 40 minutes from 
home. Why go anywhere else?’ I think that’s 
where it’s headed.”

Maryland’s 2017 class, its best since the 
mid-2000s, was rated 18th nationally by 24/7 
Sports’ composite rankings, and the Terps 

appear set for a similarly solid class in 2018. 
Maryland’s 2017 class was a leap in the right 
direction -- the Terps ranked 47th in 2015 
under Edsall -- but the Big Ten East re-
mains one of the most unforgiving divisions 
in the country. 

Ohio State went 61-6 under Meyer from 
2011-2016 and won the national champion-
ship to close out the 2014 season. Michigan 
went 20-6 under Harbaugh from 2015-2016. 
Meyer and Harbaugh are considered two 
of the best recruiters in the nation; Ohio 
State’s 2017 recruiting class was rated sec-
ond nationally, and Michigan was fifth. 
Penn State is coming on strong, too; the 
Nittany Lions won the conference in 2016 
and are on track to sign one of the best 
recruiting classes in the nation in 2018.

But Durkin may just be the right lead-
er for the arduous task the Terps face of 
competing at a high level in the Big Ten 
East.

“I keep telling people if this Maryland 
staff can’t get it done, it’s not going to get 
done at Maryland,” Ghafir said. “[The 
Terps lost] 62-3 against Ohio State last 
year at home … afterwards, I spoke to a 
[recruit’s] father who was at the game 
and he said as soon as the game was over, 
one of the [Terps’] coaches was talking 
to the [recruits], and [the recruits] said, 
even after a butt-kicking like that, they 
believed that this program was going to 
turn it around.” •MOVING THE NEEDLE
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he Maryland football 
team’s trip to Ohio State 
in October 2015 was 
largely forgettable, as the 
Terps lost by 21 points 
to the then-No. 1-ranked 
Buckeyes in Randy Ed-
sall’s final game as head 

coach. However, a battle in the trenches 
that day represented a key point in the 
development of Maryland’s young right 
tackle. 

For most of the day, Damian Prince 
was matched up against Ohio State’s Joey 
Bosa, who at the time was one of the best 
edge rushers in the nation and would soon 
become the third overall pick in the 2016 
NFL Draft by the San Diego Chargers. 
Though Bosa created his fair share of hav-
oc in the Terps’ backfield, including a sack 
late in the contest, Prince held his own as a 
redshirt freshman.

“[Bosa] had played about 30 games by 
that time, and I felt like I competed well,” 
Prince said. “So I feel like that was kind of 
the game in my career that kind of stood 
out to me at that point in time and let me 
know if I continue to work, that I can be re-
ally, really good at this level.”

One season later, Prince started all 13 of 
Maryland’s games at right tackle, helping 
to pave the way for a rushing attack that 
averaged 199.5 yards per game, good for 

fourth in the Big Ten. 
This year, the 6-foot-3, 315-pound Prince 

is one of four juniors on the Terps’ start-
ing offensive line. The unit got off to a good 
start, helping Maryland to a 263-yard rush-
ing day and allowing one sack during a 51-
41 upset victory at Texas Sept. 2. 

Prince’s journey as a highly rated pros-
pect began in part at Bishop McNamara 
High School in Forestville, Md., where he 
developed into the 27th-rated prospect na-
tionally, the second-rated offensive tackle 
and the top-rated player in Maryland on 
24/7 Sports’ composite rankings for the 
class of 2014. He was also named to The 
Washington Post’s first-team All-Metro 
squad twice and earned a trip to the pres-
tigious Under Armour All-America Game 
after his senior season in 2013. Prince com-
mitted to Maryland over Florida on signing 
day in February 2014.

Keith Goganious, who coached Prince 
during his senior season at McNamara, 
said he “was taken aback by how athletic 
he was at his size” shortly after getting 
to know Prince. Goganious noted Prince 
played defensive end and defensive tackle 
in addition to his duties as McNamara’s 
left offensive tackle. He could also run 
step-for-step with the linebackers and even 
played basketball for the Mustangs before 
Goganious arrived at the school. 

“His athletic ability, just watching him 
move, change direction, and he could do 
it at the drop of a dime. He had great feet 

when I was at McNamara,” said Goganious, 
who is now the defensive coordinator and 
linebackers coach at IMG Academy in Flor-
ida. “So I just knew that he’s one of those 
guys that God kind of touched, giving him 
just great ability for somebody his size.”

Goganious, in his first year at McNama-
ra, understood Prince’s teammates were 
bound to look up to him throughout the 
2013 season. Goganious impressed upon 
Prince the importance of his leadership 
with respect to his younger teammates.

“I told him I really needed him to kind of 
help me get through to some of the young-
er guys -- being the senior, being the type 
of player that he was -- to help me build the 
type of program that we needed,” Gogani-
ous said. “ … I would tell him in the morn-
ings or at school, I’d say, ‘Today, I’m going 
to pick on you all day. Everything you do is 
not going to be right. I don’t care how good 
you do it, just so I’d get the attention of the 
other guys.’ And he said, ‘No problem.’ He 
understood that.”

After playing at McNamara, where 
Goganious said Prince “was the perfect 
student-athlete that you would want rep-
resenting your program,” Prince moved on 
to Maryland. He redshirted as a freshman 
in 2014, a common practice for first-year 
offensive linemen in order to give them a 
year in the weight room, on the practice 
field and in the film room to get up to speed 
on the college game. As Prince put it, even 
though he felt physically ready to play, the 

older offensive linemen on the team “knew 
the XYZs and I was learning the ABCs.”

The Terps went 3-9 under Edsall and 
interim head coach Mike Locksley in 2015, 
but the season wasn’t devoid of positives, 
one of which was playing time for Prince, 
who started six games that season. That 
experience would help him one year later, 
when he was a key part of one of the best 
running games in the Big Ten. The devel-
opment of an offensive lineman, according 
to Prince, differs from a skill position player 
who may be able to produce as a freshman.

“It’s a lot different, because it’s not a 
natural position. You’re trying to move 
[faster] backwards than someone is for-
ward,” Prince said. “You’re trying to move 
faster laterally than someone is forward, 
while maintaining balance. It’s things 
that in high school kind of got overlooked 
because you’re just, eight times out of 10, 
probably more athletic than the guy that 
you’re going against. But in college, it’s a 
lot more intricate. It takes a lot more at-
tention to detail.”

Prince added that in-game experience is 
vital, in part because it helps offensive line-
men learn what’s happening on the other 
side of the line of scrimmage. 

“You can run the same play, but if it’s 
four different defenses, you’ll be doing four 
completely different things,” Prince said. 
“So it’s a mental factor that kind of goes 
into play with that.”

Prince’s development has continued 
this year under the watchful eye of offen-
sive line coach Tyler Bowen, who Prince 
has known since Bowen was a graduate as-
sistant on the Terps’ staff in 2011 and 2012. 
Prince said the youthful Bowen’s modern 
teaching techniques -- like reinforcing 
teaching points through videos Bowen sees 
on social media -- “go a long ways as far as 
communication and building a relation-
ship and knowing someone.” 

Bowen noted an example of how he 
connects with his players after a spring 
practice in April. “We were talking about a 
particular technique in a set, and I find one 
that we did in practice that was perfect,” 
Bowen said. “I take a video of it, text it out 
to [the offensive tackles] in a group chat 
and say, ‘Hey, this is exactly what we’re 
looking for.’”

Terps offensive coordinator Walt Bell 
said Bowen has helped Prince become bet-
ter in pass protection, keying in on areas 
such as improving his hands and punch at 
the point of attack. Bell also noted Prince 
has changed his body under strength and 
conditioning coach Rick Court, allowing 
him to bend and move more effectively on 
the field with help from Bowen.

This year in the Big Ten, Maryland 
will face pass rushers such as Minnesota 
linebacker Blake Cashman (7.5 sacks last 
year), Indiana linebacker Tegray Scales 
(seven) and Ohio State defensive linemen 
Tyquan Lewis (eight) and Nick Bosa (five), 
Joey’s brother. Prince and company will be 
ready. 

“[Prince is] a lot better in all phases of 
the game right now, but especially in his 
pass [protection],” Bell said, “and as we 
continue through the season … there’s go-
ing to be some special ends that we’re go-
ing to play, so it’ll be interesting and fun to 
see how we hold up throughout the year.” •

Tackle Damian Prince Developing Into 
Key Cog In Maryland’s Offensive Line
 Luke Jackson
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ig Play” Darryl Bonner embodies the 
spirit of Navy football.

The versatile senior slotback can 
scamper for a long run, catch a pass 
downfield or throw a hard block to 
break open a play for one of his team-
mates. That type of selflessness among 

players such as Bonner is a key reason for the Midship-
men’s consistent success.

This year, Bonner, along with linebacker D.J. Pal-
more, was named co-captains by his teammates, which 
underscores his charismatic leadership abilities.

“Being elected team captain at the Naval Academy 
is one of the highest honors you can receive at an in-
stitution that prides itself on producing great leaders,” 
Midshipmen head coach Ken Niumatalolo said. “Dar-
ryl and D.J. are not only outstanding football players, 
but they are great leaders in the locker room and in 
Bancroft Hall, and I have no doubt they will be great 
captains for us.”

Bonner, 5-foot-7 and 178 pounds, had a breakout sea-
son in the Midshipmen’s triple-option offense in 2016. 
He played a significant role when several key players 
went down with injuries, playing in 12 games and carry-
ing the ball 29 times for 227 yards and two touchdowns. 
Bonner was also Navy’s second-leading receiver, with 
278 yards on 10 catches and three scores.

“I’m just going to try and replicate what I did last 
year,” Bonner said after practice earlier this season. 
“Whenever the ball is in my hands, I’m just going to try 
to do the most I can for the team.”

Entering the 2017 season, there were a lot of ques-
tions surrounding the Navy offense because of the 
amount of talent lost to graduation. In addition to 
Bonner playing a more prominent role, the Midship-
men also have a new starting quarterback in Zach Abey 
(Archbishop Spalding). Abey was thrown into the spot-
light last year when he got the start against archrival 
Army at M&T Bank Stadium Dec. 10. 

Bonner and the offense quieted some of those ques-
tions during the Midshipmen’s 42-19 season-opening 
victory against Florida Atlantic Sept. 1. Bonner caught 
a 39-yard touchdown pass from Abey that rounded out 
Navy’s scoring in the fourth quarter. In addition to the 
touchdown reception, Bonner got the start at slotback 

and ran the ball six times for 24 yards.
Bonner is expected to play a key role going forward. 

He has had a steady climb in the Navy football pro-
gram since arriving from Terry Sanford High School in 
Fayetteville, N.C., and attending Naval Academy Prep 
School for the 2013-14 academic year.

Bonner was a three-sport athlete at Terry Sanford, 
earning letters in basketball, football and track and 
field. He was a talented quarterback for the Bulldogs, 
earning all-conference honors as a junior and senior. 
Bonner also served as captain in both of those seasons. 
As a senior, he was named the conference’s Athlete of 
the Year, eventually making his way to the Naval Acad-
emy.

Bonner has maintained the same work ethic he de-
veloped in high school at Navy.

“I practiced every week like I was going to play a lot,” 
Bonner said. “I’ve had a knack for making people miss 
since I was little. But we have a lot of good A-backs ev-
ery year. If you’re a slotback, you know you better make 
the most of your opportunities.”

While Bonner only played in two games as a sopho-
more, he continued to work hard and listened to ad-
vice from his coaches and upper classmen. That helped 
when he was thrust into play in 2016 when the Mids lost 
three slotbacks -- Calvin Cass (ankle), Dishan Romine 
(leg) and Toneo Gulley (ankle) -- to injuries. The Mids 
also lost two starting quarterbacks for the season.

Bonner immediately helped fill the void. He had one 
of his best games against Louisiana Tech in the Armed 
Forces Bowl when he caught a 64-yard touchdown pass, 
which set a record for the longest touchdown pass in 
the bowl's history. Bonner also had four carries for 22 
yards during the 48-45 loss.

“Darryl is very good with the ball in his hands,” Dan-
ny O’Rourke, Navy’s special teams coordinator/slot-
backs coach, said. “He has some shake and can make 
people miss. He also has really good hands and runs 
good routes. What’s funny is that he doesn’t catch the 
ball all that well in practice, but when you turn on the 
lights he seems to catch everything thrown his way.”

As a captain, Bonner understands his responsibility 
to lead his fellow teammates in the right direction.

“It’s a large responsibility that I accepted with a real 
sense of humble pride,” Bonner said about being named 
captain. “Knowing that you’re a leader of many leaders 
in this brotherhood is something very special.” •

    NAVY FOOTBALL 

Darryl Bonner Thrives In 
Leadership Role At Navy
 Todd Karpovich
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any Division I college football recruits expe-
rience a reality check when they arrive on 
campus and realize they are no longer the 
top guy at their school. 

Easton, Pa., native Shane Simpson 
quickly came to that realization when he 
stepped foot on Towson University’s cam-
pus in 2015. A record-setting running back 

at Easton High School, Simpson joined the Towson program 
as the backup to one of its top rushers in school history, Dari-
us Victor, who is now with the New Orleans Saints.

“Usually, in high school, everybody that gets recruited is 
‘the man’ in high school,” Simpson said. “Sometimes, being a 
true freshman, that’s not your role anymore. So I just had to 
learn that, and learn from [Victor] and [former Towson and 
current Baltimore Ravens running back Terrance West]. ... 
They’ve been a big help.”

At Easton High School, the 5-foot-9, 185-pound Simpson 
earned first-team all-state honors in Pennsylvania, combining 
for more than 6,000 yards and a record-setting 85 touchdowns 
as a running back and receiver. As a senior, Simpson scored 41 
times, including seven touchdowns in a single game. 

Towson head coach Rob Ambrose said Simpson’s ability 
to adjust to the physicality of college football was the greatest 
lesson he received from his predecessors.

“We’re all kings where we come from,” Ambrose said. 
“Some of us are bigger kings than others. But the physical-
ity that he would have to face in college was nothing like high 
school. Darius and Terrance were well-built for that, and 
Shane wasn’t. For him to understand that and still excel in 
the physicality of it with all his versatile skills, that’s where I’ve 

seen him grow the most. He realizes, ‘I’m going to get banged 
up, and I have to play well banged up just like everybody else.’”

To Simpson, his weight was just a number. He was deter-
mined to earn his spot and would do so by showing off the 
versatility that got him there.

“With my versatility, I can play running back, wide receiver, 
punt returner, kick returner,” Simpson said. “So weight isn’t 
really a factor with that. Speed kills in the game of football, so 
as long as I keep my speed, everything will play out.”

Simpson made an immediate impression on his coaches 
during his true freshman season in 2015, appearing in four 
games before injury cut his season short. 

As a redshirt freshman in 2016, Simpson recorded 1,870 all-
purpose yards -- 819 yards rushing, 64 yards receiving, 72 yards 
off punt returns and 915 yards off kick returns. He earned All-
Colonial Athletic Association and STATS All-America honors 
as a kick returner.

Simpson spent the 2017 offseason increasing the one num-
ber that haunted him as a freshman -- his weight -- by adding 
15 pounds. This fall, he came in at 200 pounds.

“The coaches didn’t really care where my weight came in,” 
Simpson said “For me, I wanted to gain some weight so I could 
take the poundings. I intended on getting the bulk of the reps, 
so right now, at 200 pounds, I feel solid here.”

Ambrose doesn’t worry about his starting running back 
losing a step.

“You’ll see the proof in the pudding when you see him play,” 
Ambrose said. “He’s carrying himself well. There’s nothing 
we’ve asked him to do that he can’t do while he’s carrying a 
little more extra weight.”

This year, Simpson will look to continue the solid Towson 
running back tradition.

“This is definitely ‘Running Back U’ now,” Simpson said. 

“With Terrance West being with the Ravens and [Victor] with 
the Saints. They passed it down to me now, and I look forward 
to keep improving.”

Ambrose thinks Simpson has the skills to get there.
“When you walk in as the guy playing behind [Terrance 

West] or the guy playing behind [Darius Victor], no matter 
how good you are you think, ‘Whoa. These guys do stuff I can’t 
do.’” Ambrose said. “But now he’s that guy. He’s gone from 
the No. 2 guy to the ace pitcher. Now instead of following, he’s 
leading.” •

Shane Simpson Looking To Continue 
Solid Towson Running Back Tradition
 Simon Habtemariam
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o what’s $41 million be-
tween friends?

At the end of 2014, 
when the University of 
Maryland announced 
plans to transform then-
59-year-old Cole Field 

House into an indoor practice and aca-
demic facility, the price tag was announced 
at $155 million.

But after the first phase of the project 
was completed during the summer, and 
Maryland finally became the last team in 
the Big Ten with an indoor practice facility 
for its football team, the cost was estimat-
ed by the school to be $196 million, a more 
than 26-percent increase.

So what happened?
“The re-imagined Cole Field House 

embodies so much of what the University 
of Maryland has to offer, with athletics, 
academics, research and innovation under 

one roof,” University of Maryland spokes-
woman Katie Lawson said in an emailed 
response to questions submitted by Press-
Box. “The world-class athletic facilities will 
be housed alongside the state-of-the-art 
Center for Sports Medicine, Health and 
Human Performance, where renowned 
faculty will fuel breakthroughs in under-
standing how the brain works that will help 
student-athletes, veterans and community.

“All of this is done in partnership with 
University of Maryland, Baltimore. This 
space will also serve the Academy for In-
novation and Entrepreneurship, where 
students can brainstorm, pitch and de-
velop their innovations into the next big 
startup.”

In other words, the scope and size of the 
project expanded. What started as a con-
ceptual design has evolved.

The second phase of the project is 
scheduled to be completed in 2019. It will 
include a weight room, offices and meet-
ing rooms, and two outdoor practice fields. 

And that’s just the athletic portion.
The second phase will also include 

some 40,000 square feet for The Center For 
Sports Medicine, Health and Human Per-
formance, and for the Academy for Innova-
tion and Entrepreneurship.

“Athletics is the front porch of a uni-
versity,” said Dr. Wallace D. Loh, president 
of the College Park, Md., campus, at the 
ribbon cutting to show off the new facility 
last month. “But what the new Cole Field 
House will do is a 21st-century porch that 
brings together not just athletics, but is 
integrated with neuroscience, research on 
the brain, brain recovery and larger human 
health.” 

According to a University of Maryland 
release, the athletic department will pay 
$19 million of the increased cost, which will 
cover the change in scope for athletic facili-
ties.

When the Terps officially joined the 
Big Ten in July 2014, Maryland was known 
more as a basketball school. But the Big 

Ten was -- and is -- different, and keeping 
up with Big Ten football programs such as 
Ohio State, Penn State and Michigan be-
came a priority in College Park. 

“All you have to do is look around the 
Big Ten and see what the competition is 
doing,” Bob Vecchione, executive director 
of the National Association of Collegiate 
Directors of Athletics, said at the time. 
“When you are recruiting young people, 
they are recruiting a very similar type of 
athlete, and when the high school student-
athlete makes his or her recruiting trips to 
various institutions within the Big Ten, you 
can’t help but do comparables.”

Maryland football head coach DJ Dur-
kin is certainly impressed with his team’s 
new home.

“Just to see the looks on our guys’ fac-
es when they walked through was every-
thing,” he said at the ribbon cutting. “It’s 
what it’s all about.”

The university said in June that it has 
raised $57 million of the $90 million goal 
for private money it had set in 2014. That 
includes $25 million from Under Armour 
founder and Maryland alum Kevin Plank.

“The new Cole Field House, more than 
a building, a revolution,” said a University 
of Maryland promotional video touting 
the facility that is voiced by ESPN anchor 
Scott Van Pelt, another alum. “Allowing the 
University of Maryland to stand proudly as 
a championship program on the field and 
as a national leader for the relentless pur-
suit of science, innovation and sport.”•

 SPORTS BUSINESS

Re-Imagined Cole Field House Combines 
Athletics, Medicine Under One Roof
  Ed Waldman
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he quality of men’s college soccer in the 
state of Maryland will be on display at 7 p.m. 
Sept. 26 when the UMBC Retrievers host 
the Maryland Terrapins at Retriever Soccer 
Park in Baltimore. 

The last time the two teams met, 
UMBC came away with a 1-0 upset vic-
tory on the road in the 2014 NCAA Tour-

nament second round.
The Terps, who entered September ranked No. 5 in the 

country by the United Soccer Coaches Poll, are consistently 
one of the top-ranked teams and were the top-seeded squad 
in the 2016 NCAA Tournament before a second-round loss to 
Providence. 

UMBC is coming off a season in which it went 5-9-3, but 
the Retrievers played in the College Cup semifinals as recently 
as 2014 and won the America East Conference championship 
four times from 2010-2014.

“I think, really, the big winner is -- and this might sound 
corny -- but the big winner is the state of Maryland soccer 
because there are a lot of local players and people that come 
out,” UMBC head coach Pete Caringi said. “It lets people and 
the media know that college soccer is really big in this town 
and in this state and maybe sometimes we don’t get the rec-
ognition that we deserve.”

For Maryland, the matchup not only showcases two com-
petitive local teams, but it gives the Terps an opportunity to 
play in front of a big crowd away from College Park.

“UMBC has shown to be a top program, drawn a great fan 

base as well, and we’re looking forward very much to coming 
to Baltimore and playing against a great program in what 
should be a fantastic night of soccer in the Baltimore area,” 
Maryland head coach Sasho Cirovski said.

The in-state contest is one of 17 games each team will play 
in the regular season, and while not a conference game, it is 
certainly a matchup the UMBC squad noticed when they 
looked at the schedule.

“... Since I’ve been here, we’ve never played Maryland on 
our home field, so that’s naturally exciting,” UMBC senior 
captain Gregg Hauck (Linthicum, Md./North County) said. 
“We know it’s going to be a good game; it’s going to be enter-
taining. It’s exciting to see it on the schedule.”

Caringi still remembers the last time the two teams played 
at the Retrievers’ home field in 2011 in front of a then-record 
crowd and TV audience. That day, UMBC fell to the No. 
1-ranked Terps, 4-3, in double overtime.

“The last time we played them here it was probably one 
of the best games I’ve ever been involved with, and we lost,” 
Caringi said.  

Both teams are loaded with players from Maryland who 
grew up competing with and against each other on the soc-
cer field. But the connections are not limited to the players, 
as Maryland associate head coach Brian Rowland was a four-
year starter at UMBC under Caringi from 1999-2003.

“There are a couple guys that played together on [Balti-
more Celtic Soccer Club], so there’s always that little rivalry 
between your friends, so that adds excitement to it,” Hauck 
said. “I played against a couple of the guys; I know a couple 
of the guys. Just knowing you’re playing against friends and 
people you have been competing against your whole life is 

pretty exciting.”
In its second game of the 2017 season, UMBC set an at-

tendance record with 2,873 fans for a 3-0 victory against How-
ard, and the expectation is that record could be easily broken 
when Maryland comes to town.

“… Fans come to our games and they support us, which 
makes a great atmosphere,” Caringi said. “As well as Mary-
land is doing, just to have them come here, we expect one of 
the biggest crowds, if not the biggest crowd we’ve ever had for 
a soccer game or maybe even a sporting event if the weather 
and things work out.”•

Maryland-UMBC Showcases 
State’s Top Soccer Talent
 Matt Wilson

T
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Tickets for the game are 
$10 for the general public 

and are available online at 
umbcretrievers.com.
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hen Johns Hopkins women’s soccer de-
fender Kyla Persky began her freshman 
year, she made herself a somewhat am-
bitious promise for a college student. 

“I made a pact -- jokingly, but it 
stuck -- since the beginning of fresh-
man year that I was going to survive 

college without Netflix or coffee,” Persky said. “And I 
don’t binge Netflix on my own, and I don’t drink coffee. 
If I’m tired, I go to bed. You wake up the next morning 
and you start all over again.”

Now entering her junior year, Persky said she’s 
maintained that promise. The 20-year-old internation-
al studies major just came off a summer in which she 
spent about two months in Warsaw, Poland, interning 
with the White Star Real Estate Group. After that, she 
spent the rest of her summer visiting roughly 12 cities, 
mostly in Eastern Europe. The summer before that, she 
also interned in Warsaw and visited about six Eastern 
European cities. 

“I am your Type-A daredevil,” said Persky, who is 
also a certified scuba diver. “Ready to take advantage 
of any opportunity you throw at me.”

When she’s not traveling the world, Persky dedicates 
her time to the Blue Jays’ soccer team, where she has 
been a member of two Centennial Conference champi-
onship squads. Persky has played in 35 of 42 games dur-
ing her career. 

Last year, Hopkins went 17-3-2 overall and 8-1 in the 
conference. This year, the Blue Jays enter the season 
ranked 13th overall in Division II by the United Soccer 
Coaches and first overall in the Centennial Conference 
preseason poll.

“It’s fantastic to show up to a program you know 
you are giving so much of your time to and that you 
know you care so much about and every single player 
on the team matches that same level of enthusiasm, 
energy and commitment to the program,” Persky said.  
“ ... That’s the kind of energy you want to be surround-
ed with.”

While only a junior, this season will be Persky’s last 
with the Blue Jays. As part of the five-year BA/MA pro-
gram with Hopkins, the New Canaan, Conn., native will 
start a two-year graduate program next year in Italy. 
She will study in Italy for one year and finish her degree 
in Washington, D.C.

“It’s a great opportunity for her,” Hopkins head 
coach Leo Weil said. “We hate to lose her as a player, 
but it’s a great opportunity.” 

Persky’s passion for travel began at an early age. 
When she was 13 she attended a two-week Spanish im-
mersion camp in Costa Rica. Speaking very little Span-
ish at the time, Persky said she basically got off a plane 
in Costa Rica by herself and found her host family.

“I give a lot of credit to my parents, because ever 
since I was young it’s been balancing a busy schedule 
and trying to find way to prioritize,” she said.

In high school, she volunteered with the Build On 
program in Connecticut. She worked with a small 
group of peers to raise funds and awareness for vari-
ous mission trips. With the organization, Persky went 
on three separate 10-day trips to Malawi and Nicaragua 
where she worked to build schools in villages that have 
historically had no adequate school structure.

Persky hopes all of her efforts abroad eventually 
lead to a job consulting with nonprofits. She said she 
had originally thought about a career in the CIA but 
now wants to gain experience in the private sector -- 
still abroad, of course.

Her ambitious career path doesn’t come without 
sacrifice, though. The BA/MA program will cost Persky 
her final year of college soccer. 

“I don’t take lightly the fact that I’m giving up a 
year of my eligibility and a year of my opportunity to be 
with this team,” Persky said. “To me, soccer has always 
been so much more than just a sport. I’ve made some 
tremendous friends. I’ve had some incredible experi-
ences, and I think the families and friends that I have  
met along the way is what makes this experience all 
worth it.”

Weil said the team will certainly miss Persky, who he 
called a “very physical player.” 

“She asks a lot of questions -- always wondering 
what she can do to get better or making sure she’s do-
ing the right thing,” Weil said. “ ... She’s a typical Hop-
kins student. I think the school attracts people that 
like to be busy. I just get tired listening to what they 
do sometimes. She’s obviously very busy but does ev-
erything well.”

Before she leaves, Persky has one particular goal in 
mind -- a national championship. 

“I think Coach Weil, in particular, having been with 
this program from start to finish, has been hungry to 
win a national championship for a long time now,” Per-
sky said of the program’s lone head coach since its in-
ception in 1992. “And I think the group that we have, 
we’ve constantly reiterated that we take it one drill 
at a time, one game at a time. And we’re hopeful that 
each and every day we’re getting one step closer to our 
goals. But at the end of the day we want the success 
that we’ve had and more.” •

Johns Hopkins' Kyla Persky Seizing 
Opportunities Home And Abroad
 Kaitlyn Wilson
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n Labor Day, exactly five weeks after the 
Baltimore Orioles acquired Tim Beckham 
from the Tampa Bay Rays at the non-waiv-
er trade deadline, the team handed out T-
shirts bearing the shortstop’s name.  

During those five weeks, Beckham not 
only set a record for earliest T-shirt hon-
oree in Orioles history, but he also had 50 

hits in August, the second-most in club history, and made 
himself the odds-on favorite to be the team’s shortstop in 
2018 and perhaps beyond.

With longtime shortstop J.J. Hardy unlikely to return 
next year, the Orioles were searching for a replacement at 
the trade deadline.

“We told clubs that we were looking for a shortstop, 
and anything we were going to do around the trade dead-
line was going to focus around that,” Orioles executive vice 
president of baseball operations Dan Duquette said.

Tampa Bay had recently traded for shortstop Adeiny 
Hechavarria from the Miami Marlins, and Beckham, who 
had been the Rays’ starting shortstop, moved to second 
base.

Beckham was the No. 1 overall pick in the 2008 draft by 

the Rays, and it wasn’t until this season that he was a major 
league regular.

“We liked a lot of things about Beckham,” Duquette said. 
“We liked his bat, his power, his speed, his arm. His overall 
tools are really great. He’s very talented. He’s a really pro-
ductive hitter outside [Tropicana Field].”

Duquette noted Beckham’s numbers had been adversely 
impacted by playing half his games at Tampa Bay’s Tropi-
cana Field, where he hit .222.

Tropicana Field has been ranked statistically as one of 
the more pitcher-friendly parks in the majors and has been 
especially tough on right-handed hitters such as Beckham

As soon as Beckham came to Baltimore, the 27-year-old 
came to life. He recorded a hit during his first 12 games with 
the Orioles and had multi-hit games in nine of them.

“Just having him on the team is great,” third baseman 
Manny Machado said. “He brings us a lot of energy. The 
last couple of weeks he’s been here, he’s taken us to another 
level.”

Ten games into Beckham’s Orioles tenure, manager 
Buck Showalter elevated him into the leadoff spot. Beck-
ham doesn’t walk often, but if he hits well enough, that may 
not matter.

“It’s cool. I like it. I like batting leadoff,” Beckham said. 
“You can set the tone with the first at-bat of the game. 
That’s something I like to do. If I see a pitch up I can drive, 

I take an aggressive hack at it. We’re an aggressive lineup, 
and we don’t want to let a fastball pass, so we’re going to be 
swinging out of the chute.” 

There have been questions about Beckham’s defense. 
He committed four errors in 25 games at shortstop with the 
Rays in 2016 and has already committed eight errors in his 
first 34 games with Baltimore.

Beckham said he isn’t satisfied being just a skilled hitter. 
He knows the Orioles require superior defense and have a 
tradition of excellence at shortstop. In addition to Hardy, 
Luis Aparicio, Mark Belanger, Cal Ripken Jr., Mike Bordick 
and Miguel Tejada have all been mainstays.

“I want to keep growing as a defender and keep get-
ting better as a defender,” Beckham said. “I want to be an 
elite defender. I want to be a Gold Glover. I’m sure that ev-
erybody that plays the game and plays the middle infield 
wants to be a Gold Glover as well. Just to be alongside those 
guys is a blessing, and I’m looking forward to winning more 
ballgames with those guys.”

To that end, Beckham and third base coach Bobby Dick-
erson have discussed working together during the offsea-
son.

“He and I have talked about getting together in the win-
ter and spending some time together, doing some stuff,” 
Dickerson said. “He’s real receptive. This is such a talent 
that if he gets his clock right, a couple of little changes here 
and there, [he’s a] good-looking player.”

Beckham said he would be eager to work with Dickerson 
to improve his defense.

“I’ve never had an infield coach come over and want to 
work with me in the offseason and want to see a guy like my-
self get better and grow with him as well, as [second base-
man Jonathan Schoop] and Manny did, coming up through 
the minors,” Beckham said. “I’m looking forward to it. I’m 
looking forward to getting with him in the offseason, sharp-
ening my game.”  

Throughout Machado and Schoop’s time with the Ori-
oles they’ve had Hardy at shortstop, but playing with some-
one new hasn’t been difficult.  

“No big adjustment. The same way when I came up, me 
and J.J. have to work together,” Schoop said. “You’ve just 
get to know each other more. See how he flips the ball to me, 
what he likes to do.

“... So far it’s working pretty good. We’ve got to know each 
other more, so we get better. Every day we try and get bet-
ter. I told him the things I like, and he told me the things he 
likes. I like him to feed me on the bag, so I stay on the bag. 
Throw it, I’m going to catch it. Don’t aim it, throw where I 
like it. It’s my job to catch the ball.”

Said Dickerson: “I think it’s just understanding the pride 
we take in our defense, and that we’ve taken in the defense 
here for a long time. Definitely gives a little edge to it, call it 
pressure maybe, whatever. It definitely draws attention to 
it. It’s heightened, but those guys actually help with every-
thing, in reality. They’re welcoming him in and picking with 
him and doing their little antics with him included now. 
He’s fitting right in with them.”

With Beckham, Machado and Schoop at the top of the 
lineup and at the key positions in the infield, perhaps Beck-
ham felt the need to elevate his game.

“It’s been great, man,” Beckham said. “It’s been great 
just to be part of the whole club and be in between Macha-
do and Schoopy, two All-Stars, gives you the momentum to 
work harder.

“It’s not like we’re not working hard every day, but when 
you see guys like that making plays every day, it gives you 
that extra boost, the extra want, the want to make a play 
and want to make a play to save the game and want to get 
on base so those guys can knock me in. It’s been fun to be 
a part of, man.”

Showalter has been impressed with Beckham’s work 
ethic, saying the shortstop isn’t easily satisfied, a trait 
Showalter called “attractive.” He is ready to see what more 
Beckham can offer.

“Obviously, he’s been great in a short sampling,” Showal-
ter said. “He’s fit in pretty seamlessly. You can tell he wants 
to take advantage of this fresh start with some people that he 
knows are in need of what he brings.” •

 ORIOLES REPORT

  Rich Dubroff
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Tim Beckham Has Made Strong 
First Impression With Orioles
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The Baltimore Early Phase Unit is currently seeking volunteers to participate in 
a clinical research trial to evaluate a new investigational medication.

This study has 1 screening visit, 3 periods of 4D/3N in-house stays and 1 outpatient visit.

For more information, please 
visit www.PAREXEL.com/baltimore
or call us at 877.617.8839

WE ARE RECRUITING:

• Healthy males 

• Ages 40-55  

• BMI 18-30

• Nonsmokers

If you qualify you may receive up to $4,000.00 after 
completing all study required visits.

© 2017 PAREXEL International Corporation. All rights reserved. 

PARTICIPATE IN A CLINICAL
RESEARCH TRIAL

The Baltimore Early Phase Clinical Unit, located at Harbor Hospital in Baltimore, MD 
is seeking volunteers with Chronic Plaque Psoriasis to participate in a clinical research
study to evaluate a new investigational medication. 
You may be randomized to receive the study medication or placebo.

For more information, 
please visit our website
www.PAREXEL.com/baltimore
or call 800.797.2448

YOU MAY BE ELIGIBLE 
IF YOU ARE

Over 18 and have
had Psoriasis for 
at least 6 months

The study involves 1 screening visit 
and 14 outpatient visits throughout 
the study.

If you qualify you may receive up to 
$2,240.00 for completing the study.

© 2017 PAREXEL International Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Do you, or someone you know, have

CHRONIC PLAQUE PSORIASIS?
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everal years ago, there was 
a prospect coming through 
the Orioles’ system that in-
trigued me. I didn’t know 
much about him; he was 
that rare international 
signing making noise in an 
organization that normally 

is bereft of talent outside of the United States.
So, I asked several scouts I knew for their 

opinions on the infielder in his early 20s 
named Jonathan Schoop -- or “Scoop,” as I 
thought it was pronounced at the time.

The reviews were mixed. I was told he was 
not a fluid fielder. That he would be too big 
for the middle infield. That his feet weren’t 
particularly nimble. All of them mentioned 
the arm, of course. Kid has a hose for an arm. 
He’ll grow out of shortstop and end up at 
third base.

As for Schoop’s offense, there was an 
even more streamlined opinion. The ball 
jumped off his bat. He had above-average 
bat speed and power for a middle infielder, 
I was told, and that would play at the big 
league level. But multiple evaluators cau-
tioned that Schoop had an aggressive hit-
ting approach and a swing that could get 
too long at times.

I clearly remember one scout saying, “This 
guy one day will hit 30 home runs in the ma-
jors, but he’s probably not going to bat over 
.250.”

Well, the guy got it half right. This year, 
in Schoop’s breakout, All-Star season with 
the Orioles, the 25-year-old second baseman 
reached the 30-homer mark for the first time 
in his career at any level. He’s hit more hom-
ers and driven in more runs this season than 

any second baseman in one year in Orioles 
history.

So maybe I got some bad scouting infor-
mation. But I don’t think so. 

In 2012, Schoop spent the full season at 
Double-A Bowie and hit .245 with 24 doubles, 
14 homers and 103 strikeouts. After that sea-
son, Baseball America ranked him as the 
third-best prospect in the Orioles’ system -- he 
was behind right-handers Dylan Bundy and 
Kevin Gausman. The magazine opined that 
Schoop’s power potential was noteworthy, but 
he needed work as an all-around hitter.

“[Schoop is] an aggressive hitter who pro-
duces loud contact, but he has a bat wrap 
that causes timing issues and leaves him 
vulnerable to premium fastballs on the inner 
half,” the magazine stated. “He needs to im-
prove his pitch recognition to make the most 
of his above-average raw power. His plus arm 
will play anywhere. Depending on how his 
body fills out, he might be best suited for third 
base or an outfield corner, though he hasn’t 

left the infield yet.”
So what happened? How did Schoop go 

from that to one of the best all-around second 
basemen in the majors?

Schoop will tell you the answer is simple. 
So will the people around him: Work ethic.

No one worked harder, whether it was 
leading Curacao’s Little League World Series 
Championship team in 2004 or the Orioles 
now.

“Going back, he had a lot of ability. Skills 
were good,” said Bobby Dickerson, the Ori-
oles’ third base and infield coach who has 
worked with Schoop since the infielder was 
a teenager in the Orioles’ system. “He had 
great hands, arm strength, bat speed, all 
those things. But you have to develop the 
skills into actual tools, actual ability to apply 
them on the field. And he never was too good 
of a prospect not to listen and work at it. And 
even when things are going good, like they are 
now, he is still coachable.”

That is the separator, Dickerson said. He’s 

had plenty of pupils with the talent to succeed 
in the majors. But Schoop never took his abil-
ity for granted. He was always in the shadow 
of someone, whether it was Jurickson Profar 
(now with the Texas Rangers) as a youngster 
in Curacao or current Orioles third baseman 
Manny Machado during their tandem ascent 
through the organization,   

Even now, whenever Schoop is asked 
about his buddy Machado’s talent, he says 
simply: “Manny is the man.” 

Currently, though, Schoop is the Ori-
oles’ catalyst. He should easily be named 
Most Valuable Oriole and should get serious 
consideration for at least the top five in the 
American League Most Valuable Player race. 
Schoop’s thoughts on that?

“I don’t think about those types of things. I 
just want to contribute to my team, do what-
ever I can do for us to win, whatever I can do 
to put us in the playoffs, that’s all that mat-
ters,” Schoop said. “It doesn’t matter if you’re 
MVP but you’re at home and watching the 
games. Playoffs are fun. I want to do my best. 
I want to be better than I was last year. I want 
to contribute to my team, and whatever hap-
pens, we’re going to see.”

What we’ve seen in the last few years is a 
player who has gone from an infielder with 
defensive questions and offensive limitations 
to one of baseball’s more promising All-Stars.

“This guy doesn’t miss much,” Dickerson 
said. “He absorbs. He sees the game within 
the game like a manager does. He really does. 
His instincts are good. And those things, I can 
remember back from the beginning, those are 
work ethic things. They really are. It’s not just 
sprinting and sweating. It’s exercising the 
brain.”

It’s also working at the little things when 
he’s already seemingly at the top of his game.

Case in point: Before each inning, Schoop 
will snag a throw from the catcher, put a tag 
down on an invisible runner at second base 
and throw the ball to a fellow infielder. Then 
he looks into the dugout to catch Dicker-
son’s eye.

“He is looking for approval to see if the tag 
was OK. Nobody sees that quick little thing,” 
Dickerson said. “He’s still doing that as an All-
Star. He is still doing little stuff like that.”

Schoop, refreshingly, is still working every 
day to be better. •

 CONNOLLY’S CORNER

  Dan Connolly

Skill Was Always There, What’s Separated 
Jonathan Schoop Is The Work Ethic
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erhaps Bowie Kuhn, for 
all his perceived imper-
fections, had it right. The 
former MLB commis-
sioner was adamant that 
dollars should not be the 
overriding factor in base-
ball trades -- a trend that 

has become more and more prevalent in 
today’s market.

It’s not quite the same as it was dur-
ing Kuhn’s tenure from 1969-1984, when he 
was more concerned about then-Oakland 
Athletics owner Charlie Finley selling off 
his players to the highest bidder, a prac-
tice that had been prevalent in the early 
1900s. Using his “best interest of the game” 
authority at a time when free agency was 
on the horizon, Kuhn blocked Finley’s at-
tempt to sell off some of his top players, 
such as starter Vida Blue, outfielder Joe 
Rudi and reliever Rollie Fingers.

In today’s often upside-down baseball 
world, the money is frequently going the 
other way as teams buy their way out of 
expensive long-term deals by picking up a 
significant part of the tab. It may just be 
another part of the system, but it often 
leaves a smell more like a fish market than 
free-agent market.

The practice showed up again at base-
ball’s final trading deadline of the year, 
Aug. 31, when the Houston Astros not only 
picked up the pitcher they needed for the 
stretch run, Justin Verlander, but also fi-
nancial relief in the process. In order to 
complete a deal that the Astros seemingly 
needed to make, the Detroit Tigers agreed 
to send along a significant amount of mon-
ey to help defer the annual $28 million sala-
ry Verlander is due for the remaining years 
of his contract.

The idea of a competing team paying 
any portion of the salary of an opposing 
team’s player, let alone a significant part, 
should raise a red flag in the commission-
er’s office, just as it did when Finley tried to 
pawn off his stars before selling his team. 
The problem is, it has become so common-
place now, hardly anyone notices -- but 
somebody should.

Like Kuhn, Bud Selig has his detractors 
(the fact that both are in the Hall of Fame 
is a hot topic), mainly because baseball 
suffered through the steroid era mostly on 
his watch. I don’t believe Selig had enough 
control over that subject without manda-
tory testing, but I do believe he could have 
exercised more control over the lengthy 
long-term contracts.

For all intents and purposes, it all start-

ed when the Texas Rangers gave Alex Ro-
driguez a 10-year, $252 million contract in 
December 2000 -- and then quickly realized 
they not only had outbid themselves, but 
also had a deal they couldn’t afford. That 
led to the most outrageous and distasteful 
trade in baseball history.

After failing in an attempt to trade A-
Rod to the Boston Red Sox, the Rangers 
turned to the New York Yankees and were 
able to make a deal -- but only with the pro-
vision that Texas would pay $10 million of 
the annual salary. The idea of a team paying 
another 40 percent of the contract to get rid 
of a player is ridiculous -- that it would be 
done with the Yankees, the wealthiest and 
biggest spending team, was outlandish. 

It was a deal that never should have 
been approved, but once it happened it set 
a dangerous trend. The Los Angeles Angels 
of Anaheim, who sometimes seem to be in 
the habit of collecting as many long-term 
contracts as they can, gave outfielder Josh 
Hamilton a huge free-agent contract in 2012 
and, after the briefest baseball honeymoon 
possible, traded him back to the team he 
had been with just prior, the Rangers. The 
thank you note included enough money to 
pay all but the minimum salary amount, in 
effect meaning the Angels were paying off 
Hamilton while he played for a team that 
was their biggest competitor at the time.

It was a ludicrous arrangement between 
divisional opponents. I don’t know what 
current commissioner Rob Manfred can 
do, or if he’s even inclined to do anything, 
but Manfred should be able to realize the 
dangers of teams subsidizing the payroll of 
competing organizations. It would seem to 
be something worth attention.

When it comes to these long-term con-
tracts, baseball (and all sports, really) 
should have a simple rule when it comes 
to trades: “Take me, take my baggage.” 
In other words, don’t call unless you want 
the whole package, subsidies no longer 
available.

That would mean the team giving the 
contract (see the Tigers and Miguel Ca-
brera, for instance) either has to suffer the 
consequences or find a trade partner will-
ing to take on all salary obligations. Per-
haps Manfred could offer a “grandfather 
clause” for current contracts and estab-
lish ground rules going forward, but this is 
something baseball should address.

Rain delays and postponements afford-
ed ample time for viewing the U.S. Open 
tennis matches early this month, and of 
the four American women to reach the 
semifinals, one name in particular stood 
out for any “young old-timers” who were 

up late enough to watch. It’s doubtful if any 
athlete her age, in any sport, is part of a 
family tree as impressive as the one that 
produced Coco Vandeweghe.

One newspaper story I read referred 
to the 25-year old Californian as “a niece 
of former New York Knicks forward Kiki 
Vandeweghe,” but that description hardly 
scratched the surface. Kiki Vandeweghe 
had a stretch of seven straight years av-
eraging more than 20 points in the NBA, 
and his sister (Coco’s mother), Tauna, 
was a member of the 1976 U.S. Olympic 
swim team, but that’s not where it all 
started.

Coco’s maternal grandmother is 1952 
Miss America, Colleen Kay Hutchins, 
whose brother Mel was a four-time NBA 
All-Star. He was also a teammate of the 
Knicks’ Ernie Vandeweghe, an All-Amer-
ican at Colgate who played six years in 
the NBA and then served as a physician 
with the U.S. Air Force in Europe. He later 
served on the U.S. Olympic Sports Com-
mittee, where he was an instrumental 
figure in the writing of two key pieces of 
sports legislation -- Title IX and the 1976 
Amateur Athletic Act.

If you’re connecting the dots properly 
here, this is an easy one to follow. Mel 
Hutchins’ sister is Miss America; his friend 
Ernie Vandeweghe is literally the All-Amer-

ican guy. Hutchins is the ultimate team-
mate, sister meets buddy, and an impres-
sive family tree takes root.

Coco Vandeweghe didn’t make it to the 
finals of the U.S. Open, but she has time to 
continue to add on to an already impres-
sive lineage.

I can’t understand why nobody figured 
out the real reason behind Yankees slugger 
Aaron Judge’s dramatic offensive drop-
off in the second half of the season. It had 
nothing to do with the gigantic slugger’s 
participation in the Home Run Derby side-
show to the All-Star Game.

It was much simpler than that -- the 
Yankees didn’t face the Orioles’ pitching 
staff for almost three months, from June 
11 (when they completed a three-game 
series sweep by a combined score of 38-8) 
until Sept. 4, when the Yankees’ beat-down 
didn’t miss a beat.

“Baseball lifer” is an often overused 
term, but sometimes there just isn’t any 
other way to say it. That would be the case 
with Tom Giordano, former Orioles scout-
ing and minor league director, who was 
a visitor to Camden Yards earlier in the 
month.

Now serving as a scout for the Atlanta 
Braves at 88, Giordano is finishing up his 
70th year in professional baseball. And he 
doesn’t sound like he’s ready to retire any 
time soon. •

Jim Henneman can be reached at 
JimH@pressboxonline.com.

 UPON FURTHER REVIEW

  Jim Henneman  

MLB Commissioner Should 
Scrutinize Practice Of Teams 
Buying Out Of Expensive Deals
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rchbishop Curley’s soccer 
program has a storied his-
tory.

The Friars have won 
six championships, with 
the first being the 1968 
Maryland Scholastic As-

sociation title. Archbishop Curley won two 
more MSA titles, and then won its first 
Maryland Interscholastic Athletic Associa-
tion “A” conference championship in 1995. 

The program also has 10 alums who 
have been voted into the Maryland Soccer 
Hall of Fame, including Barry Stitz, who 
graduated in 1987 and is in his 18th year as 
the Friars’ head coach.

“When the school opened in the early 
‘60s, a lot of the kids who came here were 
from that Highlandtown or Herring Run 
Park area, and soccer was big in those ar-
eas,” Stitz said. “Throughout the years, 
that’s continued. We compete with some 
schools that are double our size in enroll-
ment, that have more resources when it 

comes to financial assistance. In terms of 
staying relevant, it isn’t easy, but pretty 
much every year the team is competing 
for an ‘A’ conference championship or is at 
least in the top 10 in the area.”

Archbishop Curley’s strong soccer tra-
dition is on full display at its home games. 
The contests usually draw lively crowds 
that include more than players’ family 
members, giving the Friars a home-field 
advantage few schools in Baltimore can 
rival.

“Everyone on the team looks forward 
to having home games with our students, 
teachers, alumni and families supporting 
us,” senior center back Nick Richardson 
said. “That’s one thing we all love -- there’s 
nothing else like it around, and it always 
makes us play better.”

While the atmosphere surrounding the 
soccer program remains strong, the team 
hasn’t won a league championship in more 
than a decade. 

Archbishop Curley’s last conference 
title came in 2006, though that doesn’t 
mean the team hasn’t come close, espe-

cially recently. 
The Friars have reached the past two 

MIAA “A” conference championship games 
and had the lead in both before coming up 
short.

“You don’t want to linger or think about 
those losses too much,” Ben Stitz, son of 
Barry Stitz and the Friars’ senior forward, 
said. “That being said, you also want to use 
it as motivation because you don’t want to 
have to go through it again.”

While the overwhelming sentiment re-
guarding the championship loss in 2015 
was disappointment, there was also some 
excitement. That season, Archbishop Cur-
ley had a young team that featured a lot 
of players Barry Stitz had coached since 
a young age, including his son, Richard-
son and current senior central midfielder 
Brandon Knapp.

An eight-game winning streak propelled 
the Friars to the finals, where they lost, 2-1, 
to McDonogh.

The run to the finals in 2015 made 
Archbishop Curley one of the favorites to 
win the championship in 2016. The hype 
surrounding that group proved to be de-
served, as the Friars earned the No. 1 seed 
in the MIAA “A” conference playoffs.

Against Calvert Hall in the champion-
ship game, Archbishop Curley fell behind 
before scoring twice to take the lead. Cal-
vert Hall battled back, though, netting 
two goals during the final 15 minutes to 
win, 3-2. 

The Friars finished the 2016 season 
19-4-2.

“Going into last year’s regular season, 
I thought we had the best team,” Knapp 
said. “We’d played Calvert Hall twice dur-

ing the year and knew it would be a bat-
tle, but we came up just short. This year 
we want to have the same experience, but 
hopefully win it this time.”

This season looks like it should be an-
other strong one for Archbishop Curley. 
The Friars are loaded with experience, led 
by 10 seniors.

Barry Stitz expects his team’s greatest 
strength to be the spine of it. Starting up 
top, Ben Stitz is expected to be one of the 
state’s top forwards. In the center of the 
midfield, Knapp and junior Anthony Dra-
gisics form a hard-working and creative pair.

On defense, the Friars have Richardson, 
who has committed to Maryland and was 
named the state's Gatorade Player of the 
Year as a junior. A standout leader, Rich-
ardson has helped make the Friars’ defense 
one of the area’s staunchest since starting 
as a freshman. He also gets involved in the 
attack; Richardson finished with four goals 
and six assists last season.

“Our top four or five guys are as good 
as any in the state, region and the country 
at the high school level,” Barry Stitz said. 
“Having the talent, it certainly starts there. 
We’re also incredibly hungry; our guys 
aren’t satisfied with being the runner-up. 
They want to get their names on a banner 
in the school.”

Archbishop Curley will have stiff compe-
tition in its league. Mount St. Joseph has a 
large and talented senior class; McDonogh 
is expected to have a dynamic offense; and 
Loyola should be a threat after having an 
uncharacteristic down year in 2016.

When asked why it’s taken as long as it 
has for Archbishop Curley to win another 
league championship, Barry Stitz imme-
diately spoke about the MIAA “A” confer-
ence’s quality and depth.

That hasn’t stopped his players from 
thinking about what it would mean to have 
a different ending for this season.

“It’s a dream of all of ours, especially the 
guys who have been here three years and 
made it twice already,” Richardson said. 
“You just picture it every season -- getting 
there, lifting that trophy and bringing it 
back to school. There’s a lot of ambition to 
have that happen this year.” •

 VARSITY REPORT

Archbishop Curley Soccer Hungry 
For First Title Since 2006 Season
 Wick Eisenberg
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Archbishop Curley soccer senior center back Nick Richardson, head 
coach Barry Stitz, senior forward Ben Stitz and senior central  
midfielder Brandon Knapp
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harles Taylor, a member of the Annapolis 
High School football team, was named the 
U.S. Army Impact Player of the Month for 
August.

Taylor, a senior captain, was nominated 
for the award by Panthers head coach Nick 
Good-Molloy, who noticed Taylor’s leader-

ship skills during a team activity this past spring.
“We have a competition where we select players on our 

team to be squad leaders,” Good-Molloy said. “Those squad 
leaders draft members of the team, and the different groups 

compete against each other to do their best in the weight 
room and classroom. Charles was a squad leader and did a 
great job being vocal, supporting his guys and providing moti-
vation when needed. He really walks the walk.”

Taylor was brought up to the varsity team late during his 
freshman year and has been there ever since.

While he plays left guard and defensive end, Taylor views 
himself primarily as an offensive lineman. He said he loves the 
importance of the offensive line, despite it not being the most 
glamorous position.

“Us guys who play on the offensive line call ourselves the 
difference. How well the team does really is on our shoulders,” 
Taylor said. “If we score a touchdown, we don’t get the credit 
in the stats, but we know it couldn’t have happened without us 

doing our job. Same goes for when the team doesn’t get a first 
down; we view it as our fault.”

Taylor said part of the reason the offensive line has ex-
celled is because of Good-Molloy. A former offensive lineman, 
the head coach focuses on establishing cohesion among the 
big guys up front, and he works the group hard.

From Good-Molloy’s perspective, Taylor has been able to 
make immense strides since getting to high school because of 
his willingness to listen.

“The coaches were talking about it the other day -- how 
he loves being coached,” Good-Molloy said. “You get a variety 
of kids who take coaching differently, but Charles has a real 
thirst for that knowledge. He takes everything we’ve got, and 
that’s just a major factor.”

With how well the Panthers have been doing these past 
three seasons, it’s easy for Taylor to buy into what Good-Mol-
loy has been selling.

Annapolis has steadily improved since Good-Molloy be-
came head coach in 2012, taking over a program that had re-
cently experienced a 15-game losing streak. The Panthers’ win 
total has increased every year under Good-Molloy, including 
an 11-2 mark in 2016.

The outstanding season was punctuated with a victory 
against Broadneck in the Maryland Public Secondary Schools 
Athletic Association 4A East championship game, giving the 
Panthers their first regional title since 2000. 

“It’s been absolutely amazing being a member of this 
team,” Taylor said. “The coaches have asked us to put forth 
more each year, and we’ve become so much better on and 
off the field. I love that the team GPA has improved with our 
record. Beating Broadneck was just an indescribable feeling. 
There was so much excitement, it was almost overwhelming. I 
couldn’t think in the moment; we were all just jumping around 
celebrating.”

Taylor has also started to get into the coaching side of the 
game. He’s a volunteer coach for the PAL 12U football team.

Good-Molloy, who has seen Taylor in action as a coach, 
said he’s extremely positive with his players and brings a lot of 
enthusiasm to the field. Taylor has received rave reviews from 
fellow coaches, parents and his players.

“To me, it’s just football. I love it,” Taylor said. “Not every-
one has the time to do things like commit to helping coach a 
team. The team I work with doesn’t have a big coaching staff 
-- there’s only two or three coaches -- so it’s important to try to 
get more people involved with coaching. Being in high school, 
I have more extra time on my hands than most adults, so I can 
always help.”

As for this season, Taylor has high hopes.
“I think we could get to states,” Taylor said. “I’m not toot-

ing our horn, but that’s what I want us to do. Little by little 
we’ve improved each year. We won our region last year, so a 
step forward would be reaching states.” •

  Wick Eisenberg

Charles Taylor Named U.S. Army 
Impact Player Of The Month
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The Impact Player of the Month 
award is given to an individual 

who has impacted his or her 
team in a positive way,  

both on and off the field. 
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Charles Taylor

WE’LL INVEST IN 
YOU. YOU INVEST 
IN YOUR FUTURE.

There’s strong. Then there’s Army Strong. Join the U.S. Army right now and 
you can get up to a $40,000 signing bonus in addition to your salary. You can 
also receive nearly $82,000 in tuition assistance for college. Join the Army  
and we will not only help support you, but we will also invest in your future. 
Visit your local recruiter, goarmy.com or call 1-800-USA-ARMY for more.

©2009. Paid for by the United States Army. All rights reserved.

You may qualify for up to $40,000 signing bonus.  Visit
goarmy.com/40kbonus.
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 WALKS/RACES

SEPT. 16 -- PAWS ON PARADE 
The Baltimore Humane Society’s DogFest, featuring the Paws 

on Parade fundraiser, is a dog day extravaganza for pets, pet 

owners and pet lovers. The event benefits animals in need of 

care and refuge at the Baltimore Humane Society, a 365-acre 

no-kill shelter. The walk, activities, games, events and contests 

will be on the grounds of the Baltimore Humane Society, at 

1601 Nicodemus Road in Reisterstown. For more information, 

visit dogfest.org.

SEPT. 16 -- HAVE MERCY ON OUR SOLES 
The annual Mercy High School 5K is a celebration of all things 

Mercy. Celebrate and run/walk the 26-acre wooded campus of 

Mercy High School, 1300 E. Northern Parkway, from 8:30 a.m.-

10:30 a.m. Proceeds from this event will support all-girls Mercy 

High School. To register, visit, mercy5k.com.

SEPT. 17 -- RACE FOR OUR KIDS 
The race to benefit the Herman and Walter Samuelson Children’s 

Hospital at Sinai features USATF-certified 5K and 10K courses, 

as well as a 1-mile, family fun walk and has something for every-

one -- from the elite runner to the novice weekend warrior. For 

more information, visit raceforourkids.org or call 410-601-4438.

SEPT. 17 -- GET READY! GET SET! GET FIT! 
This 5K run/walk and 1-mile walk will start at the CCBC 

Essex campus at 8:30 a.m. and benefit the Baltimore County 

Department of Aging’s programs for seniors. For more informa-

tion and to register, visit getreadygetsetgetfit5k.com.

SEPT. 17 -- HEAT IT TO BEAT IT 
Mercy Medical Center will unite hundreds of patients, their 

families and friends to raise awareness and funds for research 

into the causes and treatment of peritoneal carcinomatosis, a 

cancer found in the abdomen. The 2.2-mile walk will start at 

the Maryland Zoo in Baltimore and end with live music, fun and 

games. To register, visit heat-it.org.

SEPT. 23 -- 5K RACE TO EMBRACE 
INDEPENDENCE 
Join a fun, healthy, family-friendly and festive neighborhood cel-

ebration to support and highlight the successes of Marian House 

women moving from dependence to independence. Participation 

helps raise vital funds for housing, food, clothing, education, life 

skills, employability training, counseling services and other nec-

essary support services for homeless women and children. For 

more information, visit marianhouse.org/5k.

SEPT. 23 -- KIDS TRIATHLON 
Support the Karen Stevens Memorial Kids Triathlon and Karen’s 

legacy. Karen was a swim instructor at Severna Park Community 

Center-Aquatics and taught students of all ages and abilities 

before she passed away from cancer in 2009. The proceeds from 

the triathlon go toward funding swim lessons for children with 

special needs in Anne Arundel County. For more information, 
visit active.com.

SEPT. 23 -- ST. JUDE WALK
Join thousands of supporters in more than 62 cities across the 
country as they band together in the fight against childhood 
cancer. The walk begins at 9:30 a.m. at Latrobe Park. To register, 
visit charmcityrun.com to register. 

SEPT. 24 -- ZERO PROSTATE CANCER 
RUN/WALK
Register for the Cancer Challenge 10K, 5K and 1-mile fun walk 
at Towson University’s Johnny Unitas Stadium. This tight-
knit community event will bring together athletes, doctors, 
cancer survivors and those who care about ending prostate 
cancer. The goal is to find a cure for prostate cancer by funding 
research and providing free testing and education. To register, 
visit zerobaltimore.org.

SEPT. 24 -- RUN WILD
The race will raise money for Pathfinders for Autism. It will 
start and end at the Maryland Zoo and includes plenty of 
entertainment and games for the entire family. To register, visit 
charmcityrun.com.

SEPT. 30 -- MG WALK
The Myasthenia Gravis Foundation of America promotes aware-
ness and raises money to fund research, programs and services. 
To register, visit MGwalk.org/Maryland or call 1-855-649-2557.

OCT. 1 -- RUNNING WITH THE DEVILS
Walk or run at Oregon Ridge to help one of the thousands who 
turn to the Red Devils to ease the burden of breast cancer. For 
more information and to register, call 410-323-0135 or visit run-
ningwiththedevils.org.

OCT. 1 -- STEP OUT 
Support the American Diabetes Association with a 5K around 
Canton starting at the Waterfront Park. To register, visit  
diabetes.org/stepoutbaltimore or call 410-265-0075 x4678.

OCT. 1 -- SOWEBO LANDMARK 5K 
The goal of this event is to unite neighbors, families and schools 
with resources to empower youth to be active, eat well and 
lead healthy lives. This event highlights the best of Southwest 

Baltimore’s communities, parks, people and landmarks. To reg-

ister, visit charmcityrun.com.

OCT. 7-8 -- BIKE RACE 
Charm City Cross is the Mid-Atlantic’s two-day cyclocross race, 

featuring international, pro and regional cyclists. The race starts 

at Druid Hill Park, 2600 Madison Ave. For more information, visit 

charmcitycross.com or call 443-759-5620.

 OCT. 8 -- FORT MCHENRY 5K
The Fort McHenry Tunnel 5K Walk/Run is hosted by MDTA 

to benefit Special Olympics Maryland. Participants will 

have a rare opportunity to walk/run through Bore 4 of the 

Fort McHenry Tunnel. To register, visit kintera.org/faf/home/
default.asp?ievent=1169595.

OCT. 8 -- LARRY’S RIDE AND RUN 
Larry’s Ride and Run, from 7 a.m.-4 p.m., will honor biker Larry 
Bensky, who lost his life while biking. The race will raise money 
for Bike Maryland, which raises awareness of bicyclists and 
bicycle-safety issues. For more information, visit larrysride.com/.

OCT. 14 -- FAMILY FAIR AND WALK 
Save the date for the Brent A. Rosenberg Family Fair & Walk. 

Entertainment and activities will take place after the walk, 
including playground fun, hula hoops, music, food, face painting, 
inflatables, giveaways and more, all at the Weinberg Y in Waverly 
from 1-3:30 p.m. For more information, visit familytreemd.org.

OCT. 14 -- HOLLY’S HOPE 5K RUN
This event -- organized by Bel Air resident Ethan Brito to honor 
his aunt, a survivor of abuse -- benefits Sexual Assault-Spouse 
Abuse, a nonprofit organization that provides free support to 
abuse victims. For more information, visit sarc-maryland.org.

OCT. 21 -- BALTIMORE RUNNING FESTIVAL
Registration is open for the Baltimore Running Festival. Choose 
from five distances through the Inner Harbor and surrounding 
areas. For more information, visit thebaltimoremarathon.com.

OCT. 28 -- HEATHER HURD 
SPOOKTACULAR 5K
The Trick or Treat 5K and walk at Harford Community College 
honors the memory of Heather L. Hurd, a history major at 
Harford Community College from 1999-2003 who was killed 
in 2008 by a distracted driver who was texting. The race was 
founded to raise funds for Remembrance Book Scholarships for 
Harford Community College students and to bring awareness to 
the dangers of distracted driving to children and adults alike. 
Participants may pre-register by visiting harford.edu/heather or 
calling 443-412-2449. 

 BASEBALL/SOFTBALL 

OCT. 14 -- BASEBALL CARD SHOW
A sports card and memorabilia show to benefit Monsignor Slade 
Catholic School will be held at Monsignor Slade Catholic School 
in Glen Burnie from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. For more details, call Leo at 
443-416-6447.

MUSEUM OF NEGRO LEAGUES BASEBALL
Visit the Hubert V. Simmons Museum of Negro Leagues Baseball 
at the Owings Mills Metro Centre. The museum is named after 
Bert Simmons, who played for the Baltimore Elite Giants. The 
museum is open daily and admission is free. Volunteers are 
always welcome. For more information, visit smnlbinc.org.

COCKEYSVILLE RECREATION
For updates about baseball registration for the 
Cockeysville Recreation Center, visit leagueathletics.com/ 
?org=COCKEYSVILLERECCOUNCIL.ORG or call 410-887-7734.

ADULT BASEBALL
Join the Eastern Baltimore County over-40 baseball league, 
which plays with wood bats on 90-foot diamonds. Players of all 
skill levels are encouraged to visit over40baseball.org or call Mike 
Lockett at 410-446-0443.

BLUE DEVIL UMPIRE ASSOCIATION
New baseball umpires are needed to officiate in Baltimore, Carroll 
and Frederick counties. No experience is necessary. Email Bob 
Frank at lawyerfrank@comcast.net or call 410-493-7011, or contact 
Larry Silverman at Bluedevilumps@comcast.net or call 410-484-2118.

MEN’S COED SOFTBALL
The Baltimore County Lutherville-Timonium Rec Council has 
opened team registration for the fall slow-pitch softball pro-
gram at Reisterstown Regional Park, which runs through early 
November. Leagues are Monday and Wednesday evenings. For 
additional registration details, email tjharrington51@netscape.net 
or call 443-847-1072.

 COMMUNITY BEAT
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  COMMUNITY BEAT

 SOCCER/RUGBY/SQUASH

SQUASH
SquashWise provides incentives for middle school students to 
excel academically, athletically and socially, as well as the oppor-
tunity to compete in local and national squash tournaments. No 
squash experience is necessary to become a tutor. Visit baltimor-

esquashwise.org to make your tax-deductible donation. To make 

equipment donations and/or become a volunteer tutor, email 

abbym@baltimoresquashwise.org.

MIGHTY KICKS PUP LEAGUE
The Pup League provides year-round soccer training for boys 
and girls of all abilities ages 2-7. It’s designed to build motor 
skills, self-confidence and basic techniques. Ongoing programs 
are available around Baltimore. For more information, visit 
mightykicksbaltimore.com.

RUGBY
The Baltimore-Chesapeake Rugby Club, the region’s only 
Division I men’s rugby club, is looking for experienced play-
ers or those new to the game. For more information, email  
baltimorechesapeakerugby@gmail.com or visit baltimorerugby.net.

CELTIC SOCCER CLUB
Tryouts for the Celtic Soccer Club are for boys ages 6-18 and 
girls 6-12. Registration and additional information is available at 
baltimoreceltic.com.

 GOLF 

SEPT. 25 -- 4TH QUARTER GOLF OUTING 
Enjoy a day of golf at Waverly Woods in Marriottsville to benefit 
The 4th Quarter, a nonprofit organization focused on building 
leadership skills and confidence through after-school sports 
programs for middle school-age students. For more information, 
visit the4thqtr.org/upcoming-events/ or call Justin at 443-904-6318.

OCT. 7 -- ED BLOCK MINI GOLF
This event benefits the Ed Block Courage Award Foundation’s 
efforts to raise awareness and prevention of child abuse in 
Baltimore and other NFL communities. There are two rounds 
of play at Perry Hall Mini Golf at noon and 2:30p.m. For more 
information, visit edblock.org or call 410-821-6252.

  FOOTBALL

OCT. 9 -- A PURPLE EVENING 
The Baltimore Ravens will host their 11th annual women’s event 
from 4 p.m.-9 p.m. at M&T Bank Stadium with a variety of activi-
ties that will entertain the most avid and knowledgeable fans, as 
well as those who are just looking for a girls night out. The event 
also offers access to Ravens player appearances and autographs, 
including several Q&A sessions on the field. Vouchers to obtain 
signatures will be distributed with the purchase of a ticket prior 
to the event. For tickets, visit baltimoreravens.com/purple or call 
410-261-RAVE (7283). 

OCT. 21 -- SOIREE WITH O.J. BRIGANCE 
Support people with ALS and celebrate the 48th birthday of 
the one and only O.J. Brigance. Festivities will take place from 
7 p.m.-11 p.m. at the Valley Mansion in Cockeysville. The event 
will feature music, dancing, food stations, wine, beer, live and 
silent auctions, celebrity appearances and more. For tickets, visit 
brigancebrigade.org/.

BALTIMORE TERPS YOUTH
Games are open to all players ages 4-14 regardless of weight or 
skill level. The games provide a platform for participants to play 
the proper position for their body size while also ensuring their 
success as they move on to high school and beyond. To register, 
visit baltimoreterps.com or call 443-863-TERP.

  OTHER ACTIVITES

SEPT. 15 -- FLIP FLOP FESTIVUS
A repeatedly sold out event with more than 300 guests, Flip Flop 
Festivus offers an elegant night on the town in a resort casual 
atmosphere. Past attendees have included former professional 
athletes, media personalities and community leaders such as 
Qadry Ismail, Brad Jackson, Gheorghe Muresan, Harvey Grant, 
Ed Norris, Walt Williams, David Aldridge and Johnny Holliday. The 
event will feature great food and drinks, casino games, raffle prizes 
and a live auction of highly sought-after sports and travel packages. 
For tickets visit, lifeandbreath.org/eventsdonate/flip-flop-festivus/.

SEPT. 16 -- BULL AND OYSTER ROAST
This event benefits Keep Punching, a nonprofit that raises funds 
to help in the fight against brain cancer. The roast will take place 
from 7 p.m.-11 p.m. at Columbus Gardens and will feature many 
sports-related items for auction. For tickets, visit flipcause.com/
secure/cause_pdetails/MjAwNDk=.

SEPT. 21 -- PUNCHES AND PRAYERS 
Baltimore Boxing Promotions is bringing a truly special evening 
of Olympic-style boxing while assisting Alan Blyweiss, a member 
of the boxing community suffering from Pugilistic Dementia. 
Former contender turned top trainer John “Iceman” Scully and 
various local boxers will also be on hand to meet fans through-
out the evening at Michael’s Eighth Avenue in Glen Burnie. Visit 
gofundme.com/blyweiss to donate and/or call 410-375-9175 or  
baltimoreboxing.com for tickets and more information.

SEPT. 23 -- LEGACY CHASE 
The Legacy Chase is dedicated to those who have overcome 
cancer. Show your support and enjoy a day of racing fun for the 
entire family. The gates will be open from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. For more 
information, visit gbmc.org/legacychase.

OCT. 7/8 -- DANNY WISEMAN BOWLING 
Join Danny Wiseman at 9 a.m. for a youth scholarship tourna-
ment at AMF Country Club Lanes, 9020 Pulaski Highway. To 
register, visit dannywisemanbowling.com.

HOMESCHOOL SPORTS
Baltimore-area homeschooled boys and girls in grades six-12 
interested in playing interscholastic sports -- such as soccer, 
volleyball and baseball -- can register for the upcoming school 
season. For more information or to register, email chensports@
verizon.net.

BALTIMORE FITNESS ACADEMY
BMoreFit’s goal is to reduce childhood obesity throughout the 
Baltimore metropolitan area by educating and mentoring urban 
youth with targeted programs for improved health, fitness and 
nutrition. For more details, visit bmorefit.org.

MARYLAND OFFICIALS CLUB
Interested in becoming a high school swimming official in the 
Baltimore-Anne Arundel area? Experience as a competitive 
swimmer or coach at the high school, college or masters level 
-- or prior experience officiating -- is strongly preferred. Email 
mdcommish@comcast.net or call Mike Connors at 410-653-7307.

DUCKPIN BOWLING 
There are openings for youth duckpin-bowling leagues for 
ages 3-21 at various duckpin centers in Baltimore. Most 
programs run Saturday mornings and include bowling, shoe 
rental and coaching. For more information, visit ndya.org, 
call Stacy Karten at 410-356-0936 or “like” duckpin bowling at 
facebook.com/theduckpinnews.

BICYCLE REPAIR
As a cooperative bicycle shop, visitors can work on a donated 
bike, use tools to fix a broken bike or buy ready-to-ride second-
hand bikes. Volunteer staff will provide assistance. For details, 
visit velocipedebikeproject.org.

OFFICIALS WANTED
Do you love roller derby? Do you love whistles? Do you love 
stats? Then you may be ready to join the ranks of the Charm City 
Roller Girls’ officiating crew, which is looking for skating and 
non-skating officials of all skill levels. No experience necessary. 
For more information, email referees@charmcityrollergirls.com. 

BABE RUTH MUSEUM
The improved Babe Ruth Birthplace Museum has reopened 
next to Camden Yards. Babe Ruth’s legacy shaped the sports 
and American life we live now. Consider making a tax-deductible 
donation. Visit baberuthmuseum.org/donate or call 410-727-1539, 
ext. 3012.
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in the Region!
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rioles manager Buck Showalter 
doesn’t hide the fact that he doesn’t 
like Major League Baseball’s Septem-
ber roster expansion, when teams can 
increase their rosters from 25 players 
to as many as 40. 

Of course, there’s some humor in 
his complaints considering the Birds 

have regularly taken advantage of having a greater 
quantity of players (pitchers in particular) available to 
them in September during Showalter’s tenure.

Showalter has recognized the irony of his success 
with expanded rosters when juxtaposed with his opin-
ion about the topic. Earlier this year, Showalter said, “If 
the rules are the rules, you’re going to take advantage 
of them. What do you do? [I’m not going to tell Major 
League Baseball], ‘Listen, I don’t like it, we’re only go-
ing to have six or seven [pitchers in the bullpen].’” 

So Showalter plays along despite his frustration 
with the rule. And in true Buck Showalter fashion, he 
tends to use all of the players at his disposal. Unfortu-
nately for Showalter, most of the pitchers he’s had at 
his disposal this season have not been good enough to 
succeed at the major league level. 

But it’s far past time for MLB to take this issue out 
of Showalter’s hands. It has never made sense for a 
sport to play with a certain set of rules for five months 
of a season and then suddenly drastically alter the 
rules of the game for the sixth month, which also hap-
pens to be the most important one of the season. You 
just can’t get around how weird the whole thing is. In 
fact, “weird” might not even fully explain it.

“It’s beyond weird,” ESPN’s “Sunday Night Base-
ball” analyst Jessica Mendoza said in a Glenn Clark 
Radio interview Sept. 8. “Weird isn’t even, to me, the 
right word. To me, it’s wrong. I will stand by the state-
ment, and I would bet if you were to poll managers and 
players in baseball right now, they don’t want it either. 
You’re talking about the most important month of the 
season, and now you’re dealing with teams who aren’t 
even who they are.” 

Consider this hypothetical situation: Team A and 
Team B are both fighting for a wild-card spot. Team A 
faces Team C on the final weekend of the season. Team 
C was only recently eliminated from playoff contention 
and is still largely made up of its typical roster of play-
ers. Team B is facing Team D, who was also recently 
eliminated but has decided to essentially field a Dou-
ble-A roster for the rest of the year to give players some 
exposure. Why is that fair to Team A?

There are plenty of positives for players and teams 
regarding September call-ups. For the players, it’s a 
chance to get the taste of the major leagues (like Ori-
oles outfielder Austin Hays this year and outfielder 
Trey Mancini last year) before they may be called upon 
as regulars the following season. For the teams, it pro-
vides fresh options at the end of a grueling season.  
But if we’re trying to solve fatigue, couldn’t we simply 
trim the schedule by 18 games? Or if we’re willing to 
wildly change the rules of the game, why not make Sep-
tember games only seven innings long? It’s about as 
logical as roster expansions. 

As ESPN’s Buster Olney said during a Glenn Clark 
Radio interview Sept. 8: “It’s awful. It slows down the 
game. It’s a product, as one Major League Baseball of-
ficial said to me, ‘that’s beneath us.’” 

Olney said MLB thought it was close to an agree-
ment with the Players Association last year that would 
provide some long-term change to the silly rule, but 
things came apart. He could not provide the specif-
ics of what an agreement would entail, but there are a 
number of options. 

Perhaps the 25-man roster could be expanded for 
the entire season. Teams could be allowed a 28-man ac-
tive roster over the course of 162 games, which would 
allow for an additional arm or two. While it may still 
slow games down a bit, at least there would be no team 
with a particular competitive advantage at any point in 
the season. Or teams could designate one “extra arm” 
they could use in September to help combat fatigue. Or 
teams could still be allowed to use all players from their 
40-man roster in September but no more than 28 could 
be on the big league club at the same time. 

All are possibilities and all are better options than 
the current system. Buck Showalter is right. Chang-
ing the rules of the game in September is stupid, and 
it needs to end. •

 THE REALITY CHECK

  Glenn Clark

Buck Showalter Is Right: MLB Should Do 
Away With September Roster Expansion

O
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“He had that when he was in high 
school and it carried right over into 
college. He had a takeover attitude, 
which I thought would have [made] a 
great quarterback. Evidently he car-
ried that on into professional football. 
Anything he did up there [in Balti-
more] doesn’t surprise me because, 
again, he’s one of the best athletes. 
... He was as good of a guy as he was 

a football player. Never in a problem. Always got the grades. 
Just a wonderful guy to coach.” 

- Legendary former Florida State head coach Bobby Bowden Aug. 22 on the career and 
toughness of recently retired former Ravens receiver Anquan Boldin

“It’s the same goals every year wheth-
er you win it or lose it. We’re still trying 
to win our conference; we’re still trying 
to win the Commander-in-Chief’s Tro-
phy. So every year you come back -- 
whether you win or lose -- and try and 
regain that. Every year is different. 
Every game is different. So we come 
back. All you can do from the previous 
season is learn from your mistakes and 

some of the things that happened. That’s all we try to do.”

- Navy football head coach Ken Niumatalolo Aug. 22 on the team’s pursuit of getting the 
Commander-in-Chief’s Trophy back to Annapolis, Md., this season

“The last month, I’m honestly just 
standing up there just trying to have 
fun and just see the ball and hit the 
ball. … Baseball’s hard enough, and 
when you’re thinking about five or 
10 different things in the box about 
your stance, it’s going to be hard 
to hit a ball. There were multiple 
times in previous years where I was 
working on the stance adjustment, I 
would be thinking about five differ-
ent things and then all the sudden … it was kind of like I woke 
up, and I was already sitting back on the bench, and I didn’t 
even remember the at-bat because I was thinking all these other 
things.”

- Orioles outfield prospect DJ Stewart Aug. 23 on how a change in his batting stance led 
to more success at the plate for him at Double-A Bowie this season

“It’s been a lot of fun to reconnect 
with the game and be around the 
guys. The Ravens have always been 
a first-class organization. The fans 
have always been great to me. 
And so to go back and be on the, 
I guess the other side of the fence, 
was different. It was humbling and 
an honor all in one to see some of 
the younger guys and feel like the 
old guy. I look at [linebacker Ter-
rell] Suggs -- I think this is year 15 for him -- I look and say, ‘He 
was a rookie under me!’ So it’s kind of interesting to see the 
transition and how things have changed.” 

- Former Ravens linebacker Adalius Thomas Aug. 14 on being back with the team for 
training camp this year as a coaching intern

Listen to Glenn Clark Radio live from
10 a.m.-noon,  
Monday-Friday

GlennClarkRadio.com

     PressBoxOnline.com/radio
    Streaming Live At

     PressBoxOnline.com/radio

Sunday
10 a.m.-noon  

Monday-Friday
10 a.m.-noon  

Saturday
10 a.m.-noon  

WITH KEN ZALIS 
          AND THE NFL CHICK
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Geppi’s Entertainment Museum is a pop culture shrine, a tribute to the exciting
 characters, toys and experiences that have shaped our past and our present.

Whether you’re looking for a gateway to history or a place to hold
 an amazing family or corporate event, you’ll find it at GEM!

Action Comics #1 
The first appearance

of Superman The original, hand-made 
G.I. Joe prototype

Do You Want a Party
 of Historic Proportions?

Do You Want a Party
 of Historic Proportions?

Located in Baltimore’s historic Camden Yards sports complex,
right across the street from the Baltimore Convention Center

and immediately next door to Oriole Park! 

To make your party a night to remember, 
contact: Nadja Martens, Sales Manager – Events

Phone: (410) 625-7063
Email: mnadja@geppismuseum.com

www.GeppisMuseum.com

 
DIAMOND COMIC PRESENTS:  

RICIG’S WORLD OF SPORTS



888-848-BIRD

SEPTEMBER 
18-20
SEPTEMBER 19
Orioles Knit Cap
(All fans)

SEPTEMBER 22
Fireworks Night (Postgame)
(All fans)

SEPTEMBER 23
Orioles Hooded Sweatshirt 
(All fans 15 & over)

SEPTEMBER 24
Oriole Bird Bobblehead  
Toothbrush Holder
presented by United Concordia
(All fans 14 & under)

Kids Run the Bases (Postgame)
presented by Weis Markets
(All fans ages 4 to 14)

VS.

VS.

# B I R D L A N D

# O P A C Y 2 5

CAP OFF 
THE REGULAR 

SEASON

SEPTEMBER 
21-24

FAN APPRECIATION WEEKEND
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