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More than anyone else, OZZIE NEWSOME 

has helped shape the identity of the Ravens. As he 

prepares for his f inal NFL Draft as general manager,  

we look back at a man who was worthy of all that trust

BY BO SMOLKA  >  Page 16
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KIDS RUN THE BASES
PRESENTED BY WEIS MARKETS   
POSTGAME, ALL KIDS AGES 4 -14

Celebrate Sundays in Birdland with your family and 
bring your kids’ Major League dreams to life.

FRIDAY FIREWORKS AT AMERICA’S BALLPARK
Every Friday home game May through August, all fans 
can enjoy postgame fireworks.

ORIOLES T-SHIRT 
ALL FANS

ORIOLES LIGHTWEIGHT HOODIE 
FIRST 35,000 FANS 15 & OVER

ORIOLES CAP 
PRESENTED BY DAP • FIRST 20,000 FANS 15 & OVER

ORIOLES COASTER SET
FIRST 20,000 FANS 15 & OVER

ORIOLES PUFFY VEST 
FIRST 35,000 FANS 15 & OVER

ORIOLES DUFFLE BAG 
FIRST 20,000 FANS 15 & OVER
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FRIDAY FIREWORKS 
PRESENTED BY THE HARTFORD • POSTGAME, ALL FANS

EXCLUSIVE ORIOLES CARD PACK 
PRESENTED BY TOPPS • ALL FANS

RETRO TALKING ALARM CLOCK
PRESENTED BY UNITED CONCORDIA DENTAL • ALL FANS 14 & UNDER
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FRIDAY FIREWORKS
POSTGAME, ALL FANS

ORIOLES MARYLAND FLAG SCRIPT REPLICA JERSEY
PRESENTED BY MORGAN STATE UNIVERSITY • FIRST 35,000 FANS 15 & OVER

ORIOLES T-SHIRT 
ALL FANS

FRIDAY FIREWORKS 
POSTGAME, ALL FANS

TREY MANCINI BOBBLEHEAD 
FIRST 25,000 FANS 15 & OVER

BIRDLAND SUMMER GARDEN GNOME 
PRESENTED BY OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND • FIRST 25,000 FANS 15 & OVER
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SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

EARTH DAY TOTE BAG 
PRESENTED BY MLB NETWORK • FIRST 20,000 FANS 15 & OVER

YOUTH BASEBALL & SOFTBALL DAY
PRESENTED BY MARYLAND 529 • PRE-REGISTERED YOUTH TEAMS
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ORIOLES T-SHIRT
ALL FANS

FRIDAY FIREWORKS
POSTGAME, ALL FANS

ORIOLES CAR EMBLEM 
PRESENTED BY E-ZPASS MARYLAND  • FIRST 25,000 FANS 15 & OVER

MOTHER’S DAY PASHMINA SCARF 
FIRST 20,000 FANS 18 & OVER

YOUTH BASEBALL & SOFTBALL DAY
PRESENTED BY MARYLAND 529 • PRE-REGISTERED YOUTH TEAMS

FIELD TRIP DAY 
PRESENTED BY WJZ-TV • PRE-REGISTERED STUDENTS

ORIOLES MEMORIAL DAY T-SHIRT 
ALL FANS

ORIOLES COOLER BACKPACK 
FIRST 20,000 FANS 15 & OVER • PRESENTED BY VISIT SARASOTA

9

11

12

13

16

28

30

M
A

Y

BATTLE OF  
THE BELTWAYS

MAY 28-30

FRIDAY FIREWORKS 
POSTGAME, ALL FANS

DYLAN BUNDY BOBBLEHEAD 
FIRST 25,000 FANS 15 & OVER

ORIOLES FLOPPY HAT 
PRESENTED BY MILLER LITE • FIRST 20,000 FANS 21 & OVER

FRIDAY FIREWORKS 
POSTGAME, ALL FANS

FATHER’S DAY NECK TIE 
FIRST 20,000 FANS 18 & OVER

BUCK “SNOW”ALTER SNOW GLOBE 
FIRST 25,000 FANS 15 & OVER

FRIDAY FIREWORKS 
PRESENTED BY MARYLAND CREDIT UNION • POSTGAME, ALL FANS

BIRDLAND HAWAIIAN SHIRT 
FIRST 35,000 FANS 15 & OVER
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OPENING DAY WALK-OFF
ADAM JONES’ GAME-WINNING HOME RUN IN THE BOTTOM OF THE 11TH INNING MARCH 29 MARKED THE ORIOLES’ THIRD CONSECUTIVE OPENING DAY WALK-OFF WIN. IT 

WAS ALSO THE EIGHTH STRAIGHT OPENING DAY WIN FOR BUCK SHOWALTER AS ORIOLES MANAGER.

“I KNEW IT WAS GONE OFF THE BAT,” JONES SAID.

PHOTO BY: KENYA ALLEN/PRESSBOX

OF THE MONTH



hile it’s certainly nice 
that the Baltimore Ori-
oles have, for the most 
part, been a competitive 
and relevant team since 
2012, the franchise still 
hasn’t won a World Series 
since 1983. 

So while the overall experience in Bird-
land from 2012-2017 has been a lot better 
than the losing seasons that preceded it, 
the reality is that it’s only slightly better 
than kissing your sister, which is not ex-
citing. 

Orioles executive vice president of base-
ball operations Dan Duquette has proved 
his worth as a team-builder with the Mon-
treal Expos (1987–1994), Boston Red Sox 
(1994–2002) and now with the Orioles.

When he arrived in Baltimore ahead of 
the 2012 season, a lot of the local media 

thought he was either disingenuous or 
daft when he said the Orioles could make 
the playoffs in 2012. Duquette got the last 
laugh after the 2012 Orioles advanced to 
the postseason, and he earned a nice ex-
tension that is now set to expire after the 
2018 season.

With help from manager Buck Showal-
ter, the culture in the Orioles’ clubhouse 
has risen to the level of a winning club.

Defensively, the team has been sol-
id. The bullpen has been extraordinary 
throughout most of Duquette’s tenure and 
the Orioles continue to blast homer after 
homer.

So, what then has been the club’s big-
gest problem? 

While the starting pitching was histori-
cally bad in 2017, that hasn’t ultimately been 
the team’s Achilles heel, nor is it the reason 
the Orioles haven’t been able to reach the 
status of championship contender.

No, what continues to plague the Ori-

oles is something that Duquette has prom-
ised to address: on-base percentage.

The Orioles’ team OBP marks the last 
five seasons have been:

• .313 in 2013
• .311 in 2014
• .307 in 2015
• .317 in 2016
• .312 in 2017
Through the early part of the 2018 sea-

son, the Orioles’ team OBP has hovered 
around .270.

Aside from slugger Nelson Cruz, the 
Orioles’ offensive additions during the past 
few years -- Mark Trumbo, Tim Beckham 
and Colby Rasmus -- have been OBP stiffs 
throughout their careers. To further add 
insult to injury, as a team the Orioles strike 
out at an alarming rate.

Let’s look back at the OBP of the most 
recent World Series champions to see how 
they compare:

• 013 Boston Red Sox, .349 OBP
• 2014 San Francisco Giants, .311 OBP
• 2015 Kansas City Royals, .322 OBP 

(however, their five core  players -- 
Mike Moustakas (.348), Lorenzo Cain 
(.361), Kendrys Morales (.362), Alex 
Gordon (.377) and Eric Hosmer (.363) 
-- all had strong numbers)

• 2016 Chicago Cubs, .343 OBP
• 2017 Houston Astros, .346 OBP
It’s no secret that Duquette had to fo-

cus on improving his starting pitching this 
past offseason. However, it’s as if OBP was 
once again glossed over. 

While the additions of right-handers 
Andrew Cashner and Alex Cobb were ab-
solute necessities, it sure would have been 
nice to have added someone like outfielder 
Jarrod Dyson, who eventually signed with 
the Arizona Diamondbacks, and his career 
.324 OBP -- not to mention his speed at the 
top of the order.

But instead Duquette signed Rasmus, 
who sports a career .310 OBP and found 
himself on the disabled list after an embar-
rassing first 21 at-bats

Dyson would have represented a real 
attempt at improving the team’s OBP 
while also adding some speed to the top of 
the order. Instead, the Orioles’ brain trust 
went with its tried-and-true formula of 
lower OBP and more strikeouts with Ras-
mus.

While the season is still young, it seems 
that the team may pitch at a higher level 
this season, but that OBP problem still 
haunts Showalter’s daily lineup. Two 
weeks into the season, the six players with 
some of the most at-bats  -- Adam Jones, 
Jonathan Schoop, Beckham, Rasmus, Ca-
leb Joseph and Chance Sisco -- have com-
bined to strike out 68 times, while walking 
just seven times. Their OBPs aren’t great 
either.

I may not be a baseball analytics ex-
pert, but I have watched enough baseball 
to know that you can’t win championships 
with those kinds of numbers. •
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iger Gao became the first 
Johns Hopkins fencer in 
more than a decade to 
compete in the NCAA 
championships as the 
Blue Jays sophomore 
battled for the title in 

the epee at Penn State March 25.
Of the 72 men’s fencers selected for 

the epee championship -- the epee is the 
heaviest and largest of the three fencing 
blades -- Gao was just one of six athletes 
from a Division III school. He won six 

bouts to finish 23rd overall, but he lost 
six bouts by one touch. 

The epee title was won by Marc-An-
toine Blais (Ohio State). The other two 
fencing categories, the sabre and the foil, 
were won by fencers from Harvard and 
Notre Dame, respectively.

Despite representing a Division III 
fencing program against the heavy-
weight Division I programs, Gao still 
isn’t satisfied with his performance. 

“To be the first to compete for a na-
tional championship in a decade is defi-

nitely an honor, but it was a learning 
experience that I will build on,” the soft-
spoken Gao said. “It didn’t go as well as 
I’d hoped. I was going against the best 
college players in the country. I will be 
better prepared mentally the next time. 
I know the format now.”

Including the championships, Gao fin-
ished the season with a 62-40 record and a 
136-70 record during his college career so far. 

While Gao believes strength and phys-
icality are significant factors in fencing 
success, he said instincts and strategy 
are the most important elements. At the 
tournament, Gao was able to scout some 
of his opponents before facing them. 

“I learned when to start my actions,” 
he said. “Seeing what actions they liked 
to use also helped. I could see how fast 
they were and gauge distances. It’s all 
about distance. Some were really fast.” 

Gao, who grew up on Long Island, N.Y., 
in the town of Manhasset, started fencing 
with his sister just before he turned 13. 

He fenced at the North Shore Fencing 

Club for five years.  
“I was small, and I lost a lot,” said 

Gao, who is now 5-foot-8. “Everybody 
was bigger and taller. I had to figure out 
how to compete. I learned from my mis-
takes. It took awhile for me to adopt a 
style for myself. I was the only one in my 
grade who fenced.”

By his sophomore year at Paul D. 
Schreiber High School in New York, Gao 
started to appear in the national rank-
ings, compiled by the National Fencing 
Club. He fenced in an international com-
petition and improved his technique. 

“That’s when I learned I might be 
pretty good,” he said.

Gao, who made the dean’s list as 
a computer science major, will take a 
break before resuming his fencing train-
ing, but he is looking forward to setting 
new records next year.

“I’m going to take some time off from 
fencing,” he said. “But I will continue to 
lift weights and get stronger for next year.”

-- Dean Smith
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Johns Hopkins Fencer 
Reaches NCAA Championship
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Aberdeen IronBirds 
Will Become  
The Star-Spangled 
Banners To Honor 
Military 

For several games this season, the 
Aberdeen IronBirds will have a different 
look -- and a new name.

The IronBirds, the Orioles’ short-sea-
son Class A affiliate, will undergo a name 
change for every Sunday home game and 
for their Military Appreciation Night 
Aug. 9. The IronBirds will transform into 
the Star-Spangled Banners to celebrate 
Maryland as “the home of the National 
Anthem.”

The idea for the name change came 
from director of creative services Kevin 
Jimenez, whose inspiration for the idea 
came from an unexpected place. 

“I was actually driving and saw some-
one with a War of 1812 license plate,” 
Jimenez said. “I thought about the Star-
Spangled Banner and what it means to 
the state of Maryland. It just clicked, 
and I thought, ‘Has anyone done this be-
fore?’”

The answer would be, no. No team, at 
least to the IronBirds’ knowledge, has ever 
changed its name to the Star-Spangled 
Banners. The IronBirds’ creative leaders 
explained that they ran with the idea for 
multiple reasons. 

“We wanted to do something to repre-
sent Maryland’s pride in the national an-
them,” IronBirds general manager Matt 
Slatus said. “We also wanted to recognize 
the men and women of our armed forces.”

The IronBirds will wear uniforms 
to match the name change, which will 
feature red, white and blue jerseys and 
hats. The lyrics to the entire national 
anthem will be strategically placed on 
the jersey’s tail. 

The IronBirds will also offer special 
ticket packages for fans Aug. 9, which 
will benefit the Tragedy Assistance Pro-
gram for Survivors (TAPS), which offers 
assistance and resources to families of 
fallen service members.

“Fans can buy a $25 ticket package for 
the Star-Spangled Banner game,” Slatus 
said. “When they do so, and for every 
package that is purchased, a ticket will 
be given to a member of the armed forc-
es. Along with that, we will also make 
a $5 donation [for every package] to 
TAPS, a very important charity for those 
who have lost loved ones in the military.” 

Aberdeen’s season doesn’t begin un-
til mid-June, so the front office hasn’t 
received feedback from players just yet, 
but Slatus has spoken to manager Kevin 
Bradshaw who “is very excited about it.” 

The team has also seen positive reac-
tion online. Slatus said it’s “important to 
capture people’s attention,” and that he 
“loves to the see the excitement.”

The patriotic uniforms are a perfect 
fit for the IronBirds, whose stadium is 
located less than 10 miles from Aberdeen 
Proving Ground.

“With the Aberdeen Proving Ground 
being right here in the area, we always 
average a good amount of military mem-
bers,” Slatus said. “We will have thou-
sands of military members here the 
night of Military Appreciation Night.”

The Star-Spangled Banners are here 

to stay for the 2018 season, but whether 
they’ll be around for future seasons is 
still to be determined.

“Honoring and recognizing the mili-
tary is something we will always do, no 

matter what,” Slatus said. “But also, one 
of the best parts about minor league 
baseball is the ability to do something 
new and fun every year.”

-- Evan Raigrodski

  FRONT ROW

Show segments available at PressBoxOnline.com
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cCormick & Co. Inc. 
shareholders love their 
spices, but apparently 
they are also fans of the 
University of Maryland, 
Baltimore County -- 
and UMBC hoops.

UMBC president Dr. Freeman 
Hrabowski was the only one of McCor-
mick’s board members to get a round of 
applause at the Sparks, Md.-based spice 
maker’s annual shareholders meeting 
March 28, more goodwill generated by 
UMBC’s stunning March Madness up-
set of the University of Virginia March 
16, the first time a No. 16 seed knocked 
off a No. 1 seed in men’s tournament 
history. Six different people went up to 
Hrabowski to tell him that their child 
had attended UMBC and where the child 

is now working.
“That is the product,” 

Hrabowski told the Balti-
more Business Journal after 
the meeting. “I say to them, 
it’s like the McCormick 
product. There is my prod-
uct, the students. That is 
the message.”

The renowned university 
president called the weeks 
after the win “unbelievable” 
and “the most celebrated 
period in the history of the UMBC.” 
What excites him the most is that all 
of the attention has made more people 
aware of the school’s rigorous and high-
performing academic reputation.

“It has been a transformational ex-
perience,” Hrabowski said of all the at-
tention the 74-54 win vs. Virginia has 
garnered the university. “But most im-
portant, it has been able to shed light on 
the substance of UMBC, and that is the 

academic program. Make no 
mistake about it, we are first 
about academics here.”

UMBC and Hrabowski 
are nationally known for ac-
complishments in the areas 
of science, technology, engi-
neering and math, though 
Virginia exacted a bit of re-
venge last week by knock-
ing off the Retrievers (the 
defending national champ) 
in a national cybersecurity 

competition.
For Hrabowski, it’s all about per-

spective and priorities. At a celebration 
on campus, Hrabowski recounted how 
one of the basketball players was asked 
about the experience, and he responded 
that he was proud of the team’s per-
formance, “but I have to go back to my 
studies.” Another player said the basket-
ball team is “standing on the shoulders 
of the chess team.”

“Ain’t that a great line?” Hrabowski 
said.

Taking advantage of the increased 
publicity will be important for UMBC. 
Even before the upset victory, school of-
ficials were hoping to benefit off simply 
being in the NCAA Tournament and how 
that could drive increased applications 
and alumni donations. After the win, 
UMBC vice president Gregory Simmons 
said that process had been “accelerat-
ed.”

The university will build on market-
ing and branding UMBC as a school 
that balances academics and athletics, 
Hrabowski said. 

Hrabowski also pointed to the school’s 
new arena as an important asset. Sports 
marketing experts expect companies to 
bid high for naming rights. UMBC also 
expects get a shot in the arm for its re-
cruiting efforts.

“It’s a matter of just building on the 
strength and being better and better at 
what we do,” Hrabowski said. “Balanced 
athletics, first-rate academics and hav-
ing the country look at how a middle-
class place can be among the best -- 
that’s our message. You don’t have to be 
rich to be the very best, academically or 
athletically.” •

For more local sports 
business coverage, visit 

BalitmoreBusinessJournal.com

  Holden Wilen
  Baltimore Business Journal

UMBC President Freeman Hrabowski 
Still Feeling Effects Of Historic Win

M

 SPORTS BUSINESS

Now
Celebrating Our  

46th Year 
Of Operation

Where Great Food & 
Great Times Intersect!

4100 North Point Boulevard • 4 min. from 695, exit 41
Monday-Saturday 8:00am-2:00am • Sunday 11:00am-1:00am

 Reservations: 410-477-1975 • www.costasinn.com

Go Ravens,  
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uring his childhood, Kody Milton ex-
perienced baseball in ways most kids 
can only dream of, thanks to his father, 
Eric, who pitched in the majors for 11 
seasons after playing at the University 
of Maryland from 1994-1996.

Eric Milton spent the majority of 
his professional career with the Min-

nesota Twins (1998-2003), but also had stints with the 
Philadelphia Phillies, Cincinnati Reds and Los Angeles 
Dodgers. 

As a result, Kody Milton had privileged access to the 
major leagues, with his earliest memories stemming 
from his dad’s time in Cincinnati.  

“For night games, the players would get there early 
in the day, so a lot of times my dad would bring me 
along for half of the day,” said Kody Milton, who is a 
senior at Severna Park High School. “I could hang out 
in the clubhouse and meet the other players and their 
kids. We got to run on the field, and I remember loving 
whenever we got to play in the outfield. We’d take bat-
ting practice out there and hit it over the fence; some-
times there’d be fans around to cheer for us. It was a 
pretty cool experience for a 5-year-old.”

Eric Milton enjoyed a sensational professional ca-
reer. He threw a no-hitter in 1999; made the All-Star 
game in 2001, and recorded a postseason win in 2002. 
But Eric Milton said one of the best things about play-
ing in the majors was getting to bring his son to work.

“He had Ken Griffey Jr. throwing him batting prac-
tice, so that was definitely different,” Eric Milton said. 
“It was a lot different than what I experienced growing 
up, but I still saw the love, passion and drive that he 
had. The hard work he’s put in is parallel to what I did.”

That hard work has paid off. Kody Milton is one of 
the top high school players in Maryland. And he still 
gets to go to work with his dad, who serves as Severna 
Park’s head baseball coach.

Kody Milton had strong seasons during his first 
three years of high school, but his junior year in par-
ticular stands out. He batted .580 with a .700 on base 
percentage and finished the year with 11 doubles and 
six home runs, all while playing solid defense at first 
and third base.

He earned a plethora of honors after his junior sea-
son, including being named an Under Armor All-Amer-
ican. As a result, he got to play at Wrigley Field in the 
Under Armor All-American game this past July, an ex-
perience he called his best baseball memory of all time.

“Being with some of the best players for my age in 
the world and getting that competition puts in perspec-
tive just how talented some players are,” Kody Milton 
said. “You go from being one of the best players locally 
to a place where you’re average, it motivated me a lot.”

Eric Milton has had a front-row view of his son’s high 
school career; he took over for the Falcons two years 
before his son got to high school.

It’s been a solid dynamic for the duo for the past 
three years. Eric Milton coached his son while he was 
growing up, so it wasn’t the first time the two had to 
deal with the coach-player relationship.

“We’re used to it,” Kody Milton said. “When we’re at 
the baseball field he treats me like any other player. 

Sometimes we talk about baseball at home, but for the 
most part we forget what happened at the field.”

Still, coaching your son presents some challenges. 
Before his freshman season, Kody Milton worked 

hard at improving his swing and adjusting his approach 
at the plate. The hard work paid off. When spring try-
outs came around, Kody Milton was one of the best 
players on the field, which put his coach in a bind.

“I was unsure about putting any freshman on the 
[varsity] team, especially my son, and seeing how peo-
ple would react to that,” Eric Milton said. “The other 
coaches talked me into putting him on the varsity, 
which made me feel better about it. There were still 
some people who were critical of it at first, but then he 
hit .400 and started at first base for us as we made the 
state championship.”

As Kody Milton continued to thrive on the baseball 
diamond, college programs began to take notice.

Initially, Kody Milton didn’t want to consider Mary-
land. He wanted to play somewhere he’d be viewed just 
as a baseball player, not as Eric Milton’s son, and he 
struggled to see how that could be possible at his fa-
ther’s alma mater.

After visiting a few different colleges, though, he de-
cided to give Maryland a look and loved it.

“I could really see myself at Maryland, and they 
wanted me for who I am,” Kody Milton said. “Even 
though both my parents went to Maryland, they didn’t 
pressure me to choose it. They wanted me to go where 
I wanted to go.”

Eric Milton echoed his son’s sentiments, though he 
admitted he’s excited his son chose to go to a school 
where his family can watch him play baseball regularly. 

Before that happens though, Kody Milton has to 
play his final high school baseball season. For as out-
standing as his high school career has been, Severna 
Park hasn’t won a Maryland Public Secondary School 
Athletic Association state championship during his 
time on the team.

“Being unable to do it during my first three years, 
then winning a state championship as a senior with 
your Dad as your head coach would be a pretty crazy 
moment,” Kody Milton said. “I’d remember it forever 
if it ends up happening that way. I’m sure both of us 
would.” •

 VARSITY REPORT

For Severna Park’s Kody Milton, 
Baseball Is A Legacy From Dad
 Wick Eisenberg
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Orioles RHP Kevin Gausman
By Rich Dubroff

What’s a habit you wish you didn’t have?
Biting my fingernails.
 
What’s your favorite guilty pleasure fast-food order? 
Chipotle.
 
If you could trade places with any TV or movie character, 
who would it be? 
Will Ferrell.

 
What’s your favorite pregame meal or snack? 
Pasta.
 
Who was your favorite sports star when you were a kid?
Roy Halladay.
 
What would you be doing if you weren’t playing baseball?  
A historian.
 

Are you a good cook? What’s your best dish?
Absolutely, steak and mushrooms.
 
What’s your all-time favorite movie?
“Monty Python and the Holy Grail.”
 
What’s your hidden talent?
Beatboxing.
 

What is your go-to karaoke song? 
My Humps [by the Black Eyed Peas].
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Pharmaron, located in downtown Baltimore is currently seeking volunteers 
to participate in a clinical research study to evaluate an investigational drug.

We are looking for healthy men and women, non-smokers, ages 18 to 55, 
to participate in a study consisting of a 4 day/3 night inpatient stay with  
1 follow up visit.  

Qualified participants will be compensated up to $1,500 for their time and effort. 

Healthy Men and Women Needed

Contact our recruiting department now at 

410.706.8833 or 1.866.706.8833 
or email baltimore.recruiter@pharmaron-us.com

Visit our website at www.pharmaron.com  
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or decades, there was a 
long-standing rule about 
sports betting in Nevada.

For all the exotic prop 
wagers and sky-high bet-
ting limits that make Ne-
vada’s sports books a par-

adise for fans with a taste for gambling, it was 
always a rule that bets had to be on events 
that were settled on the field of play.

Whether football or horseracing or even 
poker, state gaming regulations required that 
the event had to be a live-action competition.

No Academy Awards bets. No election 
bets, either.

Fairly recently, there have been some mi-
nor exceptions to the “live action” rule, with 
betting allowed in some sports award catego-
ries, such as Super Bowl MVPs and Cy Young 
Awards. However, that pervasive rule about 
limiting wagers to events that are decided on 
the field of play was tweaked in a significant 
way last year by the Nevada Gaming Con-
trol Board when it approved wagering at the 
state’s sports books on the NFL Draft.

Apparently, the sports books have to de-
sign ever-new ways to entice action.

This year, the state gaming board expand-

ed the range of wagers for the NFL Draft. The 
2018 draft is being held at A&T Stadium in 
Arlington, Texas, April 26-28.

Last year, there were 16 bets, and the bets 
could not be specific to a certain player. For 
instance, a typical wager was whether more 
offensive or defensive players would be taken 
during the first round.

This year, there are 32 categories of bets, 
and some of those wagers include specific 
players, such as whether quarterback X will 
be drafted ahead of running back Z. And 
to level the wagering field (the way a point 
spread does), if quarterback X is widely pre-
dicted to be selected higher than running 
back Z, the bet may propose: quarterback X 
(with a draft position handicap) versus run-
ning back Z.

So here’s a sample of bets permitted in Ne-
vada on the NFL Draft:
• The number of players drafted from a par-

ticular college in round one.
• More players drafted from conference X 

than conference Y in round one.
• Over/Under on the number of quarter-

backs drafted in rounds one and two.
• Over/Under on the number of offensive 

players drafted in rounds one and two.
• Player X or player Y drafted first with 

odds.
You get the idea.

An interesting angle to all this is that it 
places new emphasis on the prognostications 
of draft gurus, such as Baltimore’s Mel Kiper 
Jr., and it certainly creates more incentive for 
fans to pay attention to the draft seers.

Early this month, some of the larger Las 
Vegas sports books had not yet posted spe-
cific odds for the NFL Draft, but fans could 
still get a feel for the betting climate by perus-
ing online offshore odds websites.

Quarterbacks Sam Darnold (USC) and 
Josh Allen (Wyoming) and running back Sa-
quon Barkley (Penn State) were the favorites 
to go at the top of the first round at some 
odds websites.

However, the draft is extremely fluid. After 
all, the No. 1 pick overall could change hands 
in a trade, and that may change the priority 
attached to the selection.

While the NFL Draft gives Vegas’ sports 
book another product to offer, Jay Kornegay, 
who runs the race and sports SuperBook at 
the Westgate Las Vegas Casino & Resort, 
said in an email, “Last year, we had some in-
terest, but it didn’t move the needle.”

To be fair, the concept was new (meaning 
unfamiliar) last year, and the wagering didn’t 
include specific players. Draft prop betting 
may need some time to catch on with bettors.

However, down the road, Las Vegas -- as a 
new NFL city -- is also in line for the traveling 

NFL Draft show. That could happen as soon 
as next year or in 2020, when the Raiders start 
playing there.

That’s the sort of happening that will defi-
nitely move the draft’s wagering needle.

• • •
Just as Las Vegas sports books are trying 

new wagering products to attract customers, 
so are daily fantasy sports websites.

One new wrinkle that debuted during the 
NFL playoffs was the introduction of contests 
that feature players from just one real game.

For baseball, DraftKings calls the contest 
type that features a single game a “Show-
down.”

The concept is fairly simple.
On DraftKings, the DFS player has six 

lineup spots to fill, regardless of position 
(pitchers are included), while staying within 
a certain salary cap. A lineup must include 
at least one player from each real team, and 
lineups must not have more than four hitters 
from any one team. The FanDuel baseball 
version requires a five-player lineup (no pitch-
ers), assembled within a salary cap, consist-
ing of an infielder, outfielder and three more 
players of any position. One player is a des-
ignated “MVP,” and that player accumulates 
points at a rate of 1.5-times the others. The 
lineup must include players from both teams.

The concept has a couple of appeals.
The single-game format is extremely sim-

ple and requires far less time to compose a 
lineup in contrast to a conventional DFS con-
test, where the player selection is more com-
plex because it approximates an actual base-
ball lineup. And to follow the results of their 
contest, DFS customers only have to focus on 
that one real game.

Whether single-game contests will attract 
a significant following of casual sports fans 
because of all that simplicity remains to be 
seen. •
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  THE 15

On March 13, it appeared as though the Bal-
timore Ravens were signing free-agent Wash-
ington Redskins wide receiver Ryan Grant. The 
signing was reported by the NFL Network and 
even acknowledged by the team’s official web-
site. Of course, the deal fell through when Grant 
failed his physical; he later signed with the In-
dianapolis Colts. 

This brought to mind a number of other in-
stances in which an athlete either officially or 
seemingly joined the Ravens, Orioles, Baltimore 
Colts or Maryland Terrapins but were never ac-
tually part of the team for whatever reason. So 
this month, we offer the 15 “Baltimore athletes 
who never were.”

 

GUARD/FORWARD JUSTIN 
ANDERSON
The 76ers wing is currently in his third NBA sea-

son after an All-Atlantic Coast Conference-caliber career 
at Virginia. The Montrose Christian alum had originally 
committed to Maryland, but he then changed his mind 
due to Gary Williams’ retirement and the departure of for-
mer assistant coach Rob Ehsan. But Maryland was able to 
keep Nick Faust, so there’s that.

 RELIEF PITCHER GRANT BALFOUR
Much like when the Orioles agreed to a two-year 
deal with then-free-agent reliever Xavier Her-

nandez in 1998, the 2013 pact they entered into with Bal-
four blew up because of an issue with his physical. In re-
cent years, the Orioles similarly dealt with physical issues 
with pitchers Jair Jurrjens and Yovani Gallardo but man-
aged to make lesser deals work. They also dealt with issues 
regarding physicals in the past, but we’ll get back to that. 

WIDE RECEIVER DREW BENNETT
The former Tennessee Titan and St. Louis Ram 
signed a one-year deal with the Ravens July 24, 

2009. On July 26, 2009, Bennett retired from the NFL because 
of a previous knee issue that flared up again. We’ll never for-
get those two days Drew Bennett was a Raven, though. 

POINT GUARD SAM CASSELL JR.
In March 2012, the Baltimore native (and son of 
the NBA legend/Baltimore native of the same 

name) committed to Maryland. Unfortunately for all par-
ties involved, he would never play for the Terps. The NCAA 
ruled Cassell ineligible due to “core classes” he took at Notre 
Dame Prep (Massachusetts). By September, the parties had 
exhausted all appeals, and Cassell moved on. He played at a 
Florida JUCO (Chipola College) before playing two seasons 
at UConn and finishing his college career at Iona.  

PITCHER JUSTIN DUCHSCHERER
The Duchscherer experiment was little more than a 
lottery ticket for the 2011 Orioles. He had appeared 

in just five games since 2008 due to injury and later admitted 
to dealing with clinical depression. He never pitched with the 
Orioles at either the major league or minor league level that 
season and was ultimately released in August. 

QUARTERBACK JOHN ELWAY
Elway is by far the most famous of the Baltimore 
athletes who never were; the story is well known. 

Elway and his father did not want the Colts to take him in the 
1984 NFL Draft and threatened that the quarterback would 

instead choose to play baseball in the New York Yankees’ or-
ganization if the Colts did not trade him. They, of course, did, 
in exchange for a package headlined by offensive tackle Chris 
Hinton, who had a very nice career -- mostly in Indianapolis. 

OUTFIELDER DEXTER FOWLER
This particular inclusion on the list is a little dif-
ficult because Fowler apparently never actually 

agreed to a deal with the Orioles, at least according to his 
agent. Multiple media reports suggested the team actually 
had agreed to a three-year deal with the former Olympic 
medalist in February 2016. But he ultimately chose to stay 
with the Chicago Cubs on a one-year contract and had an 
All-Star season while helping them win their first World 
Series title in 108 years. The Orioles’ search for a prototypi-
cal leadoff hitter with on-base ability continues to this day. 

GUARD TAMIR GOODMAN
Goodman ultimately did become a local college ath-
lete, beginning his career at Towson. But the “Jew-

ish Jordan” committed to Maryland in January 1999. He never 
played for Gary Williams and the Terps, ultimately declining 
their scholarship offer that September. It was reported that 
the issue was friction between the player and the Maryland 
staff over Goodman’s unwillingness to play on Saturdays be-
cause of his Orthodox Jewish faith (which Goodman believed 
the team was trying to work around). Others believe Williams 
cooled on the former Talmudical Academy star strictly for 
basketball reasons after initially offering him the scholarship. 

QUARTERBACK DWAYNE HASKINS
This one remains difficult for Maryland football 
fans. When Ohio State visits College Park, Md., Nov. 

17, Haskins is likely to be the starting quarterback and could 
torch the Terps. Much like with fellow Maryland native Ander-
son, this “never was” situation came about due to a coaching 
change. The Bullis School alum committed to Maryland while 
Randy Edsall was the head coach and Mike Locksley was of-
fensive coordinator. After the former was fired and the latter 

was passed over for the head coaching job, Haskins chose to 
re-open his recruitment and landed in Columbus, Ohio.

CENTER MOSES MALONE
The late basketball Hall of Famer from Virginia 
had signed a letter of intent to play for Lefty Dri-

esell at the University of Maryland. But instead Malone 
would make history, becoming the first player to go straight 
from high school to the pros, completely skipping college 
altogether after he was selected by the ABA’s Utah Stars in 
the 1974 draft. 

SAFETY BROCK MARION
In March 1997, the Ravens agreed to a deal with 
the former Dallas Cowboys defensive back and 

were set to hold a news conference introducing him. But just 
before the signing became official, team doctor Claude Moor-
man discovered an issue with Marion’s left shoulder. Marion 
instead signed with the Miami Dolphins and reached three 
Pro Bowls before leaving for Detroit in 2004. The Ravens’ de-
fense ended up being OK without him during the stretch. 

WIDE RECEIVER TERRELL OWENS
On March 4, 2004, the Baltimore Ravens traded 
a second-round pick to the San Francisco 49ers 

to acquire the future Hall of Fame receiver. The problem 
was, Owens didn’t want to come to Baltimore and thought 
an arbitrator would rule he should actually have been a 
free agent. The parties all went to the table, the 49ers sent 
Owens to the Eagles instead, and Philadelphia gave the 
Ravens a fifth-round pick for their troubles. 

PITCHER JOHAN SANTANA
It looked like the former Mets ace was going to 
get the opportunity to stage a comeback with 

the Orioles in 2014. He hadn’t pitched for the team at the 
major or minor league level, but he was in extended spring 
training after his contract had been purchased from Tri-
ple-A Norfolk and he had been placed on the major league 
disabled list. But he tore his Achilles going after a line 
drive that had struck him, and that ended any hopes of 
seeing Santana in an Orioles uniform. 

PITCHER AARON SELE
In January 2000, the Orioles were prepared to in-
troduce Sele at a Friday news conference after they 

had agreed to a four-year deal with the pitcher. And while his 
physical showed no structural damage, The Baltimore Sun 
reported that team doctors couldn’t guarantee owner Peter 
Angelos that Sele’s arm would hold up for the life of the deal. 
Sele instead signed a two-year deal with the Seattle Mariners 
and was an All-Star in 2000. The Orioles were burned by an-
other physical issue during the 2005-06 offseason, as outfielder 
Jeromy Burnitz agreed to a two-year deal but later backed out 
because his agent didn’t like the language of the deal regard-
ing what the team could do after the physical. 

OFFENSIVE LINEMAN MARCUS 
SPEARS
In 2013, defensive lineman Marcus Spears (now an 

analyst for the SEC Network) played five games for the Balti-
more Ravens, registering 10 tackles. He was the first Marcus 
Spears to play for the Ravens. He was not the first Marcus 
Spears to be a Raven. In May of 2002, then-Kansas City Chiefs 
offensive tackle Marcus Spears (no apparent relation) agreed 
to a four-year deal in Baltimore. The entire ordeal was wild. 
Spears visited Baltimore but said he wanted to stay in Kansas 
City, then the Ravens offered him more money and a starting 
job, he accepted it and was prepared to fly to Baltimore but 
changed his mind for family reasons. •

BALTIMORE 
ATHLETES WHO 

NEVER WERE

[ by glenn clark  |  pressbox is available every month on the 15th  ]
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Ozzie Newsome will take command in the 
Ravens' "war room," the closely guarded 
draft headquarters at the team's Under Ar-
mour Performance Center in Owings Mills, 
Md. One last time, he will make the final 
decisions about which players to select, 
which trade offers to listen to and which 
ones to reject. One last time, he will tell a 
young player that his NFL dream has been 
launched as the newest member of the Bal-
timore Ravens.

Ravens owner Steve Bisciotti announced 
in February that after the 2018 season New-
some, 62, will step down as general manager 
after 22 seasons in charge of the team's ros-

ter-building process. It was a plan hatched 
five years ago by Bisciotti and Newsome in 
conjunction with Newsome's long-time top 
lieutenant, Eric DeCosta, who will ascend 
to the general manager's chair in 2019.

Newsome will remain with the organiza-
tion in a role still to be determined, but as 
he prepares for his final draft in charge, it's 
fitting to look back at the career of a person 
who, more than anyone else, has shaped 
the direction and identity of the Ravens' 
franchise. 

"Ozzie is synonymous with the Ravens," 
Hall of Fame offensive lineman Jonathan 
Ogden said. "You pretty much can't men-
tion the Baltimore Ravens without Ozzie 
Newsome coming up relatively quickly in 
the conversation."

 

Before Newsome ever set foot in a front 
office, he was already an NFL legend, a Hall 

of Fame player who set NFL records for 
tight end productivity throughout 13 sea-
sons (1978-1990) with the Cleveland Browns. 

In the ensuing three decades, he made 
the rarely accomplished transition from 
star player to successful NFL executive, 
with two Super Bowl rings to show for his 
team-building acumen. And he's a pio-
neering one at that; in 2002, then-Ravens 
owner Art Modell made Newsome the 
league's first African-American general 
manager.

"Ozzie's just special," Ravens head 
coach John Harbaugh said at the owners 
meetings last month. "He's been great at 
everything he's ever done. If you look at 
his history, he's a Hall of Famer. He's in 
every Hall of Fame there is."

You won't hear any of that from New-
some, a humble family man from Ala-

bama. Newsome prefers to stay out of the 
spotlight, rarely meeting with the media, 
and he was not available for this story. 
He did acknowledge at the NFL Scouting 
Combine, however, that what amounts to 
a farewell tour this year has allowed him 
to receive some "pats on the back." 

Newsome began his front-office career 
as a special assignment scout and as-
sistant to then-Browns head coach Bill 
Belichick. Modell promoted Newsome to 
director of player personnel in 1994, and 
when the franchise moved to Baltimore, 
Newsome went too, as vice president of 
player personnel.

"He really got a chance to learn the 
business side of the game, on the coach-
ing side and on the personnel side," said 
Phil Savage, who worked as a scout with 
Newsome in Cleveland and was the Ra-
vens' first director of college scouting. 

Savage noted that while many former 
players "want to be the boss right away 
when they leave the field," Newsome 

watched and learned, diligently absorb-
ing front-office knowledge. 

"So when he got his opportunity when 
we moved to Baltimore," Savage said, "he 
had really gotten excellent training in 
terms of the nuts and bolts of how it all 
worked and how to put it together."

At that point, a couple of months be-
fore the 1996 draft, the Ravens had no 
uniforms, no logo and no permanent 
facility. But what the organization did 
have, and what would quickly become its 
foundation, was Newsome's vision.  

For two decades, Newsome has relied 
on his own keen eye for evaluating tal-
ent, the trust of a cadre of scouts he has 
molded in his image, a philosophy that 
places a premium on draft picks, and 
an innate sense of calm amid the annual 
frenzy of free agency or war-room chaos.

"He has a process, 
a plan, kind of like 
Bill Belichick," Og-
den said. "You don't 
let the outside people 
influence you, you 
believe in what your 
abilities are and what 
you're looking for, 
and it's worked out." 

 
 
 
This April marks New-
some's 23rd draft with 
the Ravens, and on his 
watch the franchise has 
drafted 181 players. Af-
ter all those years and 
all those picks, New-
some's first pick re-
mains his best call.

In 1996, the Ravens 
had the No. 4 over-
all pick based on the 
Browns' 5-11 record the 
year before. Hoping 
to add star power and 
highlight-reel plays to 
fill seats in the team's 

new city, Modell was leaning toward tal-
ented but troubled Nebraska running back 
Lawrence Phillips with that first pick. New-
some saw things differently. Atop his draft 
board was a towering, once-in-a-generation 
left tackle from UCLA. The Ravens didn't 
even need a left tackle -- they had a return-
ing starter in Tony Jones. 

With the Ravens on the clock, and with 
his No. 1 player still on the board, New-
some immediately established what would 
become the central tenet of his draft phi-
losophy: Take the best available player, re-
gardless of need. Thus with the No. 4 overall 
pick, the Ravens' first ever, Newsome select-
ed Jonathan Ogden. 

"Mr. Modell was talking with me 
about, 'Well, drafting an offensive lineman 
[doesn't] help me sell tickets in a new city,'" 
Newsome told NFL Network in 2013. 

Taking Ogden, Newsome said, "may not 
have been a popular pick, but it was a great 
pick."

Indeed, Ogden went on to become a 

first-ballot Hall of Famer, while Phillips 
lived a troubled, tragic life. He played three 
seasons in the NFL, ended up in prison and 
committed suicide in 2016. 

"If we don't pick Jonathan Ogden with 
that first pick," Newsome said in 2013, "I 
may not have this job."

But Newsome wasn't done. The Ravens 
had a second pick in that first round, cour-
tesy of a trade with the San Francisco 49ers 
a year earlier. And with that pick, Newsome 
selected charismatic linebacker Ray Lewis, 
who will join Ogden in the Pro Football Hall 
of Fame this August.

 

During the next few years, the fledgling 
executive and the fledging franchise quick-
ly matured together, as Newsome assem-
bled a team that would win a Super Bowl 
title in its fifth season in Baltimore. 

The Ravens' first pick in the 1997 draft, 
linebacker Peter Boulware, was the Defen-
sive Rookie of the Year. Within the next 
three years, the Ravens drafted All-Pros 
Chris McAlister and Jamal Lewis, as well 
as critical role players such as linebacker 
Jamie Sharper, cornerback Duane Starks 
and safety Kim Herring. 

Newsome filled the missing pieces 
through free agency, signing players such 
as tight end Shannon Sharpe, defensive 
back Rod Woodson and defensive lineman 
Michael McCrary. 

If Newsome's draft philosophy is framed 
by the mantra of best available player re-
gardless of need, his free agency philoso-
phy is right player, right price. 

Patient and deliberate, Newsome often 
waits out the initial frenzy of free agency, 
letting others chase the shiny new toys 
while he finds values later.

In 1997, the Ravens had their eyes 
on free-agent defensive end Michael 
Bankston, but talks broke down when the 
Ravens made an offer Bankston thought 
was too low. Newsome, though, had iden-
tified Bankston's value and would not de-
viate. A few days later, the Ravens signed 
McCrary to a three-year deal. McCrary 
had 14.5 sacks in 1998, the first of his two 
Pro Bowl seasons in Baltimore. He had 6.5 
sacks in 2000, a season that ended with a 
Super Bowl title, and was inducted into 
the Ravens' Ring of Honor in 2004. 

"Ozzie's got tremendous patience," Sav-
age said. "He doesn't wear his emotions on 
his sleeve, and one reason he's been a good 
decision-maker is he takes in all the infor-
mation. He rarely, if ever, has made a rash 
judgment."

Newsome's patience has produced ben-
efits in another way, as he manages an of-
ten overlooked game-within-the-game of 
free agency more shrewdly than anyone 
else.

Last month, the Ravens signed wide 
receiver Michael Crabtree, who had been 
released by the Oakland Raiders. Because 
he had been cut, Crabtree will not factor 
into the formula used to assign compensa-
tory draft picks. Newsome has long seen 
value in such players for exactly that rea-
son; when the Ravens lose free agents to 
other teams, and sign free agents who had 
already been released, the net result is 
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compensatory picks in future drafts. 
Since compensatory draft picks were 

introduced in 1994, the Ravens have had 
48 -- the most in the league, as of 2017. 
You don't need to be a math genius to see 
where this is headed.

"There's nobody that covets picks more 
than the Baltimore Ravens," DeCosta said 
before a previous draft. (DeCosta, like New-
some, was not available for this article.) 

Three players selected by the Ravens 
with compensatory picks in 2013 became 
starters: fullback Kyle Juszczyk, offensive 
tackle Rick Wagner and center Ryan Jen-
sen. 

 

Newsome's system -- his talent evalua-
tion, his draft strategy, his free-agency pa-
tience -- all fold into what has become the 
unofficial team mantra that might as well 
be etched in stone at M&T Bank Stadium: 
"In Ozzie We Trust."

"It's just an understanding that regard-
less of what happens, Ozzie and his staff 
were going to be up to the task of building 
a competitive if not championship team," 
longtime Baltimore broadcaster Keith 
Mills said. "When people say, 'In Ozzie we 
trust,' it means that even if the decision 
that he makes might not be an overall pop-
ular one, they believe it's going to be the 
right one because of his track record." 

Long on vision and short on sentiment, 
Newsome has made tough calls to not re-
tain popular players -- Ring of Honor mem-
bers, even -- and more often than not, New-
some's timing has proved to be prescient. 

Tight end Todd Heap had two mid-
dling seasons after the Ravens released 
him in 2011. Receiver Derrick Mason, 
the team's all-time leading receiver, was 
let go at the same time and played just 
one more year, with 19 catches. Safety Ed 
Reed lasted one year after leaving the Ra-
vens, bouncing from the Houston Texans 
to the New York Jets before retiring.

Granted, there have been well-docu-
mented misses, too -- like trading Anquan 
Boldin to the San Francisco 49ers for a 
sixth-round pick after winning the Super 
Bowl. With the team having missed the 
playoffs three years in a row, Newsome is 
facing scrutiny as never before. Since win-
ning Super Bowl XLVII after the 2012 sea-
son, the Ravens have gone 40-40, with one 
playoff berth in the past five seasons. 

A series of high-profile, high-round 
draft disappointments recently have hurt 
the franchise, and since 2009, just two 
players drafted by the Ravens have made 
the Pro Bowl (Juzczyk and linebacker C.J. 
Mosley).  

"Some of the media has portrayed him 
as losing his touch, so to speak; I'm not so 
sure of that," Mills said. "I still have a tre-
mendous amount of faith in Ozzie that, No. 
1, he really knows what he's doing, and No. 
2, this year, he'll prove it again."

Those draft misses have something of a 
domino effect; when first-round Matt Elam 
and third-round Terrence Brooks flopped, 
the Ravens scrambled to find suitable re-
placements at safety on the free-agent 
market -- think Darian Stewart, Kendrick 
Lewis, Eric Weddle and Tony Jefferson -- at 

a much higher cost. That further tightened 
an already tight cap situation.

Granted, draft hindsight is always 20-
20. Bisciotti has pointed out that the same 
year the Ravens whiffed on Elam and sec-
ond-round linebacker Arthur Brown, the 
Ravens hit on four players in later rounds: 
defensive tackle Brandon Williams, Juszc-
zyk, Wagner and Jensen. But Bisciotti did 
acknowledge that the cost of missing on 
draft picks recently has been "significant."

There has also been another factor in 
the Ravens' recent slide that never shows 
up in the box score: The Ravens have had 
a major talent drain in their scouting de-
partment. Joe Douglas, Andy Weidl and 
Ian Cunningham, who collectively totaled 
35 years with the Ravens' organization, are 
now all in the player personnel department 
with the Philadelphia Eagles, who just won 
the Super Bowl.

 

But Newsome soldiers on, guiding a 
personnel staff that includes his top lieu-
tenants, such as DeCosta and director of 
college scouting Joe Hortiz -- two mem-
bers of the team's "20/20" club, so named 
for being hired as 20somethings who 
worked for $20,000 as they began their 
climb up the organization's depth chart 
-- and a network of road-warrior scouts. 

As Newsome and his staff set the board 
in preparation for this month's draft, he 
will consider the input of everyone, right 
down to the intern who shuttles players 
to and from the airport during visits to 
the team facility. (Players have even been 
known to receive "van grades" for their de-
meanor en route).

"Ozzie always showed tremendous re-
spect, whether someone had been with 
the team for 10 or 12 years or someone had 
been there for 10 or 12 days," Savage said. 
"He created a situation where everyone 
felt like they had a voice, and everything 
they were doing was important. That 
doesn't happen everywhere in the NFL."

Then the Ravens will be on the clock, 
and Newsome will take charge one last 
time. He will assess. He will listen. He 
might even infuriate. (Brian Billick 
stormed out of the war room in 1999 af-
ter Newsome accepted a trade that gave 
up a second-round pick for a first-rounder 
the following year.) But he will stay true 
to his vision and his conviction. He will 
stay measured and focused, even if he, 
DeCosta and Hortiz are simultaneously 
entertaining trade offers with the clock 
winding down. 

"In the storm, he is calm," said Ra-
vens vice president Kevin Byrne, who has 
worked with Newsome for more than 30 
years and has been in the Ravens' war room 
for every draft. "I'm always amazed to see 
him orchestrate that without being frantic."

Then Newsome will make the call, as 
the franchise puts its trust in him one last 
time.

"You learn every single day in that job," 
Savage said, "and when you consider he 
sat in that chair for 20-plus years, it's al-
most staggering, really. He's made it look 
easy, and it's not easy. It's a very, 
very difficult job.”  

<IN OZZIE  
WE TRUST>

CALM IN  
THE STORM

– photography – 
cover & pages 17-18 

phil hoffmann/baltimore ravens
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OZZIE NEWSOME’S HITS & MISSES

HITS
1996 |  OL JONATHAN OGDEN (1ST) 

LB RAY LEWIS (1ST)

Newsome could not have begun his Ravens career any better 
than the first two picks in franchise history. They are the first 
teammates taken in the same round to reach the Hall of Fame in 
their first year of eligibility.

2002 | S ED REED (1ST)

The No. 24 overall pick is likely to become the third homegrown 
Raven in the Hall of Fame as soon as he is eligible next year. 

2007 | G MARSHAL YANDA (3RD)

The Ravens traded three later-round picks for the chance to 
select Yanda at No. 86 overall. The 12th offensive lineman taken 
in that draft, Yanda is a two-time All-Pro with six Pro Bowl ap-
pearances. 

2008 | QB JOE FLACCO (1ST)

The Ravens landed Flacco at No. 18 overall after a bit of draft-
day gymnastics. Originally slated to pick at No. 8, they traded 
back 18 spots, netting three additional picks in return. Then they 
jumped up eight spots to grab Flacco, using a third-round pick 
they had just received from Jacksonville as part of the deal. Four 
years later, he led them to a Super Bowl title.

MISSES
1996 |  WR TRAVIS TAYLOR (1ST) 

QB CHRIS REDMAN (3RD)

Taylor averaged less than 600 yards in five seasons in Baltimore, 
one in a long line of underperforming receivers drafted by the 
Ravens. Making matters worse, the Ravens drafted Redman 
three rounds before the New England Patriots also selected a 
quarterback -- named Tom Brady. 

2003 | QB KYLE BOLLER (1ST)

The Ravens traded their 2004 first-round pick so they could grab 
a second first-round pick in 2003, then used it on Boller, who 
bumbled and stumbled to a 20-22 record as the Ravens’ starter. 

2010 | LB SERGIO KINDLE (2ND)

The Ravens traded away their first-round pick to Denver, which 
used it on quarterback Tim Tebow. The Ravens’ first pick was 
Kindle, a linebacker from Texas who suffered a skull fracture 
falling down stairs just before his rookie training camp. He ended 
up playing just three games over three seasons and was not 
signed by another team after he was released in 2013. 

2015 | WR BRESHAD PERRIMAN (1ST)

Perriman still has a chance to work off this list, but he regressed 
badly last year, with 10 catches for 77 yards all season. He was a 
healthy scratch for four of the final seven games -- after not play-
ing at all his rookie season because of a knee injury.

BY BO SMOLKA 

With nearly 200 draft picks throughout 22 years, general manager Ozzie Newsome was bound to have 
some major hits and big misses. “No one bats 1.000 in scouting,” former Ravens director of college 
scouting Phil Savage said. Here are five of the biggest hits and misses in Ravens draft history: 
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t’s too early to know 
whether the Ravens’ 
passing game will be 
better than the incon-
sistent unit that fin-
ished 29th overall this 
past season and last in 

yards per play. But for certain, it will be 
different. 

General manager Ozzie Newsome 
vowed there would be an overhaul when 
he declared at the Scouting Combine in 
February that the Ravens were looking 
“to change that (wide receiver) room in 
terms of personnel.”

Out are Jeremy Maclin (cut), Mike 
Wallace (signed by the Philadelphia Ea-
gles to a one-year deal after he became a 
free agent) and Michael Campanaro (not 
re-signed, and a free agent as of press 
time). In are John Brown and Michael 
Crabtree, veteran receivers who offer 
the ability to stretch the field, move the 
chains, find the end zone and make con-
tested catches, all of which were sorely 
lacking with the Ravens last season.

The search to revamp that group will 
continue, through the draft and even 
into the summer. During last offseason, 
Maclin was signed in June after being a 
surprise roster cut, and the Ravens, as 
they always do, will continue to monitor 
other teams’ roster cuts -- they prefer to 
sign such players instead of free agents 
who will count against them in the equa-

tion for compensatory draft picks. 
“We’re still working,” head coach John 

Harbaugh said at a media session from 
the owners meetings in March. “The ap-
proach that’s been taken has been great.”

The turnover in the receiver room 
leaves Chris Moore (18 catches, 248 
yards) and former first-round pick Bre-
shad Perriman as the only returning re-
ceivers who caught any passes last year. 
Perriman regressed badly during his 
third season in 2017, with 10 catches for 
77 yards, and he was a healthy inactive in 
four of the final seven games. The other 
returning receivers were undrafted rook-
ies last year -- Quincy Adeboyejo, who 
was on the practice squad until the final 
week of the season, and Tim White, who 
missed all season with a thumb injury.

Both Moore and Perriman struggled 
with contested catches, and Harbaugh 
was visibly frustrated at times by balls 
that bounced off their hands and turned 
into interceptions -- two of which were 
returned for touchdowns.

Brown is a burner who ran one of the 
fastest times at the Combine four years 
ago but has been bothered by injuries 
his past couple of years with the Arizona 
Cardinals. He showed the potential the 
Ravens see in him when he had 65 recep-
tions for 1,003 yards and seven touch-
downs in 2015.

The Ravens are hoping Brown can 
stretch the field and gain separation from 
defensive backs in a way that Perriman, de-
spite his raw speed, has not been able to do. 

“He can take the top off the defense,” 
Newsome said at Brown’s introductory 
news conference, but he added that the 
Ravens are also counting on Brown to be 
a reliable, possession receiver. 

“A lot of times when you have a verti-
cal receiver, they have a very limited route 
tree,” Newsome said. “John does not. John 
can run every route in the route tree, and 
we think that’s going to be important.”

The biggest question with Brown is his 
health; he missed six games in 2017, finish-
ing with 21 catches for 299 yards and three 
touchdowns. Brown has been diagnosed 
with the sickle-cell trait, but he said that 
his injury issues were related to a cyst on 
his spine rather than the sickle cell.

“I’m healthy. I’m feeling good,” Brown 
said. “Sickle cell was never part of the 
problem. ... I’m fine with it; I’m healthy, 
and I know I can handle the situation.”

Crabtree, meanwhile, has had at least 
eight touchdown catches during each of 
the past three seasons, an attractive sta-
tistic for a team that ranked 23rd in the 
league with 20 touchdown catches last 
year -- with just 11 by wide receivers.

“The guy’s a pit bull,” Harbaugh said. 
“He’s tough. He’s a Raven.”

Crabtree, 6-foot-1 and 215 pounds, 
had 58 catches for 618 yards and eight 
touchdowns last season for the Raid-
ers, his third season with them. In 2016, 
Crabtree finished with 89 catches for, 
1,003 yards and eight touchdowns. 

The Ravens like Crabtree’s ability to 
be physical, compete for catches and 
move the chains.

The Ravens have seen plenty of Crab-
tree. In five career games against the Ra-

vens, including Super Bowl XLVII with 
the San Francisco 49ers, Crabtree has 33 
catches for 444 yards and six touchdowns. 
Two years ago, Crabtree had seven catches 
for 88 yards and three touchdowns during a 
28-27 Raiders win at M&T Bank Stadium.

Crabtree was the intended receiver 
on the 49ers’ final offensive play of Super 
Bowl XLVII, which was broken up in the 

end zone by cornerback Jimmy Smith as 
the Ravens escaped with a 34-31 win.

 “He is a smart, tough, physical re-
ceiver who battles for the ball,” New-
some said in a statement when Crabtree 
was signed. “We like his temperament 
and believe he is a good fit for our foot-
ball team, on and off the field.”

Crabtree, who turns 31 in September 
and is entering his 10th NFL season, will 
bring a veteran’s sense to the revamped, 
otherwise young receivers room.

“When I came in the league early, I 
felt like I was the leader in the room at 
21,” Crabtree said, noting that he led by 
example then. “The older I’ve gotten, it 
seems like it’s more verbal. So it’s more 
speaking, showing these guys and telling 
these guys, instead of just showing them 
by example. It’s a little different when 
you get older. I’m comfortable with it.”

Granted, two major pieces of the Ra-
vens’ passing game have not changed: 
offensive coordinator Marty Mornhin-
weg returns to call the plays, and quar-
terback Joe Flacco is back for his 11th 
season. The Ravens are banking on him 
being healthy and improved this year. 

The Ravens have frequently linked 
Flacco’s back injury, which led to him 
missing all of training camp, to their 
early-season struggles last season. Their 
passing game and offense ranked dead 
last at times before enjoying increased 
productivity later in the season. Flacco 
finished the season ranked 25th in passer 
rating (80.4) and 21st in passing yardage. 

One major issue will be having this 
new group of receivers build rapport with 
Flacco, in OTAs and in training camp. 
Maclin never really did that; he signed 
in June, after spring OTA workouts, and 
didn’t work with Flacco at all in August. 
Once they were finally on the field togeth-
er regularly, they didn’t seem to gel.

The Ravens are hoping for a decidedly 
different result with their new receivers.

“These are guys we’re really excited 
about,” Harbaugh said. •

 RAVENS REPORT

Ravens Hoping Revamped 
Offense Is Much Improved
  Bo Smolka  
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here are many ways to describe the 
Baltimore Orioles’ new starting pitch-
er, Andrew Cashner, but one way keeps 
coming up.

The 31-year-old right-hander, who 
signed a two-year, $16 million contract 
with the Orioles in February, has an 
edge.

It’s not a word Cashner runs from. He actually em-
braces it.

“I just think it’s kind of my personality,” Cashner 
said. “I definitely would say I have an edge to me. I just 
like to compete, and I feel like if I can elevate other peo-
ple’s games around me, it’s just going to make us better 
as a team.”

Cashner is definitely intense. Even in simulated 
spring training starts with no fans watching, he went 
through his pregame rituals, running to the mound and 
trying to intimidate hitters.

“These are my teammates. For me, it’s not just a re-
spect thing, but it’s a competitive competition,” Cash-
ner said. “Who wants to go get banged around by your 
teammates?”

Everything is a big deal to Cashner. That was clear 
after he concluded his first Grapefruit League outing. 

Many starters joke around after exhibition games. Not 
Cashner.

That first start was on television, but showing off his 
stuff to his new fans didn’t matter to Cashner.

“I’m always amped up,” he insisted. “I love this 
[stuff].”

Cashner was a first-round pick by the Chicago Cubs 
in 2008 and made it to the majors with the Cubs in 2010, 
but he moved on to San Diego two years later in the 
trade that brought Anthony Rizzo to Chicago.

He spent parts of five seasons with the Padres before 
a trade to Miami Marlins, and after two months there, 
he signed with the Texas Rangers for the 2017 season.

While Cashner’s lifetime record is well under .500 
(42-64), he’s played for non-contenders and has a 3.80 
ERA.

Cashner has made an impression wherever he's 
pitched. Orioles reliever Brad Brach was a teammate 
with Cashner in San Diego in 2012 and 2013, when Cash-
ner was being converted from a reliever to starter.

Brach remembered their time with the Padres to-
gether fondly.

“I think at some point, his personality or the way he 
goes about stuff will rub off on you,” Brach said.

“I think he’s got a real infectious personality. … He’s 
going to be a really good guy for the young guys to talk 
to. I hope they have the chance to talk to him because 

he knows a lot about pitching. He’s done both. He’s 
been a back-end reliever, he’s been a starter. He’s been 
really good. He’s been not-so-good. So I think he’s had a 
lot of experience and it can only help moving forward.”

The younger guys on the team have gotten to know 
him. As manager Buck Showalter points out, Cashner 
is gregarious, talking with many of his teammates each 
day.

“He’s a very gathering guy,” Showalter said. “There’s 
a certain fraternity among these starting pitchers now. 
They have a lot in common. We went to dinner one time, 
and what hit me was how much they had in common, 
and yet how much different.

“Andrew is very giving with information. He’s an 
open book. There’s no mystery. Here he is: ‘Let’s com-
pete. You show me yours, I’ll show you mine, and I’ll see 
where it takes us,’ and if it doesn’t work out, let’s go the 
next day.”

In both Sarasota, Fla., and Baltimore, Cashner’s 
locker is near the other starting pitchers, and he’s 
found two eager listeners in Dylan Bundy and Kevin 
Gausman.

“Everywhere you go as far as your starters, you try 
to stick together,” Cashner said. “It’s going to be a long 
season as a group of five, [plus] the guys that are go-
ing to come up and help us. I think it’s important to 
have that chemistry early and kind of get that going 
and help each other out. I mean that’s the biggest thing 
‘cause they’re going to help me and I’m going to help 
them. They’re going to see things when they pitch or 
they’re going to get a guy out that I can’t get out, [I’m 
going to] talk to them about it.” 

Gausman and Cashner have different personalities. 
But Gausman has been impressed with the veteran’s 
presence in the clubhouse and on the field 

“I think he brings a lot of energy to us,” Gausman 
said. “He’s kind of a loud guy. You know when he’s in 
the clubhouse, for sure. Everything about him is edge, 
the haircut, the beard. You watch some of the stuff he 
wears coming into the clubhouse, and it’s great. We 
haven’t had a guy like that. Kind of adds a new element 
to it.”

Cashner was targeted by Orioles vice president of 
baseball operations Brady Anderson early in the free-
agent process, but the negotiations lasted throughout 
the offseason and into the early days of spring training 
before he signed his contract Feb. 15.

“It couldn’t be a better fit for me, me as a person, as 
an individual,” Cashner said not long after his signing.

“I think there’s a lot of like-minded players here, 
same things I like to do and same way I think as far as 
on a baseball field, and I think we have a lot of just true 
athletes on this team. I think it’s going to be fun to kind 
of see how we pan out.”

Catcher Caleb Joseph, who has been working with 
Cashner since he arrived in Sarasota, is confident in 
the right-hander’s ability.

“He’s got ‘TWTW.’ He’s got the will to win,” Joseph 
said. “It runs deep. No doubt about that. It’s an in-your-
face will to win. It’s attractive. It’s contagious. He has 
an infectious personality. You want to be around the 
guy because he cares, lets you know that he cares, both 
physically and you can feel it. Those are the type of guys 
you want to suit up over the course of 162 [games]. You 
know for sure they’re in it to win it, period. Whatever it 
takes. He’s got that.”

Now that’s he’s had a spring training and the start 
of the regular season to settle in, Cashner sounds ready 
for the challenge of the American League East.

“I just think I’m really competitive. We’ve got a good 
group of starters here,” he said. “There’s going to be 
ups and downs, but I think the biggest thing is building 
that trust early with each other so that you have each 
other to lean on early in the season. There are going to 
be ups and downs, but I think the biggest thing is be-
lieving in each other. I think that’s the most important 

thing.” •

 ORIOLES REPORT

Orioles Newcomer Andrew 
Cashner Embraces His Edge
  Rich Dubroff
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here have been plenty of storylines dur-
ing the early part of the 2018 season for 
the Orioles.

There was the Chris Davis Leadoff 
Experiment, which received plenty of 
early buzz, but withered on the vine 
five games (and Davis’ 1-for-20 skid) 
into the season.

Who is going to lead off may be an unresolved ques-
tion all year, with Orioles manager Buck Showalter po-
tentially mixing and matching what he believes is the 
best fit -- probably Trey Mancini, possibly Tim Beck-
ham, maybe others -- at any given time. 

There’s also the closely watched left side of the infield, 
with Beckham playing third base and Gold Glove third 
baseman Manny Machado now starting at shortstop.

And the boom-or-bust offense that can explode for 
five runs in an inning or be shut down for nine is back 
for another year.

The bullpen is something to pay attention to as well, 
with Zach Britton (Achilles) on the shelf until at least 
late May and the other relievers -- led by de facto closer 
Brad Brach -- all moved up a spot in the bullpen’s peck-
ing order.

Yes, independent of results, there are so many differ-
ent things going on with this team that ultimately will 
affect its standing in the American League East.

But let’s not kid ourselves.
If the Orioles surprise this season and end up in the 

playoffs for the fourth time since 2012, or if they unravel 
and finish in the basement for a second consecutive sea-
son, there will be one primary factor.

How far this 2018 team goes is almost fully dependent 

upon how the revamped starting rotation performs.
“Yeah, absolutely. We’re not dumb. We know that, 

too,” said Orioles starter Kevin Gausman. “The years 
that we really did well and got to the playoffs, obviously, 
it was because of the guys behind us. But, at the same 
time, it was a lot because of us.”

Gausman has a fairly salient point.
In 2012, the Orioles’ rotation ranked ninth of 15 AL 

teams in ERA; in 2014 the rotation was fifth and in 2016 
it was 13th. The Orioles reached the playoffs in all three 
of those campaigns. In the three most recent seasons in 
which the Orioles didn’t make the playoffs, 2013, 2015 and 
2017, the rotation ranked 12th, 14th and 15th, respectively.

Last year, the Orioles’ 5.70 rotation ERA was not only 
the worst in baseball, but the highest mark for one sea-
son in modern franchise history.

This offseason, improving the rotation was the prior-
ity, and although that quest lasted into March, the Ori-
oles seemingly accomplished that goal. They signed free-
agents Andrew Cashner and Alex Cobb and re-signed 
Chris Tillman, hoping that the latter can rebound from 
a disastrous 2017.

The hope is the three veterans can mesh with the 
younger starters, Gausman and Dylan Bundy, to form a 
rotation that is in at least the top half of the AL in rota-
tion ERA. 

That would be an improvement over every Orioles ro-
tation during the previous six seasons with the exception 
of the 2014 group that helped the team win the AL East.

“You look at 2014, that second half, we were the best 
pitching staff in baseball,” Gausman said. “I think we’re 
a little bit better prepared than we were a couple years 
ago. I think we really have got some guys … (Cobb and 
Cashner) that [the front office] really liked and wanted 
to get. 

“It’s exciting, bringing in those two guys. You know 
Cashner is gonna compete his [butt] off and so is Cobb. 
[Cobb] is an established guy in the AL East. So, to have 
a guy like that that knows all the ballparks, knows it is 
hitter friendly, and still is able to go out and do what he 
has done, it’s exciting.”

Because he signed in March, Cobb, the former Tampa 
Bay Ray who agreed to a four-year, $57 million deal with 
the Orioles, sat out the first half of April while getting 
his arm stretched out.

Meanwhile, without Cobb, the rotation’s first two 
turns of 2018 weren’t particularly impressive. The club 
managed just three quality starts (at least six innings 
pitched, three or fewer runs allowed) in its first 10 games. 
Bundy had two of the quality starts, Cashner the other.

In those first 10 games, the Orioles’ rotation pitched 
to a 5.00 ERA -- lower than 2017, but certainly not good 
enough to make you believe the group’s woes are in the 
rearview mirror. It’s obviously a small sample size, but, 
comparatively, the 5.00 mark was 14th among the 15 AL 
teams after the season’s first two weeks.

There have been glimmers of hope, though. 
Bundy has shown the poise and pitching acumen that 

was on display for much of 2017. And Cashner’s second 
outing as an Oriole, a quality start in Yankee Stadium, 
was a clinic in mixing pitches and locations.

Gausman needs to add consistency, Tillman needs to 
get back to his previous form and Cobb needs to pitch.

There is potential here -- more than there has been 
with any rotation since 2014. There is potential, frankly, 
for this group to be even better than that one.

But there are plenty of ifs, too.
As Gausman said, this could be an exciting group. 
Yet, through two turns, it looks like another hold-

your-breath adventure, with hope that the starter can 
last at least six innings and then hand it over to a solid 
bullpen.

The bottom line is that the Orioles’ rotation is better 
in 2018.

It almost has to be given the historically abysmal re-
sults of 2017.

How much better, though, is what will make the dif-
ference.

Yes, there are plenty of other team factors that will 
contribute to success or failure as the season goes on.

For the Orioles, however, perhaps more than any oth-
er team in baseball, it’s going to be all about the starting 
pitching. •

 CONNOLLY’S CORNER

  Dan Connolly

Orioles 2018 Season Hinges On 
An Improved Starting Rotation
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t started out as little 
more than a meaning-
less exhibition game 
and a jumpstart for 
what the Orioles hoped 
would be a bounce-back 
season. Instead it be-

came a “where were you?” moment, the 
first of two that would shake the coun-
try within a two-month period of what 
would become a very turbulent year. 

The date was Thursday, April 4, 1968, 
and even though some details still es-
cape both my mind and research, I re-
member it like it was yesterday. As  
The News American’s still novice “back-
up beat writer,” I had flown to Atlanta 
to cover the final days of the preseason, 
while Neal Eskridge drove home from 
the Orioles’ spring training base in  
Miami.

The Orioles, who slumped badly in 
1967 after winning their first World Se-
ries the year before, were scheduled to 
conclude exhibition play with a week-
end series against the Braves in Atlanta. 
Though it technically didn’t qualify as 
spring training, this would be the first 
time I ever covered, or saw, a preseason 
game outside of Baltimore.

Instead, it became a personal foot-
note on the day Martin Luther King Jr. 
was tragically assassinated.

Having played their final spring train-
ing game in Florida that day, the Orioles 
had not yet arrived in Atlanta by the 
time I left the hotel for dinner -- or by the 
time word quickly spread that King had 
been shot. The next few hours, the time 
it took for King’s death to be confirmed, 
remain mostly a blur.

I was walking alone when I heard the 
news of the shooting from a passerby, 
and then on a return trip, I learned of 
King’s death. I then started wondering 
just what was going on in the world fewer 
than five years after the assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy. 

The Orioles-Braves game the next 
day was canceled, and, as near as I can 
recall, neither team worked out. There 
was an eerie calm in Atlanta as word 
of King’s death spread, but at least ini-
tially there was something of a “life goes 
on” atmosphere as far as the upcoming 
baseball season was concerned. With a 
second game of that final weekend series 

still scheduled, the Orioles remained in 
Atlanta, while members of the traveling 
party monitored reaction in Baltimore, 
as well as other cities throughout the 
country. 

In the hotel lounge the night after 
King’s assassination, I remember visit-
ing with O’s manager Hank Bauer and 
Bud Millikan, the long-time Maryland 
basketball coach who had been fired a 
year earlier. Covering the NBA’s Balti-
more Bullets and college basketball had 
been my primary assignment at the time, 
during which I forged a relationship with 
Millikan. I made arrangements to get to-
gether with Millikan, who lived in Stone 
Mountain, Ga. The fact that we kept that 
date says a lot about Bud -- and the rela-
tive calm of the moment.

But while things for the most part 
were going on uninterrupted in Atlanta, 
the same was not true in Baltimore. I 
don’t remember anything about the last 
exhibition game of the season, and only 
vaguely recall that the Orioles moved 
their Opening Day game back one day, 
to Tuesday, April 9, but it’s impossible to 
forget the tension of those times.

Since there was a curfew in place be-

cause of unrest in Baltimore, the Ori-
oles’ chartered bus from the airport 
made house calls, dropping off players 
who lived in the area around Memorial 
Stadium, which is how I got to spend the 
night in the Ednor Gardens home where 
I grew up.

Some details might be cloudy, but the 
memory from 50 years ago is vivid.

Two months later, almost to the day, 
June 5 featured another “where were 
you?” moment. It was a little after 3 
a.m. when bells on the machines of the 
Associated Press and United Press In-
ternational started going off with un-
mistakable fury. I was alone in The News 
American’s news room and walked over 
to read the screaming headline: “Bobby 
Kennedy Shot!”

Two “where were you?” moments in 
two months. Two reasons 1968 is not a 
favorite year.

Attention all Orioles fans, consider 
the following a Public Service Announce-
ment:

If you haven’t already done so, get your 
tickets for the weekend of June 29-July 1 -- 
especially for the 4:05 p.m. game June 30.

That weekend series will be the only 
appearance the Los Angeles Angels will 
make at Camden Yards this season. And, 
in case you missed it, pitcher/designated 
hitter Shohei Ohtani is the hottest name 
in baseball this side of his teammate, 
Mike Trout.

After a rather lackluster spring train-
ing, which undoubtedly proves spring 
training is generally lackluster, Ohtani 
has blossomed as baseball’s most sensa-
tional attraction by doing an impressive 
Babe Ruth imitation.

Chances are Ohtani will not play in 
all three games while the Angels are in 
town, but if all goes right -- for the fans, 
not necessarily the Orioles -- he will 
pitch in one game and serve as the DH in 
another. That June 30 game, by the way, 
is the popular Hawaiian shirt giveaway.

While many still question if he can con-
tinue in the dual role, Ohtani has proven 
to be a big hit in the batter’s box as well 
as on the pitcher’s mound. He homered 
in three straight games as a hitter and 
carried a perfect game into the seventh 
inning as a pitcher during the first two 
weeks of the season. In fact, over a two-
game stretch against the Oakland A’s, 
the right-handed pitcher and left-hand-
ed hitter pitched the equivalent of a per-
fect game, getting 27 straight outs -- the 
last eight in his first appearance and the 
first 19 in his second.

I didn’t read any off-the-charts scout-
ing reports on Ohtani coming out of 
spring training, where he was borderline 
over-hyped, but the early results indi-
cate he is the real deal. •

Jim Henneman can be reached at 
JimH@pressboxonline.com
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 UPON FURTHER REVIEW

  Jim Henneman  

Fifty Years Ago, Baseball Took 
A Back Seat To Tragic Moments
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he University of Maryland, Balti-
more County has made a concerted 
effort to increase its commitment 
to all of its athletic programs dur-
ing the last five to 10 years, accord-
ing to UMBC president Dr. Freeman 
Hrabowski. This commitment has led 

to America East championships, a historic men’s bas-
ketball season and improved athletic facilities across 
campus.

In the days after UMBC defeated Virginia to be-
come the first 16 seed to upset a No. 1 seed in the men’s 
NCAA Tournament, Hrabowski explained the school’s 
focus during the early stages of his 26-year tenure as 
president was strengthening its academic programs. 
Then, the challenge became lifting the quality of the 
athletic programs to become a more widely known in-
stitution across the country.

“I can go year after year speaking all over the coun-
try about how great UMBC is,” Hrabowski said, “and 
based on the foundation set by the basketball coach 
and others, they can play that one game [vs. Virgin-
ia in the NCAA Tournament] and we become better 
known in that one weekend than we have been able to 
be known in our 50-year history. That is the power of 
athletics, it seems to me.”

The entire university -- including the school’s vice 
presidents, the Division of Student Affairs (which 
oversees athletics) and the Institute of Advancement 
(which leads fundraising initiatives) -- has taken more 
of an interest in supporting athletics. Hrabowski said 
Student Affairs “has put major funding into the ath-
letic programs,” which has allowed the university to 
hire and retain quality coaches, and improve facilities. 

How the athletic department has channeled its re-
sources more recently is indicative of the direction the 
university has tried to take.

For instance, in fiscal year 2008, the university allo-
cated about $5.31 million to operate athletic programs 
and another $2.27 million for athletic scholarships, ac-
cording to reports from UMBC’s Office of Budget and 
Resource Analysis on the school’s website.

The next decade saw significant increases across 
the board. The university allocated about $9.35 million 
to operate athletic programs and another $3.2 million 
for athletic scholarships in fiscal year 2017.

The university opened its new $85 million, 5,000-
seat Event Center in February, which hosts men’s 
and women’s basketball and volleyball and replaces 
the 45-year-old Retriever Activities Center (RAC). 
UMBC also announced in late March that men’s bas-
ketball head coach Ryan Odom was staying on under 
an amended contract, despite widespread speculation 
Odom would depart for a more prominent program af-
ter the Retrievers’ historic run. 

UMBC athletic director Tim Hall recollected a con-
versation he had with Hrabowski when he interviewed 
for his current position in 2013. Hall remembered 
Hrabowski telling him he wanted to emphasize the un-
dergraduate experience and focus more on athletics.

“I said, ‘Well, when I’m out visiting with alums and 
we’re looking to fundraise, I imagine that, because 
I’ve done this at other universities, I would get the re-
sponse from an alum, ‘Well, why all the sudden is there 

a focus on athletics?’” Hall recalled. “And [Hrabowski] 
said, ‘Well, I’m sure you’re going to get that question, 
and that’s perceptive of you to ask. And the response 
is … I had to build the university.’”

Hrabowski did indeed build it. UMBC ranked sev-
enth nationally in a 2017 poll conducted by U.S. News 
and World Report in which the publication asked top 
college administrators for the schools “making the 
most innovative improvements in terms of curriculum, 
faculty, students, campus life, technology or facilities.” 
In recent years, the athletic department has made sig-
nificant strides, as well -- a balance Hrabowski hoped 
to strike when he hired Hall.

SWIMMING: THE GOLD STANDARD
Though UMBC’s men’s basketball team shined an in-

ternational spotlight on the university, the men’s and 
women’s swimming and diving programs have repre-
sented the benchmark for excellence at the Catonsville, 
Md., school for years. 

The men’s team won nine America East titles from 
2003-2013, then won three Coastal Collegiate Sports As-
sociation titles from 2013-2017. It rejoined the America 
East before this year and won another conference title in 
February. The women’s team, meanwhile, has competed 
in the America East Conference since the 2003-04 school 
year, and has won six America East titles since the 2006-
07 season, including three straight from 2014-2017.

Both the men’s and women’s programs are coached 
by Chad Cradock, who attended UMBC as a student 
and swimmer before graduating in 1997. He took the job 
as coach of both programs ahead of the 2001-02 season, 
and since then has led the programs to a combined 23 
conference championships. 

UMBC’s Aquatic Complex, fit with an eight-lane, 
25-yard pool, got its first renovation in almost 40 years 
in 2012. Cradock said the renovation included new til-
ing, starting blocks and lane ropes, and it addressed 
safety concerns. Cradock also emphasized that 
Hrabowski meets with all of his recruits and mentors 
some of his athletes, a key part of the support system 
for his programs.

“What I really, truly feel separates us from any other 
school is our administration cares about us more than 
most schools,” Cradock said. “And when you’re a mid-
major and you’re an Olympic sport, it’s a fight for your 
life, but I don’t feel like you have to fight for your life 
here at UMBC.”

Cradock explained that he builds his roster with the 
understanding that it’s going to be difficult to lure the 
best domestic swimmers and divers to UMBC. Instead, 
he talks with club coaches to identify student-athletes 
from the United States who may not be polished yet 
but show the potential to grow. He also brings in in-
ternational student-athletes who can contribute right 
away.

This year’s men’s roster included 21 athletes from 
the U.S. and six from elsewhere, while the women’s ros-
ter included 26 from the States and five from elsewhere. 
Former swimmer Mohamed Hussein, a 2014 graduate, 
swam for Egypt in the 200-meter individual medley in 
the 2016 Olympic Games. Hania Moro, a junior on the 
women’s team, competed for Egypt in the 2017 FINA 
World Championships. Alexander Gliese, a junior on 
the men’s team, holds the Danish record for the men’s 
200-meter backstroke.

The success of the program has earned plenty of 
admirers at UMBC, as has Cradock, whom Hrabowski 
called “an unsung hero.”

“I could tell you stories that could bring tears to peo-
ples’ eyes of his helping young people when they were 
going through difficulties,” Hrabowski said of Cradock. 
“I’ll never forget him to going out to the funeral of the 
father of a young woman who had just agreed to come 
to UMBC, and having talked to that father before he 
died and going out there to give her support in Minne-

sota. I mean, that’s Chad.”

THE NEXT STEPS
Other programs around campus have begun to catch 

up to the swimming and diving programs’ lofty stan-
dard in recent years. 

This year’s NCAA Tournament run was just the lat-
est milestone for a men’s basketball program on the 
upswing, having gone 46-24 the past two seasons under 
Odom after going 41-172 under two other coaches from 
2009-2016.

The baseball team went 85-68 over three seasons 
from 2015-2017, capped by an America East champion-
ship and NCAA Tournament appearance last spring. 

The men’s soccer program went 71-29-25 across six 
seasons from 2010-2015, a run that included four trips 
to the NCAA Tournament, a 16-1-3 season in 2013 and 
an appearance in the College Cup semifinals (soccer’s 
final four) in 2014. 

The women’s soccer program bounced back from a 
1-11-5 season in 2012 to go 25-10-5 over the next two years 
and make the NCAA Tournament in 2013. 

Bob Mumma, who’s in his seventh year as the univer-
sity’s head baseball coach, detailed his primary wish list 
for his program.

“Any time you’re in this area, you’re looking from 
a playing surface standpoint to have one of the bet-
ter playing surfaces in the conference, probably in our 
area,” Mumma said. “That means a turf infield or a turf 
field. That’s the goal, so when we get eight inches of 
snow in late March, we’re able to practice on the field in 
the next couple days.”

Pete Caringi Jr., who completed his 27th season 
as UMBC’s head men’s soccer coach in the fall, said 
he’d like an improved facility to accommodate his pro-
gram’s fan base; the Retrievers were 17th in the coun-
try in attendance at 1,615 fans per game in 2017. UMBC 
drew 3,766 fans for a 1-1 draw against Maryland last 
September.

“This past year’s game against Maryland was a sell-
out at UMBC, the first event ever like that,” Caringi 
said. “That was an unbelievable event. At UMBC, we 
had to turn people away for a sporting event.”

The key to unlocking more resources for the athletic 
department might be the Event Center and the men’s 
basketball program. Though the RAC seated 4,024 
people, UMBC averaged 899 fans per men’s hoops game 
during the 2016-17 season. The Event Center, which 
opened in February, hosted six men’s basketball games 
this year, including two America East playoff games, 
and averaged 2,017 fans per contest. The Center’s Feb. 
3 opener drew a UMBC-record 4,753 fans, a window into 
the potential for the program on its current track.

Hall points to Wichita State and Gonzaga as ex-
amples for how the success of a men’s basketball team 
can permeate a school that doesn’t have the benefit of a 
revenue-generating football program.

“You look at Wichita State’s volleyball program and 
baseball and others, over time [they] were able to build 
and be successful and those sports were able to recruit 
a higher caliber of student and athlete because of the 
success and notoriety that men’s basketball brought to 
that campus,” Hall said. “You know the old saying, ‘Ris-
ing tide raises all ships,’ and I think that certainly is 
going to be the case with us at UMBC.” •
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Is A Sign Of Things To Come
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s the UMBC men’s bas-
ketball team was pre-
paring for the America 
East Conference cham-
pionship game against 
Vermont March 10 -- a 
team the Retrievers had 

lost 23 straight contests to -- the players 
watched highlight videos of NCAA Tour-
nament upsets for motivation.

At one point during the video, it 
zoomed in on a familiar face.  

“So going into the [America East] 
championship game, well, the motiva-
tional video was all the upsets that had 
happened in the NCAA Tournament, in-
cluding … the Coppin game,” UMBC as-
sistant coach Eric Skeeters said with a 
laugh, “and it zoomed in on my face, and 
[the video producer] put a caption up 
that said, ‘Wait is that … with a question 
mark.’”

It was Skeeters, who in 1997 was an as-
sistant coach with the Coppin State men’s 

basketball team when the No. 15-seeded 
Eagles knocked off No. 2-seed South Car-
olina in the NCAA Tournament. While 
Coppin was the third No. 15 seed to beat 
a No. 2, it was the first historically black 
college or university to engineer such an 
upset.

Little did Skeeters know, that was only 
the beginning. 

You know the story. Not only did 
UMBC go on to upset Vermont to win its 
first conference title since 2008, the Re-
trievers became the first No. 16 seed in 
men’s NCAA Tournament history to de-
feat a No. 1 seed when it topped Virgin-
ia, 74-54, in the tournament’s first round 
March 16.

This time, it was the greatest upset in 
NCAA Tournament history, and Skeeters, 
49, was once again in the center of it all. 

“That last media timeout, we were up 
16 … it was like ‘OK let’s finish it,’” Skee-
ters said of the moment he realized the 
upset was going to happen. “It wasn’t, 
‘Let’s hold on, we’re afraid to do this, 
we’re afraid to do that.’ It was, ‘Let’s fin-

ish it.’ If you look back at all the pictures 
of the kids on the bench, they were so ex-
cited because we had confidence in who 
we were and what we were doing.”

That confidence was instilled in UMBC 
all season. Skeeters, who came to UMBC 
with second-year head coach Ryan Odom 
ahead of the 2016-17 season, often spoke 
of the 1997 Coppin team, led by legendary 
head coach Ron “Fang’’ Mitchell.

“The message was it can happen. Up-
sets happen,” said Skeeters, who grew 
up in Baltimore and attended Woodlawn 
High School. “… So the mantra, the mind-
set, was, upsets have happened before, 
why not us.”

Why not?
Under Odom, UMBC has seen a dras-

tic turnaround. In the season before 
Odom came to Catonsville, Md., the Re-
trievers won just seven games. In the two 
years since, UMBC has gone 46-24.

In 1997, Coppin was led by Danny 
Singletary, who scored all but four of his 
team-high 22 points during the second 
half of the upset win. This time, UMBC 

had graduate student Jairus Lyles, who 
led all scorers with 28 points, including 12 
straight in the second half.

Skeeters said he “without a doubt” saw 
a similarity between Singletary and Lyles, 
and credited their performances in help-
ing to pull off the upsets. Skeeters said 
there’s really only one word that comes to 
mind when thinking about both players: 
“Clutch.”

Skeeters has been coaching basket-
ball at some level for more than 15 years. 
He’s coached AAU teams, high school 
teams and made stops at University of 
South Florida, George Mason, Towson 
and others. And while both the Coppin 
and UMBC wins could certainly qualify 
as highlights for any career, the Retriev-
ers’ victory was indeed history-making, 
and that’s something Skeeters will truly 
treasure. 

“It really hit me … how rare and how 
special it is to be a part of the NCAA 
Tournament,” Skeeters said. “… I’m 
relishing in the moment, to be honest 
with you. I am relishing in it because it’s 
such a special event. These three weeks 
of basketball, there’s nothing that can 
compare to it. … This win is so special 
… it’s probably my greatest moment in 
coaching.” •

 Kaitlyn Wilson 
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UMBC Assistant Coach Eric Skeeters 
No Stranger To Historic Upsets
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Eric Skeeters (left) with head coach Ryan Odom (right) 
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hack Stanwick hasn’t given much 
thought to his lasting legacy with the 
Johns Hopkins men’s lacrosse pro-
gram.

Instead, the senior attackman is 
focused on bringing another national 
title to the Homewood campus.

Nonetheless, Stanwick will long be remembered as 
one of the greatest players in Blue Jays history. Ear-
lier this season, he set a school record by registering a 
point in his 57th consecutive game -- surpassing four-
time All-American Terry Riordan (1992-1995).

Stanwick, who was a standout at Boys’ Latin, gave 
much of the credit for his success to Johns Hopkins of-
fensive coordinator Bobby Benson.

“Coach Benson does a great job of preparing us 
weekly against opposing defenses,” Stanwick said. “He 
helps show us what we can expect to see from our op-
ponents that week, and we always feel prepared come 
game day. I honestly don’t think about it much, but it is 
cool, and I’d like to keep it going. Terry Riordan … has 

reached out to me a few times about it, which is pretty 
awesome.” 

In addition to the streak, Stanwick also became the 
seventh player in school history to reach 100 career as-
sists. As of press time, he had recorded 106 career as-
sists, which ranks fifth all-time at Johns Hopkins. 

Led by Stanwick, the Blue Jays’ offense is putting to-
gether an impressive season. Hopkins scored at least 13 
goals in five consecutive games for the first time since 
late in the 2015 season. The attack, led by Stanwick, 
junior Kyle Marr and sophomore Cole Williams (Loyola 
Blakefield), has created matchup problems all season 
for some overwhelmed opponents. 

“We have done a good job of communicating on the 
field about what is going on and what we’re seeing in 
both practice and during games,” Stanwick said. “Valu-
ing the ball each time we have it and moving the ball 
quicker and with more of a purpose has been a big key 
in that success. We have also had a lot of different guys 
who have big contributions each week.”

Stanwick comes from one of the most prominent la-
crosse families in Baltimore. He is the youngest of eight 
children, all of who have played Division I lacrosse. His 
older brother, Wells, was a senior on the 2015 Johns 

Hopkins men’s lacrosse team. Another older brother, 
Steele, played at Virginia and is an assistant coach 
with the Johns Hopkins women’s lacrosse team. Their 
brother, Tad, played at Rutgers.

There are also four Stanwick sisters. Sheehan, Wick 
and Coco all played lacrosse at Georgetown, while Co-
vie played lacrosse at Boston College. The siblings of-
ten provide constructive advice. 

“I get a good amount of feedback from them, but it is 
all a little different and in their own way,” Shack Stan-
wick said. “A lot of it is just support and critiques of 
my game and how I can improve. I try to take it all in 
because I know they know what they’re talking about.” 

Stanwick was one of the most decorated and highly 
recruited lacrosse players coming out of Boys’ Latin. 
As a senior, he led the Lakers to an 18-0 record and No. 
1 national ranking. That year, he set the school record 
with 118 points (46 goals, 72 assists) and was named 
The Baltimore Sun Player of the Year, the Metro Player 
of the Year and was the C. Markland Kelly Award re-
cipient as the top player in the state.

Stanwick, who was also a two-time US Lacrosse All-
American and an Under Armour All-American as a high 
school senior, graduated as the all-time leading scorer 
in school history with 334 points. Boys’ Latin went 63-16 
during his career, including a 37-1 mark during his final 
two years.

When it came time to choosing a college, Johns Hop-
kins was the best fit. 

“It has been amazing,” Stanwick said about his 
college experience. “Johns Hopkins is a really unique 
and special place, and I can’t imagine anything differ-
ent. The great players and teams that have all come 
through here are remarkable. My coaches and team-
mates throughout the years have made my experience 
so special here.” 

Stanwick didn’t waste any time putting his stamp on 
the program, finishing third on the team in scoring with 
28 goals and 23 assists for 51 points during his fresh-
man year. As a sophomore, he led team in scoring with 
58 points on 20 goals and a team-high 38 assists and 
was named an honorable mention USILA All-American 
and first-team All-Big Ten.

Last year, Stanwick lead the team in goals (26), as-
sists (21) and points (47). He was the first player to ac-
complish that feat since Steven Boyle in 2010. 

This season, the Blue Jays have rebounded after a 
1-2 start to win seven straight, as of April 13.

One of those victories came against then-No. 10 
Virginia, when Johns Hopkins overcame a seven-goal 
halftime deficit for a 15-13 win, capturing its second 
straight Doyle Smith Cup March 24. It was the first 
time in the 135-year history of the program that Johns 
Hopkins overcame a seven-goal deficit to win a game.

“We lost to two good teams in Loyola and North 
Carolina,” Stanwick said. “We have talked about play-
ing better collectively and playing for a full 60 minutes, 
and while I don’t think we have completely done that, 
we have done a better job of it and it has been a big part 
of our success.” 

The Blue Jays are now focused on winning the Big 
Ten Conference. The title could come down to the final 
regular-season game against No. 1 and defending na-
tional champion Maryland at Homewood Field April 28. 

For now, Stanwick and his teammates are just fo-
cused on the game in front of them. 

“It is awesome coming out each week knowing that 
we’re competing against some of the best teams in the 
country,” he said.

As for the future after Johns Hopkins, Stanwick is 
still figuring things out. No doubt, he carries a recipe 
for success. 

“I have thought about it for sure, but I’m still not 
set on what I want to do,” he said. “I am open to do a 
lot of different things and coaching is something that I 
might look into at some point, but at this moment I am 
unsure.” •

Senior Shack Stanwick Leaving 
Lasting Legacy At John Hopkins
 Todd Karpovich
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Shack Stanwick



very college coach in 
America scours the coun-
try looking for the game-
changing recruit that can 
help put a program on the 
map, and most coaches 
feel lucky to find just one.  

Navy women’s lacrosse head coach Cindy 
Timchal discovered her program’s signature 
recruit right in her own backyard, but with a 
twist. She stumbled upon her game-chang-
ing recruits under the same Clarksville, Md., 
roof in high-scoring senior identical twins 
Jenna and Julia Collins from River Hill High 
School

“We’re kind of a package deal,” Julia Col-
lins said.

The good fortune is not lost on Timchal, 
who still has trouble telling the two players 
apart even with their numbered practice 
pinnies.

“We are very fortunate that Jenna and 
Julia came to the Naval Academy,” said Tim-
chal, who became the first NCAA Division I 
women’s lacrosse coach to record 500 wins 
with a 19-7 victory against Holy Cross March 
31. “They are two very bright women who 
are incredible lacrosse players. They have 
an incredible amount of dedication and love 
for the sport and are a pleasure to coach be-
cause they are incredibly tough in practices 
and games. They also are incredibly resilient 
and look to get better every single day.”

It’s no coincidence that with the tal-
ented twins on the roster, Navy’s program 
has soared to new heights. The twins were 
instrumental in the team’s Patriot League 
championship and national semifinals ap-
pearance last spring. The Midshipmen fin-
ished the year ranked fourth and entered 
this season with their first preseason top-10 
national ranking. 

An attacker, Julia Collins was named to 

last year's NCAA Championship All-Tour-
nament Team after finishing the NCAA 
Tournament with 14 goals in four games, 
including an eight-goal performance during 
Navy’s second-round win against University 
of Massachusetts.

Jenna Collins, a midfielder, earned a spot 
on last year's Patriot League All-Tournament 
Team and was named the Most Outstanding 
Player of the Patriot League Tournament, 
scoring eight points as the Midshipmen 
snapped Loyola’s 43-game league win streak. 
Jenna Collins also contributed 21 points in 
four NCAA Tournament contests. 

“Up until the Patriot League Tourna-
ment, I don’t think that we had really clicked 
the way we wanted to,” Julia Collins said. 
“We got by Lehigh in a close game in the 
semifinals by the skin of our teeth, and then 
everything just clicked for us against Loyola 
-- the goalie, the defense and the offense. 
Clearly, we peaked at the right time for us to 
come together and play a full 60 minutes in 
the championship game. That really helped 
our confidence going into the NCAA Tourna-
ment, and we were able to keep it going.”

While most teams talk among themselves 
about dream seasons and advancing to a Fi-
nal Four, Jenna didn’t become a believer un-
til it actually happened. 

“When we were freshmen here, the coach-
es told us that we would get to a Final Four 
before we graduated, and I was kind of like 
‘Oh, OK’, and took it kind of as a joke,” Jenna 
Collins said. “And now since it happened, it’s 
something I will never forget. It’s been an 
amazing ride the past three years.”

When you talk to the Collins twins or 
see them in person or on the field, it’s easy 
to see why Timchal struggles to tell them 
apart. They truly are identical in appear-
ance. Both are 5-feet-8 inches tall. Their an-
swers to questions are eerily similar, as are 
their voices and mannerisms. And every-
thing at the Academy has been “awesome” 

for both of them. 
The main differ-

ence between the two, 
other than their posi-
tions and the num-
bers on their jerseys, 
has been recogni-
tion. Despite both of 
them putting up eye-
popping numbers, 
Jenna Collins has 
received more for-
mal accolades.

Jenna Collins 
has been a second-
team All-Ameri-
can, a two-time 
All-South Region 
Selection, a two-
time All-ECAC pick, the Pa-
triot League Midfielder of the Year 
twice and a three-time first-team 
All-Patriot League selection. She 
notched 72 goals and 42 assists a year 
ago to become the third player in 
Navy history to eclipse the 100-point 
mark and is now closing in on 300 
career points with 48 goals and 13 as-
sists, as of April 10. 

Julia Collins, whose first na-
tional recognition was the NCAA 
All-Tournament award, is on the 
verge of surpassing 200 career 
points thanks to her 32 goals and 
11 assists this year. She recorded 
75 points while leading the team in 
draw controls with 118 last season. 
“In past years I was so upset when 
she didn’t get some of the recognition I 
did because she really has deserved it all 
along,” Jenna Collins said. “She’s a really 
great player, and now it’s awesome seeing 
her start to get more attention. People are 
seeing how amazing she is and what a great 
player she is.”

Julia Collins returned her sister’s love. 
“I am her biggest fan and love seeing her 
get all the recognition she deserves,” Julia 
Collins said. “I’m always happy for her and 
happy to do my part on the field to help her. I 
just feel fortunate that I’ve gotten to be part 
of this team and witness all the great plays 
she makes on the field.” •

Twins Jenna And Julia Collins Leading 
Navy Lacrosse To New Heights
 Scott Lowe
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aryland rising redshirt junior cornerback 
Marcus Lewis hasn’t played a single game 
with the Terps, but he’s long been familiar 
with the coaching staff. 

Lewis decided last summer to transfer 
to Maryland from Florida State, where he 
spent the first two years of his college career, 
partly because of former connections he 

made with head coach DJ Durkin and defensive backs coach 
Aazaar Abdul-Rahim.

Durkin recruited Lewis when he was the defensive coordi-
nator at Florida, which is where Lewis initially committed dur-
ing his recruiting process. Abdul-Rahim knew of the former 
Gonzaga College High School star from his tenure coaching 
at Friendship Collegiate in Washington, D.C. Durkin took the 
Maryland head coaching job in December 2015, and one of his 
first moves was to hire Abdul-Rahim.

It just so happened that Maryland was also the hometown 
team for Lewis, a District Heights, Md., native. When Lewis 
told Durkin in the coach’s office last July that he’d become a 
Terp, Durkin “got real excited,” according to Lewis.

“I just like his attitude. Coach Durkin, he’s a competitor,” 
Lewis said. “He’s going to want you to work hard. He’s going 
to push you. His track record is proven, especially defensively. 
I like that even though he’s a head coach, he’s a defensive-ori-
ented guy, which means he deals with the defense a lot. So 
that’s a good thing. The defense we run, it was real similar to 

the defense I had run at Florida State, so I just felt like it was 
a good match.”

Lewis had to sit out the 2017 season due to NCAA transfer 
rules. This spring, Lewis practiced on the outside at corner-
back, where there’s opportunity for playing time after the de-
parture of JC Jackson, who was Maryland’s top cornerback a 
year ago before declaring for the NFL Draft. Lewis will bring 
experience to the cornerback competition in the fall, along 
with returnees RaVon Davis and Tino Ellis. 

Lewis played in eight games for Florida State as a sopho-
more in 2016, starting five at slot corner, before missing time 
at the end of the year due to a hip injury that eventually re-
quired surgery. Lewis was credited with 21 tackles, two passes 
defended and an interception during his sophomore cam-
paign. 

When he left Florida State and wound up closer to home, 
Lewis commented that he believed, “it’s the best thing for me 
and my family. … I’m excited for the future.”

Listed at 6-foot-1 and 190 pounds, Lewis came to Maryland 
with the reputation as a terrific athlete with size.

“I think one of the best things about Marcus is how physi-
cal he’s been,” Durkin said during spring practice. “He’s re-
ally shown up as a guy who’s playing physical in contact drills 
where we always knew his speed, his coverage ability was 
there and that was another element. We never put him in 
those spots [during practice] last year, didn’t need to at the 
time. And now, he’s really proven himself that way.”

The fact that Lewis played football at all growing up came 
at the advice of a former coach. Lewis attended Gonzaga in 

Washington, D.C., to play basketball -- or so he thought. That 
was until then-head football coach Aaron Brady convinced 
Lewis to give football a try.

“Just every day, badgering him,” Brady recalled. “I used 
to tell him, ‘Do you want to stay with the small dogs on the 
porch? Just keep playing basketball only.’ But if he wants to 
run with the big dogs in the yard, come try football out. And 
eventually he just said, ‘I’m going to try it; I’m going to try it, 
Coach.’”

Lewis played for Gonzaga’s junior varsity squad during 
his sophomore year in 2012 so he could see a lot of snaps and 
learn the game; he got some run with the varsity toward the 
end of the season. Lewis and Brady both said the career of 
the future Terp started to come together during the offseason 
before Lewis’ junior year, which he spent attending camps to 
hone his technique against high-end talent. He was noticed by 
coaches at the next level, particularly for his size and speed. 

The improvements Lewis made during the offseason were 
evident when Gonzaga practiced with Friendship Collegiate 
ahead of the 2013 season. Abdul-Rahim was Friendship’s head 
coach.

“[Abdul-Rahim’s] known Marcus, and he kind of saw Mar-
cus grow up, too, because that summer before his junior sea-
son, we had seven-on-seven with them and all of a sudden, 
Marcus was a guy,” Brady said. “I remember one day he was 
the best player on the field, and [Friendship] had a bunch of 
national recruits. They had a kid who went to Florida, played 
corner and then a couple other guys and, I mean, he was the 
best player on the field, no doubt.”

Lewis played all three phases and started at cornerback for 
Gonzaga’s varsity team during the fall of 2013. He then helped 
lead Gonzaga to a 10-3 record during his senior year in 2014 un-
der new coach Randy Trivers. Lewis credited his development 
as a senior in part to Muhammad Abdul-Rahim, Aazaar’s 
brother and the defensive backs coach for Trivers in 2014.

Lewis, who was listed by 247 Sports as a four-star athlete, 
announced on National Signing Day 2015 that he’d attend 
Florida State (after having first committed to Florida); he 
was one of seven players from his senior class at Gonzaga who 
earned Division I scholarships to play football. Lewis only got 
to play in four games as a freshman for the Seminoles, but he 
took a lot out of the experience considering he shared a defen-
sive backfield with cornerbacks Jalen Ramsey and Marquez 
White, who are now with the Jacksonville Jaguars and Dallas 
Cowboys, respectively.

“The biggest thing was I got to learn playing behind guys 
like Jalen Ramsey and Marquez,” Lewis said. “It gave me a 
chance just to learn from those guys, and I knew when it was 
my time, I would step up and I would be ready.

“[Ramsey] took me and [Tarvarus McFadden] under his 
wing when we first got there. He noticed that we [were] hard 
workers and we [were] good listeners, so he took us under his 
wing, taught us the playbook, taught us the ins and outs of 
the game. Our relationship was really strong when I was down 
there.”

Lewis redshirted in College Park, Md., last year, which 
he said allowed him to work with Terps strength coach Rick 
Court, cover NFL Draft prospect DJ Moore on the scout team 
in practice and become familiar with the coaching staff and 
playbook. Lewis also formed a bond with the man whose 
shoes he hopes to fill this year: JC Jackson. 

Lewis knew Jackson from Jackson’s days at Florida, and 
Jackson helped Lewis understand the cornerback position in 
the Terps’ system.

Lewis isn’t the only transfer who the Terps hope can con-
tribute in 2018. Defensive lineman Byron Cowart, who was the 
No. 7 recruit nationally on 247 Sports’ composite rankings in 
2015, left Auburn last fall, signed with Maryland last Decem-
ber and is eligible right away. Rayshad Lewis, who played re-
ceiver for Utah State in 2016, practiced some in the defensive 
backfield this spring.

“I think we can add experience,” Marcus Lewis said. “Me, 
being that I have played some games down there and the tal-
ent that I went against, I feel like [I can go] out there with a 
little bit of experience, little bit of knowing what to expect, and 
then same with Byron. He was at Auburn, so he went against 
some real great players down there and I think that can trans-
late over this year.” •
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After Connections To Terps’ Staff Led Him 
Home, Marcus Lewis Ready To Contribute
 Luke Jackson
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Learn more at GoMustangSports.com.

Baseball

Men’s and Women’s Basketball

Women’s Beach Volleyball

Men’s and Women’s Cross Country

Field Hockey

Football

Men’s and Women’s Golf

Men’s and Women’s Ice Hockey

Men’s and Women’s Lacrosse

Men’s and Women’s Soccer 

Softball

Men’s and Women’s Swimming

Men’s and Women’s Tennis

Men’s and Women’s Track and Field 
(indoor and outdoor)

Men’s and Women’s Volleyball

583 All-Conference selections. 70 championship appearances. 31 players of the 
year. And 86 All-Americans. These are just a few of the highlights of Mustang 
sports. With our 27 Division III sports teams and 800-plus student-athletes, we 
can’t wait to see what we do next.

DIVISION III TEAMS

STEVENSON ATHLETICS:
BUILDING ON OUR SUCCESS
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PLAY MORE. PAY LESS.

BUY ONLINE TODAY!

EARN POINTS, RECEIVE DISCOUNTS, AND MORE!

GREYSTONE   |  THE WOODLANDS  |  FOX HOLLOW  |  DIAMOND RIDGE  |  ROCKY POINT
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POWERED BY

Locate area camps that  
suit your child's interests. 

 

Locate area camps that  
suit your child's interests. 
Searchable by type, age, location and more. 
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NATION’S #1 SPORTS
BROADCASTING CAMP

NATION’S #1 SPORTS
BROADCASTING CAMP

SPORTS BROADCASTING CAMP
is back for our 15th year in Baltimore!

 Boys and Girls 10-18  
will have an opportunity  
to learn from the pros  

in the industry

Make sports anchor tapes  
from a TV studio, 

reporting tapes from a  
Pro Stadium and  

play-by-play tapes of the  
Super Bowl and NBA Finals

Day/Overnight  
sessions available

June 25-29, 2018

800.319.0884  •  playbyplaycamps.com
facebook.com/sportsbroadcastingcamps | youtube.com/sportsbroadcastcamp

SIGN UP
EARLY

SIGN UP
EARLY

W W W.ALL-MARYL AND.ORG

M a r y l a n d ’ s  B e s t  S i n c e  1 9 8 2

Pete Caringi 
All-Maryland Soccer Camp

C e l e b r a t i n g  O u r  3 6 t h  Y e a r  

Day and 
Residential Camps

Available
Visit our web site

for more information

CCBC Essex
Session I – June 18-22, 2018
Session II – June 25-29, 2018

10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

UMBC Men’s Soccer 
ID Camp

July 13-15, 2018
Ages 13-18 High School age 

boys only

SWIMMING • S.T.E.A.M. • FRIENDSHIP • CULTURE • CRAFTS
STREAM WALKING • SPORTS • LANGUAGE • GAMES • MUSIC 
ART • DANCE • COOKING • ROBOTICS • YOGA • GARDENING 
PUPPET-MAKING • C.I.T./LEADERSHIP  and MORE!



FUN, FRIENDSHIP, ADVENTURE, 
AND DISCOVERY AWAIT YOUR CHILD!
Camp Red Feather, Camp Red Eagle, Senior Camp, All Sports Camp, 
and Outdoor Adventure Camp offer a traditional day-camp experience 
on our beautiful 800-acre campus. These camps include:

i transportation
i lunch

i before and aftercare
i multiple sibling discounts

OVER 80 CAMPS!
Visit mcdonogh.org for our 
full catalog.

i traditional day camps
i sports clinics
i arts and educational programs
i overnight camps

For more information, email 
summer@mcdonogh.org or 
call 443-544-7100.

2018 MCDONOGH 
SUMMER CAMPS

iBus transportation 
and lunch provided at 
no additional cost!

Register today at 
mcdonogh.org.
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 WALKS/RACES

APRIL 21 -- RIVER VALLEY RUN TRAIL 
HALF MARATHON 
Much like our August Trail Run Festival, we’re pulling out all the 
stops to provide you with a premier Maryland Half Marathon 
Trail Run experience at River Valley Ranch. Running through 
RVR’s scenic, wooded property with the gorgeous hills, valleys, 
and river will be an epic 13.1 miles to remember. For more infor-
mation and to register, visit charmcityrun.com/calendar/2016/3/18/
nvis1ug5cgczekxlf5qle78xpi3w2h.

APRIL 21 -- BELIEVE IN TOMORROW PORT 
TO FORT 6K
Run one of the only races that’s granted access to historic Fort 
McHenry, which offers spectacular views of Baltimore’s harbor. 
Join us in fundraising and become a member of the Believe 
Battalion in support of critically ill children and their families. For 
questions and information regarding Port to Fort 6K 2018, contact 
Elaine Morgan at 410-744-1042 emorgan@believeintomorrow.org.

APRIL 28 -- 5K FOR UNITED WAY
Johns Hopkins Medicine invites you to participate in the inaugu-
ral 5K for United Way at Eager Park, which benefits United Way 
of Central Maryland. For more information or to register, visit 
charmcityrun.com/calendar/2018/4/28/5k-for-united-way.

APRIL 28 -- ROAR FOR KIDS
Get ready to ROAR for kids at Kennedy Krieger’s annual 5K run/
low-mileage fun walk and family festival at Oregon Ridge Park. 
This year the event features an all new jungle theme. Registration 
begins at 6:30 a.m.; the event begins at 8 a.m. For more infor-
mation or to register, visit kennedykrieger.org/overview/event/ 
roar-kids-kennedy-krieger-institute.

MAY 20 -- KEEP PUNCHING 5K RUN, 
1-MILE WALK & KIDS RACES
The fifth-annual Keep Punching 5K, 1-Mile Walk & Kids Races 
takes place at Goucher College. Opening ceremonies begin at 
8 a.m. All proceeds assist patients, families and clinicians who 
wish to pursue integrative approaches to healing. For more infor-
mation and to register, visit runsignup.com/Race/MD/Towson/
KeepPunching5K1MileWalkKidsRaces.

JUNE 3 -- JEWISH CARING NETWORK 
WOMEN’S 5K CARE RUN & WALK
This event at the Maryland Zoo in Baltimore benefits the 
Jewish Caring Network, which is a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to providing support services to families facing life-
threatening, lifelong or serious illnesses while preserving their 
privacy and dignity. For more information and to register, visit 
wizathon.com/jcn5krun-women/?p=register.

JUNE 17 -- MILES THAT MATTER 
PIKESVILLE 5K RUN & WALK
Help support two great causes: The Ulman Cancer Fund for 
Young Adults and the Pikesville Chamber. Your race entry will 
help the fight against cancer but also provide the chamber the 
opportunity to keep Pikesville a vibrant community where people 

want to live, work and shop. The race begins at 8 a.m. at the 
Woodholme Center. For more information and to register, visit  
runsignup.com/Race/MD/Pikesville/MilesThatMatterPikesville5K.

 BASEBALL/SOFTBALL 

MAY 12 & JUNE 9 -- BASEBALL CARD 
SHOW
A sports card and memorabilia show to benefit Monsignor Slade 
Catholic School will be held at Monsignor Slade Catholic School 
in Glen Burnie from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. For more details, call Leo at 
443-416-6447.

LUTHERVILLE-TIMONIUM REC COUNCIL 
SOFTBALL
The Baltimore County Lutherville-Timonium Rec Council has 
open team registration for the spring slow-pitch softball program 
at Seminary Park, which runs from May to mid-August. Men’s 
leagues are Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday evenings, 
and the coed league is Tuesday evenings. Individual players 
seeking spots will be referred to the registered team managers. 
For additional details, email tjharrington51@netscape.net or call 
443-847-1072.

BLUE DEVIL UMPIRE ASSOCIATION
New baseball umpires are needed to officiate in Baltimore, 

Carroll and Frederick counties. No experience is necessary. Email 

Bob Frank at lawyerfrank@comcast.net or call 410-493-7011, or 

contact Larry Silverman at Bluedevilumps@comcast.net or call 

410-484-2118.

ADULT BASEBALL
Join the Eastern Baltimore County over-40 baseball league, 

which plays with wood bats on 90-foot diamonds. Players of all 

skill levels are encouraged to visit over40baseball.org or call Mike 

Lockett at 410-446-0443.

COCKEYSVILLE RECREATION
For updates about baseball registration for the Cockeysville 

Recreation Center, visit cockeysvillereccouncil.org.

MUSEUM OF NEGRO LEAGUES BASEBALL
Visit the Hubert V. Simmons Museum of Negro Leagues Baseball 
at the Owings Mills Metro Centre. The museum is named after 
Bert Simmons, who played for the Baltimore Elite Giants. The 
museum is open daily and admission is free. Volunteers are 
always welcome. For more information, visit smnlbinc.org.

 SOCCER/RUGBY/SQUASH

CELTIC SOCCER CLUB
Tryouts for the Celtic Soccer Club are for boys ages 6-18 and 
girls 6-12. Registration and additional information is available at 
baltimoreceltic.com.

MIGHTY KICKS PUP LEAGUE
The Pup League provides year-round soccer training for boys 

and girls of all abilities ages 2-7. It’s designed to build motor 

skills, self-confidence and basic techniques. Ongoing programs 

are available around Baltimore. For more information, visit  

mightykicksbaltimore.com.

RUGBY
The Baltimore-Chesapeake Rugby Club, the region’s only 

Division I men’s rugby club, is looking for experienced play-

ers or those new to the game. For more information, email  

baltimorechesapeakerugby@gmail.com or visit baltimorerugby.net.

  LACROSSE/SQUASH

TERPS SPRING LACROSSE REGISTRATION
Register now for Terps spring lacrosse to learn and play the fast-

est sport on turf. Whether you are a beginner or expert, the Terps 

is where you want to play this spring season. For more informa-

tion and to register, visit baltimoreterps.com.

SPRING LACROSSE
Baltimore Youth Lacrosse is accepting registrations for spring 

lacrosse for kids ages 4-13. This Baltimore City-based program 

is open to beginners as well as experienced players. For more 

information, visit our website at baltimoreyouthlax.com or call 

443-863-8377. 

SQUASH
SquashWise provides incentives for middle school students to 

excel academically, athletically and socially, as well as the oppor-

tunity to compete in local and national squash tournaments. No 

squash experience is necessary to become a tutor. Visit baltimor-

esquashwise.org to make your tax-deductible donation. To make 

equipment donations and/or become a volunteer tutor, email 

abbym@baltimoresquashwise.org.

YOUTH COACH
Baltimore Youth Lacrosse is looking for volunteer youth coaches 

for all age groups for the 2018 spring season. If interested, call 

443-863-8377 to apply.

  FOOTBALL

APRIL 26 -- RAVENS FLOCK PARTY: 
DRAFT EDITION
Fans are invited to attend the Ravens Flock Party: Draft 

Edition at Hightopps Backstage Grille to watch the first night 

of the NFL Draft. Starting at 6 p.m., 98 Rock and WBAL Radio 

will broadcast live, while Ravens alumni players, including WR 

Jacoby Jones and FB Le’Ron McClain, Ravens cheerleaders 

and mascot Poe join the festivities onsite for a night of give-

aways, photos and autographs. Fans in attendance will also 

have a chance to enter to win a $10,000 cash prize by correctly 

picking the Ravens’ first draft pick. This event is free and open 

to the public. Parking is available at Hightopps Backstage 

Grille parking lots.

BALTIMORE TERPS YOUTH
Games are open to all players ages 4-14 regardless of weight or 

 COMMUNITY BEAT
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skill level. The games provide a platform for participants to play 

the proper position for their body size while also ensuring their 

success as they move on to high school and beyond. To register, 

visit baltimoreterps.com or call 443-863-TERP.

  OTHER ACTIVITIES

APRIL 19 -- HOMERUN FOR RECOVERY
The Baltimore Station will host its annual Homerun for Recovery 

fundraiser at PBR Baltimore from 6-9:30 p.m. Presented 

by Fortego, LLC, the sports-themed event will benefit The 

Baltimore Station’s residential treatment center and thera-

peutic programs for veterans and others who are transitioning 

through the cycle of poverty, addiction and homelessness to 

self-sufficiency. Homerun for Recovery tickets are $70 in advance 

and $80 at the door. Advance tickets can be purchased online at 

501auctions.com/homerunforrecovery/tickets.

MAY 1 -- SPORTS BOOSTERS OF MARYLAND 
LIFE MEMBER DINNER WITH KEVIN BYRNE
Listen to Ravens vice president Kevin Byrne recap the Ravens’ 

NFL Draft. The event starts at 6:30 p.m. at Citron in Baltimore 

and is for Life M'embers and their guests. Sports Boosters 

of Maryland raises money to help children in the Baltimore 

communities through sports and education. To register, visit  

flipcause.com/secure/event_step2/MzIwMTA=/22865.

MAY 7 -- 11TH ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT 
Leadership Through Athletics, Inc. (LTA) is excited to announce its 

11th annual golf tournament, which will be held at Chartwell Golf 

and Country Club in Severna Park. For sponsorship information, 

contact Kelsey Grace at kelsey@leadershipthroughathletics.org  

or 410-533-1174.

JUNE 4 -- 18TH ANNUAL STEVE QUICK 
MEMORIAL GOLF TOURNAMENT
A four-man scramble golf tournament featuring 18 holes, lunch 

at turn, post-game BBQ and a raffle will be held at Eisenhower 

Golf Course in Crownsville. The event benefits the family of Chris 

Bobbick. Chris and his parents were killed in a car accident in 

2015. Chris’ wife and 3-year-old daughter suffered severe inju-

ries, while his 9-year-old daughter suffered minor injuries. Chris 

played in the Quick Tournament every year. For more informa-

tion contact Tom Phelps at 910-583-9917

BABE RUTH MUSEUM
The improved Babe Ruth Birthplace Museum has reopened next to 

Camden Yards. Babe Ruth’s legacy shaped the sports and American 

life we live now. Consider making a tax-deductible donation. Visit 

baberuthmuseum.org/donate or call 410-727-1539, ext. 3012.

HOMESCHOOL SPORTS
Baltimore-area homeschooled boys and girls in grades six-12 inter-

ested in playing interscholastic sports -- such as soccer, volleyball 

and baseball -- can register for the upcoming school season. For 

more information or to register, email chensports@verizon.net.

MARYLAND OFFICIALS CLUB
Interested in becoming a high school swimming official in the 

Baltimore-Anne Arundel area? Experience as a competitive 

swimmer or coach at the high school, college or masters level 

-- or prior experience officiating -- is strongly preferred. Email 
mdcommish@comcast.net or call Mike Connors at 410-653-7307.

DUCKPIN BOWLING 
There are openings for youth duckpin-bowling leagues for ages 
3-21 at various duckpin centers in Baltimore. Most programs run 
Saturday mornings and include bowling, shoe rental and coaching. 

For more information, visit ndya.org, call Stacy Karten at 410-356-
0936 or “like” duckpin bowling at facebook.com/theduckpinnews.

BICYCLE REPAIR
As a cooperative bicycle shop, visitors can work on a donated 
bike, use tools to fix a broken bike or buy ready-to-ride second-
hand bikes. Volunteer staff will provide assistance. For details, 
visit velocipedebikeproject.org.

OFFICIALS WANTED
Do you love roller derby? Do you love whistles? Do you love 
stats? Then you may be ready to join the ranks of the Charm City 
Roller Girls’ officiating crew, which is looking for skating and 
non-skating officials of all skill levels. No experience necessary. 
For more information, email referees@charmcityrollergirls.com. 

go to 

PRESSBOXONLINE.COM/ 
COMMUNITY
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Listen to Glenn Clark Radio live from
10 a.m.-noon, Monday-Friday

GlennClarkRadio.com
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They said it onThey said it on and stuff like that. They were like, 
‘The cyst can come back if you keep 
doing those things.’ So I had it twice 
when I was in Arizona. That was 
the situation. It was never the sickle 
cell trait. I’m completely past it now. 
They say the cyst comes with stress 
also. I’m happy where I’m at right 
now, so I don’t have to deal with those things.”

- New Ravens wide receiver John Brown March 22 on missing six games 
last season but believing that he has moved past his health issues

“I think after my talk I thanked not 
only DJ [Durkin] and his staff for the 
invitation and the hospitality, but 
also the people that were [Maryland 
Gridiron Network] members when I 
was there and the people that were 
at the Military Bowl. I also thanked 
the [high school] coaches for their 

support, not only this weekend but when I was at Mary-
land. It was good. It was good all the way around. I think 
it was good for myself and also good for DJ and Mary-
land football. You can tell [fans] I’m flying my Maryland 
flag again.”

- Former Maryland football head coach Ralph Friedgen March 12 on fi-
nally returning to College Park, Md., to speak at DJ Durkin’s coaches’ 
clinic

“Coming into the game we all had that 
confidence. We were all talking about 
it before the game, like as long as we 
play defense we know how hard it is 
for them to score. … If we keep it close, 
then I’ll take over, and we’ll have a 
chance to win the game. We had that 
mindset going into the game.”

- Former UMBC guard Jairus Lyles March 20 on how the Retrievers were 
able to pull off their historic NCAA Tournament win against Virginia 
March 16

“I was already preparing for next 
year. It was one of those things 
where, obviously, I ended up losing 
my job. I think it was just the fact that 
I just moved out here last year and to 
take my family on another adventure 
… my family would’ve been able to 
be fine. But it was just one of those 

things where I was like, ‘You know, Danny? This isn’t 
probably the right thing. What the right thing is, is give 
your family a little stability.’”

- Former Ravens running back Danny Woodhead March 22 on why he 
chose to retire after 10 NFL seasons

“The club is a big believer in continuity, and I think we’ve 
had pretty good continuity over the last better part of 
a decade. Certainly, the plan would be to continue the 
good continuity we’ve had. The folks that we have at the 
Warehouse are doing a good job all the way around. 
As for players being under contract or not, we’ve obvi-
ously recently signed a couple pretty significant players 
to multi-year contracts, so I think that’s a good indicator 
of where the club is probably headed in terms of building 
around a nucleus of players.”

- Orioles executive vice president John Angelos March 23 on the futures 
of manager Buck Showalter, executive vice president of baseball op-
erations Dan Duquette and players whose contracts are up after this 
season

“It’s a thought that kind of comes and 
goes real quick because you don’t 
want to get fixated on one place. 
It would obviously be awesome to 
play for the Ravens and learn from 
[quaterback] Joe Flacco and play 
for a great staff, but I think it would 
mean a lot to my family even more 
so. They’re huge Ravens fans -- my grandfather [watches] 
every single Sunday, huge Orioles fans, too. Just all Bal-
timore. That’s kind of how my whole family is. So I think 
it would be really awesome to just come back home there 
and play for a great organization.”

- Former Virginia quarterback/Baltimore native Kurt Benkert March 8 on 
what it would mean to him to be drafted by the Ravens

“It’s not related to the sickle cell at all. I have the trait, 
but I don’t have the disease. I’ve been playing football 
all my life, so I don’t see why [it’d] be a problem now. I 
went to the doctor, and I had a cyst in my spine. Talking 
to the doctors, it came from overworking or over-lifting 
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ow does this keep hap-
pening? 

How do we keep get-
ting caught in the trap of 
the greatest non-trover-
sy in the history of pro-
fessional football every 
single year? 

I guess it’s because once we get through 
the first wave of free agency (you know, the 
players we’ve actually heard of), we just 
run out of topics to discuss until the NFL 
Draft. I guess that’s why we keep manufac-
turing some other issue to squabble over. 

Once again this year, much has been 
made by Ravens fans and analysts about 
whether quarterback Joe Flacco should 
organize an informal event with his team-
mates outside of the team’s own Organized 
Team Activities. A “passing camp,” if you 
will. 

Let me get the answer out of the way 

quickly. The answer is, “Sure … if he wants 
to. If he doesn’t, that’s fine, too.”

The end. 
OK, not the end. But it might as well 

be. How have so many intelligent football 
people managed to convince themselves 
that this particular non-issue has become 
so significant to the success of a football 
team? Some quarterbacks host these 
events. Some quarterbacks don’t. 

Some who do have great success the fol-
lowing year. Others don’t. 

Some quarterbacks who don’t get to-
gether with their receivers during the off-
season have tremendous success the fol-
lowing year. Others don’t. 

Other quarterbacks may actually get to-
gether with their respective pass catchers 
without anyone knowing about it because 
no one bothers to throw any pictures up on 
Instagram while they’re together. 

There is no definitive proof -- or even 
particularly significant proof -- that offsea-
son “passing camps” have even the small-

est amount of relevance when it comes to 
an offense’s on-field success the following 
year. 

Quick question: Do you remember 
hearing anything about Nick Foles inviting 
Philadelphia Eagles receivers to his house 
last offseason to host a “passing camp?” I 
get that it would seem somewhat insane 
considering Carson Wentz was the start-
ing quarterback at the time (and he actu-
ally did host an offseason event with team-
mates), but it’s an important distinction 
to be made. If these informal, unofficial 
gatherings are so critical to a team’s suc-
cess, how was Foles so capable of stepping 
in for Wentz last season and delivering his 
team to a Super Bowl title without hosting 
one himself? 

Weird. 
I know you have a bunch of opposing ar-

guments running through your mind right 
now. Allow me to address them. 

“Glenn, if they’re not important, why 
would head coach John Harbaugh and gen-
eral manager Ozzie Newsome talk so much 
about the importance of them?”

This is pretty simple. Of course a team 
wants its players to be participating in as 
much football activity as possible during 
the offseason. The teams are furious that 
they had to give up OTA time in their last 
Collective Bargaining Agreement with 
players. Coaches, general managers and 
owners would honestly love to see their 
players become football robots whose only 
thoughts at all times were related to foot-
ball. That doesn’t mean there’s some sort 
of direct correlation between these passing 
camps and success on the field.

I’m aware that New England Patriots 
quarterback Tom Brady has regularly 
hosted them. He also might be the great-
est quarterback in the history of football. 
Do you think it’s the week of tossing a ball 
around during the offseason or the “great-
est quarterback of a generation” factor 
that’s been more relevant in his success?

“Yeah, but Glenn, the Ravens are pay-
ing Flacco so much money that he needs to 
take it upon himself to do more.”

Oh, so passing camps are only helpful 
to a team if your quarterback is wealthy? 
Flacco’s responsibility is to perform on 
the football field. That’s a far bigger is-
sue that has been troubling during recent 
years. Of course, actually having good 
football players to throw the ball to helps. 
He had some of those in the 2012 season, 
when he put together one of the great 
playoff runs in football history and won 
a Super Bowl -- despite not holding an 
offseason passing camp with teammates 
before the year. 

“Well, look, it certainly can’t hurt to 
spend some more time getting to know 
some new pass catchers.”

Bingo. That’s the best argument for any 
of this. It can’t hurt, which was why my 
initial answer was “sure.” It won’t be the 
difference in whether the Ravens return 
to the postseason. It won’t suddenly make 
Breshad Perriman a Pro Bowl receiver. But 
if Flacco wants to do it, by all means, do it. 
If it doesn’t happen, hopefully the team has 
actually put good football players around 
him this year to give the Ravens a chance. 

That’s the topic that’s worth bickering 
about until the season kicks off. •
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 THE 
REALITY CHECK

  Glenn Clark

'Passing Camps' Have No 
Impact On A Quarterback’s 
In-Season Performance

H

ThompsonAutomotive.comSINCE 
1929

AUTOMOTIVE

THOMPSON MAZDA
900 Merritt Blvd • Dundalk • 410-282-6300 • www.thompsonmazda.com

THOMPSON HYUNDAI 
1000 Merritt Blvd • Dundalk • 410-288-5700 • www.thompsonhyundai.com

THOMPSON CHRYSLER/DODGE/JEEP/RAM
124 North Point Blvd • Dundalk • 410-288-3100 • www.thompsoncdj.com

THOMPSON CHRYSLER/DODGE/JEEP/RAM
1102 Business Center Way • Edgewood • 410-679-1400 • www.thompsonchryslerjeep.net

THOMPSON TOYOTA
1101 Business Center Way • Edgewood • 410-679-1500 • www.thompsontoyota.com



38  |  APRIL 2018  |    |  PRESSBOXSPORTS  |  @PRESSBOXONLINE

Geppi’s Entertainment Museum is a pop culture shrine, a tribute to the exciting
 characters, toys and experiences that have shaped our past and our present.

Whether you’re looking for a gateway to history or a place to hold
 an amazing family or corporate event, you’ll find it at GEM!

Action Comics #1 
The first appearance

of Superman The original, hand-made 
G.I. Joe prototype

Do You Want a Party
 of Historic Proportions?

Do You Want a Party
 of Historic Proportions?

Located in Baltimore’s historic Camden Yards sports complex,
right across the street from the Baltimore Convention Center

and immediately next door to Oriole Park! 

To make your party a night to remember, 
contact: Nadja Martens, Sales Manager – Events

Phone: (410) 625-7063
Email: mnadja@geppismuseum.com

www.GeppisMuseum.com

 DIAMOND COMIC PRESENTS:  

RICIG’S WORLD OF SPORTS



“...best fast-food
fried chicken...”

- Food & Wine Magazine

World-Famous Chicken



YOUR DESTINATION, OUR JOURNEY.
At TOYOTA we know the journey, is as important as the 

destination. That’s why no detail was overlooked. The 

RAV4 Adventure is perfect for your weekend trips, with 

plenty of cargo space and available all-wheel-drive.

ADVENTURE SERIES

WHAT DRIVES YOU?


