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have always loved the 
very simple phrase, 
“hope springs eternal.” 

It’s funny, I always 

imagined it was some-

thing a baseball writer 

jotted down that John 

McGraw, Casey Stengel or Billy Martin 

said about the beginning of a new base-

ball season.

Well, in the category of “you learn 

something new every day,” I looked up 

the quote and was stunned that it was 

actually from the poem, “An Essay on 

Man” by Alexander Pope … and the full 

quote is much more profound:

Hope springs eternal  

in the human breast:

Man never is,  

but always to be blest: 

The soul, uneasy, 

and confin’d from home, 

Rests and expatiates  

in a life to come.

Well, I am assisted mightily by having 

majored in English in college, and this 

is still a tad tough to decipher, but I’ll 

try. As you’ll see, this meaning fits like 

a glove with why I still am passionate 

about fantasy baseball.

Pope’s meaning to me is about how 
the human experience contains just a 

millisecond or two here and there in 
what is true happiness. Rather, it’s al-
ways looking for and toward a better 
time. There’s no better time of the year 
for optimism than when the landscape 
will magically turn green from ashen 
gray almost overnight.

I have played fantasy baseball almost 
nonstop since 1985, when I started the 
Pacifica League, named after a restau-
rant that my friend, Mark Nichols, owned 
next to Shogun Sushi on Charles Street 
just above Saratoga Street. I can even 
remember the first player ever brought 
up at the auction: Milwaukee Brewers 
catcher Bill Schroeder, who went for an 
amazingly high $12. After 30-plus years in 
the game, I can say with great confidence 
that he was really worth about $4 or $5.

I’m a guy who makes his living, as my 
business card used to say, as a “profes-
sional baseball fan.” But, like the lyr-
ics from blues singer/songwriter Albert 
King’s song, “Born Under a Bad Sign,” I 
can honestly say that “… if it weren’t for 
bad luck, I’d have no luck at all.” I am 
either one of the worst fantasy baseball 
players or one of the unluckiest.

Obviously, I would prefer the truth to 
be the latter. I’d rather it be just a spate 
of bad luck that causes my teams to all 
too often sink like a rock that is skimmed 
across a creek, lake or pond.

Like that rock, I have an all-too-brief 
moment in the sun with my team before it 

inevitably collapses from the sheer weight 
of moronic decisions and stupid hunches.

Last year, my team sank even before 
the 2018 season began in the CrabCake 
League, which I play in with a lot of folks 
you don’t know and Scott Garceau and 
Jeremy Conn, both of whom you do know. 

We held our auction on the Sunday 
before the season started, and of course, 
I held on to Kansas City Royals catcher 
Salvador Perez at $11. Perez couldn’t even 
wait until the first game to injure himself. 
He suffered a moderate strain of the MCL 
in his left knee while lifting his suitcase 
up the stairs upon returning home from 
spring training, costing him a month. 

On the second night of the season, 
Delino DeShields Jr., who was going to 
be my 30-plus steal guy, broke his hamate 
bone and went down for a little less than 
a month. I could go on and on reciting the 
painful details, but maybe the most hurt-
ful play of all involved my star shortstop 
Xander Bogaerts, for whom I paid $28, in 
early April. 

As he took a relay throw on an even-
tual double, he quickly sensed he had a 
chance to shuffle the ball to third to get 
the runner who had been on first base. 
But the third baseman wasn’t even in 
the same zip code. Since he had already 
shuffled the ball, it was trickling toward 
the dugout, meaning the runner who had 
hit the double might be able to score.

Bogaerts made a Herculean effort to 
cut off the ball before it went into the 
dugout, but instead he slid into the dug-
out, wrenching his knee. When I watched 
the replay, I was dumbstruck as to how 
he managed to hurt himself, but he 
missed three weeks.

All told, I had nine men on the dis-
abled list in the first 4.5 weeks of 2018 
and finished a season so dismal it sent 
me into a deep, dark period of existence.

So great was the level of my despair 
that I informed all the players in my 
league that I had had it with fantasy 
baseball. I wouldn’t be back in 2019. I 
needed a year off, at least.

But a funny thing happened on the 
way to retirement. I began to imagine all 
the players I traded for in 2018 coming 
back without me at the helm. The itch 
was coming back. I have been preparing 
like a fiend the past several weeks.

In the process, I realized that no mat-
ter what tragic turn is in store for me, 
it can’t take away the sheer joy I have 
each and every February and March as 
hope springs eternal in this one fantasy 
player's breast. •
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 ONE FAN’S OPINION

Why I Still Love Fantasy Baseball
  Stan “The Fan” Charles
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att Tyner was in the Towson University 
cafeteria this past fall when head football 
coach Rob Ambrose said he may have a 
surprise for the head baseball coach.

Tom Flacco, the Tigers’ start-
ing quarterback, was thinking about 
playing baseball. Playing two sports 
had tempted the 2018 Colonial Ath-

letic Association Offensive Player of the Year since his 
days taking snaps at Western Michigan and Rutgers. 
But competing on the football field, not the baseball 
diamond, took precedence when Flacco brought up the 
conversation.

This time, though, Flacco had Ambrose’s approval, 
and Tyner was intrigued.

“[Ambrose] said, ‘Let us win eight games, and I’ll 
send him your way,’” Tyner said. 

It only took seven wins for Tyner to get Flacco’s 
phone call. As it turned out, Tyner had an open roster 
spot. The only issue was that Flacco had not played on 
a baseball team in nearly five years. So, the second-year 
coach offered one piece of advice: get in as much bat-
ting practice as possible between November and the 
end of winter break.

Tyner and the rest of the team had to wait until Jan-
uary to see Flacco hit in batting practice. It only took 
one round of hitting for them to see what the former 
outfielder had to offer. 

“I was shocked,” Tyner said of Flacco’s hitting abil-
ity. “Obviously, there’s something to be said for the 
strength that a football player possesses. I think that 
was the thing that put him over the top for me.”

Since then, Flacco has been balancing two roles: 
outfielder for the baseball team and quarterback for 

the football team, which began spring practice in Feb-
ruary. Playing two sports isn’t always easy. There are 
occasions when it takes a physical toll, and sometimes 
circumstances call for extra measures to make sure 
Flacco can balance both.

The additional workload hasn’t stopped Flacco from 
getting the most out of his situation.

“I think baseball is really going to help me with foot-
ball,” Flacco said. “A lot of what I’m doing for baseball 
correlates with football, so it’s not too different. When 
baseball season is over, I’ll be in great throwing shape. I 
run a lot in the outfield, so I’m in good shape.”

Flacco has a background in baseball that few can ri-
val. He finished his final season at Eastern High School 
(N.J.) batting .506 and led the Vikings to a New Jersey 
state playoff appearance before he was drafted by Phil-
adelphia Phillies in 2014.

The same talent that allowed Flacco to post eight 
doubles, six triples and 30 RBIs during his senior year, 
according to The Philadelphia Inquirer, has shown it-
self again for the Tigers. After appearing in the starting 
lineup in seven games, Flacco is batting .400 with five 
runs scored and three RBIs, as of March 13.

“It’s a testament to his ability that he can do it,” 
Ambrose said. “Everybody here who plays sports is … 
pretty good at multiple sports. But to be exceptional as 
a Division I athlete in multiple sports says a lot about 
him.”

Flacco played football, baseball and basketball in 
high school, so he’s familiar with managing the work-
load.

“Mentally, I’m just competing all the time,” Flacco 
said. “I’m always in a competitive atmosphere where 
we’re always grinding.”

Tyner and Ambrose worked together to figure out 
how to best handle Flacco’s schedule. Because of the 
student-athlete guidelines that Flacco must follow, he 
is allowed a four-hour daily workload. If he practices 
with the football team for three hours, then he can 
practice with the baseball team for one hour. 

Although Flacco has become an asset for Towson 
baseball, Tyner admits Flacco is a football player first.

“If we’re going to err, we’re going to err on the foot-
ball side of things,” Tyner said. 

But those plans changed slightly when injuries 
forced Flacco into the starting lineup early in the sea-
son. Flacco was supposed to miss most of a series at 
Kennesaw State (Ga.) in late February so he could at-
tend a Saturday football practice. 

Since Tyner needed him, the two coaches worked 
out a deal: Flacco would fly to Georgia by himself on 
Friday, which forced Flacco to miss football practice on 
Saturday but still allowed him to suit up for Thursday’s 
practice.

“It’s a balancing act,” Ambrose said. “But right now, 
all the parties are involved, and everybody is moving in 
the right direction to give him this opportunity. And it’s 
playing dividends for everyone.”

Flacco describes himself as “a football guy who is 
playing baseball,” but he doesn’t like to choose between 
the two sports. 

“I always say that baseball is my favorite when it’s 
in season and when football is in season, football is my 
favorite,” Flacco said. “I like going out there and being 
in season all the time.”

Flacco said Ambrose wasn’t too surprised when he 
approached him about playing baseball, and so far, 
Ambrose’s openness to letting Flacco pursue that de-
sire has paid off for both teams.

“This is a highly skilled game at a highly skilled lev-
el,” Tyner said. “I keep reminding him not to think like 
a baseball player. Just come out and be an athlete. Just 
be an athlete, and we’ll be fine. And my goodness, here 
he is.”

-- Zach Selby

Fifteen Years Later, 
Maryland’s Final ACC 
Tournament Victory 
Still Special

With less than a minute remaining in overtime, 
Maryland inbounded the ball against Duke’s full-court 
press clinging to a three-point lead in the 2004 ACC 
tournament final.

Terps reserve forward Mike Grinnon broke free and 
caught the inbounds pass before being fouled. Grinnon 
arrived at the foul line to shoot a one-and-one before 
anyone else.

“I literally sprinted to the foul line,” he said. “I want-
ed to give myself the most time possible at the line. 
Duke guard Chris Duhon walked by. Duhon told me, 
‘Good luck kid, you never play, no way you’re hitting 
these shots.’”

Grinnon had played sparingly that season. He’d wait-
ed for a chance to redeem himself after a costly travel-
ing violation that nearly jeopardized the Terps’ victory 
against top-ranked Florida earlier in the season. 

He calmly sank both free throws to help the Terps 
beat the Blue Devils, 95-87, for Maryland’s first ACC 
tournament win since 1984.

“Maryland won the ACC tournament three times,” 
longtime Terps radio play-by-play man Johnny Holli-
day said. “In 1958, they beat North Carolina and Nick 
Davis was MVP. In 1984, Len Bias was MVP and in 2004, 
John Gilchrist put the team on his back and carried 
them to victory. It was a tremendous individual perfor-
mance. He scored 30 against NC State and 26 against 

 FRONT ROW

M

Towson’s Tom Flacco 
Pulling Double Duty As 
Quarterback, Outfielder

6  |  MARCH 2019  |    |  PRESSBOXSPORTS  |  @PRESSBOXONLINE

e
n

p 
ph

o
t

o
g

r
a

ph
y

   
 

Tom Flacco

d
a

ve
 v

a
t

z/
t

o
w

so
n

 a
t

h
le

t
ic

s



@PRESSBOXONLINE  |  PRESSBOXSPORTS  |    |  MARCH 2019 |  7

Duke.”
Gilchrist, then a sophomore guard, tied the score 

with a three-point play late in regulation. He averaged 
24 points per game during the Terps’ three-game run.

Maryland entered the conference tournament as 
the No. 6 seed and on the bubble for the NCAA Tour-
nament. The Terps defeated three nationally ranked 
teams -- Wake Forest, NC State and Duke to win the 
title -- in Greensboro, N.C.

“Winning an ACC tournament in the state of North 
Carolina was always difficult if your school was from 
outside the state,” former Maryland coach Gary Wil-
liams said. “If you won the first game, your second game 
was usually against a Carolina school that was nation-
ally ranked on their home court in terms of fans in the 
stands. We were a top-10 strength of schedule team that 
year, so we were not intimated by anyone.” 

Maryland defeated a Chris Paul-led Wake Forest 
team by one point and came back from a 20-point defi-
cit to defeat NC State. Against Duke, Maryland trailed 
by as many as 12 in the second half and by 10 with less 
than three minutes to play in regulation. 

“We defeated a Duke team with four future NBA 
players,” Williams said. “Gilchrist, Jamar Smith, Nik 
Caner-Medley, Mike Grinnon were keys to the win. Gil-
christ deservedly won the MVP.”

Gilchrist remembers a team trying to make a late-
season run to make the NCAA Tournament.

“We just rolled the dice,” said Gilchrist, now a special 
education teacher and high school basketball coach in 
Virginia Beach, Va. “We didn’t have anything to lose. We 
needed to solidify a tournament berth. We played like 
VCU under Shaka Smart. We pressed and could come 
back in games if we needed to. Coach Williams recruit-
ed guys with a chip on their shoulders. He always had a 
great game plan for Duke. We were their kryptonite. We 
made them uncomfortable.” 

Gilchrist still receives messages from fans sharing 
their memories of that moment.

“It’s really cool,” said Gilchrist. “I love the Maryland 
community. I was a kid, I put everything I had into bas-
ketball. I never felt as nervous as a player as I do now 
as a fan.”

Gilchrist intently follows the Terrapin basketball 
team.

“They are going to be a tough out,” he said. “I like 
the backcourt, especially with [Anthony Cowan], and 
Bruno [Fernando] is a man. It’s all about having the 

opportunity.”
The only Maryland basketball player to win a na-

tional championship and the ACC tournament, Grin-
non owes his success in life to that moment on the char-
ity stripe. 

“That game changed my life,” said Grinnon, now the 
managing partner of a financial firm. “I stayed ready 
and believed that anything was possible. Coach Wil-
liams kept me engaged. He’s the ultimate competitor. 
We knew we had to go deep in the tournament, and I 
knew I might get a chance with the team playing three 
days in a row. That game was the biggest moment of 
my life.”

-- Dean Smith

As 105.7 The Fan 
Marks 10th Anniversary, 
Connection With 
Baltimore Stands Out

Scott Garceau felt an instant connection.
“It was crazy,” the afternoon drive-time host on 105.7 

The Fan said. “I was out somewhere and people were com-
ing up to me all of the time, ‘Hey, I heard what you did. 
You said this or somebody said that. What do you think 
of this?’ I was getting all of this personal reaction from 
people that I hadn’t received in TV for quite a few years.”

For more than three decades, Garceau delivered high-
lights and scores to Baltimore sports fans every weeknight 
as the evening and late-night sportscaster on Channel 2 
(WMAR-TV).

But his relationship with his audience changed when he 
slid behind the microphone Nov. 3, 2008, 105.7’s first day as 
an all-sports radio station. The light came on and The Fan 
was now on the air.

“I think people feel more connected,” Garceau said. 
“They would tell me, ‘Say, I didn’t realize you had a sense 
of humor.’ Well, when you have two-and-a-half or three min-
utes on TV and you have three sound bites and four high-
light packages, there’s not a whole lot of time to be you.”

As 105.7 The Fan prepares to celebrate its 10th anniver-
sary, Garceau, 67, still holds court on the sports topics of 
the day with co-host Jeremy Conn on “The Scott Garceau 
Show” weekdays from 2-6 p.m.

Among the topics that keep the phone bank lit these 
days: What will the Ravens do in next month’s NFL draft? 
And how is the Orioles’ rebuild shaping up as Opening 
Day approaches under a new regime?

The Fan is once again the Orioles’ flagship radio sta-
tion. It lost the team’s broadcasting rights in 2011 before 
renewing them in 2015. It’s also the radio home for Univer-
sity of Maryland football and men’s basketball.

“We are not Chicago or Detroit or New York or some 
place that has every major sport,” Garceau said. “Balti-
more is still a great sports town. I definitely think there 
was a market for sports talk. [The station] is serving the 
public. I think the appetite is there from the fans. They 
want to be able to hear about their local teams all day.”

Before being hired by 105.7 in June 2012, Bob Haynie 
worked for Baltimore’s first all-sports radio station, 
WNST 1570 AM. Haynie left WNST in the summer of 2010 
and began his first assignment for 105.7 roughly a month 
later covering Ravens training camp at McDaniel College 
in Westminster, Md.

He now hosts a weekday talk show on The Fan from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. with former Washington Redskins general 
manager Vinny Cerrato called “Vinny and Haynie Show.”

“It’s interesting listening to the fans vent,” Haynie, 54, 
said. “People absolutely love the Ravens. But when the 
season turns sour, people get pretty brutal with their as-
sessments of the team, which I kind of get a kick out of.

“Look, I used to go [crazy] over the local teams, too. If 
they screwed something up or weren’t playing well, I would 
be yelling and screaming myself. But I would get over it 
eventually. People today stew in it for 24 hours. That’s 
what gets me. It’s almost like when the Ravens lose, that’s 
better for Monday’s show because it makes for more enter-
taining radio.”

Garceau and Haynie will be on hand from 4-8 p.m. 
March 23 for The Fanniversary, commemorating 10 years 
on the air for 105.7 The Fan. The 21-and-over event at The 
Winslow in Baltimore will feature appearances by Bal-
timore sports legends as well as past and present on-air 
personalities from the station.

“I met a guy at lunch the other day. He said he lis-
tened to our show all of the time,” Garceau said. “He goes, 
‘You’ve got the greatest job in the world. You get to go to 
work every day and talk about sports.’ I go, ‘Yeah, you’re 
right.’ Sometimes you have to remind yourself of that. It’s 
a pretty good gig.”

-- Greg Swatek
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D.J. Strawberry (5) and teammates celebrate
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acrosse’s history may pre-
date the arrival of Euro-
peans in North America 
but its future will be in-
fluenced by the momen-
tum of the 21st century, 
according to the sport’s 
most prominent superstar.

Paul Rabil, the spectacular Johns Hop-
kins University midfielder who scored 111 
goals from 2005-2008 and went on to an MVP 
career in the Major Lacrosse League, is tak-
ing on a new role within the sport -- league 
founder.

Rabil, 33, and his older brother Mike 
Rabil are set to launch the Premier Lacrosse 
League in June with a business approach be-
fitting a Silicon Valley startup and a strategy 
that will try to take advantage of digital tech-
nology and even the changing tastes of young 
fans.

Rabil said the new league, which will fea-
ture six teams playing in a touring format 
throughout 14 weekends in 12 major markets, 
will try to “optimize the modern sports envi-
ronment where there is new stadiums, new 
distribution with [both] the major broadcast 
networks and new tech platforms … as well 
as the modern athletes who have become ce-
lebrities.”

Among the differences between the PLL 
and many other new league startups is how 
it’s being funded.

The new lacrosse league is being backed 
by cash from some of the most impressive 
names in venture capital, including The 
Raine Group, Creative Artists Agency, The 
Chernin Group and Blum Capital.

While declining to disclose exactly how 
much money was raised, Rabil said the new 
league is “well funded.”

But perhaps the biggest difference be-
tween the PLL and other nascent sports en-
terprises is how its players are compensated. 
Players are employed by the league rather 
than individual teams.

“When we built the PLL, we did it with 
the athletes first and we did it in three ways,” 
Rabil said. “First, we increased their [com-
pensation] -- from a cash standpoint -- than 
what was, on average, being distributed to 
the players. We gave them access to health 
care for the first time in pro lacrosse. And we 
gave them stock options in the business so 
our players are actually equity owners in the 
league.”

Still another difference is that while the 
league will feature six teams, none will rep-
resent a specific city or location. They sim-

ply have nicknames: Archers, Atlas, Chaos, 
Chrome, Redwoods and Whipsnakes.

One reason for that decision was so 
fans in locations not represented by a team 
wouldn’t feel isolated and left out. But the 
non-geographic specific strategy is also part 
of a broader recognition that younger fans 
identify with and engage with spectator 
sports differently than fans who grew up with 
the traditions of the 20th century that were 
rooted in hometown loyalties.

“What we’re seeing more than ever -- and 
there’s data to support it through Google 
and Facebook and Instagram -- that espe-
cially with Millennials and Gen Z, they are 
choosing their favorite player over their team 
[by a wide margin],” Rabil said.

“A fan on the East Coast can be a Golden 
State Warrior supporter because they like 
Steph Curry, and they can watch Steph Cur-
ry play live on their mobile device or even on 
their television any time they want and they 
can engage with Steph Curry on social media 
where he’s speaking directly to them.”

The new league will be boosted by a me-
dia deal that will see games broadcast on 
network, cable and over-the-top (internet) 
channels.

NBC will broadcast three games. Sixteen 
games will be broadcast on NBCSN. And an 
additional 19 games will be carried on NBC 
digital platforms.

Play will begin June 1-2 with games at 
Gillette Stadium in Foxborough, Mass., fol-
lowed by stops in New York (June 8-9, Red 
Bull Arena) and Chicago (June 15-16, Seat-

Geek Stadium). The PLL and Women's 
Profesional Lacrosse League will co-host 
games at Johns Hopkins’ Homewood Field 
June 22-23.

Local lacrosse fans will recognize many 
of the players who have already been an-
nounced to fill the PLL’s rosters. Along with 
Rabil, a few of the familiar names are Kyle 
Harrison (Johns Hopkins), Kyle Hartzell 
(Salisbury), Matt Rambo (Maryland) and 
Tucker Durkin (Johns Hopkins).

In all, the league boasts 10 Tewaaraton 
Award winners, more than 10 pro lacrosse 
MVPs, 21 Team USA players and 17 Team 
Canada players.

In addition to offering world-class play on 
the field, the league plans to conduct instruc-
tional sessions for youth players through a 
PLL Academy.

“On any given weekend, when we have 
120 of the best players in the world and in a 
major market city leading into that weekend 
and out of it, we’ll be able to offer … contact 
between future lacrosse players and the top 
players in the world,” Rabil said.

“It’s a high-impact program and a lot 
of our players want to participate in it,” he 
added.

Already the PLL has been creating buzz 
for its inaugural season on Twitter and Insta-
gram knowing that’s where it’ll best reach the 
young fans it hopes to attract.

“We’re already demonstrating,” Rabil 
said, “that we have the ability to tell the story 
of our league, our teams, our coaches and our 
players.” •

 IN FOCUS WITH BILL ORDINE
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Paul Rabil

  Bill Ordine

Johns Hopkins Lacrosse Legend 
Paul Rabil Aims To Grow Game 
Through Forward-Thinking PLL

L

SPECIALS

FRI
$ 9.99

FRIDAY 
FISH FRY

MONBURGER 
MONDAY
$5.99
CLASSIC BURGERS

DINE IN ONLY
*SELECT APPETIZERS ONLY
**VALID AT PARTICIPATING

LOCATIONS

TUE
$ 5.99

TACO 
TUESDAY

TWO TACOS
 W/ CHIPS & SALSA

WINGS**

60¢ BONELESS & GRILLED 
BONELESS WINGS 

90¢ TRADITIONAL WINGS

WEDRIB 
WEDNESDAY
$ 10.99
HALF PORTION, CORNBREAD 
& SEASONED FRIES

GLORYDAYSGRILL.COM

MARYLAND LOCATIONS  
EDGEWATER | ELDERSBURG | ELLICOTT CITY 

FREDERICK | NURSERY ROAD/BWI 
PASADENA | TOWSON

7 DAYS PER WEEK

$6 APPS 
AFTER 9PM*

THU
$ 5.99

NACHO 
THURSDAY

HALF ORDER OF
CHILI NACHOS



Baltimore Sports. Period.Baltimore Sports. Period.

PRESENTED BY: 

GREAT SPORTS CONTENT ... NO PAYWALLGREAT SPORTS CONTENT ... NO PAYWALLGREAT SPORTS CONTENT ... NO PAYWALL

...ALL FREE.

PressBoxOnline.comPressBoxOnline.comPressBoxOnline.com
VISIT

FOR NEW CONTENT DAILY



10  |  MARCH 2019  |    |  PRESSBOXSPORTS  |  @PRESSBOXONLINE

Loyola Lacrosse’s Jacob Stover
By Luke Jackson

What’s a bucket-list place you’ve never been?
Bora Bora

If you could trade places with any movie or TV character, who 
would it be?
Jack Bauer

Who was your favorite sports star growing up?
It’s my pops, you know that one. My old man. [Jacob’s father, Matt, was 
the Ravens’ kicker from 1996-2008]

How would you rate your cooking skills? What’s your favorite 
dish?
My girlfriend pushes me to [cook]. I’m working on that. On a scale of one 

to 10, I’d say it’s a six. That’s being nice to myself. I’m a great breakfast guy. I make 
really good breakfast. I’ve always been good about some pancakes; waffles, I’m great 
at. I’m great making eggs, birds in a basket. I’ve got to work on the bacon. I’m good 
at making grilled chicken, I will say that. For grilled chicken -- broccoli, asparagus, I’d 
say that’s what I go to.

What’s your favorite thing to do on a day off?
I love hanging out with some of the guys. … [My girlfriend and I] used to 
go down to Georgetown or we would go to the mall or something, just 

kind of get off of campus, kind of travel a little bit wherever we could within the day.

What’s your favorite movie of all time?
It would be “The Goonies” and “The Sandlot.” Those are the two.

What’s your go-to karaoke song?
I’m a country guy. I love “Bonnie and Clyde” by Travis Tritt. I love Travis 
Tritt. Or Alan Jackson’s “Drive.”

What’s your favorite city or campus to visit on the road?
If we spent more time, I feel like it would be UNC or Duke. I loved visiting 
UVA. I thought it was a really cool campus.

What book are you currently reading?
It’s a Christian book. It’s the “Book of Proverbs.” It’s like a 10-minute daily 
devotional, and it’s helping me with my life and my walk with Christ and 

has helped me with how I’m trying to live my life on a day-to-day basis.

What show have you been binging lately?
“The Good Doctor.” I’ve really started watching that. I caught up 
on it, and now I’m kind of waiting until every episode comes out on 

Mondays. Or “Vikings.” I was waiting until “Game of Thrones” came back on, so I just 
started watching “Vikings,” and that’s really good.

Q1
Q2

Q3

Q4

Q6
Q7

Q9

Q10

Q5

Q8

Now
Celebrating Our  

46th Year 
Of Operation

Where Great Food & 
Great Times Intersect!

4100 North Point Boulevard • 4 min. from 695, exit 41
Monday-Saturday 8:00am-2:00am • Sunday 11:00am-1:00am

 Reservations: 410-477-1975 • www.costasinn.com

Go Ravens,  
Terps and O’s!
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Jacob Stover

10 Questions With



our years into a success-
ful professional indoor 
soccer career with the 
Baltimore Blast, Mike 
Deasel walked away to 
pursue his dream. 

Despite his early 
success -- four Major 

Arena Soccer League championship ap-
pearances in four years -- the defender 
always made sure to plan for life after 
sports. 

In 2015, after a ride-along with the 
Baltimore County Fire Department, he 
found his calling: firefighting.

“I fell in love with it,” Deasel said, “es-
pecially the whole team aspect … and 
working together with everybody. To me 
it translated -- soccer translated to the 
fire department.”

Deasel had played soccer his whole 
life. A Kingsville, Md., native and four-
year letter winner at Loyola Blakefield, 
he went on to start 72 games as a defen-
sive midfielder in four seasons at Loyola 
Maryland before signing with the Blast 
in 2011, a team he had watched play dur-
ing his youth.

In the fall of 2015, Deasel endured five 
months of intense fire academy train-

ing, learning everything from emergency 
medical care to extinguishing simulated 
fires. He’s now more than three years in 
as a full-time firefighter and works at 
Station 7 in Essex, Md.

“Pretty early on I knew that was 
something that meant a lot to him and 
something that he wanted to reach out 
to and pursue,” said Blast forward Tony 
Donatelli, Deasel’s best friend on the 
team. “We all come up in different cir-
cumstances and different backgrounds, 
but to be able to put your life on the line 
for the better of the people is something 
that can’t be overstated. It takes a spe-
cial person to be able to do it.”

For Deasel, 29, the parallels between 
playing soccer and being a fireman are 
endless. Like a championship-winning 
indoor team, the firefighters of Station 7 
are well-trained and prepared for almost 
anything. When they arrive on the scene 
of a fire, each person has a role. One 
holds the nozzle, another handles the 
hose while others force open a door or 
window to direct the water at the blaze.

Much like a defender calling out a de-
fensive assignment to a teammate, Dea-
sel and his fellow firefighters must com-
municate constantly, he said, adapting 
to sudden changes, like a spreading fire 
or an opposing player cutting through 
the defense.

“Everybody knows what you’re doing 
before you even go on the call. Same as 
in the game where you have the game 
plan,” Deasel said. “Then if something 
goes wrong, because not every call and 
not every game are the same, you’re go-
ing to have to adapt ... and figure it out 
together.”

Deasel’s ability to take to firefight-
ing so naturally was no surprise to Blast 
head coach Danny Kelly because who 
Deasel is as a soccer player is exactly 
what a fireman is supposed to be.

“If Mike’s anything, he’s a great team-
mate,” he said. “You know you can count 
on him on the field. Off the field, he was 
the type of guy who would help you out 
in any situation. So, being a firefighter 
and knowing how they rely on each other 
-- their lives depend on each other -- so it 
makes total sense that Mike would pur-
sue that career.”

But even as Deasel settled into his 
new career, the itch to play professional 
soccer didn’t go away, he said. With the 
blessing of the fire department, Deasel 
was allowed to sign a contract in the 
summer of 2017 to return to the Blast 
while staying on as a full-time fireman.

Deasel credited his fellow firefighters 
for taking shifts for him when needed. 
That allowed him to return to the sport 
he loved.

“That’s really the main reason I was 
able to come back,” he said, “or else re-
ally I wouldn’t be able to play anymore.”

Deasel makes it clear that doing two 
full-time jobs doesn’t bother him. His 
schedule can sound daunting at times, 
often going straight from soccer practice 
to the gym for a quick workout before 
heading to a night shift at the fire de-
partment that doesn’t let out until 6 a.m.

“Honestly I really do love doing both 
so I don’t mind at all,” he said. “It’s 
something that I wanted to do.”

Deasel’s comeback was delayed by 
several months, however, when he tore 
his ACL during an indoor co-ed game. He 
was finally cleared in January 2018 and 
suited up for the final four games of the 
regular season and the playoffs, helping 
the Blast win a third straight MASL title 
last March.

“He was a critical piece,” Kelly said. 
“To be able to add a steady defender at 
that time was huge for us.”

As the regular season winds down, 
Deasel said he’s fully back in soccer 
shape and has managed his firefight-
ing and soccer duties well enough to be 
ready for another championship push. 

Donatelli is just glad to have his friend 
back, not only because of his defensive 
prowess but also for his humor and the 
pranks he’s known to play.

“It’s infectious,” Donatelli said. 
“That’s something that, more so than Xs 
and Os or what he’s done on the field, is 
just what he brings around the team in 
the locker room and makes such a huge 
difference.” •

  Brooks DuBose

Baltimore Blast Defender Mike Deasel 
Puts Out Fires On And Off The Field

F

  BALTIMORE BLAST

@PRESSBOXONLINE  |  PRESSBOXSPORTS  |    |  MARCH 2019 |  11



12  |  MARCH 2019  |    |  PRESSBOXSPORTS  |  @PRESSBOXONLINE

he Baltimore Ravens’ of-
fensive coordinator car-
ousel turned yet again 
this winter, with Greg 
Roman replacing Marty 
Mornhinweg as the Ra-
vens’ primary play caller 

and architect of the offense.
Roman becomes the Ravens’ sixth of-

fensive coordinator since 2012, and he as-
sumes command at a pivotal time in the 
franchise, as the Ravens embark on a new 
approach centered around dynamic quar-
terback Lamar Jackson. 

Jackson’s ascension as a rookie last 
season accelerated the departure of Joe 
Flacco.

This will be the third time Roman, 46, 
has held an offensive coordinator position 
in the NFL, and each stop has featured a 
dynamic, dual-threat quarterback. Roman 

worked with Colin Kaepernick as the offen-
sive coordinator of the San Francisco 49ers 
from 2011-2014, and then with Tyrod Tay-
lor and the Buffalo Bills in 2015 and 2016. 
(Roman was fired two games into the 2016 
season.)

Roman’s offenses have consistently 
ranked among the best in the league in 
rushing, but the passing numbers have not 
been as pretty, and as the Ravens set about 
rebuilding their offense “from the ground 
up,” as Roman said, the onus is on him to 
find the right balance.

No one is sure what exactly that will 
look like. The Ravens lack a dominant 
back. The wide receiver corps is in flux for 
the second straight year. And the interior 
of the offensive line remains a concern. 

Roman, who has been with the Ravens 
for the past two years, will surely draw on 
his past experience, but he suggested that 
he has wiped the playbook clean. 

 “We’re in the throes right now ... of pret-
ty much reimagining our offense,” Roman 

said at his introductory news conference. 
“How do we want to move forward with 

Lamar Jackson?” Roman added. “He’s a 
unique player with a unique skill set, so 
let’s build an offense that really accom-
modates that, as opposed to try to fit him 
into something that other people had once 
done.”

R U N  G A M E  G U R U

In announcing Roman’s promotion -- 
Mornhinweg subsequently declined a dif-
ferent position in the organization -- head 
coach John Harbaugh said the Ravens’ 
system would be built from the run game 
outward, “and that’s Greg’s role.”

The run game was at the heart of the 
Ravens’ success in 2018 as they won six of 
their final seven regular-season games to 
finish 10-6 and win the AFC North title. 

Shifting gears midseason once Jackson 
replaced the injured Flacco, the Ravens 
unleashed an old-school, ground-and-
pound offense that perplexed opponents 
with little time to prepare for it. Jackson’s 
elusiveness and threat as an outside run-
ner exposed openings up the middle for 
rookie running back Gus Edwards, whose 
emergence corresponded with Jackson’s 
move into the starting role.

The Ravens topped 200 rushing yards 
in five of Jackson’s seven regular-season 
starts and finished the season ranked No. 
2 in the league in rushing with 152.6 yards 
a game. 

That kind of success is not unusual for 
Roman. His 49ers teams ranked in the top 
four each year from 2012-2014 once Kae-
pernick became the starting quarterback. 
When Roman moved to Buffalo, the Bills 
led the league in rushing in 2015. 

Kaepernick averaged 86 carries and 
526 rushing yards per season from 2012-
2014 with Roman calling the plays. Then in 
Buffalo, Roman watched Taylor carry 104 
times for 568 yards in 2015.

This past season, Jackson set an NFL 
record for carries by a quarterback with 147 
-- and he didn’t even start until Week 11. So 
while the Ravens stress they are rebooting 
their offense, there’s little doubt that Jack-
son’s legs will be a big part of it. 

A new running back could also make an 
impact. On March 13, the Ravens agreed to 
a three-year deal with former New Orleans 
Saints running back Mark Ingram, who 
rushed for 6,007 yards and 50 touchdowns 
and contributed in the passing game dur-
ing his eight seasons with the Saints. In-
gram joins a running back group that also 
includes Edwards, Kenneth Dixon -- whose 
career has been marred by injuries and 
suspensions -- De'Lance Turner, who had 
one carry last year, and practice squad 
player Tyler Ervin.

With such a heavy emphasis on the run 
game, it’s understandable the Ravens want 
to upgrade the interior of their offensive 
line, even if All-Pro right guard Marshal 
Yanda returns for his 13th season. 

“We’ve got to have a strong, powerful of-

fensive line,” Roman said. “That’s where it 
all starts, is domination up front. … Unless 
you want to be throwing one-step screen 
passes the whole game, you better be able 
to block people. And I don’t care what back 
you [have], if there’s no space to run, he’s 
going to be fighting an uphill battle. So it 
all starts up front.”

PA S S I N G  G A M E 
C O N C E R N S

For all of Roman’s ground-game suc-
cess, his offenses have posted some pedes-
trian passing numbers. In four of his five 
full seasons as an offensive coordinator, 
Roman’s teams ranked 28th or lower in 
passing; the 2012 49ers, which reached the 
Super Bowl, ranked 23rd.

Roman acknowledged those numbers 
but said, “If you look at efficiency, wins and 
losses and yards per attempt, things like 
that, more relevant stats, I think if you dig 
deeper, you’ll find that it really added up to 
a really good, winning formula.”

The 49ers went 44-19-1 during Roman’s 
four seasons there, with three straight 
playoff berths and a Super Bowl appear-
ance against the Ravens. On those teams, 
a potent run game was complemented by 
a passing attack that featured two names 
familiar to Ravens fans: Michael Crabtree 
and Anquan Boldin. 

Crabtree has been let go after one disap-
pointing season in Baltimore during which 
he made 54 catches for 607 yards, among 
the lowest totals of his career. If John 
Brown (42 catches, team-high 715 yards) 
leaves as a free agent, the Ravens again 
will be staring at an overhaul of the wide 
receiver position at the same time they are 
working to help Jackson make strides as an 
NFL passer.

The Ravens do, however, return a pair 
of second-year tight ends: first-round pick 
Hayden Hurst and third-rounder Mark 
Andrews. Baltimore also re-signed Nick 
Boyle, who emerged as a key blocker in the 
Ravens’ run-heavy offense in 2018. Tight 
ends are integral to Roman’s scheme both 
as receivers and blockers.

During his rookie season, Jackson 
flashed potential but also had issues with 
mechanics and accuracy. It will be up to 
Roman and his staff -- including quarter-
backs coach James Urban and new pass-
ing game coach David Culley -- to advance 
Jackson this season. 

“The OTAs will be a critical step for 
him,” general manager Eric DeCosta said. 
“... He made great strides last year, I think, 
from training camp all the way through to 
the end of the season, and we expect that 
to continue.”

DeCosta is in the midst of reshaping the 
Ravens’ roster in his first offseason as gen-
eral manager. Moves will be made to com-
plement an emerging offense that the Ra-
vens understand -- even hope -- will buck 
the trend in the NFL. 

Roman likened the process to putting 
together IKEA furniture: “If you make one 
wrong move, you’ve got to take the whole 
thing apart and start over again.”

“It’s a time-intensive thing. … It’s a real 
grind, and a lot of fun. We’re working our 
way through it right now. We’re really look-
ing at this as a completely new beginning.” •

 RAVENS REPORT

Ravens Aim To Grow Offense 
Under Greg Roman
  Bo Smolka
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ow that the 2019 NFL Scouting Com-
bine is finished, here’s a look at my 
preliminary first-round mock draft 
for the 2019 NFL Draft. Below, you will 
find the needs for each team plus my 
projected pick.

1. ARIZONA CARDINALS
TEAM NEEDS: Interior DL, Edge, CB, WR, OL

PICK: Kyler Murray, QB, Oklahoma

2. SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS
TEAM NEEDS: Edge, CB, S, WR

PICK: Nick Bosa, Edge, Ohio State 

3. NEW YORK JETS
TEAM NEEDS: Edge, OL, WR

PICK: Josh Allen, Edge, Kentucky

4. OAKLAND RAIDERS
TEAM NEEDS: Edge, DB, WR, LB

PICK: Rashan Gary, Edge, Michigan

5. TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS
TEAM NEEDS: Interior DL, CB, OT

PICK: Quinnen Williams, Interior DL, Alabama

6. NEW YORK GIANTS
TEAM NEEDS: Edge, OL, CB

PICK: Brian Burns, Edge, Florida State

7. JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS
TEAM NEEDS: Edge, QB, TE

PICK: Dwayne Haskins, QB, Ohio State

8. DETROIT LIONS
TEAM NEEDS: Edge, CB, TE

PICK: Montez Sweat, Edge, Mississippi State

9. BUFFALO BILLS
TEAM NEEDS: Interior DL, Edge, WR, OL

PICK: D.K. Metcalf, WR, Ole Miss

10. DENVER BRONCOS
TEAM NEEDS: Interior DL, QB, CB, OT

PICK: Drew Lock, QB, Missouri

11. CINCINNATI BENGALS
TEAM NEEDS: LB, OL

PICK: Jawaan Taylor, OT, Florida

12. GREEN BAY PACKERS
TEAM NEEDS: Edge, Interior OL, TE, S

PICK: Cody Ford, OL, Oklahoma

13. MIAMI DOLPHINS
TEAM NEEDS: Edge, Interior OL, QB

PICK: Jonah Williams, OL, Alabama

14. ATLANTA FALCONS
TEAM NEEDS: Interior DL, Interior OL, Edge

PICK: Ed Oliver, DL, Houston

15. WASHINGTON REDSKINS
TEAM NEEDS: Interior OL, Edge, WR, QB, S

PICK: Daniel Jones, QB, Duke

16. CAROLINA PANTHERS
TEAM NEEDS: Edge, OL, S

PICK: Yodny Cajuste, OT, West Virginia

17. CLEVELAND BROWNS
TEAM NEEDS: Interior DL, CB, LB

PICK: Christian Wilkins, DL, Clemson

18. MINNESOTA VIKINGS
TEAM NEEDS: OL, LB

PICK: Chris Lindstrom, OG, Boston College

19. TENNESSEE TITANS
TEAM NEEDS: Edge, Interior OL, WR

PICK: Clelin Ferrell, Edge, Clemson

20. PITTSBURGH STEELERS
TEAM NEEDS: Edge, CB, LB

PICK: Devin White, LB, LSU

21. SEATTLE SEAHAWKS
TEAM NEEDS: Edge, CB, S

PICK: Greedy Williams, CB, LSU

22. BALTIMORE RAVENS
TEAM NEEDS: Interior OL, WR, S

PICK: Garrett Bradbury, C, NC State

23. HOUSTON TEXANS
TEAM NEEDS: OL, CB

PICK: Andre Dillard, OT, Washington State

24. OAKLAND RAIDERS
TEAM NEEDS: Edge, DB, WR, LB

PICK: Devin Bush Jr., LB. Michigan

25. PHILADELPHIA EAGLES
TEAM NEEDS: Interior DL, Edge, S

PICK: Nasir Adderley, S, Delaware

26. INDIANAPOLIS COLTS
TEAM NEEDS: Interior DL, WR, DB

PICK: N’Keal Harry, WR, Arizona State

27. OAKLAND RAIDERS
TEAM NEEDS: Edge, DB, WR, LB

PICK: Byron Murphy, CB, Washington

28. LOS ANGLES CHARGERS
TEAM NEEDS: Interior DL, OT, LB

PICK: Mack Wilson, LB, Alabama

29. KANSAS CITY CHIEFS
TEAM NEEDS: DB, LB

PICK: Deandre Baker, CB, Georgia

30. GREEN BAY PACKERS
TEAM NEEDS: Edge, Interior OL, TE, S

PICK: Dalton Risner, OL, Kansas Sate

31. LOS ANGELES RAMS
TEAM NEEDS: Edge, DB, LB

PICK: Chauncey Gardner-Johnson, S, Florida

32. NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS
TEAM NEEDS: Edge, Interior DL, WR, TE

PICK: T.J. Hockenson, TE, Iowa  •

2019 NFL Mock Draft
  Ken Zalis
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March is a month for saints. Well … 
Saint Patrick, anyway. But the Baltimore 
sports scene has seen its share of saints 
throughout the years. 

It would be impossible to recognize 
all of the Baltimore sports figures who 
have impacted the community by giving 
their time, spending their money or us-
ing their platform to inspire others. But 
we’ll recognize some who have stood out 
this month with 15 “Baltimore Sports 
Saints.” 

 

 NFL SAFETY KEION CARPENTER 
(WOODLAWN)
When Carpenter died in 2016 after a fall while 

on vacation, it was difficult to define just how profound 
a loss it was for the community. Carpenter touched 
countless lives in his hometown through his nonprofit 
organization The Carpenter House, which included pro-
grams like “For My Kidz” and “The Shutdown Acade-
my.” His commitment to Baltimore’s youth was nearly 
unmatched. 

BALTIMORE COLTS DEFENSIVE 
LINEMAN JOE EHRMANN
An author and in-demand motivational speak-

er since his playing days ended, Ehrmann has pushed to 
improve the lives of young men throughout the region 
and the country. His belief has been that sports should 
help produce better-rounded individuals instead of tox-
ic, winning-is-everything athletes who have a far more 
negative impact on the world in general. 

LOYOLA WOMEN’S LACROSSE 
COACH DIANE GEPPI-AIKENS 
(PARKVILLE)

Geppi-Aikens was diagnosed with brain cancer in 1995 
and spent the rest of her life very publicly battling the 
disease while still coaching her teams and inspiring the 
entire country. She made numerous national media ap-
pearances after being told in late 2002 that she only had 
months to live. She led the Greyhounds to the Final Four 
that season just weeks before she passed away. 

ORIOLES PITCHER AND BULLPEN 
COACH ELROD HENDRICKS
Perhaps no individual was a better personifi-

cation of what we wanted to believe “The Oriole Way” 
was than Hendricks. His affable demeanor came across 
whether he was tirelessly signing autographs at baseball 
games or making his many public appearances through-
out the community. Perhaps no sports figure’s popular-
ity has further exceeded his accomplishments on the 
field in our city’s history. 

ORIOLES OUTFIELDER ADAM 
JONES
Jones’ overwhelming popularity in our city had 

something to do with the incredible amount of money he 
raised for the Boys & Girls Clubs in Baltimore. Or with 
his willingness to help out kids by holding clinics with 
the James Mosher Little League and donating money to 
the Mamie Johnson Little League team in D.C. Or per-
haps it was just that in an era when athletes regularly 
disappear from the city where they make their money, 
he committed himself to an adopted hometown and en-
deared himself further on an almost daily basis. 

BOXING TRAINER MACK LEWIS
The legendary late “Mr. Mack” helped scores 
of Baltimore youth avoid what could otherwise 

have been particularly difficult paths by teaching them 
the “sweet science.” He was a larger-than-life figure in 
our city -- he even appeared on “The Wire” as himself 
-- who constantly stressed that it was more important 
for his pupils to be good people than world champions.  

NFL LINEBACKER AARON MAYBIN 
(MOUNT HEBRON)
Maybin has already reached sainthood in our 

eyes at a very young age because of tireless work to bet-
ter the reality for Baltimore City school kids. Now an art-
ist and a teacher after his playing days came to a disap-
pointing end, Maybin has not only worked as an activist 
for improving the schools, he has given children hope 
through art. 

RAVENS OWNER ART MODELL 
AND WIFE PAT MODELL
Yes, this one won’t sit well with your friends 

from Cleveland. But after bringing the NFL back to our 
city, the Modells strengthened their commitment to 
Baltimore by becoming heroic champions for various 
charities and institutions. Modell and his wife Pat do-
nated tens of millions of dollars to the Kennedy Krieger 
Institute, Johns Hopkins Hospital, the House of Ruth, 
St. Vincent de Paul, the Baltimore Museum of Art, the 
SEED School and the Lyric Opera House -- just to name 
a few. 

COLTS RUNNING BACK LENNY 
MOORE
Just about everyone in Baltimore has their 

own Lenny Moore story. Much like the late Hendricks, 
the Hall of Famer has maintained a nearly ubiquitous 

presence in the area. Moore has been ever gracious with 
his time, willingly taking pictures with and hugging foot-
ball fans of all ages. He also established the Leslie Moore 
Foundation Scholarship in Baltimore City schools to 
honor his late son. 

ORIOLES THIRD BASEMAN 
BROOKS ROBINSON
Those first three sentences we used to de-

scribe Moore? Yeah, you can repeat them all here. “Mr. 
Oriole” has been an effervescent champion for our city, 
even going as far as to auction off almost all of his base-
ball memorabilia a few years ago to benefit his Con-
stance & Brooks Robinson Charitable Foundation. 

TENNIS LEGEND PAM SHRIVER 
(MCDONOGH)
A 22-time grand slam winner as a doubles play-

er, the Baltimore native remained extremely committed 
to her hometown after her Hall of Fame career. Shriver 
held 25 years of charity tennis events, many of which 
were exhibitions featuring the sport’s biggest stars and 
local athletes at the building now known as Royal Farms 
Arena. Currently an analyst for ESPN, she raised more 
than $4 million for local charities like the Cystic Fibrosis 
Foundation and the Baltimore Community Foundation. 

RAVENS WIDE RECEIVER TORREY 
SMITH (MARYLAND)
As he pointed out in a recent PressBox inter-

view, when he plays his first game of the 2019 season, 
Smith will have officially played more games away from 
Baltimore than he did with the Ravens. Yet Smith’s 
commitment to the city remains rock solid. (He even 
says his family will settle down here when his playing 
days are over.) This year’s eighth annual Torrey Smith 
Family Fund Charity Basketball Game at Royal Farms 
Arena is just another example of his undeterred com-
mitment to Baltimore.

RAVENS KICKER MATT STOVER
The two-time All-Pro is so synonymous with 
philanthropy that it’s actually the center of 

his post-playing career. He founded the Players’ Philan-
thropy Fund in 2010 to help other athletes manage their 
own charitable giving. Stover has remained a highly vis-
ible presence at community events. 

BALTIMORE BULLETS CENTER 
WES UNSELD
Unseld’s post-playing days brought him back 

to Baltimore, where his Hall of Fame career began. For 
40 years, Unseld and his family have helped educate and 
guide generations of the city’s children though Unselds’ 
School in southwest Baltimore. And as PressBox’s own Jim 
Henneman once said, “When it comes to character, Wes Un-
seld’s the closest I’ve ever known to Brooks Robinson.”

 
DUNBAR AND MARYLAND BAS-
KETBALL COACH BOB WADE (MOR-
GAN STATE/DUNBAR)

His tenure in College Park, Md., did not go the way fans 
had hoped, but it changes nothing about the legacy of 
the local coaching icon. Known as a “father figure” for 
young men during his coaching days, Wade’s impact was 
evident in ESPN’s “Baltimore Boys” documentary about 
his incredible Dunbar teams in the 1980s. But even after 
his coaching days, Wade served as Baltimore City Public 
School System coordinator of athletics before retiring in 
2015. He earned praise for the strides he made in gender 
equality within the system.  •
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PressBox publisher Stan “The Fan” 
Charles sat down with Orioles executive 
vice president and general manager Mike 
Elias to discuss Elias’ path to Baltimore, 
an all-too-short offseas on in his new 
job and the challenges of building a 
sustainable winner through scouting and 
analytics. 

The following interview has been edited for clarity and content. 

Stan Charles: Did you always want a career in 
baseball?
Mike Elias: Not really. It developed while I was [at 
Yale], the desire to work in the game. Number one is I 
hurt my arm, which basically ruined what were already 
pretty slim chances to play professionally. And then 
“Moneyball,” the book, came out in 2003 right about 
the time I got injured, and it was very eye-opening that 
somebody like me would have a chance to work for a 
major league team, which was not a well-known thing 
at that time.

SC: When did you first become interested in scouting 
in particular? Was it through reading “Moneyball?”
ME: Well, I thought I would be good at it, just feeling I 

IT FEELS 
LIKE WE'RE 

CHANGING THE TIRE 
ON A CAR THAT'S 
GOING 60 MILES AN 
HOUR RIGHT NOW.”

— MIKE ELIAS 
ORIOLES EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT  

AND GENERAL MANAGER
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had a good baseball eye and watching a lot of players 
over the years as a pitcher and then in the dugout when 
I wasn’t pitching and watching other games. I always 
liked watching games and watching players and sizing 
them up. But also, I realized the changes in the sport 
that were happening at that time, there would be a big 
opportunity for somebody like me to go into scouting. 
There were a lot of people with my profile going into 
front offices, but there weren’t a lot going into scouting 
departments at that time, so I figured I would be a little 
unique in that regard and it would be a very unique 
experience.

SC: Who were some of the big influences you had in 
learning the art of scouting?
ME: It’s hard to name them all. The Cardinals, who I 
started with, had an amazing scouting department 
and a scouting tradition that went back decades. Dan 
Kantrovitz, who was the assistant scouting director at the 
time, hired me. He’s now the assistant general manager 
with the Oakland A’s. [He] was a huge influence, as was 
Jeff [Luhnow], who was the scouting director at the time. 
Many of the Cardinals’ crosscheckers -- Roger Smith, 
Joe Almaraz, Mike Roberts, Joe Rigoli -- they taught me 
everything about how to do the job.

SC: If someone had told your younger self that you’d 
become a major league general manager at the age 
of 35, what would you have said back then?
ME: I never thought about it. My goal was to become a 
scouting director. I did that at a young age and never 
really set my sights on the general manager’s position. I 
think that I decided what I wanted to do early, and I did it 
and I picked a unique path that educated me very well. 
I’m not totally surprised because that was the case, but I 
never would’ve envisioned this, nor did I plan toward this.

SC: During your conversations with John and Louis 
Angelos, what impressed you about them and made 
this job and this opportunity attractive to you?
ME: They’re both very smart. They expressed the desire 
to want to take a fresh look at things, recognizing what 
needed to be done in order to bring the organization 
back to where we want it to be. I felt I had a very easy 
back and forth with them, which is important because 
we’re going to be interfacing a lot between the general 
manager’s office and the owner’s box.

SC: Did the topic of you having a free hand, relatively 
speaking, did that come up? Was that important to 
you to know that when it came to baseball decisions, 
you had some autonomy, understanding that 
ownership plays a role in this?
ME: It’s more about the correct role of both parties. I don’t 
think there’s any general manager that can bankrupt the 
team if he feels like running out and signing $300 million 
worth of players. But you also don’t want things foisted 
on the general manager from the owner’s box. So we 
had discussions along those lines. It was normal stuff. 
Obviously, I wouldn’t have taken the leap from where I 
was to come here if I didn’t feel comfortable with what 
we discussed.

SC: How different is it being the guy where the buck 
stops at you?
ME: Well, I’m used to the authority because Jeff gave 
me a lot of independence in running the scouting 
departments and the player development departments 
in Houston. What’s really different in the general 

manager’s position is there’s just huge demands on your 
time from every angle. That part of it -- and the public 
facing aspect of it -- is so demanding that it provides an 
extra challenge.

SC: What is your regimen on a given day?
ME: I wish there was a regimen. It feels like we’re 
changing the tire on a car that’s going 60 miles an hour 
right now just because there’s so much work around 
the organization, but we have the normal day-to-day 
functions of an offseason for a baseball team: dealing 
with roster management, hiring coaches and staff 
has become very time consuming this day and age, 
and then we’re simultaneously building an analytics 
department and international scouting departments. I 
really couldn’t imagine having a fuller plate. The day’s 
very busy. It gets interrupted quite a bit by incoming 
traffic: calls, texts. People expect you to be open for 
business, so I just do the best I can managing my time 
and get up early and stay up late.

SC: The analytics that have entered the game so 
much, when did you first really get an appreciation for 
them? Would you refer to yourself as an appreciator 
of analytics or a deep diver into analytics?
ME: That’s a good question. I feel like I’m an appreciator 
but one who has a deep conceptual knowledge of 
analytics to where I know what we need to do without 
knowing how exactly to do the work involved in that. 
That’s why we have [assistant general manager Sig 
Mejdal] here. When I first started in St. Louis, analytics 
just basically consisted of a player’s performance stats. 
Now, it is all kinds of stuff derived from cameras and 
technology and radar devices. It’s exploded because of 
the advent of technology that’s really happened in the 
last five years.

SC: Your first interactions with Mejdal, did some of 
what he does sort of impress you tremendously?
ME: My first interaction with Sig was in St. Louis when I 
first started. He was there as well. Actually, he’s the one 
person that I’ve not stopped working with since I started 
in baseball. This is probably our 12th or 13th season 
together, about to be the 13th. His approach to the 
game overall has been amongst the bigger influences 
I’ve had. 

SC: In the book “Astroball,” Jeff Luhnow admits that 
while he appreciated what Mejdal was doing, he had 
to be sensitive to the scouts. Do you still have to be 
as sensitive as he felt he had to be?

ME: Certainly the newness of that information has gone 
away with scouts today, so there’s a little less massaging 
that needs to be done on that front. They understand that 
this is part of things, they understand that it works. Back 
then, it wasn’t proven yet that using college statistics 
aggressively would work very well in the draft. But also, 
you get so much valuable information from your scouts. 
They do so much hard work, so much travel, so much 
passion that goes into it for not a ton of money sometimes. 
You do want to keep them inspired, and there’s so much 
of an important aspect of the information that [scouts 
are] providing you that you’d be foolish to ignore it when 
they’re being very passionate about something. So he 
struck a very good balance, and we’ve done the same 
thing.

SC: The Orioles have never dedicated many 
resources to international scouting. You clearly have 
a very different view of that. Can you talk a little bit 
about that and what international scouting director 
Koby Perez can mean to that effort? 
ME: You have to go all in. It’s a market that basically 
produces one-third of the major league talent now, so 
to ignore it is not an option. You’re just putting yourself 
at a huge disadvantage if you do that. It’s a market that 
has gotten more efficient, safer, less rife with corruption 
… because [of] a lot of the effort that Major League 
Baseball has done over the last few years, a lot more 
involvement from American scouts and a lot more 
video and drug testing and things like that and better 
development. It’s a different market than it was 20 years 
ago. We’re jumping in. It was very important for me to 
find a proven, respected international scouting director, 
and I was very lucky that I was able to do so with Koby. 
He’s done a great job with the Indians and Phillies.

SC: Three, four years from now, what will a Mike 
Elias international scouting operation look like? Will 
there be an academy? Will there be enough scouts, 
and how many will that be?

ME: There will be enough. I don’t know the exact 
number, and the reason for that is the business is 
changing a little bit. There’s more showcases. You can 
bring the kids to your academy a little earlier. We may 
have a draft by the end of the next CBA. That will affect 
the size and shape of our staff. The good news for us 
is because we’re starting almost from scratch, we can 
build out carefully and in response to the regulatory 
environment rather than having to readjust something 
that’s been in place for a long time. But we’ll have a very 
robust, vibrant international scouting operation 
and international development program.
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SC: What impressed you most about Brandon Hyde 
to be at the front end of this thing on the field?
ME: I think that he has a perfect resume for being on the 
front end but also the back end of this thing because he 
has had a tremendous player development experience 
-- really any job you can name. He has a lot of major 
league coaching experience, and he’s gone through 
both of those positions in a rebuilding phase but also 
when he’s on a championship-caliber team, advising 
[Chicago Cubs manager] Joe Maddon on day-to-day 
moves. On top of all of that, I just felt like I clicked with 
him. That’s very important because it’s a close working 
relationship and there’s a lot of difficult decisions that 
we need to be on the same page with.

SC: Having done a rebuild in Houston, would you 
say the condition of the Oriole franchise is very 
similar or do you think there’s actually more talent in 
the system than what Houston had when you guys 
took over?
ME: It’s a tough thing to answer because in terms of 
public rankings, our overall farm system rankings right 
now -- like if you look at Baseball America or something 
-- they’re a little bit better than what the Astros were in 
2011, 2012, and we have more highly ranked individual 
prospects, and I feel really good about a lot of our 
individual prospects. But you look back at the Houston 
Astros’ system at that time and Dallas Keuchel was 
hidden in there and Jose Altuve, you weren’t sure what 
he was at that point in time. And they had just drafted 
George Springer. We can only hope that we’ve got some 
hidden gems like that. We won’t know until we find out. 
There is stuff to work with, for sure.

SC: What part does sustainability play in your 
message to the Orioles fans here?

ME: Well, that’s the big payoff. We want a golden era of baseball 
here. It’s no secret that our division is economically 
challenging, and to scrape together a bunch of money 
and try to sign a bunch of free agents that’ll work 
together well for a year -- first of all, it doesn’t work most 
of the time, and second of all, it’s not something that 
will be worth the payoff and it’ll leave our organization 
in a worse spot than where we entered it. So this is the 
approach that we need to take, not just for a term of 
time, but indefinitely. We want to have a pipeline of 
talent that feeds the major league roster.

SC: In Houston, the Astros lost more than 100 games 
the year before you got there and the first two years 
you were there. Do you think the losing is almost 
necessary to get good again?

ME: It’s very difficult to go through. I’m hoping that we 
can avoid it, but our sights will remain on doing the 
right thing for getting this team to a playoff level, to a 
championship level of play and developing our internal 
prospects at the right pace and the right way rather than 
rushing them. So we’re just going to have to see what 
happens.

SC: With the level of major league-ready talent in the 
organization right now -- you’re a young club going 
in -- is there a temptation to bring up players perhaps 
before they’re really ready, and is that dangerous to 
do to their growth?

ME: I think there can be. We’ve got to be careful 
because we need to refocus our decisions on making 
the best developmental decision for each individual 
player rather than, especially this year and in the near 

term, worrying about some desperate need at the major 
league level at the expense of a prospect’s promotion. 
So we’re going to be more careful about that. If it involves 
bringing somebody in or a minor league free agent to 
protect us for a little while until our internal options are 
ready, we’ll do that in lieu of destroying value with our 
own prospects.

SC: How soon do you really know if you’ve got 
somebody who really is going to be a solid, everyday 
contributor for the long term?
ME: In this day and age, we have so much information 
on these players when they come up through the minor 
leagues and we have objective information about 
them and we know theoretically what a performance at 
Triple-A from a 23-year-old, how that should translate to 
the major league level. We have all this information, and 
it still seems to me in this day and age that you never 
know until they come to the major league level and get 
those couple hundred plate appearances or hundred 
something innings, you just don’t know how things 
are going to go. Despite all the advances we’ve made 
in player development, there is something uniquely 
challenging about major league play. You’ve got to get 
guys here under the lights and give them some time to 
sink or swim.

SC: Two of the big prospects a year ago were Chance 
Sisco and Austin Hays. Does the organization still 
have faith that these guys may turn into significant 
assets?
ME: Oh, sure. With Sisco, you look at what he’s done. 
He moved up the system very young and hit very well 
and got to the major league level at a very young age. 
From what I’m told and what I understand and my own 
history with him prior to coming to Baltimore is the bat 
was a little more advanced than the glove. So we’re 
going to be working on his defense. Whether that takes 
place at the major league level or Triple-A, we’ll see. 
He’s a young guy with a good stick, especially for a 
catcher, and we’ve got a new catching instructor on our 

major league staff who we’re hopeful can help him. With 
Austin, he’s another guy that moved exceptionally fast. 
I think he may have been the first position player from 
his draft class to reach the major league level, and he 
had an injury-plagued season last year. He had ankle 
surgery, he’s feeling better. I think that in and of itself will 
get him back to his 2017 form, we’re hoping, but he’s a 
big part of our future if we can get him right.

SC: Clearly, this a pretty important year coming up 
for Chris Davis. The organization has a lot of eggs in 
that basket. Do you feel that you can help a guy like 
Chris Davis get back to what he was?
ME: I think we can help any player. It’s going to take 
us some time to get those type of capabilities built out. 
It requires some technological investment and some 
software and some video systems and the right coaches 
and some education of the coaches. But I think we can 
help everyone in our organization. The tricky part is other 
teams are doing this, too, and it’s a bit of an arms race. 
We’ve got a ways to go here, but we’re going to bring the 
best ideas and knowledge out, and we’ll get there.

SC: The Orioles have been in several World Series 
and have won three world championships. Is there 
value to what this organization once was even though 
it hasn’t had its glory days in the past 20 years? 
Does that name and legacy still mean something?
ME: Oh, sure, especially with regard to individual 
players who were a part of those teams. So many of 
them are around the organization still, and we can tap 
into them. There are so many Hall of Famers here. It 
brings an aura to the organization that newer clubs or 
less accomplished clubs don’t have, and I also think 
that Baltimore has proven itself and this ballpark has 
proven itself to be a market and a venue and a city that’s 
capable of supporting that type of team. So we know 
that’s already the case. 

– photography – 
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hroughout his 19-year career, Jim Palm-
er took the ball six times for the Balti-
more Orioles on Opening Day, tied with 
fellow Hall of Famer Mike Mussina for 
the most in franchise history. 

One game that particularly stands 
out is a 1-0 victory against the Detroit 

Tigers April 10, 1975. Palmer threw a complete game, out-
dueling right-hander Joe Coleman, and the Orioles wound 
up finishing the season 90-69, 4.5 games behind the Boston 
Red Sox in the American League East. 

Two years later, Palmer pitched 10 innings in a 2-1 loss 
to the Texas Rangers. Rookie center fielder Larry Harlow 
misjudged a fly ball that led to the winning run. It was the 
only Opening Day start that Palmer lost. Amazingly, that 

game lasted just two hours and 34 minutes. 
But those memories last a lifetime. 
“Opening Day is the harbinger of spring. Everything 

starts over again,” Palmer said. “It’s an exciting time. You 
want to get off on the right foot.” 

Other players have different recollections of the festive 
day. 

As Mike Bordick was about to traverse the orange car-
pet at Camden Yards during introductions for Opening 
Day in 1997, one ominous thought crossed his mind: don’t 
trip. 

Bordick flawlessly navigated the long stretch of rug and 
secured his place in a lineup that finished 98-64, becoming 
the sixth club in MLB history to win the division by going 
wire-to-wire. 

“Running down that orange carpet was an incredible 
feeling,” Bordick said. “It’s like a dream. There’s this in-
credible amount of anxiety because it’s Opening Day. You 
put all that time into spring training, and then boom, there 
is this huge amount of hoopla. That year, in my mind, I 
thought this was going to be the best team in baseball. 
Opening Day is one of the best days in all of sports.”

Following last season’s 47-115 finish, the Orioles over-
hauled the franchise, hiring a new general manager in 
Mike Elias and a new manager in Brandon Hyde. 

The team took a progressive approach with the addi-
tion of Sig Mejdal to head the analytics department. The 
commitment to analytics and international scouting -- 
areas where the Orioles have lagged behind other clubs in 
recent years -- have provided some long-term optimism for 
the franchise. 

Bordick has been impressed by the positive attitude of 
the new coaching staff throughout spring training. 

“There is just a ton of optimism,” said Bordick, who’s 
entering his eighth season as an analyst on MASN and 
doubles as an instructor in the organization. “This team 
needed that mental adjustment to get out of that rut.” 

Ben McDonald, selected by the Orioles as the No. 1 
overall pick in the 1989 MLB Draft, fondly remembers the 
first game at Camden Yards April 6, 1992. On that day, 
McDonald watched from the dugout as Rick Sutcliffe was 
masterful, throwing nine innings in a 2-0 victory against 

the Cleveland Indians. 
“I didn’t pitch, so I wasn’t in that so-called zone,” 

McDonald said. “I loved pitching at old Memorial [Sta-
dium] because it was more of a pitcher’s ballpark than 
Camden Yards. But when you got to sit back and watch 
Sutcliffe open it all up against the Cleveland Indians in a 
new ballpark and throw a shutout, and a couple of days 
later I throw a shutout too, that really stands out in my 
mind.”

While the Orioles likely won’t be competitive this sea-
son, McDonald got a sense of the excitement surrounding 
the team at spring training in Sarasota, Fla. He said the 
new coaching staff and the competition among the young-
er players for roster spots has brought a new energy to the 
clubhouse. 

“I love what Mike Elias is doing,” said McDonald, who’s 
entering his fourth year as analyst on the Orioles Radio 
Network. “Brandon Hyde is very positive in his approach. 
They are trying to evaluate as much talent as they can. 
Years ago in spring training, there was only a handful of 
spots available on the 25-man roster. That’s not the case 
this year. If you’re a young guy, you couldn’t ask for a bet-
ter situation.” 

Former catcher Rick Dempsey spent parts of 12 sea-
sons in Baltimore. He was a member of the franchise’s last 

World Series championship team in 1983, which had a he-
ro’s welcome in the opener the following year. 

From parachutists to jets flying over the stadium, the 
first day of baseball is always a spectacle. 

“Opening Day in Baltimore has to be the best in base-
ball,” Dempsey said. “The festivities to this day are still the 
best I’ve ever seen. They really go all out, and that’s why 
every fan in Baltimore wants an Opening Day ticket. It’s 
a lot of fun. Baltimore is a special place on Opening Day.”

The Orioles were mostly competitive throughout the 
1980s until the mid-1990s, and that created even more ex-
citement for the fans who were anticipating the beginning 
of another successful season. This season, that anticipa-
tion will focus mostly on how some of the team’s younger 
players develop deep into the season.

“When I made the ballclub in 1965, nobody knew I would 
eventually be headed to the Hall of Fame,” said Palmer, a 
longtime television analyst for the Orioles. “I was just a 
young guy who could throw in the upper 90s. I had a curve-
ball but not much of a changeup. No slider yet. But I got 
the opportunity. That’s what 2019 is. It’s an opportunity to 
see if these guys can perform at the big league level.”

The Orioles’ new emphasis on using analytics reminds 
Dempsey of his days with the club under manager Earl 
Weaver.

“I like the analytics of the game and the things they 
come up with,” said Dempsey, an analyst on MASN’s “O’s 
Xtra” pre- and postgame show. “The difference in my day 
was that was Earl Weaver’s approach. If a certain hitter 
had success against the fastball, then he advised us to stay 
away from that at critical points of the game. We had a 

pretty analytical approach to winning. Instead of a com-
puter telling us what to do, we had Earl Weaver.”  

Dave Johnson pitched for the Orioles from 1989-1991. He 
was part of the last team to play at Memorial Stadium. 
Johnson pitched the home opener in 1990, picking up the 
win in a 4-2 victory against the Tigers. 

Johnson has watched the spectacle of Opening Day 
evolve throughout the years. 

“In my two Opening Days in ’90 and ’91, one I was pitch-
ing and one I was not, they didn’t do the celebration and 
running down the carpet and all of that stuff they do now,” 
Johnson said. “It was a little more subdued back then. It’s 
more of an event now. No question about that.” 

Johnson said the club is moving in the right direction 
under Elias. However, he was quick to point out that even 
with an emphasis on analytics, the players still have to per-
form.

“In the end, you still need good players to use the an-
alytics,” said Johnson, an analyst for the Orioles Radio 
Network. “The Orioles are saying we need to include every 
possible thing we can to be better. But it still comes down 
to having good talent.” •
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Opening Day Memories Last 
A Lifetime For Former Orioles
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n an era that seems dominated and 
obsessed by technology and analyt-
ics, there is evidence to suggest base-
ball has become a victim of one and 
captive of the other. And at the very 
least, there is an indirect connection 
between the two.

Given what the NFL went through during the most 
recent playoffs, baseball is hardly the lone ranger when 
it comes to the technology issue. But the reality of the 
matter is that technology is so good that it’s having a 
major impact, not only on the pace of play but also on 
the game itself.

Replay has become the bane of all sports -- college 
basketball in particular has become almost unwatch-
able with the incessant amount of reviews -- basically 
because the technology has become too good for its 
own good. The idea in baseball is to avoid obvious mis-
takes that could alter the outcome of the game, not to 
review every bang-bang play, which the spacing of the 
game provides so beautifully many times during the 
course of a nine-inning game.

The game shouldn’t have to stop because a camera 
is sophisticated enough to catch the act of a finger or a 
foot losing contact with a base for the amount of time it 
takes to blink an eye. If it takes longer than 15 seconds 
to determine the outcome, the evidence isn’t irrefut-
able, so why should it be challengeable?

The system would be better served if baseball re-
verted to its old rules, banning access to information 
provided by electronic equipment. In other words, do 
away with the “replay coach” and require all challenges 
to be made the same way they are on the field -- with 
the naked eye, not a slow-motion replay. 

Cameras have become an important tool when it 
comes to strategy and correcting obvious mistakes, but 
when they take away the human element the game los-

es an integral factor. Commissioner Rob Manfred has 
made no secret of the fact that pace of play and length 
of game are the two most vital items on his bucket list, 
so here’s a suggestion free of charge: eliminate any elec-
tronic assistance in challenging calls on the field, forc-
ing teams to make their challenges the same way um-
pires make the calls, based on what they see.

One positive thing the replay system has done is 
eliminate those long, drawn-out protests on the field, 
many of which were followed by somebody’s ejection, 

which only complicated matters. Remember all those 
arguments Earl Weaver didn’t win? Well, believe me, he 
was wrong well more than half the time, and 75 percent 
might even be a low number.

But the real problem now is we can come up with 
video evidence to show when a mistake was made. That 

is all well and good, but why not make the challengers 
lodge their protests the same way they are made on the 
field -- in real time. In other words, if it’s too close to 
call, it’s too close to challenge and let’s just play ball.

So, you wonder, what does that have to do with ana-
lytics? And the answer, of course, is nothing. But that’s 
not to say that cameras aren’t involved, because in fact 
they seem to be involved with just about everything in 
baseball these days.

Years ago law enforcement officials discovered they 
could count the freckles on your face with a camera cap-
turing the speed of your car -- running at 60 mph. It’s 
taken a while, but baseball most definitely has caught 
up with that kind of technology, with cameras that can 
reveal the number of times a baseball spins from a dis-
tance of 60 feet, 6 inches while traveling 80-100 mph.

And, of course, it’s the use of cameras that record 
the direction of every ball that comes off a bat, which of 
course dictates the defensive strategy, which eventually 
led all 30 major league teams to use the dreaded shift, 
which in turn has led to a disproportionate number of 
home runs and strikeouts. The frustration of not being 
able to hit the ball through defenses that are aligned to 
a player’s individual past performances has led hitters 
to attempt to compensate by going over the shift.

Which, of course, has led hitters to adopt launch 
angles of varying degrees, which in turn has led to an 
alarming increase in strikeouts (baseball had more 
strikeouts than hits last year). In years past, a pitcher 
giving up a home run would explain that he “just got 
one up a little,” but now, with the advent of hitters us-
ing uppercut swings, analytics suggest the best way to 
a strikeout, and success, is to throw to the upper por-
tion of the strike zone, a theory unheard of as recently 
as 10 years ago.

The shift has had such a dramatic effect on the game 
that there are many, mostly left-handed hitters, who 
would like to see it outlawed. And many of those run-
ning the game tend to agree -- and that’s not even the 
most alarming possibility.

Some of the other suggestions to “fix” the game’s 
lagging offensive numbers include lowering the mound 
(again) from its current 10-inch height -- and even a 
more dramatic thought of moving the pitcher’s mound 
back from its longtime traditional 60 feet, 6 inches.

Technology is a wonderful thing, but if discussions 
about tweaking the game’s dimensions get serious, it 
might be time to wonder if too good isn’t too much. •

Jim Henneman can be reached at 
JimH@pressboxonline.com
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hen Christian Daniel was thrust into the 
starting lineup as a freshman for the 
Navy men’s lacrosse team last year, team-
mate Greyson Torain remembered the 
challenges of being in that same position.

Torain had started all 16 games his 
first year (2016) and used that experi-

ence to provide some advice to Daniel. 
That mentorship has paid dividends.
Daniel has emerged as the Midshipmen’s most dan-

gerous attackman and leads the team in scoring as a 
sophomore. Torain, now a senior, commands the midfield 
and has become a vocal leader.

As a result, the Midshipmen have the potential to 
make a deep run in the Patriot League and NCAA tour-
naments.   

“I try my best to mentor the young guys,” Torain said. 
“Honestly, a lot of our young guys don’t need too much 
mentoring. Christian is a perfect example. He’s been suc-
cessful on and off the field since he stepped on campus 
here. 

“Christian and I have developed a nice chemistry up 
to this point. I know when I’m dodging that Christian is 
going to find space and be open. I also have learned what 
Christian’s strengths are and try my best to create oppor-
tunities that allow him to use his strengths.” 

Torain, a two-time Tewaaraton Award Watch List 
member, and Daniel hail from area schools. Torain, a 
native of Glen Burnie, Md., was a Washington Catholic 
Athletic Conference Player of the Year at DeMatha, while 
Daniel was a three-time All-American at Northern High 
School in Owings, Md.

Both players have lived up to the lofty expectations 
surrounding them. 

In this year’s Patriot League opener against Buck-
nell March 2, Daniel had four goals and three assists, 
while Torain scored three times and also had an assist 

in a 14-8 victory.
After a successful freshman season during which he 

started 12 games and had a goal or an assist in each of 
Navy’s 13 contests, Daniel focused on getting even better 
in the offseason. His stick work has improved, and he has 
been more effective getting his shots on goal. 

“I think a big part was my confidence,” Daniel said. 
“I was going to be the only returning starting attackman 
and knew that it would be important for me to be con-
fident to lead the other guys who came in to fill the two 
gaps -- guys who have done a great job so far this season 
-- and also to be confident in order to make a bigger im-
pact on the offense this year. 

“A more tangible thing I wanted to improve would be 
my dodging, whether it be varying moves, being quicker, 
keeping my head up looking for guys inside, or getting 
more comfortable with my right hand.”

Torain was a first-team All-Patriot League selection 
in 2017 and 2018. This year, he understands many of the 
younger players look up to him for leadership, and he has 
embraced that role.  

“As a co-captain and a senior, my role has changed a 
lot,” Torain said. “I’ve had to become more vocal in my 
leadership. As a younger guy, I attempted to show leader-
ship through my play and action only. I’ve learned that 
there are times when vocal leadership is very effective 
and necessary. 

“Being a senior is also different because it becomes a 
lot less about yourself and it becomes a lot more about 
others. The seniors and I are always attempting to make 
sure the younger guys are taken care of.” 

Daniel is one of the players thriving with Torain on 
the field. Torain is able to break down defensemen, which 
helps get his teammates open. The key for the players 
around Torain is to move effectively off the ball, accord-
ing to Daniel. 

However, the bond between the players extends be-
yond the lacrosse fields. 

“Obviously I haven’t been a part of another college la-

crosse program, but I feel that a unique facet of service 
academy sports teams is the camaraderie between class-
es,” Daniel said. “Lacrosse is definitely the foundation of 
our friendship, but we both, along with other guys on the 
team, attend Fellowship of Christian Athletes meetings 
and go to team Bible studies together. Plus it doesn’t hurt 
that we’re both Marylanders who like to listen to R&B.”

Daniel and Torain attended the Naval Academy Prep 
School before coming to Annapolis, Md. They agree that 
experience was crucial for their development. Torain said 
he was able to get bigger, faster and stronger throughout 
his time at NAPS. He also said the school also had a small 
lacrosse team that allowed for a “lot of experimentation 
and development on the lacrosse side of things.” 

“Once I got to the Academy, I give a lot of credit to my 
coaches and teammates for pushing me to get better each 
and every day,” said Torain, who was also recruited by 
Duke, Maryland, Towson and UMBC.

The Naval Academy was always on Daniel’s radar as 
he developed as a player. He was also highly recruited 
but was confident the nautical service academy was the 
best fit.  

“Growing up around Annapolis had a tremendous in-
fluence on me along with other factors,” Daniel said. “I 
remember in 2005 my father and I attended the NCAA 
championship weekend at Navy-Marine Corps Memorial 
Stadium, which left a lasting impact on me. 

“Aside from lacrosse and seeing the sharp-looking 
white uniforms of the midshipmen, I was inspired to at-
tend after seeing the opportunities the Naval Academy 
affords its graduates to develop their leadership and put 
it to the test every day. More specific to lacrosse, I saw 
the camaraderie between all of the guys on the team and 
wanted to be a part of that.”

The duo of Torain and Daniel will continue to pose 
matchup problems for opponents this season. Torain 
has been one of the program’s most consistent players 
throughout the last four years, and now, he has another 
offensive weapon at his disposal in Daniel. 

“We all know what Christian is capable of doing,” Navy 
coach Rick Sowell said. “In all honesty, it sort of snuck up 
on me. He puts the ball on net, but he also is a pretty good 
feeder. I think he’s blossoming into an all-around attack-
man and one of the better ones out there in our sport.” •

    LACROSSE  REPORT

Local Duo Of Christian Daniel, Greyson 
Torain Powering Navy Men’s Lacrosse
 Todd Karpovich
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auren McDonald, an attacker on the 
UMBC women’s lacrosse team, is a 
budding expert in environmental sci-
ence. She understands the factors that 
come into play in different environ-
ments to allow life to thrive.

And McDonald herself is thriving 
in her longtime environment of Catonsville, Md. The 
leading scorer on what looks like another solid Retriev-
ers team, McDonald had 11 goals through the first six 
matches of the season and is part of a nine-member 
senior class who all have local roots.

“Having great teammates is No. 1,” McDonald said. 
“Having teammates that help get me open, that get me 
the ball, it makes me look good. It starts with the draw, 
too. If we don’t have the ball, we can’t score goals. Our 
defense making stops, it’s all those pieces.”

McDonald is modest. She’s ninth all time in program 
history with 124 goals as of March 12, and she set the 
UMBC single-season scoring record with 62 tallies in 
2017. The 5-foot-6 McDonald is most of all a competitor, 
a trait that also shows up in the classroom. McDonald 
graduated in three years with a bachelor’s degree in 
environmental science and is now a graduate student 
at UMBC. She has been a fixture on the America East 
All-Academic Team and works part time at Versar, an 
environmental consulting company in Columbia, Md., 
when her schedule allows. 

It’s a full plate, but McDonald is used to challenging 
herself. She took so many advanced placement cours-
es at Catonsville High School she came to UMBC as a 
sophomore academically. Her athletic career has been 
on a fast track, too, though there was a glitch when she 
injured her knee as a sophomore in high school.

“I tore my ACL right in an important part of the re-
cruiting process,” she recalled. “I made it back halfway 
through lacrosse [season].”

So as many colleges were making decisions about 
which players to pursue, McDonald missed a lot of 
time and many schools may have missed out, too. Not 
UMBC, though.

Head coach Amy Slade took advantage of her prox-
imity to keep tabs on McDonald, and kept recruiting 
even when others weren’t willing to take a chance. 

“That was one of my first [recruiting] classes,” Slade 
said. “When we offered we didn’t know exactly what we 
were getting, though we knew she was really good. We 
just wanted to see her in action, and she more than 
lived up to expectations.”

In an odd twist, she lived farther away from cam-
pus as an off-campus college student than she did when 
she was growing up nearby. She fought the temptation 
to go home too much, though her father’s taco dinners 
were often a major draw for her and her teammates.

“I was looking for a good fit academically, and I 
wanted to pick a school not just for lacrosse or the 
coaches but for the school,” McDonald said.

It turns out, though, that Slade has been the perfect 
coach for McDonald to maximize her collegiate journey. 
McDonald’s schedule doesn’t always sync up to college 
athletics, but Slade has been her biggest academic ad-
vocate. 

“I have a great relationship with Coach Slade,” Mc-
Donald said. “She has allowed me to practice when it 
works with my classes. School comes first.”

Slade said she’s not sure McDonald has ever had 
below a 3.9 GPA. And while graduate school in such a 
demanding major can be tough, McDonald has back-
loaded her thesis work to when her playing career is 
over next school year. 

She has mapped out a path, much like she does on 
her daring forays to the goal. At Catonsville High, Mc-
Donald excelled in math and science and had grown up 
loving the outdoors, so she found a passion pursuing 
environmental engineering. 

“My dad is a big nature guy so I’ve always been 
around it and always enjoyed it,” she said. “And once I 
started taking classes [at UMBC], there was no going 
back.”

McDonald found she enjoyed the science side more 
than the engineering, drawn to the analytics and the 
chance to positively impact her world. 

“Right now I’m in the private side of environmental 
consulting, but I think one day I’d like to work for [the 
Department of Natural Resources] or Maryland De-
partment of the Environment,” she said. “I really enjoy 
stream restoration and getting involved in watershed 
science. I’m learning each and every day what I like and 
what I want to do.”

McDonald had an outstanding career at CHS. She 
was essentially a four-year starter for the Comets and 
was named the Catonsville Times Athlete of the Year in 
2014 and 2015. She had 49 goals and 31 assists as a ju-
nior and tallied 62 goals and 30 assists as a senior. She 
also lettered four years in soccer and basketball.

Like a good scientist, McDonald tested out a lot of 
different disciplines. Her parents, Jeff McDonald and 

Kathy Hensler, always encouraged their only daughter 
to try new things and push herself.

“My parents were big on putting me into everything,” 
she laughed. “I did my time in ballet. I did my time in 
Girl Scouts. I did my time in musical theatre, and I’m a 
terrible singer and dancer.”

Sports were a more natural fit for McDonald. She 
didn’t pick up lacrosse until middle school, though, and 
she theorizes that starting so far behind everyone else 
in lacrosse-crazed Maryland drove her even harder to 
succeed. 

“Everyone else had been playing since they were 5 
and 6 years old,” she said. “For me it was exciting and 
new and I was learning so much.”

She has been a quick study. Her 19 points were the 
most among UMBC freshmen in 2016, and then she ex-
ploded as a sophomore with the record 62 goals to earn 
America East All-Conference honors. She has also been 
among the team leaders in draws controlled, and her 
scoring draws so much attention from opposing defens-
es that it opens up the offense for teammates.

“She’s just so dynamic, looking for cuts, getting 
draws -- she’s just a facilitator,” Slade said. “She’s just 
going a 100 miles an hour, and I love that. It jump-
starts us.”

Meanwhile, McDonald is the quintessential self-mo-
tivated student-athlete.

“You always want to be better,” she said. “You can al-
ways learn more. You can always work a little bit hard-
er. There’s always someone out there better than you. 
Those are motivating things for me.”

And that’s the kind of attitude that will work in any 
environment. •

    LACROSSE  REPORT

Lauren McDonald Scoring Goals For UMBC 
Women’s Lacrosse … And The Environment
 Mike Ashley
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ore than 40 scouts and general managers 
from 20 NBA teams packed the stands at 
Xfinity Center Jan. 11 to watch Indiana 
freshman guard Romeo Langford and 
Maryland sophomore center Bruno Fer-
nando square off.

Langford and Fernando are highly 
rated prospects for the 2019 NBA Draft this summer, and 
they played like it.

Langford scorched Maryland for a game-high 28 points 
while Fernando posted a career-best 25 points on 11-of-12 
shooting, 13 rebounds and three assists. Fernando dis-
played his elite athleticism on a ferocious block and a dunk 
two plays later to help the Terps overcome an eight-point 
halftime deficit to win the game, 78-75.

“He dragged them back into the lead. His energy was a 
constant that game,” said Sports Illustrated NBA Draft an-
alyst Jeremy Woo, who was one of the many talent evalua-
tors in attendance that night. “You could really feel him out 
there. If we’re talking about growth, that’s not something 
I would have expected from him a year ago or last spring.”

Last spring, Fernando was coming off a solid season 
and Big Ten All-Freshman team selection. His name be-

gan to pop up on some NBA mock drafts as a potential 
first-round pick, though others had him going undrafted. 

Fernando declared for the draft but didn’t hire an 
agent, which allowed him to return to school if he saw fit. 
IMG Academy (Fla.) post-graduate coach John Mahoney, 
who coached Fernando in 2016-17, was one of the people 
Fernando spoke to about the decision. Mahoney advised 
him not to hire an agent.

Fernando opted to return to school after attending the 
NBA Draft Combine and hearing feedback from NBA of-
ficials about how he might improve his game with another 
year at Maryland. The decision has proved to be a smart 
choice in retrospect thanks to performances like the one 
against the Hoosiers. 

“These kids, it’s hard for them,” Mahoney said. “Every-
body wants it now instead of being patient, but I think he 
made the right call.”

Now Fernando is rated as a first-round pick by many 
experts; Woo has Fernando at No. 18 in a recent Sports 
Illustrated mock draft. He was named a finalist for the 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar Award, which recognizes the na-
tion’s top center, and he finished as a first-team All-Big 
Ten selection.

When head coach Mark Turgeon talks about Fernan-
do, he can’t stop listing things the sophomore big man 

has improved on throughout the past year, from finish-
ing at the rim and leadership to body language and re-
bounding.

“Bruno has improved in almost every area,” Turgeon 
said. “I could go on and on. Every phase of the game has 
gotten better for Bruno.”

Fernando has improved in every major statistical cate-
gory from his freshman season. As of March 13, he’s shoot-
ing 62.4 percent from the field, up from 58 percent in 2017-
18. He’s increased his scoring from 10.3 to 14.0 points per 
game. His rebounds have gone from 6.5 to 10.5 per game. 
He pulled down a career-best 19 rebounds to go with 13 
points against Nebraska Feb. 6, one of 20 double-doubles 
he had in 31 regular-season games.

Even the 6-foot-10 Fernando’s free throw shooting has 
improved; already at 74 percent last season -- a solid rate 
for a player of his size -- he has inched that number up to 
76.6 percent this year. 

It’s no surprise to Fernando that he’s been so successful 
this season. “Hours and hours” in the gym are now bearing 
fruit on the court, the center said.

“Obviously I expected to have the year I’m having,” Fer-
nando said in January, days after winning the Big Ten and 
National Player of the Week awards. “I’m a very confident 
guy, and I believe in the hard work that I put in over the 
summer in the offseason and even when the season ended 
last year, just focus on getting better.”

Sophomore guard Darryl Morsell believes Fernando 
has started to let the game come to him rather than the 
other way around.

“Last year I feel like the game moved a little fast for him,” 
Morsell said. “He’s patient defensively and he’s learned a 
lot. … But his poise and how he plays way more under con-
trol this year is probably his biggest improvement.”

On most nights, Fernando draws double teams in the 
post, but he’s been able to pass out of them with regularity 
to find open jump shooters. This has nudged his assists 
from 0.7 up to 2.0 a game.

“Coach says I got out of fifth gear and I’m in second 
now,” Fernando said. “I think I do a better job reading 
the defense and just knowing when to make the pass and 
when to score.”

This season hasn’t been all awards and plaudits for 
the Luanda, Angola, native, though. He’s struggled with 
turnovers at times, committing a season-high six against 
Nebraska Jan. 2, and he has turned the ball over at least 
once in every regular-season game, averaging 2.8 per game 
compared to 1.8 a year ago. 

Against Michigan March 3, Fernando was forced into 
several difficult shots by 7-foot-1 center Jon Teske and 
finished 5-of-13 from the field. After the game, Fernando 
said he simply missed shots he usually makes, but the 
performance was a sign he still has work to do on the of-
fensive end.

But even when he plays poorly, he’s still able to influ-
ence the game defensively. He swatted a career-high six 
shots against the Wolverines and has recorded at least one 
block in all but three regular-season games.

The turnover issues and occasional poor shooting 
nights don’t bother Woo because it’s unlikely Fernando 
will be a primary offensive option in the NBA. Instead, he 
sees him as a rim protector and athletic defender compa-
rable to Houston Rockets center Clint Capela.

Fernando has shown flashes of a face-up game as well, 
knocking down the occasional mid-range jumper. It’s 
something that isn’t necessary for him to succeed at the 
next level, according to Woo, but could come in handy.

“I think it is fair to say that if he ... can catch it and do 
a dribble handoff or hit an open three, if he adds that, it’s 
only going to help,” Woo said.

While he may still be a work in progress, the one thing 
Fernando has that can’t be taught is his passion and work 
ethic, something he’s had his entire playing career, accord-
ing to Mahoney. 

“He’s always been like that,” Mahoney said. “It wasn’t 
one game. When you see a kid that big and picking things 
up fast ... you talk about a special player, someone who 
could play at the next level.” •
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Is NBA Next For Maryland Men’s 
Basketball’s Bruno Fernando?
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unior guard Sara Vujacic was living her 
dream of playing Division I basketball with 
the Maryland women’s basketball program, 
but something was still missing.

In the Terps’ first 12 games, Vujacic 
played seven or fewer minutes seven times. 
Known as a 3-point shooter coming into the 

season, she attempted zero threes in five games during the 
12-game stretch. One of the top junior college recruits in the 
nation was struggling to find a consistent role in Terps head 
coach Brenda Frese’s rotation. 

“At one point,” Vujacic said, “I was thinking, ‘What am I 
doing here?’”

Vujacic got her answer during the second half of the sea-
son. Starting with Maryland’s matchup against Michigan 
Jan. 12, which Vujacic pinpointed as the turning point of her 
season, she played 10 or more minutes 12 times in her next 
17 opportunities. She's averaging 3.2 points and shooting 32.1 
percent from 3-point range entering the NCAA Tournament, 
and she helped the Terps win the Big Ten regular-season title.

Maryland is the third school in as many years for the 
5-foot-11 Vujacic, who played at Tennessee-based junior col-
leges Motlow State (2016-17) and Walters State (2017-18) the 
previous two seasons. Though the 23-year-old Slovenia na-
tive’s numbers at her two previous stops -- and her family’s 
background in the game -- suggested Vujacic was destined to 
contribute at a top program, it wasn’t quite that simple.

“She’s been at a JUCO the past couple years, but it’s obvi-
ously hard being away from home without your main support 
system,” said freshman guard Taylor Mikesell, one of Vujacic’s 
roommates. “I think the biggest thing with her is she’s such a 

hard worker. At some point, she was going to gain that confi-
dence just from getting comfortable with everybody.”

On the surface, the fact that Vujacic developed into a high-
end basketball player makes sense. Her brother, Sasha Vu-
jacic, was a first-round pick of the Los Angeles Lakers in 2004 
and played 10 seasons in the NBA with the Lakers, New Jersey 
Nets, Los Angeles Clippers and New York Knicks. He played 
on the Lakers’ championship teams in 2009 and 2010.

Sara Vujacic, however, didn’t start playing hoops until she 
was 13. She preferred volleyball, track and swimming until she 
picked up a basketball.

“I really didn’t like basketball, like at all. My brother was in 
the NBA and everybody wanted to get his signature, and I was 
like, ‘I don’t want to have anything to do with basketball,’” Vu-
jacic said. “But then I had to play some middle school game, 
and I just loved it. As soon as I went on the court and I shot it, 
I knew, ‘That’s it. That’s my sport.’”

The first school that showed interest in Vujacic was Ne-
braska, and that interest was mutual. But Vujacic had to go 
the junior college route for academic reasons, and the Husk-
ers pointed her to Motlow State.

The 2016-17 season represented a building block in Vujacic’s 
maturation as a person and player. Her grasp of the English 
language improved with the help of her teammates. She was 
introduced to a more physical style of play. She watched her 
brother play in an NBA game for the first and only time when 
the Knicks visited Memphis in April 2017.

“I started in Tennessee at a JUCO, where I didn’t want to 
be. I wanted to be a D-I athlete,” Vujacic said. “But my path 
took me the other way, so I had to make the best out of it. At 
first it was hard, trying to get used to American culture.”

Nebraska’s interest waned while she was at Motlow State, 
but she got calls and texts from other schools. Vujacic spent 

the 2017-18 season at Walters State, where she averaged 16.7 
points per game and shot better than 45 percent from 3-point 
range en route to Tennessee Community College Athletic As-
sociation Player of the Year honors.

In doing so, Vujacic drew the attention of Maryland. Frese 
sent then-assistant coach Bett Shelby to watch Vujacic play 
after guard Blair Watson tore her ACL during a January 2018 
practice. Frese also knew guard Eleanna Christinaki could 
turn pro, magnifying the need for a guard. 

Frese later watched Vujacic for herself, which prompted 
the coach to make Vujacic a priority. Vujacic visited Maryland 
after her season and signed with the Terps shortly thereafter. 
But challenges awaited Vujacic once the season started. 

“She was unsure of herself,” Frese said. “You’re walking 
into, gosh, a top-five, top-10 program and kind of trying to as-
sess the talent [that’s] on the roster, whether you belong and 
whether you can play at this type of level. She, early, probably 
put too much into that and that kind of slowed her a little bit.”

That changed in January. Though her stat line against 
Michigan -- eight points, 2-for-3 from long range in 11 minutes -- 
doesn’t stand out in the box score, Vujacic said that’s when her 
confidence level ticked up. Her teammates recognized it, too.

“Especially in that Michigan game, we really started relying 
on her to come off the bench and give us some good minutes 
and give us at least two, three threes and some defensive stops 
a game,” Mikesell said. “She’s been really consistent with that. 
I think the biggest thing that clicked for her was just trusting 
the way she plays.”

Vujacic will try to help Maryland get back to the Final Four 
for the first time since 2015, but she’s set to help next year, too. 
The Terps are scheduled to return their entire backcourt for 
the 2019-20 season: Kaila Charles, Channise Lewis, Sarah My-
ers, Watson, Mikesell and Vujacic.

Staying at the same school from one year to the next will 
help Vujacic, too.

“I will work in summer. I know the plays. I know the coach-
es, atmosphere,” Vujacic said. “I know everything right now, so 
I’m going to be confident from the beginning.” •

    MARYLAND  WOMEN'S  BASKETBALL

After Junior College Journey, Sara Vujacic 
Settles In For Maryland Women’s Basketball
 Luke Jackson

J
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ere is a brief look at some teams, players 
and coaches to watch in high school la-
crosse -- for boys and girls -- this spring.

BOYS’ TEAM TO WATCH: 
CALVERT HALL

Calvert Hall went through a tough season in 2018 
while winning a second consecutive Maryland Inter-
scholastic Athletic Association A Conference title.

The Cardinals finished 16-3 and edged Boys’ Latin 
in the title game to win that conference championship. 
Coach Bryan Kelly’s team had to deal with the preseason 
death of assistant coach Dave Huntley, something that 
stung the team, as did the loss of a player’s father two 
days before the championship.

“It’s been a journey and it’s been hard,” Kelly said af-
ter the championship game. “It’s been a hard year for me 
emotionally. Never won a championship without Dave 
[Huntley] on the sidelines. There’s just a lot of things.”

Calvert Hall lost a number of key players from last 

year’s team, but as usual, the Cardinals will bring back 
plenty. Senior midfielder Grant Mitchell (30 goals, 18 
assists last year; committed to Ohio State) returns, 
as does junior midfielder Cole Herbert (committed to 
North Carolina) plus a number of others who have com-
mitted to play lacrosse at the college level.

The Cardinals, who were ranked No. 1 nationally in 
the Nike/US Lacrosse preseason rankings, will again 
need to work their way through the always-difficult 
MIAA A Conference. But there’s no question they’ve got 
the talent to be a force once again and have a shot at 
winning a third straight title.

BOYS’ PLAYER TO WATCH: 
BRENDAN GRIMES, 
BOYS’ LATIN, JUNIOR

Grimes was one of the top offensive threats in the 
MIAA A Conference last year and a big reason why the 
Lakers made it to the championship game. 

Grimes was a first-team All-Metro pick by The Balti-
more Sun last season. He scored 61 goals, becoming the 
first sophomore in school history to score more than 60 

goals in one season, according to the The Sun. Grimes 
has scored 97 goals during his first two seasons. 

The Lakers again will rely heavily on the left-hander 
this spring. If Boys’ Latin can find more punch around 
Grimes, its offense will be that much tougher to stop.

Grimes had committed to play for Ohio State but 
changed his mind and is now set to go to Johns Hop-
kins.

GIRLS’ TEAM TO WATCH:  
MCDONOGH

The long streak is over. McDonogh had won 198 con-
secutive games before losing to Notre Dame Prep in the 
Interscholastic Athletic Association of Maryland A Con-
ference final last year.

McDonogh often had been ranked as the top girls’ la-
crosse team in the country during the streak, but the 
Blazers’ 10-8 victory in the title game handed the Eagles 
their first loss in any game this decade.

It’s a new day in many ways for McDonogh this year. 
Former McDonogh and Maryland star Taylor Cummings 
has taken over as head coach this season. The Eagles 
lost a number of key players from last year’s IAAM A 
Conference runner-up squad, but they still will bring 
back plenty of talent, including senior midfielder Blair 
Pearre, who was great on draws and scored 51 goals last 
season.

The biggest question for McDonogh is how it can pull 
everything together since it lost some good players and 
has a new coach. With an epic win streak now in the re-
cord books, it’s likely the Eagles’ priority this season will 
be reclaiming the A Conference title

GIRLS’ PLAYER TO WATCH: 
KATHLEEN SULLIVAN, 
SOUTH RIVER, SENIOR
Sullivan was one of the big reasons that South River 

won the Maryland Public Secondary Schools Athletic 
Association Class 4A title last season.

She finished with 55 goals and 22 assists as the Se-
ahawks took the Anne Arundel County title and then 
went on to take the state championship. She posted 
three goals and two assists in the state title game against 
Dulaney, an 11-9 decision.

Sullivan also is strong on draws, so all of her talents 
should give South River a big lift once again this season. 
She will be looking to finish her high school career with 
a bang this spring before moving on to college.

Sullivan is committed to Army. For now, though, she 
is focused on helping the Seahawks repeat as the Anne 
Arundel County and state champion.

COACH TO WATCH: 
TAYLOR CUMMINGS, MCDONOGH
The Eagles will have a new head coach this season 

with Cummings stepping in. Cummings certainly will 
have the respect of her players -- she won three Tewaara-
ton Awards as the nation’s top college player while at 
Maryland -- but now faces a new challenge.

Cummings served as assistant coach last year under 
interim coach Nancy Love, who decided not to come 
back. After last season ended, Cummings was given the 
job as head coach and is ready for a new season.

“It is very exciting to take over the McDonogh pro-
gram, one full of so much tradition,” Cummings said. “I 
look forward to working under an incredibly supportive 
athletic department and administration and with an in-
credible group of players and parents this season. Mc-
Donogh has always felt like home to me, and it’s great 
to be back.” •

 VARSITY REPORT

2019 High School Lacrosse Outlook
 Jeff Seidel
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Calvert Hall boys' lacrosse celebrating 2018 MIAA A Conference title

All Maryland Public High School Sports  
Schedules, Scores and Standings
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POWERED BY

Locate area camps that  
suit your child's interests. 

 

Locate area camps that  
suit your child's interests. 
Searchable by type, age, location and more. 
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FUN, FRIENDSHIP, ADVENTURE, 
AND DISCOVERY AWAIT YOUR CHILD!
Camp Red Feather, Camp Red Eagle, Senior Camp, All Sports Camp, 
and Outdoor Adventure Camp offer a traditional day-camp experience 
on our beautiful 800-acre campus. These camps include:

i transportation
i lunch

i before and aftercare
i multiple sibling discounts

OVER 80 CAMPS!
Visit mcdonogh.org for our 
full catalog.

i traditional day camps
i sports clinics
i arts and educational programs
i overnight camps

For more information, email 
summer@mcdonogh.org or 
call 443-544-7100.

2019 MCDONOGH 
SUMMER CAMPS

iBus transportation 
and lunch provided at 
no additional cost!

Register today at 
mcdonogh.org.



Spor tsBroadcast ingCamp 
RETURNS FOR OUR 16TH YEAR!

BALTIMORE JUNE 17 - 21, 2019 Boys & Girls10-18

LEARN from top sports
broadcasters 
MEET professional coaches and 
athletes 
CREATE your own sports anchor, 
reporting, and play-by-play videos 
HOST your own sports talk radio 
and PTI style shows
PRACTICE sports social media 
and podcasting

www.playbyplaycamps.com
800-319-0884 | info@playbyplaycamps.com

DAY/OVERNIGHT OPTIONS AVAILABLE! 

SIGN UP
EARLY

SIGN UP
EARLY

W W W.ALL-MARYL AND.ORG

M a r y l a n d ’ s  B e s t  S i n c e  1 9 8 2

Pete Caringi 
All-Maryland Soccer Camp

C e l e b r a t i n g  O u r  3 7 t h  Y e a r  

Day and 
Residential Camps

Available
Visit our web site

for more information

CCBC Essex
Session I – June 17-21, 2019
Session II – June 24-28, 2019

10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

UMBC Men’s Soccer 
ID Camp

July 12-14, 2019
Ages 13-18 High School age 

boys only

If playing ball is what you are all about,  
then BT’s Varsity and JV Sports Camps are the 

places for your summer filled with sports! 
Our staff features phys. ed. teachers, coaches,  

along with visiting professional athletes.  
Building skills and friendships while  
having fun on our fields and courts.

410.517.3451 • btcamps.org

June 10th - August 9th

Expert instruction provided by Loyola coaches, faculty,  
and staff on the campus of Loyola Blakefield.

Cyber Science
Driver’s Ed Personal Enrichment

Young Filmmakers Workshop
Sports

Academics Adventure

Sensational summer camps 
for boys and girls  

ages 5-18!

loyolablakefield.org/summer

$20 Off
full day camp of your choice

Early Enrollment Offer!

$10 Off Half Day Camp of Your Choice

Register Online. Multi-camp and multi-sibling 
discounts applied at checkout.

Expires May 1, 2019
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van Flaks, who led the 
Pikesville boys’ basket-
ball team to an appear-
ance in the state play-
offs, was named the U.S. 
Army Impact Player of 
the Month.

Flaks, a 5-foot-8 sophomore guard, 
was nominated for the award by Pikes-
ville head basketball coach Bear Jack-
son.

“Evan has the mindset of a much old-
er player,” Jackson said. “Even if Evan is 
small in stature, he has a big heart and 
he plays the game with such fervency 
that just allows him to set himself apart 
from other players.”

“He’s always had this mindset of, 
‘Even though I’m small, I believe I can 
go Division I if I put forth the effort,’” 
Jackson added. “Ever since I’ve known 
him … that’s where his drive has been. 
His drive has been, ‘I’ve got this goal up 
in my mind of Division I basketball, and 
that’s what I’m working toward.’”

Flaks helped direct the Panthers to 
a 15-8 regular-season record and the 
No. 2 seed in the 1A North region of the 
MPSSAA playoffs. Flaks has point guard 
skills, but he played primarily off the ball 
this year with Pikesville having a senior 
point guard on the roster.

Jackson described Flaks as a three-
level scorer who can shoot the three, hit 
runners and floaters and get to the rim 
with his left or right hand. Jackson said 
Flaks’ work ethic -- he’s made a habit of 
heading to the gym in the morning and 
before practice to get shots up -- has got-
ten him to this point.

A strong work ethic has also allowed 
Flaks to succeed in the classroom. Flaks 
is carrying a 4.0 GPA at Pikesville.

“My parents from a young age just al-
ways taught me that school comes first, 
and if my grades are right, anything can 
happen, and that’s also a big part of 
making it to the next level,” said Flaks, 
who is considering studying engineering 
and math in college. “I can be however 
good I am at basketball, but if my grades 
aren’t right, I can’t play college bas-
ketball, so I’ve got to make sure that’s 
squared away first and then I can worry 
about playing.”

Starting in the summer heading into 
his freshman year at Pikesville, Flaks 
has been coached by Jackson in AAU 
ball as well. Flaks plays for Team Bear, 
an independent program. Flaks con-
siders Jackson to be like family, and he 
credits Jackson with helping him get 
stronger and develop his skills to a point 
that he could play on the varsity squad 
as a freshman at Pikesville.

Flaks’ development has also allowed 

him to play internationally. Flaks, who 
plays for the Jewish Community Center 
of Greater Baltimore hoops team, was 
noticed at the JCC Maccabi Games and 
Artsfest in Birmingham, Ala., during the 
summer of 2017. He was encouraged to 
send his game film -- and recommenda-
tions on his behalf -- in order to be con-
sidered for the United States’ entry into 
the International Maccabi Youth Games 
in Israel the following summer.

Flaks eventually made the team. His 
team worked out in New Jersey for about 
a week, then had a few practices in Israel 
before competition began. Other teams 
included Argentina, Israel, Canada and 
Great Britain. The U.S. beat Israel for 
the gold medal.

"It was really cool, it was awesome," 
Flaks said of the gold medal game. "It 
was a great experience because there 
were fans ... [from] all these countries in 
the stands cheering for us. It was really 

cool."
Flaks considered playing internation-

ally again this coming summer, but he 
decided to stay home, play for his AAU 
team and work out in preparation for his 
junior year. 

“He is a total package,” Jackson said. 
“And his demeanor and his mindset -- 
you never see Evan frustrated or argu-
ing with a call or arguing with another 
player. You don’t see it. His demeanor 
is total focus on basketball and what it 
takes for me to help my team be success-
ful, period.” •

To nominate a student-athlete for the 
U.S. Army Impact Player award, visit 
PressBoxOnline.com/Impact.

  Luke Jackson

Evan Flaks Named 
U.S. Army Impact 
Player Of The Month
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Evan Flaks (right)

The Impact Player of the Month Award 
is given to an individual who has 

impacted his or her team in a positive 
way, both on and off the field. 

PressBoxOnline.com/Store
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PRESSBOX CELEBRATES UMBC’S RYAN ODOM AND JAIRUS LYLES AS SPORTSPERSONS OF 

THE YEAR AND RECOGNIZES THE TOP PEOPLE, PERFORMANCES AND MOMENTS OF 2018

VISIT                                       FOR GREAT DEALS!
buyatoyota.com

Enjoy a full year of PressBox delivered to you for just $19.95



 BASEBALL/SOFTBALL 

ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY SENIOR SOFTBALL
This recreational over-60 softball league is looking for new players. 
The league starts April 20 and ends in September. Games will take 
place at the Bachman Sports Complex in Glen Burnie, Md. Email 
Mike West at westarnld@verizon.net for more information.

BABE RUTH BIRTHPLACE AND MUSEUM
The Babe Ruth Birthplace and Museum is located at 216 Emory 
St. in Baltimore, three blocks west of Camden Yards. The 
museum is open Tuesday through Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. through March. It’s open Monday through Sunday from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. from April until September. The museum will stay 
open until 7 p.m. on the days of Orioles home games. Admission 
is $10 for adults, $8 for seniors and military personnel and $5 
for children. Visit baberuthmuseum.org for more information. 
Also consider making a tax-deductible donation. To do so, visit 
baberuthmuseum.org/donate or call 410-727-1539, ext. 3012.

MUSEUM OF NEGRO LEAGUES BASEBALL 
Visit the Hubert V. Simmons Museum of Negro Leagues Baseball 
in the Owings Mills branch of the Baltimore County Public 
Library. The museum is named after Bert Simmons, who played 
for the Baltimore Elite Giants. The museum is open daily, and 
admission is free. Volunteers are always welcome. For more infor-
mation, visit smnlbinc.org.

ADULT BASEBALL
Join the Eastern Baltimore County over-40 baseball league, which 
plays with wood bats on 90-foot diamonds. Players of all skill levels 
are encouraged to visit over40baseball.org or call Mike Lockett at 
410-446-0443.

HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL UMPIRES NEEDED
Do you have what it takes to call balls and strikes, safe and out? Then 
Mason Dixon Umpires needs you. Mason Dixon provides baseball 
umpires for Baltimore City, Baltimore County and MIAA schools. 
No experience needed. If you think you have what it takes, contact 
Taylor Lucas at masondixon@gmail.com or call at 410-967-8814.

 BASKETBALL

SATURDAYS, MARCH 23-APRIL 13 --  
MCC HOOPS CAMP
Mountain Christian Church will host basketball camps for boys and 

girls in grades 1-8. Participants will learn the fundamentals of basket-

ball and compete in games during four two-hour sessions throughout 
the spring. The camps will take place at the Boys and Girls Clubs in 

Edgewood and Aberdeen, Md. For more information and to register, 

visit mountaincc.org/events.

MARCH 30 -- TORREY SMITH CHARITY 
BASKETBALL GAME
Royal Farms Arena will host former Ravens and Terps receiver 

Torrey Smith’s eighth annual charity basketball game, during 

which Smith’s current and former teammates will play. Doors will 

open at 2:30 p.m., and the game will start at 3:30 p.m. All proceeds 

will benefit the Torrey Smith Family Fund. Tickets can be pur-

chased at royalfarmsarena.com and tickets can be donated to kids 

at torreysmith.org.

VOLO CITY BASKETBALL
Volo City’s Baltimore basketball leagues run throughout the year in 

neighborhoods including Canton, Federal Hill, Mt. Washington and 

more. Men’s and coed leagues present full-court competition in a 

fast-paced, competitive yet social atmosphere. Volo City will provide 

referees and team shirts. Players can register as individuals or as part 

of a team. Teams require at least nine players. For more information 

and to register in a league, visit volocity.org/baltimore/basketball.

 GOLF 

APRIL 2-SEPT. 24: 2019 THIRSTY 
BOYZ TOUR
The 2019 Thirsty Boyz Tour will hold events throughout the spring 

and summer at Baltimore’s Classic Five golf courses. The Tour has 80 

spots available, and membership will close once the spots are filled. 

Tee times are in the afternoon. The Tour fee is $55, while greens fees 

range from $35 to $45 at Pine Ridge, Mount Pleasant, Forest Park and 

Clifton Park. Register for the Tour at classic5golf.com.

 SOCCER/RUGBY/SQUASH

CRAB KICKERS 
Register now for Crab Kickers spring programs. Crab Kickers, pow-

ered by Mighty Kicks, is a one-of-a-kind soccer program developed to 

provide a dynamic environment where children can develop soccer 

skills, social skills, coordination, confidence and self-esteem built on 

a solid foundation of fun. For more information or to register, visit 

mightykicksbaltimore.com/index.cfm.

SQUASH
SquashWise provides incentives for middle school students to excel 

academically, athletically and socially, as well as the opportunity 

to compete in local and national squash tournaments. No squash 

experience is necessary to become a tutor. Visit baltimoresquash-

wise.org to make your tax-deductible donation. To make equipment 

donations and/or become a volunteer tutor, email Abby Markoe at 

abbym@baltimoresquashwise.org.

RUGBY
The Baltimore-Chesapeake Rugby Football Club, the region’s only 
Division I men’s rugby club, is looking for experienced players or 
those new to the game. For more information, email baltimorechesa-
peakerugby@gmail.com or visit baltimorerugby.net.

 WALKS/RACES

MARCH 31 -- SJS 5K/FAMILY FUN WALK
The St. Joseph School Fullerton HASA 5K/Family Fun Walk will 

begin at 11101 Raphel Road in Kingsville, Md. The cost to register 

for the 5K is $25. The one-mile walk costs $10 for runners who pre-

register and $15 on the day of the race. The race benefits St. Joseph 

School, which needs upgrades in technology, books and programs, 

among other areas. To register, visit runsignup.com/Race/MD/

Kingsville/StJosephSchoolFullertonHASA5KFamilyFunWalk. 

APRIL 7 -- EIGHTH ANNUAL RED SHOE 
SHUFFLE 5K RUN AND WALK
The Red Shoe Shuffle 5K Run and Walk will begin at 635 W. 

Lexington St., at 8:30 a.m. Registration costs $45 for adults and $10 

for children 12 and under. Race day registration will begin at 7:30 a.m. 

The race benefits the Ronald McDonald House Charities Maryland, 

which is moving into a new facility in the spring of 2019. To register, 

visit rmhcmaryland.org/red-shoe-shuffle.

APRIL 13 -- SEVENTH ANNUAL LOGJAM 5K 
AND KIDS FUN RUN
The seventh annual LOGJam 5K will take place at Centennial 

Park in Howard County. The fun run starts at 8:45 a.m., and 

the 5K begins at 9 a.m. Registration costs $40. Participants can 

register online through April 9, and on-site race day registration 

runs until 8:30 a.m. The event benefits the Lamb of God School 

of Halethorpe, Md. For more information and to register, visit 

runsignup.com/Race/MD/EllicottCity/LOGJam5k.

APRIL 27 -- ROAR FOR KIDS RUN/WALK
The Kennedy Krieger Institute’s ROAR For Kids 5K road run and 

low-mileage walk will be a jungle-themed event at Oregon Ridge 

Park in Cockeysville, Md. The race has raised nearly $3 million for 

the Kennedy Krieger Institute since 2005. The event begins at 8 a.m. 

Advance online registration ($35 for adults) ends April 23. On-site 

registration ($40) will be available as well. Runners can register at 

ROARforKids.KennedyKrieger.org.

 OTHER ACTIVITIES

MARCH 23 -- ED BLOCK COURAGE AWARD 
GALA
Players from across the NFL will travel to Baltimore to receive the Ed 

Block Courage Award. Players on each team were nominated for the 

award by their teammates for their courage and inspiration through-

out the season. The gala will take place at the Renaissance Baltimore 

Harborplace Hotel from 7-10 p.m. Tickets are available at edblock.org.

LACROSSE AT TIERNEY FIELD
More than 60 high school and college lacrosse games will be played 

this year at Tierney Field at the U.S. Lacrosse national head-

quarters in Sparks, Md. The North Carolina men’s team will play 

Cleveland State at noon March 17. Tierney Field can host 2,000 

fans, and seating is first come, first served. For more information, 

visit uslacrosse.org/about-us-lacrosse/headquarters/tierney-field-

game-schedule. 

 COMMUNITY BEAT

To submit your event listing to
Community Beat, visit

PressBoxOnline.com/Community
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he Baltimore Ravens are 
freezing ticket prices for 
the second straight sea-
son in 2019.

The move comes 
despite the franchise 
making its first playoff 

appearance in four seasons last year. 
Renewals for the 2019 season have been 
sent to season-ticket holders, team 
spokesman Kevin Byrne said. 

The Ravens’ last hike in prices came 
in 2017, which marked its first since 2013 
when the team had just won a Super 
Bowl championship. For the 2017 season, 
ticket prices increased anywhere from 
4.7 percent to 10.3 percent. At the time, 
team executives cited the $120 million in 
upgrades to M&T Bank Stadium as part 
of the reason for the price hike.

Holding the line on ticket prices in 
2019 comes as the franchise has faced 

a decline in attendance at home games 
throughout the last few years. The Ra-
vens, like some other NFL franchises, 
have faced a variety of issues in recent 

seasons, including fan reaction regard-
ing players kneeling during the national 
anthem. The Ravens, for their part, saw 
a spark among the fan base with rookie 
quarterback Lamar Jackson leading the 
team to wins in six out of the final seven 
regular-season games to secure a playoff 
berth.

The team lost in the AFC wild-card 

round to the Los Angeles Chargers at 
M&T Bank Stadium in January.

Ahead of the 2018 season, the 
team slashed the price of 21 concession 
items by an average of 33 percent, part 
of a plan to better connect with fans and 
make games more affordable for families.

The most popular game day items 
-- soft pretzels and french fries -- were 
the most heavily reduced. A soft pret-
zel dropped 53 percent from $4.25 to $2, 
while the cost of french fries declined 50 
percent to $3.

The team has not announced any 
plans for additional cuts. •

 SPORTS BUSINESS

Ravens Freezing Ticket Prices 
For Second Straight Season
  Ryan Sharrow 
  Baltimore Business Journal
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Each month during the school year,  
PressBox and the Masonic Charities of Maryland  

will honor a high school student-athlete  
who demonstrates the following criteria: 

SPORTSMANSHIP • SCHOOL SPIRIT
HARD WORK • GIVING BACK TO THE COMMUNITY  

Nominees will be accepted from any Maryland high school, and nominations can be submitted by parents, coaches, teachers or fellow students.  
Each honoree will receive a custom trophy and the opportunity for award presentation at his/her school. 

HIGH SCHOOL
UNSUNG HERO
OF THE MONTH

To nominate a local high school student-athlete and see some of the past winners go to
PressBoxOnline.com/hero



WATCH AND LISTEN TO 

WITH KEN ZALIS 
          AND THE NFL CHICKSun.: 10 a.m.-noon  

Presented by

EVERY DAY!
     PressBoxOnline.com/radio     PressBoxOnline.com/radioListen:

Watch:     Facebook.com/PressBoxSports     Facebook.com/PressBoxSports

From The  Studios

Mon.-Fri.: 10 a.m.-noon  

Sat.: 10 a.m.-noon  
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They said it onThey said it onThey said it onThey said it on

2019 NFL Draft prospects with local ties joined Glenn 
Clark Radio recently to discuss their path to the draft. 
Here’s what they had to say.

“Just the thought of being able to play 
for a team that I’ve cheered for my en-
tire life, I think that’s incredible. It would 
be kinda crazy for everything to go full 
circle like that.”
- Baltimore native and former Iowa State receiver 
Hakeem Butler Feb. 19 on the possibility of being drafted by 
the Ravens

“I used to write notes in my Bible and pray 
to God. I’m like, ‘What’s going on?’ And it 
wasn’t happening at that moment -- those 
two or three years I was at Auburn -- but 
I come to Maryland and I hit the ground 
running, and now everything’s starting to 
pick up for me. Anybody I meet I tell them, 
‘Keep fighting. It might not look good right 
now, but just keep fighting. Stick to your 

routine and just stay positive even though it’s hard.’”
- Former Maryland defensive end Byron Cowart Jan. 30 on being the No. 1 recruit in the 

country in high school to struggling at Auburn to getting back on an NFL path with the Terps

“I just try to make sure I put a smile on 
my daughter’s face even though she 
doesn’t really know what’s going on 
every day. That would be my biggest, 
biggest goal is to make sure my daugh-
ter doesn’t have to worry about nothing 
a day in her life. I’ll break my ankles, 
whatever the case might be, that’s for 
her. … That’s my motivation every day.”

- Former Maryland offensive tackle Derwin Gray Jan. 17 on how his young daughter, Kali, 
has impacted his pursuit of his NFL dream

“I’ve always felt like I’ve done well with 
dealing with adversity. Just everything 
that we’ve been through as far as at 
Maryland this past season -- and real-
ly this past year -- I think it’s definitely 
helped us grow as people. We just try 
to do our best to stay positive and keep 
our mind on the goal.”

- Former Maryland safety Darnell Savage Jr. Jan. 21 on what he learned from the adversity 
of his senior season

Listen to Glenn Clark Radio live from
Monday-Friday 10 a.m.-noon

GlennClarkRadio.com
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ajor League Baseball and the MLB Play-
ers Association deserve credit. 

This offseason, the two sides tossed 
around a few rule change ideas that 
worked fans into a lather. One in par-
ticular is a strikingly admirable idea that 
shows a clear vision by the MLBPA to try 
to solve a problem that some baseball 

fans might not think is necessarily pressing just yet. 
The union reportedly offered a proposal to penalize 

teams that lose 90-plus games in consecutive years and re-
ward successful, low-revenue teams through the draft. The 
union wants to make the sport more competitive. That’s in-
herently the right thing to do. 

There is plenty of room for debate about whether 
baseball or football is the sport with more “parity.” Both 
sports have a dirty habit of having their seasons end with 
the team from Massachusetts winning the championship. 
But the benefit that football fans seem to have is there are 
fewer games played during the course of the season involv-
ing teams that have absolutely no chance ... or teams that, 
frankly, aren’t even trying. 

Sure, that’s in part because there are significantly fewer 

football games in general. But with the lack of a salary cap 
(and more importantly a salary floor), we’ve seen more and 
more baseball teams either give up after the All-Star break 
or never particularly try whatsoever at any point during the 
year. We’ll get back to that. 

Ideally, baseball season would feature all 30 markets 
(well, technically 26 since four markets have multiple teams, 
but you get the point) spending the majority of six months 
believing their teams are genuinely competing and attempt-
ing to win. That’s best not only for those markets but for the 
game as a whole. 

It can’t possibly be a controversial statement to say a 
sport is better if the teams are actually trying and the games 
are more competitive. It might be a little unrealistic to think 
it can be implemented perfectly, but it’s the right idea. 

We still don’t know all of the details of how baseball 
would try to penalize “tanking” in the future, but the prem-
ise is sound. We watch sports because we want to see com-
petition. To get that, the teams need to actually attempt to 
compete. 

And now, ladies and gentlemen, the rather abrupt 
swerve. 

All of what I stated already is completely and totally 
true. And yet, here we enter a Baltimore Orioles season in 
which we know the team might not necessarily be “tank-

ing,” but they’ve most certainly not made the most valiant 
attempt to win this offseason. And yet not only are we OK 
with that, we’re actually sort of excited about it. 

Actually it’s more than that. We’ve genuinely embraced 
the suck. We remember what it was like to aimlessly suck 
for a decade and a half. It was embarrassing. It was soul-
crushing. Each loss was a reminder of how far the franchise 
had fallen. Friends who rooted for other teams would rub 
our noses in historic losing stretches or lopsided defeats, 
and we’d hang our heads in shame. 

Now we’ll be like Spike Lee at the Oscars. We’ll actually 
be (kinda) mad when our friends let us know the team won. 
We’ll yell back, “We’re trying to tank!”

Obviously there’s the tiny possibility the team could be in 
for some sort of insane “Why Not” type of season. But realisti-
cally, we’ll hope for areas of individual development, distract 
ourselves by going out to minor league ballparks as frequent-
ly as possible and realize that as nice as it will be to have the 
No. 1 overall pick in the upcoming first-year player draft, the 
franchise will be well-served having the No. 1 overall pick in 
2020 as well -- and maybe 2021 if we’re being honest. 

And that’s why as much as I agree in general with the 
idea of trying to fix competitiveness ... I can’t actually get 
fully on board. 

The reason why we’re fully “embracing the suck” is be-
cause we’ve watched the paths taken by teams like the Chi-
cago Cubs and Houston Astros and Philadelphia Phillies in 
recent years to rebuild their franchises. We see a roadmap 
to the Orioles ultimately being relevant again. That’s the 
map we’re hoping the team can follow. The concept that, 
under this new rule proposal, the Orioles are terrible and 
yet aren’t rewarded with another high draft pick doesn’t 
just feel unfair -- it feels downright cruel. 

This is likely going to be a brutal baseball season in 
Baltimore. Yet it also sets up to be a season of hope. So as 
much as baseball has the right idea, I selfishly can’t get on 
board with the proposal because of that. 

Get back to me in 2025. •

 THE 
REALITY CHECK

  Glenn Clark

Proposals To Penalize Tanking 
Make Sense But Sting In Baltimore
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THE POP CULTURE AUCTION HOUSE

HAKES.COM
SPORTS MEMORABILIA

& MUCH MORE
OFFERED IN OUR PREMIER

AUCTION EVENTS

CONSIGN
TODAY!

P.O.Box 12001
York, PA 17402
(866) 404-9800

 DIAMOND COMIC PRESENTS:  

RICIG’S WORLD OF SPORTS





All-New 2019

TOYOTA.COM/SAFETY-SENSE
DRIVERS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR OWN SAFE DRIVING. ALWAYS PAY ATTENTION TO YOUR SURROUNDINGS AND DRIVE SAFELY. SYSTEM EFFECTIVENESS DEPENDS ON 
MANY FACTORS, INCLUDING ROAD, WEATHER AND VEHICLE CONDITIONS. SEE OWNER’S MANUAL FOR ADDITIONAL TSS LIMITATIONS AND DETAILS.

•  PRE-COLLISION SYSTEM WITH 
PEDESTRIAN DETECTION (PCS W/PD)

• AUTOMATIC HIGH BEAM (AHB)

•  FULL-SPEED RANGE DYNAMIC 
RADAR CRUISE CONTROL (DRCC)

• NEW LANE TRACING ASSIST (LTA)

•  LANE DEPARTURE ALERT WITH 
STEERING ASSIST (LDA W/SA)

• NEW ROAD SIGN ASSIST


