SLAPSHOT’S HABITAT
Overview
The Washington Capitals’ mascot
is an eagle named Slapshot. This
lesson uses Slapshot as a way for
students to learn about eagles
and their natural habitat.

Materials
• Video: Slapshot vs. Slapshot Skate Wars
• Reading: Eagle Habitat
• Chart paper
• Drawing paper
• Drawing materials: crayons,
colored pencils, markers

Essential Question
What would Slapshot’s natural
habitat be like?

Standards
NGSS 2-LS4-1. Make observations of
plants and animals to compare the
diversity of life in different habitats.

Science Learning Objective: I recognize several features
that are found in an eagle’s habitat. (~30 minutes)

Warm Up
1. Watch the video
Slapshot vs. Slapshot
- Skate Wars to see
the Washington
Capitals’ mascot,
Slapshot, in action.
Encourage the
students to enjoy the
video for fun. Talk
about what a mascot
does and why teams
have them. Discuss the fact that Slapshot is a bald eagle, which is
our national bird, and is a good representative for the Washington
Capitals because the team is based in the nation’s capital.
2. Pause the video or use an image
of Slapshot (both found in the
digital lesson) to discuss some of
the clues that help you know that
Slapshot is an eagle (or bird): beak,
white feathers on the head, feathers
on the body.
3. Explain that many mascots
represent real animals, much like
cartoon animals represent real
animals, and that you’ll be learning
about real eagles today, so you
understand them and Slapshot
better.
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Activity
1. Read the informational text Eagle Habitat aloud to the class one
time through. Encourage students to just listen to the text. It provides
information about where and how eagles live.
2. Ask students to listen to the text again and remember one new
thing they learn from it (or their favorite fact from the text).

Differentiation
Support
• Stop before or after each

paragraph of the reading to
identify the topic sentence
• Collect pictures of eagle nests

and show the students what
they look like or visit a website
that has images and video to
prepare for the lesson

3. When students have identified their facts, create a class chart of
eagle habitat facts with input from the students. Invite students to
come to the chart to put a check mark next to their favorite fact.
4. Have students create a drawing of an eagle habitat to represent
their learning from the day.

Assessment
1. Hang the students’ drawings around the room to create a gallery
and have them circulate around the room and talk about pieces of the
drawings and what they represent.

• Review vocabulary from the

informational text before you
read it
Challenge
• Have students create a

commercial for the perfect
eagle nest (on paper, via audio,
or on video)
Extensions
• Read Elf the Eagle, written by

Ron Smith and illustrated by
Ruth Campbell, to get a sense
of how high an eagle’s nest is
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NAME: ______________________________

EAGLE HABITAT
Eagles need to live near water. That is because most of their diet is
fish. They make their homes in nests near a shoreline, lake, or river, so
they can catch a lot of fish to eat.
Eagle nests are usually in very tall trees. They need to live in big
trees because their nests are very heavy. An eagle’s nest can weigh up
to 2,000 pounds! That is about the weight of a small car or an elephant.
It is much bigger and heavier than a bird nest you might see in your
backyard.
Eagles do not have many neighbors since they live up so high.
Their closest neighbors might be small animals that live on the forest
floor.
Eagles live alone until they find a mate. Once they find a mate, they
stay with that eagle for their whole life. Eagles migrate in winter and
gather in groups when there is good food to share.
Slapshot may live near a big frozen pond, the ice rink, but he
needs to visit an unfrozen water source for all the fish he eats.
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