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hen things are this bad in 
Birdland -- and trust me, 
they’re bad -- it’s disori-
enting.

And since neither ex-
ecutive vice president of 
baseball operations Dan 

Duquette nor manager Buck Showalter 
have a contract after this season, it has to 
be a disorienting time for the organization 
as a whole.

I can’t begin to predict what the Orioles 
will pick up in possible trades for short-
stop Manny Machado, center fielder Adam 
Jones and relievers Brad Brach and Zach 
Britton. It seems that they could acquire 
as many as 10 players in various deals 
with other teams that are in contention 
this year. The fact that so many teams are 
fighting for playoff spots is good news for 
the Orioles.

What I can do is start to paint the pic-
ture of who the Orioles should start to build 
around. The starting rotation’s earned run 
averages are nothing special, and right-
hander Alex Cobb’s continual problems are 
concerning. However, a quartet of right-
handers in Dylan Bundy, Kevin Gausman, 
Cobb and possibly David Hess is respect-
able. As for Andrew Cashner, well, the best 
bet is for the right-hander to string togeth-
er three-to-four more good starts in a row 
and then he can be dealt for a prospect. 

The Orioles’ catching situation looks to 
be in decent hands with Chance Sisco and 
Austin Wynns. It would be nice if Sisco’s 
average and on-base percentage increas-
es, but his resume says he will hit. Terry  

Crowley, the Orioles’ longtime hitting 
coach in the minors, raved to me about 
Wynns; that’s a good enough endorsement 
for me. Both Sisco and Wynns look like 
they have a chance to be plus defenders.

The infield -- which was held down by 
Machado, shortstop J.J. Hardy, second 
baseman Jonathan Schoop and first base-
man Chris Davis for so many years -- is go-
ing to be a shell of its former self.

Machado won’t be back. Tim Beckham 
may return as a shortstop, which is the 
only way the original trade for him makes 
sense. Schoop is a player to build around, 
and the club should take the opportunity 
to double down and get his name on a 
five- to six-year deal while he’s struggling. 
Davis will remain, for the time being, a $23 
million a year albatross. The club has him 
locked in for four more seasons, and with 
him graciously accepting a good chunk of 
deferred money, he’ll probably be getting 
checks with Baltimore Orioles on the top 
left for 10 seasons beyond the term of his 
seven-year deal.

The club cannot let Davis’ bloated con-
tract impair its ability to take chances, but 
it cannot afford another mistake of this 
magnitude for a long time.

It’s hard to know what the Orioles will 
do at third base in 2019, but fans should 
keep their fingers crossed that young, slug-
ging third baseman Ryan Mountcastle will 
be ready to take over by 2020.

The outfield will continue to feature 
Trey Mancini in left for one more season. 
It seems he’ll split time with Chris Davis as 
first base/DH once Mark Trumbo’s three-
year contract expires after 2019. If Jones is 
traded, the leading candidate to replace 

him in 2019 would be prospect Cedric  
Mullins, who is currently with Triple-A 
Norfolk. But before we anoint Mullins as 
the center fielder of the future, his early 
travails at Norfolk are not what was hoped 
for or expected. 

It was originally thought Austin Hays 
would take over in right field. Last season 
he meteorically rose through the ranks 
-- going from Single-A Frederick to Bowie 
without missing a beat. Hays hit .328 while 
slugging 16 home runs and knocking in 41 
RBIs during 262 at-bats at Frederick. Then 
he hit 16 home runs and recorded 54 RBIs 
during 261 at-bats with Bowie. He even ap-
peared briefly in Baltimore in September.

Surprisingly, he was sent back to Bowie 
this year instead of being advanced to Tri-
ple-A Norfolk. He struggled with a shoul-
der issue during spring training and is now 
on the minor league disabled list with an 
ankle issue. Perhaps that’s contributed to 
a lackluster season at Double-A, where he 
was batting just .224 with six home runs 
and 18 RBIs. 

Finally, the Orioles’ bullpen will most like-
ly include Darren O’Day, who will be in the 
fourth and final year of his contract. It’s un-
likely he’ll be traded, with a $9 million price 
tag for 2019 on the line. Mychal Givens will 
most likely step into the closing role, and his 
two sidekicks figure to be Richard Breier and 
Tanner Scott, who has impressed.

The rest of the 2019 roster figures to be 
filled out by acquisitions from the trades 
the team makes, and perhaps a key pickup 
for third base, shortstop or right field. Re-
member, whomever the club signs in free-
agency, will be either a one- or two-year 
deal at the most. •
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 ONE FAN’S OPINION

With Trade Deadline Approaching, Time 
For Orioles To Plan For 2019 And Beyond
  Stan “The Fan” Charles
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Orioles infield with manager Buck Showalter
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he Ravens’ first pick of the NFL Draft 
usually generates a lot of buzz through-
out OTAs and training camp. Media and 
fans alike are eager to watch, analyze and 
speculate about a future cornerstone of the 
franchise.

This year, though, the Ravens’ first pick 
became virtually a forgotten man the night 

he was drafted. That’s because the Ravens’ selection of South 
Carolina tight end Hayden Hurst at No. 25 overall was over-
shadowed about 30 minutes later, when Baltimore traded 
back into the first round and drafted Heisman Trophy-win-
ning quarterback Lamar Jackson with the 32nd overall pick.

Suddenly, the talk was all Jackson, all the time. Will 
Jackson take starter Joe Flacco’s job? Is Flacco mad at 
Jackson? Is Flacco even talking to him? How does Jackson 
look throwing the ball? How does Jackson look running 
the ball? How does Jackson look tying his shoe laces?

Hurst, meanwhile, flew under the radar during his first 
month as a professional, and maybe that’s to his benefit as 
he adjusts to the pro game. But early indications suggest 
it will be Hurst, not Jackson, who has a major role with the 
Ravens’ offense this season.

The 6-foot-4, 250-pound Hurst provides the Ravens 
with an athletic, sure-handed tight end, one of their ma-
jor offseason needs. He also represents another element of 

a drastically revamped passing game, as the Ravens have 
brought in free-agent receivers Michael Crabtree, John 
Brown and Willie Snead, and drafted another tight end in 
third-rounder Mark Andrews.

Hurst will compete immediately for the starting job -- 
something Jackson is not expected to do -- with returnees 
Maxx Williams and Nick Boyle. But Williams, a former sec-
ond-round pick, has battled injuries the past two years, and 
Hurst’s ability as both a blocker and sure-handed receiver 
could quickly move him to the top of the depth chart.

“He’s a good blocker … and then his hands, he just 
doesn’t drop the ball,” said Ravens director of college 
scouting Joe Hortiz after Hurst was drafted. “And he 
makes some spectacular catches. He can run after the 
catch. So he’s just a versatile and talented athlete who can 
help us in pretty much all phases of our game.”

The tight ends play a critical role in offensive coordina-
tor Marty Mornhinweg’s system; Ben Watson led the Ra-
vens with 61 catches last year, for 522 yards (8.6 avg.). Wat-
son has since moved on, signing with New Orleans, and the 
Ravens are banking on Hurst to help boost a passing game 
that ranked 29th overall last year and dead last in passing 
yards per play (5.10).

TWO-SPORT STAR
An outstanding athlete, Hurst came to football only 

after his baseball career fell apart. A hard-throwing right-
handed pitcher out of Jacksonville, Fla., Hurst was drafted 

in the 17th round by the Pittsburgh Pirates in 2012.
However, his pitching career faltered as soon as it be-

gan. Hurst developed a serious case of the yips, suddenly 
incapable of throwing the ball over the plate. In his only 
professional pitching appearance, in the low-minor Gulf 
Coast League, Hurst walked all five batters he faced and 
threw two wild pitches. 

He worked with coaches, psychologists, and even a 
hypnotist, but his career as a pitcher was over. He came 
back the next year and tried to remake his career as a 
first baseman -- St. Louis Cardinals pitcher Rick Ankiel 
had made a similar transition to outfield -- but hit just 
.245 in 15 games. 

Hurst called it quits in baseball after more struggles 
in spring training ahead of the 2015 season and turned 
his attention to football, in which he had excelled as a 
high schooler, as well.

With an assist from a former high school teammate 
who was playing at South Carolina, Hurst joined the 
Gamecocks as a 21-year-old freshman walk-on. It didn’t 
take long for Hurst’s combination of size, athleticism 
and leadership to emerge. The next year, Hurst was 
not only offered a scholarship, but he became the first 
sophomore in school history named a permanent team 
captain.

Hurst caught 48 passes for 616 yards that season, set-
ting school records for tight ends in both categories, and 
then earned first-team All-SEC last year after totaling 
44 catches for 559 yards and two touchdowns.

Rather than return for his senior season, Hurst opted 
to take his chances at becoming a professional athlete in 
a second sport. 

Hurst was considered one of the top tight ends in the 
draft, and the Ravens had their eyes on him all along, 
but they figured they might be able to get him lower in 
the first round than their original No. 16 slot. Baltimore 
general manager Ozzie Newsome, in his first move of his 
last draft -- and certainly one of his most memorable 
ones -- traded back six spots, picking up an additional 
third-round pick in the process.

Then on the clock at No. 22, Newsome traded back 
again, this time to No. 25, adding a fourth-round pick.

Finally at No. 25, the Ravens selected Hurst. New-
some, incidentally, used one of those just-acquired picks 
as part of the trade package that allowed them to move 
up and take Jackson. That gave the Ravens two first-
round picks for the first time since 2003 -- when they 
took pass rusher Terrell Suggs and quarterback Kyle 
Boller -- and the fourth time in team history.

Given his baseball past, Hurst will be a 25-year-old 
rookie when the Ravens’ season begins in September, 
but Hurst doesn’t see his advanced rookie age as an is-
sue. In fact, he sees that -- and even his baseball failure 
-- as a positive.

“I think that the biggest thing I can carry over from 
baseball is just the maturity,” he said. “I’ve experienced 
some things that some guys haven’t with failure, and I’ve 
been through a lot in those three, four years with the 
Pirates. It’s just a different maturity factor, and I think 
that’s only going to help me in my career.”

The Ravens clearly were not scared off by the idea 
that Hurst will be nearly 30 at the end of his rookie deal.

“We took Dennis [Pitta] and he was almost identical 
in terms of age,” Hortiz said. “Dennis was actually a cou-
ple months older at the same point in his career. Really, 
it didn’t faze us in terms of our grades.”

In early work during OTAs this spring, Hurst has 
been as advertised. With his long red hair flowing out 
the back of his helmet, Hurst covers a lot of ground, gets 
open and catches virtually everything thrown his way. 

“He has exceptional hands, quickness and speed, and 
his makeup is that of a Raven,” said tight ends coach 
Greg Roman the day after Hurst was drafted. “He’s a 
tough, competitive guy that can make plays, knows how 
to run routes, has a good feel, good instincts. We call it 
spatial awareness. He has a lot of those intangibles that 
are hard to coach, really. We’re really excited to have him 
here.” •

 RAVENS REPORT

Though Overshadowed, Rookie 
Hayden Hurst Set To Fill Need 
At Tight End For Ravens
  Bo Smolka  
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Hayden Hurst
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10 Questions With
Orioles Reliever Miguel Castro

By Rich Dubroff

Rich Dubroff caught up with Orioles right-handed reliever 
Miguel Castro through an interpreter.

What’s the best piece of advice you’ve ever given?
Have fun. Go out there, don’t overthink it.

What’s a habit you wish you didn’t have?
[Chewing] tobacco

If you could trade places with any movie or TV character, 
who would it be?
Spiderman

What’s your favorite pregame meal or snack?
Fried rice

Who was your favorite sports star when you were a kid?
Pedro Martinez

What would you be doing if you weren’t playing baseball?  
Doctor

What’s your favorite thing to do on an off-day?
Listen to music and play PlayStation

What’s your all-time favorite movie?
“Tears of the Sun,” with Bruce Willis

Do you have any pets?
In the Dominican, a cat and five dogs. My mom is the one who 
knows the names. She takes care of all of them.

What are your favorite and least favorite road cities?
Toronto and Los Angeles are my favorites; Oakland is my 
least favorite.
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Miguel Castro

WITH KEN ZALIS 
          AND THE NFL CHICK

Streaming Live At
     PressBoxOnline.com/radio     PressBoxOnline.com/radio

Presented by

Monday-Friday
10 a.m.-noon  

Sunday
10 a.m.-noon  

Saturday
10 a.m.-noon  
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It wasn’t the way this 6-foot-1, 240-pound freak of nature 
could roam gracefully from sideline to sideline, then focus 
like a laser on his target and deliver a bone-rattling hit. No, 
Billick had already seen Lewis do that. Billick had been the 
offensive coordinator for the Minnesota Vikings when they 
played against Lewis and the Ravens in 1998. Billick had al-
ready studied Lewis and devised a game plan to account 
for him.

But upon joining the Ravens in 1999, Billick was most 
struck by something that never showed up in the box score. 

“It was shocking to me,” Billick said, “coming to the Ra-
vens and seeing again and again how readily the veterans, 
and I’m talking guys like Rod Woodson, future Hall of Fam-
er ... how readily they gave themselves over to Ray’s leader-
ship.”

At the time, Billick pointed out, Lewis was entering his 
fourth season at age 24, and yet Woodson and other veter-
ans deferred to the charismatic linebacker.

“It’s rare you see that, but they saw it, as young as Ray 
was,” Billick said. “Players are very intuitive that way. That 

told me something right from the get-go, how special this 
guy was.”

Lewis went on to play 17 NFL seasons, all for the Ravens, 
and earn 13 trips to the Pro Bowl, tied for the most ever by 
a defensive player. He was named the Most Valuable Player 
at Super Bowl XXXV and was the league’s Defensive Player 
of the Year twice. 

Lewis capped his career with his second Super Bowl title 
in his final game, and his NFL story will reach its pinnacle 
this summer, when he is inducted into the Pro Football Hall 
of Fame in Canton, Ohio, Aug. 4.

Lewis was elected in his first year on the ballot, joining a 
2018 Hall of Fame class that includes wide receivers Randy 
Moss and Terrell Owens, linebacker Brian Urlacher, safety 
Brian Dawkins, linebacker Robert Brazile, offensive line-
man Jerry Kramer and former executive Bobby Beathard.

Lewis joins Jonathan Ogden as the only homegrown Ra-

vens inducted in Canton. 
For nearly two decades, Lewis was the face of the Ravens’ 

franchise, earning a spot in the pantheon of Baltimore’s 
greatest sports figures. He has been honored with a statue 
outside M&T Bank Stadium that captures Lewis during his 
signature pre-game dance routine, which sent Ravens fans 
into a frenzy. 

Yet nationally, Lewis has been a divisive, polarizing fig-
ure, never able to distance himself from controversy, even 
after his playing career ended. 

Lewis’ role in a brawl outside an Atlanta nightclub in 
2000 that left two dead will always be part of his story, and 
even since retiring, Lewis has injected himself into emotion-
ally charged issues, such as the Ravens national anthem 
protest in London. 

It all suggests Lewis’ legacy is complicated. But on the 
field, he had few equals in the history of the game. 

“It was our privilege to have him as a Raven,” general 
manager Ozzie Newsome said when Lewis’ Hall of Fame 
induction was announced. “Even in that small group who 

have the honor of being a Hall of Famer, Ray stands out. 
When you talk about the great players of all time, no matter 
position, he is among the greatest of the great.”

SUCCESS FROM THE START
Raised by a single mother in Lakeland, Fla., Lewis took to 

football like a duck to water, finding in the game at a young 
age a sense of discipline, purpose and an outlet for his energy. 
He thrived on the competition and the one-on-one, physical 
battles, something that would remain a driving force his en-
tire career. 

Lewis made the starting lineup at the University of Miami 
as a true freshman, and in three seasons with the vaunted 
Hurricanes program, he racked up 388 tackles. 

Yet Lewis was projected as no higher than a mid-first-
round prospect in the NFL Draft, considered by some scouts 

to be undersized at 6-foot-1. Newsome’s staff, though, had 
been wowed by Lewis during a pre-draft workout. 

Newsome, overseeing the Ravens’ first draft as an un-
proven 40-year-old executive, had already hit a home run by 
selecting Ogden with his first pick, and the Ravens were on 
the clock again at No. 26 via a trade while the Ravens’ fran-
chise was still in Cleveland. 

Many draft experts expected the Miami Dolphins would 
take the hometown star at No. 20, but they selected defen-
sive lineman Daryl Gardener instead. With Lewis still on 
the board at No. 26, the Ravens pounced, effectively set-
ting the course for the franchise for the better part of two 
decades.

In the Ravens’ first regular-season game, Lewis had a 
team-high seven tackles and an end-zone interception dur-
ing a 19-14 win against the Oakland Raiders. He finished his 
rookie season with 142 tackles, the most on the team. 

A DEFENSE FOR THE AGES
A 22-0 shutout of the Cincinnati Bengals Dec. 26, 1999 -- 

the first shutout in franchise history -- provided the first hint 
that this franchise’s baby steps were evolving into a swagger. 

The next season left no doubt. 
Beginning with a 16-0 shutout of the Pittsburgh Steelers 

during the season opener, the Ravens’ defense crafted a sea-
son for the ages. They recorded four shutouts, including two 
in a row, and set an NFL record for the fewest points allowed 
in a 16-game season (165). 

More importantly, the Ravens’ defense kept the team 
afloat when the offense had no footing. The Ravens went five 
straight games without scoring a touchdown and still won 
two of those contests on the strength of its airtight defense 
and kicker Matt Stover’s foot.

They finished at 12-4 -- the first winning season in fran-
chise history -- and secured a playoff berth. Lewis was named 
the Defensive Player of the Year. 

Lewis and that suffocating defense then bullied its way 
through a remarkable playoff run in which the Ravens al-
lowed one offensive touchdown in four games. Lewis’ inter-
ception that he returned 50 yards for a touchdown against 
the Tennessee Titans clinched a Divisional Round win, and 
then the Ravens held the host Oakland Raiders without a 
touchdown during a 16-3 victory in the AFC Championship 
Game.

Two weeks later, Lewis and the Ravens routed the New 
York Giants, 34-7, in Super Bowl XXXV. Lewis was named 
the game’s Most Valuable Player. 

Relentless defense came to define the franchise. With 
Marvin Lewis, and later Mike Nolan and Rex Ryan serving 
as defensive coordinators, the Ravens defense finished in 
the top five in six of eight seasons from 1999-2006. There was 
plenty of complementary talent, but the Ravens’ reputation 
as a physical, punishing, don’t-even-think-about-it defense 
started with Lewis in the middle.

“He was ferocious,” said former Ravens linebackers coach 
Mike Singletary, a Hall of Fame linebacker himself. “His abil-
ity to make every play, and the way he did it with speed and 
power, I’ll never forget that.”

MORE THAN 
JUST THE NUMBERS

Lewis’ Ravens record of 2,643 tackles is virtually untouch-
able; no one else in team history even has 1,000. He is the only 
player in NFL history with at least 40 sacks and 30 intercep-
tions. (Lewis totaled 41.5 sacks and 31 interceptions.)

But former coaches and teammates say the traits that 
separated Lewis from virtually all others to play the game 
were uncommon drive, preparation and leadership that el-
evated those around him.

“Ray is the greatest leader in team sports history. No one 
is even close,” said Hall of Fame tight end Shannon Sharpe, 
who played on that first Ravens Super Bowl team. 

It’s no coincidence that several undrafted inside 
linebackers, including Jameel McClain, Bart Scott, 

F r o m  h i s  f i r s t  d a y s  a s  R a v e n s 
h e a d  c o a c h ,  B r i a n  B i l l i c k  k n e w 
t h e r e  w a s  s o m e t h i n g  d i f f e r e n t 
a b o u t  R a y  L e w i s .

WHAT A RIDE WHAT A RIDE 
B Y  B O  S M O L K A
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Dannell Ellerbe and Albert McClellan, thrived playing next 
to Lewis.

“It’s not every day people get to play with Michael Jor-
dan,” McClain said. 

McClain, who played alongside Lewis for six seasons -- 
and said he wore No. 52 at Syracuse because of Lewis -- re-
called sitting in meetings as an undrafted rookie in awe of 
Lewis’ acumen. Moments after coaches introduced a con-
cept, Lewis already had “rebuttals, and opposite scenarios 
we could encounter when being in this type of defense, how 
other people like to play against it,” according to McClain. 
“He already knew every scenario for what could happen.”

Indeed, being in the right place at the right time was no 
accident. Lewis spent hours in film study, dissecting every 
scheme, anticipating every move, learning every tendency.

Case in point: In 2009, the San Diego Chargers, driving 
for a potential go-ahead touchdown in the final minute, faced 
fourth-and-2 at the Ravens’ 15-yard line. From his perch be-
hind defensive end Trevor Pryce, Lewis sized up the play, 
knew the Chargers blocking scheme and quarterback Philip 
Rivers’ cadence, and anticipated they would try to run the 
ball with Darren Sproles. A second before the snap, Lewis 
bolted toward the line of scrimmage. He timed his burst per-
fectly, found a gap between Chargers linemen and barreled 
in untouched to crush Sproles for a 5-yard loss that clinched 
the Ravens’ 31-26 win. 

After the game, Ravens head coach John Harbaugh called 
it “maybe the greatest football play I’ve ever seen.”

THE “LAST RIDE”
Lewis won a second Defensive Player of the Year Award 

in 2003, and remained a force into his mid-30s. But in Week 
6 of the 2012 season, Lewis suffered a torn triceps muscle. It 
seemed his season -- and perhaps his career, at age 37 -- was 
finished.

Lewis missed the final 10 games of the regular season, but 
the Ravens won the AFC North at 10-6. Lewis returned for 
the playoffs, but before they began, he announced that the 
2012 season would be his “last ride.” 

Teammates vowed to send Lewis off to retirement with a 
Super Bowl victory, an optimistic notion given that the Ra-
vens had ended the regular season with four losses in five 
games. 

But after handling the Indianapolis Colts in the first 

round, 24-9, the Ravens pulled off the most stunning win in 
franchise history, a double-overtime, 38-35, thriller at Denver 
made possible by the “Mile High Miracle,” Joe Flacco’s 70-
yard touchdown heave to Jacoby Jones with 31 seconds left 
that forced overtime.

Suddenly, it seemed that Lewis and the Ravens were des-
tiny’s darlings.

They marched up to New England and hammered the 
Patriots, 28-13, in the AFC Championship Game. Then in 
the Super Bowl against the San Francisco 49ers, the Ravens 
stormed to a 28-6 lead but needed a furious goal-line stand in 
the final minute to win, 34-31. 

“The final series of Ray Lewis’ career was a goal-line 
stand to win the Lombardi Trophy,’’ Harbaugh said after 
the game.”It was not perfect. It was not pretty. But it was us. 
That is who we are.’’

A POLARIZING  
FIGURE NATIONALLY

In the days leading up to the Ravens’ second Super Bowl, 
Lewis was dogged by accusations that he had expedited his 
return from the triceps injury by using a substance banned 
by the NFL that was found in deer antler spray. Lewis denied 
it, but the issue underscored how controversy has never been 
far from Lewis.

This was never more clear -- or serious -- than in 2000, 
when a melee outside an Atlanta nightclub involving Lewis 
and his entourage left two people dead. Lewis was initially 
charged with two counts of murder.

Lewis has always vehemently denied involvement in the 
killings, and the Ravens steadfastly stood by him. The mur-
der charges were later dismissed when Lewis pleaded guilty 
to obstruction of justice. He was sentenced to one year of 
probation.

Those close to Lewis said the Atlanta incident left him 
more fully focused on football and life choices.

“That kind of life lesson makes it very clear to you, at a 
very young age, that this can all go away in an instant,” Bil-
lick said. “To have that lesson ingrained in him ... I’m sure it 
provided another whole level of commitment and focus and 
intensity.”

Still, Atlanta will always be part of Lewis’ legacy, and to 
his critics, it will always define him. 

Amber Theoharis, who covered the Ravens locally before 
moving to the NFL Network, calls those critics a “fringe part 
of the population.” 

“I think you’re just never going to change people’s opin-
ions on that,” Theoharis said. “Those were set in 2000.”

But, she adds, the reception is different among football 
people she converses with on a weekly basis -- coaches, 
analysts, front-office staff, former players  -- “I think the 
first thing that comes to mind with football people is he’s 
one of the greatest middle linebackers of all time, one of 
the baddest dudes on the planet.”

Even since retiring, Lewis has found his way back into the 
spotlight -- and controversy. He publicly questioned Flacco’s 
passion for the game, later apologizing via Twitter. He in-
jected himself into the Colin Kaepernick controversy, saying 
a potential deal between Kaepernick and the Ravens was 
scuttled because of a tweet from Kaepernick’s girlfriend. The 
team never confirmed that.

And most recently, Lewis joined the Ravens in kneeling in 
London during the national anthem, a gesture that angered 
a significant portion of the Ravens fan base. Lewis later 
explained that he “dropped on two knees, both knees, so I 
can simply honor God in the midst of chaos,” but many fans 
weren’t buying it. An online petition to remove Lewis’ statue 
at M&T Bank Stadium as a result of his gesture garnered 
more than 80,000 signatures.

INDUCTION WEEKEND
All of that will be in the rear-view mirror in the first week 

of August, when adoration for Lewis -- and purple No. 52 jer-
seys -- no doubt will be on full display in Canton. 

As a bonus, the Ravens will play the Chicago Bears in 
the Hall of Fame Game Thursday, Aug. 2, two days be-
fore Lewis formally takes his place among pro football’s 
legends. 

As Lewis said after his election was announced: “For it to 
end in New Orleans, for my last ride to walk off a football field 
forever a champion, and then ... to be here five years later and 
now to walk off a Hall of Famer, I don’t know who else writes 
that story. It’s the greatest story.” •
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Former Baltimore Ravens linebacker Ray 
Lewis will be inducted into the Pro Football 
Hall of Fame Aug. 4. Which moments stand 
out the most during Lewis’ 17-year career?

 

SEPT. 1, 1996: 
THE DEBUT
Lewis’ first regular-season game as a Raven came 

against the Oakland Raiders at Memorial Stadium, which was 
also the first game in Ravens history. Lewis picked off Raiders 
quarterback Billy Joe Hobert in the end zone for a touchback 
during the second quarter. In an interview with the team’s web-
site in 2015, Lewis called the play one of his favorite moments in 
Ravens history. “When you see the crowd, when you see what 
started to happen, there was motivation, there was a movement 
that started to happen,” Lewis said. “And I’m telling you, to be a 
part of something new, I think it’s probably one of the greatest 
rewards of my career.”

 OCT. 13, 1996:  
THE HARBAUGH CONNECTION BEGINS
Lewis’ first career sack came against Indianapolis 

Colts quarterback Jim Harbaugh; the sack went for a 7-yard loss 
with Indianapolis holding a 3-0 lead. Lewis would later play for 
Jim’s brother, John, from 2008-2012, and beat Jim’s San Francisco 
49ers to win his second Super Bowl in February 2013. But Jim got 
the better of Lewis on the day the latter recorded his first sack. 
The Ravens lost to the Colts, 26-21, to drop to 2-4 overall en route 
to a 4-12 season. 

DEC. 31, 2000:  
THE RAVENS’ FIRST PLAYOFF GAME
The Ravens defeated the Denver Broncos, 21-3, in the 

wild card round following the 2000 season. Lewis intercepted 
Broncos quarterback Gus Frerotte in the first quarter. Jack Del 
Rio, Lewis’ position coach at the time, gushed over Lewis’ perfor-
mance in that game during NFL Films’ “The Ray Lewis Coach-
ing Tree” (2010). “One thing I remember is Ray actually had a 
perfect game, first playoff game we had the year we won the Su-
per Bowl,” Del Rio said. “We graded false steps, the production 
and the technique. … I actually went back because I got done 
and I had 100 percent. I said, ‘No, nobody’s perfect.’ I went back 
over the film and I found him false stepping. There you go, got a 
minus right there. You’re not perfect now. It was a perfect game.”

JAN. 7, 2001:  
FINISHING OFF THE TITANS
After beating Denver at home, the Ravens topped 

the Tennessee Titans, 24-10, during the divisional round of the 
playoffs. Lewis won a battle with Tennessee running back Eddie 
George for a fourth-quarter pass thrown by quarterback Steve 
McNair, who was trying to lead his team to a game-tying touch-
down. Lewis returned the interception 50 yards for a game-clinch-
ing touchdown.

JAN. 28, 2001:  
AN MVP PERFORMANCE
Lewis earned Defensive Player of the Year honors in 

2000, and he carried that into the Ravens’ playoff run, during 
which the team allowed just 23 points in four games and beat the 
New York Giants in Super Bowl XXXV. Lewis won Super Bowl 
MVP with a performance that included tipping a second quarter 
pass by Giants quarterback Kerry Collins, which led to an inter-
ception by Ravens linebacker Jamie Sharper.

NOV. 4, 2001:  
MAKING A BUS STOP
Lewis played the Pittsburgh Steelers twice a year -- 

and sometimes thrice -- throughout his career. Hall of Fame run-
ning back Jerome Bettis, who played for the Steelers from 1996-

2005, was one of Lewis’ chief adversaries. In the first quarter of a 
13-10 Ravens win, Pittsburgh quarterback Kordell Stewart threw 
a screen pass to Bettis, nicknamed “The Bus” for his size and style 
of running. Bettis barreled ahead for 4 yards but was stopped in 
his tracks by Lewis. “Whoa, that’s big-time,” color commentator 
Dan Dierdorf said on the CBS telecast. “You don’t see The Bus go 
backwards like that very often.”

SEPT. 30, 2002:  
A RAVEN KICK-SIX
The Ravens held a 24-3 lead against the Denver Bron-

cos in a “Monday Night Football” contest when the Broncos sent 
out kicker Jason Elam for a 57-yard field goal attempt with one 
second left in the first half. Ravens cornerback Chris McAlister 
fielded Elam’s kick, which fell short. McAlister brought it out 
of the end zone and was sprung by a vicious but clean block by 
Lewis on the Broncos’ Keith Burns. McAlister ran 107 yards for a 
touchdown. The Ravens won, 34-23.

DEC. 3, 2007:  
A HEAVY HEART
The Ravens played an undefeated New England Pa-

triots team shortly after former University of Miami and Wash-
ington Redskins safety Sean Taylor was killed in November 2007. 
ESPN caught what Lewis told safety Ed Reed and running back 
Willis McGahee -- all former Hurricanes -- before the game. “Sean 
is the only thing we’re playing for tonight, you understand that? 
It’s not a game, this is family right now, and one of our brothers 
has gone home to rest,” Lewis said. “Let’s send him home right, 
not by the outcome of the game but by how you play the game.”

SEPT. 21, 2008:  
CLEANING OUT WINSLOW
Though the Ravens beat the Cleveland Browns, 28-10, 

to improve to 2-0 to begin the 2008 season, they were behind, 10-7, 
at halftime. Lewis provided the needed spark early in the third 
quarter. Browns quarterback Derek Anderson tried to fit a pass 
in to tight end Kellen Winslow II, who was met by Lewis as the 
ball arrived. The ball popped up in the air and was intercepted by 
McAlister, setting up the Ravens deep in Cleveland territory and 
triggering a 21-point third quarter by Baltimore.

JAN. 10, 2009:  
‘A TITANIC COLLISION’
The Ravens beat the Tennessee Titans, 13-10, in the 

divisional round of the playoffs following the 2008 season. With 
the score tied at seven and the Titans facing a third-and-10 from 
their own 1-yard line, quarterback Kerry Collins found fullback 
Ahmard Hall in the flat for a first down. But Hall paid the price, 
losing his helmet due to a huge hit by Lewis. CBS play-by-play 
man Greg Gumbel called it “a titanic collision.”

 SEPT. 20, 2009:  
UNPLUGGING THE CHARGERS
The Ravens beat the San Diego Chargers, 31-26, 

during the 2009 season. The Chargers faced a fourth-and-
short from the Ravens’ 15-yard line with 37 seconds left. San 
Diego quarterback Philip Rivers handed off to running back 
Darren Sproles, who was immediately met by Lewis. “That’s 
not the defense, that’s not the call,” Ravens head coach John 
Harbaugh said on “The Ray Lewis Coaching Tree.” “He’s run-
ning through the A-gap and hitting Sproles in the backfield 4 
yards deep because he’s got four or five tips, he knows what 
play’s coming.”

JAN. 10, 2010:  
SACKING BRADY
Lewis faced New England Patriots quarterback Tom 

Brady three times in the playoffs, beating him twice. One was 
a 33-14, wild card win in Foxborough, Mass., after the 2009 sea-
son. Lewis sacked Brady on the Patriots’ first play from scrim-
mage after the Ravens went up 14-0. The sack, which came on a 
Lewis blitz that overwhelmed Patriots running back Laurence 
Maroney, was part of swarming defensive effort by the Ravens.

SEPT. 13, 2010:  
KELLER PARALLEL
The Ravens opened the 2010 season with a 10-9 win 

against the Jets in New York. Jets quarterback Mark Sanchez 
tried to hit tight end Dustin Keller over the middle of the 
field to get a game-winning drive going, but Lewis delivered a 
monster hit to Keller as the tight end began to lose the ball. 
Keller’s body was momentarily parallel to the ground. “The 
master of disaster, 15 years he’s been lighting people up over 
the middle,” color commentator Jon Gruden said on ESPN’s 
telecast. “And a perfectly clean hit,” added fellow broadcaster 
Ron Jaworski.

JAN. 6, 2013:  
FINAL HOME GAME
Baltimore’s 24-9 win against the Indianapolis Colts 

in the wild card round following the 2012 season was Lewis’ last 
game at M&T Bank Stadium. Lewis performed his last pre-game 
“squirrel dance” and was on the field for the final play of the 
game, a kneel-down by the Ravens quarterback Joe Flacco to run 
out the clock. Lewis also took a lap around the stadium after the 
game to acknowledge fans. “I had nothing planned today at all,” 
Lewis said after the game. “My total focus was to come in and 
play my heart out and get my team a win. Everything else just 
came with it.”

FEB. 3, 2013:  
GOAL-LINE STAND
The Ravens’ 34-31 win against the San Francisco 

49ers in Super Bowl XLVII required a dramatic goal-line 
stand. Down by five, the 49ers had a first-and-goal from the 
Ravens’ 7-yard line with 2:39 to go in regulation. It eventu-
ally became fourth-and-goal from the five, and a blitz helped 
force a wayward pass by 49ers quarterback Colin Kaepernick 
to receiver Michael Crabtree. “The final series of Ray Lewis’ 
career was a goal-line stand to win the Lombardi Trophy,” 
Harbaugh said after the game. “Ray said it on the podium: 
How could it be any other way than that?” •

BEST RAY LEWIS 
MOMENTS

[ by luke jackson  |  pressbox is available every month on the 15th  ]
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As Ray Lewis prepares to 

take his place in the Pro 

Football Hall of Fame, 

teammates, coaches, 

opponents, family  

and members of 

the media 

reflect 

on the 

legacy of the 

legendary Ravens 

linebacker with their 

favorite memories and 

never-before-heard stories.
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TEAMMATES

O.J.  Brigance
Written for PressBox

O.J. Brigance, a special teams ace on the Ravens’ first Super Bowl 
team, has worked in the team’s front office since 2004.

When I think about Ray Lewis, I think of three words: 
passionate, persistent and performer. Many have witnessed 
his talent on the football field, but I have had the distinct 
honor to get to know him as a man and friend. To finally see 
him inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame, is not only 
warranted, but well deserved! Despite the many circumstances 
that tried to derail Ray from his destiny, he persisted. 

I have never been around someone more passionate 
about being the best at his craft than Lew. The difference 
between being average and being great is your willingness 
to sacrifice what you want to do to be who you want to be. 
He constantly sacrificed and pushed himself to greatness. 
There was no one who watched more film, worked out 
harder or was a better leader than Ray. 

Back in 2000, it was my first season with the Ravens. I 
recall every Friday, Ray would gather the entire defense to 
watch film. Between Ray and Rod Woodson, they would 
go through all our defensive calls for that week as we 
watched film. He was meticulous in his preparation. Ray 
made everyone better around him. 

The greatest memory that I have about Lew was when I 
was first diagnosed with ALS in 2007. I only had one request 
from my family and friends: Don’t treat me any differently 
than you always have. When I told the team about my 
diagnosis in 2008, he was one of the first ones to come by 
my office and let me know that nothing has changed. He 
would continue to joke around like we always have. He has 
remained true to his word to this very day! When we see 
each other, we immediately go at it like two brothers. What 
many may not know about Ray Lewis is that he is a man of 
great compassion. But don’t ever mistake his kindness for 
weakness. On Sundays, there was no one who played the 
linebacker position any better than 52! 

Trent Dilfer
As told to Glenn Clark

Trent Dilfer played quarterback on the  
2000 Super Bowl-winning Ravens and worked alongside  

Ray Lewis as a commentator for ESPN.

We all have great stories of our time with Ray as a player, 
but I’ve had even better experiences with him off the field. 
I’d consider him one of my closest friends. I can’t wait for 
the Hall of Fame ceremonies this summer.
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Working with him at ESPN, we traveled together. So 
we were not just on set together, but we’re traveling on 
airplanes and staying at hotels. 

But my favorite thing with Ray is -- and we almost made a 
TV show about this -- was how we would watch the games. 
We would sit on Jon Gruden’s bus to watch the “Monday 
Night Football” games. Ray would sit at this kind of high 
table in front of the TV, and we would eat our food, and then 
I would go to the front of the bus to lie down on like a couch 
to watch on another TV because I had bad knees. I would 
purposely mess with Ray and always take the opposite 
team he was rooting for. So, if he was going for the Eagles 
one night and they were playing the Packers, I’d be all over 
the Packers, and I would taunt him from the front of bus, 
and he would scream at me from the back of bus. 

Then when a play would happen on his side, he’d run 
forward to the front of the bus and talk trash, and when 
a play happened for me, I’d run to the back of the bus 
and talk trash. By the fourth quarter, as we’re getting ready 
to go out to do the postgame show, we would inevitably 
end up sitting right next to each other in the last moments 
of the game. And this game meant nothing to us; it was 
just a random game that we had to talk about on the air 
for ESPN. But you would have thought we were playing in 
a life-or-death chess match. You would have thought we 
were playing the most competitive game you’ve ever seen 
one-on-one, and it was just simply me antagonizing him 
every week taking the other side of a game. 

It was classic. We would have the rest of the people 
working on “Monday Night Football” dying. And then we’d 
go out to the set, and it would always carry over to the 
postgame show. There were always these subtle little jokes 
about what happened on the bus, because the times on 
the bus were epic. They’re my favorite moments with Ray. 
We still giggle about it today. Maybe I didn’t paint that 
picture clearly enough, but it was just like hanging out with 
your best friend talking trash during a football game times 
a thousand.

Qadry Ismail
As told to Glenn Clark

Qadry Ismail played wide receiver for the Ravens from 1999-2001.

I’d just come off of playing the Pittsburgh Steelers and had 
a career game, where I caught six passes for 258 yards and 
three touchdowns. It was one of the all-time greatest games in 
NFL history; I think it was like top-six at the time. I get into the 
locker room and guys are like, “Yo, that’s No. 87 Qadry Ismail, 
OK, we’ve got a guy that we can rely upon.”

So we’re playing the Cincinnati Bengals the next home 
game, and the offense is being introduced. I’m the last guy 
out, and sure enough, Ray, before he goes on the field with 

the defense, he just comes up to me. And I was looking 
straight ahead, and he just turns with the intensity in his eyes 
and he just simply says, “You do what you do.” And he just 
ran out onto the field. For the leader of the team to validate 
me as his teammate, it meant a lot. And it just set the tone 
for me, as far as just being a Baltimore Raven. And so from 
that point forward, I wound up having another good game, 
had like three games in a row where I really put together a 
good run of stats and we were winning games, but it was the 
start of something. That was 1999, and obviously, the next 
year, we went on to win the Super Bowl. But to be the go-to 
wide receiver, I knew that I had to do something to establish 
myself. And I did, and it was validated by the leader of the 
team in Ray Lewis.

Brad Jackson
As told to Glenn Clark

Brad Jackson played linebacker for the Ravens from 1999-2001.

Leading up into the Super Bowl, the NFL, being the NFL, 
sent Ray and the team a letter saying that if he did the 
dance during the Super Bowl, he was going to be fined X 
amount of dollars. So, leading up to the Super Bowl, until 
the couple days prior, he would talk to us linebackers, and 
he just didn’t know. “Should I do the dance? Should I not 
do the dance?” So our true leaders that we had -- the Tony 
Siragusas, the Rob Burnetts -- everybody said they would 
chip in and help pay the fine because it was important.

We already were confident. Brian Billick told us leading 
up to the Denver game, the wild-card game at home, 
the first playoff game in Ravens history, that if we beat 
Denver, we would be World Champions. Brian was full of 
bravado; that was one thing that made us a great defense 
and a championship team, he let us be us. He always said, 
“Express yourself, do whatever you want, as long as you 
don’t hurt the team, do not be the weak link.”

So literally, Super Bowl Sunday, we still don’t know, like, 
“OK, we’re going to pay for Ray’s fine.” So we come in, we 
go out for warm-ups and come back in, we do our usual 
routine, everybody takes a knee, we do the Lord’s Prayer. 
Brian gets up, and he says a few words, and he says typical 
Brian stuff, and I’ll never forget he was like, “Men, they 
don’t know how fast and how physical and violent we are. 
Show them right from the beginning.” Brian turns to go 
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A little bit hype, you know, “Let’s go guys! Let’s go!” And in 
typical Brian Billick fashion, he turns around and he says, 
“Ray -- I’ll pay the fine; do the effing dance.” And the roof 
came off the locker room. We’ve all seen Ray do the dance 
throughout years; he would always do the dance and then 
he’d run down into the gauntlet where the players were 
always waiting. If you go back and watch the replay, you’re 
going to see players start running back toward Ray at the 
tunnel, and he and I have always talked about this, that he 
has never hit the squirrel as hard as he did on Super Bowl 
Sunday in 2001.

Jarret Johnson
As told to Glenn Clark

Jarret Johnson played linebacker for the Ravens from 2001-2011.

During lunch at training camp, they make the rookies stand 
up and say their name, school, signing bonus deal, sing a song, 
whatever. And I’m nervous, so I stand up and I’m like, “Hey, I’m 
Jarrett Johnson, University of Alabama, defensive tackle.”

Then, from the back of the room Ray goes, “You play what?” 
And I was like, “Uh, what?” He goes, “What position did you 
say you play?” I was like, “I’m a defensive tackle.” He’s like, 
“Defensive tackle!?!” And he picks up his tray, slams it on the 
table, gets up and walks out. 

I felt like I wanted to quit. I was like, oh my god, future Hall of 
Famer, league MVP hates me because I don’t know why. 

I later found out that Ray liked big defensive tackles and 
was always jockeying for big defensive tackles. But what’s 
interesting is their plan was not to play me at defensive tackle, 
their plan was for me to be a SAM (strong outside linebacker). 
And I ended up being a huge SAM and had a great career 
defending Ray from fullbacks and guards and whatever. But it 

was definitely a welcome-to-the-NFL moment.
We became really tight, we ended up being good friends, 

but he was not a fan of me being a defensive tackle. I know 
to fans and people around the league, Ray’s one of the few 
players who carries a super hero image. We jokingly called him 
Achilles, but to us he really was. He was an unbelievable leader, 
extremely smart. If he told us to do it, we freaking did it. The 
fact that he’s going to the Hall of Fame, I can tell my kids that I 
had the opportunity to play with one of the greatest. 

Michael McCrary
As told to Glenn Clark

Michael McCrary played defensive end for the  
Ravens from 1997-2002.

We played Tennessee in 2001. And obviously, the Titans were 
our main competition, so it was an extremely physical game. 
It was banging heads. It was on “Monday Night Football,” and 
Tennessee ran a play, it was the last play of the game and 
somehow there was a penalty. And the refs said we’re going to 
do the play over. There’s zero time on the clock, and the ball was 
on like the 3-yard line or 2-yard line -- something crazy. And we 
were winning the game, but if they scored, they won the game. 

And I remember clearly the intensity of the moment. A lot of 
guys back there would be screaming and hollering, making all 
types of noise. But I remember clearly, we went in the huddle, 
Ray called the play and everybody looked at each other. Just 
these eyes, and Ray just looked at everybody with just intensity. 
There were no words that were spoken. 

I looked at Ray, our eyes connected. We just looked at each 
other and kind of slightly nodded, like we knew exactly what we 
had to do. And that’s what was so amazing about it. You have a 
moment like that, there’s so much intensity; everything is riding 
on one play. I think people dream to be in this situation where one 
play decides the game. And the Titans are right there. They’ve got 
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Eddie George, a really good running back at the time, a power 
back. So 3 yards was nothing, especially with Steve McNair at 
quarterback; he was larger than I was. 

I’ll never forget that moment, Ray and I looked at each other, 
and it was like you were able to communicate through your eyes. 
It was just a very special moment.

After we stopped them, the whole defense was insanity. And 
we busted the play on that play, but we were so good and we 
were so fast, other players were able to make up for it. It was 
just really special. And normally they would get that all day long. 
Maybe it was a yard, something insane because Tennessee was 
so powerful up front with McNair and Eddie George back there. 
So a lot of power, such a short distance to go, everything on the 
line. And the moment right before it happened, just to be able 
to communicate with no words was special. Never done that 
before like that. Never felt like that in a situation like that. 

It was a very special team. I feel blessed to be a part of a 
group like that. 

Haloti  Ngata
As told to Glenn Clark

Haloti Ngata played defensive tackle for the 
Ravens from 2006-2014.

I was obviously star-struck when I met Ray. You’ve watched Ray 
Lewis. You think of linebackers, you think of Ray Lewis. I didn’t 
know what to say, what to expect. And he comes up to me and 
I said, “Mr. Lewis, how are you doing?” And he was like, “First of 
all, please don’t call me Mr. Lewis. I’m Ray.” And then he gave me 
some pointers on how to get quicker feet and jump roping and 
stuff. I was like, “Oh, that’s cool.” It kind of broke the ice and then 
it kind of calmed me down a little bit -- because I saw him as 
this awesome, amazing athlete and linebacker. For him to give me 
pointers, I was like, “Oh, we’re teammates.” He’s not a regular guy, 
but he’s there to help you out and help you be better. So I was like, 

“Oh, this is cool.” So I relaxed, and I could just be me around him.
I remember my first training camp. I messed up on a play and 

I was like, “Dang,” so I stopped. I didn’t pursue to the ball or 
anything, and Ray was like, “No matter what, if you mess up, just 
run to the ball. The more people we get there, the better.” So I 
was like, “Oh, OK.” So it’s like, no matter what … I could just work 
with Ray, lean on Ray to kind of show me the way.

There are times in games where it didn’t matter what the 
defensive play call was. And this happened earlier in my career. 
It’s just, if Ray had a feeling or an instinct of like, “OK, I’m going to 
hit this,” he would say a word to me like, “Stay front side,” or, “Stay 
back side.” That’s when I knew. I was kind of like, “OK, Ray has 
seen something, so I’m going to abort whatever I’m supposed 
to do defensively and let Ray do it.” That’s how it worked. And 
then we kind of just figured it out where we didn’t need to say as 
many words or he’d just give me a tap or I just knew already. So 
we just created that relationship.

Jonathan Ogden
As told to PressBox

Jonathan Ogden and Ray Lewis were both drafted by the  
Ravens during the first round of the 1996 NFL Draft --  

Ogden at No. 4 and Lewis at No. 26. Ogden played his entire  
12-year career with Baltimore and was inducted into the  

Pro Football Hall of Fame in 2013.

My first memory of interacting with Ray was right after we were 
drafted. We were in Westminster, Md., in a hotel. We were on the 
road, being roommates and just talking about what we wanted to do 
and how we wanted to try to bring Baltimore a title. We talked about 
how we wanted, first of all, to bring respectability and eventually 
wanted to become one of the best franchises in the NFL. 

When did I know how great Ray was? I don’t know if there was 
really one moment. It was just the consistency. The way week 
in, week out he would show up and make plays and be in the 
right spot. And how he became the leader of that defense and 
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how you could just see how the veteran players really started 
to respect him really early on, even as a rookie, but really in 
that second year and third year in particular. So it wasn’t one 
moment, it was just a whole bunch of things. 

It’s just been great to have played alongside Ray. We both had 
similar passions. His was more outward, but it was just great to 
know that there’s a guy who was on my team who I could look 
to, who other guys could look to, to really help get us emotionally 
where we needed to be. And that was really huge, because I 
was the opposite. I was the quiet leader, and Ray was the vocal 
leader. And it really worked well.   

Trevor Pryce
As told to Glenn Clark

Trevor Pryce played defensive end/tackle for the 
Ravens from 2006-2010.

The first time I heard about Ray Lewis I was in college at the 
University of Michigan.

But before that, in Florida, there was something called the 
Florida-Georgia game, which was basically the Under Armour All-
America Game. 

I was selected for the Florida-Georgia game my senior year in 
high school, and all the kids that played for the state of Florida 
were basically the best kids in the country, and Ray wasn’t there. 
So I remember this guy and that guy, including this guy named 
James Burgess from Miami.

Later, I am at study hall at the University of Michigan, and being 
the only kid from Florida on the team, my roommate is raving 
about some kid who plays for Miami who plays linebacker. And 
I’m like, “Oh, that’s James Burgess.” And my roommate says, “No, 
that ain’t his name.” And I’m like, “No, it’s James Burgess.” And 
again he’s like, “No, that’s not the kid’s name.”

Well, come to find out it’s some kid named Ray Lewis. He was a 
freshman like me, and I had never heard of him. He wasn’t on the 
Florida-Georgia team; he wasn’t one of those kids or whatever. 
Later, I watched some of a Miami game on TV, and lo and behold 
I watch this kid play linebacker who was from Florida. And a lot of 
the kids from that part of the country all kind of know each other 
or have heard or each other, but I had never heard of him. So I am 
watching him play and I’m like, “No, no, that’s not James Burgess.”

That was the first time I saw Ray. It wouldn’t be the last, but that 
was the first time I saw or heard of him. I was a freshman linebacker, 
too, but I was not that. I was like, “This kid’s a freshman, holy shit.”

Ed Reed
As told to Glenn Clark

Ed Reed played safety for the Ravens from 2002–2012.

I know one of the first times I hung out with him, he was having 
his birthday party at his house. It was a very nice party, and they 

had a bunch of people there. I can’t remember half the celebrities 
that were there. I wasn’t even in the league, I wasn’t even drafted. 
I was visiting Baltimore at the time, and Ray told me, “Hey man, 
I’m having a party, you should come by.” And I wind up going over 
there. It was a great party, though. I do remember the end of that 
night, I’m leaving, and he and I are sitting in his living room right 
by his front door, and we’re just chopping it up, talking. And he 
was like, “What do you want from this? What are you looking for 
from the league, from football?” And basically, I was like, “I want 
it all. I want a championship, it’s the ultimate goal. I won one in 
college, and that was the ultimate.” And he was like, “Just do the 
little things. Drink water, drink gallons of water, make sure you’re 
getting your rest, make sure you’re taking care of your body and 
you’re eating right, and you’ll have a career.” Twelve years later, he 
and I stuck to the plan, worked out together all offseason and all 
that type of stuff -- and we won back-to-back Defensive Players 
of the Year. And there’s a reason why. It’s because I listened to him 
and put that work in.

Shannon Sharpe
As told to Glenn Clark

Shannon Sharpe played tight end for the Ravens from 2000–2001 
and was inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 2011.

Ray gives me a lot of credit for helping him along the way. 
All I did was turn on Ray Lewis’ GPS. He knew how to drive; 
he knew where he wanted to go.

When he was going through his ordeal in Atlanta, I lived 
in Atlanta, and I would pick him up every day after court. 
We’d go work out together. Then he came to stay with me in 
my basement. So we ran together, we lifted together, we ate 
together, and we talked many a night in my kitchen about 
what he wanted to do. He was asking me for the best way 
I thought he should go about it. And I just gave him how I 
thought he should do certain things. I said, “At the end of the 
day, you’re a grown man, but I’m just telling you what I think 
and how I think it would play out best for you.”

When he came to stay with me in 2000, he had an idea, he 
told me what he wanted to do, and I just explained to him how 
I thought he should map it out, and he did the rest. I couldn’t 
run for Ray, I couldn’t lift for Ray, I couldn’t eat for Ray. But just 
to see how he put his nose down and said, “OK, this is what I’m 
going to do; this is who I want to be.” And to see everything that 
he thought he could be come to fruition, it’s just unbelievable.

I’m a firm believer if you’re mentoring someone, the mentor 
is only as good as the person being mentored. So for me, he 
made my job easy because he heeded some of the advice 
that I gave him, and he did it the right way. It gets overlooked 
what type of person Ray is. There’s nothing that he wouldn’t 
do for you. He was a great teammate.

The No. 1 thing when you think about Ray, you think about 
passion. Because that’s the way he played the game. That’s 
how he approaches everything. I’m incredibly happy for what 
he accomplished, but I’m happier for the man he became 
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and the way he conducted himself. It could have gone a lot 
of different ways, but that’s not the path or the life that he 
wanted. He realized that he could be so much more. And I 
really appreciate him for allowing me to be a part of it. The 
greatest middle linebacker to ever play the game, and I get 
an opportunity to say I played with him.  

Duane Starks
As told to Glenn Clark

Duane Starks and Ray Lewis were teammates at the  
University of Miami. Starks played cornerback for the  

Ravens from 1998-2001.

I used to do a charity event every year. So I ended up going 
out and buying a jet ski because I used to have a jet ski party. 
Ray came down, and he’s like, “Man, I’m going to buy one, 
too.” So he came in and bought a jet ski. First day out on the 
jet skis, we’re doing tricks, and then Ray tries to do a trick and 
wrecks his jet ski on the first day. He tried to do one of those 
hook slides and ran into another jet ski. He got off that jet ski 
and never got back on. He left the jet ski with me, so I ended 
up with two jet skis for the price of one.

We were teammates at Miami. We played the 1995 season 
together. I ended up redshirting that year, but we were on the 
same team playing and practicing together. And my rookie 
year, once I got my contract done, Ray took me in. Ray made 
me his roommate, and it’s great that he did that because I 
held out for two weeks. So while they were all practicing, Ray 
was like, “Nah, I don’t want any other roommate, I got my man 
coming.” So when I got there, he just took me in and we were 
roommates throughout the rest of training camp.

It meant a lot to me because he gave me a lot of praise 
when I was in practice and definitely spoke up for me, being 
that I was coming from the University of Miami. I felt like I had 
something to prove, not only to myself, but I didn’t want to let 
him down. He’s doing the trash talking for me; I don’t have to 
say a word. I just get behind him and do what I’ve got to do. 
That was motivation in itself, just having a guy like that.

Matt Stover
As told to Glenn Clark

Matt Stover was the Ravens’ kicker from 1996-2008.

One of my things that I remember vividly is when he was a 
rookie. Most rookies come in, and they’re a rookie. OK, great, 
you’re first-rounders, so what? Let’s see what you can do. This 
guy came in, and I saw people that were veterans and had 
immediately looked at him as a leader on the team. Mind you, 
we were a brand new team. And there was some leadership 
that came with the Browns, but this guy had that persona about 
him that just commanded it. He didn’t demand it -- there’s a 
difference. His personality and the way he handled himself and 
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the way he played commanded it. It was awesome to watch. I 
had never been around that in my life on a field where one of 
your players stands out dramatically above everyone with his 
ability to lead. And coming from me, that’s a lot. I played 20 
years. The second one would be Peyton Manning.

In 2003, we had had the youngest NFL team ever 
assembled on the field. And we got out on the field the first 
game, and he got everybody in the huddle, and it sent chills 
up my spine at the time and still does when I talk about it. 
His words were, “Match me and we’ll win.” He’s not telling 
everybody to go do something, he’s telling them to follow 
me, and if you follow me and do what I say, play like I play, 
we will win. And it was like, “Holy crap.” I’ve never seen that. 
That’s like a king out there saying, “I’m not only going to lead 
you guys, I’m going to show you. Let’s go. And I’m going to 
fight out there with you.” And we went to the playoffs that 
year. And that was because of him. 

Adalius Thomas
As told to Glenn Clark

Adalius Thomas played defensive end/linebacker  
for the Ravens from 2000-2006.

His intensity and his passion for the game were very 
significant in his development as a player. He was a leader 
on the field. He was a student of the game. The system was 
designed for him to be a tackling machine, which he was. 
The underlying thing was his leverage and his ability to 
understand leverage from wrestling. From when he wrestled 
in high school, he had the great ability to be very explosive 
on contact. Whether it was Jerome Bettis or a wide receiver 
coming through, he had the ability to impose his will on you. 
As a player, he intimidated people coming across the middle.

But he also had a passion for kids. He loved kids. We’ve been 
out before and he’s given a kid money to go buy himself shoes or 
whatever it may be. I can’t remember exactly how it came about, 
but the kid came back and said his mom took the money that 
Ray gave to him -- and Ray didn’t know the kid or anything like 
that. We might have been in Miami, and it was a random kid and 
he came up and said something about shoes or something like 
that, and Ray gave him a $100 bill to go buy shoes or whatever it 
was. So I think that he does have a passion for kids.

Rod Woodson
As told to Glenn Clark

Rod Woodson played defensive back for the Ravens from  
1998-2001 and was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 2009. 

My third year in Baltimore is when everything clicked for 
Ray, but that’s also when he got in that trouble [in Atlanta] 
that previous summer. I always equate that the genesis of 
his greatness happened at that moment. And what I mean 
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by that is he was broken. He already had the talent and the 
desire, but he had to separate himself from people who he 
thinks are friends and [understand] who we know are friends 
and will have our back no matter what. 

The years following [Atlanta] are when I heard Ray speak to his 
teammates with that passion and compassion. That moment is 
when I think Ray Lewis became the dominant player. Also you 
have to remember his big moment was when we played the 
Tennessee Titans [in the 2000 playoffs], and he intercepted that 
pass that bounced off Eddie George and took it the distance. 
That was his breakout moment -- he had other moments leading 
up to that -- but his breakout moment when you talk about big 
players making big plays in big games. That was his play. 

But the moment happened before that -- during the 
summer before then when all that stuff happened with Ray. 
He persevered through all that, but it galvanized who he is 
and what he really believes in: his family, his kids and his 
community. He realized what was important to him, and he 
was not going to teeter from that anymore or ever again. Not 
saying he did before, but sometimes you can lose focus a 
little bit, but he never lost focus after that. That’s when his 
greatness started, and he just got better and better and faster 
and quicker -- not physically but mentally. … People don’t 
like to bring up what happened in Atlanta, but before that 
Ray played well -- he was the leading tackler on the team. 
And then that happened, and to me, that was the moment 
he focused in on what was really important and he became, 
arguably, the best middle linebacker to ever don a uniform -- 
and one of the best friends. 

COACHES/
FRONT OFFICE

Dennis Erickson
As told to Glenn Clark

Dennis Erickson was the head football coach at the  
University of Miami during Ray Lewis’ first two years.

I think the biggest thing was Ray and my son, Bryce, were 
good friends. So, Ray would come to our house a lot, and I 
remember playing basketball with him outside on the little 
hoop we had, and I remember him going up and dunking. It 
just kind of shows what kind of an athlete he was, but I did 
want to tell you it was only an 8-foot basket. I tell him not to get 
too excited about that.

But on the football field, he played with great enthusiasm, he 
was a leader. When you come in as a freshman, it’s kind of hard 
to play really early, but he did, and he kind of came in and took 
over the leadership on defense and things like that. 

The first time we scrimmaged, he just made plays. He was a 
great player because of instinct. I mean he obviously had some 
qualities athletically -- he could run and all that stuff -- but he just 
had an instinct. I remember the first time he got in a scrimmage; 
he made all kinds of tackles. It was kind of amazing to all of us. We 
had a lot of good players in those days, but he just jumped out.

 

J
O

U
R

N
E

Y
 TO

 C
A

N
TO

N



26  |  JUNE/JULY 2018  |    |  PRESSBOXSPORTS  |  @PRESSBOXONLINE @PRESSBOXONLINE  |  PRESSBOXSPORTS  |    |  JUNE/JULY 2018  |  27

 

J
O

U
R

N
E

Y
 T

O
 C

A
N

TO
N His instinct, that’s what made him a great player in college and 

then obviously a Hall of Famer in the National Football League. 
If you’re going to say one thing about Ray it was toughness, 
but also his instinct to get to the football and knowing what 
was going on. That’s why he played so long.

Ernest Joe
As told to Glenn Clark

Ernest Joe was Ray Lewis’ high school football coach  
at Kathleen High School in Lakeland, Fla.

As a coach, you build a relationship with the kids who come 
out and sweat blood and tears for you. You try to show them the 
right way in life, and you try to be a role model for them. As Ray 
got older, he would text me back and say, “Pops” this and “Pops” 
that. I knew he looked up to me, but I didn’t really realize that 
until he left for college, and he would refer to me as “Poppa.” So 
that just made me feel that if I called, he would listen. It makes 
you feel good when the young folks look up to you like that. That 
means that you did have an impact on their lives.  

… I remember it was 11 o’clock at night when I got the call 
that Ray had been arrested, and it was the next day when he 
called and reached out to me. I told him before we talked, I 
said, “Let’s pray.” Before we even have a first conversation, let’s 
just pray. We prayed and I said, “Now, you need to tell me what 
happened.” And he -- he didn’t go into much detail -- but he 
said, “Coach, I’m telling you, I didn’t do it.” And I just told him to 
hang in there, and I told him I was on my way. I wanted to see 
him, and I wanted to look into his eyes. That was tough for me 
to see him behind bars. I was talking to him, and I looked right 
at him and he said, “I didn’t do it.” It was like seeing your child 
locked up. It was tough. It was like losing your child -- seeing 
him behind bars and thinking he was gone forever.

He did change his life after that. I think he had too many 
hangers-on and he was blessed to come out.

Greg Mattison
As told to Glenn Clark

Greg Mattison was the Ravens’ linebackers coach in 2008  
and the defensive coordinator from 2009-2010. 

As a coach, I’ve always liked to communicate with my guys, 
like say, “Good job, take a step more to the left,” or “Good job, 
come off the ball better,” that kind of thing. 

I remember standing there watching Ray my first season, 
and there’s nothing I could say. I kept thinking, “God, I don’t like 
this.” I’m sitting there like I’m a mute. I would watch Ray, and 
then Ray would be standing there, and the things we would 
talk about in the meeting, he would be telling the defensive line 
-- “The play’s coming over here,” or, “The play’s coming over 
there,” or something. 

We were in practice, and finally, Ray came up to me after 
practice. And I loved Ray; he was such a great person. He 
came up to me and he said, “Coach, is there anything you see 
that you think you could help me with?” I’m thinking, “Oh, my 
God. Ray Lewis is asking me right now, he’s the best linebacker 
ever to play the game of football, and he’s going to ask me this 
question.” And I said, “Yeah, as a matter of fact, Ray, there is.” 
And he looked at me and I said, “Ray, every time I’ve watched 
you now, your feet have gotten so wide that every time you’re 
stepping to the right or left, you false step. You step underneath 
yourself.” After I said it, I went, “Oh no, what did I just do?” And 
so he looked at me like I had six heads, and he goes, “Coach, 
thank you. Wow, thank you.” And so anyhow, I was walking away 
and I’m thinking, “Oh, man.” I mean, I just got done telling Ray 
Lewis football stuff like a young rookie. 

He comes back the next day, and practice is ready to start 
and he comes up to me with all kinds of excitement, and he 
said, “Coach, I can’t believe it. I went home, I put on practice 
tape through about the last month, and I watched it. I can’t 
believe I’ve been false stepping on all these plays.” I was like, 
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“Oh God, thank God.” And he goes, “I can’t thank you enough. 
Can we stay after and practice stepping?” And the guy’s played 
15 years now or something like that. He says, “Coach, can we 
stay after and practice this?” I walked off that practice field, 
and I said, “This guy truly is the best linebacker that’s ever 
played the game.”

Mike Nolan
As told to Glenn Clark

Mike Nolan was the Ravens’ defensive coordinator from 2002–2004.

I was a long-time coordinator in the league, and Ray’s the 
only player that I have ever given the opportunity to shake off a 
call that I made during a game. 

The deal was I would watch him closely from the box, and 
when I sent the call in to Rex Ryan, if Ray didn’t want the call, 
he would just shake, and I’d see him shake or wave his hand 
and that would mean, “I want a different call.” And Ray would 
take advantage of it maybe three to six times a game.

The reason I let him shake off calls was not only because 
Ray was a great player. That was really not the point; there are 
a lot of great players out there. But Ray studied the opponents 
so well and had such a good feel for what an opponent was 
going to do. So the work that he put into it made me very 
comfortable with him calling plays. 

I don’t know of a coordinator in the league that has ever 
done that or does it, and it’s the only time I ever did it. 

People know about Ray on the field, but there was never 
an easier guy to coach from that standpoint. And even 
when he disagreed with something, he just had a way about 
saying, “Coach, I don’t think that’s going to work.” And you 
had so much confidence and trust in him, you would listen 
to him. I mean, some guys say stuff like that, and they’re only 
saying it because they’re not getting to shine. Ray was the 
most unselfish player I’ve ever been around. I mean, even 

when it came to blitzing, a lot of times he’d say, “Coach, let 
the other guys blitz, and I’ll just clean it up.” He told me that 
many times. 

The season I took over as defensive coordinator -- I had 
been the wide receivers coach the year before -- was the year 
they kind of pillaged everybody from the Super Bowl season. 
It was two years later. So in the process, Ray was kind of the 
lone man standing to a large degree.  

So the first day of training camp at McDaniel College, we 
went out to the practice field and ran a drill against the offense. 
The offense ran an end-around sweep, and the guy just kept 
running for about 20 yards. Well, the only guy who chased him 
all the way down the field for 30 yards was Ray. There might 
have been one or two other guys who kind of followed him, but 
that’s not the way they do things there. Everybody finishes on 
the ball. And so there were all these new guys in the huddle 
who had no idea what was expected of them from that regard.

I was standing on the offensive side -- I was actually standing 
right next to Brian Billick. You can see Ray’s one of the only guys 
down there, and you’re thinking, “This isn’t going to go well.”

Well, Ray stopped the whole thing right there. He screamed 
at the defense and said, “Get down here!” And so all the guys 
are kind of looking around like, “What’s going on here?” So 
they see Ray, and they kind of jog and then they sprint and 
they get to him. And when they get to him, he huddles them all 
up, and he just chews their tail out about not getting to the ball. 
And then he says, “We’re doing pushups until I say we’re done.” 

I’m not kidding. And they all hit it, and he got down, and they 
were doing pushups. I looked at Brian Billick, and he looks at 
me and he goes, “Just let him finish what he’s doing. Just let 
him finish.” And I thought, well I’m not about to step in on that 
one because this is unbelievable. 

And then when they popped up and went back, let me 
tell you, from that point forward, it was back to what it was 
before as far as finishing on the ball. And it was an eye-opener 
because it was so obvious that everything just changed.
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Chuck Pagano 
As told to Glenn Clark

Chuck Pagano was the Ravens’ secondary coach from  
2008-2010 and defensive coordinator in 2011.

The 2011 AFC Championship Game -- we had the game won. 
Joe Flacco hits Lee Evans, and we think we have a touchdown, 
but the D-back popped it out at the last second. And then Billy 
Cundiff thinks it’s third down, but it’s fourth down. And so he 
comes trotting out there and shanks that kick to tie it up. And 
we lose the AFC Championship Game. 

We get in that locker room, and John Harbaugh gives his 
remarks. And guys are, I mean, guys are sick. And Ray just said, 
“Hey, look” just like always, one of the most inspirational and 
passionate, straightforward perspective speeches that you’ve 
ever heard about life. He just told the guys, “Keep things in 
perspective, but remember this feeling.” He goes, “Remember 
this feeling right now that you’ve got in the pit of your stomach, 
because we are going to be back here. Same place, same 
time, a year from now. And we’ll get the job done.” 

And don’t you know, he went right back there. And then he 
gets hurt that season, in 2012, when I was with the Colts. He 
comes back, announces “I’m retiring,” and then he comes back 
before the playoffs. He comes back, and they play out their ass 
and win the Super Bowl.

The last memory I’ve got of him on the football field, other 
than watching the Super Bowl and stuff, but seeing it live, 
was him trotting out there when John put him out there [on 
offense] for the last game at M&T, and he put him in the victory 
formation and then he did his Ray Lewis specialty dance. And 
I couldn’t be pissed. I couldn’t be pissed at all because I loved 
the son of a bitch.

Dean Pees
As told to Glenn Clark

Dean Pees was the Ravens' linebackers coach from 
2010-2011 and defensive coordinator from 2012-2017. 

Back in 2012 during our Super Bowl run, we kind of got into 
the playoffs by the skin of our teeth. But we’re in the playoffs 
and we’re getting ready to play Denver [in the AFC Divisional 
playoff game].

So every week on Wednesday morning during the season, 

I would bring four guys into my office, and we would talk about 
the game plan and what we were going to do each week. And 
normally, those four guys were Terrell Suggs, Haloti Ngata, Ed 
Reed and Ray Lewis -- pretty good group. And I would talk 
to them and tell them what I was thinking and what the game 
plan would be, and then I would say, “What do you guys think?” 
And almost every week they would go, “Yeah, coach, I like that; 
I really like that.”

Well, we’re getting ready to play Denver and Peyton Manning, 
and I go through kind of the plan with them, and it’s got a 
little bit of pressure and stuff in there, and I can just see Ray 
squirming a little bit, and he kind of gave me that look and 
didn’t say anything -- he was always very respectful. And I was 
like, “OK, Let’s stop. Obviously, I can tell right now that there’s 
something about this and you guys have already talked. So, 
OK, what do you want to do?”

And Ray goes, “Coach, I’m just telling you we can run such 
and such” and on and on and on. 

So he looks at me, and I say, “OK, Ray. That’s exactly what 
we’re going to do.” And that’s exactly what we did. And we won.

So the next week I said, “Now, this is my week. This is New 
England. I got the game plan this week. I don’t care what you 
guys say.” And he just laughs and says, “Coach, it’s all on you.” 
And we end up shutting New England out in the second half.

Rex Ryan
As told to Glenn Clark

Rex Ryan was the Ravens’ defensive line coach from 1999-2004 
and defensive coordinator from 2005-2008.

We’re having the thud practice. It’s the very first thud practice 
we’ve ever had, and thud means basically you just hit a guy and 
that’s it. You’re not taking anybody to the ground. It’s physical, 
but you’re not taking guys to the ground. And at the time we 
had a running back, a loud-mouthed kid named Errict Rhett. 
He’s just an average guy. But he was running his mouth at the 
defense or whatever, and we’re doing a 9-on-7 drill, which is like 
an inside drill with the D-line and linebackers. The kid comes 
running through there, and Ray hits this guy so hard. It was 
thud, it was just upper body, but he hit him so hard the first 
thing that hit the ground was Errict Rhett’s head. It’s impossible 
to hit a guy this hard, but that was Ray. And the great thing 
is, Brian Billick is the head coach, he comes running over. He 
goes, “That’s a thud period! This is a thud period!” Well, it is a 
thud! It was just such a hit; he had such a strike to him. It was 
awesome. It was just great. That was my first really, “Holy cow, 
this guy’s special.”

I’ve talked about building a tradition on defense, and I’ve 
been around a lot of great defenses, but that was one where 
when we started it -- all that “Play Like a Raven” stuff -- it just 
came to me because I felt that Ray’s pride was like, “Hey, you 
can play for somebody else, but play like a Raven. You’ve got 
to play with everything you have and a passion and pride.” And 
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a lot of that came through Ray. I just coined the phrase “Play 
Like a Raven” and it stuck. To this day it’s still going out there. 
But I got that because of Ray. That’s kind of how I felt about 
him and the pride and everything that I knew he played with. I 
coached with the same kind of pride. People who came in who 
didn’t have that kind of sacrifice, all that kind of stuff, wouldn’t 
fit in well. 

That’s why when people compare him to other linebackers, 
I’m like, “Don’t even put those guys in the same conversation. 
It’s not even close.” He was smart, but the best thing about him 
was, great players make others around them better, and that 
was Ray Lewis. Ray was clearly the best player on the field 
always, but he made players around him better, and he brought 
their level of play and passion, he raised their level. It was just 
an honor and a pleasure to coach him for all those years. A 
once-in-a-lifetime player, and I was just so thankful that I had 
the opportunity to coach him.

Phil  Savage
As told to Glenn Clark

Phil Savage was the Ravens’ director of college scouting from 
1996-2002. He played an important role in the 1996 NFL Draft, 

when the Ravens selected Ray Lewis. 

When we first got to Baltimore in 1996, one of the needs 
we identified ahead of the NFL Draft was a WILL linebacker, 
because we already had Pepper Jones on the team at that 
time. Throughout the meetings in February ahead of the 
NFL Scouting Combine and then when we got back from 
all the Pro Day stuff in early April, the board stacked up with 
Texas A&M linebacker Reggie Brown in that WILL linebacker 
column -- and Ray Lewis was actually in that WILL column, 
as well. 

So that’s how Reggie ended up above Ray in our draft 
preference, because I guess at that moment in time, we 
thought Reggie was a natural fit at WILL, and we were going 
to try to jam Ray next to Pepper Johnson as an adjacent 
linebacker. 

Of course, we got into the draft and the Detroit Lions took 
Reggie Brown, and by the time we got near the bottom of the 
first round, Ray was really one of the few linebackers remaining. 
There were probably five or six of them that we liked, and he 
was the last one that was left, and so that was the choice. I 
mean, we were happy about it, but we had no idea who we had 
just brought onto the team. 

In the meantime, Maxie Baughan was a position coach on 
the team at that time, and he had gone to work Ray out. Maxie 
really enjoyed that workout and enjoyed being with Ray. That 
was sort of the final little period on the end of the sentence 
that kept Ray where he was on the board and in a position 
where we could get him.

If Reggie had been on the board, I’m assuming we would’ve 
taken him because he was definitely above Ray on that front 
board. We had a number of occasions that happened like that 
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through the years where it was like, “What were we thinking?” 
His first weekend in Baltimore, it was rookie minicamp. 

The scouts were assigned to help the strength coach, Jerry 
Simmons, do all the recording. They were going to get a 
baseline. What’s his strength level? And one of the drills was 
a towel pull-up, so they would wrap two towels over a bar and 
then you’d do chin-ups. Obviously, that was something that 
they didn’t do at the Combine or anything. So I guess Jerry 
had a couple little drills or measurements that he wanted. 
And so Lionel Vital, who’s with the Dallas Cowboys now, was 
recording that particular exercise. Ray comes up and kind 
of takes his shirt off and does his arms back and forth and 
says, “Hey, what’s the record?” Lionel said, “We don’t have 
any records, we’re new, we’re the Ravens.” Ray jumped up 
there and knocked out how many ever he did. Lionel came 
upstairs later that afternoon and said, “This guy is going to be 
unreal. He’s just got leadership and passion. This guy’s going 
to be really good.” Lionel just saw that right away.

Mike Singletary
As told to Glenn Clark

Hall of Famer Mike Singletary was the Ravens'  
linebackers coach from 2003-2004.

When I first got the job in Baltimore, I really was not a fan 
of Ray’s. I had seen him play bits and pieces, but he was 
always talking. When I got to Baltimore, I was in the locker 
room, first day, and he came in. He saw me across the locker 
room, and he came over and he said, “Hey, coach. This is 
an answered prayer. Man, I am so thankful that you’re here. 
I want you to teach me everything you know. I want you to 
teach me everything you know about being a great football 
player. I want to be the best football player of all-time. I want 
to be everything. Coach, I want you to teach me everything 
you know about being a man, about being a father. I want to 
know all of that.” 

And this is my first time meeting him. I’m looking at him, and 
I’m like, “Wow.” 

So when I met him for the first time, I thought, “What a guy to 
be so humble and willing to learn and on his journey deciding to 
be the best that he could possibly be.” So that said everything 
to me about him.

I remember one game we were playing, it was a preseason 
game, and I was telling Ray, I said, “Look, you have to not hit 
that guy so hard, but hit him getting to the next guy.” And he 
said, “Coach, you can’t do that.” I’m like, “What do you mean 
‘You can’t do it’? I’m telling you that you can do it.” 

He said, “No, no, I don’t see how you can do that.”
I said, “I’ll tell you what. Tomorrow morning, I’m going to have 

on my pads. Put on your pads, and as a matter of fact, all the 
linebackers are going to have their pads on. We’re going to go 
out there, and I’m going to show you what I’m talking about.” 

So I went out there the next morning, and I did what I was 
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trying to tell him to do. And they just kind of looked at each 
other and go, “OK, OK. You got it.”

But there were not many times that Ray disagreed with me. 
That’s the other thing that was really great about him. He was 
very respectful. I don’t remember a time where we were in an 
argument. We did have maybe two or three where I would just 
say, “OK, Ray, you know what, how about you just be Ray?” He 
knew what I meant by that. Just be Ray. That’s it. Nothing else.

Mike Smith
As told to Glenn Clark

Mike Smith was one of the Ravens’ two defensive  
line coaches, along with Rex Ryan, from 1999-2001.  

He coached the Ravens’ linebackers in 2002.

The thing that I enjoyed was we would game plan on 
Tuesdays for Wednesday’s practices and Thursday. It was 
unbelievable the things that he could bring to you from his 
studying of the game film. He was a master. We would look at 
formations, and he would be looking at more minute things, 
like the stances and the weight. It was just amazing that he 
had that kind of way of looking at it, and he had a special way 
of looking at the game of football. It wasn’t just on the field; it 
was off the field when he was doing his studies. Because he 
was studying as much as the coaches on his day off. That’s 
the thing that sticks out the most.

When you’ve got a great player like that, believe me, as 
coaches, you listen to him. There are very few players like 
Ray Lewis. I’ve never been around a guy that understood and 
saw the game from the perspective that he saw it from. Just 
the perspective that he saw it from was a completely different 
perspective than 99.9 percent of the players that have played 
the game. That’s why he’s a first-ballot Hall of Famer.

OPPONENTS

Jerome Bettis
As told to Glenn Clark

Jerome Bettis is a Hall of Fame running back who spent  
13 years in the NFL, 10 of them with the Pittsburgh Steelers.

All the battles that we had being in the same division, we 
went after each other twice a year, every year for quite a 
long time. My job was to get the yards, and his job was to 
stop me. And so we went back and forth. And it was a heck 
of a challenge every time we played each other because I 
looked at myself as a true competitor, and I know he was 
a true competitor. But I think that’s what made us friends 
-- because of the respect that we had for each other and 
knowing that we were competitors and both playing at a 
high level. It was that ultimate respect. So much so that he 

asked me to come to his bowling tournament in Baltimore. 
And of course, I got all kind of crazy looks -- everybody 
trying to figure out why I am there. But they didn’t realize 
that there was so much respect between us that when he 
asked me, there was no way I was going to say no. 

We were enemies because of the teams that we played 
on, but because we both played at such high levels, it then 
became an ultimate level of respect. I played against him from 
his first year on, and I got a chance to see him develop into the 
player that he ultimately became, a Hall of Famer. And so 
that level of respect was always there, and I think he looked 
at me in the same light. That’s why we had a true friendship, 
and it exists to this day. 

I knew when we played Baltimore, he was going to have 
his big pads on and he was going to be ready to play. And he 
knew when they played the Steelers, you’ve got to put your 
big pads on because J.B. is coming. And he knew it. 

We had a great relationship. That’s the part that not a lot of 
people would know, that we’re really good friends off the field. 

Eddie George
As told to Glenn Clark

Eddie George was a running back who spent most of his career 
with the Tennessee Titans, the Ravens' rival in the AFC Central. 

We had so many different battles. Playing Ray required a 
different mindset, especially in 2000, 2001. At that time, he 
was coming off the murder trial in Atlanta and people didn’t 
know what to make of his career at that point. And for him to 
just march right through that -- and I don’t want to bring up 
the particular incident -- but for him to put together an MVP-
type season and win a Super Bowl, that just shows you his 
mental toughness was remarkable. 

I think the epitome of it was when they came and played 
us in the Divisional Round during the end of the 2000 season. 
It was an absolute war. It was a fistfight from beginning until 
the end. It was a game where if your career ended that day, 
then so be it. There was no brotherly love at all between both 
teams, certainly not between Ray and me. 

I remember at the end of the game, Ray took an interception 
50 yards to the house, which solidified the deal. When he got 
his hands on the football, it wasn’t enough for him to just get 
the interception and kneel down -- he had to put the nail in 
the coffin. When you have a chance to put your opponent out, 
take him out, that’s what he was about. He was about taking 
someone’s will and taking over. It wasn’t just about the win; 
it was about making a statement. It was a game within the 
game that most people don’t really understand.

He was definitely one of the smartest players I had to ever 
go up against. He was definitely physically imposing because 
he worked on his craft so hard: his body, his mind, his spirit. 
When he hit you, it meant something different. He was trying 
to take you out, not just trying to make a tackle.

But we were friendly off the field, no question. We had some 
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at the pool. We were young back then, just talked about life, 
talked about kids, really never talked about football a whole 
lot, but just talked about goals and dreams. He was that type 
of guy where you could have a conversation about anything 
and everything.

I never really looked at him as a larger-than-life figure. To 
me, he’s Ray-Ray, you know, 52. I guess having seen his 
career from the beginning and watching him grow through 
the years, he really never became a larger-than-life figure. 
He doesn’t hold himself that way. He’s very down to earth 
and approachable. He will talk to anybody, treat them with 
respect. It was a great friendship that we had when we were 
around each other.

It’s always been a genuine rivalry between Ray and me, 
and I have to say, man, when I played against him, you had to 
bring you’re A-game, period. Anything less will not do. Just 
to have a chance you have to bring your A-game, and then 
you have to be mentally, spiritually and physically prepared 
to go up against that and get a victory. It’s going to take 
everything out of you, in all three phrases; very few men 
have done it.

Keenan McCardell 
As told to Glenn Clark

Keenan McCardell was a wide receiver who  
spent most of his career with the Jacksonville Jaguars,  

the Ravens' rival in the AFC Central

One of the things I love about Ray is that he was just as 
much of a competitor as I was. We were fierce competitors. It 
was always a mind game with Ray. You’d have to try to out-think 
him. And I loved it because, me being a slot receiver trying to 
understand some of his drops and stuff like that, and him trying 
to figure out my routes. It was some legendary stuff going on. 

One game I remember is when I was in Tampa and we went to 
Baltimore. We’re playing, and I’m running a little sit route over 
the middle. And I caught myself trying to fake him out, trying to 
out-smart him. [But] he was out-smarting me. He faked like he 
was dropping, and I went to sit down, and boy did he deliver a 
blow on me that I ... I was sitting there like, “Where’d you come 
from?” And I know the defense, and I knew it was supposed 
to be a Tampa 2 defense, and he was supposed to be running 
down the middle. And I’m sitting here like, “Yeah, I’m going to 
just let him go get out of there and I’m going to sit down and 
get this easy catch.” And he came out of nowhere and put his 
helmet in the back of the 87. I was like, “OK, I got to be a little 
bit smarter with this.” 

FAMILY/FRIENDS

Laquesha Jenkins
As told to Glenn Clark

Laquesha Jenkins is one of Ray Lewis’ younger sisters.

As kids growing up, my mom worked three jobs, so she 
was rarely home, so Ray was like the man of the house. We 
would depend on him for everything -- breakfast, lunch, 
dinner, homework, all the way down to doing our hair. It 
may not have been the best and the neatest, but it was 
just the effort that he put into it. It was just like, “You know 
what? We just put these four little ponytails in here, we put 
some bows on here, we’re going to make it work.” It’s just 
some small things like that.

If he wasn’t where he’s at in this point of his life right now, 
he would still be the same. He has always been humble. He 
will always give you the shirt off of his back. Anything that 
he had, you had. We didn’t have a lot as kids growing up. If 
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there was the last of something, he would split it between 
the other four and he wouldn’t get anything. And that would 
be OK with him as long as the four of us were OK and my 
mom. It’s just like somebody has a heart of gold that’s so 
big that you just can’t imagine it’s all in one person. But he 
gives his all no matter what it is -- from signing an autograph 
to taking a picture to a phone conversation to just a smile or 
a handshake. The smallest things he can do to put a smile 
on anyone’s face no matter your age or who you are, that’s 
what he would do.

People still ask us now to this day, “Is that just amazing 
that Ray Lewis is your brother?” I said, “You know the Ray 
Lewis. I know the brother.” So your perspective is this 
man that’s an icon to you, that’s a legend to you. That’s 
somebody I know who came from a struggle. And it just 
shows how hard he worked. And hard work and dedication 
and being consistent, it pays off. That’s what I know. I knew 
a kid running around, mowing lawns for a living, painting 
people’s houses saying, “One day, I’m going to be somebody 
and we’re all going to be OK.” And we always said, “Yeah, 
yeah, yeah. OK. They all say that.” But it’s like you’re living a 
dream and you wake up, but it’s not a dream. My brother is 
Ray Lewis. My brother is the GOAT. Sometimes it’s surreal, 
but then I know that that’s my sibling, that’s my brother. 

He’s an awesome man. He’s an awesome brother. He’s 
an awesome dad. He’s an awesome son. He’s an awesome 
cousin. He’s an awesome grandchild. He is awesome all the 
way around the board.  

Keon Lattimore
As told to Glenn Clark

Keon Lattimore is Ray Lewis’ brother. Lattimore grew up in  
Owings Mills, Md., went to Mount St. Joseph and was a  

running back at Maryland from 2004-2007.

Ray is the type of person, he’ll challenge you, but he wants 
you to work for it. So in high school -- I think it was like my junior 
year -- he promised me a car if I could get like 20 touchdowns. 
And I remember scoring like 28 touchdowns my junior year, 
and he gave me a Range Rover. There I am in a private school 
-- and let’s be real, in private school, all those kids had cars 
-- but still, though, I had to earn mine. He didn’t just give it to 
me. I earned it, and he always made me strive to do better 
in whatever it was. He would always challenge you, whether 
it was sports, whether it was anything, he’s competitive. He 
makes people rise to that challenge, people around him. He 
always wants to see you growing and doing better, because 
that’s what he does. 

At that age, you want to do well in sports to try to get a 
scholarship, to get to college and whatever. I always wanted 
to follow in his footsteps. But for me, we came from humble 
beginnings. You aren’t able to do things like that at a younger 
age, so it was even more motivation. Like, OK, a Range Rover. 
I didn’t even know what type of car I would get. I’m going to 
get a fancy car. It drove me even more, more so than me just 
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as far as football -- I was really serious about it. But when 
he presented that car to me, I was like, “I’m going to shatter 
that 20 touchdowns.” I ended up scoring 28 that season. So it 
meant a lot to me. 

Diaymon Lewis
As told to Glenn Clark

Diaymon Lewis is Ray Lewis’ oldest daughter. Ray asked Diaymon 
to present him when he’s inducted into the Hall of Fame.

It meant a lot when he asked me to present him to the Hall 
of Fame. I didn’t want to tell him, but I was a little nervous 
when he asked me, but I already knew I was going to do 
it. I was going to do it because I felt like there is so much 
that he’s done, and there’s just no way I could say no. I’m 
definitely really excited because I have so much to share with 
everybody. I’m more than grateful for the opportunity to talk 
about my dad.

The Ray Lewis I know is very similar to the one the city 
knows, to be honest. He’s a very family-oriented person, but 
I do not think people understand just how much Baltimore 
means to him. Being a Baltimore Raven means everything to 
him. He loved it. Every supporter, every person -- they made 
him who he was. They gave him the ambition and the drive to 

be able to give them something in return. So, as much as he 
does it for his family and his kids, he does it for the fans, too. 
It was amazing, just to sit here and think about it honestly. 

Growing up in Baltimore has given me an interesting 
perspective on what he’s done for people here. People say 
to me, “Do you know your dad is my idol?” And I sit there 
and listen because when we were kids, we were hard-headed 
and we didn’t want to listen to the same stories over and over. 
We’re like, “Here he goes with this inspirational stuff.” But at 
the end of the day, not only does that make a difference in our 
lives; he makes a difference in other people’s lives. It really 
took me a while to realize this man is everything. It doesn’t 
get any better than this.

Monte Sanders
As told to Glenn Clark

The CEO and founder of M.B.S Fitness Lab, Monte Sanders  
spent 14 years as Ray Lewis’ personal trainer. Sanders  

also trained Ed Reed. 

When Ray and Ed and I were working out, we were 
working out up to four times a day, and the workouts were 
very intense, exhausting every single last one of them. So 
one day in Florida, we were at the beach house, and it was 
a terrible, rainy storm. It almost looked like a hurricane was 
coming down there. So after our first workout, Ed and I were 
kind of saying to ourselves, “You know what, we kind of need 
this storm. We’re so glad we don’t have to go out and do 
that 6-mile sand interval that is up next.” And so we kind of 
got in relaxed mode, where we turned our minds off, and we 
were just kind of thinking, “You know, Ray’s thinking the same 
thing.” I mean there was even a little lightning going on. And 
so we kind of relaxed. 

Well, as it got closer to the workout time, Ray comes 
downstairs, and he’s dressed for the workout. And we’re like, 
“Bro, what are you thinking? It’s raining outside. It’s like a 
storm, a mini-hurricane. What are you thinking?” He was like, 
“Well, it’s five flights of stairs here in the beach house, so I 
figured we would start at the basement and go to the top 25 
times.” And you should have seen Ed and my face, we were 
like, “This guy’s serious.” So we ended up doing it -- five 
flights of that large beach house 25 times, and going down 
and coming back counted as one. And he didn’t even want 
us to start on the first floor. We started on the basement 
level. 

That’s a funny story, but it also really summarizes how 
committed he was and serious he was about getting those 
workouts in together. When we say there were no days off, 
there were no days off. So even the days where we thought 
Mother Nature would come in and help us out and give us 
all a break, Ray just wouldn’t accept it. Most football players 
are kind of gifted naturally by God, and so they’re already 
blessed with their talents. He just mixed that with hard work 
and a total commitment to every last one of those offseason 
workouts.  
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T.J.  Smith
As told to Glenn Clark

T.J. Smith is the chief spokesperson for the  
Baltimore City Police Department.

One thing I can say about Ray is that he is not a guy 
who rolls with an entourage; it’s him. It’s almost a direct 
contact: “Hey can you come over here?” You don’t have 
to go through this bureaucracy of people to try to get him 
somewhere or to get him involved in something. He kind of 
does this thing on his own. 

I’ve described him to people by saying he’s the same way 
he is when you see him on TV in a huddle on the football 
field. He’s the same way in a one-on-one conversation 
when we’re talking about some of the issues in the city. 
He is just really intense, idea-driven and focused on trying 
to do something more for the community. I think a lot of 
people don’t realize what he does behind the scenes, 
because he’s not out in front of the cameras doing it. It’s 
a lot. It’s actually pretty amazing how often he is here in 
Baltimore. You would think he still lives up the street with 
how often he’s here. 

My brother passed away recently, and after, Ray and I 
had a long conversation. I was sharing with him some of 
the business side of it, and we really connected on that 

because we’re talking about how we can engage with some 
of the young people. It’s so funny because I think back 
at the conversation, and I can see him sitting across the 
table -- and it’s a serious topic we’re talking about without 
a doubt -- but it truly is like we’re in the middle of that 
huddle, and we’re scheming up a play to make the tackle 
or intercept the pass or make this fourth-down stop. That 
same level of intensity is there.

That intensity is one thing that has stood out for me, 
and there is absolutely zero doubt that he is one thousand 
percent engaged and in it for the benefit of these young 
people.

What Ray means to the community is an intangible, quite 
honestly. You can’t quantify it because there are people 
who don’t even realize they’re being touched.

This is still home for him. I think he truly is a model for 
any player and any person who has a high profile and who 
thinks that they’re too good to be touched. He leaves the 
ego at the door. He leaves the entourage at the door. 

The guy is one of the best, regardless of your politics. If 
you’re talking about the sport, he is one of the best athletes 
to have ever played the game of football.

But he’s still not above helping whoever. It can a grandma in 
West Baltimore or a rich person living on the water. I’ve been 
able to watch it up close and see him interact and see the 
intensity, and I know one thousand percent where his heart 
is, and Baltimore is fortunate to have an advocate like that.
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Scott Garceau
As told to Stan Charles

Scott Garceau was a longtime anchor at WMAR-TV and now hosts 
The Scott Garceau Show on 105.7 The Fan. Garceau presented  

Ray Lewis to the Hall of Fame selection committee. 

Presenting Ray Lewis to the Pro Football Hall of Fame selection 
committee was an honor and then a responsibility, too -- knowing 
what his career was, what he meant to this football community 
and hoping you got it right. Ray basically sold himself. Ray’s career 
was that of a Hall of Famer. I was just the guy who happened to 
put it in front of the other board of selector members to say, “Hey, 
guys, this is what a gold jacket looks like.”

I went into it initially thinking, “Do everything you can to get all the 
information, do the best presentation you can; this guy deserves 
it.” And somewhere along the line, other members of the board of 
selectors started saying, “He’s a lock; just stand up.”

There have been four or five Hall of Fame candidates since I’ve 
been there the last 14 or 15 years where they haven’t made a 
presentation. Just stand up, sit down and everybody kind of claps 
and goes, thank you very much for saving time.

But because of Atlanta and all that was with that, I didn’t want 
to leave any stone unturned. My biggest fear would be not to 
present Ray Lewis, not to make the presentation, and then six or 
seven guys not vote for him for whatever reason and Ray not be a 
Hall of Famer. Our bylaws say only what the player does between 
the lines is to be considered, but there’s human nature. 

When I finished my presentation, normally the following 
conversation can last over an hour. But one guy -- and I won’t 
say who -- stood up and said, “Ray Lewis” and sat down. And 
everybody kind of laughed and said, OK. And David Baker, the 
president of the Hall of Fame, asked me, “Scott, do you have 
anything further?” And I said, “No, we’re all good.” So that was the 
fastest of the group this year. 

Toward the end of his career, everybody wanted to be a part of 
that Ray Lewis defense. It represented something. Not only the 
two Super Bowls, but it represented toughness. That’s the way 
they played the game. Ray Lewis was the guy at the center of that. 
And I think other players, they’re always going to look fondly on 
that era. Whatever happened during that time, you were proud to 
be part of those Ravens with Ray Lewis. It wasn’t the Baltimore 
defense; it was the Ray Lewis defense.

Brent Harris
As told to Glenn Clark

Brent Harris covered the Ravens from 1996-2016 for  
WMDT (Salisbury, Md.), WBFF and Comcast SportsNet.

There were several times when I was around Ray more one-on-
one. We were at training camp when my daughter was, I believe, 
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only 5 years old, and she had a friend with her. Ray came all the 
way over, put her in the golf cart, and they went off to the other side 
of the field, just the three of them. They threw a football around, 
hung out. I thought he’d come over and say hi. Next thing I know, 
my daughter spent probably 20, 30 minutes with him. And that’s 
not my experience, but it’s something she’ll remember forever. It 
was just incredible. Just that personal side is probably something 
that I’ll always remember and cherish just from a standpoint of 
how kind he was, not just to me, but to the family.

Right after they won the Super Bowl in New Orleans, which was 
sort of tabbed “Ray Lewis’ Last Ride,” we waited while he did all 
these interviews. He was on with ESPN, the NFL Network. We did 
all our interviews in the locker room, and I come out and Ray’s just 
finishing up his last interview at ESPN. And they have a golf cart 
there to get him from the field out to where the buses were. And I 
said, “Ray.” He’s the only person I hadn’t really gotten a chance to 
talk to. And he said, “Come on.”

We jumped in the golf cart, and we did about a three-, four-
minute interview while the golf cart went from the set of ESPN 
to the buses. It was his last interview of the night, and to me, 
it really sort of brought together “the last ride.” It literally was 
Ray’s last ride off the field. I’m on the golf cart with him, and 
it was one of the best three or four minutes. After winning the 
Super Bowl, the end of his career, all of that and the emotion -- 
plus he had just answered questions for probably two hours -- 
and he answered my questions like it was the only interview he 
ever did. I’ll always look back at it and remember that moment 
when his career came to an end and they held a Super Bowl 
trophy up and it was “Ray’s Last Ride,” and I happened to be 
right there for it. 

Amber Theoharis
As told to Bo Smolka

Amber Theoharis is currently a host for NFL Network. She worked 
for MASN as an Orioles and Ravens reporter from 2006-2012. 

It was Dec. 20, 2008, a Saturday game, one of those rare 
Saturday games. It was the last game at Texas Stadium. The 
Ravens were going to play the Cowboys. The Cowboys had 
a huge ceremony planned at the end of the game with Troy 
Aikman, Deion Sanders and all these Cowboy greats to have 
a celebration to shut down the stadium, because they were 
pretty confident they were going to win that game.

I was traveling with the Ravens. I was on the team bus. And then 
Ray came on the bus, and he didn’t say anything to anybody. I’ve 
been on a million of those bus rides to stadiums, and it was eerie 
how quiet the bus was. Dallas talk radio was playing, and all you 
could hear were these Dallas fans just ripping the Ravens and 
saying how this was going to be such a great ending to Texas 
Stadium. But the Ravens were still in the playoff hunt. They had to 
win against the Cowboys to even stay alive for the wild card. 

I text my father from the bus and say the Ravens are going to 
win this game. He said how would you know that? I texted that 
I have never seen a team this ready. I remember thinking, “Ray 
Lewis is as dialed in as I’ve ever seen him.” He was like a gladiator. 
He was ready for battle. I will always have that picture of Ray. He 
was fierce. He was angry. As a sports reporter, you couldn’t ask to 
be exposed to a cooler moment than to see someone who is one 
of the greatest ever so dialed in in his prime.
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Donna Warble Steffe
As told to Glenn Clark

Donna Warble Steffe is the daughter of diehard Ravens fan Bill Warble  
of Dundalk, Md., whose close relationship with Ray Lewis was  

portrayed in “A Football Life: Ray Lewis.”

It’s hard to put into words because of what happened. 
So when my dad, Bill Warble, was in his 60s, he went to the doctors, 

and they told him he was terminally ill with cancer; there wasn’t anything 
they could do for him. 

I was very, very close to my dad. I just asked my dad, “What do you 
want to do? Let’s just do some things.” We didn’t have a time-frame 
on how long he had; we didn’t want one, we were just going to take it 
as it came. So he gave me his wishes -- he only wanted three things 
-- but one of those things was he 
wanted to pray with Ray Lewis.

He told me that’s what he 
wanted, and I have a friend who 
works for Macy’s in the executive 
department, and I know that I’ve 
helped her at some functions 
in the past where some Ravens 
players had shown up. So I just 
wrote a letter, and I gave it to her. 
I’m like, “Look if you could just 
get this in somebody’s hands, 
ask him to either call my dad 
or send my dad a card and just 
write a little prayer in there, that 
would be awesome.” So, it was 
probably a week later a woman 
named Deb Poquette reached 
out to me and said Ray wanted 
to come to my dad’s house to 
meet with him.

So, he came, with Deb, and the whole relationship just went from 
there. 

When I found out my dad was sick, I couldn’t sleep. I stayed in the 
hospital with him for seven days at one point, and I would have dreams 
about him passing away. It just affected me in a very negative way. I 
couldn’t deal with it. He was still alive, and I couldn’t deal with it. 

So, when Ray first came to my dad’s house, he came up into my 
dad’s bedroom. It was just myself, Ray and my dad. My father said to 
Ray, “I didn’t ask you to come here to pray for me. I asked you to come 
here to pray for my family. I’m very worried about my daughter.” 

My dad, Ray and I all held hands, and we said a prayer in my dad’s 
bedroom. I can’t remember what Ray said, he was just praying, very 
powerful, but whatever he did that day, it changed my whole inner-
being when it came to dealing with this situation. All my worry went 
away. My fear went away. I could sleep at night. I didn’t need to get 
medication from my doctor to deal with it; it was so powerful.

After that initial visit, my dad and Ray exchanged phone numbers and 
visited each other several times. Ray took my dad out to the game; he 
took him to practices at the facility. So they just had a very meaningful 
relationship -- a lot of conversations I wasn’t privileged to.

Ray made my dad’s last 11 months the easiest, most -- I don’t know 
-- it was just like a really crazy, fun and rewarding time. My father was 
so happy and like a legend in his own mind because he would go into 
the Ravens’ facility, and the guys would come up to him -- everybody 
called him Papa Bill, and the guys loved him. It was just neat, the 
respect he got from those players just because if Ray respected him, 
everybody respected him.

When I hear bad things about Ray, or I hear people disrespecting 
him -- because everybody has their opinion -- I have to walk away. The 
Ravens mean more to me than just football. I can pick up the phone 
right now and call [vice president of public relations] Chad Steele, and 
say, “Hey Chad, I want to come to practice on Thursday,” and he’ll say, 

“OK, see you Thursday at 1 
p.m.” 

My dad passed away 
the year before Super 
Bowl XLVII, and they took 
his ashes to New Orleans. 
Harbaugh had him in his 
pocket during the game, 
and then after the game 
he gave him to Ray. So dad 
made it to the Super Bowl, 
just in a different form.

When my dad died in 
2012, Ray was supposed 
to come to the funeral. But 
about two hours before, I 
asked him not to because I 
didn’t want it to turn into an 
event where people were 

on social media saying, “Ray Lewis is at such and such place.” I didn’t 
want it to be about him. I wanted that day to be about my dad. Ray 
told me he understood. He said that if I didn’t mind, he would send me 
some words that he wanted me to read at the funeral, which he sent 
via text:

“Papa Bill, one of the greatest men I’ve ever met in my life, heaven is 
a better place right now. A father to so many, but he proved that there 
are angels on earth. Psalms 91 is truly about being safe in the Lord, his 
heart and mind was at complete peace. I will forever be blessed to be 
a part of this awesome family, carry out his true dream to love each 
other like there is no tomorrow. He will truly be missed, but God has 
never made a mistake. We will see him again, his work on earth was 
done, take a good look at the family. He is in every one of your hearts. 
He showed me what a true father’s love feels like every day by simply 
saying, “I Love You Son.” His legacy lives forever. ;-) I’m a better man, a 
better father because of Papa Bill.” 
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hen the Orioles signed Alex Cobb, one of 
baseball’s most coveted free agents near 
the end of spring training, they thought 
they knew what they were getting on the 
mound, but they may not have known how 
dedicated he was to his family.

The 30-year-old right-hander pitched 
six seasons with the Tampa Bay Rays from 

2011-2017, going 48-35 with a 3.50 ERA. With that record, Cobb 
was probably the third-most sought-after free-agent pitcher 
this offseason, behind right-handers Yu Darvish and Jake Ar-
rieta. Cobb received a four-year, $57 million contract from the 
Orioles.

Cobb is the highest-profile member of his family, but he’ll 
tell you he shouldn’t be the most admired. Cobb’s brother, 
R.J., four years his senior, spent years in the Army, and was 
wounded in Kirkuk, Iraq, in September 2008.

“It’s tough to put into words the pride I feel when people 
ask me questions about my brother [and] recognize me, our 
family in association with what he’s done,” Cobb said.

R.J. Cobb, a former U.S. Army Airborne commander, com-
manded 41 soldiers in Iraq. Because there had regularly been 
enemy fire in the region, he didn’t want to abandon his troops 
and instead rode in a Humvee with three others. All four were 
wounded in an explosion. R.J. recovered, but shrapnel is still 
lodged in his right hand.

He was awarded a Purple Heart, something that makes his 
younger brother grow emotional when talking about him.

“He’s taught me so much through my life growing up to to-
day, just talking with him on the phone, how impressive he is, 
being a good person,” Cobb said.  “When I hear everything he’s 
done for the country and his outlook on life in general and how 
thankful he is for everything that he has, it just puts a different 
perspective on how I go about my everyday job.”

R.J. Cobb served 14 months in Iraq in 2008 and 2009, and in 
Afghanistan in 2013. When he was in Afghanistan, the broth-
ers arranged to talk regularly but usually kept a rule: no work 
talk. Occasionally they broke that rule, and the talks grew 
emotional.

“We’d talk about how much we admire each other, what 
the other person does and how difficult we’d view what the 
other person does,” R.J. Cobb said.

Cobb, who’s no longer on active duty, remains in the Army 
Reserves as a captain and is currently a police officer in New 
Hampshire.

“Dude, I can’t believe you have to sit up on a mound in 
front of millions of people and think about the next pitch and 
get the next pitch perfectly,” R.J. Cobb would tell his brother. 
“Oh yeah, they all have these massive expectations of you, and 
you can’t fail.”

Alex would answer his brother: “I can’t believe you have 
to go out to this dangerous environment and deal with these 
people and you have no idea who they are.”

“We’d sit there and admire each other and kind of talk to 
each other,” R.J. Cobb said. Each would say: “’I don’t know 
how you do it. I don’t know how you do it.’”

The brothers were close growing up in Vero Beach, 
Fla. Alex played baseball and football. R.J. played soc-
cer. They grew closer when their mother suddenly died 

in 2005 at the age of 49.
R.J. admires his younger brother for the unpublicized trips 

he’s made during the offseason to the Dominican Republic to 
help the less fortunate and for his support of the military and 
law enforcement officers.

“The reality is he does an extremely difficult thing. He does 
it very well,” R.J. Cobb said. “You do it with humility, you do it 
with honor and grace, you do it while thinking and taking care 
of the people around you and contributing your time and your 
money to other people.”

Cobb’s beginning with the Orioles was humbling. He 
signed with less than a week to go in spring training and didn’t 
have an opportunity to get to know his new team and new city.

“It’s been a unique challenge,” Cobb said. “The late sign-
ing -- couple that with coming to a new organization, just your 
everyday life of getting to know personnel, know the city, going 
back and forth between Florida and Baltimore. Everything is 
new and strange and foreign to you.”

Cobb was with the team for Opening Day, but just after he 
trotted on the field for the first time, he quickly left to return to 

Sarasota, Fla., for more training and simulated games.
Little has been normal for Cobb this season. After pitching 

in simulated games in Sarasota and Double-A Bowie he finally 
joined the team in Boston April 14. Cobb missed the team’s 
first two home stands, and even late in May, didn’t feel totally 
adjusted to Baltimore.

“My house is still in disarray,” Cobb said. “There’s no furni-
ture, the TV’s on the floor. You’re living out of a suitcase still. 
There’s those things that don’t feel quite homey, yet, but just 
being around the city, knowing where I can get breakfast, walk 
the dogs, hang out, knowing the way to the ballpark without 
having to look it up on the GPS. That helps with the comfort 
level, but there’s not yet that exact homey feeling, yet.”

Cobb had a rough beginning with the Orioles, losing his 
first five decisions and not picking up his second win until 
June 5.

“I think one of the things in sports you hear a lot when 
guys sign big contracts with a team, they’ll go out and try and 
impress and show that [they’re worth their] contract,” Cobb 
said.

“I never really felt like that. I did feel like I wanted to come 
out and show and prove the front office and the organization 
putting their trust in me in this deal [that] they made the 
right decision. It was frustrating early on because I felt like 
I was disproving that in a way. Whenever you’re struggling as 
an athlete, it’s tough. It’s on your mind, all day, all night. You’re 
trying to search for what it is that gets it back to being you.”

Alex Cobb is a serious man, not one for clowning in the 
clubhouse. He’s serious about his craft and about the admira-
tion he has for his brother.

“I feel bad saying this, but this job gets a little draining 
at times,” Cobb said. “… I get in those moods every once in a 
while. When I talk to him, it just reminds me what real life, real 
dedication looks like. I’m forever grateful for what he’s done 
and every other serviceman and woman. They’ve sacrificed so 
much for us.” •

 ORIOLES REPORT

Orioles Right-Hander Alex 
Cobb’s Pride For His Brother 
‘Tough To Put Into Words’
  Rich Dubroff
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ome people measure time 
by their children’s lives. 
Has it really been that long 
since your youngest was in 
kindergarten?

I do a little bit of that. 
But I also, perhaps sadly, 
measure time by Major 

League Baseball drafts. Has it really been 10 
years since the Orioles took lefty Brian Ma-
tusz with the fourth overall pick, one spot 
ahead of San Francisco Giants catcher Bust-
er Posey, in 2008?

Unlike children, who shouldn’t be judged 
until they are well into adulthood (hopefully), 
fans want to pick apart professional sports 
drafts the moment they occur.

That’s ludicrous, especially in baseball, 
when many draftees don’t make it to the ma-
jors for several years -- sometimes five or more.

That’s why I laughed in early June, when 
the Orioles selected high school right-hand-
er Grayson Rodriguez with the 11th overall 
pick and I immediately received responses 

on social media that the Orioles had made 
a mistake. 

The consensus from the keyboard general 
managers was that there were more proven 
players on the board, such as University of 
Florida righty Brady Singer, and that the 
Orioles reached with the selection of Rodri-
guez, who was ranked in the mid-20s by sev-
eral publications.

I have a secret for you: those publications 
don’t really know who is going to succeed in 
the majors. They know better than I do, of 
course, and they know better than you. Publi-
cations such as Baseball America invest a lot 
of time and resources into the draft each year, 
and they do a wonderful job.

Yet, simply put, it is still a total crapshoot.
I always like to remind people that Los 

Angeles Angels outfielder Mike Trout was 
the 25th overall selection in the 2009 MLB 
draft, and he is baseball’s best player. Nearly 
every team in the league passed on the prep 
outfielder from New Jersey. His eventual club 
passed on him once, too. The Angels took Tex-
as high school outfielder Randal Grichuk with 
the 24th overall pick, then came back with the 

very next selection and grabbed Trout.
In the 2010 Baseball America Handbook, 

published the winter after Trout was selected 
and batted .360 during 39 games of rookie ball, 
Trout was listed as the third-best prospect in 
the Angels’ system behind catcher Hank Con-
ger and outfielder Peter Bourjos, both of whom 
have ended up as big league journeymen.  

The Orioles picked fifth overall in 2009 and 
drafted California high school right-hander 
Matt Hobgood, who was the National Gato-
rade Player of the Year. Despite that accolade, 
he was considered a considerable reach at the 
time -- projecting as a fringe first-rounder by 
some publications.

Enticed by his strength and size -- he was 
6-foot-4, 245 pounds in high school -- good 
makeup and a fastball that reached 96 mph, 
the Orioles signed Hobgood to a $2.422 million 
deal. He never flashed that kind of velocity as 
a pro, dealt with injuries and was out of orga-
nized ball after posting a 6.52 ERA during six 
relief outings at Double-A Bowie in 2015.

Hobgood, along with 2006 first-rounder Bil-
ly Rowell, who was the club’s first-round pick 
(ninth overall) in 2006 out of a New Jersey high 
school, will forever be considered among the 
Orioles’ biggest draft busts. 

Heck, some blame Rowell, whose career 
apex was hitting .227 during 41 games for 
Bowie in 2011, for keeping Trout’s stock down 
in 2009. Highly touted New Jersey high school 
outfielders were viewed suspiciously after 
Rowell crashed and burned with the Orioles.

Both Hobgood and Rowell were selected by 
Joe Jordan, the Orioles’ scouting director from 
2004-2011. He joined the Philadelphia Phillies 
as farm director thereafter and still holds the 
position.

Jordan was widely criticized during his 
time in Baltimore, basically swinging and 
missing on first-round picks such as Hobgood, 
Rowell, Matusz and Brandon Snyder.

But history has been a little kinder to Jor-
dan’s reign with the Orioles. He’s also the guy 
who selected shortstop Manny Machado, 
catcher Matt Wieters and right-hander Dylan 
Bundy in the first round and lefty Zach Britton 
(third round), righty Jake Arrieta (fifth round) 
and catcher Caleb Joseph (seventh round).

There were plenty of busts during Jordan’s 
time, but there also were some key pieces that 
helped make up a core of several playoff teams.

That’s sort of how these things go. You just 
never know.

In the 2004 Orioles’ media guide, then-am-
ateur scouting director Tony DeMacio’s biog-
raphy heralded his work in the 1999 amateur 
draft, during which the Orioles selected seven 
players in the first 50 picks. “The draft was 
widely hailed in baseball circles not just for the 
quantity of early picks, but for the quality of 
the selections,” the media guide boasted.

In that draft, the Orioles took Mike Para-
dis (13th), Richard Stahl (18th), Larry Bigbie 

(21st), Keith Reed (23rd), Josh Cenate (34th), 
Scott Rice (44th) and Brian Roberts (50th). 

Roberts made two All-Star games and 
will be inducted into the organization’s Hall 
of Fame this summer. He posted an impres-
sive 30.4 career WAR (Wins Above Replace-
ment) in 14 big league seasons, according to 
Baseball Reference. He spent 13 years with the 
Orioles. Bigbie spent six seasons in the ma-
jors and posted a 2.5 career WAR. He is best 
remembered, however, for his prominent role 
in MLB’s investigation into performance-en-
hancing drugs (the Mitchell Report).

Three of the other five selected by DeMacio 
in that early haul never made the majors; Reed 
played six games (six plate appearances) for 
the Orioles in 2005 and Rice reinvented his 
career as a reliever, pitching two seasons (105 
games) for the New York Mets years after he 
left the Orioles’ system.

DeMacio was dismissed after the 2004 sea-
son -- the year that glowing bio ran -- partially 
because that 1999 draft, which was supposed 
to set the Orioles in a new direction, set them 
back years. To make matters worse, the 52nd 
pick of that draft was outfielder Carl Crawford, 
who amassed a 39.2 WAR, mostly with the divi-
sion rival Tampa Bay Devil Rays. 

To be fair, though, history shows DeMacio 
was given a terrible year in which to have seven 
top picks. From Paradis’ selection at 13 and 
Roberts at 50, only 15 of the 36 draftees made 
the majors. Of that group, only two, outfielder 
Alex Rios (19th, Toronto, 27.4 career WAR) and 
right-hander Jason Jennings (16th, Colorado, 
11.2 career WAR) posted a career WAR in the 
double digits.

It’s just so hard to judge drafts without the 
assistance from hindsight -- or to truly under-
stand whether drafting, development or both 
are responsible for the successes and failures 
of a specific system. 

Current Orioles scouting director Gary Ra-
jsich just finished his seventh draft with the 
club.

Most fans will tell you the Orioles haven’t 
prospered with what he has selected. Kevin 
Gausman (first round) and Josh Hader (19th 
round, but was traded away in 2013) are the 
only two notable members of Rajsich’s first 
draft class in 2012. 

Rajsich’s 2013 draft produced major leagu-
ers in catcher Chance Sisco (second round), 
outfielder Trey Mancini (eighth), catcher 
Austin Wynns (10th) and pitchers Jimmy Ya-
cabonis (13th) and Donnie Hart (27th). But 
the club’s two first-round picks that year were 
pitcher Hunter Harvey (22nd), who has a huge 
upside but has been dogged by injuries, and 
outfielder Josh Hart (37th), who never ad-
vanced beyond High-A Frederick and is cur-
rently out of pro baseball.

Rajsich didn’t have a first- or second-
rounder in 2014, but fifth-rounder Davis Hess 
and sixth-rounder Tanner Scott, both pitch-
ers, have made it to the big leagues. No 2015 
picks have hit the majors yet, but outfielders 
DJ Stewart and Cedric Mullins and infielder 
Ryan Mountcastle are on the way. Outfielder 
Austin Hays, drafted in the third round in 2016, 
made his debut in September 2017.

The bottom line here is we all like to look at 
drafts and think about what could have been 
and what mistakes were made. But even that 
is hard to quantify without years to really ana-
lyze what happened. •

 CONNOLLY’S CORNER

  Dan Connolly

Properly Analyzing The MLB Draft Requires 
Hindsight, Not Knee-Jerk Reactions
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ust about everyone in 
baseball is obsessed 
with the whereabouts 
of Manny Machado by 
the July 31 non-waiver 
trade deadline and be-
yond, but what’s gone 

overlooked is that the gifted shortstop’s 
eventual destination isn’t even the Ori-
oles’ first priority as the trade deadline 
approaches -- nor should it be.

Getting closer Zach Britton up and 
running fast enough to determine his 
market value could very well have a big-
ger impact on both the short and long 
term than a decision on Machado. That 
raises a question which potentially af-
fects any team hoping to be playing in 
the final round of the postseason in  
October:

Will the Orioles once again play a 
prominent role in the Houston Astros’ 
chances of winning the World Series?

Make no mistake about it, the O’s 
were significant players in the Astros’ 
run last year -- even though you won’t 
find any documented proof. A trade that 
wasn’t made for Britton set Houston on 
a course to make the deal for starting 
pitcher Justin Verlander, which proved 
to be the Astros’ defining moment.

Desperate for a closer, the Astros had 
an offer on the table for Britton that, ac-
cording to multiple sources, was similar 
to the one the Tigers took in exchange 
for Verlander. Only after the deal was 
either turned down or ignored (depend-
ing on the source) did the Astros turn 
their sights to Verlander -- a move that 

proved to be fortunate, especially given 
Britton’s limited availability the last two 
months of the season.

For the record, the three players sent 
to the Tigers were 20-year old right-
handed pitcher Franklin Perez, appar-
ently the signature piece who has been 
injured and has yet to pitch in the De-
troit organization, 21-year old outfield-
er Daz Cameron, who is hitting .271 for 
Class A Lakeland in the Florida State 
League, and 23-year old catcher Jake 
Rogers, who has a .171 average with Erie 

in the Double-A Eastern League.
Early returns suggest that was a good 

deal for the Orioles to pass on, but if they 
had been able to substitute third base-
man Colin Moran for Rogers it might 
have been a different story. The 25-year 
old Moran, nephew of former Oriole B.J. 
Surhoff, ended up being the centerpiece 
of an offseason deal with the Pittsburgh 
Pirates that sent right-hander Gerrit 
Cole to Houston. Moran’s now doing a 
solid job as the Pirates’ third baseman 

and would’ve been a nice fit for the O’s.
Instead of adding the closer they still 

need, the Astros traded seven players 
and added two top-of-the line starters in 
Verlander and Cole. Moran, blocked by 
the Astros’ sterling infield, was the only 
top-rated prospect lost in the process. 

So, here we are a year later and the 
Astros have the deepest starting rota-
tion in baseball -- and no bona fide closer. 
When push came to shove in the seventh 
game of the World Series last year, the 
Astros turned to a starter, Charlie Mor-

ton, to pitch the last four innings and se-
cure a 5-1 win, almost unheard of in this 
age of specialization. Seven months later 
the Astros are still in the market for a 
closer -- and Britton is even more avail-
able than he was a year ago.

The Orioles, meanwhile, are faced 
with all kinds of tough decisions -- none 
more imminent than how to deal with 
their record-setting left-hander. Britton 
is an elite closer when healthy, but he is 
coming off a difficult Achilles injury and 

will re-join a team that presents few clos-
ing opportunities. Manager Buck Show-
alter may have to resort to mid-game 
situations just to find opportunities to 
showcase Britton, a free agent at the end 
of the year. True save situations are hard 
to come by for the lowest run-scoring 
team in the American League.

Unlike Machado, Britton doesn’t fig-
ure to get a qualifying offer that would 
afford the Orioles draft choice compen-
sation, so this is a case where making the 
best possible deal makes sense. There 
will be precious little time for interested 
teams to gauge Britton’s progress -- and 
for the Orioles to weigh potential offers. 
It’s a window that won’t be open for long.

A quick fix for a closer of Britton’s cal-
iber, assuming he has enough opportuni-
ties to prove he’s healthy, is less compli-
cated than trying to assess a short-term 
value of a player like Machado, whose 
value will best be determined over a long 
haul. There’ll be more teams looking 
to rent a closer than a position player, 
even one with the star quality Machado 
brings to the table.

The stage is set for the same teams 
to be dance partners once again. A year 
ago, the Orioles did the Astros a huge fa-
vor by either turning down or not coun-
tering an offer for Britton. It’s realistic 
to surmise that the Astros wouldn’t 
have won the World Series with Britton 
and without Verlander. They most likely 
wouldn’t have survived the American 
League Championship Series, either, 
had they gotten that far -- all of which 
probably makes deposed Yankees’ man-
ager Joe Girardi wonder what might 
have been. After the Yankees lost the AL 
Championship to the Astros, 4 games to 
3, Girardi was dispatched.

If the Astros come calling again, 
chances are the Orioles will be listening 
-- and a lot more receptive. Last year it 
was a deal the Orioles could refuse, and 
the one the Astros didn’t make, that led 
to a World Series run. 

Will the opposite be the case this 
year? •

Jim Henneman can be reached at 
JimH@pressboxonline.com

 UPON FURTHER REVIEW

  Jim Henneman  

Will Orioles Help Astros’ 
World Series Run, Again?

J

GETTING CLOSER ZACH BRITTON 
UP AND RUNNING FAST ENOUGH TO 
DETERMINE HIS MARKET VALUE COULD 
VERY WELL HAVE A BIGGER IMPACT 
ON BOTH THE SHORT AND LONG TERM 
THAN A DECISION ON MACHADO.
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    LACROSSE REPORT

hile none of the local 
men’s lacrosse teams 
reached their goal of win-
ning a national champi-
onship in 2018, the future 
looks bright for most pro-
grams.

Some of the biggest names in college 
lacrosse will be back on the field for the lo-
cal programs next spring, including Loyola 
attackman Pat Spencer, a finalist for the 
Tewaaraton Award. 

Here’s an early look at the state’s Di-
vision I Men’s lacrosse programs heading 
into 2019. (Teams listed in order of final 
Power Rankings.)

MARYLAND

The Terps (14-4) entered this year’s 
NCAA Tournament as the overall top seed. 
But Maryland was hampered by its lack of 
depth and lost in the national semifinals 
to former Atlantic Coast Conference rival 
Duke. 

The biggest challenge facing head coach 
John Tillman is the loss of midfielder Con-
nor Kelly to graduation. Kelly finished the 
season with 82 points, third-most for a sin-
gle season in Terps  history. 

“This is the best program to be a part 

of, for any high school players, middle 
school players,” Kelly said after the Terps 
lost to Duke. “Maryland sets the standard 
for what it is to play college lacrosse -- just 
hard-working, resilient and just so unself-
ish. I couldn’t think of playing for any other 
program.”

The Terps will also have some challeng-
es defensively. They need to replace goalie 
Dan Morris, defensemen Bryce Young and 
Michael Adler and long-stick midfielder 
Matt Neufeldt.

Nonetheless, Logan Wisnauskas (Boys’ 
Latin), Will Snider and Jared Bernhardt 
return and will help anchor a dangerous 
attack. Maryland also welcomes three, 
highly regarded recruits with attackmen 
Kyle Long and George Wichelns and defen-
seman Brett Makar. All three were named 
All-Americans.

JOHNS HOPKINS

The Blue Jays (12-5) will have to replace 
two of their top playmakers, attackman 
Shack Stanwick and midfielder Joel Tinney.  

Stanwick (Boys’ Latin) finished his ca-
reer ranked fifth in school history in assists 
(117) and tied for seventh in points (209) 
across 64 games, tied for the most contests 
in school history by a single player. Tinney, 
meanwhile, wrapped up his career with 68 
goals and 51 assists.

The Blue Jays, however, should be solid 
defensively with the all three starters back 
on close defense -- Patrick Foley, Owen Col-
well and Jack Rapine. The trio is bolstered 
by the return of long-stick midfielders Rob-
ert Kuhn and Jared Reinson. Short-stick 
defensive midfielders Daniel Jones and Matt 
Hubler will also be key contributors, but 
head coach Dave Pietramala will have to re-
place goalie Brock Turnbaugh (Hereford).

The offense will be led by Kyle Marr, 
who led the team in goals (41) and points 
(58) and finished third in assists (17). Cole 
Williams (Loyola Blakefield) finished with 
35 goals and 14 assists. His 35 goals are the 
most by a Blue Jay sophomore since Ryan 
Brown had 40 in 2014.

Johns Hopkins lost, 14-9, to Duke in the 
NCAA quarterfinals. 

LOYOLA

The Greyhounds (13-4) lost, 8-5, to 
eventual national champion Yale in the 
NCAA quarterfinals. Loyola will be a force 
again next season with the return of Spen-
cer, who finished the season with 35 goals 
and 59 assists. Spencer (Boys’ Latin) also 
became the first player in Loyola Univer-
sity history to earn the Lt. Col. J.I. (Jack) 
Turnbull Award as the nation’s top at-
tackman.

In addition to Spencer, head coach 
Charley Toomey will have fellow starters 
Kevin Lindley and Aidan Olmstead back in 
the lineup. The Greyhounds should boast 
one of the top attacks in the nation. 

“I feel very good about where our pro-
gram is,” Toomey said. 

However, Loyola will face some chal-
lenges defensively and must replace Foster 
Huggins, who was the Patriot League’s De-
fensive Player of the Year. 

NAVY 

The Midshipmen (9-5) suffered a 10-9 
overtime loss to Lehigh in the semifinals of 
the Patriot League Tournament. The set-
back proved to be devastating as they were 
left out of the NCAA Tournament. Still, 
Navy put together an impressive season 
after opening the year with losses to Jack-
sonville and Maryland. 

Navy loses several key players to grad-
uation, including Joe Varello, who was 
named the Patriot League Faceoff Special-
ist of the Year in 2018. 

But Navy will have some firepower back 
on offense. Midfielder Greyson Torain (De-
Matha Catholic), a two-time first-team All-
Patriot League selection, finished the sea-
son with 19 goals and 14 assists. Attackman 
Christian Daniel (Northern), who finished 
with 21 goals and 10 assists, was the team’s 
leading scorer until he got hurt. He missed 
the Army game and played only extra-man 
situations against Syracuse. 

Midfielder Ryan Wade will return for 
his senior year after scoring nine goals and 
assisting on 24 last season. Junior goalie 
Ryan Kern, another two-year starter, will 
help anchor the defense. He was named 
to the USILA National Team of the Week 
after making 18 stops during a 10-7 victory 
against then-No. 14 Lehigh March 24. Both 
Wade and Kern were All-Patriot League se-
lections last season. 

UMBC 

The Retrievers (5-8) had one of the 
nation’s stingiest defenses, holding op-
ponents to a Division I-best 7.77 goals 
per game. Now, UMBC needs to find a 
way to score. After losing seven of their 
opening nine games, the Retrievers ral-
lied and put together a three-game win-
ning streak that included an 11-7 victory 
against then-No. 1 Albany April 6. UMBC 
lost to Vermont in the regular-season fi-
nale, which cost the team a spot in the 
America East Tournament.

The defense will be solid again with the 
returns of goalie Tommy Lingner and de-
fensemen Jason Brewster and Nick Grif-
fin (Liberty). The offense -- hampered by 
season-ending injuries to starters Mitch 
Howell (DeMatha), Trevor Patschorke 
(Severna Park) and Ryan Frawley -- will 
look to take the next step. UMBC will 
count on rising senior midfielder Billy 
Nolan (Arundel), who led the team with 
20 goals and 14 assists, and rising sopho-
more attackman Steven Zichelli (Severna 
Park), who had 17 goals and 10 assists as a 
freshman, to lead the way. 

TOWSON

The Tigers (7-8) overcame some early-
season struggles and advanced to the title 
game of the Colonial Athletic Association 
Tournament, where they fell to the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts, 12-8. The setback 
snapped a three-game winning streak.

Towson allowed 9.6 goals per game, 
compared to 7.7 the previous season. Head 
coach Shawn Nadelen will look to round 
the defense back into form in 2019. 

Goalie Shane Brennan will return in 
goal after starting 14 games as a redshirt 
freshman, experience that should serve 
him well in 2019. Starting defenseman Gray 
Bodden (Winter’s Mill) and Chad Patter-
son (Westminster) also return. That unit 
played much better during the second half 
of the season and did improve its goals-al-
lowed-per-game average each week.

The midfield will be led by rising senior 
Zach Goodrich, who was named the Colo-
nial Athletic Association Defensive Player 
of the Year. Goodrich (Kent Island) played 
in all 15 games and caused 19 turnovers. 
He was also was one of the 25 Tewaaraton 
Trophy Nominees, announced late in the 
regular season.

MOUNT ST. MARY’S

The Mountaineers (5-9) scored 10 goals 
or more in all but five games last season. 
That firepower should carry over to 2019. 
The attack will be led by Brenden McCar-
thy and Chris DiPretoro (Calverton). Mc-
Carthy had 21 goals and 32 assists for a 
team-leading 53 points. DiPretoro had 37 
goals and eight assists. 

In addition, three freshmen -- midfield-
er Henry Berg, defenseman Bryan McIn-
tosh and faceoff specialist Sam Stephan 
-- were named to the Northeast Confer-
ence All-Rookie Team. Those three should 
also be major contributors next season. 
The Mountaineers will have to tighten a 
defense that allowed 12.5 goals per game. •

Local Men's Lacrosse 
Teams Ready To Reload
 Todd Karpovich
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n discussing what makes 
the Harford Community 
College (Bel Air, Md.) 
baseball program such an 
enjoyable if abbreviated 
experience, some of the 
Fighting Owls circled back 

to one act in particular.
“One of the pitchers on our team -- 

big personality guy, he’s really funny and 
[head coach Tom Eller] lets him be him-
self,” infielder Michael Richardson said. 
“Somebody hit a home run and as he’s 
crossing the plate, [the pitcher] dropped 
down and did a split and popped back 
up. At the time it was funny. Everybody 
was laughing; the coaches were laughing. 
That just speaks to the environment that 
Coach Eller creates.”

That pitcher was lefty reliever David 
Moore, who credited his wrestling back-
ground in high school for his flexibility; he 
can drop all the way to the ground in full 
uniform. He first did it as his teammate, in-
fielder and right-handed pitcher Nick Delp, 
crossed home plate after he hit a grand 
slam to end Harford’s game against CCBC-
Dundalk in late March. 

“Whenever something big would happen 
in the game -- whether it was a grand slam 
by [infielder] Joey Schwartz or [pitcher] 
Zach Guth striking out the side -- I could do 
a quick little split, like, ‘Let’s go,’ build some 
momentum, whether we’re down or up by 
a lot of runs,” Moore said. “I don’t know, it 
was just kind of feeding the team, get a little 
laugh out of the kids who may not be as out-
going as me, or maybe for the kids who are 
outgoing who just want to laugh.”

HCC ballplayers have reason to be happy. 
The Owls went 47-14 and outscored oppo-
nents 669-289 this year. The program has 

won four regional championships during the 
past five years and went to the junior college 
World Series in 2016. And most importantly, 
it has sent more than 200 players to four-year 
institutions since Eller took over as coach 
ahead of the 2007 season. 

After sending all 22 of their sophomores 
to four-year schools last year, the Owls are 
on track to send nearly 20 sophomores this 
year. The latest crop includes Guth, a lefty 
starter who will pitch at the University of 
Houston should he decide against signing 
with the Atlanta Braves, who drafted him in 
the 26th round in June’s MLB Draft.

Others include Moore, who’s headed to 
the University of Pittsburgh with two years 
of eligibility remaining; Richardson, who’ll 
play at Ohio University for three years; 
infielder Ryan Calhoun, who’s heading to 
Saint Louis University for two years of ball, 
and right-handed reliever Nick DeCarlo, 
who will play at Mount Olive (N.C) for two 
years.

“My philosophy is if we’re able to get the 
right kids and turn them into a four-year 
product, then we’ll win all by itself,” Eller 
said.

Guth signed with Maryland out of high 
school but had just 12 appearances with the 
Terps as a freshman. He was released from 
his scholarship the following year after an 
injury-riddled season. 

Calhoun first attended a Florida junior 
college, but he wanted to go to school closer 
to home. 

Richardson redshirted at Campbell Uni-
versity (N.C.) as a freshman, but he never 
played at the school and didn’t connect with 
its rural setting. 

Moore attended Fairleigh Dickinson as a 
freshman, but only made nine appearances. 

DeCarlo spent two years at Mount St. 
Mary’s (Md.), redshirting one, but struggled 
academically both years.

They all sought out Eller for a second 
chance.

“I went on a visit, saw them play a game 
and I instantly fell in love,” DeCarlo said. 
“Then I was like, ‘Damn, this is where I want 
to be the next year or two to play,’ so it was a 
no brainer going to Harford.”

For Eller, the challenge is not just find-
ing the right players but making them all fit. 
The HCC baseball program is assigned 1.5 
scholarships per year, according to Eller, and 
since that money is spread across the entire 
roster, every player is essentially paying his 
own way. Eller ends up with about 50 kids on 
his roster during fall ball, about 15 of whom 
will redshirt in the spring to stay on track 
academically for opportunities down the line 
at four-year schools. 

The program sees a constant roster churn 
given that players must move on after their 
sophomore year. Those who redshirted the 
previous year help make up for the losses, as 
do big recruiting classes, which Eller joked 
are a “nightmare” to put together. HCC’s fa-
cilities -- fit with synthetic turf, indoor batting 
cages and grandstands -- help lure in talent, 
according to Eller, but so does the opportu-
nity to compete at a higher level later.

“Our recruiting pitch is to bet on your-
self and try to better yourself while you’re 
here,” Eller said. “If you bet on yourself and 
come to a JUCO -- and say you’re getting 
mid-major [offers] -- then bet on yourself 
and try to develop yourself to the point 
where you want to go SEC or ACC or Big 
Ten or whatever.”

Eller works as a middle man once his 
players step on campus -- connecting them 
with college coaches across the country. 
Guth explained that Eller connected him 
with the Houston coaching staff before he 
ever began matriculating at Harford, and he 
committed to Houston less than a year af-
ter he was released from his scholarship at 

Maryland. Others have similar stories.
“[Eller] talks to a bunch of different 

coaches, and Ohio reached out to him look-
ing for a middle infielder, and he gave them 
my name and put me in contact with them 
and I talked to their coaches,” Richardson 
said. “… Coach Eller helped me a lot. He was 
in constant contact with them. Any ques-
tions that they had, he could answer it. He 
was a big help in getting me to go to Ohio.”

HCC has also sent players directly to the 
professional ranks in recent years. 

Right-hander Dominic DiSabatino was 
drafted by the San Diego Padres in 2016, 
though the bulk of DiSabatino’s time with 
the Padres has been spent rehabbing from 
Tommy John surgery. 

DiSabatino, who was a shortstop for the 
Owls, hit .411/.519/.738 during Harford’s 54-
11 season in 2016. But he was drafted as a 
pitcher thanks to his arm strength; he was 
up to 97 mph before he got hurt. He made 
five appearances on the mound for Harford 
in 2016, racking up three saves. He also threw 
bullpens for scouts.

“If [Eller] knew that [teams] were there 
to see me pitch or something, he’d make sure 
that he put me in the right situation to pitch, 
and he wouldn’t just throw me out there at 
a bad time or something,” DiSabatino said. 
“He always put me in just the good situa-
tions all the time.”

The common thread behind every player’s 
story in recent years is their love of the game 
at Harford. DiSabatino said Eller would play 
music at workouts and hold rounds of bat-
ting practice that were essentially a home 
run derby. And this year, of course, Moore 
would do his splits.

“When I talk to people about it, they don’t 
understand it because you’ve just got to be 
at our practices,” Calhoun said. “I think we 
have so many guys that have come from 
D-Is or other JUCOs or even high school 
and they’re like, ‘Yeah, it’s unbelievable.’ And 
then even guys who go on [are] like, ‘It’s just 
not the same. It’s so awesome.’ Our big joke 
this year was ‘Make Harford a four-year,’ 
because a lot of guys don’t actually want to 
leave when they have to.” •

Harford Baseball A Winning Experience 
En Route To Bigger Opportunities
 Luke Jackson
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f one really presses UMBC women’s soccer 
head coach Vanessa Mann, she’ll talk soc-
cer. But she prefers to go in a different direc-
tion first.

Instead of discussing strategy, perfor-
mance, goals and formations, Mann tends 
to steer the conversation toward topics such 

as character, academics and developing well-rounded young 
women. The rest, she says, will take care of itself. 

“We’ve broken the process down into three areas -- school, 
soccer and social,” said the former William & Mary assistant, 
who was hired Jan. 19. “School comes first. We want to take 
care of that and make sure we are developing good student-
athletes where the professors know their names and faces and 
can point to them and say, ‘Those are women’s soccer ath-
letes,’ and want the rest of the class to perform like them. We 
want to make sure they are going to their mentoring program 
and excelling on midterms and finals. If that is happening, it 
will start to manifest itself in other parts of their lives.”

Mann believes the habits her players develop in the class-
room will translate directly into the soccer culture and their 
social lives, and those values also will help them develop stron-
ger relationships with their friends and families.

It all adds up to developing character, which Mann feels 
equates to success on the field.

“If we are giving them what they need to develop into really 
good people, the soccer stuff will take care of itself,” she said.

While most college coaches talk about creating a good stu-
dent-athlete experience and developing their student-athletes 
into well-rounded people, that mission can get lost at the Divi-
sion I level. Mann feels that it all works hand in hand. 

“We had a good 12 to 16 weeks together,” she said of her 
team's spring. “The most important thing for the spring was 
to just get to know everyone and to start establishing the cul-
ture I wanted to build while developing the relationships with 
the players and staff that I wanted. It really wasn’t too much 
about the X’s and O’s.”

That approach paid off during UMBC’s spring schedule. 
Mann kept it simple, giving each player an equal role and a 
“job description.”

“I told the team we were going to need anyone and everyone 
to contribute,” she said. “We were not in the shape we needed 
to be, so they were going to share the load in the spring and 
get equal playing time. I asked them to be good at what they 
are already good at instead of pigeonholing the team into any 
type of systems. Each one of them was asked to adhere to the 
job description and told that she was a piece to the puzzle. We 
asked them to be the best they could be in the game that day, 

and they did it. I think it surprised them how well they did.” 
The results, according to Mann, were overwhelmingly posi-
tive. She said the Retrievers scored “16 or 17 goals” in the four 
contests while allowing only two scores -- one on a set piece 
and another during field play.

Mann, who played at the University of Nevada and served 
as an assistant there and at Oklahoma before heading to Wil-
liam & Mary, said her on-field approach won’t change much 
once the season begins. 

“I was a more creative player,” she said, “so I like to let 
players bring their individual style and flair to the field. That’s 
something that makes the game great.”

Mann’s approach in assembling her staff was similar. In 
hiring assistants Sam Kirschenbaum and Jen Mavis, she 
looked for coaches with different strengths who she can turn 
loose to do what they do best. 

“I’ve tried to surround myself with very good people who 
are great at what they do,” she said. “One of my assistants is 
a great at scouting. The second is very good at teaching and 
instructing. Our athletic training and strength and condition-
ing staff is great. Everybody is a piece in the puzzle, which is 
important for us if we are going to do well.”

For Mann, doing well means qualifying for the America 
East Tournament annually. She inherits a team that was 4-10-
3 overall (2-6 in the America East) and has not qualified for 
the conference tournament since 2015. She has eight recruits 
coming to campus in August and can’t wait to get started.

“I thought it was important to have each family on cam-
pus, so I could meet them and they could meet me,” Mann 
said. “We walked the campus and had good conversations. We 
have some really talented women coming in who are fantastic 
in the classroom and on the field. We have a great balance of 
talent in our 2018 class, and it was fun getting to know them. 
I’m excited to be able to work with them and to get started in 
August.” •

New UMBC Women’s Soccer 
Coach Vanessa Mann Brings 
Fresh Approach To Catonsville
 Scott Lowe
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achel Fleig, who plays 
three sports for Chesa-
peake High School in Anne 
Arundel County, is the U.S. 
Army Impact Player of the 
Month for June.

Fleig, who just com-
pleted her junior year, was 

nominated by Chesapeake high school head 
field hockey coach Joan Johnson. 

“Rachel was selected last summer to par-
ticipate on the Region Seven team selected 
for USA Field Hockey’s National Futures 
Championship Team, and from there, se-
lected to the AAU Junior Olympics where her 
team won the silver medal,” Johnson wrote in 
her nomination. “Rachel is a three-sport ath-
lete and a leader at Chesapeake. She was also 
a captain her junior year for both the field 
hockey and bowling teams.”

In addition to field hockey and unified 
bowling, Fleig is a member of Chesapeake’s 
outdoor track team during the spring, run-
ning on relay teams and competing in the 
long jump.  

In an age when many high school ath-
letes are told to focus on one sport in order 
to get a college scholarship, Fleig has proven 
that playing multiple sports is beneficial, too. 
Fleig has already committed to play field 
hockey at the NCAA Division I level for Ap-
palachian State University.

“I don’t want to just sit around those 
other two seasons and be a one-sport athlete 
because I have fun playing other sports,” said 
Fleig, who’s accrued a 3.75 GPA at Chesa-
peake. “It’s fun to encourage others to get out 
there, work hard and focus on getting better.”

Fleig has enjoyed a standout field hockey 
career during a golden era for the Chesa-
peake program.

The field hockey program had never won 
a Maryland Public Secondary School Athlet-
ic Association state title prior to 2013, when 
Johnson began coaching at Chesapeake, 
and the group’s last regional title had come 
in 2001. The Cougars’ fortunes have changed 
dramatically with Johnson at the helm, with 
multiple Anne Arundel County titles and 
MPSSAA 3A state championships in 2016 
and 2017.

Fleig, who is a three-year starter, has been 
a key cog in Chesapeake’s surge. A forward 
and midfielder, she’s been a constant scor-
ing threat her entire career. This past season, 
she netted 15 goals and 17 assists, while as a 
sophomore, she scored 21 times, and dished 
out 15 assists.

“The girls we have are underdogs,” Fleig 
said. “We’d never won anything before, so 
we aren’t used to getting handed things. It 
means a lot to work hard at everything, like 
practicing and conditioning, and to turn 
around the program. I feel like we’ve done a 
good job of setting it up for the future.”

Fleig’s influence on the Cougars’ field 

hockey program extends beyond the field of 
play, according to Johnson. She’s been known 
to set up team bonding nights at her house 
for the entire squad to ensure everyone in the 
group feels more comfortable around each 
other.

“In practice I try to lead by example -- go 
first during drills, and encourage everyone to 
do their best,” Fleig said. “I also encourage 
my teammates to hang out with one another 
and do things together. My main goal for the 
team this season is to come together more 
than ever before. If we focus on teamwork 
and passing, I think we’ll be even more effi-
cient than we have been in the past.”

Fleig has also had a strong influence 
on Chesapeake’s unified bowling program. 
Originally trying out for the team just be-
cause she thought it sounded fun, Fleig be-
came a crucial player for a Cougars squad 
that won a county championship this past 
winter.

“Rachel has a sense of friendliness and fair 
play, often treating people courteously even 
when other teammates start to get tired,” 
unified bowling head coach Nancy Czach 
said. “Rachel’s healthy perspective and 
cheerful demeanor have made her a favorite 
on the team since she joined.”

For Fleig, being a member of the team and 
getting to interact with her teammates, some 
of whom have physical or mental disabilities, 
has been an amazing experience.

“I never want to leave the bowling team,” 
Fleig said. “It’s made me appreciate what I 
have a lot more because a lot of kids aren’t as 
fortunate as I’ve been. It’s also helped rein-
force to me how important it is to be kind to 
one another. Being a member of the bowling 
team has made me a much better person, my 
teammates have helped me so much.” •

  Wick Eisenberg

Rachel Fleig Named 
U.S. Army Impact 
Player Of The Month

R

The Impact Player of the Month 
Award is given to an individual 

who has impacted his or her  
team in a positive way, both on 

and off the field. 
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ew athletes in the Baltimore area have had 
as big of an impact on their sport as wres-
tler Cassy Lopez, who recently graduated 
from Mount Hebron High School. 

Lopez made history May 3 by becom-
ing the first female to sign a National Let-
ter of Intent and accept a scholarship to 

wrestle at the NCAA Division I level. Next fall, Lopez will 
attend Presbyterian College (S.C.), where she’ll headline 
the school’s new female wrestling team. The program will 
compete in the newly formed Women’s Collegiate Wres-
tling Association in 2019.

“When I think about wrestling in college I get excited 
because I’ll get the opportunity to wrestle the best girls 
in the country and even some future Olympians,” Lopez 
said. “When I signed, it felt great because it was a long de-
cision going through other schools. Everything came into 
place, and I couldn’t be happier with my decision.”

Committing to play in college capped a monumental 
high school career -- but it almost never happened. 

Lopez wanted to play a sport for Mt. Hebron heading into 
the winter of her freshman year, and wrestling sounded inter-
esting to her because she had competed for a couple years in 
Brazilian jiu-jitsu prior to high school. 

Lopez was unsure about trying out, though, because she 
didn’t know if girls were allowed. 

Her father encouraged her to go to tryouts and see what 
it was all about. It was tough, Lopez said, but she enjoyed it 
and quickly became hooked.

Lopez said a key to her success was having a supportive 
group of teammates who were excited to have her on the 
team.

“I knew some of them because they went to my middle 
school,” Lopez said. “They were all very welcoming and en-
couraging. As a freshman I was nervous about being a girl 
who wrestled, but I knew I could do it.”

For Mt. Hebron’s coach Dan Harman, it was important 
to establish early that Lopez was going to be treated like any 
other wrestler on the roster.

“As a coach, you have to treat everyone equally,” Harman 
said. “I did my best to throw her to the wolves and not give 
her any advantages. Wrestling is different from most sports 
-- you practice in a small room, the door is closed and it’s 
sweaty. There’s loud music playing, plenty of yelling and 
sometimes there’s blood. It’s an aggressive environment, and 
I didn’t want to single her out. It didn’t matter that Cassy 
is a girl, she had to succeed in that environment and to her 
credit, she did a fantastic job of putting her head down and 
working.” 

After an enjoyable freshman season, Lopez had a break-

out sophomore campaign. She went undefeated while wres-
tling at the junior varsity level for the 106-pound weight class, 
winning a Howard County championship in the process. Lo-
pez also had a few opportunities to compete at the varsity 
level and held her own. 

That paved the way for Lopez to regularly compete for 
Mt. Hebron her final two years at the 106-pound weight clas-
sification, with her personal highlight being a win on her se-
nior night as Mt. Hebron beat Hammond.

“We were expected to lose, but every one of my teammates 
beat their opponents to start,” Lopez said. “I got a little ner-
vous when it was my match, but I was able to reverse my op-
ponent in the second period and get the pin. It was awesome, 
everyone went wild, and our team won pretty handily.”

For Lopez, the rush she feels when the referee raises her 
hand after a victory is her favorite part about the sport.

“I devote myself to wrestling and winning shows that hard 
work pays off,” Lopez said. “I love helping my team rack up 
points on the scoreboard and helping them win. I always get 
a little nervous before a match, but once it starts I get into 
this zone and it’s so much fun.”

Lopez joins an elite group of female wrestlers from Mary-
land who have helped raise the profile of women participat-
ing in the sport, including Rockville, Md., native Helen Ma-
roulis. 

At the 2016 Olympics, Maroulis became the first Ameri-
can woman to win a gold medal in the sport. Others include 
Nicole Woody, who went to Arundel and was the first girl to 
reach a Maryland Public Secondary School Athletic Associa-
tion state final in 2007; and Monica Hovermale, who became 
the first girl in Maryland’s history to reach 100 career wins 
while competing for Smithsburg from 2007-2010.

Lopez looked up to all three when she started wrestling, 
and now, she’s become a hero for a new generation of young 
female wrestlers, which Harman believes will help push the 
sport.

“I now have another girl on my team,” Harman said. 
“Wrestling does not have the same standing as lacrosse or 
soccer in Maryland, so anytime you can promote the sport 
it’s a good thing, and that’s what she’s done through her 
amazing accomplishments.”

Lopez’s success comes at a time when female participa-
tion in the sport is on the rise. The numbers of girls in wres-
tling has increased significantly nationally, both at the high 
school level and collegiately. 

“At tournaments I’ve had other girls come up to me to 
talk about wrestling, and it’s really rewarding,” Lopez said. 
“I’m helping inspire other girls to compete in the sport I love, 
which is cool.”

Locally, there was a major breakthrough this past winter 
when the MPSSAA hosted its first all-girls wrestling tourna-
ment, which could become an annual event. Lopez, who went 
4-0 and won the 106-pound classification at the tournament, 
was one of 78 girls who participated in the event.

For the most part, Lopez says the mentality she’s come 
across when it comes to girls participating in wrestling has 
been positive, though she’s encountered the occasional taunt 
or jibe about it. The worst she’s dealt with was at a scrim-
mage as a freshman when an opponent refused to wrestle her.

It’s a mindset Lopez and plenty of other girls are proving 
is outdated.

“I definitely think that women can do anything they set 
their mind to,” Lopez said. “At first it was a little intimidat-
ing, but once I was able to learn the skills, it was a lot of fun. 
This isn’t a sport that is just for males. It’s on the come up 
for females and you can see that because of how many of us 
are doing it now.”

Lopez is excited to get to Presbyterian and start her colle-
giate career. She’s hoping to become an NCAA All-American 
while also earning a degree in biology so she can pursue a 
career in the dental industry.

Lopez is hoping more girls will have the opportunity to 
experience what she has throughout the past four years.

“I want to let girls know that they should think about 
wrestling as any other sport,” Lopez said. “Though it will be 
mostly boys trying out, just think about it as something that 
if you put your mind to it, you can accomplish what they can. 
If you devote yourself to the sport you’ll definitely do well.” •

 VARSITY REPORT

Mt. Hebron Graduate Cassy Lopez 
‘Couldn’t Be Happier’ To Continue 
Wrestling Career At Presbyterian
 Wick Eisenberg
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(from left to right) assistant coach Dave Lucania, Cassy Lopez, head coach Dan Harman
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 WALKS/RACES

JUNE 17 -- GBMC FATHER’S DAY 5K 
The 5K and one-mile fun walk will benefit GMBC’s Neonatal Intensive 
Care Unit (NICU). Registrations begin at 6:30 a.m., with the race 
starting at 8 a.m. at the GBMC campus, 6545 N. Charles St. For more 
information and to register, visit gbmc.org/5K or call 443-849-2120.

JUNE 17 -- MILES THAT MATTER PIKESVILLE 
5K RUN & WALK
Help support two great causes: The Ulman Cancer Fund for Young 
Adults and the Pikesville Chamber. Your race entry will help fight 
cancer but also provide the chamber the opportunity to keep 
Pikesville a vibrant community where people want to live, work and 
shop. The race begins at the Woodholme Center at 8 a.m. For more 
information and to register, visit runsignup.com/Race/MD/Pikesville/
MilesThatMatterPikesville5K.

JUNE 23 -- CRAB RUN 5K 
The Charm City Crab Run 5K will start and end in Baltimore’s 
beautiful Inner Harbor. As you finish your race, you will find yourself 
immersed in the largest Crab & Beer Festival in Charm City, with 
more than 50 beers to choose from along with food trucks, arts & 
crafts and live music on the Main Stage. If you’d like to eat crabs, you 
can purchase them ala carte or select the VIP - All You Care To Eat 
Option. Teams are encouraged, and there will be a costume contest. 
To register, visit mdcrabfest.com/baltimore/crabrun.

JUNE 24 -- MERCY BALTIMORE WOMEN’S 
CLASSIC 5K
Please join us for the Mid-Atlantic’s largest all-women’s 5K: the 
Mercy Baltimore Women’s Classic. Women from the surrounding 
areas and of all participant levels will share in the accomplishment 
of completing a 5K through Baltimore’s Inner Harbor while working 
to raise funds to provide support services for female cancer patients 
and their families. The participants are encouraged to attend the 
Finish Line Festival at the conclusion of the event and visit with 
several local businesses that cater to women. The race begins at 
Rash Field at 8 a.m. For more information and to register, visit 
charmcityrun.com/calendar/bwc5k.

JULY 1 -- INDEPENDENCE DAY 4 MILER 
PRESENTED BY INDEPENDENT BREWING 
COMPANY
Join us for the second Annual Independence Day 4 Miler presented 
by Independent Brewery. Come out in your red, white and blue, run 
the Ma & Pa Trail and end at Independent Brewing Company in Bel 
Air where your first beer is included with race registration. The race 
begins at 8 a.m. For more information and to register, visit charmci-
tyrun.com/calendar/independenceday4miler.

JULY 14 -- CASEY CARES/ORIOLES 5K 
Lace up your running shoes for an incredible cause to benefit the 
Casey Cares Foundation, which provides uplifting and ongoing 
programs with a special touch to critically ill children and their 
families. The 3.1 mile run/walk begins and ends at Oriole Park at 
Camden Yards. Registration begins at 6:30 a.m. and the race will 
start 8 a.m. For more information, visit caseycaresfoundation.org 
or call 443-568-0064.

 BASEBALL/SOFTBALL 

JULY 20 -- BOWIE BAYSOX DAVID BOWIE 
TRIBUTE EVENT
The Baysox continue their series to honor legendary musician 
David Bowie. There will be a David Bowie-themed game-worn jersey 
auction, David Bowie music and more throughout the game. After 
the game, enjoy a fireworks set to David Bowie’s hits. For more 
information, visit milb.com/bowie.

BLUE DEVIL UMPIRE ASSOCIATION
New baseball umpires are needed to officiate in Baltimore, Carroll 
and Frederick counties. No experience is necessary. Email Bob 
Frank at lawyerfrank@comcast.net or call 410-493-7011 or contact 
Larry Silverman at Bluedevilumps@comcast.net or call 410-484-
2118.

ADULT BASEBALL
Join the Eastern Baltimore County over-40 baseball league, which 
plays with wood bats on 90-foot diamonds. Players of all skill levels 
are encouraged to visit over40baseball.org or call Mike Lockett at 
410-446-0443.

 SOCCER/RUGBY/SQUASH

JUNE 20-21 -- SHOOTOUT FOR SOLDIERS 
Shootout For Soldiers is coming to Baltimore to host a 24-hour 
lacrosse event benefiting American veterans. Shootout For Soldiers 
is a nonprofit organization that uses lacrosse as a platform to amplify 
community engagement with local veterans. The event features 24 
one-hour games in a row. Participating teams play one one-hour slot 
during the event, which is open to men’s and women’s teams of all 
ages. For more information, visit shootoutforsoldiers.com.

CRAB KICKERS 
Register now for Crab Kickers summer programs. Crab Kickers, pow-
ered by Mighty Kicks, is a one-of-a-kind soccer program developed to 
provide a dynamic environment where children can develop soccer 
skills, social skills, coordination, confidence and self-esteem built on 
a solid foundation of fun. For more information or to register, visit 
mightykicksbaltimore.com/index.cfm.

SQUASH
SquashWise provides incentives for middle school students to 
excel academically, athletically and socially, as well as the oppor-
tunity to compete in local and national squash tournaments. No 
squash experience is necessary to become a tutor. Visit baltimor-
esquashwise.org to make your tax-deductible donation. To make 
equipment donations and/or become a volunteer tutor, email 
abbym@baltimoresquashwise.org.

RUGBY
The Baltimore-Chesapeake Rugby Football Club, the region’s 
only Division I men’s rugby club, is looking for experienced 

players or those new to the game. For more information, email 
baltimorechesapeakerugby@gmail.com or visit baltimorerugby.net.

 OTHER ACTIVITIES

JUNE 18 -- SECOND ANNUAL MOTORWEEK 
GOLF TOURNAMENT
Award-winning automotive television series MotorWeek will host 

its second annual MotorWeek Golf Tournament on at Eagles Nest 

Country Club in Phoenix, Md. Golfers will have the opportunity to 

take home prizes through traditional golf contests, such as hole-

in-one, longest drive and closest to the pin challenges as well 

as a raffle. Tickets cost $150 for individual golfers and $550 for a 

foursome. Registration includes contest prizes, greens fees, cart 

fees and range balls. Breakfast, lunch, snacks on the course, and 

refreshments, including beer, are also provided. The event begins 

with a 9 a.m. shotgun start. Proceeds from the MotorWeek Golf 

Tournament benefit MPT Foundation, Inc. For more information 

and to register, visit mpt.org/events.

JUNE 23 -- 10TH ANNUAL BALTIMORE 
DRAGON BOAT CHALLENGE
The 10th Annual Baltimore Dragon Boat Challenge will be held from 

8 a.m. to 4 p.m. along the waterfront promenade at Under Armour’s 

Headquarters in the City’s Locust Point Neighborhood. (Rain date: 

Sunday, June 24.) Boat Club will host a mix of corporate, city, breast 

cancer, and club dragon boat teams from Maryland, Pennsylvania, 

New York, North Carolina, Illinois, Massachusetts and the District 

of Columbia in 500-meter races. More information is available online 

at baltimoredragonboatclub.com/home.

GRACE BEAUTY SPEED TRACK CLUB 
YOUTH OUTDOOR SERIES
Grace Beauty is a dynamic youth program that offers coaching 

and mentorship to female athletes, beginner to advance. Runners 

learn the sport of track & field with distance, sprints and selected 

field events. To register, contact deborah@gracebeautyspeed.org or 

410-921-9427.

BABE RUTH MUSEUM
The improved Babe Ruth Birthplace Museum has reopened next 

to Camden Yards. Babe Ruth’s legacy shaped the sports and 

American life we live now. Consider making a tax-deductible dona-

tion. Visit baberuthmuseum.org/donate or call 410-727-1539, ext. 3012.

HOMESCHOOL SPORTS
Baltimore-area homeschooled boys and girls in grades six-12 inter-

ested in playing interscholastic sports -- such as soccer, volleyball 

and baseball -- can register for the upcoming school season. For 

more information or to register, email chensports@verizon.net.

MARYLAND OFFICIALS CLUB
Interested in becoming a high school swimming official in the 

Baltimore-Anne Arundel area? Experience as a competitive swim-

mer or coach at the high school, college or masters level -- or prior 

experience officiating -- is strongly preferred. Email mdcommish@

comcast.net or call Mike Connors at 410-653-7307.

DUCKPIN BOWLING 
There are openings for youth duckpin-bowling leagues for ages 

3-21 at various duckpin centers in Baltimore. Most programs run 

Saturday mornings and include bowling, shoe rental and coaching. 

For more information, visit ndya.org, call Stacy Karten at 410-356-

0936 or “like” duckpin bowling at facebook.com/theduckpinnews.

OFFICIALS WANTED
Do you love roller derby? Do you love whistles? Do you love stats? 

Then you may be ready to join the ranks of the Charm City Roller 

Girls’ officiating crew, which is looking for skating and non-skating 

officials of all skill levels. No experience necessary. For more infor-

mation, email referees@charmcityrollergirls.com. 

 COMMUNITY BEAT



bLUe Pit bbQ & WHisKey bAR 
1601 UNioN ave, baltimore  •  443-948-5590  •  blUepitbbQ.com 

“best oUtdoor driNKiNG” – BEST OF BALTIMORE, 2014 

bALtiMoRe is FoR cRAbs.
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They said it onThey said it on “Joe, you played your ass off. You hear me, man? I’m tell-
ing you, man, don’t ever -- don’t ever -- drop your head 
when it comes to a loss, dog, because there’s too much 
pain outside of this that people are really going through. 
This right here makes us stronger. Let’s understand who we 
are as a team, let’s understand who we are as men, and 
let’s make somebody smile when we walk out of here. We 
got the opportunity to keep going, men. Let’s be stronger 
as a team, men. Let’s be who we are.”

-- After the Ravens lost to the New England Patriots in the 2011 AFC 
Championship Game 

“You see that ball drop in Jacoby hands -- that’s the first 
time in an eighty-plus-thousand stadium you can hear a rat 
piss on cotton.”

- During the NFL Films' “America’s Game: 2012 Baltimore Ravens” 
in reference to the “Mile High Miracle” during the 2012 AFC Divi-
sional Playoff game

“We’re built a certain way, and we got each other’s 
backs. Last year when we walked up out of here [after 
losing the AFC title game], I told them, I said, ‘We’ll be 
back. Don’t hold your heads down because we got some-
thing to finish. … No weapon formed against this team 
shall prosper.’”

- After the Ravens’ AFC Championship game win against New Eng-
land in January 2013 

“I told my team that this would be my last ride. And I 
told them I was just at so much peace in where I am 

with my decision, because of everything I’ve done 
in this league. I’ve done it. I’ve done it, man. 
There’s no accolade that I don’t have individu-
ally.”

- At a news conference Jan. 2, 2013, announcing he 
would retire at the end of the season

“I tell people all the time, there’s no better 
games to play in, for your legacy, for the 
reason you play the game.”
- On the Ravens-Steelers rivalry 

“This organization is No. 1 in the entire 
world. … Baltimore, what we did togeth-

er, not once, but twice. This city, this city is 
what love is all about. For 17 years, I gave 

everything I had. I left it all on the field.”
- At his Ring of Honor ceremony 

“A blind cat will find a meal every once in a while.”
- In 2010, after Cleveland Browns running back Peyton Hillis steam-
rolled the Ravens for 144 yards and a touchdown

LEWIS
RAY
They said itThey said it

EDDITION



 

had the pleasure of col-
lecting the majority of 
the Ray Lewis anec-
dotes you’ve read in this 
month’s special issue of 
PressBox. 

Before I get to my 
point, I’m going to take a short dip in Lake 
Me. I was 12 years old when the Baltimore 
Ravens selected Ray Lewis in the 1996 NFL 
Draft. I was 29 years old when I stood on 
the field with confetti falling as the team 
celebrated its second Super Bowl title in 
Lewis’ final career game. I transformed 
from bright-eyed super fan to cynical re-
porter and analyst during that span. 

Of course, Lewis was the constant dur-
ing that stretch. As a kid, I owned a Ray 
Lewis jersey that I wore proudly. As an 
adult, I had to collect myself at one point 
when we were walking and talking in a hall-
way and he said, “Glenn, you’re killing me. I 

don’t have time to deal with you right now.” 
I didn’t have to collect myself because I 
was frustrated that an interview subject 
was dismissing me. I had to collect myself 
because it was the first time I realized how 
wild it was that a football icon I rooted for 
as a child knew who I was. 

That’s not a #humblebrag. It’s rather 
embarrassing to me, in fact. But it speaks 
to the significance of the player. More than 
that, it speaks to the significance of the fig-
ure. 

Sure, Ray Lewis is a complicated hu-
man. Any time you think to offer praise to 
the man, someone is waiting to remind you 
of this. They’re not wrong. Few of us even 
attempt to hide from Lewis’ complications. 
Unlike those who have watched from afar, 
we know the details of Lewis’ life intimately 
here. Frankly, it’s why we don’t obsess more 
over the events that occurred in Atlanta in 
2000. Unlike those who have merely heard 
the words “Ray Lewis” and “murder” con-
nected, we know that at no point did any-
one ever think Lewis actually had anything 

to do with a murder. 
I don’t say that to diminish the signifi-

cance of the man pleading guilty to ob-
struction of justice in a murder trial. As I 
said, he’s a complicated human. But those 
complications do not extend to his signifi-
cance to Baltimore, or more importantly, 
to his significance to the Baltimore Ravens. 

Former Ravens defensive coordina-
tor Rex Ryan said the phrase “Play Like 
A Raven” may as well have been “Play 
Like Ray Lewis.” Perhaps nothing could 
define the measure of the player better. 
Maybe fellow Ravens legends Jonathan 
Ogden and Ed Reed were just as good (if 
not better somehow?) at actually playing 
football. But Lewis was -- and despite be-
ing retired for five years, probably still is 
-- the walking embodiment of the Balti-
more Ravens. 

There’s a “for better or worse” conno-
tation to that. The organization probably 
should have spent a little more time figur-
ing out how the offensive side of the game 
worked during its 22 seasons -- save for one 

magical January. But the overwhelming 
majority of the franchise’s existence has 
given fans feelings of total euphoria dur-
ing its best moments, and during its worst, 
still complete relevance. Without Ray Lew-
is, there’s no certainty the Ravens would 
be anything more than the Buffalo Bills or 
Detroit Lions. 

The post-Ray Lewis era of Ravens 
football has been … bumpy. The team has 
largely been an afterthought in the greater 
scope of the NFL, and it’s hard to imagine 
a time when the relationship between the 
team and the city has been more fractured. 
That could all go away within the course of 
a season. Perhaps quarterback Joe Flac-
co (or Lamar Jackson?) will throw for 50 
touchdowns this season and the team will 
be both the talk of the town and league 
again. 

But watching how difficult things have 
been throughout the last five years has 
provided a particularly loud reminder of 
just how much Ray Lewis meant when he 
wore purple and black. While not solely 
because of him, the Ravens never went 
through a five-year span of such difficulty 
with him in uniform. His presence not only 
made the team matter, but in some strange 
way, he made the city better and gave Bal-
timoreans a bit of a “swagger” that at times 
was honestly more like arrogance. 

So, as Lewis prepares to take his place 
among the game’s legends in Canton, Ohio, 
it seems appropriate that we again offer 
our sincere appreciation to the man. It may 
be complicated, but Baltimore was far bet-
ter for having him. •
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 THE REALITY CHECK

  Glenn Clark

Despite Complicated Legacy, Ray Lewis 
Deserves Baltimore’s Sincere Appreciation
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 DIAMOND COMIC PRESENTS:  

RICIG’S WORLD OF SPORTS



 If you like 
Baseball, Great Food
  and Cold Drinks ...

 If you like 
Baseball, Great Food
  and Cold Drinks ...

You have to
 

 here 
    when you cross the Bay Bridge!

ARE YOU READY FOR A 
HALL OF FAME EXPERIENCE? 

(located off of Rt. 50 East of the Bay Bridge, Exit 37)
216 St. Claire Place Stevensville, MD 21666   •  410.604.1120   •  BigBats.com




