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 large part of what we 
love about sports are 
the memories we hold 
so near and dear to our 
hearts. 

There are many life-
long Baltimore football 

fans who can recite chapter and verse 
about a trip to Westminster, Md., for a 
Colts practice that ended with them 
getting an autograph or a picture with 
Johnny Unitas or Art Donovan. 

Or maybe there is a story of a brush 
with fame at the Golden Arm Restaurant 
or at Ameche’s Drive-in with either Alan 
“The Horse” Ameche or eventually Gino 
Marchetti when he took over and started 
up the early Gino’s franchise in town.

Quite often, before an O’s home game, 
I’ll grab a sandwich out at Boog’s BBQ. I 
remain amazed at the volume of people 
Boog Powell touched when he was a star 
in the 1960s and 1970s with the Orioles. 
These people come out to eat and recount 
a story that takes them back to a time 
when they were younger and the world 
was much simpler. Retelling memories is 
part of the grand experience they have.

Personally, I am fond of recounting 
stories of my month-long stay at the Ted 
Williams Baseball Camp in Lakeville, 
Mass., in 1967, and how I rubbed elbows 
with “Teddy Ballgame.”

Upon hearing the news of Muhammad 
Ali’s passing June 3, I was immediately 
reminded of my favorite sports memory. 
And the irony is that it’s not even my 
own memory. It’s one my good friend, 
Gary Stein, has had for close to 40 years. 
Yes, this is the same Gary Stein who is 
my co-host on our weekly “Inside Press-
Box” TV show, which airs at 10:30 a.m. 
Sundays on WMAR.

In fact, I called Stein June 4 and asked 
him to be a guest on “The Bat Around,” 
normally the baseball-only live-stream-
ing show I do with Adam Gladstone Sat-
urday mornings. Naturally, every sports 
show worth its salt was talking about Ali 
June 4.

Stein had heard the news about Ali’s 
death and was very willing to join us to 
recount the story he had shared with me 
nearly three decades ago.

Stein was born in Miami Beach, Fla., 

in 1961. He, along with his two brothers 
and one sister, was brought up in a mid-
dle-class Jewish section of Miami Beach.

His father, Joe, is 98 years old and is 
still living in Miami Beach. He used to 
own a neighborhood grocery store on 
Sixth Street and Washington Avenue in 
Miami Beach. The gym Ali was famous 
for working out at in Miami Beach was 
located at Fifth Street and Washing-
ton -- just a block away from Joe Stein’s 
Thrifty’s Super Market.

The 5th Street Gym was on the top 
floor of a building that housed a Rexall 
Pharmacy on the first floor, and 25 steps 
up was the dingy and nondescript gym 
where “The Greatest” trained for large 
chunks of his 21-year pro career.

As Stein told me the story so many 
moons ago, Ali used to live in a place 
he owned in the Octagon Towers, which 
was across the street from the Miami 
Beach Convention Center (which, ironi-
cally, was the site of then-Cassius Clay’s 
first heavyweight championship win ver-
sus Sonny Liston Feb. 25, 1964), and he 
would do his morning road work on a 25- 
to 30-minute run from his home to the 
5th Street Gym. 

Ali would come into the back of 
Thrifty’s at about 6:30 a.m. three to four 
days per week to get his fresh orange 
juice, and he would pick out other fresh 
produce to eat throughout the day.

The years, as Stein remembers, were 
1976-78. He is certain of this, because 
those were his high school years. Think-
ing back on it, Stein would share his 
football exploits and other ways in which 
he kept his school work, his work and his 
sports all planned out. He even remem-
bers Ali being impressed with how Stein 
kept so much organization.

This was a time period after Ali had 
fought perhaps his four most high-pro-

filed fights: the first two versus Joe Fra-
zier, in 1971 when “Smokin’ Joe” won to 
retain the heavyweight title and then 
Ali’s victory in a 1974 non-title bout; the 
“Rumble in the Jungle,” in which Ali 
upset George Foreman Oct. 29, 1974 to 
again capture the heavyweight crown, 
and, of course, the third and final part 
of the Frazier-Ali trilogy, “The Thrilla 
in Manila,” in which Ali successfully de-
fended his title in 1975.

As I told Stein about my plans to write 
on this topic for my monthly column, 
he confided to me, that, at the time, he 
never really understood the significance 
of his special moments with perhaps the 
most iconic sports personality of the 
20th century. 

What Stein remembers through the 
years was how physically imposing Ali 
was at 6-foot-3, 230-240 pounds with 
hands that were enormously big.

Ali had other places dotted across the 
U.S. where he trained for certain fights, 
but he would always come home to Mi-
ami Beach and the famous 5th Street 
Gym, where he was always overseen by 
trainer Angelo Dundee and the “Fight 
Doctor,” Ferdie Pacheco. 

And he’d always find his way into the 
back of Thrifty’s for juice, produce and 
updates on how Stein and his brothers 
were doing.

I called Stein the other day to make 
sure I had all of the details of his story 
correct. At the end of the conversation, 
he told me how happy these memories 
make him.

“The saddest part is that in my dad’s 
office, there were all kinds of pictures of 
Ali with us up on the walls,” Stein said. 
“But when I went away to college and 
my dad closed the business, the pictures 
just got thrown away. We have no idea 
where any of them are today.”

But the memories are still in Stein’s 
head and obviously in his heart. And 
right now, with Ali’s death so recent and 
the emotions so raw, these memories 
have been pushed to the forefront of his 
memory. Clearly, these are memories 
Stein owns. They bring a smile to his face 
and are quite clearly his favorite sports 
memories, too. 
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 ONE FAN’S OPINION

Muhammad Ali’s Death 
Brings Fond Memories 
For PressBox’s Gary Stein
  Stan “The Fan” Charles

A

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
give stan a piece of your mind at 

PRESSBOXONLINE.COM
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hen Baltimore-area attorney Elliott 
Goldberg died three years ago, his 
wife, Harriett, thought carefully about 
how to honor his memory. Elliott 
Goldberg died of bladder cancer, but 
he suffered for years with Parkinson’s 
disease, a degenerative disorder of the 

central nervous system mainly affecting the motor sys-
tem, while maintaining an active lifestyle of working 
out and playing golf. 

Harriett Goldberg organized the I. Elliott Goldberg 
Memorial golf tournament in the fall of 2015 and raised 
$11,000. She thought about donating money to cancer 
research but settled instead on a way to help those still 
suffering from Parkinson’s by finding a space for them 
to exercise for free. 

“I wanted to help people suffering from this disease 
while they were still alive,” she said. “My husband al-
ways had a smile on his face and never complained. 
He was the perfect father. He played golf and went to 
court. Few people knew he had the disease. He would 
be thrilled to know that we’re helping people.” 

The exercise classes take place in a donated space 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1:30-2:30 p.m. in the 
FX Studios, an Under Armour Performance Center lo-
cated on Pepper Road in Hunt Valley, Md. 

“Harriett’s a very special person,” said Jared Cohen, 
managing partner of FX Physical Therapy. “She want-
ed to honor her husband’s memory by giving the gift of 
exercise. It’s a tremendous benefit.”

Harriett Goldberg contacted the organization, 
which is dedicated to improving the lives of those with 
Parkinson’s through education, communication and 
exercise programs. The foundation offers 180 exercise 
programs at no cost across the Baltimore-Washington, 
D.C., corridor as well as “Walk Off Parkinson’s,” an an-
nual fundraising event at Nationals Park. She learned 
about their community-based programs and began 

looking for a location.  
Harriett Goldberg mentioned she was looking for a 

space to her friend, Jerod Felice, the managing partner 
of FX Studios and a physical therapist. Felice spoke to 
FX Studios owner Nate Costa.

“Harriett and Elliott were always looking to help 
people,” Felice said. “Nate found a place in his heart. It 
was easy to say, ‘Yes.’”

The first class began in May, with four people com-
ing in, and word continues to spread through fliers and 
word of mouth. The numbers are growing by the week, 
and boxing has been a popular exercise for Parkinson’s 
patients. 

“I saw a man get up from his chair and start using 
the punching bag,” Harriett Goldberg said. “He said, 
‘Thank you.’”

Felice said throwing a punch is a total body exercise, 
and that kind of strong, empowered movement is im-
portant for Parkinson’s sufferers. Being with others is 
also a key factor.  

“The psychological impact of exercising in a team 
environment is very positive,” Felice said. “They come 
in shuffling, struggling to walk, and by the end of the 
session, they are moving a lot better.”

Felice and trainer Lauren Catalano keep Harriett 
Goldberg informed.

“They’ll tell me, ‘You’ll never believe what Lenny did 
today,’” Harriett Goldberg said. “Or, ‘Peter did this to-
day.’ We’re all friends. We want it to be like family. It’s a 
beautiful thing to see.”

The second annual I. Elliott Goldberg Memorial 
golf tournament will take place at Piney Branch Golf 
Course in Upperco, Md., Sept. 26. Proceeds will go to 
the Parkinson’s Foundation of the National Capital 
Area. For more information, email ieggolf@gmail.com.

-- Dean Smith

Joe Schlosberg Enjoys 
Smooth Transition 
In First Season As 
Navy’s Rowing Coach

Before taking the reins of the Navy women’s rowing 
team last summer, Joe Schlosberg knew he was going to 
have some big shoes to fill. 

His predecessor, Mike Hughes, put the Midshipmen 
on the map during an unprecedented 18-year tenure 
as head coach. Hughes racked up four Patriot League 
Coach of the Year awards, three conference champion-
ships and two NCAA championship berths on the way 
to becoming the most decorated figure in program his-
tory. 

So when Schlosberg, 38, arrived to Annapolis, Md., 
after 14 years as an assistant at Notre Dame, he sought 
the retiring coach’s advice for how to take Navy to even 
greater heights. Schlosberg wanted a better under-
standing of how he could implement his vision for the 

program with the foundation Hughes had already es-
tablished to make the transition as smooth as possible.

“He held the Midshipmen in such high regard, and I 
knew coming in that I would have a hardworking group,” 
Schlosberg said. “I knew I was going to have to get [the 
rowers] to buy into the program and my thoughts on 
how we were going to train and how we would reach the 
end goal we all wanted. I kind of shifted some things 
around, and [Hughes] kind of helped me with the pro-
cess of becoming a head coach and what to expect from 
the Midshipmen.”

In many ways, that meeting between the two was a 
way for Schlosberg to take the torch from Hughes and 
usher in a new era for Navy. 

So far, Schlosberg seems well on his way to not 
only living up to Hughes’ lofty standards but perhaps 
surpassing them one day. As a first-time head coach, 
Schlosberg has flourished in his new surroundings, 
leading the Midshipmen to their second consecutive 
Patriot League tournament championship May 13 for 
the first time in school history. 

After Navy placed 19th out of 22 teams at the NCAA 
championships at the Sacramento State Aquatic Cen-
ter in Gold River, Calif., May 27-29, Schlosberg wants to 
raise the bar for next season. Schlosberg is not one to 
back down from a challenge and welcomes any added 
pressure he may put on himself and his program.   

“There would be some times this year where we re-
ally got beat and took our licks,” Schlosberg said. “But 
to understand our speed and to get exposed to it, we 
can now adjust, and it’s like, ‘OK, that’s a whole other 
level speed -- what can we do to get there?’”

At Notre Dame, Schlosberg learned what it took to 
thrive at a high level under former Navy mentor Martin 
Stone, who become the first head man in Notre Dame 
history in 1997. Schlosberg helped the Fighting Irish 
compile a program-record 10 Big East Conference titles 
in a row from 2004-13, earning a promotion from assis-
tant coach to associate head coach along the way. 

More importantly, there were countless teaching 
moments that prepared Schlosberg for the chance to 
guide his own program. For Schlosberg, those experi-
ences were more than he could have hoped or imagined.  

“Under Martin, I learned that no two days are the 
same, which is also true of my first year here at Navy,” 
Schlosberg said. “I have learned that every place has its 
own set of challenges, so it is something I have grown 
used to as a coach. You just kind of have to navigate 
your way and figure out what works and does not work; 
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it is sort of like a trial-and-error process, so to speak.” 
With a little bit of patience and continued growth 

from himself and his rowers, he thinks a similar run to 
the one he was a part of at Notre Dame is attainable 
for the Midshipmen. But Schlosberg said it will require 
some patience. 

“On a bigger, broader scope, I think we have to push 
the program into the top 25, then into the top 20 and 
then push into the top 10 or top 15,” Schlosberg said. 
“What I know is that each step, each tier, it gets harder 
and harder and harder to run up the ranks. So this goal 
is one that is going to take time, and I think we have to 
look at it like, ‘Why can’t we?’”

Even at an early age, Schlosberg demonstrated lead-
ership skills well beyond his years. In 2000, he gradu-
ated from Big Ten contender Northwestern, where he 
competed for the crew team. He captained the Wildcats 
to the Midwest Sprints and Big Ten spring champion-
ship as a sophomore. 

After graduation, he spent a year serving as an as-
sistant for Northwestern. Schlosberg worked with the 
men’s novice team and assisted with both the men’s 
and women’s varsity teams, coming up with workout 
routines and overseeing all of the rowing equipment. 

To this day, even with all his success, Schlosberg 
looks back on his humble beginnings with fond memo-
ries while embracing the rigorous path ahead at Navy. 

“Being here now and having this first year under my 
belt at Navy, it’s just been a very long, tough and re-
warding journey,” Schlosberg said. “I’m just really ex-
cited to see what the future holds and where this can 
go. I honestly think anything is possible here, because 
we have such a great staff and great rowers who really 
are committed.” 

-- Justin Silberman 

IronBirds Plan 
Season-Long Tribute To 
Honor Fallen Harford 
County Deputies 

The Harford County community suffered a tragedy Feb. 
10, when Senior Deputy Patrick Dailey and Senior Deputy 
First Class Mark Logsdon were killed in the line of duty. 

Police said David Brian Evans shot and killed Dailey 
at a Panera Bread in Abingdon, Md., and killed Logsdon 
during an ensuing pursuit, before being shot and killed by 
deputies who returned fire. Police believe Evans was in the 
area to hurt his estranged family. 

Following the deaths of Dailey and Logsdon, the Har-
ford County community rallied to show their support in 
unprecedented ways. Community members stopped their 
cars to line the streets as the bodies returned home; fami-
lies and businesses hung signs and blue lights; fundrais-
ers were organized and everyone wanted to know how they 
could help. 

“What happened here was certainly special and above 
and beyond,” Harford County Sheriff Jeffrey Gahler said. 
“We lost our deputies in certainly the most tragic way you 
can in law enforcement. In my years in the state police, we 
buried quite a few troopers, and I have never experienced, 
in 30 years, the outpouring of love and support that contin-
ues today -- three-and-a-half to four months after Feb. 10. 
It just continues today as strongly as it did before.”

And the support will continue throughout the summer. 
The Aberdeen IronBirds, the Orioles’ Class-A short-

season affiliate, will continue to honor Dailey and Logsdon 
and all the men and women of the Harford County Sher-
iff ’s department. 

Throughout the season, the IronBirds will wear jerseys 
with a special patch -- a grey American flag with a blue 

stripe through the middle. The jerseys will be worn for 
home and away games. Additionally, Dailey and Logsdon’s 
badge numbers will be painted on the field, and two re-
served seats will remain open in honor of the fallen officers 
throughout the season.  

Glenn Valis, senior vice president of Ripken Baseball 
and a former police detective, came up with the idea for 
the tribute. Valis said he shared the idea with Cal and Bill 
Ripken, and both were eager to get involved. 

“Well, I live in Harford County, and after that unthink-
able tragedy occurred, I felt just like everybody else in the 
community,” Valis said. “I had an opportunity and a plat-
form to honor those men, and honor the men and wom-
en of Harford County, and really all law enforcement 
across the country.”

Valis, who has lived in Forest Hill, Md., since 1999, 
was a detective in Baltimore City for almost 22 years, and 
now his two sons serve with Baltimore City Police. Valis 
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FX Studios Provides Fitness 
Haven For Parkinson’s Sufferers
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The IronBirds will wear a patch on their jerseys 
this season to honor all law enforcement.
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said he was so touched by the community support follow-
ing the death of Dailey and Logsdon that he wanted the 
IronBirds to show their support as well. 

“I think when you are one of the platforms inside of our 
community and you have an opportunity to demonstrate 
to the community that you really respect what people do 
... regardless of what it is, you have to use that platform in 
a positive way,” said Valis, who has worked with Ripken 
Baseball for 10 years. “And this was a way for us to use it. 
I’ve noticed a lot of other people doing the same thing.”

In addition to the season-long tributes, the IronBrids 
will hold a pregame dedication ceremony during their 
opening night, June 22. The ceremony will include a mo-
ment of silence and recognition of the reserved seats. 

Gahler said that while the Harford County sheriff ’s of-
fice is still grieving, the community support has been in-
spiring.

“It’s just been tough on everybody here -- every man 
and woman in the sheriff ’s office,” Gahler said. “... When 
you lose two the way we lost Pat and the way we lost Mark, 
it stings, and it’s going to always, always sting. But cer-
tainly the way Harford County has turned out ... it means 
the world. It means the world to the families, and it means 
the world to the men and women of the sheriff ’s office.”

-- Kaitlyn Wilson

Local College Athletes 
Honored For Giving 
Back At PressBox, 
Team Up For 1 Bash

When Laneah Whiddon joined the Towson University 
women’s gymnastics team as an honorary member this past 
winter, it was the first time she got to be a part of a sports 
team. 

As an infant, Whiddon, 11, was diagnosed with muscular 
dystrophy, a group of genetic, degenerative diseases primari-
ly affecting voluntary muscles. She is stricken to a wheelchair 
and, as a result, has never been able to participate in or play 
sports.

But thanks to the Team Up For 1 Foundation, Whiddon 
had the chance to attend Towson practices and meets, in-
teract with the coaches and gymnasts and even help out 
with tasks around the gym. Launched a little less than two 
years ago, TU41 places children ages 5 to 18 battling chronic 
and life-threatening illnesses with college athletic programs 
throughout the state of Maryland.

Whiddon grew very close with Tigers gymnast Bridget 
Steffen, who, along with McDaniel volleyball player Kloe 
Martin, was honored with the TU41 Sports Leadership 
Award as part of PressBox’s 10th anniversary bash May 11. 
The award, presented to Steffen and Martin in a special cer-
emony at the Center Club downtown, is given to individuals 
exhibiting team leadership skills and a desire to make a dif-
ference in their community.

“I really didn’t know what to expect when my coach [Vicki 
Chliszczyk] called me and told me I had won this award,” 
said Steffen, who was nominated by Chliszczyk. “I was think-
ing, ‘Oh, an award, what did I do?’ But when she explained it 
to me and Laneah’s mom what the award was about, it really 
touched my heart, because I really didn’t even expect to be 
noticed for giving back to the community.”

Martin was recognized for her work this year as McDan-
iel’s student-athlete advisory council and her participation 
with Special Olympics. A Littleton, Colo., native, Martin re-
cently graduated with a psychology degree and returned to 
her home state, where she will work as a third-grade teacher 
beginning in the fall. 

While she garnered All-Centennial Conference honors and 
the conference tournament’s Most Valuable Player award 
this past season, she said being selected by her coach, Jes-
sica Wolverton, for the TU41 award was the most rewarding.

“I have won other awards like this in our conference (Cen-
tennial), but you could tell that my coach thought this was 
a bigger deal,” Martin said. “I was super excited and hon-
ored that she thought of me as a player who was deserving 
enough to be nominated for an award like this and take part 
in such a great cause.”

It is a cause that has hit home for Whiddon’s mother, 
Dana, who has been an active member of the foundation 
for the last several months. A TU41 board member, Dana 
Whiddon came across TU41’s website, teamupfor1.org, filled 
out an application for her daughter and was then promptly 
matched with the Towson gymnastics squad.

Dana Whiddon said she had her doubts when she joined 
TU41, but the positive experience her daughter has had with 
Towson’s gymnasts, especially Steffen, erased any initial 
fears.

“I did not have very high hopes for this program, because 
I thought it was going to be similar to some of the other 
things my daughter has been to,” Dana Whiddon said. “She 
can’t play sports, so I wasn’t sure if it was going to be for us. 

“But then, when we got involved with it, just the friend-
ships that have developed … it’s meant everything. [The 
Towson gymnastics team] calls my daughter, treats her like 
a friend, interacts with her, texts her -- it’s just amazing what 
they have done for her.”

Steffen, a rising senior majoring in family and human ser-
vice, said Laneah Whiddon has served as just as big of an 
inspiration to her. For instance, Laneah Whiddon offered her 
some encouragement a few weeks ago when the two spent 
the day together at the National Aquarium in Baltimore with 
several of Steffen’s teammates.

“When we were there, we went to go touch these fish, and 
she said, ‘Oh, this is so fun,’” Steffen said. “I said, ‘Oh, this is 
scary -- I don’t want to touch these fish.’ But she said, ‘Don’t 
be scared, just do it,’ so she was teaching [me] more than I 
was teaching her.’”

Now that Steffen is back in her native Virginia for the 
summer, she plans to keep in contact with Laneah Whid-
don at least once every two weeks through phone calls, 
text messages and social media. Steffen also hopes to 
see Laneah Whiddon as often as possible when she re-
turns to Towson in mid-August for her senior year. 
“I would love to keep continuing to hang around, because she 
is just so great to be around and is full of life,” Steffen said. “I 
just can’t wait to be around her.”

Charlie Levine, executive director of TU41, said the award 
ceremony and gala exceeded his expectations, raising a little 
less than $50,000. Looking ahead, his hope is to continue put-
ting on similar events in the future, and he already has a po-
tential project in the works for the fall.

“To me, I think this award and everything involved with 
it gave us great pride on what it is that we do,” Levine said. 
“In my honest opinion, I think it helps us maintain a fresh 
perspective, especially with these college athletes and young 
people involved in getting these awards.”

-- Justin Silberman
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Bridget Steffen and Kloe Martin receive their awards at PressBox’s 10th anniversary bash May 11.
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Tim Leonard’s resume, with stops at col-
leges in places as far-flung as Boise, Ida-
ho; Orlando, Fla.; and Dallas, suggests he 
knows something about change and new 
challenges.

That’s a good thing.
Because life in college athletics is on the 

verge of seismic change, and for an institu-
tion such as Towson, failure to get ready for 
the upheaval is courting an extremely un-
pleasant outcome, in Leonard’s view.

“There’s a lot that we don’t know about 
the future of college athletics. The one thing 
that is certain, though, is change,” said 
Leonard, who arrived at Towson in 2013 
from Southern Methodist University. Some 

of his other stops were at the University of 
Central Florida, his alma mater Boise State 
and Illinois State. 

“If you’re a student of history and you 
look at the NCAA and its history, there has 
always been change,” he continued. “Wheth-
er it’s been in classifications or conferences, 
there have been realignments; there have 
been expansions. … So change is going to 
happen. It’s just a matter of when it’s going 
to happen. And it’s probably going to hap-
pen before we’re ready.”

Leonard is in the earliest stages of build-
ing momentum for his vision for Towson’s 
athletic future. Obviously, the support of 
new university president Kim Schatzel, who 

took over at Towson in January, is essential. 
Schatzel is the third university president 
Leonard has worked for in his three years at 
the school.

“Dr. Schatzel is very supportive of athlet-
ics,” Leonard said. “She understands what 
we’re trying to do, and she understands the 
important role that athletics play within 
the university, especially from a perception 
standpoint and an engagement standpoint.”

Getting Towson ready for an uncertain 
future has become Leonard’s mission. 

The tectonic plates in college sports, 
especially for football, started shifting two 

years ago when the now-famous Power Five 
college football conferences were granted 
the autonomy to pass some of their own 
legislation. In football, the Power Five com-
prises about half of the Football Bowl Subdi-
vision (formerly Division I-A).

Soon after, those conferences -- the Big 
Ten, Big 12, Pac-12, Southeastern and Atlan-
tic Coast -- voted to expand the breadth of 
college scholarships to include an additional 
layer of money for athletes that is commonly 
referred to in athletic circles as “cost of at-
tendance” (more on that later). 

It’s important to understand that a great 
deal of policy and activity within the NCAA 
is driven by football, because that sport gen-
erates the most revenue, attracts the most 
attention and engenders the most prestige 
for universities.

That cost-of-attendance change -- which 

adds to the cost of scholarships substan-
tially -- was exactly the type of thing that is 
sure to cause extreme financial pressure on 
FBS football universities that are not in the 
Power Five. Those non-Power Five colleges 
have been referred to as the Group of Five 
(coincidentally, there are five of those con-
ferences as well). 

The added layers of scholarship money 
account for miscellaneous student expens-
es, such as transportation. Typically, the 

extra money adds $3,000 
to $5,000 to the 

value of a full-
ride scholar-
ship (tuition, 

fees, room 
and board and 

books). Previ-
ously, students 

getting full athletic 
scholarships did not 

receive that extra 
money. Now they do 

at Power Five schools, 
and not just for football 

but across the board in all 
sports. 

The reality is that not 
many other universities out-

side the Power Five can eas-
ily afford it. Not surprisingly, that 

gives the Power Five even more le-
verage in recruiting.

The added scholarship money 
the Power Five has now made de ri-

gueur in college football may be one of 
the more obvious examples of the drift 

occurring between the biggest sports 
schools and everyone else, but it’s not the 
only wedge.

So it is clear to some folks -- such as 
Towson athletic director Leonard -- that, 
in time, the gap will continue to widen 
substantially between the 64 colleges that 
are in the Power Five conferences and the 
61 universities that make up the Group of 
Five conferences in 2016. There also are 
three FBS independents: Notre Dame, 
Army and BYU.

Where the Power Five’s ambitions will 
take those schools remains unclear, as are 
the ramifications for the Group of Five. 
One scenario has those 64 colleges that 
make up the Power Five spinning off into 
their own universe, leaving the remaining 
FBS institutions -- well, no one knows ex-
actly where.

However, the ripple effects are likely to 
even touch universities such as Towson, 
which currently is in a lower football classifi-
cation, the Football Championship Subdivi-
sion, formerly Division I-AA.

Not everyone agrees that a split in the 
FBS is inevitable. One of those is former 
University of Maryland basketball and NBA 
star, Rhodes Scholar and ex-U.S. Congress-
man Tom McMillen. McMillen is now the ex-
ecutive director of the Division 1A Athletic 
Directors’ Association.

“I don’t necessarily agree with the prem-

ise that it is inevitable that the Power Five 
schools are going to break off and go off on 
their own,” McMillen said. “In Division I-A, 
we have schools that have athletic budgets 
from $30 million to $40 million all the way up 
to $200 million. But what we’re all about is 
trying to keep the schools in our organiza-
tion together. We’ve been attempting to do 
that in various ways, including the distribu-
tion of some resources.”

That may be the goal of McMillen’s or-
ganization, but there are significant chal-
lenges in holding together the FBS, to put 
it mildly. And most of those challenges in-
volve money, both on the revenue side and 
the expense side.

McMillen has been frank in describing 
the disparity in television money that gets 
tossed at Power Five schools and the rela-
tively meager TV revenue that trickles in at 
Group of Five schools.

“There is such great pressure to com-
pete, and the TV money is so great,” McMil-
len said. “You have Power Five schools get-
ting $30 million a year in TV revenue and $1 
to $2 million for [schools in] the American 
Athletic Conference (a Group of Five con-
ference). 

“Clearly, the TV money has resulted in 
pressure for bifurcation in the structure of 
college athletics, but we’re making every at-
tempt to keep it together. That you have a 
Maryland playing Bowling Green [in foot-
ball] can be a good thing. … I think the ver-
dict is still out.”

Terps fans will probably wince at the re-
minder of Bowling Green, a Group of Five 
school, soundly beating Power Fiver Mary-
land in football, 48-27, last September.

However, in the main, Group of Five 
schools have little chance to consistently 
compete against Power Five universities, 
and the Group of Five is virtually elimi-
nated from the new college football playoff 
system because the playoff selection pro-
cess makes it essentially a Power Five-only 
party.

So how does all this unevenness and re-
sultant uncertainty within the FBS affect 
Towson, an FCS university?

Towson’s Leonard explains.
“I think there will be one more wave of 

a handful of schools moving into the Power 
Five, maybe Boise State or BYU out West. 
Maybe Houston or [the University of Con-
necticut]. They’ll get to 67 to 72 schools, and 
that’ll be it,” Leonard said.

Then the dominoes start falling, in 
Leonard’s view, as the current Group of 
Five schools scramble to realign, perhaps 
in a new classification as they try to save 
money with geographically oriented confer-
ences and uniform regulations for scholar-
ships and staffing that control expenses 
and make their athletic programs finan-
cially sustainable.

“And that’s where I think there’s an op-
portunity for Towson, because when [the 
Group of Five] gets strangled out [of the 
FBS], there are going to be universities -- 
the UConns, the UMasses, the Temples, the 

Memphises, the East Carolinas -- who will 
have to regroup. When they do, that gives 
us an opportunity to be a part of that re-
grouping. “

The alternative, Leonard said, is unpal-
atable.

“Or, as a university, we say that’s just not 
the game we’re going to play, we’re going 
to stay status quo. Well, that’s my concern, 
because in life, if you’re maintaining the sta-
tus quo, you’re falling behind. My concern 
is that is if we do that, we become de facto 
Division II.”

So much hinges on football, Leonard 
says, because that sport influences public 
perception and provides the foundation for 
revenue, whether that’s institutional and 
alumni fundraising or sponsorships or gate 
receipts.

“The NCAA is driven by football. 
Whether that’s right or wrong, that’s the 
way it is,” Leonard said. “And that’s espe-
cially true for a public institution -- it is 
defined by football.”

Towson’s challenge is unlike many other 
public colleges, because it happens to be 
situated in a pro-sports market.

“The answer is you have to play at the 
highest level you can possibly play at in 
order for people to take you seriously, be-
cause that’s what they’re used to,” Leon-
ard said. “They’re used to the NFL; they’re 
used to Major League Baseball.”

By “highest level possible,” Leonard 
doesn’t mean Towson, with a current ath-
letic budget of $23 million, should aspire 
to FBS competition or try to be another 
University of Maryland, but it does need to 
be prepared to reach for the next rung, the 
athletic director said. 

Leonard hopes that such a move can 
be done in concert with Towson’s current 
sports league, the Colonial Athletic Asso-
ciation. Some of Towson’s CAA competi-
tion already has a head start, he pointed 
out, namely James Madison University, 

with its outstanding football stadium, and 
the University of Delaware, with its built-in 
brand-name advantage.

Leonard’s vision for Towson athletics has 
some of his coaches excited, and not just 
Rob Ambrose, the head football coach, but 
also coaches such as Sonia LaMonica, the 
women’s lacrosse coach, and Pat Skerry, the 
men’s basketball coach.

“Tim is dead-on,” Ambrose said. “It’s not 
a question of if those changes are coming; 
it’s a question of when. … Tim is doing some-
thing not a lot of ADs are doing. He’s trying 
to plan for it.”

Even at Towson’s level, Ambrose is begin-
ning to feel the pressure of the added mis-
cellaneous money in scholarship packages. 
Towson has been able to add the cost-of-
attendance money to the men’s and wom-
en’s basketball scholarships. But to do so in 
football, it would force Towson to offer that 
money in every other sport. Towson can’t af-
ford that.

“I just lost a player to UNC Charlotte (an 
FBS school) over cost of attendance,” Am-
brose said. “This is the first year that’s hap-
pened, so we’re already in an arms race.”

“I don’t recruit against Delaware any-
more,” the football coach said. “I’m recruit-
ing against [FBS schools] Old Dominion 
and UNC Charlotte.”

So how does Leonard help Ambrose deal 
with escalating competitive forces?

Leonard’s strategy for getting Towson 
prepared for what he believes will be an 
opportunity to reposition the school’s ath-
letic programs and consistently compete in 
recruiting and on the scoreboard revolves 
around facility improvements -- both 
for fans and to help his coaches run 
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more competitive programs.
For instance, the Towson football team, 

men’s and women’s lacrosse teams and the 
field hockey team all use Johnny Unitas 
Stadium as their primary place for games 
and practices.

If Leonard could generate the funding for 
extra practice fields, it would make life a lot 
easier for a lot of his coaches, such as wom-
en’s lacrosse coach LaMonica.

“We all try to work together, but it’s a 
challenge fitting in practices when you’re 
competing with other programs’ practices, 
with the students’ class schedules and, in 
this part of country, dealing with the weath-
er,” LaMonica said.

“We have great real estate here at Towson 
and a lot of possibilities and a lot of potential 
to have some outstanding facilities for all of 
our varsity sports,” LaMonica added, “but 
unless you have the right people see that po-
tential and put some dollars into it, potential 
remains just potential.”

A reality of college athletics is that Leon-
ard can help the school’s lacrosse programs 
by creating awareness that football will soon 
be at a crossroads.

“Whether people agree or not, football 
drives the train,” Ambrose said. “You can 
have a really good basketball team, but 
in terms of a trickle down from, say, bowl 
games, that’s going to come from football.”

Towson basketball coach Skerry is play-
ing in Towson’s newest athletic facility, 
SECU Arena, and his players, along with 
the women’s basketball team, get the add-
ed scholarship money. However, he agrees 
that the future remains unclear, and Tow-

son needs to be nimble enough to adjust 
to change.

“I’m a team player, and I’ve said all along 
that football is driving the bus,” Skerry said. 
“I’d like to see us move up. If we can move up 
and win, that helps everyone. That’s good for 
football, for lacrosse, for basketball, even for 
academics.”

In the case of basketball, there’s the add-
ed scholarship money for cost of attendance 
for the men’s and women’s teams because 
it’s financially feasible, plus most, if not all, 
of the competition has it.

“I appreciate it, and our kids certainly 
do,” Skerry said. “But for us, it just means 
that we can sit at the table [competitively].”

As other Towson coaches have noted, 
Leonard’s efforts so far are important be-
cause they raise awareness of the evolving 
nature of athletics.

“That’s the important thing that Tim is 
doing. He is educating people. He’s keep-
ing them informed,” Skerry said. “You don’t 
want whatever is going to happen to happen 
and not be prepared.”

For his part, Leonard has to sort through 
priorities.

While his coaches put practice facilities, 
meeting rooms, weight rooms and the like 
at the top of their wish lists -- and Leonard 
sympathizes -- the athletic director also 
needs to think in terms of what improve-

ments (assuming he can get the funding) 
can generate revenue.

From that perspective, he looks at the 
experience of a fellow CAA school, James 
Madison, in Harrisonburg, Va. Earlier this 
decade, James Madison invested a reported 
$62.5 million in expansion of and improve-
ments to its football stadium. At Bridge-
forth Stadium, seating was increased by 
10,000 to a total of 25,000, and even more 
importantly, luxury boxes and club seating 
were added.

Last football season, James Madison 
had the fourth-highest average football at-
tendance in FCS among 123 teams with an 
average of nearly 19,500, according to NCAA 
figures. Towson’s average attendance at 
Johnny Unitas Stadium for six home foot-
ball dates was about 6,600. The average for 
all FCS teams was about 8,300.

So James Madison stands as an example 
of the impact that improved facilities, espe-
cially luxury amenities, can have on exciting 
a fan base.

“Our stadium is approaching 20 years 
old, and it needs some renovations and up-
dates … but the one thing that is desperately 
missing is premium seating.” Leonard said 
of Johnny Unitas Stadium. “It’s hard to get 
the kind of people we need coming to games 
if we don’t have anything to offer them. So 
we have to look at enhancing out premium 
amenities.”

As Leonard goes about trying to position 
Towson for likely change, he will need to en-
list the support of the university community 
and make the case that help for athletics, 
ultimately, will boost all phases of university 

life, including academics.
 “I’m pleased that Tim’s leadership pri-

oritizes student success -- especially in aca-
demics -- where most notably, TU’s African-
American student-athletes’ graduation rates 
rank in the top 5 percent for all Division I 
public institutions in the nation, while male 
African-American student-athletes ranked 
nationally in the top 10 percent,” university 
president Schatzel said in a statement.

The journey Leonard envisions for Tow-
son has to begin somewhere, and he believes 
the first step is trumpeting the university’s 
athletic program, its accomplishments and 
its ambitions to the media.

“If you look at our resources and assets 
and you ask what distinguishes us from, say, 
even James Madison, it would be that we’re 
in a major media market and they are not,” 
Leonard said. “We do have to deliver this 
market; we have to penetrate it. … We have 
to create an awareness, so that when some-
one in the greater Baltimore area thinks 
about enjoying a college football experience, 
with the bands and cheerleaders and tailgat-
ing, they think of Towson.”

Achieving preeminence in the conscious-
ness of the region is the key, the athletic di-
rector said.

“We can’t just be another Baltimore 
school,” Leonard said. “We have to be the 
premier Baltimore school when it comes to 
intercollegiate athletics.”  
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“IT LOOKED LIKE FOR EVER” BY MARK 
HARRIS
It’s baseball season, and I thought I’d show some love 

to the late Mark Harris for his novel, “It Seemed Like For Ever” 
(1979). This novel is actually the fourth in a tetralogy that also 
includes, in chronological order, “The Southpaw” (1953), “Bang 
the Drum Slowly” (1956) and “A Ticket for a Seamstitch” (1957). 
All of the books are about fictional pitcher Henry Wiggen. In 
“It Looked Like For Ever,” Wiggen is on the verge of retirement, 
but he comes back for one last season because his youngest 
daughter begs him to, simply because she’s never really been 
old enough to understand what it is about his career that was 
so important to him. This one stands alone for me as the best 
baseball novel I have ever read. - Stan Charles, publisher 

 “THE BEST GAME EVER: GIANTS VS. 
COLTS, 1958, AND THE BIRTH OF THE 
MODERN NFL” BY MARK BOWDEN

No book has taught me more about Baltimore sports than 
“The Best Game Ever” by Mark Bowden. Published in 2008, it is 
set against the backdrop of the 1958 NFL championship game 
between the Baltimore Colts and New York Giants, known by 
many as “The Greatest Game Ever Played.” It truly paints a 
picture of some of the greatest athletes in Baltimore history, 
telling the backstory of Johnny Unitas, Raymond Berry, etc. 
But perhaps more importantly, it vividly paints a picture of life 
in Baltimore in 1958. While Bowden explains the significance of 
the game within the history of professional football and sports 
media, he appropriately relates the significance of the game 
and the team within our own city. - Glenn Clark, columnist and 
host of Glenn Clark Radio

“MY LOSING SEASON” BY PAT CONROY
Technically, it is not a sports book; it’s a mem-
oir by one of today’s greatest American novelists. 
Conroy, author of “The Prince of Tides” and “The 

Great Santini,” among other works, chronicles his senior 
season playing basketball at The Citadel. It explores many 
of the themes in his novels -- military life, destructive par-
enting, coming-of-age struggles -- but it is all against the 
backdrop of college basketball. I’ve gifted it to many friends 
through the years, and every single person has been en-
thralled. - Dan Connolly, columnist 

“BALL FOUR” BY JIM BOUTON
If you haven’t read Jim Bouton’s “Ball Four,” pub-
lished in 1970, there is no better time than while on 
vacation or at the pool. “Ball Four” is as relevant to-

day as it was when it pulled the curtain back on professional 
baseball players’ penchant for everything, from petty jealousy 
to rampant drug use and party-boy hijinks. Sex, drugs and 
baseball; some things never change, do they? (Plus, it’s really 
cool to read how opposing players absolutely feared playing 
the 1969-1970 era Orioles.) - John Coulson, managing partner/
VP of sales

“DAS REBOOT: HOW GERMAN SOCCER 
REINVENTED ITSELF AND CONQUERED 
THE WORLD” BY RAPHAEL HONIGSTEIN

Being the big soccer fan that I am, I couldn’t be more excit-
ed about the UEFA European Championship, taking place 
this summer in France from June 10-July 10. For others who 
will be watching the action, or want to learn more about 
the beautiful game, I suggest reading Raphael Honigstein’s 
book about Germany’s soccer revolution. The book looks 
at the various personalities and techniques that took Ger-
many’s team from underperforming and being unremark-
able in the late 1990s, to winning the FIFA World Cup in 2014. 
Among those profiled is Jurgen Klinsmann, the current head 
coach of the U.S. men’s national team, who helped start the 
revolution that ended in World Cup glory for his homeland. 
- Wick Eisenberg, high school writer

“I’M FASCINATED BY SACRIFICE FLIES 
(INSIDE THE GAME WE ALL LOVE)” BY TIM 
KURKJIAN

I don’t read a lot of sports books, but when ESPN’s Tim Kurkjian 
puts one out, I know it will be what the true reviewers call “a page 

turner,” because nobody has more stories or spins them better. 
Kurkjian’s latest effort is “I’m Fascinated by Sacrifice Flies (In-
side the Game We All Love).” I’m guessing this is a sequel to “Is 
This A Great Game, or What?,” which makes it good enough to 
be at the top of my must-read list this summer. - Jim Henneman, 
columnist 

“SHOELESS JOE” BY W.P. KINSELLA
Written by W.P. Kinsella in 1982, “Shoeless Joe” is 
a beautiful novel about the powerful lure of base-
ball and how the game brings people from different 

generations and varied backgrounds together. “Shoeless Joe,” 
which tells the story of an Iowa farmer’s quest to build a base-
ball field and bring back disgraced major leaguer “Shoeless” 
Joe Jackson for one more shot at the game, also explores the 
important themes of family, redemption and having the cour-
age to dream. The book, which later became the basis for the 
1989 movie “Field of Dreams,” emphasizes that the influence of 
baseball goes beyond winning and losing.  - Steve Jones, college 
writer

 “A FAN’S NOTES” BY FREDERICK EXLEY
Exley lived a tragic life in Watertown, N.Y., and he 
put it all on paper in his first and most famous nov-
el. As an avid fan of the New York Giants and their 

quarterback, Frank Gifford, Exley spent his Sunday after-
noons in the fall cheering for his favorite team -- work and fam-
ily be damned. At the end of the day, Exley laments that some 
men were simply meant to sit on the sidelines, condemned to 
watch the greatness of others. Nonetheless, the ups and downs 
of a professional football team can sometimes mirror our own 
lives. Exley understood that better than most people. - Todd 
Karpovich, lacrosse writer

“COLOR BLIND: THE FORGOTTEN TEAM 
THAT BROKE BASEBALL’S COLOR LINE” 
BY TOM DUNKEL

More than a decade before Jackie Robinson historically in-
tegrated Major League Baseball in 1947, there was another 
largely forgotten but remarkable breakthrough in sports 
race relations. That tale is told in this account of the 1930s-
era Bismarck, N.D., baseball team that included both Af-
rican-American and white players. Written by former Bal-
timore Sun features writer Tom Dunkel, “Color Blind: The 
Forgotten Team That Broke Baseball’s Color Line” describes 
how this extraordinary team was assembled, the personali-
ties behind the names on the lineup card and the Bismarck 

squad’s march to the 1935 National Semipro Championship. 

- Bill Ordine, senior editorial advisor 

“THE SOUL OF BASEBALL: A ROAD TRIP 
THROUGH BUCK O’NEIL’S AMERICA” BY 
JOE POSNANSKI

“The Soul of Baseball” is told against the backdrop of dis-
crimination; however, that’s by no doing of Buck O’Neil. Where 
most lament that most Negro League greats never got their 
chance in the major leagues, O’Neil made it his life’s mission 
to carry on their legacies. O’Neil was a two-time Negro League 
batting champion, two-time title-winning manager, as well as 
the first African-American coach in the majors, the scout re-
sponsible for signing Lou Brock and Ernie Banks. Joe Posnan-
ski’s book purports to be about a sport but is truly about the 
lens through which one views the world. - Kyle Ottenheimer, 
co-host/executive producer for Glenn Clark Radio

 “THE BOYS OF SUMMER” BY ROGER KAHN
Published in 1972, “The Boys Of Summer” is con-
sidered by many to be one of the best books ever 
written about America’s national pastime. In it, 

Kahn examines the relationship he and his father, Gordon, 
share through the Brooklyn Dodgers, as well as his time cov-
ering the team in the 1950s for the now-defunct New York Her-
ald Tribune. He effectively captures what life was like for the 
Dodgers’ players during and after the team’s heyday through 
his own personal perspective, using humor, wisdom and nu-
merous anecdotes about their lives on and off the field. - Justin 
Silberman, assistant editor

“UP, UP, AND AWAY: THE KID, THE HAWK, 
ROCK, VLADI, PEDRO, LE GRAND OR-
ANGE, YOUPPI!, THE CRAZY BUSINESS 

OF BASEBALL, AND THE ILL-FATED BUT UNFOR-
GETTABLE MONTREAL EXPOS” BY JONAH KERI
The story of the Expos’ franchise, its rise and fall, is at once 
hilarious and tragic. From the chicken that appeared on the 
scoreboard chirping, “balk, balk” on every pick off move to the 
exploits of many characters, including Bill “Spaceman” Lee, 
it’s impossible to put down. It’s my favorite book of the sum-
mer.  - Dean Smith, feature writer

“OVER TIME: MY LIFE AS A SPORTS-
WRITER” BY FRANK DEFORD
I have always loved Frank Deford’s work on HBO’s 

“Real Sports.” This book offers a colorful glimpse into the life 
of a sports media original. Deford offers personal tales from 
his days at Gilman, taking you all the way through his remark-
able career. I picture myself sitting next to him, listening to 
his gravelly voice, when I read this bad boy.  - Matt Stovall, 
producer/videographer 

“THE SPORTS BEAT” SERIES BY JOHN 
FEINSTEIN
There are tons of sports books out there, but how of-

ten do you hear of sports mysteries? I would assume not often. A 
few years ago, I read John Feinstein’s “The Sports Beat” series, 
and I couldn’t put them down. They follow two aspiring teenage 
sportswriters who uncover mysteries that range from a missing 
tennis player to a drug-testing cover up. After reading one, I had 
to keep going until I finished all six. - Sydney Tonic, intern

 “SQUEEZE PLAY” BY JANE LEAVY
In “Squeeze Play,” Jane Leavy recounts her expe-
riences as a female sportswriter in the early 1990s 

through the character of A.B. Berkowitz. The book, which 
Leavy says is fiction, is loosely based on the real experi-
ences she had during her first years as a sportswriter for 
the Washington Tribune. Leavy shares what life was like for 
female sports reporters, like Berkowitz, who dared to be the 
first to cross the lines into a male-dominated world. Despite 
the obvious struggles Leavy describes, “Squeeze Play” is not 
at all a tirade for the women’s rights movement, which is 
what makes the book enjoyable. Leavy recounts the tales of 
Berkowitz’s unique life in a comical and endearing way that 
has readers cheering for her to succeed. - Kaitlyn Wilson, 
managing editor  
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n 2011, Tyler Wilson had a 
decision to make.

The Orioles’ right-
hander was, at the time, 
an elite pitcher at the Uni-
versity of Virginia. During 
his 91-game Cavaliers ca-
reer, Wilson was 27-7 with 

a 2.85 ERA, striking out 267 batters in 249.1 in-
nings. He was a key contributor to Virginia’s 
run to the College World Series in 2011, going 
10-0 with a 2.24 ERA. That came after Wilson 
turned down the Cincinnati Reds -- who se-
lected him in the 2010 amateur draft -- to re-
turn for his senior year of college.

As effective as Wilson was on the field, 
though, he was just as devoted in the class-
room. Wilson was an honor roll student and 
member of the dean’s list who graduated with 
a degree in biology in 2011. His passion for 
medicine, in particular, led him to seriously 
consider enrolling in medical school.

“From a young age, I just kind of took a 
liking to it,” Wilson said. “I enjoyed helping 
people, and that was the most tangible, mea-
surable way, I felt like, to help somebody. And 
so that’s why I pursued it.”

Wilson’s athletic career gave him firsthand 
insight into how he could make a difference in 
the medical arena.

“I really was intrigued by orthopedics, 
surgery in specific, just with Tommy Johns 
and labrums being kind of a big thing in 
baseball these days,” Wilson said. “I felt like 
it was a way to kind of be involved in the 
game still while helping people kind of come 
back from injuries. I’ve seen it affect so many 
people close to me that it’s just something 
that I wanted to try and figure out a way to 
be good at it.”

When the Orioles selected Wilson in the 
10th round of the 2011 draft, though, he 
knew which career path was best for his im-

mediate future.
“I felt like, coming out of school, the win-

dow for [baseball] was a lot smaller than med 
school,” Wilson said. “Med school’s not going 
anywhere. So if that becomes something that 
I decide to pursue at a later date, then I’ll be 
excited to do that. But baseball wasn’t some-
thing I could wait around and come back to, 
so I figured I’d take advantage of it while I had 
the chance.”

So far, Wilson, 26, has indeed taken advan-
tage. Despite receiving little national acclaim 
as a minor leaguer -- never appearing on 
Baseball America’s or Baseball Prospectus’ 
top-10 O’s prospects lists -- Wilson steadily 
worked his way up through the Orioles’ sys-
tem, succeeding at every level. In 2014, the 
Orioles named him their Jim Palmer Minor 
League Pitcher of the Year after he went 14-8 
with a 3.67 ERA during 28 games, split be-
tween Double-A Bowie and Triple-A Norfolk.

Wilson made his major league debut the 
following year, pitching a scoreless inning 
of relief against the Seattle Mariners in Bal-
timore May 20. He spent much of that 2015 
season bouncing between the minors and 
majors, ultimately making nine appearances 
(five starts) with the Orioles and posting a 
3.50 ERA.

Wilson entered spring training in 2016 as 
a long shot to make the Birds’ Opening Day 
roster. But his strong Grapefruit League per-
formance (a 2.35 ERA during seven games), 
combined with an injury to right-hander Kev-
in Gausman and the release of veteran righty 
Miguel Gonzalez, opened the door. Wilson 
broke camp with the Birds as a long reliever, 
and after three effective outings from the bull-
pen, he joined the starting rotation April 23.

Wilson’s first extended audition as a big 
league starter has been a work in progress. 
On the plus side, he has kept the Orioles in the 
game more often than not. During five starts 
in May, although he went 1-4, Wilson worked 
at least six innings each time and delivered 

four quality starts. He’s provided some sem-
blance of consistency to an O’s starting staff 
that has struggled to work deep into games.

On the other hand, Wilson hasn’t missed a 
lot of bats thus far. He didn’t top four strike-
outs in a game during any of his first eight 
starts and was averaging 4.6 strikeouts per 
nine innings, as of June 13. In general, pitch-
ers with strikeout rates that low often have 
trouble sustaining major league success.

Still, Wilson has developed a reputation as 
an overachiever, a pitcher who finds a way to 
get outs and stay competitive despite lacking 
a blazing fastball or swing-and-miss stuff.

“I think my key to success is just throwing 
strikes, working ahead, managing the game,” 
Wilson said. “There’s a lot of little intricacies 
that go on from pitch to pitch that being cog-
nizant of and knowing how to execute in those 
given situations is the best way to succeed. It 
might not look the same as a guy like [Clay-
ton] Kershaw or a guy like [Jake] Arrieta, per 
se, but the bottom line is getting outs and giv-
ing your team a chance to win.”

For Wilson, the difference between suc-
ceeding or failing in the majors comes down 
to the ability to adapt.

“Up here, mistakes are exposed, and the 
margin for error is significantly smaller than 
in the minor leagues,” Wilson said. “On top 
of that, hitters really adjust from at-bat to at-
bat and even pitch to pitch sometimes. You 
might have a game plan to attack a guy a cer-
tain way, but they make an adjustment within 
the framework of the at-bat, and you have to 
read that and adapt alongside with them. If 
they’re going to change their approach, then 
you have to find a new way to beat them.

“The game’s just constantly evolving, 

and I’m trying to learn as much as I can. It’s 
a long process. Even guys that have 20-year 
big league careers, their games are constantly 
evolving within themselves. So I’m just trying 
to learn as much as I can and get better each 
time.”

Wilson’s father, Philip Wilson, had experi-
ence in pro baseball himself, spending three 
years pitching in the San Diego Padres’ sys-
tem from 1979-1981. Though the elder Wilson 
never made the majors -- topping out at 
Single-A -- he’s been an invaluable coach and 
mentor for his son.

“My dad was a pitcher as well, and he’s 
been my pitching coach for a long time,” Wil-
son said. “His influence on me has just been 
through a wide range of support and just 
challenging me to be the best that I can be 
and to never be content in anything.

“In life, nobody’s ever really going to give 
you anything, so he’s always challenged me 
to go out and pursue the things that I want 
to accomplish with zeal and fervency and just 
to never give in. He’s been my biggest advo-
cate and supporter, him and my mom and my 
family, and so I just try and take what they 
give me and use it as motivation.”

For now, Wilson appears to have plenty 
of baseball ahead of him in his career. But 
he hasn’t given up on his hopes of attending 
medical school someday.

“Yeah, eventually,” Wilson said. “I think it’s 
something that, if the time is right, I would 
love to pursue it. It’s obviously a huge com-
mitment, and I would take it very seriously. 
But we’d have to reevaluate once baseball 
kind of closes its door and see where we’re at 
in life and then go from there.” 
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Medical School Aside To 
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t may be the most in-
teresting story in Balti-
more this year.

It has international 
intrigue. It has a mis-
understood protagonist 
 who is seeking and 

finding redemption. And it is ongoing, 
unfolding.

Given how it all started, it’s impos-
sible to know how this tale will end, so 
more twists and turns are possible. 

Being so clearly watched and dissect-
ed was not Hyun Soo Kim’s goal when he 
signed a two-year, $7 million deal with 
the Orioles in December. The Korean su-
perstar was fascinated by Major League 
Baseball, and he wanted to see how his 
keen batting eye and ability to make con-
tact would translate at the world’s top 
level. 

The Orioles, particularly executive 
vice president of baseball operations 
Dan Duquette, were curious, too. But 
the curiosity quickly turned into buyer’s 
remorse. 

Kim was a disaster in spring train-
ing, going hitless in his first 23 at-bats 
and finishing the exhibition season with 
eight hits, all singles.

The Orioles wanted the 28-year-old 
veteran of the Korea Baseball Organiza-
tion to go down to Triple-A Norfolk, the 
highest level of the minors, to get more 
accustomed to playing baseball in the 
United States, and, particularly, with 
hitting an accelerated fastball that’s not 
common in Korea.

But, based on the deal Kim signed, 
he had the right to refuse a minor league 
assignment. And he exercised that right. 
His decision was not received well by a 
faction of the organization’s fan base 
that felt Kim was not being a team play-
er -- and that the money spent on him 
would be wasted.  

So, on April 4, Kim ran down the 
Opening Day orange carpet at Oriole 
Park at Camden Yards and was greeted 
by a mixed reception, including audible 
boos, before he had ever appeared in 
a game for the Orioles. Kim admitted 
he heard the boo birds, and he said he 
would do everything he could to win over 
the hometown fans. 

Meanwhile, veteran Orioles center 
fielder Adam Jones called the intermit-
tent booing “very, very disrespectful and 

distasteful.” Kim appreciated his team-
mates defending him, especially Jones, 
the longest-tenured Oriole. 

“I really appreciate Adam’s com-
ments about that,” Kim said, at the 
time, through interpreter Danny Lee. 
“Now what I feel like is I will try my best 
to get back to how I was before [in Ko-
rea] and actually contribute to the team 
so there are no boos for me and actu-
ally only cheers for me. So I am going to 
make sure I prepare myself to be a good 
player.”

For about a month or so, nothing re-
ally happened. Kim played sparingly. 
When he did, he hit. It just wasn’t often 
enough to make a difference.

Behind the scenes, though, a lot was 
happening. Hitting coach Scott Cool-
baugh was working with Kim, trying to 

get him to read which pitches were com-
ing and how to react to them. He had 
Kim stand at various distances away 
from a pitching machine, say, 40 feet, 50 
feet, 60 feet and back again, sometimes 
swinging, sometimes taking. It was a 
way to help him adjust and react to dif-
ferent velocities, because it really is im-
possible to work on timing such high 
velocity pitches when you don’t know 
what’s coming. 

“We did the distance thing more than 
cranking the machine up even more. So 
it was more of a challenge to get closer, 
move back. Move back farther and kind 
of get an understanding that you can get 
ready and you can adjust to the ball,” 
Coolbaugh said. “What happens then is 
you have that freedom in your mind of 
not having to cheat to a pitch. You can 

get ready and be short to the ball, and 
you can see the ball as long as you want.”

Kim did that throughout April. Cool-
baugh said Kim would keep swinging, 
keep working, keep trying to better ad-
just to pitches and speeds.

“He’d hit a bucket of balls off the tee 
and then go on and hit three different 
times off a machine that was full of [150] 
balls,” Coolbaugh said. “He’d hit until 
they were empty.”

He was carrying that repetition of a 
concise swing over to games. And each 
time he got a chance to start, he made 
the most of it. He started eight games 
between Opening Day and May 24 -- the 
club’s 43rd game. He then started 11 
times in the Orioles’ next 13 contests, 
compiling multi-hit efforts in five of 
those. 

His season average teetered around 
.380 during that period, with his on-base 
percentage around .450. With that suc-
cess, he earned the trust and praise of 
Orioles manager Buck Showalter.

“He’s handling a lot of pitches and not 
missing the pitches that he can handle. 
I said in the spring, and especially as 
the season went on, the process and the 
stages he’s gone through, he’s kind of 
prepared for this,” Showalter said. “He’s 
taken great advantage of it. We’re lucky. 
He’s been right in the middle of just 
about everything for us, it seems.”

Kim has kept it humble -- wheth-
er that’s his personality or he simply 
doesn’t want to jinx a good thing. He 
keeps talking about working harder and 
continuing to build on these experiences 
as a major leaguer.

“I definitely feel great about getting 
the opportunity to play every day on 
the field, and performance-wise, I can’t 
say I’m satisfied with everything that I 
have done,” Kim said. “There are a lot of 
things I can improve on and show that 
I’m capable of doing. And so I’ll make 
sure I won’t live in what’s happened in 
the past, but I’ll try to move on to the 
next phase.”

What’s remarkable is that Kim has 
accomplished what he has so far against 
pitchers he’s never faced, with arsenals 
that he’s never encountered. And, in two 
months, he’s gone from a bench player 
being booed to a regular that’s become 
an integral part of a contending club. 

“There were hurdles all over the 
place,” Orioles right fielder Mark Trum-
bo said about Kim. “The fans weren’t, 
I know at one point, all that receptive 
to him here. But that seems to have 
changed, and that’s kind of what you aim 
to do is change people’s opinions based 
on the quality of your work. He works as 
hard as anyone in here, he’s meticulous. 
Obviously, he cares quite a bit about the 
right things, and he’s been a pleasure to 
have as a teammate.”

Kim is the Orioles’ story of the year so 
far. And there are several more months 
-- and more chapters -- to go. 

With His Improved Play, Orioles’ Hyun 
Soo Kim Provides Plenty Of Intrigue

I
  Dan Connolly
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o bunt or not to bunt 
doesn’t even qualify as a 
legitimate question any-
more. Certainly not in 
the American League, at 
least. Especially if we’re 
talking about bunts of 

the sacrificial kind.
However, that doesn’t mean it can’t 

be the subject for healthy debate. 
What, you ask, brings this topic up for 

discussion -- other than trying to make 
a connection between Buck Showalter, 
the Orioles’ resident managerial mas-
termind, and the Earl (Weaver) of Balti-
more? The answer to that one is as easy 
as it is obvious -- the current state of af-
fairs with the Orioles when it comes to 
using the bunt, always a popular, if little 
used tradition in Baltimore.

Old-timers who swore by the prac-
tice insist bunting has become a lost art, 
while new-age tacticians say it’s merely 
an outdated and long forgotten strategi-
cal ploy that doesn’t work with the “all 
in” modern mentality. Weaver, of course, 
was an outspoken proponent of the “Dr. 
Longball” philosophy, preaching the val-
ue of “pitching, defense and three-run 
homers,” the trademarks of his teams 
from the late 1960s through the early 
1980s.

After watching the Orioles for the last 
five years, and especially through the 
first one-third of the 2016 season, Earl 
is beginning to look like “Dr. Smallball” 
in comparison to Showalter, who has all 
but eliminated the sacrifice bunt from 
his game plan. When they unveiled his 
statue at Oriole Park at Camden Yards 

in 2012, Weaver thanked sculptor Toby 
Mendez “for making me look like Buck” 
-- and now we know why. 

Through the first one-third of this 
season, the Orioles recorded only one 
sacrifice bunt, an unheard of pace that 
would put them on pace to shatter the 
lowest number (nine) ever recorded by 
one team in a single season (more on 
that later). After close inspection of his 
record, it’s safe to say no manager in the 
history of the game has used the bunt, 
specifically the sacrifice bunt, less than 
Showalter. Weaver would be impressed -- 
and probably even a bit jealous. 

Somewhere in the manager’s waiting 
room in the sky, Earl and his alter ego, 
Gene Mauch, are probably still debating 
the value of the sacrifice bunt. “If you 
play for one run, that’s usually all you 
get,” Weaver is repeating for the zillionth 
time.

“You can’t win until you get a lead,” 
would be a counter argument from 
Mauch, who had a reputation as a bril-
liant teacher and conservative manager. 

“A three-run lead is better than a one-
run lead,” is how Earl would close his ar-
gument, but the debate, of course, would 
rage on. “Most one-run games are lost, 
not won,” would be a comeback from 
Mauch, who once was famously quoted 
as saying: “I’m not the manager because 
I’m always right, but I’m always right be-
cause I’m the manager.” 

It’s hard to say Showalter is a dis-
ciple of Weaver, though he has gone out 
of his way to praise Baltimore’s former 
legendary manager at every opportunity. 
Buck actually spent more time around 
another former Orioles manager, Johnny 
Oates. And he is an admitted protégé of 

Billy Martin, who just happened to be 
Earl’s fierce and, at times, bitter rival. 

When it comes to offensive strategy, 
however, it seems obvious Showalter de-
veloped his style early -- and has since 
taken it to limits seldom reached by oth-
ers. As a for instance -- and remember 
we’re talking about the designated hitter 
era in the American League -- the high-
est number of sacrifice bunts executed 
by a Weaver managed team was 73 in the 
1975 season (one more than the year be-
fore); the fewest was 26 in 1981, the only 
time the O’s were last in that depart-
ment during Earl’s tenure. 

By contrast, in the eight years Show-
alter managed in the AL before coming 
to Baltimore (four with the Yankees, 
four with Texas), only once did his team 
register more than Weaver’s low mark 
of 26 -- and that came in 1994, when the 
Yankees had 27. Strangely enough, de-
spite what the current statistics show, 
Showalter has used the sacrifice bunt 
more in Baltimore than any time in his 
career -- logging 38 in 2012, 27 in 2013 and 
35 in 2014. The O’s used the “weapon” 
just 20 times last year, a number that 
appears out of reach of this year’s squad 
of thumpers.

As the “Moneyball” phase has em-
braced the analytic era, it is interesting 
to note that the use of the sacrifice as 
a useful tactic has decreased -- particu-
larly in the AL, where the designated 
hitters have replaced pitchers, who rou-
tinely would account for half of success-
ful bunts. 

Still, change came sporadically rath-
er than swiftly -- and styles of individ-
ual managers changed slowly, if at all. 
Mauch was a staunch advocate of using 

the bunt to gain an early lead, and his 
use of the sacrifice bunt clearly showed 
as much. With the 1964 Phillies, a team 
that lost the National League pennant 
in the final week, Mauch used the sacri-
fice bunt 97 times -- 67 of them with non-
pitchers. 

Fifteen years later, six years after the 
DH rule was instituted, Mauch was man-
aging the Minnesota Twins, who record-
ed 142 sacrifice bunts, a post-DH record 
destined to stand a long time and might 
even fall into the “never be broken” cat-
egory. Like it or not (and believe me, 
many are reluctant to let go), the “art of 
the sacrifice bunt” has become a forgot-
ten tool. 

So much so that this current Orioles 
team, on a pace for only six sacrifice 
bunts, could seriously threaten the “low 
ball” record of nine. That mark is held by 
the 2005 Texas Rangers -- managed, of 
course, by Buck Showalter. 

Move over, Earl, the new dude in town 
wins this one hands down. 

Jim Henneman can be reached at 
JimH@pressboxonline.com.

 UPON FURTHER REVIEW

Bunting Has Never Figured Much Into 
Orioles Manager Buck Showalter’s Style

T
  Jim Henneman  
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he Baltimore Ravens wrapped up off-
season training activities this month, 
meaning the next time they gather 
together will be for training camp in 
late July to officially kick off the 2016 
season. 

With that in mind, let’s take a look 
at five Ravens who will need to step up this year. So you 
know, I selected only players who were on last year’s 
team and who did not miss the majority of the season 
due to injury. Yes, that made this task much more dif-
ficult. 

RB Buck Allen 
What a weird situation the Ravens have in their back-

field. There are as many as six players in the mix who 
could be described as legitimate NFL backs. Allen joins 
veteran Justin Forsett (returning from a broken arm), 
rookie Kenneth Dixon, roster question marks Terrance 
West and Lorenzo Taliaferro and journeyman Trent Rich-
ardson. Well … maybe Richardson, anyway. There’s also 
a chance that, much like Slash, he doesn’t actually exist. 

Of the group, Allen’s combination of ability to run 
the ball and catch it out of the backfield has made some 
believe he’s the most likely of the group to become the 
team’s long-term starter. (Head coach John Harbaugh 
has said Allen and Forsett will compete for the start-
ing gig in training camp.) Allen had a solid rookie cam-
paign in 2015, tallying 867 yards of total offense. More 
production in 2016 could not only solidify a starting role 
for Allen but also change the team’s entire offensive 
repertoire. 

OLB Elvis Dumervil
To be fair to the veteran pass rusher, he actually 

graded out as the Ravens’ second-best defender last 
year, according to Pro Football Focus. The reason he 
shows up on this list, of course, is because with the 
team getting fellow outside linebacker Terrell Suggs 
back from a season-ending torn Achilles, it really needs 
Dumervil to get back to putting opposing quarterbacks 
in the dirt. 

The five-time Pro Bowler matched a career high in 
2014 with 17 sacks, but that number trailed off to six last 
year. Obviously, that total was significantly impacted 
by the absence of the future Hall of Famer, Suggs, for 
15 games and Dumervil being required to be more in-
volved in other aspects of the defense than just put-
ting his head down and getting after quarterbacks. His 
drop-off represented almost the entirety of the team 
falling from 49 sacks in its 2014 playoff season to 37 last 
year. The Ravens can greatly improve their chances of 
reaching the postseason by seeing those numbers rise 
this season.

ILB C.J. Mosley
We still don’t know exactly who is going to line up 

next to the third-year defender from Alabama this sea-
son (if I was establishing odds in Las Vegas, Zachary 
Orr would be the favorite). But we do know this much -- 

as talented as Mosley has proven to be through his first 
two seasons, he absolutely must defend the pass better. 

Despite being graded by PFF as a plus-6.4 defender 
last season (the fourth best grade of any Ravens de-
fender), the analysis website actually hit Mosley with a 
minus-4.7 when it comes to defending the pass. With a 
first-year starter almost a certainty at the other inside 
linebacker spot, expect teams to test this perceived de-
ficiency early and often in 2016. 

CB Jimmy Smith
What does $41 million (spread over four years) get 

you in the NFL? For the Ravens in 2015, a corner who 
was graded by PFF as minus-4.5 overall and minus-5.8 
against the pass. That’s not ideal. 

There were a number of mitigating factors that 
played a role in Smith’s disappointing fifth NFL sea-
son. He came into the season off a foot injury that cost 
him half of the 2014 season. That foot issue appeared to 
linger, despite the former first-round pick playing all 16 
games during the team’s poor season. (The team’s top 
corner was also forced to undergo another procedure 
on his foot this offseason that limited his participation 
during OTAs.) Plus, an overall lack of pass rush hurt 
everyone who attempted to defend the ball downfield 
last year, Smith included. 

That being said, general manager Ozzie Newsome 
clearly imagined Smith developing into a Pro Bowl-
caliber corner when the team locked him up long term, 
with a contract extension prior to the 2015 season. Bal-
timore has to hope this is the year Smith proves himself 
worthy of that hefty payday. 

TE Maxx Williams
It would be wrong to say the former University of 

Minnesota star was necessarily a “disappointment” 
during his rookie campaign in 2015. While his numbers 
maybe weren’t as gaudy as some would have hoped for 
a second-round pick, Williams showed flashes through-
out the year, even as the team was filming the movie 
“Dude Where’s My Quarterback” after Joe Flacco tore 
his ACL during Week 11.  

Baltimore is deep at tight end this season with the 
addition of veteran Benjamin Watson and (maybe?) the 
return of Super Bowl champion Dennis Pitta from lin-
gering hip issues, as well as Williams and Crockett Gill-
more. Nick Boyle would also be eligible to help the unit 
after his 10-game suspension for violating the league’s 
policy on performance-enhancing substances. The Ra-
vens don’t necessarily need Williams (or anyone from 
the group) to prove to be the next Rob Gronkowski, but 
they could really use his 6-foot-4 frame on third down 
and in the red zone.

Last year, no Raven caught more than five touch-
downs (wide receiver Kamar Aiken led the way). Of the 
six teams that made the playoffs in the AFC last year, 
all had a player catch at least six touchdowns. That 
includes the Broncos and their miserable quarterback 
play and the Chiefs, who rarely throw the ball down-
field. Williams certainly has the size to be a reliable 
touchdown target -- he just has to translate that on the 
field.  

 RAVENS REPORT

Which Ravens Need To Step Up In 2016?
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ven though he grew up in 
Monroe Township, N.J., a 
few furlongs from Free-
hold Raceway, Sal Sina-
tra never got into the 
trotters and the pacers.

Freehold, the oldest 
racetrack in the United States and chock 
full of harness racing history, held semi-
nars to teach the uninitiated about mod-
ern day chariot racing, and Sinatra would 
go with his friends.

“But I never fell in love with harness rac-
ing like I did with the thoroughbreds,” said 
Sinatra, president and general manager of 
the Maryland Jockey Club since December 
2014. “I enjoy the races. I have no problem 
going and playing, but it’s just not my first 
love.”

But during Preakness week, MJC’s par-
ent, The Stronach Group, announced a 
deal to buy one of the two harness tracks in 
Maryland, Rosecroft Raceway, from Penn 
National Gaming Inc. And when the deal 
closes, Sinatra will be in charge of the Fort 
Washington, Md., oval in addition to Pim-
lico Race Course and Laurel Park. 

The purchase price, Sinatra said, was 
about the same as the $10.25 million Penn 
National paid for the track when it outbid 
Orioles owner Peter Angelos in a 2011 auc-
tion.

Harness racing in Maryland -- and 
across North America -- has seen better 
times. Ocean Downs, in Berlin, Md., runs 
races four days a week from June through 
Labor Day. It is also the site of one of the 

state’s five casinos. 
The state’s third harness track, 

Freestate Raceway, closed in 1990. There is 
a CarMax dealership on the site, which sits 
on Route 1 in Laurel, Md.

According to The Daily Racing Form, 
there are 56 tracks that conduct harness 
racing in the U.S. and Canada and 93 that 
conduct thoroughbred racing.

“Harness racing is a sport that has re-
ally taken it on the chin, and I don’t know 
why,” Sinatra said. “From an expenses 
standpoint, it’s much cheaper running a 
harness track than running a thorough-
bred track. You don’t have the barn area 
-- you don’t have all the expenses we do 
with thoroughbreds, stabling -- that kind 
of stuff. It’s all ship in.

“Really it’s just putting on a show and 
marketing it and making sure the integrity 
is OK. I’m sure there’s some interest in the 
state for standardbreds.

“I think the sport’s similar to thorough-
breds. The foal crop is down. There’s prob-
ably too much racing, and I don’t think 
their purses are big enough to support the 
expense of the horses.”

Rosecroft, which opened in 1949, has 54 
racing dates in 2016, split evenly between 
its spring meet (March 8-June 11) and its 
fall/winter meet (Sept. 13-Dec. 15). By con-
trast, the thoroughbreds run for 129 days 
at Laurel and 28 days at Pimlico.

Rosecroft also serves as a simulcast 
site seven days a week, with bettors able 
to place wagers on out-of-town races from 
early afternoon to as late as 9:30 p.m. on 
some nights. 

Sinatra said the average handle at 
Rosecroft was between $17,000 and $19,000 

a night, and that he thinks he can increase 
that by 30 to 50 percent.

“They’re doing such a small business, 
any gains would be noticed,” he said. 
“That’s $7,000 to $10,000 a day, that’s not a 
lot. That could be one or two bettors.”

Sinatra said that even at that level, 
Rosecroft is profitable.

“But we thought we could do even bet-
ter if we did some of the things we did at 
Laurel, some of the customer clean-up,” he 
said. “Some TVs, maybe change the food. 
Once we get into the racing part of it, I 
might adjust the schedule over time with 
the horsemen. 

“But I’m going to dive in and live 
through this second meet that they have in 
September. But really the key is to try and 
grow the business and to market it.”

But even if Sinatra can’t grow the live 
handle, he said Rosecroft was a good in-

vestment for the MJC because it expands 
its presence in the state as well as opens up 
more off-track betting opportunities.

And he said he’s not worried about the 
$1.3 billion MGM National Harbor casino, 
less than three miles away as the crow flies, 
which is scheduled to open late this year.

There are OTB locations at the Horse-
shoe Casino in downtown Baltimore and at 
the Timonium Fairgrounds, both not far 
from Pimlico.

“I’m doing OK with all three,” Sinatra 
said. “I’m kind of looking at [National 
Harbor] the same way. You have the ca-
sino crowd over at the MGM. If I can put 
an OTB in there, I will still. Because I find 
that at the Horseshoe OTB, I think you 
have a lot of novice fans betting, taking a 
break from the slot machines. Not really 
your hardcore gamblers. Your hardcore 
sport lovers are still going to go to the 
racetrack.

“So if I can offer them a decent dining 
menu with live racing and try to give them 
a little better experience, especially with 
the boxing and the other things they have 
going on there, I think I can get a crowd 
there. I think it will be complementary. I 
think the racetrack crowd is a little differ-
ent than the casino crowd.”

And Sinatra said he’s optimistic the 
MJC can make Rosecroft more successful.

“I think we can do OK,” he said. “The 
expenses aren’t great, so I don’t think the 
overhead is that bad. So if I can just grow 
the business a little bit and get some mo-
mentum, I think we can do something.” 
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 SPORTS BUSINESS

With Purchase Of Rosecroft 
Raceway, Maryland Jockey 
Club Hoping To Generate Buzz
  By Ed Waldman
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here wasn’t much Mary-
land men’s lacrosse coach 
John Tillman could do ex-
cept stare at the ground, 
trying to find the words 
to console his players, 
many of whom were still 

sprawled on the turf at Lincoln Financial 
Field in Philadelphia.

How else could he and his team handle 
41 years of frustration?

The Terrapins fell short of winning 
their first NCAA national championship 
since 1975 with a deflating 14-13 overtime 
loss to unseeded North Carolina May 30. 
Since winning the title, Maryland has been 
national runner-up nine times and made 
19 NCAA tournament semifinals without 
bringing home a trophy.

“Right now, we just have to deal with 
the disappointment, and I told them that 
eventually it gets a little less severe,” said 
Tillman, who was emotional throughout his 
postgame news conference. “It dulls a little 
bit, and we have to reflect back on the jour-
ney for some of these guys -- it’s been one, 
two, three or four years of a journey.”

Despite the disappointing end to a stel-
lar 17-3 season, Maryland will bring back 
enough talent to make another champi-

onship run in 2017. The Terps had won 16 
consecutive games before losing to the Tar 
Heels in the title game. Maryland also won 
the Big Ten regular-season and tournament 
titles.

Junior Isaiah Davis-Allen will return 
after being named a first-team All-Amer-
ican by the United States Intercollegiate 
Lacrosse Association. Davis-Allen will be 
widely regarded as the best short-stick de-
fensive midfielder in the nation. He is a top-
notch defender and a dominant force on the 
faceoff wing. He had 45 ground balls this 
season, while also scoring four goals.

“It’s hard, especially as you get older, like 
being a junior,” Davis-Allen said about los-
ing the national championship game. “So 
you know it’s hard. That’s the only thing I 
can say about that.”

Junior Matt Rambo will also return and 
is already regarded as one of the best at-
tackman in Maryland history. He was the 
first Maryland player since Joe Walters in 
2006 to have at least 60 points in a single 
season. Rambo, a second-team All-Ameri-
can, finished the year with 43 goals and 32 
assists, including three goals and three as-
sists in the national championship game. 
Rambo’s 75 points are the third most in a 
single season in program history and the 
most since 1979. 

Junior defender Tim Muller, a third-
team All-American, was regarded as one of 

the top defenders in the country during his 
first full season as a starter. He was named 
Big Ten Defender of the Week three times, 
as Muller led the Terps with 42 ground balls.

Maryland will get another boost with ju-
nior Colin Heacock (Boys’ Latin), who was a 
force all season on the attack. He set career 
highs for points (54), goals (42) and assists 
(12). He also had a career-best 14-goal scor-
ing streak during the season and was named 
an honorable mention All-American.  

The Terps will have to replace senior mid-
fielder and first-team All-American Bryan 
Cole, who had a career-best 29 assists with 
21 goals. In addition, senior defender Matt 
Dunn and senior goalkeeper Kyle Bernlohr, 
both two-time All-American selections, will 
also graduate. Dunn will also be missed for 
his leadership after being named a Senior 
CLASS Award first-team All-American for 
his work on the field, in the classroom and 
in the community. The loss of Bernlohr 
might create the biggest void.

Entering the national championship 
game against the Tar Heels, Bernlohr set 
the program record for wins in a single sea-
son (17), while posting a 7.63 goals-against 
average and a .552 save percentage. He also 
had a 31-6 record as a starter during the 
past two seasons, allowing more than 10 
goals just twice.

“Those seniors do so much for you 
throughout the year, and you build such 
good bonds with them throughout the sea-
son and the fall,” junior attackman Dylan 
Maltz said. “And just to see us not come 
out on top, we’re all sad, and just to see the 
seniors, especially, it’s the worst feeling you 
can imagine.”

Tillman, however, is an adept recruiter, 
and he will surely reload for another run at 
an NCAA championship next season. The 
Terps already have 476 All-American selec-
tions in their history and will likely keep 
adding to that list.

“The closer you get, the harder it is when 
you lose,” Tillman said. “But sometimes you 

have to step back. I have so many friends 
that coach -- they don’t get this far, and they 
felt this, too.”

PAT SPENCER LEADS A 
TALENTED GROUP OF 
RETURNEES FOR LOYOLA

While Loyola lost to eventual national 
champion North Carolina, 18-13, in the 
NCAA national semifinals May 28, the 
Greyhounds have the talent and depth to 
be a perennial contender.

Much of the optimism centers on fresh-
man attackman and leading scorer Pat 
Spencer (Boys’ Latin). He finished the year 
with 52 assists -- one shy of tying Justin 
Ward’s single-season record -- and 37 goals 
for 89 points. Spencer had two or more 
points in all 18 of the Greyhounds’ games 
this season.

Spencer was named a second-team All-
American by the USILA. 

“To watch his development from the 
fall through the course of this season, what 
takes you back is just his composure with 
the ball,” head coach Charley Toomey said 
about Spencer. “Right-handed, left-hand-
ed, being able to be physical and then step 
away, look through the defense, has han-
dled every situation that’s been thrown to 
him. A press out, an early slide, a physical 
game, nothing fazes the young man.”

Junior teammate Brian Sherlock will 
also be back after earning honorable men-
tion All-American honors for the second 
year in a row. Sherlock was an All-Patriot 
League first-team honoree for the third 
straight year.

Freshman goalie Jacob Stover emerged 
as one of the team’s top players. After some 
growing pains, he could be a difference-
maker throughout next season.

“I think we progressed all year,” Spencer 
said. “If you look at it from the beginning 
of the season to now, I don’t think anybody 
would have put us in the Final Four, like 
Coach [Toomey] was saying in the locker 
room after our Navy loss [March 19]. But ob-
viously, it was an uphill slope all year, and we 
got better and better as a team. The chemis-
try was always there. But on the field, I think 
we just progressed all year.” 

hen the previously undefeated Mary-
land women’s lacrosse team suffered 
a 13-7 loss to North Carolina in the 
NCAA Division I championship game 
May 29, it marked the end of Taylor 
Cummings’ collegiate lacrosse career. 

For the first time in three years, the 
sport’s most prolific player and her teammates weren’t 
holding the championship trophy. 

But Cummings will be remembered for her all-
around excellence and her consistency. After four years 
at the school she always wanted to play for, Cummings 
is leaving Maryland as one of the most accomplished 
players in the history of the women’s game. And her 
teammates will remember the midfielder from Ellicott 
City, Md., as one of the finest people they have ever 
known.

“Taylor is the world’s best teammate,” junior mid-
fielder Zoe Stukenberg said. “Who Taylor is as a person 
really defines her as a player. It’s easy to imagine some-
one who gets so many awards and accolades getting 
a big head and focusing on themselves, but that has 
never even crossed Taylor’s mind. She is 100 percent 
committed to the Terps and would do anything for us 
to win.” 

Cummings, a midfielder, became one of the few play-
ers in collegiate history to be named a first-team All-
American four times. She is only the third Maryland 
women’s lacrosse player to earn All-American honors in 
four consecutive years, joining past Terps greats Kelly 
Amonte Hiller (1993-96) and Katie Schwarzmann (2010-
13) on that select list. Cummings was also the first 
three-time recipient of the Tewaaraton Award as the 
sport’s best player. 

“Taylor deserves every ounce of recognition that she 
gets, and she handles it with such class and poise,” said 
Stukenberg, who closed the 2016 campaign as Mary-
land’s third-leading scorer with 49 goals and 16 assists. 
“She’s one of the hardest-working players I’ve ever 
met.” 

A member of the U.S. national team, Cummings end-
ed her college career as one of the top scorers in Mary-
land’s rich history. Cummings finished third with 229 
goals, while her 94 assists placed her ninth in Maryland 
annals. Her 323 career points are second only to for-
mer Maryland great Jen Adams, who put up 267 goals, 

178 assists and 445 points from 1998-2001. The talented 

midfielder was also dominant in the draw circle, set-

ting the school record with 509 draw controls in four 

seasons. 

Cummings was required to shoulder more responsi-

bility during each of her four seasons at Maryland. 

“When I came in as a freshman, I think I was trying 

to figure out my place with so many incredible older 

players on the team,” Cummings said. “As a sopho-

more, I became more comfortable with my role, but 

during those two years, I was definitely more offensive-

minded. 

“My junior year, the coaches asked me to play more 

defense, which definitely wasn’t the most natural thing 

for me, but we had a great defensive group that I was 
able to play with. And then returning just five starters 
my senior year, I think I had to step up as a leader and 
help acclimate not just the freshmen but the sopho-

mores and juniors who maybe hadn’t played that much 
before.”

As a senior, Cummings took on greater respon-
sibility at both ends of the field for a team that lost 
four All-Americans from the 2015 squad that won a 
second consecutive NCAA championship. After lead-
ing all NCAA Division I scorers with 100 points dur-
ing the 2015 season, Cummings continued her impres-
sive work at the offensive end, finishing second among 
Terp scorers with 79 points (60 goals, 19 assists). The 
team’s co-captain also paced the squad with 52 caused 
turnovers, and she set a Maryland single-season re-
cord with 144 draw controls. 

During her four years at Maryland, Cummings was 
the catalyst for a program that posted an 88-4 record, 
made four consecutive NCAA title-game appearances 
and earned two national championships, a pair of At-
lantic Coast Conference titles and a Big Ten crown. 
Maryland finished the 2016 season with a 22-1 record. 

“Winning the national championship my sophomore 
and junior years was definitely the best moments of my 
career,” Cummings said. “It’s this indescribable feel-
ing. It’s happiness and satisfaction that you completed 
your goal, and then to do it with 30 of your best friends 
around you is just the greatest feeling.” 

But while the numbers are impressive, Terps head 
coach Cathy Reese said Cummings’ value to the pro-
gram goes way beyond her lofty statistics. 

“You can’t put into words what Taylor Cummings 
has meant to Maryland lacrosse,” said Reese, who has 
guided the Terps to three NCAA titles during the last 
seven years. “She’s been such a tremendous player who 
was great at both ends of the field. Taylor became one 
of the best defenders I’ve seen. Last year, we had a lot 
of seniors who were a year older and could take every-
one else in. This year, it was Taylor and Alice [Mercer] 
who really became the anchors and backbone of this 
team. To be able to have them as leaders in our pro-
gram has taken this group to this level.” 

Sophomore attacker Megan Whittle has seen Cum-
mings at different stages of her career. Whittle and 
Cummings were teammates for two years at Baltimore’s 
McDonogh School, and they were reunited at Maryland 
for the last two seasons. 

“She’s the best,” said Whittle, a first-team All-Amer-
ican who led Maryland in scoring with 81 points (76 
goals, five assists). “I’ve been very fortunate to have 

Taylor as a team captain at McDonogh and at Mary-

land. She is very good at keeping the energy up. She’s 

all over the place on the field. She starts with the draw, 

makes great defensive stops, and she’ll finish on her 

shots. Taylor puts her head down and just works. I’m 

really proud of her and everything she’s accomplished.” 

While she has received high praise from many people 

in the lacrosse community, Cummings views her legacy 

in simple terms. 
“I mostly want to be remembered as a good team-

mate and friend,” said Cummings, who graduated 
from Maryland with a degree in finance. “All the in-
dividual rewards are great honors, but they’re the 
product of me being part of a great team.” 

  Todd Karpovich

After Disappointing Finish, Maryland In 
Solid Shape To Make Another Title Run 

T
  Steve Jones

Taylor Cummings’ Career Finished, 
But Indelible Memories Remain

W
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30 YEARS LATER
LEN   BIAS,

ohnny Holliday was doing morning 
sports at radio station WMAL in Wash-
ington, D.C., June 19, 1986, when he got 
a call from someone at the old Leland 
Hospital, near the intersection of Route 
1 and East-West Highway in Riverdale.

Leland, which would close about sev-
en years later, was just a few miles south down Route 1 
from the University of Maryland. The anonymous caller 
told Holliday Terps basketball star Len Bias had just been 
brought to the hospital.

“It was a little after 7. My news director said, ‘Get in a 
car and go out there,’” recalled Holliday, who became the 
radio voice of the Terps in 1979. “I got to the hospital and 
got word he had died.”

Holliday was then told by the radio station to head to 

the Maryland campus, where Bias had been an All-Atlan-
tic Coast Conference standout. The graduate of North-
western High in Hyattsville, Md., had been drafted two 
days earlier in the first round by the Boston Celtics as the 
second overall selection.

“I was walking down the hall, and I saw Dick Dull and 
others,” Holliday said of the former Maryland athletic di-
rector. “You could just see the look in their faces of shock 
and disbelief.”

Someone told Holliday that Bias had suffered a heart 
attack, which the veteran announcer couldn’t fathom, 
since Bias was 22. It was later learned Bias died of a co-
caine overdose.

“I was there when he signed [with Maryland]. I went to 
his signing at Northwestern,” Holliday said. “He was very 
shy and did not say a lot [as a freshman]. As he got more 
familiar with me, he got a lot looser and better with inter-
views.”

His death hit hard.
“I was in denial; I would have never even guessed this 

kid was into something like that. Most of the people, they 
didn’t want to believe it, because of the player he was and 
the role model he was for kids,” Holliday said.

In addition to being All-ACC, Bias was a two-time ACC 
Player of the Year and a 1986 All-American while at Mary-
land.

“He was better than [Michael] Jordan at that time,” 
Holliday said. “If you go back and look at the box scores 
when they went head-to-head, Bias won the head-to-head 
battle. You wonder how good he could have been. He could 
jump out of the gym. He played really good defense. He 
had something about him. He didn’t want to lose. He could 
hit the jumper; he could drive past you. He could dunk. He 
had the whole package.”

Dave Ungrady was a track athlete at the University 
of Maryland in the late 1970s and graduated in 1980. Now 
a veteran journalist, he was working for Prince George’s 
Community Television when Bias died. 

“We couldn’t believe it,” said Ungrady, who helped with 
a segment on Bias’ memorial service.

“I was an usher at basketball games at the beginning 
of his career, when he was a freshman and sophomore,” 

added Ungrady, who lives in Virginia. “He had a 44-inch 
vertical jump. When you look at pictures of Len taking a 
shot, his hands are pretty high. He worked on that with 
Coach [Lefty] Driesell, who wanted to make sure that no 
one could stop his shot. While Michael Jordan was more 
like a floater, Bias was more of a leaper. He sort of revolu-
tionized playing above the rim in college. He was a beast, 
and he had a beast mentality.”

The death of Bias had far-reaching ramifications for 
Maryland athletics and the university for many years.

Holliday feels the death of the 6-foot-8 Bias is one major 
reason former Maryland basketball coach Driesell is not 
in the National Basketball Hall of Fame. Driesell resigned 
later in 1986, as did Dull.

“I thought he got the shaft,” Holliday said of Driesell. 
“As he said, ‘I can’t police these kids 24 hours a day. I hope 
I teach them the right thing.’ It cost him his job. The chan-
cellor [John Slaughter] was gone. It took forever for that 
program to get back.”

Driesell, who had coached at Davidson before coming 
to Maryland, also led James Madison and Georgia State to 
the NCAA tournament and is now retired.

It took until 2014 for Bias to be elected into the athletic 
Hall of Fame at Maryland.

“It’s great to hear about Lenny,” Driesell, the Maryland 
coach for 17 years, told The Baltimore Sun that year. “I was 
elated that he got in. It’s a long time coming.”

M Club director Kevin Glover, a former football standout 
at Maryland, told The Sun in 2014: “We all know it’s a very 
sensitive issue. A lot of changes were made to the univer-
sity back in the day because of this situation [of his death]. 
Once we discussed it and the votes came in, we decided it 
was time to move forward and honor one of our greatest 
student-athletes ever.”

Frank Costello, a 1968 Maryland graduate, was the Mary-
land strength and conditioning coach for the four years 
Bias played for the Terps. He is also a former track coach 
for the Terps and has worked for the Washington Capitals 
as a strength and conditioning coach.

“I just wish there were more like him. He was on time, 
and he tried hard,” Costello said. “He was an extremely 
good athlete. The three best athletes I ever had were Randy 

  David Driver
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White in football, Renaldo Nehemiah in track and Len Bias, 
for pure athletic ability. I never had any trouble with him 
from day one until the last day I worked with him. He never 
missed a workout.”

Costello said it took Maryland years to get over his death. 
“It took a long time. The memories lingered for many 

years, from the point of view of reputation and the feeling 
around the athletic department. It took a while to bounce 
back,” he said.

John Philbin, a former Olympic bobsledder, was an 
assistant under Costello at Maryland in strength and 
conditioning and worked with Bias his freshman and 
sophomore years. Philbin was at his own apartment in 
1986 with two friends when he heard Bias died from a 
radio report. 

“One of no way,” Philbin said describing his feelings at 
the time, “that could not be happening. He was very nice 
to everyone around him. He was not a regular partier.”

Philbin has worked with elite athletes for nearly 30 
years, including a stint with the Washington Nationals 
through the 2015 season. He said the best athletes he 
has worked with are Herschel Walker, who is in the Col-
lege Football Hall of Fame; Darrell Green, who is in the 
NFL Hall of Fame, and Bias.

One of the assistant coaches on the track team when 
Ungrady was at Maryland was Dull, a former track ath-
lete for the Terps who would move up to athletic direc-
tor. 

“Everybody loved Dick,” Ungrady said. “When I start-
ed at Maryland, Dick was in the ticket office. Dick was 
the person you would go to if you had a problem. He was 
so calm and so mellow.”

Ungrady said it took Dull about 10 years to get a job 
in Division I athletics after he left Maryland. 

“I saw what it did to him when he lost his job,” said 
Ungrady, who noted Dull has recently worked at Hood 
College in Frederick, Md. 

With that background, Ungrady decided to write a 
book about Bias -- “Born Ready: The Mixed Legacy of 

Len Bias,” which was published in 2011. 
Ungrady, through his Born Ready Project, speaks to 

youth about Bias and how to make good decisions.
Holliday also notes that the  tragic event has prompt-

ed efforts to help others, as Bias’ mother, Dr. Lonise 
Bias, has spoken around the country to youth about the 
dangers of drugs.

“I saw her at a Maryland game, maybe last year,” 
Holliday said. “I have not seen her since the funeral. I 
gave her a big hug. She said, ‘He is bigger in death than 
he was in life.’ Her message to kids is not to even try it 
once.”

“You can go out and put a $200 hat on a $20 brain, 
and you’ve still got nothing,” she said, according to The 
Morning Call newspaper in 1990, when she spoke to stu-
dents at Lehigh University. 

She said her religious faith had helped her through 
tough times, and she urged students not to conform to 
peer pressure.

In the past, Dr. Bias has worked for The Abundant 
Life Resources A More Excellent Way in Prince George’s 
County.

“Her work is a balm for the troubled, the lost, the 
weary, and those who have simply lost their focus. Dr. 
Lonise P. Bias is a dynamic and effective speaker,” ac-
cording to the organization’s website. “After nearly two 
decades of work, Dr. Bias has broadened the borders of 
her business to include a team of experienced speak-
ers, trainers, facilitators, consultants and event plan-
ners who share her vision, passion, and commitment for 
youth family community and the work place.”

Sadly, the Bias family lost another son when Jay 
Bias, the younger brother of Len, died after a shooting 
at Prince George’s Plaza in 1990. He died at the same 
hospital as his brother at Leland, then just east of Prince 
George’s Plaza.

“I admire her for what she is doing, going around the 
country and telling the story [of Len Bias],” Holliday said. 

Holliday, an actor in dinner theaters, was asked by the 

Bias family to sing the Lord’s Prayer at a service on the 
Maryland campus for Bias 30 years ago. 

Three decades later, the basketball program is on solid 
ground, thanks to Hall of Fame coach Gary Williams and 
now Mark Turgeon, who had the team ranked in the top 
five nationally last season.

But it has not been easy.
A few years before Williams retired, in 2011, ESPN was 

on hand to cover a Maryland game when Williams heard 
announcers refer to the death of Bias, which at that time 
had been more than 20 years ago.

Holliday recounted the event, saying Williams walked 
over to the announcers and simply said, “It is over, OK? Let 
us give it up and go on with our program.” 

The Baltimore Early Phase Unit, located at Harbor Hospital in
Baltimore, MD is currently seeking volunteers to participate in 
a clinical research trial to evaluate a new investigational medication.

For more information, 
please visit our website

www.parexel.com/baltimore
or call 1-877-617-8839.WE  ARE  RECRUITING

•  Males and Females

 • Ages 18-55  

 • Non-smokers

The study involves 1 screening visit, 
a 9 day / 8 night in-house stay, and   
6 outpatient visits. If you qualify you
may receive up to $7,470.00
for completing the study.
Please reference study #225417

© 2016 PAREXEL International Corporation. All rights reserved. 
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Len Bias vs. Clemson in 1985
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Len Bias vs. NC State in 1986



To sign up for PressBox’s High School 
Lacrosse Newsletter, visit 

PressBoxOnline.com/lax_weekly
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el Air baseball coach 
John Swanson has been 
around baseball a long 
time. 

As a player, he was 
a standout catcher at 
Millersville University 

from 1992-96. After college, he played in 
the Lancaster-Lebanon Twilight League 
for almost eight years and then caught 
in the bullpen for the Wilmington Blue 
Rocks in the Carolina League. 

He began to coach when he finished 
playing, which he’s now done for 20 years. 
His last 15 years have been as the varsity 
head coach at Bel Air High School.

So it’s quite a statement that Swanson 
believes the performance his Bobcats dis-
played during the Maryland Public Sec-
ondary School Athletics Association Class 
4A state tournament is the most impres-
sive run he has ever been a part of on the 
baseball diamond.

“Over the six games we played in the 
tournament, we scored 40 runs, gave up 
two earned runs, had one error, threw two 

no-hitters, as well as a three-hitter,” Swan-
son said. “Perform and compete, that was 
the epitome of it. You can’t ask for much 
more.”

It’s also hard to ask for much more when 
your team wins the state championship, 
which the Bobcats did when they topped 
Quince Orchard (Montgomery County), 
8-1, May 27. It’s Bel Air’s third state title in 
baseball, previously winning in 1996 and 
2013.

The team’s run in the tournament 
wasn’t a surprise, given the Bobcats’ dif-
ficult regular-season schedule. Being in 
the Upper Chesapeake Bay Athletic Con-
ference Chesapeake Division, the Bobcats 
routinely played powers from both Harford 
and Cecil County this season, such as Pat-
terson Mill, Fallston and North Harford. 

With all the tough teams they were 
competing against, Bel Air’s players took 
it upon themselves to find a way to get an 
edge on their opponents.  

“In the league this year, all the teams 
were real solid,” senior pitcher and first 
baseman Jack Jenkens said. “We knew 
from the start that we had a special group 
of guys. What set us apart from other 
teams is that we stay after practices and 

do sprints. I don’t think most teams do 
that every day. We outwork everyone else.”

In Jenkens, the Bobcats had a certi-
fiable ace to anchor their pitching staff, 
which finished the season with a 1.78 ERA. 
The 6-foot-3 lefty led the team in innings 
pitched (46.2) and strikeouts (47). He ac-
crued an 8-1 record and 1.50 ERA while 
limiting opponents to a .214 batting aver-
age. In the postseason, Jenkens threw a no-
hitter against Parkville May 13. 

Swanson described the team’s rotation 
as a three-headed monster, with Jenkens 
being joined by a pair of juniors in Mike 
Yetter and Zack Radcliffe. Yetter topped 
the group with a 1.15 ERA and .132 oppo-
nents’ batting average. Radcliffe posted a 
1.81 ERA and recorded 38.2 innings, which 
was second most on the team. The two also 
had standout performances in the playoffs 
-- Yetter threw a three-hitter against Ken-
wood May 16, while Radcliffe hurled a no-
hitter against Catonsville two days later. 

“These three guys were the epitome 
of great pitchers. They were very smart 
-- knew what to throw and when to throw 
it,” senior right fielder Matt Ferretti said. 
“That definitely helped us in the playoffs 
when we needed those one or two pitches 

to close out games for us.”
After an 8-0 win against Bowie in the 

state semifinal May 24, Bel Air played 
Quince Orchard for the state champion-
ship. The game was played May 27 at the 
University of Maryland’s Shipley Field, 
which is much closer to Quince Orchard’s 
campus than Bel Air’s. While Swanson 
commended Bel Air’s community and was 
overwhelmed by the support the team had 
at the game, the proximity ensured the ma-
jority of the crowd would be cheering for 
Quince Orchard.

“During my at-bats, they yelled out my 
name a bunch and were saying stuff to try 
to distract me,” Radcliffe said. “We did a re-
ally good job of putting that stuff aside and 
just focusing on our goal of winning.”

The game was a tense affair in swelter-
ing heat. Through five innings, the Bob-
cats held a 2-1 advantage, as Jenkens kept 
Quince Orchard’s bats in check. He was 
relieved in the sixth inning by Yetter, who 
was able to work his way out of a jam to 
keep Bel Air in the lead.

That’s when Bel Air’s bats broke out to 
score six runs, bringing 10 batters to hit 
in the bottom half of the frame. Sopho-
more center fielder Liam Bowers’ two-RBI 
double was the big hit of the inning. It was 
Bowers’ third hit of the night, as he paced 
Bel Air’s offense from the leadoff spot.

The big cushion gave the players time to 
look around and soak up the atmosphere. 

“I was in right field, and Jenkens was 
standing at first base, and he turned 
around to give me a fist bump. He said, 
‘This is it,’ and we both smiled,” Ferretti 
said. “I just thought that this is the per-
fect way to end the high school career. I 
couldn’t have been more proud.”

Yetter, who was closing out the game on 
the mound, wanted to make sure he appre-
ciated the scene.

“The last pitch of the game was an 0-2 
count. I took the ball back from the previous 
pitch and walked around the mound with a 
big smile on my face, because I knew I was 
going to make this last pitch and get the 
out,” Yetter said. “I looked at all my team-
mates, and it was just a special moment.”

Yetter threw the pitch, and the batter 
hit a weak ground ball to him, which he 
picked up and fired to first base. Pande-
monium ensued when Jenkens caught the 
ball.

“We immediately dogpiled,” Cotton said 
with a laugh. “That was easily one of the 
best experiences of my life.” 
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  Wick Eisenberg

For Bel Air Baseball, 2016 
Was A Season To Remember
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Check out our ARM (Adjustable Rate Mortgages):

Member 
FDIC

Pasadena
410.437.4770

Severna Park
410.544.9600

Glen Burnie
410.768.7800

Gambrills
410.451.9550

Brooklyn
410.355.9300

Annapolis
410.266.7220

• ARMs typically have a lower initial interest rate than on a �xed-rate mortgage.
• Provides �exibility if you plan to move or re�nance within a few years.
• Your interest rate and monthly principal and interest (P&I) payments remain the same 
   for an initial period of 5, 7, or 10 years, then change annually.
• Includes an interest rate cap that sets a limit on how high your interest rate can go.

Contact us today
for rates and further information.

Call 410.768.7800 or
Apply for your loan online

arundelfederal.com All loan decisions are made in Maryland. We do not sell your loan: you call us for service during your loan’s entire term.

HERE’S OUR PITCH!
Low Rates - all the time!

HIGH SCHOOL    

nly a sophomore, Ol-
ivia Rubin has already 
emerged as a team leader 
and is among the best 
lacrosse players in the 
metro area. She had an-
other solid season for 

Bryn Mawr, earning All A-Conference hon-
ors in the Interscholastic Athletic Associa-
tion of Maryland. Rubin created matchup 
problems all season, and she had a five-goal 
performance against Maryvale Prep April 
15. Rubin, who excels academically, has 
committed to Duke and was selected for the 
2016 Under Armour All-America Underclass 
Lacrosse Tournament. 

PressBox: Having played varsity as a 
freshman and sophomore, what tips 
would you have for younger players 
now that you’re an upperclassman?

Olivia Rubin: Going into my freshman 
year, the idea of playing with older girls for 
the first time was intimidating. But playing 
with more experienced girls really helped 
me develop as a player and a teammate. 
This year, one of our seniors, AP Smith, had 
a big impact on me. She has an incredible 
work ethic and such a positive attitude. She 
made me want to be a better teammate. In 
terms of tips, when I am out there, I am al-
ways thinking about hustling and trying to 
impact the game all over the field. Go hard 
for every ground ball, sprint back on defense 
and move the ball fast. If you hustle and play 
hard, good things will happen. 

PB: How did you improve during the 
season?

OR: Most importantly, I think we improved 
a lot as a team. We had a whole new set of 
coaches this year, and they did a great job 
of teaching us new offensive and defensive 
sets and bringing us closer together as a 
team. I think the part of my game that im-
proved most was my dodging. Last year, I 
focused more on playing off-ball and cut-
ting. But this season, I really worked on at-

tacking my defenders and creating oppor-
tunities to go hard to the goal. 

PB: Are you going to play club ball 
this summer?

OR: I am going into my sixth season now 
with TLC, and it’s pretty much the same 
group of girls since fifth grade. But when-
ever we add a new player, it’s like they have 
been there since the start as well. I love play-
ing with my club team, because we are all so 
close and get along so well. And one of the 
really special parts about our team is that 
we all play to make each other look better 
and not ourselves. Even through all the pres-
sure of the recruiting process, no one tried to 
show off for college coaches or played selfish-
ly. We have so many great individual players, 
but we work well together. I am so lucky to 
be on a team where I honestly consider all of 
them to be my best friends.

PB: What do you like most about at-
tending Bryn Mawr?

OR: Through my 11 years at Bryn Mawr, I 
have made such great friends. Bryn Mawr 
is known to really push its students aca-
demically, but the teachers and other stu-
dents are so supportive and want to help 
you succeed. It is a really special place, and 
I have a developed self-confidence there 
that I know I will carry my whole life. 

PB: What went into your decision to 
commit to Duke?

OR: The recruiting process for me was re-
ally exciting, and I wasn’t in any rush to 
make a decision. I spent a lot of time trying 
to see as many campuses as I could and re-
ally tried to get a sense of what I was look-
ing for in a school. Once I got a good feel for 
that, I focused on schools with strong aca-
demics and a top lacrosse program. I think 
Duke was ultimately the perfect fit for me. 
It’s a great school. I loved the coaches, the 
team and the other commits in my class. It 
has always been a lifelong dream of mine to 
go to Duke, and the recruiting process only 
confirmed it for me.  

  Todd Karpovich

PNC Lacrosse Spotlight: 
Bryn Mawr Sophomore 
Midfielder Olivia Rubin
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anxiety and/or depression. The games start at 10 a.m. and will be 

followed by a bull roast from 6-10 p.m. For more information, visit 

hug-onlax.org or call John Robinson at 443-761-8035.  

LACROSSE SHOWDOWN 
Team registrations are now being accepted for the Maryland 

Lacrosse Showdown July 2-3 in Westminster, sponsored by 

Sandlot and NWA Lacrosse. Male competition in the single-age 

level teams U12, U13, U14, U15, U16 and U17 and female competi-

tion in the single-age level teams U14, U15, U16 and U17 will play at 

least four 40-minute games. For more information and to register, 

contact Mark at 410-493-5182, email mascom13@aol.com or visit 

usamateursports.com/lacrosse_showdown/index.html. 

SQUASH
SquashWise provides incentives for middle school students to excel 

academically, athletically and socially, as well as compete in local and 

national squash tournaments. No squash experience is necessary 

to become a tutor. Visit baltimoresquashwise.org to make your tax-

deductible donation. To make equipment donations and/or become a 

volunteer tutor, email abbym@baltimoresquashwise.org.

YOUTH LACROSSE
The newly formed Baltimore Youth Lacrosse League is now 

accepting in-house registrations for the spring for all kids ages 

4-12. Call 443-863-8377, email baltimoreyouthlax@gmail.com or 

visit baltimoreyouthlax.com for more information and to register. 

 GOLF 

JULY 25 -- FIRE COMPANY GOLF
Pikesville’s Station 32 will hold its annual golf tournament at 

Suburban Country Club in Pikesville. For more information and to 

register, visit pvfd32.org or call 410-486-2668, ext. 9.

AUG. 27 -- THREE CLUB CLASSIC 
A nine-hole event played with three clubs will be held at historic 

Carroll Park Golf Course to benefit First Tee of Baltimore, whose 

mission is to provide kids the support to thrive academically and 

socially through golf. The use of only three clubs forces golfers to 

be creative and invent shots, especially around the greens. This 

event puts a major emphasis on shot making, club selection and 

making the most of limited resources. For more information, call 

240-273-GOLF (4653) or visit 3clubclassic2016.ezevent.com.

SEPT. 26 -- 4TH QUARTER GOLF OUTING
Enjoy a day of golf at Timbers of Troy to benefit The 4th Quarter, 

a nonprofit organization focused on building leadership skills 

and confidence through after-school sports programs for middle 

school-age students. For more information, visit the4thqtr.org/

upcoming-events/ or call Justin at 443-904-6318.

MEN’S GOLF
Fox Hollow Men’s Golf Club in Timonium has friendly competition 

at tournaments for all skill levels every other Saturday morning 

through October. Visit foxhollowmensgolfclub.org for information 

and membership application.

  FOOTBALL

WOMEN’S TACKLE FOOTBALL
The Baltimore Burn is recruiting female athletes who want to play 

tackle football. Visit baltimoreburnfootball.com or call head coach 

Jon Randall at 443-897-1192.

JOIN THE RAVENS’ BAND 
Become part of the Baltimore Ravens’ game-day experience by 

joining Baltimore’s Marching Ravens. Visit baltimoreravens.com/

marchingravens.

 OTHER ACTIVITIES

JUNE 19 -- FISHING TRIP 
Spend Father’s Day fishing at the Loch Raven Reservoir. Bait and 

poles will be provided. For more information, call 410-887-2503 or 

visit cromwellvalleypark.org. 

JUNE 25 -- RAPPEL FOR KIDNEY HEALTH
Join this fun and unique event for all ages to benefit the National 

Kidney Foundation of Maryland, which raises vital funds for 

kidney patients. The rappel will take place at the Hyatt Regency 

Baltimore, 300 Light St. from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Visit kidneymd.org for 

more information and to register. 

JUNE 25 -- STRIKIN’ OUT ALZHEIMER’S
Participate in The Longest Day, an event to honor the strength, 

passion and endurance of those facing Alzheimer’s disease. Bowl 

to raise awareness and funds for the care, support and research 

efforts of the Alzheimer’s Association at Forest Hill Lanes from 

2-5 p.m. For more information and to register, call 443-299-8203.

SEPT. 23 -- FLIP FLOP FESTIVUS
Come to a football party to benefit the Life and Breath Foundation 

in its search to find a cure for sarcoidosis, the most common 

fibrotic lung disease, at the Four Seasons Hotel in Baltimore. 

Invited guests -- and past attendees -- include Juan Dixon, Matt 

Stover, Qadry Ismail, Brad Jackson, Gheorghe Muresan, Ray 

Knight, Jonathan Ogden, Phil Chenier, Pete Gilbert, Keith Mills, 

Mark Viviano, David Aldridge, Johnny Holliday and the Baltimore 

Ravens cheerleaders. Proceeds directly benefit the groundbreak-

ing research to create a diagnostic test for sarcoidosis, which 

would save millions of dollars in healthcare expenses. For more 

information, visit lifeandbreath.org/events/flip-flop-festivus/. 

CAR RACING
Enjoy car racing with a dose of adrenaline in a safe and legal envi-

ronment all summer long. Visit mirdrag.com or call 301-884-9833.

HOMESCHOOL SPORTS
Baltimore-area homeschooled boys and girls in grades 6-12 inter-

ested in playing interscholastic sports, like soccer, volleyball 

and baseball can register for the upcoming school season. Email 

chensports@verizon.net for more information and to register.

BOCCE
Baltimore Social operates a lot like the sports leagues of your 

youth, bringing friends and groups together to compete in a 

wide range of sports and activities, like soccer, skee-ball and 

sailing. Most of the leagues are six to eight weeks and include a 

final championship tournament and end-of-season parties. Visit  

baltimoresocial.com for more information.

MARYLAND OFFICIALS CLUB
Interested in becoming a high school swimming official in the 

Baltimore-Anne Arundel area? Experience as a competitive swim-

mer or coach at the high school, college or masters level -- or prior 

experience officiating -- is strongly preferred. Email mdcommish@

comcast.net or call Mike Connors at 410-653-7307.

DISC GOLF
Local disc golf courses are open for play throughout the summer. 

For the first tee, follow signs for Maryland Zoo parking, which is 

past the softball field and reptile house. Visit md-discgolf.com or 

dgcoursereview.com for additional courses in the area.

DUCKPIN BOWLING
Youth fall duckpin bowling leagues for participants ages 3-21 are 

forming at various duckpin centers in Baltimore. Most programs run 

on Saturday mornings and include bowling, shoe rental and coaching. 

For more information, visit ndya.org, call Stacy Karten at 410-356-0936 

or follow duckpin bowling at facebook.com/theduckpinnews.

BALTIMORE FITNESS ACADEMY
BMoreFit’s goal is to reduce childhood obesity in the Baltimore metropoli-

tan area by educating and mentoring urban youth with targeted programs 

for improved health, fitness and nutrition. Visit bmorefit.org for details.

KICKBALL
To participate in co-ed adult kickball around Baltimore, visit 

kickball-baltimore.com for locations and dates.

BABE RUTH MUSEUM
The improved Babe Ruth Birthplace Museum has reopened and is locat-

ed right next to Camden Yards. Babe Ruth’s legacy shaped the sports 

and American life we live now. Consider making a tax-deductible dona-

tion. Visit baberuthmuseum.org/donate/ or call 410-727-1539, ext. 3012.

SUMMER DRAG RACING
Visit Maryland International Raceway most weekends through 

November. Visit mirockracing.com for more dates.

BASKETBALL
Maryland AAU will host the AAU boys’ U8 basketball national cham-

pionship July 6-10 in Salisbury. Free practice time will be given to early 

registrants. The final date to register is July 5. For more information 

and to register, visit aauboysbasketball.org or call 410-927-5722.

BICYCLE REPAIR
At a cooperative bicycle shop, visitors can work on a donated 

bike, use tools to fix a broken bike or buy ready-to-ride sec-

ondhand bikes. Volunteer staff will provide assistance. Visit  

velocipedebikeproject.org for details. 

ULTIMATE FRISBEE
Ultimate Frisbee is one of the fastest growing and most exciting sports, 

combining the nonstop movement and athletic endurance of soccer with 

the aerial passing skills of football into one fast-paced game in which every-

one is involved. The Pikesville Ultimate Disc Association will host separate 

youth leagues for boys and girls ages 8-12 weeknights starting in September. 

For more information, visit puda.moonfruit.com, email Brett Weil at  

ultimate@pikesvillerec.org or call 410-262-6136.
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 WALKS/RACES

JUNE 19 -- GBMC FATHER’S DAY 5K
GBMC HealthCare will host the 28th annual Father’s Day 5K and 

1 Mile Fun Walk to benefit GMBC’s Neonatal Intensive Care Unit 

(NICU). Registration begins at 6:30 a.m., with the race starting at 

8 a.m. at the GBMC campus, 6545 N. Charles St. For more informa-

tion and to register, visit gbmc.org/5k or call 443-849-2407.

JULY 10 -- MILES THAT MATTER
Join more than 1,000 runners at the Miles That Matter Pikesville 

5K to benefit the Ulman Cancer Center and the Pikesville Chamber 

of Commerce. The race begins at 8 a.m. at the Woodholme Center, 

with on-site registration opening at 6 a.m. Music and food will be 

provided following the race. For more information and to register, 

visit pikesville5k.com or call 410-484-2337.

AUG. 5 -- SNEAKS COME OUT AT NIGHT 
15K & 3X5K RELAY
Take part in The AT&T Sneaks Come Out at Night 15K & 3x5K 

Relay and run through the hills of Druid Park from 6:30-9 p.m. 

Funds from the event will benefit Back on My Feet Baltimore, a 

nonprofit organization that combats homelessness through the 

power of running, community support, and essential employment 

and housing opportunities. For more information and to register, 

visit give.backonmyfeet.org/sneaks or call 410-675-7500, ext. 174.

AUG. 6 -- CASEY CARES 5K
Lace up your running shoes and mark your calendars for the Casey 

Cares Foundation’s seventh annual 5K run/walk at Oriole Park 

at Camden Yards in partnership with OriolesREACH. Proceeds 

from the event will benefit the Casey Cares Foundation, which 

provides uplifting and ongoing programs to critically ill children 

and their families. The 3.1-mile run/walk course will begin and end 

at Camden Yards and will also include refreshments and T-shirts. 

Teams and families are encouraged to register. For more informa-

tion and to register, visit caseycaresfoundation.org. 

AUG. 7 -- IRON GIRL COLUMBIA 
TRIATHLON 
The 11th annual Iron Girl Columbia Triathlon will take place at 

6:45 a.m. at Centennial Lake in Ellicott City. Iron Girl aspires to 

bring women of all ages together as a community by offering a 

supportive, energetic and empowering environment for females 

pursuing a healthy and active lifestyle. Visit irongirl.com/Events/

Columbia_Triathlon.htm#axzz3zxZ0jBYt for more information 

and to register.

SEPT. 3 -- CHARLES STREET 12 
This unique point-to-point race will take runners down historic 

Charles Street, now a national scenic byway, and end at Power 

Plant Live!. A portion of the proceeds from the race will benefit the 

Children’s Heart Program at the University of Maryland Children’s 

Hospital. For more information and to register, visit charlesst12.com. 

SEPT. 18 -- GET READY! GET SET! GET 
FIT! 
This 5K run/walk and one-mile walk will start at the CCBC Essex 

campus at 8 a.m. and benefit the Baltimore County Department 

of Aging’s programs for seniors. For more and to register, visit 

getreadygetsetgetfit5k.com, 

SEPT. 25 -- ZERO PROSTATE CANCER 
RUN/WALK
Register for the Cancer Challenge 10K, 5K and one-mile fun walk at 

Towson University’s Johnny Unitas Stadium. This tight-knit com-

munity event will bring together athletes, doctors, cancer survivors 

and those who care about ending prostate cancer. The goal is to 

find a cure for prostate cancer by funding research and providing 

free testing and education. Visit zerobaltimore.org to register.

OCT. 15 -- BALTIMORE RUNNING 
FESTIVAL
Registration is open for the Baltimore Running Festival -- choose 

from five distances through the Inner Harbor and surrounding 

areas. Visit thebaltimoremarathon.com for more information.

 BASEBALL/SOFTBALL 

JUNE 26 -- BAYSOX 1K BEER RUN 
Enjoy some exercise before the Baysox game. Participants will run 

three laps around Prince George’s Stadium’s warning track and 

receive a 12-ounce can of Bud Light at the end of each lap. The win-

ner will throw out the ceremonial first pitch before the game. Pre-

registration is required for this event, which is limited to the first 

100 individuals to sign up. Visit baysox.com or call 301-805-6000. 

AUG. 20 -- CRABFEST NATIONAL 
TRAVEL TEAM TRYOUTS
Evaluations for the CrabFest national travel team ages 10U, 11U 

and 12U will be held at Prince George’s County Boys & Girls Club 

in Greenbelt. Players will train and practice with a staff of high 

school and collegiate coaches. They will also have the opportunity 

to compete in Disney’s New Year’s Classic at the ESPN Wide World 

of Sports Complex in Orlando Dec. 28-31. For more information, 

visit crabfestregistration.com or call 301-346-4035. 

MEN’S/COED SOFTBALL 
The Lutherville-Timonium Rec Council has opened registration for 

the fall slow-pitch softball program at Reisterstown Regional Park, 

which runs from mid-August to early November. Men’s leagues 

are on Monday and Wednesday evenings. Email tjharrington51@

netscape.net or call 443-847-1072 for additional registration details. 

MASON-DIXON UMPIRES ASSOCIATION
The MDUA is looking for new high school baseball umpires in 

Baltimore. No experience is necessary. Email Mike Connors at 

mdcommish@comcast.net or call 410-653-7307.

COCKEYSVILLE RECREATION
Visit cockeysvillereccouncil.org or call 410-887-7734 for updates 

about baseball registration for the Cockeysville Recreation Center.

ADULT BASEBALL
Join the Eastern Baltimore County over-40 baseball league, which 

plays with wood bats on 90-foot diamonds. Players of all skill levels 

are encouraged to visit over40baseball.org or call Mike Lockett at 

410-446-0443.

BASEBALL CARD SHOW
A sports card and memorabilia show to benefit Monsignor Slade 

Catholic School will be held at Monsignor Slade Catholic School 

in Glen Burnie from 8 a.m.-2:30 p.m. July 9 and Aug 13. For more 

details, call Leo at 443-416-6447.

NEGRO LEAGUES BASEBALL
Visit the Hubert V. Simmons Museum of Negro Leagues Baseball 

at the Owings Mills Metro Center. The museum is named after Bert 

Simmons, who played for the Baltimore Elite Giants. The museum 

is open daily, and admission is free. Volunteers are always welcome. 

Visit smnlbinc.org for more information.

CRABFEST
The 2016 CrabFest All American Games are now open to talented 

youth and middle school-aged baseball players, as well as those 

entering the ninth grade in September. Players selected from the 

Sept. 6 CrabFest All American Games will be placed on rosters for 

the Disney’s New Year’s Classic at the ESPN Wide World of Sports 

Complex Dec. 28-31. For more information and to register, visit 

crabfest.biz or email crabfestaa@gmail.com.

 SOCCER/RUGBY

CELTIC SOCCER CLUB
Tryouts for the Celtic Soccer Club are for boys ages 6-18 and girls 6-12. 

Registration and information are available at baltimoreceltic.com.

YOUTH RUGBY
Maryland Exiles Youth Rugby is looking for players for the upcom-

ing spring season. Experience is not required. The team is open to 

all players attending high school or middle school in Maryland and 

students enrolled in GED or home school programs. Those inter-

ested can visit meetup.com/md-rugby.

MIGHTY KICKS PUP LEAGUE
The Pup League provides year-round soccer training for boys and 

girls of all abilities ages 2-18. It’s designed to build motor skills, 

self-confidence and basic techniques. Ongoing programs are avail-

able around Baltimore. Visit mightykicksbaltimore.com for more 

information.

RUGBY
The Baltimore-Chesapeake Rugby Club, the region’s only Division I 

men’s rugby club, is looking for experienced players or those new to 

the game. For more information, email baltimorechesapeakerugby 

@gmail.com or visit baltimorerugby.net.

 LACROSSE/SQUASH

JULY 16 -- HUG ON LACROSSE 
TOURNAMENT
Register a team of up to 12 players to take part in the Hug 

On Lacrosse Tournament to help benefit the Nolan Robinson 

Foundation at Notre Dame Prep, 815 Hampton Lane in Baltimore. 

Established in August 2015 after the loss of Nolan Robinson on his 

21st birthday, the Nolan Robinson Foundation is dedicated to the 

provision of mental health services for youth struggling with ADD, 
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ne of the great para-
doxes that philosophers 
and scientists alike 
have mulled through 
the ages is the prospect 
of an irresistible force 
meeting an immovable 

object.
It’s one of those notions that results 

in intense intellectual frustration, as 
great minds ponder and debate the ul-
timate epic conflict. And in the world of 
sports gambling -- where there are two 
powerful but competing realities -- it is 
no different, meaning there’s still tons of 
frustration.

In this case, the irresistible force 
would be the public’s ravenous appe-
tite for wagering on sports, which would 
seem to make a change in policies re-
garding sports betting inevitable. How-
ever, the immovable object, at least so 
far, has been the Professional and Am-
ateur Sports Protection Act (PASPA), 
a federal law that has shut down ev-
ery meaningful attempt at liberalizing 
sports gambling laws in America and 
has limited it mainly to Nevada with a 
handful of other states allowed to offer 
watered-down versions.

So let’s take a look at the irresistible 
force.

Legal sports gambling is more popu-
lar than ever. This year, the handle (the 
amount wagered) on sports in Nevada is 
expected to hit $5 billion, about double 
what it was a decade ago. Making that 
even more impressive is that Nevada 
gambling handles for other types of 

gaming (slots, table games) has suffered 
slow growth and, in some cases, even de-
creases.

However, it’s in the illegal sports gam-
bling market (read internet bookies) 
where some of the extraordinary figures 
pop up. The American Gaming Associa-
tion (AGA), the umbrella group that rep-
resents the casino industry, estimates 
Americans wagered $149 billion illegally 
on sports in 2015 -- 30 times what Nevada 
bookmakers will handle this year. Some 
estimates on illegal sports gambling put 
the number as high as nearly $400 bil-
lion.

The AGA, now in a full-court press on 
the sports gambling issue, conducted a 
survey earlier this year that indicated 
about two-thirds of football fans feel 
legalized sports betting would actually 
protect the integrity of the games. Five 
years ago, New Jersey voters overwhelm-
ingly approved a nonbinding referendum 
in favor of sports gambling.

The most important sports institu-
tions have also changed their attitudes. 
Consider that ESPN now makes sports 
gambling as routine a part of its cover-
age as game stories. NBA commissioner 
Adam Silver penned his now-famous 
New York Times op-ed in late 2014 advo-
cating for federal oversight in sports wa-
gering. The top executives in both MLB 
and the NHL have discussed sports gam-
bling in less hostile, arguably accepting, 
tones. Only the NFL remains steadfastly 
opposed -- save for team and a few own-
ers’ involvement in the recent hybrid of 
sports wagering, daily fantasy sports.

In government circles, Delaware tried 
to slip in single-event sports betting for 

its casinos in 2009, but the major sports 
organizations blocked the attempt, and 
Delaware was left with its current par-
lay-style betting. New Jersey has pulled 
every trick it can think of to get sports 
wagering into its casinos and racetracks 
without any success, due to PASPA. Its 
court challenge continues.

So if average folks are saying loud and 
clear that they want sports betting and 
many major institutional players are ei-
ther on-board or coming around, what’s 
the hold up?

Well, that would be the immovable 
object, the aforementioned PASPA, a 
law championed by former NBA basket-
ball star Bill Bradley when he was a U.S. 
senator representing New Jersey.

Since 1992, when PASPA went on the 
books, it has been bulletproof to any 
challenge.

And there have been all kinds of chal-
lenges, some of them Constitutional in 
nature, and PASPA has weathered them 
all.

So if PASPA can’t be undone judicial-
ly, what’s the answer? Well, that’s simple. 
The answer is a legislative remedy. All 
you need is for Congress to repeal PAS-
PA or amend it so that each state can de-
cide for itself whether it wants to permit 
sports gambling.

Unfortunately, anyone who has 
watched Congress at work, or rather not 
at work, during the last eight years real-
izes that getting anything done in Wash-
ington, D.C., on a topic as potentially 
combustible as sports gambling is virtu-
ally impossible.

In May, a subcommittee of the Energy 
and Commerce Committee held a hear-

ing ostensibly to plumb the mysteries of 
daily fantasy sports, and U.S. Rep. Frank 
Pallone (D-N.J.) used the hearing as an 
opportunity to discuss traditional sports 
wagering, especially in light of DFS oper-
ating in many jurisdictions.

Of course, a subcommittee hearing 
in which sports wagering gets a men-
tion is hardly cause for exuberance by 
the sports gambling crowd. There’s still 
no credible indication Congress is going 
anywhere near the issue of sports bet-
ting.

As far as a court decision turning the 
tide, New Jersey’s wheezing attempts to 
outflank PASPA by essentially repealing 
its own ban on sports wagering is in the 
hands of the full panel of the Third Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals in Philadelphia. A 
decision is expected this summer, but af-
ter a hearing in February on the matter, 
no legal scholars were particularly opti-
mistic that New Jersey would break its 
losing streak on getting sports betting.

The sports book operator that runs 
the sports gambling operations at more 
than 100 locations throughout Nevada 
recently said it took an NFL futures bet 
that would pay $540,000 if a certain NFL 
team won the Super Bowl (answer at the 
end).

In the most recent futures odds, as 
of press time, the Patriots are the fa-
vorite to win Super Bowl LI (we’re back 
to Roman numerals) at 15-2, even with 
the prospect of quarterback Tom Brady 
sitting out a few games. Seattle is 9-1, 
Pittsburgh is 10-1 and Green Bay is 11-1. 
Defending NFL champion Denver is 12-1.

The Ravens are 30-1.
And the team whose victory would 

lighten the bookmaker by $540,000?
It’s the Tampa Buccaneers, who at-

tracted a $9,000 wager at 60-1.
Yeah, I know. I don’t get it, either. 

  Bill Ordine
  

Many Obstacles Remain In Push For 
Wide-Scale Legalization Of Sports Gambling
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 MARYLAND GAMING They said it onThey said it on

“… It really does become Melo Trimble’s team a year from now 
with some good complementary pieces around him like Anthony 
Cowan [Jr.], who I love. I think he’s [former Kentucky standout 
guard] Tyler Ulis, myself. You can play [Trimble] off the ball some, 
because Anthony Cowan is a terrific young point guard.”

- ESPN analyst/former St. John’s head coach Fran Fraschilla May 16 on the 
Maryland men’s basketball team’s future. 

“Well, [rising junior guard] Dion Wiley, he was hurt. I think Dion Wi-
ley is going to have a huge impact on college basket-

ball next year. … [Rising junior guard/forward] 
Jared Nickens would be able to play more. 

[Rising senior forward] Damonte Dodd will be 
able to play more, and [rising junior forward 

Michal Cekovsky], he’s our big blocker, 
he’ll play more. So they have great pieces 
in line, and I feel like they should be OK.”

- Former Terps center Diamond Stone May 17 on the talent 
returning to College Park, Md., next season.

“Coach Turgeon, you know, he’s great with development. That’s 
one of the things that he specializes with. With some of the young-

er guys coming in, even though they are young, these 
are guys who are ranked in the country -- four or 

five stars. They may be young, but they’re very 
talented. Coach Turgeon, he’s going to get us 

right for the season and work this thing out. 
He’s been very successful with grad trans-
fers and building teams, and it shouldn’t be 
an issue.”
- Incoming Maryland forward/Duquesne transfer L.G. 

Gill May 10 on how a Terps team with four new starters 
will gel together next year. 

“You knew you had it in him from the stuff he had. You’d watch his 
bullpens, and even times in games, his stuff was unbelievable. Once 

he just kind of put it all together, something just 
clicked for him. Obviously, it’s showing now. He 

was one of those guys where you’d watch 
him, and you’d just be like, ‘How am 
I supposed to pitch after watching 
that?’ His stuff was so good.”

- Seattle Mariners right-handed pitcher Steve 
Johnson May 17 on the success former Orioles teammate 

Jake Arrieta has had with the Chicago Cubs. 
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would say to Orioles 
fans, ‘Man, enjoy what 
you’re watching here. 
You’re watching one of 
the best players in the 
game, and you have 
him here for the next 

two-and-a-half years. If you’re looking at 
the clock when he leaves, you’re going to 
miss the brilliance of watching this guy 
play every day. I mean, why worry about 
it? If it gets done, it gets done. …’”

That was FOX/MLB Network analyst 
Tom Verducci responding to a question 
I asked him about the contract future 
of Orioles third baseman (or is it short-
stop?) Manny Machado during an ap-
pearance on Glenn Clark Radio June 3. 

Let’s get this out of the way as quick-
ly as possible. Verducci is right. Orioles 
fans should do everything in their power 

to just simply enjoy the ability to watch 
Machado play night in and night out. We 
should delight in witnessing one of the 
greatest baseball talents our city has 
ever seen, and the uncertainty of his fu-
ture should have no bearing on our ap-
preciation of him today.

Yes, I used the terms “our” and “we” 
in that paragraph. If you’re familiar with 
my career as a broadcaster at all, you’re 
aware of my own appreciation for Mach-
ado. You might call it an “obsession.” I 
wouldn’t call it that. A lot of people have 
shrines in their basements and have 
named various pets “Mach,” “Macho,” 
“Macho Man,” “Manny Mach,” “Machado 
Man,” “Manny Man” and “Mucho Macho 
Machado.” I don’t see how that’s remote-
ly weird. I also know my wife wants to get 
another dog, and “Man Macho Machado 
Man” has a nice ring. 

Kidding aside, I think of myself as a 
bit of a spokesperson on this subject. 

Which is why I can comfortably explain 
that no matter how much we know bet-
ter than to agonize over the future of the 
man who will almost certainly become a 
three-time All-Star this season, we’re go-
ing to do it anyway. 

I’m sorry, Tom Verducci. This is just 
too real to us. 

We’re going to freak out at every turn. 
We’re going to overanalyze every quote 
given by anyone who even remotely 
seems like an “insider” when it comes to 
the topic. Hell, I recently popped in the 
1999 Russell Crowe/Al Pacino flick “The 
Insider” just to make sure there weren’t 
any Easter eggs to be found regarding 
the future of the then-7-year-old future 
superstar. You just never know. 

Machado isn’t set to reach free agency 
until after the 2018 season, but when you 
consider that the #KD2DC movement 
started somewhere around 2009 (or 
at least it feels like it), it’s not all that 
strange Orioles fans would begin freak-
ing out about Machado now. 

We want to know anything and every-
thing that can possibly be known. And 
we’re just getting started. If you think 
we’re unstable now, just wait until next 
season when an unfounded Twitter ru-
mor pops up saying Machado’s wife 
spent a day condo hunting in New York. 
We might go full-blown Howard Hughes 
at that point. I’ve already started stock-
ing up on empty bottles. 

You can tell me all you want about how 
the Orioles have extended the majority 
of their young, actual talent in the last 

decade. Brian Roberts, Nick Markakis, 
Adam Jones and Chris Davis are all ex-
amples with increasing price tags. Matt 
Wieters’ future will again be in question 
this offseason, but the evidence largely 
backs the Birds’ willingness to get some-
thing done. 

But with all due respect to all of those 
players, none of them are Manny Mach-
ado. They’re all players who are (or, in 
Roberts’ case, were) very good and very 
popular when they got their contracts. 
But Machado is 23 years old, and yet 
many of us have already started look-
ing into booking hotel rooms in Cooper-
stown, N.Y., for 20 or so years from this 
August. He’s Cal Ripken Jr. … except we 
think he might be better. He’s Brooks 
Robinson … except we think he might be 
better. 

So, yeah. The next two-and-a-half years 
(or however long until the O’s get some-
thing done to lock up the Miami native 
long term) are going to be rather shaky 
around here. We’re in a happily commit-
ted relationship, but we just want to see 
that ring, you know? Until we do, we can’t 
help but worry about being left at the al-
tar, only to find out the love of our life ran 
off and married our older brother. 

Oh, you think that’s silly? Apparently, 
you never baseball-fan-dated Mike Mus-
sina. 

It’s a weird analogy. I know. This is 
what Machado anxiety is doing to me. 

Reminder: We could be doing this for 
another 29 or so months. 

 THE REALITY CHECK

Orioles Fans Should Prepare 
For Inevitable Contract Buzz 
Surrounding Manny Machado
  Glenn Clark 
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ust about every week, a 
news item pops up that 
serves as a reminder 
that the issue of sports 
gambling is constantly 
with us.

In February, two 
states bordering Maryland -- Delaware 
and Pennsylvania -- had sports wager-
ing issues churning in their respective 
legislatures. Neither development was 
especially eyebrow-raising, but in both 

cases, the actions taken illustrated that 
the question of sports gambling is con-
stantly hovering.

In Delaware, that state’s legislature 
is considering methods to make it more 
convenient to bet on the NFL parlays of-
fered in Delaware casinos and at dozens 
of retail outlets. 

The Delaware Lottery has oversight 
for that wagering, and the lottery agency 
recently announced that in 2015, total 
wagers for NFL parlays in the state was 
$39.4 million. The good news, from the 
lottery’s perspective, was that the 2015 

figure was about a 400 percent increase 
from 2009, when the football parlays 
started there. But the not-so-good news 
was that 2015 wagering was about only a 
4 percent jump from 2014.

The conclusion is obvious -- Delaware 
seems to be hitting the top end on sports 
wagering.

Right here it needs to be noted that 
only four states are allowed to have 
sports gambling, and Nevada is the only 
one of those four that’s permitted to 
have wide-open, single-event wagering.  
The other three states, Delaware, Mon-
tana and Oregon, are permitted parlay 
or pool wagering.

The overall prohibition and the hand-
ful of exemptions are the result of a fed-
eral law passed in 1992, the Professional 
and Amateur Sports Protection Act, 
more commonly referred to as PASPA. 
The four exempted states were grandfa-
thered because they previously had such 
wagering on the books.

Now back to Delaware. To help re-
energize the slowing rate of growth in 
sports wagering in that state, there is a 
proposal in the Delaware legislature to 
allow betting on the lottery’s NFL par-
lays on computers and mobile devices. 
Nevada already has mobile sports wa-
gering in operation, and online betting 
has moved the needle financially for 
sports book operators there.

Nevada had a record month in Janu-
ary for all sports betting (more than $448 
million wagered), and a research analyst 
for the Nevada State Gaming Control 
Board credited mobile apps for helping 
generate more action. 

If Delaware were to approve remote 
wagering on its sports parlays, obvious-
ly there would be rules. Online bettors 
would have to be within the state and 
they’d have to be 21 years old.  Delaware 
already has online gambling for poker 
and casino games.

Meanwhile, in Pennsylvania, that 
state’s legislature recently took action on 
sports gambling that is mostly symbolic 
but interesting in its near unanimity.

A committee in the state House of 
Representatives overwhelming ap-
proved, 23-1, a resolution “urging the 
Congress of the United States to lift the 
federal ban on sports betting and to al-
low states that authorize, license and 
regulate casino gaming, including the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, to le-
galize sports betting through its licensed 
facilities.” 

In other words, if PASPA can be un-
done, Pennsylvania wants sports books 
in its casinos.

You’d have to figure that the scores 
of states that already have casinos and 
would want sports betting represents a 
big club.

And that brings us back to PASPA 
and the chief challenger to the federal 
act, which is the state of New Jersey. 
Jersey wants sports gambling, in large 

part, to help its own flagging casino in-
dustry, and the state has been fighting 
since 2012 in the courts to have sports 
wagering.

On other side, fighting to preserve 
PASPA is, of course, the NFL, the other 
major sports leagues and the NCAA.

The two sides were in court once 
again in mid-February, this time in front 
of a full panel of the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the Third Circuit in Philadel-
phia, as New Jersey pressed its appeal 
to overturn a previous ruling that had 
body-slammed New Jersey’s attempt to 
do an end-run around PASPA. New Jer-
sey tried to dodge PASPA by lifting its 
own state prohibition on sports gam-
bling. The tricky part is this -- New Jer-
sey contends that it would not be regu-
lating sports wagering (which would 
have it running afoul of PASPA), yet the 
sports wagering would be restricted to 
casinos and racetracks.

The sports organizations have argued 
that by restricting where sports wager-
ing can be conducted that the state is, 
indeed, authorizing sports wagering in 
a way that has the state in violation of 
PASPA.

If New Jersey loses yet again, it can 
appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court. How-
ever, as it is frequently pointed out, the 
Supreme Court hears less than 1 percent 
of the cases that are presented to it for a 
hearing, and in this instance, there isn’t 
even a situation where two or more lower 
courts have rendered decisions at odds 
with each other.

Here’s the bottom line:
New Jersey keeps losing in court on 

this sports wagering issue, and it is 
quickly running out of courtrooms where 
it can mount an appeal.

The conclusion is that if the effects of 
PASPA are to be undone, then Congress 
will have to do it, and anyone who has 
been paying attention lately knows how 
difficult it has been to get Congressional 
action on almost anything.

Yet -- there has been a drip-drip-drip 
of support for allowing sports wagering.

NBA commissioner Adam Silver 
penned a now-famous article in The New 
York Times last year, saying that sports 
betting appeared to be inevitable and 
that it should be regulated.

Daily fantasy sports, despite being 
under legal and legislative scrutiny, has 
gained wide acceptance and has contrib-
uted to creating a more accepting cli-
mate of fans having a financial interest 
in the games.

Initiatives such as the one in Pennsyl-
vania appear to bipartisan, and scores 
of states are now reliant on gaming tax 
revenues to support their budgets.

So maybe altering PASPA to allow 
states to make their own decisions on 
sports wagering is actually something on 
which Congress can agree.

It’s just hard to set the odds on that 
happening. 
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