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Created in 2013 Monumental Sports & Entertainment Foundation supports the charitable 

efforts of the Washington Capitals, Mystics, Valor and Wizards and Baltimore Brigade, 

aligning their causes and unifying their giving, which enables us to have the greatest 

impact on our community. 

MSE Foundation is committed to the Washington, D.C., metropolitan area and 

focuses on the following five pillars to maximize its impact and engagement with the 

community:

• Youth basketball, football and hockey 

• Education and scholarship

• Pediatric health and fitness

• Military and veterans’ affairs

• Hunger and homelessness

Recognizing the community as our most important asset, MSE Foundation looks 

forward to continuing to create and sustain programs that are designed to give back to 

the community that supports our teams. In 2016 Monumental Sports & Entertainment 

Foundation donated more than $780,000 to local charities. Through MSE Foundation we 

pledge to continue investing our time and resources and serving as a positive influence 

and contributor in our community, and we hope to inspire others to do the same.

Monumental Sports & 
Entertainment Foundation

http://www.monumentalfoundation.org/


MONUMENTAL SPORTS & ENTERTAINMENT FOUNDATION

HONORS & AWARDS

4

On June 1, 2016, Washington Wizards point guard John Wall received the 2015-16 

Seasonlong NBA Cares Community Assist Award presented by Kaiser Permanente 

in recognition of his many charitable efforts and yearlong dedication to community 

outreach. The award recognizes an NBA player who best reflects the passion that the 

league and its players share for giving back to their communities.  

 

As a part of his award, The John Wall Foundation received a $25,000 grant from 

Kaiser Permanente and the NBA which he will donate to Bright Beginnings, Inc. 

(BBI) for a new playground. BBI is a charity that serves children whose families live 

in shelters/transitional housing and provides childcare and educational services for 

200+ children per day. Wall matched that with a $25,000 donation of his own money 

to the Wake County Boys & Girls Clubs in Raleigh, N.C. Wall also received BBI’s 

Champions for Children Award, honoring his commitment to the health and welfare 

of children and families, and the National Law Center on Homelessness & Poverty’s 

Stewart B. McKinney Award, recognizing an individual who has advanced solutions to 

homelessness and poverty.

Honors & Awards

https://www.monumentalsportsnetwork.com/videos/john-wall-community-assist-award-recap
https://www.monumentalsportsnetwork.com/videos/john-wall-receives-award-for-charity-work
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For the fourth year in a row, MSE 

Foundation and the Washington 

Mystics and Wizards partnered 

with Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater 

Washington (BGCGW), providing 

a $25,000 grant to the D.C.-based 

nonprofit. The money was used to 

increase participation and promote 

basketball on a grassroots level in 

the Washington, D.C., metropolitan 

area. The MSE Foundation grant 

funded scholarships for at-risk and 

underserved youth, girls’ player 

clinics, a girls’ league, coaches’ clinics 

and The Monumental Tournament of 

Champions, a BGCGW organizational-

wide basketball tournament.

BGCGW’s 14 sites, covering a territory 

of 75 miles that stretches from 

Manassas to Germantown, serve as 

safe havens for its members. The 

clubs are open when schools are 

not and provide a safe, comfortable 

and fun alternative for youth who 

would otherwise be home alone or 

on the street. More than 1,200 youth 

attend the clubs for activities every 

day, to see their friends and to spend 

time with positive and encouraging 

adults. Clubs are open after school 

on weekdays. Some have Saturday 

hours and many offer full days during 

school holidays and summers. Clubs 

welcome every child, adolescent 

or teenager, for a nominal annual 

membership fee, but will not turn any 

child away for inability to pay.

For the eighth year in a row, the 

Washington Capitals and MSE 

Foundation partnered with the 

Potomac Valley Amateur Hockey 

Association (PVAHA), providing a 

$25,000 grant. This money helps fund 

the John Crerar Hockey Development 

and Chris Dernetz Disabled Hockey 

grant programs and was distributed 

to 21 area hockey programs during 

the 2016-17 season. The Crerar grant 

program increases participation and 

promotes hockey within Maryland, 

Virginia and Washington, D.C. The 

Dernetz grant program assists USA 

Disabled Hockey Programs within 

PVAHA. Since 2009 the Capitals have 

granted nearly $200,000 to PVAHA, 

and local hockey participation has 

increased 37%.

PVAHA is an affiliate of the 

Southeastern District of USA Hockey 

and is the governing body of all 

amateur hockey within the District of 

Columbia, Maryland and Virginia.

Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Greater Washington

Potomac Valley Amateur 
Hockey Association
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YOUTH BASKETBALL, FOOTBALL & HOCKEY

6

http://www.bgcgw.org/
http://www.bgcgw.org/
http://americanspecialhockey.org/
http://americanspecialhockey.org/
http://www.sedistrict.org/
http://www.usahockey.com/
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MSE Foundation partnered with Coach 

Across America (CAA) through Up2Us Sports 

to fund a basketball coach at the Boys & 

Girls Clubs of Greater Washington’s Richard 

England Clubhouse in northeast D.C. and a 

hockey coach at Friends of Fort Dupont Ice 

Arena in southeast D.C. in 2016. Basketball 

coach Christopher Washington is the son 

of a retired D.C. police officer who played 

basketball locally at DeMatha Catholic High 

School. Hockey coach Mira Antwine grew 

up a few blocks away from Fort Dupont 

where she played under Neal Henderson for 

the Cannons. Washington and Antwine are 

great examples of how CAA encourages and 

utilizes local community members to serve 

as coaches. Both received extensive training 

and detailed instruction from CAA on how 

to plan for their programs, highlighting 

methods that coaches can use in practices 

to merge sports with social issues as a way 

for children to bridge positive lessons from 

practice into their daily lives. Washington 

and Antwine are tasked with serving as role 

models to hundreds of children and using 

play and teamwork to improve futures. The 

Foundation looks forward to expanding this 

partnership with CAA to include a football 

coach in 2017.

Up2Us harnesses the power of sports to 

reduce youth violence, promote health and 

inspire academic success for kids in every 

community. Their research, training and 

on-the-ground initiatives empower sports 

programs across the country to become a 

united force for meaningful change. Coach 

Across America places and trains the nation’s 

best and brightest role models to bring 

sports-based youth development to the most 

underserved communities. CAA coaches 

understand that every program session, 

practice or game is a chance to positively 

impact a child’s future. They inspire children 

to be leaders and contributing members of 

their communities. 

Up2Us Sports/Coach Across America
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https://up2us.org/coach-across-america
https://up2us.org/coach-across-america
https://up2us.org/
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MSE Foundation granted $15,000 to 

Leveling the Playing Field (LPF) before 

the start of the 2016-17 NHL and NBA 

seasons to help expand its hockey and 

basketball equipment collections and 

donations. Collection bins were placed 

at Washington Capitals rink partners 

Ashburn Ice House, Kettler Capitals 

Iceplex and SkateQuest Reston in 

Virginia and The Gardens Ice House, 

Skate Frederick, Cabin John Ice Rink, 

Hagerstown Ice & Sports Complex 

and Wheaton Ice Arena in Maryland. 

This season 1,535 pieces of hockey 

equipment valued at nearly $80,000 

was collected. LPF distributed nearly 

all of the hockey equipment collected 

to 37 schools and sports and nonprofit 

organizations throughout the D.C. area 

and beyond. MSE Foundation and 

LPF are looking to expand to collect 

basketball and football uniforms and 

equipment in 2017.

Leveling the Playing Field gives 

underserved children the opportunity 

to enjoy the pleasures of athletic 

involvement. Studies show that 

students who participate in athletics 

have higher grade-point averages, 

attendance rates, standardized test 

scores, educational aspirations and 

healthier habits. Through sport 

equipment donation LPF is able to 

maximize the benefits of participating 

in sports by allowing athletic programs 

to utilize their sports equipment funds 

elsewhere within their organizations. 

The LFP recipients allocate the funds 

saved by lowering registration fees, 

expanding their scholarship programs, 

enhancing their existing athletic 

programs or developing new ones.

Leveling the Playing Field
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http://www.levelingtheplayingfield.org/
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Washington Capitals head coach Barry 

Trotz attended the Capitals seventh-

annual service project at Friends of 

Fort Dupont Ice Arena. Funded by 

Monumental Sports & Entertainment 

Foundation, the project featured 100 

Capitals fans working alongside wives 

Mandy Alzner, Brandi Holtby, Katie 

Niskanen, Kim Trotz and Taylor Winnik, 

team mascot Slapshot and the Red 

Rockers, who were all sprucing up Fort 

Dupont.

Volunteers painted the locker rooms, 

hallways and bathrooms, waxed the 

boards, cleaned the glass, put together 

goals and cleaned and organized 

hockey equipment inside the arena. 

Outside volunteers cleaned and 

mulched tree boxes and flower beds 

and weeded and swept the parking lot 

and sidewalks.

Fort Dupont is the only public indoor 

ice arena located in Washington, D.C., 

and the only skating facility in the 

area that provides free or subsidized 

skating programs to children. Its Kids 

On Ice program provides free figure 

skating, hockey and speed skating 

lessons to economically disadvantaged 

children who might not otherwise 

have the opportunity to learn these 

sports. Friends of Fort Dupont Ice 

Arena partners with public and private 

schools, summer camps, churches 

and local community organizations to 

promote and deliver its programs to 

thousands of children per year.

Fort Dupont Service Project
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https://www.monumentalfoundation.org/videos/fort-dupont-service-project
https://www.monumentalfoundation.org/videos/fort-dupont-service-project
http://www.fdia.org/
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Teammates for Kids

In March Capitals goaltender Philipp 

Grubauer and forward Michael Latta 

presented a check on behalf of MSE 

Foundation in the amount of $42,000 to 

the Fort Dupont Ice Hockey Club with 

funds received through a grant from 

Teammates for Kids.

Numerous Capitals players, along with 

coach Barry Trotz, pledged to participate 

in Top Shelf Teammates, the hockey 

division of the Teammates for Kids 

Foundation. Top Shelf Teammates 

contributes financial resources to 

nonprofit organizations that benefit 

children’s health, education and inner-

city services. Players contribute a 

predetermined sum based on selected 

on-ice performance categories such 

as goals or team wins. Every dollar 

contributed by players is tripled through 

an affiliation with other donors. Because 

outside sources secured by the 

Foundation cover all operating expenses, 

100% of donated money is distributed to 

children’s charities. Through Teammates 

for Kids, the Washington Capitals have 

donated $187,400 to the Fort Dupont Ice 

Hockey Program since 2003.

http://www.teammatesforkids.net/
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Through the Washington Capitals 

Hockey School program, sets of street 

hockey equipment valued at more than 

$25,000 were donated to 25 schools 

in Maryland and Virginia. The Hockey 

School program introduces second- 

through sixth-grade students to the 

sport of street hockey and is a free 

program designed to be instructional, 

interactive and fun. The Capitals have 

hosted more than 200 clinics and 

reached more than 30,000 students in 

the Washington, D.C., area through the 

team’s Hockey School program since 

its inception in 2007.

The Capitals also donated sets of 

street hockey equipment to D.C. 

Public Schools, introducing more than 

48,000 students across 111 schools to 

hockey through a multi-week street-

hockey curriculum. In addition, the 

team refurbished three outdoor street 

hockey rinks in Maryland and Virginia. 

To further encourage the growth of the 

game, surrounding schools received a 

full set of street hockey equipment in 

conjunction with the refurbishment.

Equipment Donation

11

YOUTH BASKETBALL, FOOTBALL & HOCKEY



MONUMENTAL SPORTS & ENTERTAINMENT FOUNDATION

Playworks Washington, D.C.

MSE Foundation partnered with Playworks 

Washington, D.C., providing a $25,000 grant 

and programming for the 2016-17 school 

year. Playworks is currently in 18 public 

and public charter schools in Washington, 

D.C., bringing safe, meaningful play to 7,100 

students every day.

In January MSE Foundation hosted a 

MLK Day service project with Playworks 

at Tyler Elementary School in southeast 

D.C. Capitals alumni Sylvain Cote and 

Paul Mulvey joined more than 60 Capitals, 

Mystics and Wizards fans who took part 

in tasks that included assembling more 

than 800 breakfast-to-go bags for Catholic 

Charities’ Cup of Joe program, painting 

college logos on canvases, sorting winter 

clothing items and organizing classrooms. 

The breakfast-to-go bags were distributed 

to men and women staying overnight 

in emergency shelters. In addition, 

volunteers assembled and decorated bags 

for Playworks’ Junior Coach Leadership 

Conference.

Also in January, MSE Foundation hosted 

200 students from 15 D.C. public and public 

charter schools at the Playworks Junior 

Coach Leadership Conference at Verizon 

Center. Conference participants included 

fourth- and fifth-grade students from the 

Playworks Junior Coach program, which 

provides students with monthly training 

focusing on peer leadership and conflict 

resolution. Junior Coaches then implement 

the training in the recess yard, where they 

model positive behavior for their peers as 

well as help to facilitate games and resolve 

any conflicts that may arise during play. 

MSE Foundation sponsors the Playworks 

girls’ basketball league that emphasizes 

skill-building, not scoring. In fact, 

Playworks coaches don’t keep score 

as they want all girls to have a positive 

learning and playing experience. The 

goal is to teach fourth- and fifth-grade 

girls to respect the game through positive 

sporting behavior. All 18 Playworks schools 

participate in the girls’ basketball league 

and each participant received a Mystics-

branded Playworks T-shirt. 

In May, Playworks girls’ basketball league 

members participated in a clinic with the 

Mystics. Third-, fourth- and fifth-grade 

girls learned basketball skills at different 

stations, had an open discussion with 

Mystics players Ivory Latta and Tierra 

Ruffin-Pratt about setting and achieving 

goals in difficult circumstances and 

concluded the day talking to the players 

about the challenges of taking leadership 

roles in their community and the 

importance of safe and healthy play.

Playworks is a national nonprofit 

organization that transforms schools by 

providing play and physical activity at 

recess and throughout the school day. 

It teaches children to resolve their own 

conflicts that arise at recess and carry over 

to the classroom, improving school climate 

both on and off the playground. Playworks 

helps transform recess into a safe, fun and 

inclusive time that gets students active 

and engaged so they can return to the 

classroom focused and ready to learn.

12
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http://www.playworks.org/communities/dc
http://www.playworks.org/communities/dc
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Special Olympics District of Columbia

For the fifth-consecutive year, the Washington Wizards partnered 

with Special Olympics District of Columbia for their annual “Spread 

the Word to End the Word” awareness day, aimed at ending the 

hurtful use of the R-word (“retard(ed)”) negatively impacting people 

with intellectual disabilities.  

In March Wizards players attended the Special Olympics D.C. 

Unified Basketball league games at St. Coletta of Greater 

Washington, where teams composed of participants with and 

without intellectual disabilities compete each week. Mystics 

player Natasha Cloud joined John Wall to serve as referees while 

Otto Porter, Ramon Sessions and Garrett Temple were honorary 

coaches. For the third year, Marcin Gortat returned as the game 

announcer and this year Zeus McClurkin and El Gato Melendez of 

the Harlem Globetrotters joined the event as special guests. Wizard 

Girls and G-Man also attended and performed at halftime.

Spread the Word to End the Word® is an ongoing effort to 

raise the consciousness of society about the dehumanizing and 

hurtful effects of the R-word.  The campaign, created by youth, 

is intended to engage schools, organizations and communities to 

rally and pledge their support and to promote the inclusion and 

acceptance of people with intellectual disabilities. The weekly 

Unified Basketball games bring together athletes with and without 

intellectual disabilities as teammates and showcases the power of 

Special Olympics Unified Sports®, which helps unite communities 

and foster an environment of acceptance and inclusion.  

14
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https://www.monumentalsportsnetwork.com/videos/special-olympics-unified-game-3-15-16
http://www.r-word.org/


High School Hockey Championships

In February the Capitals sponsored the Capitals Cup 

High School Championships. The Northern Virginia 

Scholastic Hockey League (NVSHL), Maryland Student 

Hockey League (MSHL), Mid-Atlantic Girls Hockey 

League, Mid-Atlantic Prep Hockey League (MAPH) 

and the Capital Scholastic Hockey League conducted 

their respective playoff tournaments, with the winners 

receiving the designation as “Capitals Cup” winners. 

The Washington Capitals and MSE Foundation provided 

championship hats and medals to the winning teams 

as well as honored them for the year at Kettler Capitals 

Iceplex on the High School Wall of Fame.

MONUMENTAL SPORTS & ENTERTAINMENT FOUNDATION
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http://nvshl.org/
http://nvshl.org/
http://mshl.org/
http://mshl.org/
http://capitals.sportngin.com/page/show/1376369-maghl-2014-15-
http://capitals.sportngin.com/page/show/1376369-maghl-2014-15-
http://www.capitalhockey.org/page/show/1314609-home
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District of Columbia College Access Program

For the second year in a row, MSE 

Foundation funded $30,000 in college 

scholarships in our teams’ names for 

DCPS and D.C. public charter school 

students through the District of 

Columbia College Access Program 

(DC-CAP). The Wizards $10,000 

scholarship is awarded to a male student-

athlete basketball player, the Mystics 

$10,000 scholarship to a female student-

athlete basketball player and the Capitals 

$10,000 scholarship to a student-athlete 

hockey player. Each student is awarded 

$2,500 a year for four years. Applicants 

must have participated in organized 

basketball and hockey and write an essay 

about what inspired them to play, what 

lessons they learned from the sport and 

how those lessons will help them in 

college and the workforce.

The 2016 DC-CAP scholarship recipients 

were Robel Adefrisew (Wizards) from 

Bell Multicultural High School on the 

Columbia Heights Educational Campus, 

Katherine Baker (Capitals) from 

Friendship Collegiate Academy Public 

Charter School and Bethann Mwombela 

(Mystics) from Washington Latin Public 

Charter School. Adefrisew is attending the 

State University of New York at Oswego, 

Baker is attending Towson University 

and Mwombela is attending University of 

North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

DC-CAP is a nonprofit organization 

working in partnership with the District of 

Columbia Public and Public Charter School 

Systems that provides counseling and 

financial assistance to students who might 

otherwise never have the opportunity to 

attend or graduate from college. DC-CAP 

also works in partnership with the Office 

of the State Superintendent of Education 

(OSSE), the corporate community, 

colleges, universities and other college 

access programs. The overwhelming 

majority of students served by DC-CAP 

are from low-income, minority, single-

parent households and are the first in their 

families to attend college.

MONUMENTAL SPORTS & ENTERTAINMENT FOUNDATION

EDUCATION & SCHOLARSHIP
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http://www.dccap.org/
http://www.dccap.org/
https://www.monumentalsportsnetwork.com/videos/dc-cap-scholarship-check-presentation-3-28-16
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D.C. Public Schools

Monumental Sports & Entertainment 

Foundation and its teams collaborated to 

“adopt” a local school through the D.C. Public 

Schools (DCPS) Adopt-a-School Program, 

which the Capitals became involved with in 

2009. 

The Foundation concluded its 2015-16 

partnership with Browne Education Campus 

in 2016. In February the Capitals held a 

street hockey clinic for the school where 

students learned stick-handling, passing and 

shooting. Capitals mascot Slapshot also made 

a guest appearance, joining students in a 

hockey scrimmage. In June MSE Foundation 

participated in the end-of-the-year field day 

event at Browne, running stations for third-, 

fourth- and fifth-grade students in the school’s 

gym including a Wizards inflatable free throw 

game, Mystics and Wizards corn-hole toss 

and street hockey. The event concluded with 

a hockey scrimmage between the fourth and 

fifth graders. 

For the 2016-17 school year, MSE Foundation 

adopted Hendley Elementary School, a Title 

I D.C. Public School located in Ward 8 that 

serves nearly 500 children in PK3 through 

fifth grade. To kick off the partnership MSE 

Foundation hosted a book drive where fans 

could donate books to be used in classroom 

libraries. Hendley ES students, teachers and 

administrators received complimentary game 

tickets to World Cup of Hockey, Capitals and 

Wizards preseason games. In October, MSE 

Foundation helped fund transportation for an 

Early Childhood field trip to align with their 

curricular unit. During the holiday season, the 

school nominated families who were adopted 

through the Foundation’s Family-to-Family 

program, and MSE Foundation hosted a party 

at the school for families to receive their gifts. 

MSE staff volunteered each month at the 

Martha’s Table Joyful Food Market. In addition, 

MSE Foundation supplied hundreds of items 

for the school’s Positive Behavior Interventions 

and Supports (PBIS) cart for student incentives 

and for teacher rewards. 

MSE Foundation looks forward to hosting a 

beautification day at the school in 2017 and 

continuing the partnership for the 2017-18 

school year.

The John Wall Family Foundation (JWFF) 

gave away 250 backpacks to Malcolm X 

Elementary School students for its third-annual 

Back to School Block Party. The event featured 

local organizations that donated back-to-school 

items, a DJ, a bouncy house, face painting, 

food and Wizards games. JWFF hosted Wall’s 

Thanksgiving Day Assist dinner for students. 

Wall and his mother helped serve dinner and 

distribute turkeys to families in attendance. 

The turkeys were provided courtesy of JWFF 

and Giant.
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http://dcps.dc.gov/portal/site/DCPS/
http://dcps.dc.gov/portal/site/DCPS/
http://dcps.dc.gov/page/adopt-school-program
https://www.monumentalsportsnetwork.com/videos/john-wall-back-to-school-backpack-drive-8-26
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Everybody Wins! DC

Monumental Sports & Entertainment staff 

members participate in the Everybody 

Wins! DC Power Lunch program, a literacy 

and mentoring program based in select 

elementary schools in the Washington, D.C., 

metropolitan area. The goal of Power Lunch 

is to encourage children’s interest in reading, 

expand their opportunities for success and 

facilitate meaningful volunteer contributions. 

Through the Power Lunch program, MSE 

staff members, including employees from 

the Capitals, Mystics, Wizards and Verizon 

Center, are paired with students at Garrison 

Elementary School in Washington, D.C., 

and Key Elementary School in Arlington, Va. 

Each week during the school year, MSE staff 

members take time out of their day to visit 

with their mentees, spending time reading 

and sharing conversation during the lunch 

hour. 

MSE Foundation hosted the Everybody Wins! 

DC Power Lunch Celebration for nearly 200 

students and mentors at Verizon Center in 

May. MSE also hosted an employee book 

drive during the holidays, collecting more than 

100 books for Garrison and Key Elementary 

Schools.
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http://www.everybodywinsdc.org/
http://www.everybodywinsdc.org/
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Greater Washington Urban League

Monumental Foundation donated $8,000 to Greater Washington 

Urban League (GWUL) to fund a 2017 scholarship for a local 

high school senior. The Foundation has committed to funding 

this scholarship for three years. The Greater Washington Urban 

League regards scholarships for college-bound students as an 

important and longstanding manifestation of its mission. Since 

1998, GWUL, in partnerships with various corporate sponsors, 

has granted more than $2 million in scholarships to more than 

300 young adults.

20
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Better Sports Club of Arlington

The Foundation funded the Better Sports Club of Arlington’s 

2016 Tom Newman Memorial Scholarship. The scholarship 

was awarded to Robert Burnham, from Bishop O’Connell High 

School in Arlington, Va. Burnham was also the recipient of the 

2016 Tom Newman Memorial Trophy, presented annually to the 

student-athlete chosen as the Better Sports Club of Arlington’s 

Ice Hockey Sportsman of the Year. Burnham currently attends 

San Diego State University, where he’s studying business 

administration and playing ice hockey as part of the American 

Collegiate Hockey Association Division II.

The trophy and scholarship were presented at the Better Sports 

Club of Arlington’s 60th Annual Awards Banquet. Arlington 

Sportsmen and Sportswomen of the Year awards were presented 

to deserving student-athletes selected from nominations 

submitted by the directors of student activities or athletics from 

high schools located in Arlington. Since ice hockey is not currently 

an official varsity sport, nominations for the Newman Trophy 

were solicited from the coaches of the club teams representing 

Arlington schools.

The Better Sports Club of Arlington is a nonprofit community 

organization founded in 1957 to promote useful citizenship 

through the medium of sports. The Better Sports Club is 

dedicated to serving Arlington’s youth and to fostering the 

principle of fair play, good sportsmanship, a competitive spirit, 

tolerance and friendship.

EDUCATION & SCHOLARSHIP

http://www.bettersportsclub.org/
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Flashes of Hope
Monumental Sports & Entertainment Foundation partnered with 

Flashes of Hope, donating more than $27,000 to help fund its 

D.C. and Northern Virginia chapters. These funds were raised 

through an auction held during the Capitals Hockey Fights 

Cancer night in November.

As a part of the partnership, players from the Monumental 

teams participate in Flashes of Hope photo shoots. Monumental 

Sports & Entertainment Foundation and Flashes of Hope held 

a photoshoot with children fighting life-threatening illnesses 

at MedStar Georgetown University Hospital in February. 

Washington Capitals alumnus Alan May went room to room 

sharing laughs and stories, handing out Caps Kids Club kits 

donated by Capitals fans and taking pictures with the patients 

and their families.

MSE Foundation hosted families affiliated with Flashes of Hope 

during a Washington Mystics practice in August. Participants 

watched practice and enjoyed lunch courtesy of McDonald’s. 

Following practice the team and coaching staff interacted with 

the families and played basketball with them on the Mystics 

court. Mystics players Natasha Cloud and Ivory Latta then joined 

the families in a basketball-themed Flashes of Hope photo shoot.

In November Washington Capitals players participated in a 

Flashes of Hope photo shoot and hosted a Hockey Fights 

Cancer skate with patients affiliated with Flashes of Hope, Hope 

for Henry, Make-A-Wish Mid-Atlantic and Pancreatic Cancer 

Action Network and their families at Kettler Capitals Iceplex. 

Participants watched the Capitals practice and were treated to 

lunch. Following practice, players joined the families in a hockey-

themed Flashes of Hope photo shoot and signed autographs.

Flashes of Hope is a nonprofit organization that raises money 

for pediatric cancer research and changes the way children 

with cancer and other life-threatening illnesses see themselves 

through the gift of photography. More than 200 patients and their 

families were photographed during 20 shoots and several special 

events funded by MSE Foundation in 2016. The goal of Flashes 

of Hope is to photograph every child until every child is cured.

Since 2010 the Capitals and MSE Foundation have provided 

nearly $150,000 in grants for Flashes of Hope, establishing 

the D.C. chapter at Children’s National, and now supporting 

the Northern Virginia chapter based at Inova Fairfax Hospital 

for Children and the Children’s Center for Cancer and Blood 

Disorders.



FLASHES OF HOPE
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Dreams for Kids

For the sixth-consecutive year the 

Washington Capitals teamed up with 

Dreams for Kids to host an Extreme 

Recess hockey clinic at Kettler Capitals 

Iceplex in February. The clinic was funded 

by MSE Foundation and gave many of the 

children the opportunity to skate and play 

hockey for the first time.

Capitals players Taylor Chorney and Tom 

Wilson, along with mascot Slapshot, 

skated and played hockey with 100 

children with physical and developmental 

disabilities. The players spent time 

instructing children on how to skate and 

pushing the sleds of children trying out 

sled hockey. They also signed autographs 

and took photos with attendees.

The event was held in conjunction with 

the Capitals celebration of Hockey is for 

Everyone month, a league-wide initiative 

that offers children of all backgrounds 

opportunities to play hockey and leverages 

the sport of hockey as a catalyst to teach 

essential life skills and the core values of 

hockey: commitment, perseverance and 

teamwork.

The Washington Mystics and MSE 

Foundation hosted an Extreme Recess 

basketball clinic at Verizon Center in 

August. Mystics players Kahleah Copper, 

Tayler Hill, Tierra Ruffin-Pratt and Jamie 

Weisner, along with volunteers from the 

Sidwell Friends girls’ basketball team and 

Gboea Flumo, the 2016 Miss Liberia in the 

U.S., led a skills session for children with 

physical and developmental disabilities. 

About 60 participants, ranging in age from 

four to 24, spent two hours on the court 

learning shooting, dribbling and passing 

drills with their families – many of them 

for the first time. The Mystics players took 

photographs with and signed autographs 

for the participants. Afterwards, attendees 

enjoyed pizza in the arena.

Dreams for Kids is a nonprofit international 

youth organization whose mission is to 

empower young people of all abilities 

through dynamic leadership programs and 

life-changing activities. Their Extreme 

Recess clinics pair each child with a 

volunteer so every child is engaged 

effectively. 

dreams
for kids dc

http://dreamsforkidsdc.org/
https://www.monumentalsportsnetwork.com/videos/dreams-for-kids-hockey-clinic-2-22-16
https://www.monumentalsportsnetwork.com/videos/dreams-for-kids-hockey-clinic-2-22-16
https://www.monumentalsportsnetwork.com/videos/mystics-dreams-for-kids-2016


DREAMS FOR KIDS
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Monumental Sports & Entertainment Foundation partnered 

with Hope for Henry, donating more than $27,000 to help fund 

its programming at MedStar Georgetown University Hospital 

and Children’s National in Washington, D.C., and Sinai Hospital 

in Baltimore. These funds were raised through an auction held 

during the Capitals Hockey Fights Cancer night in November.

MSE Foundation and the Washington Mystics teamed up 

with Hope for Henry to visit patients at MedStar Georgetown 

University Hospital in June. Mystics players Natasha Cloud and 

Ivory Latta went room to room with Hope for Henry’s “Super 

Duper Fun Cart” handing out gifts, sharing laughs, signing 

autographs and taking pictures with the patients and their 

families. There were also balloons, cupcakes and a photographer, 

which were all provided by Hope for Henry.

Hope for Henry also provided decorations, treats, giveaway 

items and a photographer for the Capitals team visit to MedStar 

Georgetown University Hospital in December.

Hope for Henry
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http://www.hopeforhenry.org/
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MedStar Georgetown 
University Hospital

In December the Washington Capitals 

visited patients at MedStar Georgetown 

University Hospital as a team. Players 

divided into groups and spread holiday 

wishes to children who were hospitalized 

or receiving out-patient treatment for 

serious illnesses including cancer. 

The Caps also distributed blankets to 

children through the NHL’s The Biggest 

Assist Happens Off the Ice™ social 

responsibility program, passed out 

Capitals Kids Club kits that were provided 

by Capitals fans through the team’s Kids 

Club kit donation program and handed 

out hats collected as part of the Capitals 

hat drive with Ellie’s Hats. Hope for Henry 

provided balloons, cupcakes, gifts and 

a photographer. In addition players also 

participated in arts and crafts projects 

with patients.

https://www.monumentalsportsnetwork.com/videos/caps-visit-medstar-georgetown-university-hospital-12-23-16


MEDSTAR GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL VISIT
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Make-A-Wish Foundation of the Mid-Atlantic
Working through the Make-A-Wish 

Foundation of the Mid-Atlantic, Jaden 

Seider, 14, of Morgantown, W.V., was 

invited to a Wizards game in January. 

Jaden, who was diagnosed with 

Hodgkin’s Lymphoma in the summer of 

2015, met with Wizards players and staff 

and took a behind-the-scenes tour of the 

arena. He also helped present John Wall 

with the NBA’s Eastern Conference Player 

of the Month trophy for December. 

In February the Washington Wizards 

granted the wish of 10-year-old Nick 

Colucia of Arlington, Va. Nick, who 

was diagnosed with Crohn’s Disease, 

participated in the Kia Radio Party with 

Wizards broadcasters Dave Johnson 

and Glenn Consor. He also met Wizards 

players and staff and participated in 

various in-game entertainment elements 

during the game, including being 

introduced as a member of the team 

before the game tipped off.  

In conjunction with Make-A-Wish 

Foundation of the Mid-Atlantic and with 

the help of the Caps Better Halves, several 

players participated in a special luncheon 

with Make-A-Wish Mid-Atlantic families 

in January. Prior to the luncheon, the 

families watched the Capitals practice 

before being joined by Karl Alzner, Jay 

Beagle, John Carlson, Philipp Grubauer, 

Brooks Orpik, T.J. Oshie, Justin Williams 

and Tom Wilson. 

In 2016 Capitals captain Alex Ovechkin 

partnered with Papa John’s on Ovechkin’s 

Wish Special, a special pizza offer to raise 

money for Make-A-Wish Mid-Atlantic. 

By the end of the year, the program had 

already raised $36,000 and a check was 

presented to Make-A-Wish during a Caps 

game in December.

Make-A-Wish grants the wishes of 

children with life-threatening medical 

conditions to enrich the human 

experience with hope, strength and joy. 

Make-A-Wish Mid-Atlantic serves children 

who reside in central and southern 

Delaware, the District of Columbia, 

Maryland and northern Virginia. Founded 

in 1983, the Mid-Atlantic chapter has 

granted more than 8,800 wishes in the 

region since its inception.

http://midatlantic.wish.org/
http://midatlantic.wish.org/
https://www.monumentalsportsnetwork.com/videos/wizards-magazine-jaden-seiders-make-a-wish-1-21-16
https://www.monumentalsportsnetwork.com/videos/wizards-magazine-jaden-seiders-make-a-wish-1-21-16
https://www.monumentalsportsnetwork.com/videos/nicks-wizards-wish-2-25-16
https://www.monumentalsportsnetwork.com/videos/nicks-wizards-wish-2-25-16
https://www.nhl.com/capitals/video/ovechkins-make-a-wish-check/t-277437440/c-47898003
https://www.nhl.com/capitals/video/ovechkins-make-a-wish-check/t-277437440/c-47898003
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Hockey Fights Cancer

The Washington Capitals hosted a 

Hockey Fights Cancer skate with Flashes 

of Hope, Hope for Henry, Make-A-Wish 

Mid-Atlantic and Pancreatic Cancer 

Action Network at Kettler Capitals 

Iceplex in November, where families 

affiliated with these organizations were 

able to watch the team practice. 

As part of the team’s Hockey Fights 

Cancer campaign, each Capitals player, 

head coach Barry Trotz and owner Ted 

Leonsis was paired with a Make-A-

Wish Mid-Atlantic participant who was 

battling cancer or was in remission. 

After practice players met their Make-A-

Wish Mid-Atlantic partners in the Caps 

locker room. Once they had met their 

Make-A-Wish Mid-Atlantic children, 

players joined all attendees on the ice 

for a skating session. In addition, several 

players participated with attendees in a 

Flashes of Hope photo shoot.

During warmups of the game the next 

night, each player wore a lavender 

Capitals jerseys with the nameplate of 

his Make-A-Wish Mid-Atlantic child. 

These jerseys were auctioned off with 

Monumental Sports & Entertainment 

Foundation raising $63,955 for Flashes 

of Hope, Hope for Henry, Make-A-Wish 

Mid-Atlantic and Pancreatic Cancer 

Action Network. Leidos donated an 

additional $40,000 - $10,000 to each 

organization. Combined with proceeds 

from the evening’s 50/50 raffle, warm-up 

puck sales, Ellie’s Hats donations and 

the sale of Hockey Fights Cancer pins, 

a total of $125,605 was raised for the 

charities. 

Children from Make-A-Wish Mid-

Atlantic participated in various in-game 

activities, including Olympia rides, the 

flag tunnel, T-shirt toss, intermission 

game and a ceremonial puck drop. 

Seventeen-year-old Severn, Md., native 

and local wish kid Peter Jauschnegg 

participated in the puck drop with 

Capitals alumnus John Druce. Peter is 

currently in remission, having beaten 

two types of cancer – Ewing’s Sarcoma 

and leukemia. Druce lost his daughter 

Courtney to cancer in April 2016. 

Following the game, the Make-A-Wish 

Mid-Atlantic participants visited the 

Capitals locker room to meet with 

players, take photos and get autographs.

PEDIATRIC HEALTH & FITNESS

https://www.nhl.com/capitals/video/snapshots-capsfightcancer-skate/t-277437440/c-46017903


HOCKEY FIGHTS CANCER
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Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society

For the second-consecutive year, The John 

Wall Family Foundation supported the 

Washington, D.C., Light The Night Walk. 

Wall sponsored the Kids Zone Area of the 

walk, a fundraising event benefiting the 

Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, in honor 

of his “buddy” Damiyah Telemaque-Nelson 

who died weeks before her sixth birthday in 

December 2014. In 2016 ESPN ran this short 

film on their friendship.  

The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS) is 

the world’s largest voluntary nonprofit health 

organization dedicated to funding 17 blood 

cancer research and providing education and 

patient services.

34

http://www.espn.com/video/clip?id=14768228
http://www.espn.com/video/clip?id=14768228


MONUMENTAL SPORTS & ENTERTAINMENT FOUNDATION

PEDIATRIC HEALTH & FITNESS

35

UNICEF Kid Power

Monumental Sports & Entertainment 

Foundation partnered with the UNICEF 

Kid Power program, providing a $10,000 

grant, and participated in its Kid Power 

Month celebration, along with Capitals 

mascot Slapshot, at Harriet Tubman 

Elementary School in northwest 

Washington in March. 

Students, teachers, local supporters 

and individual and corporate UNICEF 

Kid Power funders came together to 

celebrate activating more than 3,300 

Washington, D.C., area students who 

joined the UNICEF Kid Power team to stay 

active and save the lives of malnourished 

children around the world. 

The event included a pep rally that 

featured exercise activities and student 

and guest speakers. After the pep rally, 

Slapshot captained two teams of students 

in an activity challenge against teams led 

by NBA alumnus Pops Mensah-Bonsu.

UNICEF Kid Power gives kids the power 

to save lives. By getting active with the 

UNICEF Kid Power Band, kids go on 

missions to learn about new cultures and 

earn points. Points unlock funding from 

partners, parents and fans, and funds 

are used by UNICEF to deliver lifesaving 

packets of therapeutic food to severely 

malnourished children around the world. 

The more kids move, the more points they 

earn and the more lives they save.
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Courage Presented by Telos Corporation

MSE Foundation donated more than 

$140,000 to Tragedy Assistance Program 

for Survivors (TAPS) through its Courage 

Caps program presented by Telos 

Corporation. 

Courage Caps and T-shirts were sold 

at Capitals home games, online at 

WashingtonCaps.com and at the team 

stores at Kettler Capitals Iceplex and 

Verizon Center. There were also a limited 

number of autographed Courage Caps 

and T-shirts available. 

During the program launch, American 

players Taylor Chorney, Matt Niskanen, 

Brooks Orpik, T.J. Oshie and Nate 

Schmidt hosted nearly 130 surviving 

military children and adult loved ones 

who have found healing through TAPS at 

a skating party at Kettler Capitals Iceplex. 

Attendees participated in an hour-long 

skating session with the Capitals players, 

mascot Slapshot and Red Rockers.

During the past five seasons, Courage 

Caps allowed the Capitals to raise more 

than $575,000 for Tragedy Assistance 

Program for Survivors, a nonprofit 

organization that helps families of the 

fallen. Since its inception the Courage 

program has raised more than $775,000 

for worthwhile charities, including Our 

Military Kids, USO-Metro and The Fisher 

House Foundation. Through the program 

nearly 22,500 Courage hats have been 

sold in nine years and nearly 11,250 

Courage T-shirts have been sold in seven 

years.

Founded out of tragedy in 1994, TAPS 

has established itself as the front line 

resource to the families and loved ones 

of our military men and women. TAPS 

provides ongoing emotional help, hope 

and healing to all who are grieving 

the death of a loved one in military 

service to America, regardless of their 

relationship to the deceased, geography 

or circumstance of the death. TAPS offers 

comfort and care through comprehensive 

services and programs including peer-

based emotional support, case work 

assistance, crisis intervention and grief 

and trauma resources.

PRESENTED BY

http://www.taps.org/
http://www.taps.org/
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USA Warriors Ice 
Hockey Program

MSE Foundation donated more than 

$37,000 to the USA Warriors Ice Hockey 

Program with funds raised through the 

Capitals Beard-A-Thon® during the 2016 

NHL Stanley Cup playoffs. Capitals head 

coach Barry Trotz and alumni also hosted 

members of the USA Warriors for a 

skating session at Kettler Capitals Iceplex. 

The USA Warriors was founded in 2008 

and was organized to operate exclusively 

for charitable and educational purposes 

for those wounded in defense of the 

United States. The program’s mission is 

to organize and administer an ice hockey 

program that provides a recreational, 

therapeutic experience and education. 

Since its founding, more than 40 players 

have participated in the sled hockey 

program and more than 60 players 

through the standing program.

MILITARY & VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

http://www.usawarriorshockey.org/
http://www.usawarriorshockey.org/
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Defending the Blue Line

Monumental Sports & Entertainment 

Foundation donated nearly $22,000 to 

Defending the Blue Line with funds raised 

through an auction on the Capitals Salute 

to the Military Night in February. Salute to 

the Military Night is an evening dedicated 

to honoring the men and women who have 

served the country in the armed forces.

The MSE Foundation auction featured 

autographed jerseys, goalie masks and 

pucks. During warmups, players wore 

camouflage Capitals jerseys which were 

signed and auctioned off. Braden Holtby 

and Philipp Grubauer also wore military-

themed goalie masks during the game.

The mission of Defending The Blue Line 

is to ensure that children of military 

members are afforded every opportunity 

to participate in the game of hockey. 

DTBL provides free equipment, hockey 

camp scholarships, special events and 

financial assistance for registration fees 

and other costs associated with hockey for 

military kids. The money donated by MSE 

Foundation will support military families 

in the Washington, D.C., metropolitan 

area.
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USO of Metropolitan 
Washington Baltimore

The Foundation donated more than 

$46,000 to USO of Metropolitan 

Washington-Baltimore (USO-Metro) 

raised through two auctions – the Capitals 

Salute to the Military Night auction and 

a jersey auction hosted by team partner 

The MeiGray Group. 

Celebrating 75 years of service in 2016, 

USO of Metropolitan Washington-

Baltimore is a nonprofit organization 

chartered by Congress and dedicated 

to “serving those who serve, and their 

families” in Washington, D.C., Maryland 

and Northern Virginia. Through generous 

financial and in-kind support from 

individuals and organizations and the 

help of thousands of devoted volunteers, 

USO-Metro provides programs and 

services for active duty service members 

and their families at area military 

hospitals, through its Mobile USO, six 

USO Centers, including two of the largest 

the Warrior and Family Centers at Fort 

Belvoir and Bethesda, and four USO 

airport lounges.
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Salute to the Stars

The Washington Wizards hosted Salute to the Stars at 

Verizon Center in honor of Veterans Day as part of the NBA’s 

Hoops for Troops week. Active military members, veterans, 

wounded warriors and TAPS family members were treated 

to lunch and invited to watch a closed Wizards practice. 

After practice players, coaches and team personnel thanked 

their guests for their service and sacrifice, then participated 

in a meet-and-greet where they signed autographs and 

took photos with attendees. U.S. Gymnastics Olympic Gold 

medalist Simone Biles, along with Harlem Globetrotter Zeus 

McClurkin, were also on hand to honor and meet with the 

members of the military and their families.

MILITARY & VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

https://www.monumentalsportsnetwork.com/videos/salute-to-the-stars-11-10-16


SALUTE TO THE STARS
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Miracle 4 Melanie

MSE Foundation donated nearly $20,000 

to Miracle 4 Melanie with funds raised 

through a Caps playoff auction held in 

May. The mission of Miracle 4 Melanie is 

to honor injured service men and women, 

wounded during Operation Enduring 

Freedom, Operation Iraqi Freedom and 

Operation New Dawn, by providing them 

with supplemental resources to aid in 

their day-to-day recovery and improve 

their daily morale.
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Family-to-Family

For the sixth-straight year all three 

Monumental Sports & Entertainment 

sports teams collaborated on the 

Family-to-Family program, which the 

Wizards created 20 years ago. The 

program allows the Capitals, Mystics 

and Wizards to “adopt” families in need 

who are nominated by local schools and 

nonprofit organizations. During the 2016 

holiday season 20 families were adopted 

by MSE Foundation and an additional 

14 families were adopted by individual 

players, coaches and staff members.

The Family-to-Family program kicked 

off when Capitals better halves Mandy 

Alzner, Julie Eller, Amelia Falk (Marcus 

Johansson), Brandi Holtby, Katrina Kim 

(Brett Connolly), Erin Orpik, Lauren 

Oshie and Kim Trotz; Red Rockers; and 

mascot Slapshot; along with Wizards 

better half Alexis Mahinmi and mascot 

G-Wiz; and MSE staff shopped for nearly 

100 adults and children adopted through 

the initiative. Clothing, educational 

items and toys were purchased for 

the children, while clothing and 

household items, along with gift cards, 

were purchased for the parents and 

guardians.

MSE Foundation and the Capitals hosted 

a holiday party for all adopted families 

at Kettler Capital Iceplex. Capitals 

head coach Barry Troz and his wife 

Kim attended the event along with Karl 

Alzner, Justin and Kelly Williams and 

Daniel and Taylor Winnik. Families met 

Santa and enjoyed a DJ, cookies and hot 

chocolate, face painting, a caricaturist, a 

balloon artist and playing street hockey. 

Slapshot and Red Rockers took photos 

with children and served as Santa’s 

helpers. At the end of the party, families 

were able to take their gifts home to 

unwrap on Christmas. 

Four lucky families were selected to 

have their presents personally delivered 

to them by the Wizards and Mystics. 

Wizards players Bradley Beal, Ian 

Manhinmi, Kelly Oubre Jr., Otto Porter 

and John Wall; general manager Ernie 

Grunfeld and coach Scott Brooks; along 

with Mystics player Tierra Ruffin-Pratt, 

coach Mike Thibault and assistant coach 

Eric Thibault; team mascot G-Wiz and 

Wizard Girls delivered gifts to these 

local underserved families. The group, 

along with MSE staff members, boarded 

a bus at Verizon Center loaded with 

gifts for the families. The players spent 

the afternoon delivering presents to 

the families in northeast and northwest 

Washington.

The families selected for participation 

in the Family-to-Family program 

were nominated by local schools and 

nonprofit organizations, including Bright 

Beginnings, Catholic Charities, Hendley 

Elementary School, Imagine Hope, 

Playworks and The Salvation Army 

National Capital Area Command.  

https://www.monumentalfoundation.org/videos/family-to-family-shopping-2016
https://www.monumentalsportsnetwork.com/videos/family-to-family-party-2016
https://www.monumentalsportsnetwork.com/videos/family-to-family-holiday-delivery


FAMILY-TO-FAMILY



Food Drives

The Capitals, Mystics and Wizards 

partnered with NBC4 to host the Food 

4 Families food drive at Verizon Center. 

Wizards guard John Wall, coach Scott 

Brooks, Mystics coach Mike Thibault and 

Wizards Girls all stopped by the drive, 

joining NBC4’s Pat Lawson Muse to help 

collect food and monetary donations. 

The Capitals hosted a canned food 

drive supported by Giant Food to 

benefit the Capital Area Food Bank. Fans 

donated non-perishable food items and 

individuals who donated two or more 

items received a poster of Capitals 

forward Nicklas Backstrom. Fans 

donated 1,476 pounds of food and $767 

in cash for the Capital Area Food Bank, 

which equaled a total of 3,117 total meals 

for families this holiday season.

MONUMENTAL SPORTS & ENTERTAINMENT FOUNDATION
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https://www.monumentalsportsnetwork.com/videos/caps-fighting-hunger-this-holiday-season-11-21-16
https://www.monumentalsportsnetwork.com/videos/caps-fighting-hunger-this-holiday-season-11-21-16


The Salvation Army 
National Capital Area Command
The Salvation Army National Capital Area 

Command served as the beneficiary of the 

Capitals toy drive presented by GEICO and the 

Wizards CeleOubre-ation toy drive. These two 

events resulted in 2,285 toys being donated to The 

Salvation Army. The Capitals and Wizards also 

hosted bell ringers at Verizon Center during games 

in December that helped raise more than $1,790 as 

part of The Salvation Army’s Red Kettle Campaign.

The Salvation Army National Capital Area 

Command assisted more than 77,200 individuals 

last year from families living across the Greater 

Washington region by providing help and hope 

through a diverse range of social services. They 

offer emergency eviction and utility cut-off 

prevention assistance; grocery, clothing and 

furniture vouchers; meals for the hungry and 

homeless; support for the disabled, elderly and 

ill; drug and alcohol rehabilitation; disaster relief; 

transitional housing for single mothers with 

children; and character building opportunities for 

youth.

MONUMENTAL SPORTS & ENTERTAINMENT FOUNDATION

HUNGER & HOMELESSNESS

49

http://virginiasalvationarmy.org/ncac/
http://virginiasalvationarmy.org/ncac/
http://www.nba.com/wizards/video/teams/wizards/2016/12/01/1480604137123-holoubre-season-promo-995521
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D.C. Central Kitchen

Located just a few blocks from Verizon 

Center, D.C. Central Kitchen (DCCK) is 

America’s leader in reducing hunger 

with recycled food, training unemployed 

adults for culinary careers, serving 

healthy school meals and rebuilding 

urban food systems through social 

enterprise.

For the fifth year-in-a-row, MSE 

Foundation hosted a service project 

at D.C. Central Kitchen for MSE staff 

members. This project allowed more 

than 30 staffers to work alongside DCCK 

culinary job training graduates in the 

organization’s Meal Prep program. The 

Meal Prep program utilizes volunteers 

to make 5,000 daily meals that are 

delivered to 100 nearby homeless 

shelters, transitional homes and nonprofit 

organizations.

DCCK also hosted Washington Capitals 

defenseman Karl Alzner and Chef 

Robert Wood, partner and executive 

chef at SuperFd Catering, for a cooking 

demonstration with students from 

DCCK’s culinary job training program. 

MSE Foundation and SuperFd partnered 

for Cooking with the Caps, a cookbook 

featuring favorite recipes from Capitals 

players, coaches and personnel. Proceeds 

will benefit DCCK.

HUNGER & HOMELESSNESS
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Cup of Joe

Monumental Sports & Entertainment 

and Playworks Washington, D.C. teamed 

up with Catholic Charities’ Cup of Joe 

program for a service project at Tyler 

Elementary School for MLK Day of 

Service. Hosted by MSE Foundation, 

800 healthy “breakfast to-go” bags were 

assembled to be distributed to men and 

women who are staying overnight in 

emergency shelters. 

For more than 80 years families, children 

and adults in need of help and hope have 

been able to turn to Catholic Charities to 

find unparalleled compassion and expert 

support. Catholic Charities operates 58 

programs in 36 locations throughout the 

District of Columbia and the surrounding 

Maryland counties serving more than 

127,000 men, women, and children 

of all economic, religious, and social 

backgrounds.

HUNGER & HOMELESSNESS

http://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/
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Capital Area Food Bank

Monumental Sports & Entertainment hosted more than 

500 volunteers from PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) for 

PwC’s Community Service Day to pack lunches for the 

Capital Area Food Bank (CAFB) Weekend Bag Program 

at Verizon Center in June. Volunteers from MSE and 

PwC helped pack 12,500 bags of food. The bags included 

nutritious and healthy choices such as granola bars, milk 

and fresh produce and were distributed to underserved 

children at each of the 45 sites run by CAFB.

Capital Area Food Bank is committed to responding 

to the needs of the Washington, D.C., metropolitan 

area community through food distribution and support 

services. CAFB started the Weekend Bag program in 

2002 as a way to address the growing needs of the youth 

in the community. Children relying on school breakfast 

and lunch are especially vulnerable when school is not 

in session over the weekends. Weekend Bag is part of 

Feeding America’s national BackPack Program.

https://www.capitalareafoodbank.org/
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National Law Center on 
Homelessness & Poverty

MSE Foundation donated $15,000 to the National Law 

Center on Homelessness & Poverty, helping assist 

their mission of ending and preventing homelessness. 

The Law Center works to expand access to affordable 

housing, meet the immediate and long-term needs 

of those who are homeless or at risk, and strengthen 

the social safety-net through policy advocacy, public 

education, impact litigation and advocacy training and 

support. They believe all human beings have the right to 

a basic standard of living that includes safe, affordable 

housing, healthcare and freedom from discrimination and 

cruelty.

https://www.nlchp.org/
https://www.nlchp.org/
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#HammerDown

In 2016 Washington Wizards forward 

Marcin Gortat donated $17,000 to 

Monumental Sports & Entertainment 

Foundation partners through his 

#HammerDown campaign that he 

launched in 2015. Gortat pledged to 

donate $200 for every block he recorded 

during the 2015-16 season to various local 

charities. Each month, a different local 

charitable organization aligned with the 

five pillars of MSE Foundation received 

a financial donation provided by Gortat. 

Beginning in January, Gortat donated 

$4,200 to Catholic Charities, $3,600 to 

Playworks DC, $4,000 to DC-CAP, $2,000 

to TAPS and $3,200 to Up2Us.
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Blessings in a Backpack

Caps forward Jason Chimera and his 

wife Sarah raised nearly $3,000 for the 

local chapter of Blessings in a Backpack 

through an auction they organized 

in February. Blessings in a Backpack 

mobilizes communities, individuals 

and resources to provide food on the 

weekends for elementary school children 

across America who might otherwise 

go hungry. Blessings in a Backpack is 

currently feeding more than 89,000 

children in nearly 1,100 schools in 47 U.S. 

states and the District of Columbia. 
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Homeward Trails Animal Rescue

MSE Foundation donated more than 

$44,000 to Homeward Trails Animal 

Rescue with funds raised through 

the sale of the 2016 Capitals Canine 

Calendar, an initiative started by the 

Caps Better Halves. The money helped 

provide medical and behavioral care as 

well as permanent homes for hundreds 

of dogs and cats rescued by Homeward 

Trails Animal Rescue. 

The calendar featured photos of Capitals 

players Karl Alzner, Jay Beagle, John 

Carlson, Taylor Chorney, Matt Niskanen, 

Brooks Orpik, T.J. Oshie and Justin 

Williams with their dogs and Nicklas 

Backstrom, Andre Burakovsky, Braden 

Holtby, Marcus Johansson, Evgeny 

Kuznetsov, Michael Latta, Dmitry Orlov, 

Alexander Ovechkin, Nate Schmidt and 

Tom Wilson with dogs from Homeward 

Trails Animal Rescue.

Homeward Trails Animal Rescue is a 

nonprofit organization that provides pet 

adoption in Virginia, Washington, D.C., 

and Maryland. Homeward Trails seeks 

to find permanent adoptive homes in the 

Mid-Atlantic region for dogs and cats 

from high-kill shelters or whose owners 

can no longer care for them. They seek 

to reduce the rate of euthanasia of 

adoptable animals through the rescue 

and placement of homeless animals, to 

support proactive spay/neuter practices, 

to promote positive and ongoing 

behavioral training and to educate 

the public about how to care for their 

animals in a humane way.

https://www.monumentalsportsnetwork.com/videos/canine-calendar-check-presentation-capspens-3-1-16
https://www.monumentalsportsnetwork.com/videos/canine-calendar-check-presentation-capspens-3-1-16
http://www.homewardtrails.org/
http://www.homewardtrails.org/
https://www.monumentalsportsnetwork.com/videos/2016-caps-canine-calendar-photo-shoot
https://www.monumentalsportsnetwork.com/videos/2016-caps-canine-calendar-photo-shoot
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NHL Green

Monumental Sports & Entertainment 

Foundation raised more than $40,600 

for the Anacostia Waterfront Trust and 

$5,000 for the Anacostia Watershed 

Society through the Washington Capitals 

Green Auction in March. The MSE 

Foundation auction featured player-

worn and autographed green jerseys 

and autographed pucks with green Caps 

logos. 

The mission of the Anacostia Waterfront 

Trust is to help to create a vibrant and 

inclusive public waterfront and adjacent 

communities, on a healthy Anacostia 

River, for all citizens to enjoy. The 

mission of the Anacostia Watershed 

Society is to protect and restore the 

Anacostia River and its watershed 

communities by cleaning the water, 

recovering the shores, and honoring the 

heritage. Through its Green program, 

the NHL is committed to improving 

hockey’s environmental impact - and 

to helping catalyze a larger movement 

toward a healthier planet.

https://www.anacostiatrust.org/
http://www.anacostiaws.org/
http://www.anacostiaws.org/
https://www.nhl.com/info/nhl-green


MONUMENTAL SPORTS & ENTERTAINMENT FOUNDATION

PLAYER-DRIVEN & LEAGUE INITIATIVES

59

You Can Play

MSE Foundation raised more than 

$17,500 for the You Can Play Project 

through the sale of #RockTheRainbow 

Capitals T-shirts. The Washington 

Capitals contingency, including 

goaltender Braden Holtby, wore 

#RockTheRainbow T-shirts when 

participating in the Capital Pride 

Alliance’s 2016 Capital Pride Parade in 

June in Washington, D.C.

The Washington Mystics raised more 

than $1,000 for You Can Play through 

its Pride Night Auction featuring 

autographed memorabilia held in June. 

You Can Play is an organization 

dedicated to ensuring equality, respect 

and safety for all athletes, coaches 

and fans, without regard to sexual 

orientation and/or gender identity. It 

works to guarantee that athletes are 

given a fair opportunity to compete, 

judged by other athletes and fans alike, 

only by what they contribute to the sport 

or their team’s success. You Can Play 

seeks to challenge the culture of locker 

rooms and spectator areas by focusing 

only on an athlete’s skills, work ethic and 

competitive spirit.

http://www.youcanplayproject.org/
https://www.monumentalsportsnetwork.com/videos/dc-pride-parade-6-15-16
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OneOrlando

The Mystics wore, autographed and 

auctioned off Orlando United shooting 

shirts in July, raising nearly $1,000 for the 

OneOrlando Fund. The city of Orlando 

created the OneOrlando Fund to provide 

a way to help respond to the needs of the 

Orlando community after the effects of 

the Pulse nightclub tragedy. OneOrlando 

raises and distributes funds to nonprofits 

that are supporting the victims and 

families; the LBGTQ, Hispanic, faith 

and other affected communities; and 

underlying causes of the tragic event. 
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So Kids Can

In August Washington Capitals players 

Karl Alzner, Nicklas Backstrom and 

Braden Holtby along with Elliot Segal 

of the Elliot in the Morning Show 

presented a $23,405 check to Horton’s 

Kids, a community-based social 

change organization serving some of 

Washington’s most at-risk youth. The 

funds were raised during the 2015-16 

season through So Kids Can and helped 

support Horton’s Kids academic, youth 

development and health and basic 

needs services for children in grades 

K through 12. Each player and Segal 

donated $50 per Capitals win during the 

regular season and $100 per Capitals win 

during the playoffs. In addition to the 

check presentation, Alzner, Backstrom, 

Holtby and Segal toured Horton’s 

Kids Community Resource Center in 

Southeast Washington, D.C., and spent 

time with children at the facility. 

So Kids Can was created in 2008 by 

former Capitals defenseman Mike Green 

and Segal to benefit youth-focused, 

nonprofit organizations. Backstrom and 

former Caps forward Brooks Laich joined 

the cause in 2011 and Alzner and Holtby 

joined in 2015. To date, So Kids Can has 

donated more than $325,000 to local 

nonprofits. 

http://americanspecialhockey.org/
https://www.hortonskids.org/
https://www.hortonskids.org/
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United Way

In September Washington Wizards guard 

Kelly Oubre Jr. announced a two-week 

program to benefit flood relief efforts in 

his home state of Louisiana. He raised 

more than $1,000 for United Way of 

Southeast Louisiana’s Flood Relief Fund 

through the sale of a limited edition 

T-shirt line. The two-week campaign 

came in the wake of the region’s heavy 

flooding in mid-August, where thousands 

of Louisiana residents were displaced 

from their homes and jobs. Oubre was 

born and raised in New Orleans, La., 

where his family lived before moving to 

Texas following Hurricane Katrina.
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WNBA Breast 
Health Awareness

For the second-consecutive year, the 

Washington Mystics chose Capital Breast 

Care Center (CBCC) as the beneficiary 

for its Breast Health Awareness Night, 

raising $3,336 for the charity through 

an auction. CBCC provides navigation 

and access to culturally sensitive breast 

cancer screening services, and health and 

wellness education guided by evidence-

based practices to all women in the 

Washington, D.C., metropolitan area, 

regardless of their ability to pay.  

https://capitalbreastcare.georgetown.edu/
https://capitalbreastcare.georgetown.edu/
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Ted Leonsis – Director, Chairperson

Dick Patrick – Director, President

Roger Mody – Director

Keith Burrows

Sashia Jones

Elizabeth Pace

Jill Ruehle

Elizabeth Pace – Executive Director

Kelly Compton – Manager

Michael Pierce – Coordinator

BOARD OF

DIRECTORS

EXECUTIVE

COMMITTEE

STAFF
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Anacostia Waterfront Trust

Anacostia Watershed Society

Better Sports Club of Arlington

Blessings in a Backpack

Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Washington 

Bright Beginnings

Capital Area Food Bank

Capital Breast Care Center

Catholic Charities

D.C. Central Kitchen

D.C. Public Schools 

Defending the Blue Line

District of Columbia College Access 
Program

Dreams for Kids

Everybody Wins! DC

• Key Elementary School

• Garrison Elementary School

Flashes of Hope

Food 4 Families

Fort Dupont Ice Hockey Program

Friends of Fort Dupont

Greater Washington Urban League

Hendley Elementary School

Homeward Trails Animal Rescue

Horton’s Kids

Imagine Hope

Leveling the Playing Field

The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s 
National Capital Area Chapter

Make-A-Wish Foundation of the 
Mid-Atlantic

Malcolm X Elementary School

MedStar Georgetown University Hospital

Miracle 4 Melanie

National Association of Black Journalists

National Law Center on Homelessness & 
Poverty

OneOrlando Fund

Pedal for Hope

Playworks - Washington, D.C.

• Achievement Prep Academy - 
Elementary School 

• Achievement Prep Academy - Middle 
School

• Bancroft Elementary School

• Barnard Elementary School

• Brightwood Education Campus

• Bunker Hill Elementary School

• H.D. Cooke Elementary School 

• J.O. Wilson Elementary School

• Leckie Elementary School 

• Mundo Verde Elementary School

• River Terrace Education Campus

• Tyler Elementary School

• Watkins Elementary School

• Potomac Valley Amateur Hockey 
Association 

• Baltimore Area Special Hockey

• Baltimore Youth Hockey

• Bennett Blazers Sled Hockey at 

Kennedy Krieger Institute

• Blue Ridge Hockey Association

• Bowie Hockey Club 

• Chesapeake Bay Hockey League

• Chevy Chase Club Hockey

• Eastern Shore Hockey Association

• Fort Dupont Ice Arena 

• Frederick Youth Hockey

• Hagerstown Ice Amateur Athletic 
Association

• Hagerstown Youth Hockey

• Harford North Stars

• MedStar National Rehabilitation 
Hospital

• Northern Virginia Hockey Club

• NOVA Cool Cats Special Hockey

• Peninsula Prowl

• Richmond Hockey Club 

• Southern Maryland Sabres

• USA Warriors

• Valley Youth Hockey Association

The Salvation Army National Capital Area 
Command

Seton High School

Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors

Up2Us Sports/Coach Across America

U.S. Fund for UNICEF

USA Warriors Ice Hockey Program

USO - Metro

You Can Play Project
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The Carl M. Freeman Foundation

Leidos

The Leonsis Foundation

McDonald’s

The Mody Foundation

Rita’s Italian Ice

Show Biz Productions

SMI Sign Systems

The Stafford Foundation 

SUBWAY

SWaN & Legend 

Telos Corporation

106.7 The Fan

Caps Radio 24/7

Comcast SportsNet

Elliot in the Morning

NBC4

WFED 1500

WTOP

SPONSORS

MEDIA 

PARTNERS

A special thank you to the thousands of fans who 
donate their time, money and/or services to our 
programs and fundraisers. You are the driving 
force behind our success.


