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Michael Locksley has always believed Maryland  
can be a big-time football program. Now he has  
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LEADING THE CHARGE
GREG ROMAN (LEFT), WHO REPLACED MARTY MORNHINWEG AS THE RAVENS' OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR IN JANUARY, IS BALTIMORE'S SIXTH OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR 

SINCE JOHN HARBAUGH (RIGHT) TOOK OVER AS HEAD COACH. ROMAN FOLLOWS CAM CAMERON (2008-2012), JIM CALDWELL (2012-2013), GARY KUBIAK (2014), MARC 

TRESTMAN (2015-2016) AND MORNHINWEG (2016-2018). 
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he 2019 Orioles put to-
gether their best stretch 
of baseball from July 17 
to Aug. 4, winning 10 out 
of 17 games during that 
span. That’s a pretty good 
streak of baseball for a 
bad team. Within the dol-

drums that set in for a team playing at 45-50 
win pace, it’s easy for individual accomplish-
ments to become a large part of the focus for 
the players, fans and media.

One such accomplishment came against 
the New York Yankees Aug. 5 when infielder 
Jonathan Villar became the fifth batter in 
Orioles history to hit for the cycle. The other 
four were Brooks Robinson (1960), Cal Rip-
ken (1984), Aubrey Huff (2007) and Felix Pie 
(2009). Since Villar’s cycle was just the 329th 
in MLB history, it still stands as one of the 
rarest of feats in the game.

The night after Villar hit for the cycle, I 
was watching the Orioles from home when 
MASN play-by-play announcer Gary Thorne 
pointed out that Villar had appeared in all of 
the Orioles’ games this season. (At the time, 
the number was 113). Thorne went on to talk 
about Villar wanting to play in all 162 games 
in 2019, a very noble personal goal and one 
that -- barring injury -- manager Brandon 
Hyde should have no trouble accom-
modating.

Of course, the talk about 
playing an entire season 
brought back thoughts of 
the streak of 2,632 consecutive 
games played by the all-
time iron man, Cal 
Ripken Jr. Just 
in case you had 
forgotten how 
insane that 
streak was, 
Ripken start-
ed his epic jour-

ney May 30, 1982 and didn’t sit out a game 
until Sept. 20, 1998. Folks, that’s more than 
16 seasons of playing every game.

Sept. 5-6 marks the 24th anniversary of 
Ripken tying and then breaking Lou Geh-
rig’s streak of 2,130 consecutive games, which 
seems almost as amazing as the streak itself. 
Since Ripken’s retirement after the 2001 sea-
son, the longest consecutive games streaks 
have been by shortstop Miguel Tejada, slug-
ger Prince Fielder and outfielder Hideki 
Matsui. 

Tejada played in 1,152 straight games 
for the Oakland Athletics and Orioles from 
2000-2007. It’s the fifth-highest mark of all 
time. Fielder, whose career was cut short by 
injuries, played in 547 consecutive games for 
the Milwaukee Brewers, Detroit Tigers and 
Texas Rangers from 2010-2014. Matsui played 
in 519 straight games with the Yankees from 
2003-2006. 

Toronto Blue Jays infielder Freddy Gal-
vis’ streak of 348 consecutive games played 
ended April 24, 2019; Galvis was just 2,284 
games shy of Ripken’s remarkable number. 
The current leader is Kansas City Roy-
als infielder Whit Merrifield. As for Villar, 
he’s yet to miss a game since showing up 
in Baltimore. He appeared in the first 119 
games of 2019, and he also played the last 
54 games of 2018. Villar’s consecutive games 
played streak ended, however, when he only 
pinch-ran against the Rangers June 6; play-
ers need to record an at-bat or a half-inning 
in the field to keep a consecutive games 

streak going.
Regardless, it isn’t hard to see 
why Hyde writes his name in the 

lineup every day. Villar pos-
sesses a nice combination 

of speed, power and flare 
on a team devoid of dy-

namic players. Seems 
the only thing that 

might keep him 
out of an Ori-

oles lineup 

anytime soon would be a trade or an outright 
non-tender situation during the offseason.

The optics of a non-tender wouldn’t look 
good to a fan base that struggles to find good, 
old-fashioned reasons to come to the park.

It’s interesting that the Brewers traded 
Villar as part of the package for infielder Jon-
athan Schoop while they were in contention 
last summer. Though Schoop is a steadier 
defensive second baseman than Villar, per-
haps Villar’s play had rubbed Brewers’ skip-
per Craig Counsell the wrong way.

Whatever the real reason for that trade, 
it sure seems like the Brewers’ management 
wanted to dump the salary and the player, 
allowing then-Orioles GM Dan Duquette to 
get the better of that exchange. The return 
also included right-handed pitching pros-
pect Luis Ortiz and now-19-year-old infielder 
Jean Carmona.

Meanwhile, as that Sept. 5 date draws 
near, it’s once again a time to wrap your head 
around one of the most amazing accom-
plishments in the game. Let the numbers 
swirl around your head for a minute -- more 
than 16 full seasons of playing in every game. 
Not a sore enough arm, a case of the flu, a 
bum knee ... nothing could stop Ripken from 
his appointed rounds.

I was there the night he literally was 
knocked out of a game May 3, 1982. It was 
Ripken’s rookie season, and you can look it 
up: Ripken was batting .138 when he faced 
the Seattle Mariners at Memorial Stadium.

Right-handed pitcher Mike Moore was on 
the mound for the Mariners, and while we 
know Ripken went on to win the Rookie of 
the Year Award in ’82, this was a very shaky 
Ripken that came to the plate that night. 
Moore hit Ripken in the helmet with a fast-
ball in the 94-96 mph range, and Ripken went 
down.

Dazed and shaken, Floyd Rayford came 
in to pinch-run for Ripken and stayed in the 
game to play third base. Ripken’s amazing 
streak would start just 27 days later, and the 
rest, as they say, is history. •
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Jonathan Villar An Everyday
Presence For The Orioles
  Stan “The Fan” Charles

T

k
e

n
ya

 a
ll

e
n

/p
r

e
ss

b
o

x

Jonathan Villar



6  |  AUGUST 2019  |    |  PRESSBOXSPORTS  |  @PRESSBOXONLINE

f Morgan State is to enjoy 
a renaissance in athletics, 
it will largely be through 
academics.

That’s the message be-
ing sent by athletic direc-
tor Edward Scott, who has 
been directing the sports 

department at the northeast Baltimore uni-
versity since 2016. When he started, one of 
his first jobs was mitigating the penalties the 
NCAA imposed on several Bears sports pro-
grams as a result of academic-related infrac-
tions earlier in the decade.

With that accomplished, Scott turned his 
attention to the two sports programs that 
typically have the highest profiles, football 
and men’s basketball. With the start of the 
2019-20 academic year, Morgan State has 
new head coaches in both programs: former 
NFL running back Tyrone Wheatley for foot-
ball and Kevin Broadus, most recently an 
assistant at the University of Maryland, for 
basketball.

“We’re calling it the Morgan Way. We’re 
building the Morgan Way,” Scott said. “We 
want to be excellent in everything we do. ... 
People use the adage that athletics is the 
front porch of the institution. I like to de-
scribe it a little bit differently. I say we’re the 
window through which most people can see 
into it and become acquainted with the in-
stitution.”

In his search for new coaches, Scott said 
he looked for candidates who shared his val-
ues. In Wheatley and Broadus, Scott said he 
found the right fit for the type of program he 
envisions.

“First and foremost is academics,” Scott 
said. “They know how important that is to 
me as a first-generation college student who 
just earned his Ph.D. That’s No. 1.”

Broadus has been recognized as an excel-
lent recruiter at Maryland and elsewhere. 
His resume includes stints as a head coach 
at Binghamton University and as an assis-
tant at several Washington, D.C., schools, 
including Georgetown, George Washington 
and American.

He endorses Scott’s priorities.

“We’re recruiting student-athletes,” Broa-
dus said, placing emphasis on the first part 
of that oft-used phrase. “Students first, then 
athletes because in this day and time, you 
have to be a good student in order play col-
lege athletics. We get that. I get that. You 
can’t have a guy who comes just to play 
sports and just be an athlete.”

Wheatley is also of a mind that academ-
ics and character are keys when considering 
recruits.

“Right now we’re trying to recruit a foun-
dation in terms of character of what we’re 
trying to build within our program,” Wheat-
ley said in an interview during a Mid-East-
ern Athletic Conference press gathering. “I 
think you look at the character more so than 
football right now. Football will take care of 
itself. But if I can’t get a young man to go to 
class and all those things, it doesn’t matter 
what kind of football player he is.”

Also part of the forward-looking ap-
proach at Morgan State are physical im-
provements in the athletic facilities.

This year, $2.5 million of improvements 
have gone into Morgan State’s football field 
and track at Hughes Memorial Stadium.

“The turf was old,” Scott said. “On the 
track, we hold some of the biggest track 
events in Maryland.”

While the football field and track received 
work in 2019, a new softball field was also 
built recently. In total, $4.5 million has been 
spent on sports facilities in the last two and 
a half years.

“When you start changing the physical 
layout and you start improving it, psycho-
logically, it has such a positive effect on the 
student-athlete, on the coaches and the staff 
because they can see it,” Scott said. “I can 
say we’re going to move forward, that we’re 
going to do these things. But when I show 
and prove it, that’s much more dramatic.”

Scott credited university president David 
Wilson for the support the athletic depart-
ment has received.

“It shows the commitment of the univer-
sity to the importance of athletics. ... What 
I’m really proud of is how the campus com-
munity has rallied around what we’re trying 
to do in athletics -- and the physical improve-
ments are proof of that support,” Scott said.

However, it will be the people in the ath-
letics department, both those who were 
there when Scott arrived and the ones he 
has brought in, who will have to make a dif-
ference at Morgan State.

“We didn’t come in and slash and burn 
and clean house, but I did chart a course and 
set a standard that I wanted people to live 
up to,” he said.

Wheatley is the football team’s fourth 
head coach in five seasons. Last year, interim 
coach Ernest Jones led the team to a 4-7 fin-
ish overall (3-4 in the Mid-Eastern Athletic 
Conference) with the highlight being an up-
set win against conference champion North 
Carolina A&T. In general, recent years have 
been a far cry from the now distant days of 
the 1920s through the early ’70s when Mor-
gan State was a small-college powerhouse. 

This year, the home opener against con-
ference opponent North Carolina Central 
Sept. 28 will be the first game on the new 
field. The Bears open the season on the road 
against Bowling Green Aug. 29.

While hometown rival Towson University 
isn’t on the schedule this year, Scott said he 
signed an agreement to play Towson for six 
years starting in 2020.

Last season, Wheatley was the running 
backs coach with the NFL’s Jacksonville 
Jaguars. He was also previously an assistant 
with the Buffalo Bills and at the college level 
at Michigan, Syracuse, Eastern Michigan 
and Ohio Northern. He was a head coach at 
a Michigan high school. 

Broadus, meanwhile, will be trying to 
right a basketball program that started well 
under previous coach Todd Bozeman, who 
took the Bears to the NCAA Tournament 
in 2008-09 and again in 2009-10. But Morgan 
State suffered overall losing records the last 
six seasons, and Bozeman’s contract was not 
renewed.

When Broadus got his first head coach-
ing job more than a decade ago at Bingham-
ton, he had stunningly quick success on the 
court, with his team winning 23 games and 
making an NCAA Tournament appearance 
in 2008-09. But he was forced to resign amid 
a controversy that included allegations of lax 
academic standards for basketball players.

“Things unraveled there for reasons 
that were really somewhat beyond his con-
trol,” Scott said of Broadus. “So now he has 
a chance to prove to folks that what he did 
the first time, he did it the right way and it 
wasn’t a fluke. He has great abilities.”

Broadus is a well-known recruiter and 
coach throughout Maryland, Virginia and 
Washington, D.C., so he brings recruiting 
cache to Morgan State.

“They have to match my intensity and my 
personality in how they want to play,” Broa-
dus said of the type of player he expects to 
bring to Morgan State. “Sometimes, people 
put a team together of individuals. We’re try-
ing to put together a team of people who can 
mesh with other people. So we need guys 
who can fill roles offensively, defensively. 
We don’t want guys who just want to be su-
perstars. We have to find guys who want to 
make us a better team.”

Scott says he expects his new coaches to 
build competitive programs.

“We put up about a million dollars worth 
of scoreboards in our arenas and stadiums 
-- and we keep score,” he said.

However, he’s not couching his goals for 
the two programs in terms of specific num-
bers of wins.

“Grit embodies our culture,” Scott said. 
“The G in grit stands for growth. We have to 
be better today than we were yesterday, and 
we have to be better tomorrow than we are 
today. That’s what I’m looking for in both 
programs.” •

 IN FOCUS WITH BILL ORDINE

  Bill Ordine

With Key Coaching Hires And 
Facility Upgrades, Morgan State 
Athletics Entering New Era
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Morgan State athletic director Edward Scott
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John Means

By Todd Karpovich

What’s the best advice you’ve ever been given?
Never get too high and never get too low. Try to stay even-
keeled.

Is there an exercise you hate doing?
Burpees

What’s your favorite “guilty” food?
Cookie dough ice cream

What’s a bucket-list place you’ve never been?
Iceland

What’s your favorite pregame meal or snack?
Our chef makes me a salad with steak and avocado.  

Who was your favorite sports star when you were a kid?
Albert Pujols

What was your favorite sports team growing up?
Kansas City Chiefs

What would you be if you weren’t a baseball player?
I’d still be a baseball coach, manager or working in a front 
office.

What’s your favorite thing to do on a day off?
Relax and go to the pool.

What’s your favorite movie of all time?
“Warrior”
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atrick Onwuasor was 
a quiet, 210-pound, un-
drafted safety out of 
Portland State as he 
headed to a defensive 
backs meeting during 
Ravens rookie minicamp 

in May 2016. Still trying to learn his way 
around the Owings Mills, Md., facility, On-
wuasor was intercepted by then-lineback-
ers coach Don “Wink” Martindale.

“Hey,” Martindale told him, “you’re with 
the linebackers.” 

“I’m like, ‘So, y’all didn’t tell me this be-
fore [I signed]?’” Onwuasor recalled with a 
smile. “And Wink was like, ‘Look, just run 
to the ball. I’m going to turn you into a line-
backer.’”

The move proved to be shrewd for On-
wuasor and the Ravens. 

After failing to make the initial 53-man 
roster as a rookie, Onwuasor parlayed a 
practice-squad spot into a quick roster 
promotion and 25 starts at weak-side line-
backer during the past two years. Now 
with the free-agency departure of Pro Bowl 
linebacker C.J. Mosley, Onwuasor moves to 
middle linebacker, assuming leadership on 
a unit that has framed the Ravens’ identity 
for the past two decades.

Onwuasor, affectionately known as 
“Peanut” -- a nickname given to him by a 
former youth-league basketball coach -- 
admitted that being a vocal leader is some-
what outside his comfort zone, and he said 
safeties Earl Thomas and Tony Jefferson 
were among those who challenged him to 
become more vocal.

“The first thing Earl said was, ‘We’re go-
ing to work on your leadership,’” Onwuasor 
said, recounting a meeting this past spring. 
“And that’s something I kind of shy away 
from, too. I’m kind of soft-spoken.”

Onwuasor, who turns 27 this month, 
appeared increasingly comfortable in his 
new role during training camp, calling out 
checks and directing a defense that could 
include as many as five new starters. 

“He’s going to be a great leader for 
us, and he knows how to make plays, big 
plays,” linebacker Matthew Judon said. 
“He’s been doing it since he’s been here. So 
I have all the confidence in Peanut.”

D E T O U R  T H R O U G H 
P O R T L A N D

Back in 2013, Onwuasor could not have 
envisioned himself in this position. He’s 
starting in the spot held for years by Hall of 
Famer Ray Lewis, making roughly $3 mil-
lion this season after signing a restricted 
free agent tender, operating a charitable 
foundation and running a camp for those 
with special needs.

Back in July 2013, a 20-year-old Onwua-
sor was staring at four felony drug and 
gun charges after a search warrant was 
executed at his Tucson, Ariz., apartment. 
Onwuasor maintained his innocence and 
the charges were later dropped, but he was 
kicked off the University of Arizona football 
team.

Onwuasor resurfaced at Portland State, 
where he became one of the top safeties in 
the country. He registered nine intercep-
tions for the playoff-bound Vikings in 2015 
and was a finalist for FCS Defensive Player 
of the Year honors, but that wasn’t enough 

to hear his name called in the NFL Draft.
Onwuasor, a native of Inglewood, Calif., 

had a few offers to sign as an undrafted 
rookie, and he credits his agent, Cameron 
Foster, with steering him to Baltimore.

“The first thing [Foster] said was, ‘We’re 
going to Baltimore,’” Onwuasor recalled 
after a training camp practice, his braided 
hair spilling off the top his head like a small 
fountain. “I’m like, ‘Man, I got to go to the 
East Coast? Like what happened to Oak-
land, or the 49ers, or somewhere else close 
to home?’ And he was like, ‘No, this team 
fits your personality. It fits the stuff you like 
to do. You’re a tough, physical, blue-collar 
player. They get players up there that are 
dogs. They’re mean, they’re tough. That 
will be a better fit for you.’”

F A M I L I A R  R O U T E 
T H R O U G H 

S P E C I A L  T E A M S

Onwuasor first reported to the Ravens’ 
facility as all undrafted rookies do: with the 
deck stacked against them, filling out the 
bottom lines on the depth chart. 

Martindale quickly pulled Onwua-
sor aside, claiming him for the lineback-
ers group based on “just how physical he 
played the game at the college level.”

Onwuasor said he had two early men-
tors who had also taken the undrafted 
route to success with the Ravens’ defense: 
Anthony Levine and Albert McClellan. 

“They told me, the easiest way to make 
the Baltimore Ravens’ 53: special teams,” 
Onwuasor recalled. “You know everybody 
wants to play defense, but we got our de-
fensive guys. If you want to make this team 
your rookie year, you got to play special 

teams. ... We take special teams really seri-
ously.”

“I fought every day to get on special 
teams,” Onwuasor added, “and [coaches] 
saw that.”

All that effort wasn’t quite enough at 
first, though; Onwuasor was among the fi-
nal roster cuts at the end of training camp. 
He was quickly signed back to the practice 
squad and was promoted to the active ros-
ter five weeks later. He played in 11 games 
as a rookie and finished as the team leader 
in special teams tackles with 11.

The next year, Onwuasor beat out Ka-
malei Correa for a starting spot and fin-
ished with 88 tackles, joining a fraternity of 
sorts that includes Bart Scott, Jameel Mc-
Clain, Dannell Ellerbe, Zach Orr and Mc-
Clellan -- undrafted inside linebackers who 
became impact players in Baltimore. 

“When Peanut came in here, he wanted 
to learn,” said Levine, a Ravens de facto 
special teams captain for several years. 
“He was willing to learn and we just took 
him under our wing and treated him like 
a little brother. Now, he’s just flourishing.”

That is evident off the field, too. This 
past summer, Onwuasor and his Peanut’s 
Impact Foundation hosted its first Special 
Olympics of Maryland football camp at 
Milford Mill High School, not far from the 
Ravens’ complex. 

Back in Portland, Onwuasor, diagnosed 
with a learning disability as a child, had 
worked at a camp for those with special 
needs and befriended a man with Down 
syndrome named Deric Tomkins. The two 
became fast friends, and working with the 
special-needs community quickly became 
a central focus of Onwuasor’s foundation.  

F O R M I D A B L E 
C H A L L E N G E 

S U C C E E D I N G  M O S L E Y

Last year, Onwuasor had 54 tackles 
and a career-best 5.5 sacks in 12 starts. He 
forced two fumbles, both of which were re-
turned for touchdowns by cornerback Ta-
von Young. 

Now he assumes the middle linebacker 
role held by Mosley for the past five years, 
and how effectively Onwuasor can succeed 
Mosley will to a large degree dictate the 
success of the Ravens’ defense. 

Onwuasor is up to 227 pounds, still 
about 15 pounds lighter than Mosely -- but 
Martindale, now the Ravens’ defensive co-
ordinator, says Onwuasor is “a traditional-
ly-built linebacker for this league, the way 
it is now.”

“He’s so physical,” Levine said, “but he’s 
a smart football player as well. He’s vicious 
when it comes to playing football, and 
that’s what you need, man, it’s a violent 
sport. ... He’s got one of, if not the, hardest 
punches in the NFL. The Peanut Punch? 
I’m telling you, it’s crazy.”

Onwuasor knows all about the Ravens’ 
defensive tradition and is ready for his spot 
at the center of it.    

“It’s a reputation that we have to stand 
by, being tough and mean,” Onwuasor said. 
“When you step on that grass, we want to 
put fear in the opponents’ eyes, and let 
them know that we’re not the ones to play 
with. And I think we have to keep that leg-
acy going.”•

 RAVENS REPORT
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Patrick Onwuasor

Once An Undrafted Safety, Patrick Onwuasor 
Now At Heart Of Ravens’ Defense
  Bo Smolka
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  FANTASY FOOTBALL

s the NFL regular season approaches, 
preseason games are being played, fan-
tasy experts are moving players up and 
down their draft boards and drafts are 
starting. Here are my top 10 sleepers, 
with a focus on players currently being se-
lected after the eighth round in a 12-team 

league. That’s an average draft position (ADP) of Pick 97 
and higher. My list does not include defenses and kickers.

1. DEDE WESTBROOK 
WIDE RECEIVER 
JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS

WHEN: Rounds 8-9 

WHY: With receiver Marqise Lee still on the 
mend, Westbrook is the top target for the Jaguars. 
He has 80-catch potential. New quarterback Nick 
Foles is a huge upgrade over Blake Bortles.

ADVICE: For teams that go running back early, 
Westbrook is a terrific WR2 in PPR leagues. 

2. CURTIS SAMUEL 
WIDE RECEIVER 
CAROLINA PANTHERS

WHEN: Rounds 8-9

WHY: Can we get through a day without a com-
ment about how great Samuel’s been this sum-
mer? DJ Moore is expected to be the team’s WR1, 
but Samuel is a threat to get into the end zone 
every time he touches the ball.

ADVICE: The Carolina offense is going to be cen-
tered around quarterback Cam Newton, running 
back Christian McCaffrey and tight end Greg Ol-
sen, which leaves few footballs for receivers. Sam-
uel is more of a big-play guy than Moore. I have 
always loved the talent, but just do not reach. He 
should be a solid WR3 or WR4 this year.

3. JARED GOFF 
QUARTERBACK 
LOS ANGELES RAMS

WHEN: Rounds 9-10

WHY: ADPs for quarterbacks are sometimes 
tough to gauge, but Goff is usually no better than 
the 10th quarterback off the board, which makes 
him a terrific value. His yards, touchdowns and 
completion percentages have risen each of the last 
two years as a starter. In 2018, Goff threw for 32 
touchdowns and 4,688 yards.

ADVICE: This is a favorite target of mine. The of-
fense, the receiver talent and the running game all 
work for Goff. If he takes another step forward, this 
will be the last year he will ever be on a list like this.

4. PHILIP RIVERS 
QUARTERBACK 
LOS ANGELES CHARGERS

WHEN: Rounds 10-13

WHY: Rivers has been about the 17th quarterback 
off the board in most places this summer. He is al-

most being ignored in drafts despite throwing for 
4,308 yards and 32 touchdowns while completing 68 
percent of his throws in 2018. Rivers hasn’t thrown for 
fewer than 28 touchdowns in any of the last six years.

ADVICE: Rivers is the poster child for why you 
can wait on a quarterback. 

5. DELANIE WALKER 
TIGHT END 
TENNESSEE TITANS

WHEN: Rounds 11-12

WHY: After missing all but a few quarters of 2018, 
Walker is back. He had at least 60 catches a sea-
son from 2013-2017. If you miss out on a top-three 
tight end, why not wait and grab a proven guy like 
Walker later in the draft?

ADVICE: There are five tight ends I truly trust in 
2019. Outside of the big three (Travis Kelce, Zach Ertz 
and George Kittle), I also trust Hunter Henry and 
Vance McDonald. After that ... put them all in a hat 
and pull one out, which is why I like the steady Walker.

6. ANTHONY MILLER 
WIDE RECEIVER 
CHICAGO BEARS

WHEN: Rounds 11-13

WHY: Miller had seven touchdowns on just 33 grabs 
as a rookie. Allen Robinson, the WR1 in Chicago, is 
going five rounds earlier than Miller. I’d rather go 
with the younger guy without the long injury history.

ADVICE: Drafting after the eighth round is about 
value. Miller has 60-plus-catch potential and has 
already proven to be a touchdown maker and a 
red-zone target. I like to draft upside players.

7. VANCE MCDONALD 
TIGHT END 
PITTSBURGH STEELERS

WHEN: Rounds 8-9

WHY: Jesse James is gone, so 85-plus percent of 
the Steelers’ tight-end targets should go to Mc-
Donald. Receiver Antonio Brown and his 100-plus 
catches and 150 or more targets are also gone. 
Quarterback Ben Roethlisberger seems to trust 
McDonald. If you miss on the big three tight ends, 
McDonald is worth a look.

ADVICE: If he can stay healthy, McDonald has 
top-five tight end potential.

8. ALEXANDER MATTISON 
RUNNING BACK 
MINNESOTA VIKINGS

WHEN: Rounds 10-12

WHY: Dalvin Cook has been an injury risk so far in 
his brief NFL career. Latavius Murray is gone. The 
Vikings should have a top-12 offense this season. 

ADVICE: Mattison is my top handcuff for 2019. If 
you draft Cook in the first or second round, I ad-
vise reaching for Mattison in the eighth round or 
so. If he somehow lasts until his 10th-round ADP, 
grab him immediately.

9. RANDALL COBB 
WIDE RECEIVER 
DALLAS COWBOYS

WHEN: Rounds 13-15

WHY: Cobb is worth a pick because he comes at 
little cost. Cobb has been injured often and hasn’t 
come close to replicating his 2014 season with the 
Green Bay Packers, but with Cole Beasley gone, he 
has a chance to grab a role in Dallas.

ADVICE: Late-round picks are for rookies and 
darts. Cobb is a veteran worth throwing a dart at. 
I love Michael Gallup, but Amari Cooper is a tad 
overrated right now. Could Cobb surprise? It’s 
worth a spot on a roster for a few weeks to find out.

10. JAMISON CROWDER 
WIDE RECEIVER 
NEW YORK JETS

WHEN: Rounds 12-14

WHY: Crowder has a chance to be the leading re-
ceiver for the Jets as far as catches go. 

ADVICE: His ADP will rise if he can stay healthy 
during the preseason given the improved outlook 
the Jets’ offense. Quarterback Sam Darnold is en-
tering his second year, and running back Le’Veon 
Bell was a huge addition. I just can’t quit Crowder, 
another dart I seem to throw often. • 

Top 10 2019 Fantasy Football 
Sleepers You Should Draft

A
  Ken Zalis

HONORABLE 
MENTION:

1. MARK ANDREWS 
TIGHT END 
BALTIMORE RAVENS

2. NOAH FANT 
TIGHT END 
DENVER BRONCOS

3. TREY QUINN 
WIDE RECEIVER 
WASHINGTON REDSKINS

4. DJ CHARK 
WIDE RECEIVER 
JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS

5. DEON CAIN 
WIDE RECEIVER 
INDIANAPOLIS COLTS

6. DEMARCUS ROBINSON 
WIDE RECEIVER 
KANSAS CITY CHIEFS

7. MATT BREIDA 
RUNNING BACK 
SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS

8. DEVIN SINGLETARY 
RUNNING BACK 
BUFFALO BILLS

9. KIRK COUSINS 
QUARTERBACK 
MINNESOTA VIKINGS

10. DEFENSES 
BUFFALO BILLS, ATLANTA FALCONS 
AND SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS
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Four major Baltimore sports figures -- former 
Maryland men’s basketball coach Lefty Driesell, for-
mer Orioles pitcher Mike Mussina and former Ra-
vens Ray Lewis and Ed Reed -- have been inducted 
to their respective sports’ Halls of Fame during the 
past year.

But with those four inducted, there’s some doubt 
among local fans as to when we might see another 
significant Baltimore athlete inducted into a Hall of 
Fame. So looking primarily at the National Baseball 
Hall of Fame, Pro Football Hall of Fame and Nai-
smith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame (with one 
exception you’ll understand), we look at “The 15 Next 
Baltimore Hall of Fame Candidates.” 

For the purposes of this exercise, I only considered 
athletes who are either from here or played here for 
three or more years.

 

NBA FORWARD CARMELO ANTHONY 
(TOWSON CATHOLIC)
As polarizing a player as Anthony has been, his 

spot in Springfield, Mass., isn’t remotely up for debate. He’s a 
top-20 scorer in NBA history, a three-time gold medalist (and 
one of the most legendary USA Basketball players of all time) 
and a 10-time All-Star. He also led Syracuse to the 2003 NCAA 
championship. His spot is as certain as his disinterest in being 
a team’s second option. 

FORMER MARYLAND FORWARD  
LEN BIAS
While some players have made the Naismith Hall of 

Fame based largely on their collegiate accomplishments (see 
Ralph Sampson), none have done so without ever playing in 
the NBA at all. Bias tragically never had the opportunity, so 
there’s no real chance he could make it to Springfield. That 
said, the two-time All-American and two-time ACC Player of 
the Year’s absence from the National Collegiate Basketball 
Hall of Fame is totally insane and should be corrected imme-
diately. 

FORMER NBA GUARD MUGGSY BOGUES 
(DUNBAR)
Some basketball fans were confused when Bogues’ 

name showed up on the Naismith Hall of Fame ballot in recent 
years. But his candidacy is more legitimate than you might 
realize. Did you know that the top two, four of the top five (and 
six of the top 10) assist-to-turnover seasons in NBA history 
belong to the diminutive Bogues? That statistic isn’t the be-
all, end-all in determining the best passers (particularly con-
sidering not all turnovers are created equally), but this is still 
staggering. Combine that with his legendary career with the 
Poets and at Wake Forest and the tacit understanding that 
his candidacy is based at least in part on his value as a player 
when juxtaposed with his height (5-foot-3) and there’s a real 
argument here. 

FORMER RAVENS WIDE RECEIVERS 
ANQUAN BOLDIN AND STEVE SMITH SR.
Smith is eighth and Boldin 14th in NFL history in 

receiving yards. All of the other eligible players in the top 13 
are inducted except, strangely, for Isaac Bruce. Boldin is ninth 
and Smith 12th in career receptions. Many pundits would con-
sider these guys (or at least one of them) as more of “Hall of 
Very Good,” but both are very much worthy of consideration 
to reach Canton, Ohio, in the coming years. 

FORMER BALTIMORE COLTS  
LINEBACKER MIKE CURTIS
The Pro Football Hall of Fame will expand the class 

of 2020 to include 10 senior candidates as part of the celebra-

tion of the NFL’s 100th season. That could be very good news 
for “The Mad Dog,” the only player in NFL history to ever be 
named an All-Pro at both outside and inside linebacker. 

FORMER ORIOLES INFIELDER  
MANNY MACHADO
He still needs to accomplish a bit more in order to 

clinch his spot, but with more than 1,000 hits and 200 home 
runs while being one of the best defenders in history at just the 
age of 27, Machado appears to be well on his way to immortal-
ity. The question of which hat he’ll wear might prove to be just 
as difficult as it was for Mussina.

WNBA FORWARD  
ANGEL MCCOUGHTRY (ST. FRANCES)
Her career isn’t over and she’s already been a six-

time All-WNBA performer, a two-time scoring champ and a 
two-time Olympic gold medalist, as well as a champion in both 
the Turkish and Lebanese leagues. There should be little de-
bate about her worthiness for Springfield. 

FORMER RAVENS OWNER ART MODELL
There was some hope among Ravens fans when 
the Hall of Fame decided to split contributors from 

other candidates for consideration in 2014 that it could per-
haps help Modell’s chances of making it to Canton after twice 
falling short as a finalist. Sadly, that hasn’t panned out yet and 
there’s doubt among voters that it ever will. There are rumors 
that some voters have made it their personal crusade to block 
Modell from induction for moving the Browns, ignoring his in-
credible impact both in Baltimore and throughout the league. 

FORMER RAVENS DEFENSIVE TACKLE 
HALOTI NGATA
It has been excruciatingly difficult for modern de-

fensive tackles to find their way to Canton. There’s Warren 
Sapp, the late Cortez Kennedy and that’s about it. Without 
gaudy numbers to back them up, they’ve just become a for-
gotten group to the Hall of Fame. Ngata’s incredible career 
included five All-Pro nods and a Super Bowl XLVII title, but 
sadly, it feels like it won’t be enough for him to gain induction.

FORMER ORIOLES FIRST BASEMAN 
RAFAEL PALMEIRO AND  
PITCHER CURT SCHILLING

There are obvious reasons why these two have yet to reach 
Cooperstown, N.Y. Considering that players who were 
merely assumed to have used performance-enhancing 
drugs have been kept out, Palmeiro’s failed test in 2005 
(worse considering his infamous finger wag in front of Con-
gress) was always going to doom his chances. Oddly, Hall 
voters seem to be softening a bit. Longtime Boston Red Sox 
DH David Ortiz, who reportedly failed an anonymous test 
in 2003, is expected by many to be elected. Palmeiro’s cir-
cumstances might forever make him too toxic, but if PED 
users are eventually allowed in, it’s going to be weird to ex-
clude one of only five members of the 3,000-hit, 500-home 
run club. 

Schilling was never a “slam dunk” candidate necessarily, 
but his extremist views have badly hurt him with voters. 
His postseason dominance makes him worthy if a voter 
considers his baseball accomplishments alone. 

FORMER MOUNT ST. MARY’S COACH 
JIM PHELAN
Among those who have coached at the Division 

I level, current Coastal Carolina coach Cliff Ellis is the only 
coach with more wins than Phelan to not be enshrined in the 
Naismith Hall of Fame. Phelan built The Mount into a Divi-
sion II powerhouse before the school made the jump to Di-
vision I in 1988, finishing his career with a total of 830 wins 
across divisions before being inducted into the National Col-
legiate Basketball Hall of Fame in 2008. Perhaps the voters in 
Springfield just don’t like bowties?

FORMER RAVENS LINEBACKER  
TERRELL SUGGS
If “T-Sizzle” records just 9.5 sacks this season, he’ll 

move into sixth all time in NFL history. He’s the next “slam 
dunk” Baltimore athlete to go to a hall of fame, for sure. 

RAVENS KICKER JUSTIN TUCKER
Indianapolis Colts kicker Adam Vinatieri is widely 
expected to be the third true placekicker (joining 

Jan Stenerud and Morten Andersen) to reach Canton. After 
that, Tucker has a genuine chance to crack the conversation. 
He’s the most accurate kicker in NFL history as of today but 
has played only seven seasons. If he can continue on even a 
similar pace for a few more years, it would be hard to argue 
against him. 

FORMER NBA FORWARD  
BUCK WILLIAMS (MARYLAND)
The following is the list of all Naismith Hall of 

Fame-eligible players who finished their NBA career with at 
least 16,000 points and 13,000 rebounds who have not been in-
ducted: 

1. Buck Williams
2. No other players

Williams’ career was overshadowed by playing in an era of 
dominant power forwards and playing most of his first decade 
with the woeful New Jersey Nets. Sadly, it will probably pre-
vent him from ever reaching Springfield, but he’s a more than 
worthy candidate. 

RAVENS OFFENSIVE LINEMAN  
MARSHAL YANDA
Much like defensive tackles, guards have had a 

brutal time when it comes to getting to Canton. Larry Al-
len and Will Shields are the only guards whose careers be-
gan after 1985 to be inducted so far. But the seven-time Pro 
Bowler and six-time All-Pro has certainly put himself in a 
position to have a genuine chance at joining that group in 
the future. •

[ by glenn clark  |  pressbox is available every month on the 15th  ]
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oth the position players and pitchers 
for the Baltimore Orioles wore black T-
shirts that read “Let Stevie Pitch” prior 
to an early August game against the 
New York Yankees.

The display of solidarity underscores 
Stevie Wilkerson’s popularity with his 
teammates.

And why not? 
Wilkerson has become a baseball immortal ... so to 

speak.
The Orioles outfielder sent both his cap and the game 

ball to the National Baseball Hall of Fame when he be-
came the first position player in Major League Baseball 
history to earn a save when he threw a perfect 16th inning 
in a 10-8 victory against the Los Angeles Angels July 27. 

Wilkerson managed to stymie the Angels despite a 
pitch velocity that never exceeded 56 mph. He visited 
Cooperstown, N.Y., when he was a kid, and now he’s look-
ing forward to going back to see his display among other 
former Orioles who have a presence in the venerable mu-
seum. 

“They asked me what I was willing to give, and I told 
them they could have anything they want,” Wilkerson said. 
“It’s pretty cool to have something up there, and I look for-
ward to visiting as soon as I can to take a peek.”

Wilkerson has made four appearances as a pitcher this 
season (as of Aug. 12), which shows his willingness to do 
anything to help the team. He has pitched 5.1 innings with 
one strikeout, no walks, two home runs and a 6.75 ERA. 

Wilkerson embodies the spirit of the 2019 Orioles -- 
young players who compete hard every day and want to 
show they can be everyday major-league players. Wilker-
son has also given the club a spark with his glove and bat 
(24 extra-base hits as of Aug. 13).

Hyde has been impressed by what he brings to the 
team. 

“He’s awesome and confident,” Hyde said. “Takes a re-
ally confident person to flip up 55 mph cheeseburgers up 
there and not have any fear with the lead in the 16th inning 
and enjoy it. He’s got the perfect mentality to do some-
thing like that.”

Wilkerson’s success this season is the culmina-
tion of hard work and resilience. He was des-
ignated for assignment in March, 
but cleared waivers 

and was outrighted to Triple-A Norfolk, where he batted 
.316 (18-for-57) with two home runs, a triple and 10 RBIs 
in 15 games.

The quick start helped him earn a promotion to the ma-
jor league roster April 22, and his playing time increased 
incrementally because of his production.  

His versatility has also made him a valuable part of 
the club. Entering play Aug. 13, Wilkerson, an infielder by 
trade, had played six games at second base, 20 games in 
left field, 56 games in center field and seven games in right 
field. And, of course, four appearances as a pitcher.

Outfielder Trey Mancini likes the energy Wilkerson 
brings to the clubhouse.

“He’s hilarious,” Mancini said. “He is one of my really 
good friends and one of my favorite guys that I played 
with. He is a great presence to have on the team and he 
keeps things loose. He’ll do whatever it takes. He’s such an 
athletic guy and can play any position pretty much. 

“As everyone has seen this year, he can pitch a little bit. 

He throws a little under hitting speed. All jokes aside, he 
throws it over the plate. It’s not easy to hit. As a position 
player, I never typically enjoyed facing position players be-
cause you can’t really win. You’re supposed to get a hit.”

Hyde agrees and is thrilled with the dynamic Wilkerson 
brings to the clubhouse. 

“I just like the fact that Stevie’s bringing us a ton of 
energy, no doubt, and he’s bringing some life at the plate,” 
Hyde said when Wilkerson became a regular part of the 
lineup early in the season. “He’s really an aggressive swing-
er. He gives us a huge lift and the energy he plays with and 
how athletic he is, strong kid that can run, switch-hits.”

Wilkerson keeps a positive 
attitude and doesn’t try to 
do too much. He stays fo-
cused on the fundamen-
tals and playing techni-
cally sound baseball, 
particularly in center 
field, which is a new posi-
tion for him this year.

“Your job out there is to 
catch the ball, hit the cutoff 
man and know the situation,” 
Wilkerson said when he started 
playing center early in the year. “If 
you can keep it simple and not over-
complicate things and make it more 
difficult on yourself.”

His teammates could not be happi-
er for him. Mancini has been impressed 

by the way Wilkerson has 
been able to adjust to 

various scenarios with the club.
“He came up a middle infielder, 

played third, played some first,” Manci-
ni said. “I bet if we needed an emergency 
catcher, I bet he could go back and do 

that, too. He’s done a great job in center 
field. For someone like myself who came 

up as an infielder and got thrown into the 
outfield, he’s done a fantastic job. He covers 

a lot of ground.
“To be DFA’d in spring training like he 

was and come back and be a staple in our 
lineup, it’s a great turnaround and a testa-
ment to him that he never lost sight of who he 
was and what he can do. He battled his way 
back up here.” •

 ORIOLES REPORT

  Todd Karpovich
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Stevie Wilkerson Willing To 
Help Orioles ... However He Can
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ne thing matters more 
than anything else for 
the Orioles this season: 
the progress of the mi-
nor-league system. And 
in that regard, general 
manager Mike Elias has 
seen promising results. 

In recent farm system evaluations, 
Baseball America ranked the Orioles No. 
8 and MLB Pipeline ranked them No. 13. 
That’s a strong jump from just a year ago, 
when many ranked the O’s collection of 
minor-league talent in the bottom third of 
the league. Thanks to the selection of No. 1 
overall pick Adley Rutschman and the con-
tinued development of pitchers DL Hall 
and Grayson Rodriguez, the O’s have some 
high-ceiling prospects to get excited about.

Player development and scouting, af-
ter all, were chief reasons why Elias was 
hired in the first place. His experience in 
helping to construct the Houston Astros’ 
powerhouse provided fans something to 
dream on, and so far there has been noth-
ing to suggest the Orioles aren’t in capable 
hands.

While the continued progress of Ori-
oles minor leaguers trumps all during this 
rebuild, there was and still is hope that, 
through a combination of analytics, im-
proved communication and better coach-
ing, the Orioles could also get more out of 
some of their talent in or near the major 
leagues. Regardless of how much credit 
you want to assign various parties, that 
has played out well for the likes of John 
Means, Trey Mancini, Pedro Severino, 
Hanser Alberto, Anthony Santander and 
a few others. 

But, interestingly enough, one area 
that hasn’t seen much improvement is the 
bullpen, which arguably should have been 
the strongest part of a weak team head-
ing into the season. Not only did Mychal 
Givens, one of the team’s only realistic 
trade chips, have an underwhelming first 
half, but the Orioles ended up hanging on 
to him at the deadline (along with every-
one else not named Dan Straily) after op-
posing teams failed to meet Elias’ asking 
price.

Givens has mostly righted himself in 
the second half, as he’s moved away from 
primarily being used as a closer. But many 
of the Orioles’ younger relief arms have 
been stuck on the Norfolk shuttle.

Tanner Scott, 24, who threw 53.1 in-
nings last season for the Orioles and post-
ed a 5.40 ERA, has mostly been relegated 

to Norfolk, where he’s pitched well. In 17 
major-league innings this season, his ERA 
is nearly the same as last year, but his pe-
ripheral stats have gone in the opposite 
direction. His strikeout rate is down, his 
walk rate is up and he’s allowed more hard 
contact (exit velocity and barrels).

Pitching as an opener and in relief, 
Jimmy Yacabonis, 27, has also taken steps 
backward. Like Scott, he put up an ERA 
in the mid-5.00s last season in 40 innings 
-- but now his ERA is near 7.00. During 
spring training, Yacabonis told reporters 
about the benefits of the Orioles incorpo-
rating high-speed cameras during bull-
pen sessions, a practice that many other 
teams have gradually adopted. That has 
surely been a factor in Yacabonis produc-
ing more spin and movement on some 
of his pitches -- most notably, his slider 
and changeup have greater drop -- but it 
hasn’t led to success. 

There’s David Hess, 25, who, after a 
somewhat intriguing 2018 (4.88 ERA in 
103.1 innings) has an ERA above 7.00, is 
allowing more than three home runs per 
nine innings and is trying to salvage his 
career as a reliever. There’s Evan Phillips, 
24, who has been optioned to Norfolk sev-
eral times and has an ERA over 8.00 in lim-
ited innings. There’s Cody Carroll, 26, who 
hasn’t thrown a single pitch all year due to 
a lingering back injury. There’s also Josh 
Rogers, 24, who in July underwent his sec-
ond Tommy John surgery

Of the younger relief options, one suc-
cess story may end up being Miguel Cas-
tro, 24. After a brutal start to the season, 
Castro has gotten his ERA below 5.00 as 
he’s increased his strikeouts and cut down 
slightly on his walks. The expected wOBA 
against Castro has dropped more than 
60 points from 2018-2019. Much of the im-
provement can be attributed to throwing 
more changeups each month, and he’s 
now using that pitch even more than his 
slider.

Castro’s recent improvement is en-
couraging, but what does the rest of this 
mean? Maybe not a whole lot, at least for 
now. Many of these relief arms struggled 
before this season, and it’s hard to say 
much of anything could have made them 
better. Someone like Castro isn’t even 
in the same boat as Scott, for example; 
somehow, Castro is already pitching in 
his fifth major-league season. These other 
guys are just trying to do enough to stick 
around on the Orioles’ roster for a few 
months.

If the Orioles do eventually start to earn 
a reputation as pitching revitalization ex-

perts -- say, like the Astros -- it’s going to 
take some time. Means’ 2019 season can’t 
be overlooked, but the random positive 
progress of a few pitchers here and there 
will pale in comparison to the development 
of the prospects like Hall, Rodriguez, Dean 
Kremer, Zac Lowther, Michael Baumann, 
Keegan Akin and several other young arms.

It’s important to remember the O’s are 

still getting things underway. There are 
more scouting and coaching hires to make. 
Assistant GM Sig Mejdal is in the process 
of building out an analytics department. 
But it’s still a little surprising that one of 
these young relief arms hasn’t broken out 
... yet. Maybe prospects Hunter Harvey or 
Dillon Tate will break that mold soon. •

All statistics are entering play Aug. 13.

  Matt Kremnitzer

O

Orioles’ Gains In Pitching 
Development Haven’t Made 
Way To Big-League Bullpen
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very once in awhile ... 
actually, a lot more 
than anyone seemingly 
cares to admit ... you 
really have to wonder 
about the mess that is 
called Major League 

Baseball’s international signing period.
In fact, it’s almost enough to make 

you understand why Orioles owner Pe-
ter Angelos for the most part preferred 
to opt out -- a decision that has been re-
versed by his sons, John and Louis, and 
the club’s new general manager, Mike 
Elias. The Orioles are now famously 
all in, but you have to wonder if they 
haven’t jumped into a process that ap-
pears to be hopelessly broken, not to 
mention the complete opposite of the 
restrictive draft system that exists for 
young prospects in this country. 

Stories are rampant about shady 
deals made on the streets of Latin 
America to steer 13- and 14-year-olds 
into various “academies” run by indi-
vidual major league clubs hoping to 
gain an advantage when those play-
ers are eligible to sign at the age of 16. 
The same day the most recent signing 
period opened (July 2), signings were 
announced for virtually every top pros-
pect, most of whom were said to be com-
mitted for at least one and sometimes 
as many as three years before becoming 
eligible to sign.

All MLB teams are well-versed on the 
process and the prospects eligible for 

the international signing period, but for 
the most part the only thing the general 
public knows about the latest signees is 
the amount of the signing bonus, which 
often reaches seven figures. The Do-
minican Summer League provides the 
initial professional platform for these 
kids, who often don’t leave that country 
for two or three years -- if at all.

Standings and statistics are kept 
in the DSL, but for the most part the 
league operates in obscurity, except for 
the 30 MLB teams. The only stories that 
get much attention are like the one that 
surfaced last month, shortly after the 
start of the most recent international 
signing period. And the story wasn’t ex-
actly the kind that exudes confidence 
in a system that seems woefully inad-
equate.

In fact, it was enough to cause won-
der about the process in place for ap-
proximately 25-30 percent of major 
league players. The fact that three play-
ers from the DSL had been suspended 
for using Stanozolol wasn’t that star-
tling, because each year there are more 
minor leaguers than major leaguers 
who are suspended for dipping into the 
steroid jar.

The fact that two of those players 
were 17 years old is what sent up a red 
flag, or at least it should have. When 
Elias said the Orioles would become 
players in the international market-
place, he also acknowledged that they 
would be way behind most of the other 
29 individual major league teams, espe-
cially when it came to prospects from 

Latin American countries.
Baseball America covers this facet of 

baseball like no other publication, and 
its July issue pinpointed exactly why 
the Orioles may be too far behind to 
ever catch up before the inevitable hap-
pens -- an international draft similar to 
the one conducted in the United States. 

“The gloves are completely off now,” 
BA quoted one team’s international 
scouting director. “It’s go scout every-
body.”

Under current guidelines (it seems 
there really aren’t any hard rules), pros-
pects are not eligible to sign until they 
are 16 years old, but the recruiting pro-
cess appears to be right out of the col-
lege sports recruiting manual, with play-
ers getting lined up two and three years 
ahead of their eligibility date. Those 
commitments are made with “trainers” 
(aka agents) -- not MLB teams -- so the 
recruiting process is twofold. 

Here is a BA quote from a trainer in 
Latin America who once opposed the 
idea of an international draft: “We used 
to get them at 13-14 years old, now you 
have to get them at 10-11, so you have 
to carry [support] them until they are 
16 years old. I’ve got players signed for 
2021, but I still have to buy that play-
er gloves, equipment, baseballs, food. 
That is a tremendous amount of cost. 
You sign a 2021, you don’t get paid until 
2021 or 2022.”

Does that sound like a system that’s 
even remotely close to workable? Does 
it make you wonder where exactly those 
millions of bonus dollars actually go? 

Reportedly, the top trainers carry a 
“roster” of 25-35 players, meaning there 
are a lot of out-of-pocket expenses that 
don’t get settled until July 2 of the pros-
pect’s eligible year. It makes you wonder 
if MLB teams scout individual players 
as much as they scout the trainers/busi-
ness managers/agents who run their 
own “showcase” events.

This year, the Yankees spent about 
$5 million, nearly their entire allotment 
of international pool money, to sign one 
player. How much went to the player is 
probably between him and his trainer, 
not unlike the system in place in this 
country. But the similarity stops there.

Technically, baseball’s international 
signing period is an open market. That’s 
the same system baseball used for do-
mestic players until 1965, when the cur-
rent draft was put in place. The pool of 
Latin American players in particular 
wasn’t nearly as deep then as it is today, 
meaning there most likely was a lot of 
talent that went untapped.

The landscape has changed. There 
are very few secrets. The so-called dia-
monds in the rough do not escape at-
tention -- whether from the eyes of MLB 
scouts or trainers on the prowl for the 
next meal ticket. 

But the system in place is, at best, a 
tangled mess. Since every team has the 
option of contributing to that mess, it 
can’t be said that the playing field isn’t 
level. Whether the Orioles abstained for 
reasons of principle or not is perhaps 
a subject for another discussion, but 
there’s no doubt their finished product 
suffered because of it.

Now that they are all in, the Ori-
oles know the pool will be shallow for 
the next couple of years because there 
are 14- and 15-year-olds whose trainers 
have already made commitments with 
other MLB teams. With the possibility 
of an international draft on the horizon, 
the big question is: Are they already too 
late to the party? •

Jim Henneman can be reached at 
JimH@pressboxonline.com

 UPON FURTHER REVIEW

  Jim Henneman  

Are Orioles Already Too Late 
To International Party?
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FROM THE DAY 
THAT I GOT 

INTO COACHING, 
THIS HAS BEEN 
THE ONE JOB THAT 
I'VE COVETED.”

— MICHAEL LOCKSLEY 
MARYLAND HEAD FOOTBALL COACH
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remembers the conversation vividly. 
He’d completed his fourth season as running backs 

coach at Maryland in the fall of 2000, and his head 
coach, Ron Vanderlinden, had recently been fired.

Locksley sat down for a talk with his new boss, Ralph 
Friedgen. 

Friedgen had played on Maryland’s offensive line 
in the 1960s and twice served on the Terps’ coaching 
staff in the ‘70s and ‘80s. He had been hired to guide the 
program back to the prominence it hadn’t experienced 
since the days of Bobby Ross in the mid-’80s.

“I said to Ralph my ultimate goal was to be the head 
coach here at Maryland,” Locksley said. “He kind of 
chuckled at me and said, ‘As long as it’s not right now.’” 

Nearly 20 years after that conversation, the job is fi-
nally his. He was hired in early December, marking the 
Washington, D.C., native’s return to Maryland after a 
long football sojourn that featured 10 stops -- including 

two at Maryland -- plus a disastrous first go as a head 
coach at New Mexico. His journey culminated with a 
national title at Alabama in 2017.

“From the day that I got into coaching, this has been 
the one job that I’ve coveted,” Locksley said. 

Now that he has it, Locksley’s task is significant. He 
must steady a program that has posted just one win-
ning record since it moved to the Big Ten in 2014 and is 
a little more than a year removed from the death of of-
fensive lineman Jordan McNair, who died June 13, 2018, 
after suffering heatstroke during a team workout two 
weeks earlier. McNair’s death ignited months of contro-
versy, bad press and a multitude of firings, including 
that of former head coach DJ Durkin.

But despite the fragile time Maryland currently finds 
itself in, Locksley believes he can make the team a win-
ner for the first time in years. The blueprint is his first 
stint at Maryland from 1997-2002. On paper, there wasn’t 
much success in the Vanderlinden years -- four sub-.500 
seasons from 1997-2000 -- but Locksley calls those sea-

BY BROOKS DUBOSE 

TOUGH 
TASK
TOUGHER 
MAN

MICHAEL LOCKSLEY
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sons “the foundation for the great Maryland era.” 
Under Vanderlinden, the Terps laid the groundwork 

for the team that won 31 games during a three-year pe-
riod from 2001-2003 and an ACC championship in 2001.

“So, why I think [we can be successful is] because I 
witnessed it. I was here to build it firsthand,” Locksley 
said. “We built it slowly but we did it the right way. We 
really did a great job of evaluating talent, and we were 
bringing in some really great players that were the cat-
alyst to the 2001 season.

“My vision of Maryland may be a little different than 
people who haven’t grown up or don’t know the history 
of this place. I know that it can be done because I was 
here to be a part of doing it, whether it was building it 
during the Vanderlinden era or seeing it through with 
the time I spent under Ralph.”

But the reason Locksley is so confident he can 
win where only a handful of coaches have before goes 
deeper than simply being present during the success 
of the past. He is a “hometown homer,” as he calls it 
-- a homegrown former player, coach and family man 
whose sole purpose is to convince the state’s best tal-
ent to stay at Maryland and make his Terps competi-
tive in the Big Ten.

BUILDING A FAMILY

Growing up in a single-parent home in a rough 
neighborhood in southeast Washington, D.C., Locksley 
saw his two older brothers spend the majority of their 
lives in prison. He went to Ballou High School and was 
a defensive back for Towson State from 1988-1991, win-
ning the team’s Defensive Player of the Year award as a 
senior. Football was his escape from a difficult life. His 
teammates became his family members. His coaches 
were father figures.

“I’m a huge believer in most of the success I’ve had 
in coaching and recruiting stems from having direct, 
personal, deep, organic relationships with people, to 
where if they know you care about them -- like really 
care about them, like love them -- they will play their 
tails off for you,” Locksley said.

One of the countless deep bonds Locksley developed 
was with former linebacker E.J. Henderson, who came 
to Maryland as an unheralded recruit out of Aberdeen 
High School in 1999 and left a two-time first-team All-
American and an ACC champion.

“He was always more like an uncle than a coach or 
more like an older brother than a coach. That’s kind of 
how we treated each other,” Henderson said. “We went 
from winning three games a year or five games a year 
to working our way up, going through all the battles to 
being ACC champions, another 10-win season, playing 
the Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl. And that’s something that 
Maryland had never experienced. We will always have 
that connection because we went from the bottom to 
the top of the top together.”

Locksley carried that family ethos wherever he 
coached throughout the next two decades.

Locksley and his wife, Kia, hosted burger night on 
Thursdays at Alabama. After two grueling days of prac-
tice on Tuesday and Wednesday, Locksley would light 
a cigar and fire up the grill as his players unwound by 
watching football on TV or playing video games.

“They see you outside of just coach and it becomes 
really personal and intimate,” Locksley said.  “So when 
you hit a tough spot or when things don’t go your way 
or when you face adversity, there’s a little different way 
of responding because there’s a lot of personal commit-
ment in relationships that you typically only get with 
family.”

Locksley has revived the tradition with Terp Tues-

days at his Montgomery County home, complete with 
pool games, basketball and go-kart racing.

“The more they know you care about them, the hard-
er they’ll play,” he said.

The mentality has already begun to permeate the 
team. After Maryland’s spring football practice ses-
sions in April, players trooped into a small locker room 
just off the Terps’ practice field to answer questions 
from media members about their preparation for the 
upcoming season and their new head coach. 

To a man, when asked what the culture was like un-
der Locksley, each said it felt like a family.

THE BEST FIT

Henderson, who went on to have a successful nine-
year career with the Minnesota Vikings, said he still 
keeps in touch with Locksley and sees his hiring as a 
boon for local families who are considering sending 
their sons to play football at Maryland.

“[It’s an] extra layer of comfort to know that not 
just a position coach, but now the head coach, is from 
around the way,” Henderson said. “He went to Ballou 
High School. Any guy from D.C. or [Prince George’s] 
County in that area, he’s going to be familiar with their 
surroundings. ... He can talk about growing up in the 
area. He might know their mom and dad, might know 
some of their cousins or might have gone to school with 
some of their cousins or uncles.”

There is a difference between someone who is from 
the area and one who might be coming from the outside 
who has little knowledge or understanding of what he’s 
getting into, Henderson said. 

“That’s just how culture is,” the former linebacker said.
Not everyone was on board when Locksley was hired. 

Some were worried by his dismal head coaching record 
-- 3-31 overall thanks to two one-win seasons at New 
Mexico and a 1-5 record as interim head coach at Mary-
land in 2015. Others pointed to his off-the-field issues 
at New Mexico, including a sexual harassment and age 
discrimination complaint that was filed against Locks-
ley by a former staff member but later withdrawn and 

a one-game suspension in October 2009 stemming from 
an altercation with an assistant coach.

“A lot of people could point out the reasons why not 
to hire Mike Locksley,” said former University of Min-
nesota head coach Glen Mason, who now works as a 
Big Ten Network analyst. “But I think because of the 
situation Maryland was in -- you might describe it as 
dysfunctional, disarray -- I think bringing in one of 
your own, a guy that has great identification with the 
alumni, high school coaches, with media, I think it ab-
solutely was the right way to go to put some stability 
right back in that program rather than hiring the hot 
name on the block.”

Nearly a decade after being fired at New Mexico, 
Locksley is the first to admit he made mistakes during 
his brief tenure in Albuquerque, N.M.

“It wasn’t obviously a successful stint as I would have 
liked, but I always felt after the New Mexico experience 
that I was prepared because one of the things you do 
[is] ... you learn more from losses than you do from suc-
cess,” he said. “The things that I learned from my New 
Mexico experience prepared me for the job even today.”

Locksley’s return to Maryland gave area coaches like 
Meade High School head coach Mike Francis comfort 
in knowing a familiar face would be back at the helm at 
the state’s flagship school.

“I thought it was best for Maryland because we have 
someone who wants all kids in Maryland to have a 
chance,” said Francis, whose son, former Maryland de-
fensive lineman A.J. Francis, played for the Terps from 
2009-2012. “There’s no doubt in my mind if we have any 
kids ... they are looking to recruit, we are going to do 
everything we can to make sure Maryland has an op-
portunity to recruit those kids.”

“A RECRUITER DELUXE”

Everyone has a story about Locksley’s ability to re-
cruit.

It’s one of the reasons he’s so well known in 
the area, from his early years as a recruiting co-
ordinator in the late ’90s with Maryland to con-
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Michael Locksley (center) with daughter Kori (left) and wife Kia (right) 
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vincing elite players like current Vikings wide receiver 
Stefon Diggs to stay close to home and play for the 
Terps.

It’s why Friedgen kept Locksley on his staff in 2001 
when all but two of Vanderlinden’s staff members were 
let go. The other who stayed on was wide receivers 
coach James Franklin, now the head coach at Penn 
State.

“I was going to keep Mike regardless because when I 
went recruiting with both of those guys, they were real-
ly good,” Friedgen said of Locksley and Franklin. “Not 
only knowing where the prospects were but when they 
got in the home and they got the tough questions, they 
had the answers right away.”

Friedgen recalled Locksley staying on the phone for 
more than two hours with the mother of Randy Starks, 
a highly-rated defensive lineman who was considering 
playing at either Maryland or Penn State. 

“I don’t know if I would have had that much patience, 
but we ended up getting Randy and that was because of 
Mike’s perseverance,” Friedgen said.

That recruiting acumen is a significant benefit to 
Maryland, especially now that Locksley is not only well-
connected in the Washington metro area but also in the 
south thanks to his time at Alabama. Thirteen of Mary-
land’s 19 recruits in the 2019 class are from Maryland 
(7), Washington, D.C. (1), Florida (2), Georgia (2) or 
Louisiana (1).

“He always had a reputation as a recruiter deluxe,” 
Mason said. “When you look at schools, the first thing 
you have to look at is the recruiting base. I look at 
Maryland as having great potential if you look at the 
wealth in their backyard. If you can’t recruit your own 
backyard, where are you going to recruit?”

One of those countless top-notch local talents was 
Diggs. 

Andy Stefanelli was an assistant at Good Counsel 
during Diggs’ time at the school and is now the head 
man for the Falcons. Stefanelli is convinced the wide re-
ceiver, who played for Maryland from 2012-2014, would 
have almost certainly played college football elsewhere 
had it not been for the relationship he built with Lock-
sley during his recruitment. 

“He can walk into a room and you could have the 
80-year-old grandmother and have the 12-year-old little 
sister and by the time he leaves, they’re going to love 
him as much as the player or the mom does,” Stefanelli 
said. “He has that ability to relate to different people 

regardless of background.
“Everybody is recruiting, but I think what separates 

the guys that are very successful from the guys that are 
good or OK at it is that ability to make people feel com-
fortable, build a relationship [and] have some trust. ... 
That’s the magic potion you have to have.”

Locksley’s presence in the area has already been felt. 
He’s attracted several players originally from the area 
to come to Maryland, such as Isaiah Hazel, a consen-
sus four-star wide receiver from Dr. Henry Wise (Up-
per Marlboro, Md.) who flipped his commitment from 
West Virginia to Maryland just days after Locksley was 
hired. Linebacker Keandre Jones and receiver Sean Sa-
voy, both local products, transferred from Ohio State 
and Virginia Tech, respectively, thanks to their previ-
ous relationships with Locksley. 

Even previous connections with current Maryland 
players have helped Locksley’s transition as he builds 
out the roster. Players like running backs Anthony Mc-
Farland and Lorenzo Harrison III and offensive line-
man Ellis McKennie were all on Locksley’s radar in 
2015, when he was last with the team. 

MAXIMIZE IT

“Comparisons are the kiss of death” is a phrase Lock-
sley uses often, especially when he’s asked to measure the 
job of rebuilding Maryland against the history of the 20 
head coaches that have come before him.

The quote is a “Sabanism” as Locksley calls it -- a line 
often used by Alabama head coach Nick Saban, whom 
Locksley spent the last three seasons studying under. 
Locksley rose from offensive analyst to offensive coordi-
nator from 2016-2018 and earned the Broyles Award for 
the top coaching assistant in college football last season. 

But while he avoids comparing himself to other coach-
es and eras, Locksley is adroit enough to recognize when 
a tactic, coaching style or scheme works well enough to 
use it himself.

“I always say, ‘Success leaves clues,’” he said. “Out of 
all the guys I worked for I took little pieces.”

One of Locksley’s early stops during his coaching 
career was Pacific University (Calif.), and Locksley still 
recalls head coach Chuck Shelton telling him, “Work for 
the job you have, not for the job you want,” an early bit 
of advice to be patient and one day the Maryland job he 
wanted so badly could be his.

Under Vanderlinden, Locksley learned to evaluate the 
raw talent of a player -- regardless of his star rating -- to 
determine if he had what it took to be great. Ron Zook 
at Florida showed him the passion and boundless energy 
required to recruit at the highest levels. Randy Edsall, 
whom Locksley worked under as the offensive coordina-
tor at Maryland from 2012-2015, taught him about disci-
pline and organizational structure.

Friedgen gave him his offensive philosophy. 
“There is no greater play-caller, game planner, organiz-

er of offensive systems than Ralph Friedgen,” said Lock-
sley, who still uses much of Friedgen’s tactics to this day.

And of course, there’s Saban. 
“With Coach Saban, I think it was the culmination of 

the structure,” Locksley said. “It’s like putting a puzzle 
together. It’s got to be the right fit. How he’s able to get 
a talented group of recruits to play as a team and seeing 
how he ... motivated the players. To me, that was the icing 
on the cake.” 

But for Locksley, not only is the possibility of mak-
ing Maryland a winner again within reach, the process 
-- another Sabanism -- has already begun. In Locksley’s 
words, “maximize it.”

The “it” is whatever Maryland players are doing at the 
moment. In April, it was spring practice. In June, it was 
preseason conditioning. The first fall practice was Aug. 2, 
and the Terps open the season against Howard Aug. 31.

“We can’t be result-oriented; we’ve really got to be 
more process-oriented. And again, that’s something I’ve 
learned along the way, maybe even the hard way,” Locks-
ley said. “I can remember the first go at it when I became 
a head coach, being really excited about, ‘Oh, we’re going 
to do this and we’re going to do that.’”

When asked what he thought success might look like 
in his first season, he said, “To me, if I can get them to 
play with great discipline, great effort, mental and physi-
cal toughness, play together, play with Maryland pride -- 
those are the things that are all culture-driven -- I would 
say that we would have had success.”

But don’t mistake Locksley’s focus on process over re-
sults as short-sighted. He’s waited for this job for almost 
30 years. He plans to be here for the long term. And for the 
first time in his career, he can see the whole picture. •
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Michael Locksley during spring practice
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Michael Locksley in 2001
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reseason expectations for 
the Towson football team 
have been a common topic 
of conversation through-
out the past decade under 
head coach Rob Ambrose, 
who’s heading into his 11th 
season at the helm.

The Tigers are coming off their third Foot-
ball Championship Subdivision playoff ap-
pearance in program history. The first came 
in 2011, though Towson was expected to fin-
ish at the bottom of the Colonial Athletic As-
sociation that year. The Tigers had gone 3-19 
during Ambrose’s first two seasons and won 
just one conference game. Nobody expected 
what was to follow: a share of the CAA cham-
pionship. 

Fast forward to 2018 and the Tigers, 
picked to finish 10th in the 12-team CAA, 
shocked everyone once again, finishing tied 
for third in the conference. Towson finished 
7-5 overall and 5-3 in the conference but lost 
to Duquesne, 31-10, in the first round of the 
FCS playoffs.

According to Ambrose, playing the spoiler 
role yet again made the 2018 season among 
his most special. 

“It’s up there. There was a little bit of a 
culture change,” Ambrose said. “After the last 
game of the [2017] season, the last couple of 
games, we had some BS going on and guys 
were like, ‘No, we’re not doing that, that’s not 
how you win ballgames.’”

“Guys got tired of not winning from doing 
stupid stuff,” Ambrose added. “So they go, 
‘Coach, tell us what we’ve got to do.’ And they 
did it. We had the best offseason since 2011. So 
the culture inside the locker room has really 
ramped itself up.”

After last year’s strong finish, the expec-
tations for the Tigers have shifted again. 
Towson was picked to finish second in the 

CAA by the conference’s coaches and sports 
information directors in the 2019 preseason 
poll, and the Tigers claimed three first-place 
votes. With 15 starters on offense and defense 
returning, Towson enters the year ranked No. 
10 nationally by HERO Sports and No. 11 by 
Athlon Sports.

But according to Ambrose, the Tigers can-
not let the success they had in 2018 affect their 
preparation for the 2019 season.

“Last year, we set the finish line too short, 
and it was obvious,” Ambrose said. “They 
wanted to win, they wanted to get respect, 
they wanted to beat national competition, 
and we did. But we got to the playoffs and 
were like ‘All right, we did it.’ No, that was just 
the beginning.”

Ambrose says his team can no longer be so 
easily satisfied -- it has to strive to be among 
the best FCS programs in the country.

“From my perspective, the big-picture 
goal is not to make the playoffs,” Ambrose 
said. “The big picture goal is to make the 
playoffs every year, ... which is where James 
Madison has been. It’s where Delaware has 
been historically.”

A major reason for the team’s culture 
shift last year was the addition of quarter-
back Tom Flacco, the brother of former Bal-
timore Ravens quarterback Joe Flacco. Tom 
Flacco came to Towson in June 2018 as a 
graduate transfer with two years of eligibility 
remaining. He played at Western Michigan 
from 2015-2016 and spent the 2017 season at 
Rutgers.

Flacco posted 3,251 yards and 28 touch-
downs through the air during 12 starts in 
2018. He earned CAA Offensive Player of the 
Year honors and finished fifth in voting for 
the Walter Payton Award, given to the most 
outstanding player in the FCS.

The expectations for Flacco have shifted 
along with those for the rest of the program, 
as he heads into his final year of college ball.

Flacco said that last season he tried to 

“create relationships and [make] sure guys 
trust me.”

Now, the program must take the next step.
“That was last season. This season, every-

one knows what I’m capable of, so now it’s a 
different role for me. Last year, the expecta-
tions weren’t much for the team, being picked 
10th in the CAA. Now it’s about making sure 
everybody understands what we’re capable 
of, making sure we’re not content with where 
we’re at, but continue to walk forward.”

Another catalyst for change was running 
back Shane Simpson, who accumulated 2,058 

all-purpose yards last year. His 171.5 yards 
per game ranked second in the country. The 
redshirt senior is not only the Tigers’ great-
est weapon out of the backfield and on special 
teams, but one of the leaders Ambrose credits 
with taking charge of the Towson locker room 
ahead of the 2018 season. 

“We had a good team on paper,” Simpson 
said of the 2017 Tigers. “Not to single anybody 
out, but we had guys who were not benefiting 
the team. It was all about them, and we got 
that bad habit out.”

Simpson and former safety Monty Fenner 
realized a passive approach to leadership 
would not change the team’s culture as need-
ed heading into 2018.

“We realized we couldn’t just lead by ex-
ample anymore,” Simpson said. “We needed 
to use our words as well as our actions.”

Simpson finished the 2018 campaign with 
1,067 yards and 11 touchdowns from scrim-
mage. The Easton, Pa., native has been 
named to the 2019 Walter Payton Award pre-
season watch list along with Flacco.

Towson kicks off its schedule against 
The Citadel Aug. 31, and the nonconference 
schedule is highlighted by a trip to Gaines-
ville, Fla., to take on Florida Sept. 28. As al-
ways, Towson will face a loaded slate of CAA 
opponents, including Maine, the defending 
conference champions, and James Madison, 
the only team picked to finish ahead of Tow-
son in the preseason rankings.

Heading into the 2019 season with high ex-
pectations, Ambrose is not so concerned with 
what the polls say about any one season. In-
stead, he’s focused on changing the conversa-
tion surrounding Towson football.

“The first time, it was about proving that 
it could be done when people said it couldn’t 
be done,” Ambrose said. “Now, this time, it’s 
building in a way that it’s going to feed itself 
and be done over and over again, and the word 
‘legacy’ is starting to be used. And we’ve had 
the conversation, that legacy is not what you 
do, but it’s about what you leave behind.” •

High Expectations: Towson Football 
Returns Core Of Last Year’s Playoff Team
 Simon Habtemariam
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n the wake of one of the most difficult sea-
sons in program history, the Maryland 
football team is facing a new beginning 
with the 2019 season.

Maryland came under intense scrutiny 
after offensive lineman Jordan McNair suf-
fered heatstroke during a team workout 

May 29, 2018 and died two weeks later. Head coach DJ Dur-
kin was placed on administrative leave in August and was 
replaced on an interim basis by offensive coordinator Matt 
Canada. Durkin was fired in October. 

On the field, the Terps finished 5-7 (3-6 in the Big Ten) 
and came within a failed two-point conversion of defeating 
then-No. 9 Ohio State in overtime.

After being hired in December, new head coach Michael 
Locksley set out to build his roster, install schemes on both 
sides of the ball and establish a culture for the team. Ahead 
of the Terps’ first fall practice Aug. 2, Locksley called the op-
portunity to assess his full team on the field for the first time 
“Christmas in August.”

“This is an opportunity for us to open up the gifts we’ve 
recruited and the team we’ve inherited and see what we 
get,” Locksley said. “Typically you get what you earn.”

The team hasn’t had a winning season since 2014 and 
hasn’t been bowl-eligible in five of the past eight years. While 
expectations are low for Maryland -- the Terps are expected 
to finish toward the bottom of the Big Ten East -- Locksley 
sees 2019 as an opportunity rather than a challenge.

“What we’ve done in the past doesn’t really matter. It’s 
what we do today and that’s always going to be our focus,” 
he said. “The way we honor Jordan is how we compete, prac-
tice and how we prepare. That’s something our team has 
embraced.”

In some ways, Locksley’s job has been made easier by the 
pre-existing relationships he has with upperclassmen, like 
running backs Anthony McFarland Jr., Lorenzo Harrison 
III and offensive lineman Ellis McKennie, whom he recruited 
during his previous stint with Maryland as the team’s offen-
sive coordinator from 2012-2015.

“The trust factor, that buying-in curve we’ll call it, is to-
tally gone ... because the players that were already on the 
roster had relationships with Locksley,” said Adam Fried-
man, a mid-Atlantic recruiting analyst for Rivals.com. 
“That speeds up the timeline of installation and everything 
else because they didn’t have to build that trust and that 
relationship.”

As has been the case for the past several years, one of 
the biggest questions facing the Terps ahead of their season 
opener against Howard Aug. 31 will be who starts at quar-
terback.

Kasim Hill, who started the first 10 games of the 2018 sea-
son, is no longer with the team. Redshirt junior Josh Jack-
son, a transfer from Virginia Tech, is the favorite to win the 
job.

Jackson started 13 games for the Hokies in 2017, throw-
ing for 2,991 yards and 20 touchdowns and running for 324 
yards and six touchdowns. Last season, he played just three 
games before suffering a broken leg. 

“It’s a full competition,” said Jackson, whose father, Fred, 
was a longtime assistant at Michigan and has known Lock-
sley for decades. “Everybody’s going to have a chance and 
I’ve competed many times, so I’m going to try to be the best 
I can and hopefully that means I get to be on the field.”

Redshirt junior Tyrrell Pigrome, who appeared in 11 of 12 
games in 2018 and started the final two games of the season, 
is also in the mix. Redshirt junior Max Bortenschlager (eight 
starts as a sophomore), redshirt freshman Tyler DeSue and 
freshman Lance LeGendre will also make their case for the 
job ahead of the season.

As for what offense the eventual starter will run?
“What we ran at Alabama, that’s what we’re going to run 

here,” said Locksley, who spent the last three seasons as an 
assistant under Crimson Tide head coach Nick Saban. “If 
you want a scouting report, you better watch a lot of Ala-
bama film.”

For the second year in a row, running back is easily Mary-
land’s deepest position. McFarland, a redshirt sophomore, 
is back after posting 1,034 yards rushing and 7.9 yards per 
carry in 2018. While McFarland finds himself on several 
preseason award watch lists, junior Javon Leake has been 
called a starter-caliber player by his coaches. Leake offers 
the triple threat of running, catching and returning kicks.

Leake boasts a career 9.5 yards-per-carry average and av-
eraged 24.1 yards per return in 2018.

“I can do all of that for the team [and] be a leader,” said 
Leake, who is eager to prove he and McFarland can be one of 
the country’s top running-back tandems. “We’ve been talk-
ing about this since we got in here. I think me and him could 
be something special, something people really haven’t seen. 
Ant Mac and I have a lot coming this year.”

With the departure of Taivon Jacobs, sophomore receiv-
er Jeshaun Jones was set to be the team’s top returning re-
ceiver before tearing his left ACL early in camp. Sean Savoy, 
a junior transfer wideout from Virginia Tech, brings experi-
ence to the group. He caught six touchdowns and had 642 
yards receiving with the Hokies from 2017-2018.

The offensive line, a strength last year, will be a question 
mark this season with the loss of Derwin Gray and Dami-
an Prince to the NFL. Senior left guard Sean Christie and 
junior Johnny Jordan (six starts at center) provide some 
experience after helping block for the third-best rushing at-
tack in the Big Ten (230.2 yards per game) in 2018.

Meanwhile, senior Oluwaseun Oluwatimi will lead the 
defensive line of a 3-4 defensive structure that Locksley said 
will be predicated on putting pressure on the opponent.

“I’m not a bend-don’t-break guy as a personality,” Lock-
sley said. “We want to pressure people; we want to be ag-
gressive.”

In 2018, the team was tied for third in the Big Ten in 
takeaways per game (1.9) but struggled to put pressure 
on the passer, ranking second to last in the Big Ten in 
sacks with 18.

Two players who will be key in executing Locksley’s vi-
sion are transfer linebackers Keandre Jones (Ohio State), 
a senior, and Shaq Smith (Clemson), a graduate student. 
Both are Maryland natives who chose other schools when 
Locksley was passed over for the Maryland head coaching 
position in 2015.

Senior defensive back Antoine Brooks Jr. looks to fill the 
void in the secondary left by Darnell Savage Jr., selected by 
the Green Bay Packers in the first round of the 2019 NFL 
Draft. Brooks earned second-team All-Big Ten honors 
in 2018 and led the team with 9.5 tackles for a loss. Fellow 
senior Tino Ellis brings additional experience to the unit. 
Freshman Nick Cross could play right away.

Locksley’s first recruiting class ranked 47th nationally 
and 11th in the Big Ten, according to 247Sports. The class 
included three consensus four-star recruits: Cross (De-
Matha), wide receiver Isaiah Hazel (Wise) and Legendre 
(New Orleans).

Though the Terps will not get a chance to beat Texas 
three years in a row, there will be several opportunities to 
face top competition. Maryland’s schedule includes five op-
ponents ranked in the preseason top 25, including Syracuse 
(No. 22) Sept. 7, Michigan (No. 7) Nov. 2, Ohio State (No. 5) 
Nov. 9 and Michigan State (No. 20) Nov. 30.

Maryland’s Big Ten opener is a Friday night affair against 
Penn State (No. 14) Sept. 27, and the school announced cam-
pus will be cleared the day of the high-profile matchup. •

New Beginning Looms For Maryland 
Football After Season Of Turmoil
 Brooks DuBose

I

k
e

n
ya

 a
ll

e
n

/p
r

e
ss

b
o

x

Anthony McFarland Jr. 

k
e

n
ya

 a
ll

e
n

/p
r

e
ss

b
o

x

Antoine Brooks

k
e

n
ya

 a
ll

e
n

/p
r

e
ss

b
o

x

Tino Ellis

COLLEGE FOOTBALL PREVIEW    



avy head football coach 
Ken Niumatalolo had to 
make some drastic chang-
es after the 2018 season 
ended with a 17-10 loss to 
archrival Army.

The Midshipmen fin-
ished the year with a disappointing 3-10 
record, only the second losing season since 
Niumatalolo took over the program in De-
cember 2007. The long-tenured coach was 
determined to move the program forward.

One of the first orders of business was 
improving the team’s diet under the guid-
ance of a nutritionist. The school is also 
making upgrades to the team’s facilities 
with a new locker room, weight room and 
the Terwilliger Physical Mission Center, 
a $20-million addition to Ricketts Hall fi-
nanced by private donations. 

Niumatalolo then hired Brian Newber-
ry to replace the retiring Dale Pehrson as 
the defensive coordinator. Newberry pre-
viously served as the defensive coordina-
tor at Kennesaw State and oversaw a unit 
that ranked second in the NCAA Division I 
Football Championship Subdivision for to-
tal defense in 2018, allowing just 263.7 yards 
per game. 

“There was a philosophy I knew that I 
wanted,” Niumatalolo said. “I wanted to 
attack. I wanted to come after people. I 
wanted to be chaotic. But I also wanted to 
be somewhat sound and safe. Give the illu-
sion of coming after people. There’s chaos, 
but there’s organization and simplicity to 
your system.

“I talked to a lot of people, looked at a 

lot of different programs and finally settled 
on Brian Newberry. I made a lot of bad de-
cisions as a coach and a person, and that 
one wasn’t one of them. It’s been a home 
run.”

The goal is to give opposing offenses 
a different look and force them to make 
mistakes once Navy kicks off the season 
against Holy Cross Aug. 31 and opens 
American Athletic Conference play against 
East Carolina Sept. 14. Newberry plans to 
be more aggressive in attacking opponents 
and wants the linebackers to be more ver-
satile, especially in pass coverage. 

Last season, the Midshipmen allowed 
an average of 36.5 points per game in their 
10 losses. That will need to improve for the 
program to get back to bowl eligibility, a 
benchmark the Mids hit every year from 
2012-2017.

Niumatalolo, however, has not spent 
much time thinking about last season’s 
disappointing finish. Navy was picked to 
finish third in the AAC’s West Division in 
the preseason poll.     

“There is a lot of things we already ad-
dressed,” Niumatalolo said. “I’m beyond 
that already, dwelling on last season. It’s 
the way we’ve worked until now. Every day 
has driven our guys to be the best they can 
be. They’ve worked their butts off. We’re 
looking at the 2019 season, not 2018, and 
that’s the way I look at it.”  

Niumatalolo is confident the Mids are 
poised to get the program back on track. 
He has a veteran group of players who 
have been all-in since the disappointing 
loss to Army, which they’ll have a chance to 
avenge Dec. 14.

“This is my 35th year involved with col-

lege football and my 22nd year at Navy, 
and I don’t know if I’ve ever been more ex-
cited,” Niumatalolo said. “After doing this 
for 35 years, I know when a good team is 
coming together. I really believe this can 
be one of the great football teams at the 
Naval Academy.”

MALCOLM PERRY 
FULLY FOCUSED AS 
STARTING QUARTERBACK

Malcolm Perry spent the offseason fo-
cused on being a solid quarterback as op-
posed to worried about how he might per-
form as a running back.

Niumatalolo has been pleased with 
Perry’s progress and took some blame for 
putting him in a tough position last year. 
Perry split time between quarterback and 
slot back last year.

“I did a bad job with that,” Niumatalolo 
said. “If you’re the quarterback, you have 
to be the quarterback. He’s the most dy-
namic runner we’ve had since I’ve been 
here. There are some things he had to work 
on in the passing game. He’s a smart kid. 
He recognized that and he’s worked his 
butt off. I’m super encouraged.”  

There are already high expectations sur-
rounding Perry. He was named to the 2019 
Maxwell Award Preseason watch list by the 
Maxwell Football Club, presented annually 
to the college football player judged by a 
panel of sportscasters, sportswriters, head 
coaches and Maxwell Football Club mem-
bers to be the best all-around player in the 
country.

Perry already has 2,342 career rush-
ing yards as a slot back and quarterback, 

which ranks eighth in school history. He is 
on pace to become just the fourth player 
in program history to rush for 3,000 career 
yards, joining all-time leader Keenan Reyn-
olds (4,559 yards, 2012-2015), Napoleon Mc-
Callum (4,179 yards, 1981-1985) and Chris 
McCoy (3,401 yards, 1995-1997).

Perry has embraced the responsibil-
ity of leading the offense. The Midship-
men averaged 72.8 passing yards per game 
last season, which ranked last among 129 
schools in major college football.

“The biggest difference is embracing 
the role that I am the starting quarter-
back,” Perry said. “All of the weight is on 
my shoulders. The offense, especially, relies 
on me.” 

Perry has spent the offseason work-
ing on his passing skills. However, he will 
continue to be a threat on the run. During 
eight career starts at quarterback, Perry 
has carried the ball 184 times for 1,230 
yards (6.7 yards per carry) and 13 touch-
downs. He has also rushed for more than 
100 yards in six of his eight starts at quar-
terback and for more than 200 yards in 
three of those games -- SMU and Army in 
2017 and Lehigh in 2018.

Perry is also one of just five players in 
school history to have two 200-yard rush-
ing games in a single season, joining Zach 
Abey (2017), Reynolds (2013 and 2014), 
McCoy (1996 and 1997) and McCallum 
(1983).

Still, Perry hopes to keep teams on their 
heels with his ability to throw the ball deep 
when opponents stack the box. Niumat-
alolo also wants the team to get away from 
being a one-dimensional offense. 

Last season, Perry completed nine of 25 
passes for 222 yards with two touchdowns 
and an interception. He plans to improve 
on those numbers. 

“The biggest stride is mentally, just not 
being afraid to not be perfect,” Perry said. 
“It sounds kind of weird. But I think that’s 
what’s been holding me back, trying to be 
perfect and thinking too much. I’ve just 
been letting the ball go and being OK with 
making mistakes in practice, so I don’t 
make them in the game.” •

Ken Niumatalolo Confident Navy Football 
Is Primed For Bounce-Back Season
 Todd Karpovich
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ew Morgan State football coach Tyrone 
Wheatley doesn’t broach the subject of 
building a football team directly. The big-
name rookie head coach talks more about 
building men than building, say, an offen-
sive line.

Excuse Wheatley, a former Michigan star 
and 10-year NFL running back with the New York Giants and 
Oakland Raiders, for painting in broad stokes while he rolls 
up his sleeves and works on the Bears, who went 4-7 last year. 
There’s work to be done, but the Bears could be better than 
advertised. Morgan State knocked off then-fourth-ranked 
North Carolina A&T State last September to snap the Ag-
gies’ 15-game winning streak and had three losses by a total of 
eight points last year. 

With 17 starters back and a team talented enough to place 
nine players on the three-deep 2019 Mid-Eastern Athletic 
Conference preseason team, Wheatley has some options. But 
even with that talent, MEAC coaches and sports information 
directors tabbed the Bears to finish eighth in the league’s pre-
season poll.

“Job No. 1 is basically getting the young men in the pro-
gram to understand and trust who I am in the process,” 
Wheatley said of his first head coaching job. “Without trust 

nothing happens.”
Morgan State players have seen a lot happen the last few 

years, and not all of it good. Wheatley is the program’s fourth 
head coach since 2014, and 2014 was the last time the Bears 
made the postseason. Lee Hull, Fred Farrier and most recent-
ly, Ernest Jones have come and gone as the Bears went into 
hibernation.

Wheatley thinks he can awaken the once-proud program, 
and he’s all about mentoring “Morgan State men” and empha-
sizing the details, right down to players picking up after them-
selves in the locker room. 

“I was always taught you must take care of home,” Wheat-
ley said. “It represents who you are. When people come into 
your house, come into your room, walk into your office, that’s 
what they see. That basically depicts your character. If you’re 
going to walk by a sock laying on the floor, you’re looking past 
the little things.”

While sweating the details, Wheatley is optimistic his of-
fense -- 108th in the FCS last year at 18.7 points per game -- will 
have a little more sock this year, even though the team has 
to rebuild an offensive line that lost three starters. Left tackle 
Joshua Miles was taken by the Arizona Cardinals in the sev-
enth round of the 2019 NFL Draft.

The good news is the talent at the skill positions, starting 
with two solid quarterback candidates in redshirt sophomore 
Dion “DJ” Golatt Jr. and senior DeAndre Harris. Harris led 
the team in passing last year, hitting 51.6 percent of his throws 
for 1,009 yards and five touchdowns. He was second in rush-
ing, running for 359 yards and three scores.

Golatt was a spark plug off the bench and took over later 
in the year, accounting for 53.4 percent completions, 694 yards 
and six passing touchdowns. Leading rusher Joshua Chase is 
back with his 4.0 yards-per-rush average, 514 total yards and 
three scores. The senior back earned MEAC third-team hon-
ors during the preseason.

There’s also a bevy of Bears pass-catchers led by seniors 
Manasseh Bailey (24 receptions for 425 yards, four touch-
downs and a 17.7-yard average) and Deontaye White (25 for 
201 yards). Uber-athletic tight end Xavier Gravette had 18 
catches, an 11.1-yard average and five touchdowns and was a 
preseason first-team pick.

Junior left guard Stefan Touani was a second-team choice, 
and he’ll anchor a rebuilding front line that also has senior 
center Tarik Johnson back and emerging junior tackle Bruce 
Trigg, a preseason third-team pick.

Defensive co-coordinators William Carr and Antonio 

James have eight starters returning in the MSU 4-3 defense, 
led by 2018 All-MEAC linebackers Rico Kennedy and Ian 
McBorrough. The 6-foot-3, 235-pound Kennedy was a pre-
season first-team pick on the strong side and led the Bears 
with 10 tackles for loss among his 61 total tackles as a redshirt 
junior in 2018.

McBorrough, at 6-foot-2 and 225 pounds, was a preseason 
second-team selection on the weak side, where he was one 
of the top pass rushers in the league last year. McBorrough 
was third in the MEAC with six sacks and 15th with nine to-
tal tackles for loss. The return of Kennedy and McBorrough 
should buoy a defense that led the MEAC in sacks and was 
third in rushing defense.

Morgan State has some holes to plug on the defensive line. 
Three seniors in the rotation up front are gone, but the Bears 
had a lot of youth playing there, too, with five freshmen in the 
top eight last year. Redshirt sophomore Devan Hebron did 
enough in five games last year to earn MEAC third-team pre-
season honors, while fellow redshirt sophomore Colby Warrior 
moved in as a starter last year and posted four tackles for a 
loss.

The secondary should be a primary strength for the Bears. 
The NFL had “Revis Island,” but Morgan State has “Small-
ville,” where junior cornerback Donte Small patrols. He had 
four interceptions and was fifth on the team in tackles last sea-
son, landing him on the conference’s preseason second team. 
Junior strong safety Dominick Trigg Jr. was a third-team pick.

Sophomore kick returner Jordan Cofield is another weap-
on for Wheatley’s squad. The Owings Mills, Md., product and 
New Town (Md.) track state champion was fourth in the 
MEAC with a 6.4-yard punt return average, and he averaged 
22.0 yards on kickoff returns. 

Sophomore punter Nicholas O’Shea (ninth in MEAC with 
35.4-yard average) is back as well. He played a key role for the 
defense by pinning opponents inside the 20-yard line 20 times. 
O’Shea could become the placekicker, too, with the gradua-
tion of Alex Raya.

The Bears open the season Aug. 29 at Bowling Green, 
part of a rugged three-game road swing for Wheatley’s debut. 
MSU then plays at James Madison and Army before hosting 
North Carolina Central Sept. 28. Delaware State (Oct. 12), 
Florida A&M (Oct. 26), North Carolina A&T State (Nov. 9) 
and Lynchburg (Nov. 16) will also visit refurbished Hughes 
Stadium this season.

The stakes get higher later in the season with defending 
HBCU national champion NC A&T State and Florida A&M 
among the MEAC favorites. 

“It’s going to be every game, it’s going to be every week,” 
Wheatley said. “There’s a lot of parity in the league. You have 
to stay focused. One loss and you’re out of this thing.”

Asked what he liked most about his team, Wheatley didn’t 
hesitate. 

“Growth. I like the growth. These guys have grown expo-
nentially from the time I got [here] until now. They’re sponges 
soaking up all knowledge. They’re hungry for growth, hungry 
for knowledge. That’s what I like about this team. The second 
portion of it is I have a talented, young group, plus some stable 
seniors who provide leadership, so I like this team.” •

New Morgan State Coach Tyrone 
Wheatley Bullish On Bears
 Mike Ashley
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JOHNS HOPKINS

HEAD COACH: Greg Chimera (first season)

2018 RECORD: 12-2 overall; 8-1 Centennial Conference; Divi-
sion III semifinals

KEY RETURNERS: QB David Tammaro; DB Robert Fletch-
er; DE Mike Kalanik

KEY GAMES: Sept. 14 vs. Susquehanna; Nov. 2 at Muhlen-
berg 

OUTLOOK: If there has been one constant in the Centennial 
Conference for the past decade, it’s that the John Hopkins 
football team finds itself at the top by the end of every season.

The Blue Jays capped off the 2018 season by claiming their 
10th consecutive conference championship and advancing to the 
semifinals of the NCAA playoffs, nearly upsetting Division III 
powerhouse Mount Union.

The Blue Jays will try to make it 11 in a row this season, but 
this year will be different. Longtime head coach Jim Margraff 
died in January at the age of 58. For the first time in nearly 30 
years, there is new leadership in Johns Hopkins’ locker room.

Greg Chimera takes the reins of the Blue Jays’ program after 
spending the past 10 years as a member of the coaching staff, in-
cluding the past three seasons as the offensive coordinator. Chi-
mera directed an offense that averaged 45.6 points per game and 
550.3 yards in 2018, both school records.

Chimera said the loss of Margraff is in the back of everyone’s 
mind, but the atmosphere in the building has been positive and 
the team is ready to take the program further in 2019.

“It’s kind of an upbeat feeling,” Chimera said. “Our players 
are just anxious to get back here and get ready to go. [Margraff’s 
death] is something people think about in the back of their heads, 
but it’s definitely not weighing down on people.”

The Blue Jays’ offense lost five starters from last year’s team, 
but David Tammaro returns as the Blue Jays’ signal caller for his 
senior year after posting career highs in 2018. The Chantilly, Va., 
native threw for 3,861 yards -- completing 67 percent of his throws 
-- and tossed 35 touchdowns and just five interceptions.

While Tamarro is coming back, he will be without receiver 
Luke McFadden, who finished his college career with 148 recep-
tions, 2,632 yards and 25 touchdowns. Chimera and the offense 
will look to returning receivers like sophomore Harrison Well-
mann and junior Ryan Hubley to take on larger roles.

“You can’t expect to just put another guy out there and expect 
them to be Luke,” Chimera said. “I think Harrison is a special tal-
ent, and Ryan ... is a really special player for us and dynamic with 
the ball in open space.”

The defense, which allowed just over 15 points and 191 passing 
yards per game in 2018, returns seven starters, including sopho-
more Robert Fletcher. He became a standout player on defense 
last year, leading the team with 100 tackles, 67 of which were solo. 

This year, Fletcher is making a transition from linebacker to 
safety, and the new challenge excites him.

“I think it fits my athletic ability along with my stature and 
build,” said Fletcher, who is listed at 5-foot-11 and 205 pounds. 

With most of the team’s starters coming back, the expecta-
tions have risen. The Blue Jays are after more this year.

“We have a team that can go all the way this year,” Fletcher 
said. “... We know our potential. We all believe we can do it.”

MCDANIEL

HEAD COACH: DeMarcus White (first season)

2018 RECORD: 3-7 overall; 2-7 Centennial Conference

KEY RETURNERS: RB Perry Stefanelli, QB Tyler Palermiti, 
LB Jarius Ransom

KEY GAMES: Sept. 14 at Moravian; Nov. 16 vs. Johns Hopkins

OUTLOOK: The 2016, 2017 and 2018 football seasons at Mc-
Daniel College had one thing in common: they all ended with a 
3-7 record for the Green Terror.

New head coach DeMarcus White is looking to buck that 
trend this year. After former head coach Mike Dailey retired 
three years into his tenure with McDaniel, White has revamped 
the Green Terror coaching staff. White, who served as McDan-
iel’s defensive coordinator from 2016-2018, brought in Scott 
Browning from Iowa State to be the offensive coordinator and 
hired McDaniel alum Derek Johnson to fill the defensive coor-
dinator position.

Browning brings 41 years of college coaching experience to 
McDaniel’s offense. Before joining Iowa State’s staff as a defensive 
assistant, he coached at Edinburgh University (Pa.) from 1986-
2016, the last 10 years as the head man.

Johnson was with the Green Terror in 2007 as defensive backs 
coach before joining Towson University’s coaching staff in 2008. 
He was part of a CAA championship-winning defense in 2012 
when his unit allowed just 174.3 passing yards per game.

“Coach Johnson comes to us with a wealth of knowledge,” 
White said. “And Coach Browning is very seasoned, so he’ll be a 
big help not only for me, but for the entire program because he’s 
had a chance to walk in my shoes. So he’s a guy who I can bounce 
ideas off of every single day.”

The Green Terror offense will have an open quarterback com-
petition in camp after sophomores Ben Igo and Tyler Palermiti 
split the starting duties last year. Palermiti led the passing at-
tack, throwing for 783 yards on 49.7 percent passing.

Last year’s stats do not guarantee Palermiti will be the start-
ing quarterback, though, and he’s excited for what the competi-
tion will do for a group that includes at least six players.

“I think it’s a great thing,” Palermiti said. “Competition brings 
out the best and worst in people, so when you have ... all of us go-
ing at it, you’re going to get the best player.”

The running back position is going to be the deepest group on 
the team with a mixture of veteran and young talent highlighted 
by graduate student Perry Stefanelli. Stefanelli missed all of last 
year with an injury but has a total of 1,200 yards and 10 touch-
downs in his career. White called Stefanelli, who enters his sixth 
season with the team, “a game changer.”

“We’re really excited,” White said of the running backs. “[Ste-
fanelli] is a dynamite player and he’s going to lead that group.”

McDaniel’s defense will play in a “swarming manner” and with 
an “attacker’s mentality,” White said, and that identity is going to 
be enforced by the front seven. Senior Kofi Siga and sophomore 
Sam Welcher will lead the pass rush this season, while Jarius 
Ransom is returning for his senior season after recording 92 total 
tackles and an interception last year.

“There’s a lot of experience that’s coming back on defense 
when you look at it,” White said. “We’re going to have some young 
guys as far as depth is concerned, but as far as our first and sec-
ond unit, there’s a lot of experience.”

STEVENSON

HEAD COACH: Ed Hottle (eighth season)

2018 RECORD: 8-3 overall; 7-1 Middle Atlantic Conference; 
Centennial-MAC Bowl Series

KEY RETURNERS: OL Connor Davis; DE Chikwado Nsoe-
do; K Ian Gould

KEY GAMES: Sept. 21 at Delaware Valley; Sept. 28 at FDU-
Florham

OUTLOOK: Replacing the best quarterback in program his-
tory is a tough challenge for any team to take on, but that’s 
exactly what head coach Ed Hottle and Stevenson University 
has to do heading into the 2019 season. The Mustangs are in 
search of their sixth straight postseason appearance.

Former Stevenson quarterback Dan Williams moved on after 
posting some of the best statistics the team has ever seen at the 
position. In four years with the team, he completed 60 percent 
of his passes for 7,139 yards, 61 touchdowns and 30 interceptions.

Hottle doesn’t like to say the word “replace” when talking 
about finding another starting quarterback, though, because 
that’s impossible when it comes to Williams.

“You get guys like that every once in a while in your coaching 
career,” Hottle said. “The player who was on the field is a reflec-
tion of who he was off the field and the time and energy he put 
into the preparation. But to find another quarterback is definite-
ly going to be a battle.”

The current quarterbacks on the roster are sophomores Ma-
son Ledford and Nick McNerney, neither of whom has seen much 
playing time. Ty Crabb, who took over the starting job last season 
after Williams was injured, is no longer with the team.

Hottle is looking for someone who can be consistent and has 
an understanding of the offense.

“It’s going to be limited on the experience side,” Hottle said. 
“So we, as coaches, have to do a good job of making sure we don’t 
give them more than they can handle on game day. But we also 
have to allow them the opportunities to grow and develop some 
confidence and consistency early in the year.”

Whoever ends up as the Mustangs’ starting quarterback will 
have a strong offensive line to protect him, with all the starters 
returning. Three of the starting five were All-MAC selections, in-
cluding senior guard Connor Davis, who has been a staple of the 
offensive line since his freshman season.

Davis says it is important to protect whoever the starting 
quarterback is to help him develop in that role.

“They’re going to come into a good situation,” Davis said. 
“They don’t have to be Mr. Superstar and they can grow into the 
job.”

Three of the team’s top five rushers from a year ago -- juniors 
Titus Johnson and Gabe Erikson and sophomore Kevin Joppy 
-- are back after combining for 871 yards in 2018.

Defensively, the Mustangs lost several key players to gradu-
ation, including linebacker Ashton Lescke and defensive back 
Mike Datu; the two combined for 152 tackles and two intercep-
tions last year. Stevenson will look to three seniors to anchor the 
defense: defensive end Chikwado Nsoedo, first-team all-confer-
ence linebacker Izaiha Pitts and all-conference honorable men-
tion Zach May.

“I think that’s a group we’re going to lean on this year a lot,” 
Hottle said. “I mean, there are six or seven guys who can really 
play ... at a high level. I’m excited about where that group is. I 
think they’re going to get to a point where they’ll be able to play 
with a little bit of bounce and some energy and function at a really 
high level.” •

2019 Division III College Football Preview
 Zach Selby
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he 2019 football season 
will have a few new looks. 
Public schools in the area 
will play nine regular-
season games instead of 
10, and they’ll have to get 
through an extra round in 

the playoffs -- five overall -- to win a state 
championship. Plus, St. Frances Academy 
again will not play in the MIAA A Confer-
ence. The Panthers, expected to be one of 
the country’s top teams, will travel around 

the country and play a tough schedule. 
Here’s a quick look at what to watch this 
season. 

TEAM TO WATCH:  
ST. FRANCES

This is the season St. Frances really 
makes the transition to more of a national 
team. Last year, the program had to put a 
national schedule together in short order 
and finished 10-0 and as USA Today’s No. 4 
team in the country.

The Panthers were more than domi-

nant last season, outscoring opponents, 
477-32, and they come into this season 
riding a 23-game winning streak. But St. 
Frances is not a local MIAA team any-
more. The Panthers will compete around 
the country: they’ll be playing in Florida, 
California, New Jersey and Richmond, 
Va. St. Frances will open the season with 
a road game at Miami Central Aug. 24 at 
noon, a contest that can be seen on ESPN.

But this season will provide many hur-
dles for co-head coach Henry Russell’s 
team to clear. MaxPreps ranked St. Fran-
ces No. 3 in the country during the pre-
season, with Mater Dei, the longtime Cali-
fornia powerhouse, in the top spot. The 
two schools will meet Sept. 14 in California 
in a game that should draw a lot of atten-
tion. Russell knows how hard this season 
is going to be, but he’s fine with that. 

“This is going to be a lot tougher sched-
ule this year,” Russell said. “There’s great 
tests. We are super excited about it. It will 
be a great experience for them.”

Sophomore quarterback John Griffith 
should help lead the offense, along with se-
nior running back Blake Corum, commit-
ted to Michigan. 

TEAM TO WATCH: 
FRANKLIN

Now entering his 18th season as Frank-
lin’s head coach, Anthony Burgos is look-
ing for a fourth state title since 2013. The 
Indians beat Linganore in last year’s Class 
3A state championship, 17-14, on a 29-yard 
field goal by Simon Spath as time expired. 

Franklin had a tough run to that title. 
The Indians needed to win three of their 
four playoff games on the road, including 
the final at Navy Marine-Corps Stadium. 
Franklin won at Milford Mill and Dundalk 
before beating Huntingtown at home in 
the semifinals. 

Burgos said his team will have about 
six starters back on each side of the ball. 
Quarterback Vernon Brown returns for 
his senior season, while running back Von 
Reames should get a bigger role this sea-
son as a junior with plenty of linemen com-
ing back. 

The defense sparked the Indians’ play-
off run last season. The unit repeatedly 
stopped Milford Mill’s offense late in a 15-
12 playoff win and did the same with Lin-
ganore throughout the title game. Senior 
cornerback Xavier Cokley, committed to 
James Madison, is going to be a factor. 
Plus, longtime McDonogh head coach 
Dom Damico has joined the staff as defen-
sive coordinator. 

“Our whole offensive line is returning, 
which is a big plus for us,” Burgos said. 
“Our secondary will probably be one of the 
top secondaries in the state. This will be a 
very interesting year.”

PLAYER TO WATCH:  
CHRIS BRASWELL, DEFENSIVE END, 
SENIOR, ST. FRANCES

Braswell already has committed to 
powerhouse Alabama and is coming off 
of a strong junior season. The 6-foot-3, 
230-pound senior posted some impres-
sive numbers for a defensive end in 2018. 
He had 12 sacks (plus 11 tackles for loss), 
forced three fumbles and returned a fum-
ble for a touchdown. 

He’ll likely get bigger in college and 
could very well be moved to outside line-
backer, where he’d focus heavily on rush-
ing the passer. Braswell is going to be 
tough to block again this year, but with 
the Panthers’ difficult schedule, he is 
going to get a few tests himself. The se-
nior already was picked as a member of 
USA Today’s All-USA Preseason Football 
Team, so expect him to make some noise 
in 2019. 

COACH TO WATCH:  
REGGIE WHITE, MILFORD MILL

Now starting his 17th year as the head 
coach of Milford Mill, White has seen just 
about everything. He won a state title at 
Milford Mill as a player (1987) and has won 
county and regional titles as a coach. Plus, 
White’s team made it to the state finals in 
2017 before suffering a painful one-point 
loss to Linganore in the Class 3A champi-
onship game. 

Now, he wants the final piece to the puz-
zle as a coach -- another state title. White’s 
team went 9-2 last year, suffering a 15-12 
loss to eventual state champion Franklin 
in the first round of the playoffs. But the 
Millers return about six starters on each 
side of the ball. Junior quarterback Rishon 
Holmes could be ready to break out, and 
there’s solid depth at linebacker, running 
back and wide receiver. 

“I am looking forward to it,” White said. 
“They’ve had a taste. They have won the 
region and [Baltimore] County titles. I 
want that last one.” 

GAME TO WATCH:  
DUNDALK AT FRANKLIN, SEPT. 20

This is a rematch of the Class 3A state 
quarterfinal, which Franklin won easily, 
42-7, at Dundalk. But Dundalk is coming 
off a very good season (10-2) that ended 
with the loss to the Indians. The Owls 
beat Franklin in the 2015 playoffs, ending 
the Indians’ run at a third straight state 
title. This should be an interesting early-
season tilt.

GAME TO WATCH:  
MOUNT SAINT JOSEPH  
AT CALVERT HALL, OCT. 11

Calvert Hall finished 12-1 in 2018. The 
Cardinals’ only loss came to -- you guessed 
it, Mount Saint Joseph, which ended up at 
10-2. So, it’s pretty certain that Calvert Hall 
might be looking for a bit of revenge when 
these rivals meet. Both teams have plenty 
of talented players back and should battle 
for the MIAA A Conference title, and this 
could be an entertaining game. •

 VARSITY REPORT

2019 High School Football Preview
 Jeff Seidel
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he Ravens put the final 
touches on a $120 million 
update to M&T Bank 
Stadium a couple weeks 
ahead of the preseason.

In late July, the team 
showed off the latest 

results of a three-year renovation proj-
ect that has already added two massive 
high-definition video boards, LED ribbon 
displays, a field-level party suite and new 
cameras to the 71,000-seat stadium. The 
most recent improvements, completed 
during the offseason, include upgrades to 
the club level as well as 16 new escalators 
and four new elevators to ferry fans to the 
stadium’s top level.

The upgrades, paid for by the Ravens, 
are aimed at keeping the stadium competi-
tive with facilities across the country -- and 
giving fans a reason to show up for games 
rather than watch them on TV.

“We’re competing with the fans staying 

at home,” Ravens president Dick Cass 
said.

Cass spoke from a podium inside the re-
furbished north club level, where a band of 
new television screens played sports high-
lights above a bar. In all, the team added 
some 220 new TVs and four large, LED vid-
eo screens on both ends of the north club 
level. Club-level visitors will also be able 
to hear everything happening on the field 
thanks to the installation of a new sound 
system.

Behind the scenes, the stadium’s kitch-
ens went through an update as well, ex-
panding concessions options.

Cass said the stadium’s video boards, 
which display both in-game and out-of-
town statistics, have garnered the biggest 
reactions from fans. Adding escalators and 
elevators was another priority as season-
ticket holders age.

Fans who were in their 40s when they 
first bought their personal seat licenses 
in 1998 -- the year M&T Bank Stadium 
opened -- are in their 60s now, Cass noted.

“It’s a long walk” up the stadium’s 

ramps, he said. “The elevators and escala-
tors can really make a difference.”

Installing them was “no easy task,” said 
Roy Sommerhof, the Ravens’ senior vice 

president of stadium operations. Workers 
had to demolish existing ramps and install 
escalators in multiple parts. The project 
took about 55 weeks to finish.

Recently-installed LED sports lights, 
paid for separately by the Maryland Sta-
dium Authority, will heighten the drama 
of game day displays by allowing stadium 
staff to flicker the facility’s lighting and 
synchronize it with videos.

“The possibilities are endless from 
an entertainment standpoint,” said Jay 
O’Brien, the team’s vice president of 
broadcasting and game day productions. 
“When you hear the whole stadium gasp, 
that’s when we know we’ve done our job.” •

 SPORTS BUSINESS

Improvements To M&T Bank Stadium Aim To 
Enhance Game Day Experience For Ravens Fans
  Amanda Yeager 
  Baltimore Business Journal
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 BASEBALL/SOFTBALL 

BABE RUTH BIRTHPLACE AND MUSEUM
The Babe Ruth Birthplace and Museum is located at 216 Emory St. 
in Baltimore, three blocks west of Camden Yards. It’s open Monday 
through Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. until September. The muse-
um will stay open until 7 p.m. on the days of Orioles home games. 
Admission is $10 for adults, $8 for seniors and military personnel 
and $5 for children. Visit baberuthmuseum.org for more informa-
tion. Also consider making a tax-deductible donation. To do so, visit 
baberuthmuseum.org/donate or call 410-727-1539, ext. 3012.

MUSEUM OF NEGRO LEAGUES BASEBALL 
Visit the Hubert V. Simmons Museum of Negro Leagues Baseball 
in the Owings Mills branch of the Baltimore County Public Library. 
The museum is named after Bert Simmons, who played for the 
Baltimore Elite Giants. The museum is open daily, and admission 
is free. Volunteers are always welcome. For more information, visit 
smnlbinc.org.

 BASKETBALL 

VOLO CITY BASKETBALL
Volo City’s Baltimore basketball leagues run throughout the 
year in neighborhoods including Canton, Federal Hill, Mt. 
Washington and more. Men’s and coed leagues present full-
court competition in a fast-paced, competitive yet social atmo-
sphere. Volo City will provide referees and team shirts. Players 
can register as individuals or as part of a team. Teams require 
at least nine players. For more information and to register in a 
league, visit volocity.org/baltimore/basketball.

  FOOTBALL

SEPT. 6 -- RAVENS COUNTDOWN TO 
KICKOFF PARTY
Excited about football? Attend the Ravens’ Countdown to Kickoff 
Party presented by Miller Lite at the Maryland State Fairgrounds. 
The party begins at 5 p.m. with activities, live music and appear-
ances by current and former Ravens players. The event is open to 
all ages. Free passes are available at baltimoreravens.com/kickoff.

 GOLF 

AUG. 24 -- 3 CLUB CLASSIC
The 3 Club Classic is a nine-hole event at Carroll Park Golf 
Course in Baltimore from 2-6 p.m. Participants are only allowed 
to register three clubs. The use of only three clubs forces golfers 

to be creative and invent shots, especially around the greens. 
This event puts a major emphasis on shot making, club selection 
and making the most out of limited resources. Proceeds from the 
3 Club Classic will go to the First Tee of Greater Baltimore and 
The Youth Golf Program at Carroll Park.

 SOCCER/RUGBY/SQUASH

CRAB KICKERS 
Register now for Crab Kickers fall programs. Crab Kickers, 
powered by Mighty Kicks, is a one-of-a-kind soccer program 
developed to provide a dynamic environment where children can 
develop soccer skills, social skills, coordination, confidence and 
self-esteem built on a solid foundation of fun. For more informa-
tion or to register, visit mightykicksbaltimore.com.

SQUASH
SquashWise provides incentives for middle school students to 
excel academically, athletically and socially, as well as the oppor-
tunity to compete in local and national squash tournaments. No 
squash experience is necessary to become a tutor. Visit baltimor-
esquashwise.org to make your tax-deductible donation. To make 
equipment donations and/or become a volunteer tutor, email 
Abby Markoe at abbym@baltimoresquashwise.org.

RUGBY
The Baltimore-Chesapeake Rugby Football Club, the region’s 
only Division I men’s rugby club, is looking for experienced play-
ers or those new to the game. For more information, email balti-
morechesapeakerugby@gmail.com or visit baltimorerugby.net.

 WALKS/RACES

AUG. 31 -- UNDER ARMOUR CHARLES 
STREET 12
The Under Armour Charles Street 12 is a 12-mile run which begins 
in Towson before runners trot down historic Charles Street en 
route to downtown Baltimore. The race will end at Under Armour 
headquarters Locust Point. The run begins at 7:30 a.m. at the 
Shops at Kenilworth in Towson. A two-person relay is a new option 
for runners this year. Registration costs $115 until Aug. 30 and $125 
on race day. To register, visit charlesst12.com/register.

SEPT. 8 -- RUN TO REMEMBER 5K AND 11K
The Run to Remember will begin at 8:46 a.m. in front of the 9/11 
Memorial of Maryland at the World Trade Center on Pratt Street 
in Baltimore. The 5K and 11K races both end at Federal Hill 
Park. Registration for the 11K run costs $50 through Sept. 3 and 
$55 after, and the 5K run costs $40 through Sept. 3 and $45 after. 
The race benefits the Baltimore City Police Foundation and the 
Baltimore City Fire Foundation. To register, visit runsignup.com/
Race/MD/Baltimore/RuntoRemember5K11K.

SEPT. 14 -- LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR 
NUN RUN
The sixth annual Little Sisters of the Poor Nun Run 5K and 
1-mile run/walk will begin at St. Mary’s Seminary and University 

in Baltimore at 8 a.m. The race benefits St. Martin’s Home 
and the Little Sisters of the Poor Baltimore. Registration 
costs $40. To register, visit runsignup.com/Race/MD/Baltimore/

LittleSistersofthePoorNunRun5Kand1MileRunWalk.

SEPT. 20 -- CHARM CITY 20 MILER
The Charm City 20 Miler, which runs along the Northern 

Central Trail, begins in Freeland, Md., and finishes at Ashland 

Marketplace. The NCR Trail, a dirt surface, presents a way to 

prepare for a fall marathon. Registration costs $50 through Aug. 

31, $55 through Sept. 19 and $60 on race day. Capacity for this 

race is 350 runners. To register, visit runsignup.com/Race/MD/

Freeland/CharmCityRun20Miler.

BCRP $5 5K SERIES
Baltimore City Recreation and Parks’ $5 5K series has races 

Aug. 18 (starting at Canton Waterfront Park), Sept. 8 (Cylburn 

Arboretum) and Oct. 13 (Leakin Park). Each run is $5. Visit 

bcrp.baltimorecity.gov/5KSeries for more information on the 

remaining races in the 5K series this year and to register for 

any race.

CHARM CITY RUN XC SERIES 
The Charm City Run kids’ cross-country series includes seven 

races for boys and girls 12 and under. The races are at Gilman 

(Sept. 8), Catonsville High (Sept. 15), Loyola Blakefield 

(Sept. 22), Annapolis Towne Centre (Sept. 29), River Hill 

High (Oct. 6), Sparks Elementary (Oct. 13) and a location to 

be determined later (Oct. 20). Registration for each race costs 

$6 ahead of race day and $10 on race day. Registration for all 
seven races costs $35. To register, visit runsignup.com/Race/
MD/Baltimore/CharmCityRunKidsXCSeries.

 OTHER ACTIVITIES

MARYLAND THUNDER WHEELCHAIR 
LACROSSE FUNDRAISER
The Maryland Thunder Wheelchair Lacrosse team will be partici-

pating in the Baltimore Running Festival Oct. 19. Money raised 

will benefit the Kennedy Krieger Institute’s International Center 

for Spinal Cord Injury, where aggressive, innovative therapies 

help patients with spinal cord injuries recover. In addition, 

funds will support the training needs of individuals with dis-

abilities who participate in the event, through the purchase of 

adapted wheelchairs, training and sports equipment. To donate, 

visit secure3.convio.net/unlock/site/TR?fr_id=1581&pg=entry. For 

more information, email events@kennedykrieger.org.

B’MORE FIT
B’more Fit Studio, Inc., located in Windsor Mill, Md., is a non-

profit company that aims to empower families with healthy 

living by providing fitness and dance programs and services 

regarding health, wellness and nutrition that foster family and 

community interaction and preservation. To find out more 

about B’More Fit, visit bmore-fit.com, call 443-579-5805 or email 

bmore.fit.studios@gmail.com. 

DUCKPIN BOWLING 
There are openings for youth duckpin-bowling leagues for 

ages 3-21 at various duckpin centers in Baltimore. Most 

programs run Saturday mornings and include bowling, shoe 

rental and coaching. For more information, visit ndya.org, 
call Stacy Karten at 410-356-0936 or “like” duckpin bowling at 
facebook.com/theduckpinnews.

 COMMUNITY BEAT

To submit your event listing to
Community Beat, visit

PressBoxOnline.com/Community
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“I think you could make the argument, if you 
wanted to grade based strictly on tools and 
position scarcity, and you didn’t care about 
any kind of performance [or] track record, you 
could probably put him right up near the top. 
I’d probably still take [Tampa Bay Rays short-
stop prospect] Wander Franco ... one, but you 
could probably argue just on pure tools Adley 
Rutschman two, I think. You’re talking about a 
switch-hitting catcher who tore up college base-
ball for two years in a row ... and we’re talking 
about a guy who can definitely catch, good 
receiver with a plus arm.”

- MLB Network and MLBPipeline.com analyst Jim Callis July 
10 on why Adley Rutschman may already be the second-best 
prospect in all of baseball 

“We’ve got to make it to the Super Bowl. Point 
blank. Period.”

- Ravens running back Gus Edwards July 17 on his expecta-
tions for the season

“Once I get back on the field and I’m playing 
at the level I was playing at in the preseason 
before everything happened, I think people 
are going to get back on my side and kind of 
understand why I was taken when I was taken. 
I’m going to continue to do what I do, and 
again, I don’t worry about it too much because 
I know how good I am on the football field. 
Once I get out there this year, I’m going to be 
able to cut it loose and get back to where I was 
and kind of take that next step.”

- Ravens tight end Hayden Hurst June 19 on looking to prove 
doubters wrong during his second season

“People put a lot of expectations on me, but I 
always feel like they’re not even close to the 
ones I put on myself. So, I think that makes it 
easier for me, just because I always stick to my 
goals and I know my processes. It’s always just 
to be the best person and best player I can be 
and work as hard as I can to get there. If I’m 
doing that, I don’t have to worry about any-
thing else. I’m probably harder on myself than 
anyone else is.”

- Orioles No. 1 pick Adley Rutschman July 9 on handling the 
pressure of being the “face of the franchise” immediately 
after being drafted

Listen to Glenn Clark Radio live from
Monday-Friday 10 a.m.-noon

GlennClarkRadio.com
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hen Maryland chose to 
hire Michael Locksley 
as football coach last 
December, there were a 
few folks, mostly outside 
of this area, who politely 
disagreed. 

Some did so because 
they believed Matt Canada had done 
enough as interim coach during a tumul-
tuous situation last season to warrant get-
ting a shot at the job full time. Others re-
membered Locksley’s disastrous tenure as 
coach at New Mexico and felt as though it 
was an albatross that should prevent him 
from ever becoming a college head coach 
again. 

But the rest of us knew the truth. The 
rest of us knew this was the ONLY hire 
Maryland could make. In the aftermath 
of a catastrophic 2018, the school was for-
tunate Locksley, a face-saving hire, was 
even still willing to take the job. An abun-

dance of former players, local high school 
coaches and just about anyone who actu-
ally knew a damn thing about Maryland 
football came out of the woodwork to cam-
paign for his hire. They knew that with all 
due respect to Canada, he couldn’t pos-
sibly have the impact in recruiting or un-
derstand the intricacies of the job the way 
Locksley could.

They knew that Locksley grew from his 
messy tenure with the Lobos. He didn’t run 
from it; he didn’t pretend like it never hap-
pened. Instead, he used it to better himself 
as a coach and a man -- so much so that 
he likely could have parlayed his success as 
offensive coordinator at Alabama into an 
even more significant head coaching post 
in another year or two. 

Yet he still cared so much about this 
area and this school that he decided to 
take on this nearly impossible job at this 
challenging time. Not only was Locksley 
the only hire Maryland could make, they 
were incredibly fortunate to be able to 
make it. 

Because Maryland got this right, there’s 
certainly been at least an amount of ex-
citement that has come along with Locks-
ley’s arrival. It’s not like the state has been 
engulfed in “Terps fever,” but at least an 
amount of hope exists today that did not 
previously. 

And with that in mind, this feels like a 
good time to get back to that word “im-
possible.” We cannot allow our excitement 
about a coaching hire, our belief in one 
man’s ability or our impressions of the 
early work he’s done in recruiting to let us 
forget just how difficult this situation is. 

This is a program that hasn’t produced 
an NFL quarterback since 2002 (Shaun 
Hill). Oddly enough, Locksley was a part 
of the offensive staff back then, too. To be 
fair, Maryland actually did recruit an NFL 
quarterback a few years back (Dwayne 
Haskins), but when the school didn’t hire 
Locksley to be its coach, the Terps lost 
Haskins to Ohio State. 

The job at Maryland isn’t just difficult, 
it’s more brutal than the average tempera-

ture during the State Fair. You know what 
Locksley is up against. The Yankees of the 
1920s think the Terps have to face a “Mur-
derers’ Row” within their own division. 

And as former football coach Ralph 
Friedgen has pointed out in recent in-
terviews, the school has only started to 
come around a bit in terms of working 
with the football program when it comes 
to small issues like scheduling athletes’ 
classes for times most conducive for 
the team. Let’s not forget that when 
Locksley recruits against other major 
programs, he also has to overcome the 
incredible amenities and decades of sig-
nificant history those programs can offer 
that he simply can’t. 

Locksley might be the best hire Mary-
land could have made, and perhaps the fit 
with Maryland might prove to be one of 
the great fits in the history of college foot-
ball. And yet, this still might prove to be a 
mountain too steep to climb. 

It’s not just that I can’t guarantee the 
Terps won’t have another losing season 
this year. It’s that I can’t guarantee they’ll 
absolutely beat Howard in Week 1. (I mean, 
I expect them to. But let’s not forget that 
Bison quarterback Caylin Newton, Cam’s 
younger brother, already has a win against 
an FBS team on his resume.)

The only thing I can guarantee is that in 
this moment, if anyone on the planet was 
capable of bringing respectability and per-
haps even prominence to Maryland foot-
ball, Locksley was the guy. I’ll hope for the 
best while keeping my expectations within 
reason. •

@PRESSBOXONLINE  |  PRESSBOXSPORTS  |    |  AUGUST 2019  |  37

 THE REALITY CHECK

  Glenn Clark

Michael Locksley Right Man To Lead 
Maryland Football, But Is That Enough?
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