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A Passion To Succeed
Now in his second year at Coppin State,  
former Maryland star Juan Dixon looks 
to return the program to its winning ways

BY STEVE GINSBURG | PAGE 16
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END OF AN ERA: 
THE BALTIMORE ORIOLES ANNOUNCED OCT. 3 THAT EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT OF BASEBALL OPERATIONS DAN DUQUETTE AND MANAGER BUCK SHOWALTER WOULD 
NOT RETURN FOR THE 2019 SEASON. THE ORIOLES WON THE MOST GAMES IN THE AMERICAN LEAGUE FROM 2012-2016, BUT THE CLUB SLUMPED TO 75-87 IN 2017 AND 
FINISHED A FRANCHISE-WORST 47-115 IN 2018.

OF THE MONTH
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his year marks the 35th 
anniversary of the Bal-
timore Orioles winning 
the 1983 World Series, 
the last time the Orioles 
won it all.

For me, 1983 was the 
most special season imaginable. It was 
the first season I had my own Saturday 
and Sunday postgame radio show on 
WFBR, which held the rights to Orioles 
games. To be in that spot and tap into 
the amazing current of electricity that 
existed in our community back then was 
almost magical.

In fact, during the early seasons of my 
show, I was downright cocky at times. A 
short anecdote might help explain just 
how “baseball-entitled” some of us felt 
back in the real era of Orioles magic. 

One day during the 1984 season, I dis-
tinctly remember doing a score update 
and I got to the Cleveland Indians score. 
It must have been late May or early June, 
and the Indians were losing a game and 
already well out of first place. 

Knowing the Indians were a perennial 
losing team -- one which hadn’t been to 
a World Series since 1954 -- I went on a 
riff about what it must be like to live in 
Cleveland. “How would you feel if you 
lived in Cleveland right now? And knew 
by June 15 every year that you had no 
chance at being a contender to get into 
the postseason?” 

Remember, this was 1984. The Orioles 

had just won their third World Series 
championship the previous season while 
appearing in their fifth World Series 
since 1966, a period of just 17 seasons. 
And even when the Earl Weaver-led Ori-
oles teams didn’t get to the postseason, 
they were almost always competitive and 
put the fear of God in the teams ahead of 
them in the standings.

The irony is that now the losing shoe is 
clearly on the other foot. Despite the “Why 
Not” season of 1989, the decent teams un-
der former manager Johnny Oates in the 
early 1990s, the near misses of 1996 and 
1997 and playing for an American League 
crown in 2014, it has now been 35 long 
summers since the Orioles last hoisted the 
Commissioner’s Trophy and Orioles fans 
could hoist a cold one in celebration.

I was 31 years old when the Orioles 
won in 1983. If you had told me the Ori-
oles wouldn’t hold the World Series tro-
phy again until after I turned 66, I’d have 
called you loco.

I probably attended easily 75 games in 
1983, and I sweated out all of the incred-
ible wins.

Right-hander Mike Boddicker start-
ed his first Orioles game ever during 
the nightcap of a doubleheader May 17, 
and I watched him shut out the Chicago 
White Sox, allowing just five hits. The 
next night, outfielder Dan Ford hit a 

solo home run -- the only hit of the night 
by the Orioles -- off of White Sox starter 
Richard Dotson as part of a 1-0 win. 

There was also the unforgettable 7-4 
win against the Toronto Blue Jays Aug. 

24, when shortstop Cal Ripken hit a 
game-tying home run on his birthday, in-
fielder Lenn Sakata came in to catch and 
left-hander Tippy Martinez picked off all 
three base runners in the top of the 10th 
inning after right-hander Tim Stoddard 
had allowed the go-ahead run.

The memories are flooding back as 
my fingers hit the keys. But what was 
equally as memorable is how -- after all 
the hard work the entire season -- the 
five-game series win against the Phila-
delphia Phillies in the World Series was 
almost anticlimactic. When the Phillies’ 
Garry Maddox hit that soft liner to Rip-
ken, who snagged it and jiggled his glove 
in triumph, the Orioles were the champi-
ons of the world.

In some ways, the Orioles’ current 
situation, with a total reorganization of 
baseball operations in full effect, is sim-
ply the club’s latest attempt to end a 
35-year drought of playing in a World Se-
ries. Explain to kids and young adults in 
Birdland that it wasn’t always this way 
in Baltimore and you’ll get more than a 
few raised eyebrows.

But the news that the Babe Ruth Mu-
seum and Sports Boosters of Maryland 
have combined forces to put together 
a 35th reunion of the 1983 World Series 
victory -- set to be held Nov. 14 -- might 
serve as some salve on the wounds of 
Orioles fans after the worst season of the 
club’s 65-year history in Baltimore.

Long-suffering Orioles fans can re-
turn to the team’s glory days by buying 
a ticket to the anniversary gala at the 
Renaissance Baltimore Harborplace Ho-
tel. Not only will you be supporting two 
great and important entities -- the Babe 
Ruth Museum and the Sports Boosters 
of Maryland -- but this has a chance of 
being a remarkable remembrance of the 
1983 season and an era of truly great 
baseball. Perhaps it’ll be a rededication 
by the Orioles and their fans to bonds 
that are especially necessary for a small-
to-mid-market team to succeed. Tickets 
are available at baberuthmuseum.org 
and sportsboosters.com.

So far, “An Evening With the ‘83 Ori-
oles” has booked the following players 
from the championship team: Eddie 
Murray, Ken Singleton, Al Bumbry, Jim 
Palmer, Gary Roenicke, Tippy Martinez, 
Storm Davis, “Disco” Dan Ford, Rich 
Dauer, Scott McGregor, Benny Ayala, 
John Stefero, Bill Swaggerty, John “T-
Bone” Shelby and Tito Landrum, the 
man who sent the team to the World Se-
ries with his American League Champi-
onship Series-clinching home run against 
the White Sox. Others scheduled to at-
tend are Charles Steinberg, Julie Wagner, 
Richie Bancells and Fred Manfra. •
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 ONE FAN’S OPINION

Remembering Orioles’ 
1983 World Series Run
  Stan “The Fan” Charles
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ave Patrick still rises most mornings and 
goes for a run, often a 3- to 5-mile jaunt 
through Rock Creek Park near his home in 
Bethesda, Md.

Sometimes someone will pass him, and 
Patrick will want to keep up, the youth-
ful competitor in him still bubbling to the 
surface. But Patrick has to remind himself 

that he is 72 now, nearly a half-century removed from his days 
as one of the top distance runners in the country.

Instead of running sub 4-minute miles, Patrick settles for 
times between 8 and 9 minutes and feeling pain-free once he 
is done.

“When people ask me, I tell them I run twice as hard and go 
half as fast,” the Kenwood (Md.) High School graduate said.

Fifty years ago, Patrick was one of the top distance runners 
in the country, an eight-time All-American for Villanova and a 
four-time national champion in the mile and half-mile.

He thought he had achieved his dream of qualifying for 
the U.S. Olympic team only to have the honor taken from him 
through a process that was later deemed unjust.

On June 30, 1968, Patrick won the U.S. Olympic Trials in 
the 1,500 meters at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum with 
a time of 3:43.6, thus securing a spot on the Olympic team for 
the Mexico City Games that were to be held that October. Or 
so he thought.

In Mexico City, the Olympics were going to unfold in high 
attitude for the first time. Some on the U.S. Olympic Commit-
tee felt the September trials in Lake Tahoe, Nev., would pro-
duce the best field of distance runners to handle such condi-
tions.

Less than two weeks before the start of the September 
trials, the committee voted to throw out the results of the Los 
Angeles trials. The top three in Lake Tahoe in the 1,500 would 
now comprise the team that represented the U.S. in the event.

Patrick hadn’t been training to run his best time in Tahoe. 
He had passed on running in championship races in Britain 
because he wanted to reach his peak in October at the Mexico 
City Games.

Now with no recourse -- his coach was not present at the 
committee meeting to speak on his behalf -- Patrick was on 
the starting line in Lake Tahoe feeling as unprepared as he 
ever had for a high-level race.

“It felt like being in the wrong place at the wrong time,” 

Patrick said. “Physically, I knew I wasn’t at my best. Mentally, 
I knew I was nowhere near my best. I remember being unsure 
of what to do or how to run that race. That had never hap-
pened to me before.”

Patrick came about running by chance. At Kenwood High, 
Patrick was preparing to play soccer. But during a gym class, 
he won a 1-mile race by 200 to 300 yards with a time of 5:30.

“It was the first time I ever did it,” he said.
Patrick’s older brother, Leonard, a state champion in the 

half-mile for Kenwood who later earned a running scholar-
ship at the University of Maryland, convinced Dave that cross 
country should be his sport.

For his first race, Patrick was surprised to learn he’d be 
competing on the Varsity A level. His brother told him not to 
worry. He could win the race.

“For some reason, I believed him,” Patrick said.
The gun sounded and Patrick led the race comfortably 

from start to finish. A star and an Olympic dream were born.
Now, it was Sept. 14, 1968, two days before the finals of the 

Lake Tahoe trials. Still confident he would find his way back 
onto the team, Patrick wrote a letter home to his parents and 
enclosed $100 to put toward the trip to Mexico City.

But Patrick’s Olympic dream was ultimately dashed. He 
did not start the 1,500 at the Tahoe trials as fast as he nor-
mally did and ultimately finished fourth in 3:52. It was the only 
race he had lost all year.

“I thought it was a travesty. It never should have hap-
pened,” said Irv Hall, Patrick’s teammate at Villanova who 
went on to win the silver medal in the 110-meter hurdles at 
the Mexico City Games. “Dave had won the event at the initial 
Olympic Trials. He had already earned his way on to the team. 
I thought what happened to him was really not fair.”

Patrick had a difficult time dealing with the result. He 
stopped running for about a year. He turned down the chance 
to serve as an honorary marshal for the Special Olympics. He 
blamed himself for disappointing those close to him.

He taught high school for a year and then launched his ca-
reer in corporate sales.

“There was no way that would fly in this day and age. It 
wasn’t a fair vote,” Marcus O’Sullivan, a four-time Olympian 

for Ireland in the middle distance events who now serves as 
the director of track and field at Villanova, said of the deci-
sion to throw out the L.A. trials and make Patrick requalify 
for the team.

“You’d have attorneys fighting on your behalf. It was an in-
justice. This is a respectable organization, the United States 
Olympic Committee, that let the system fail.”

In 2008, at a Sheraton Hotel in Philadelphia, not far from 
the Penn Relays, there was a reunion of Villanova’s 1968 pow-
erhouse track team that produced five Olympians. Patrick 
helped put it together. Payton Jordan, the coach of the U.S. 
track team in ’68, was present.

Jordan was not present at the committee meeting to throw 
out the results of the L.A. trials. Otherwise, it might have 
turned out differently. He was out of the country at the time.

During the presentation, much to Patrick’s surprise, he 
was retroactively named to the Olympic team. The emotion 
came pouring out of him. Those who were present, including 
O’Sullivan, had tears in their eyes.

“I’ll never forget Payton Jordan, at 91 years of age, telling 
me, ‘There isn’t a day that goes by that I don’t think about the 
injustice that was perpetrated on you,’” Patrick said. “It was 
pretty touching.”

For Patrick, the moment finally provided some sort of clo-
sure for a wound that might never completely heal.

“I can forgive. But I can’t forget,” he said.

--Greg Swatek

Former Johns Hopkins 
Star Kyle Harrison 
Developing Next Wave 
Of Lacrosse Players

When Kyle Harrison walked onto the field for the kickoff 
weekend of the Charm City Youth Lacrosse League in Balti-
more this past spring, he was amazed to see hundreds of par-
ents and their children who had turned out for the event to 
learn how to play lacrosse.

Harrison, 35, is a decorated lacrosse player with 14 years of 
professional experience. He’s won a Major League Lacrosse 
title, played for the United States men’s lacrosse team and 
won an NCAA championship at Johns Hopkins University. He 
could have started coaching the kids right away, passing along 
his boundless knowledge of the game. 

Instead, he stood back and marveled at the enthusiasm 
of hundreds of elementary and middle school children from 
across Baltimore City as they were fitted for their helmets and 
pads and started picking up the basic elements of the game 
Harrison has played since he was 3 years old.

“For me, that opening weekend really made me feel good 
about being a part of Charm City and excited about the fu-
ture,” Harrison said. “I get there … and there are 700 people 
running around and I’m like, ‘Oh my gosh, this was not 
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Denied His Olympic Dream 50 Years 
Ago, Dave Patrick Still On The Move
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what I expected to walk into.’”
Just weeks prior, Harrison had been named the CEO 

and president of the Charm City Youth Lacrosse League, a  
nonprofit organization founded in 2009 by former Maryland 
attorney general Doug Gansler to expose Baltimore City  
children to the sport, which is played predominantly by 
white players.

According to the NCAA’s student-athlete data for the 
2016-17 school year, 84.1 percent of the 6,700 male and female 
Division I NCAA lacrosse players were white. Black players 
made up 3 percent of men and 2.7 percent of women. Factors 
like the high cost of equipment and a lack of adequate play-
ing fields in urban areas have contributed to this discrepancy.

“If you look at Baltimore, it’s played at all the private 
schools that surround Baltimore City, but there was never 
access to lacrosse for inner-city Baltimore … particularly 
African-American students and kids that live in the city,” 
Gansler said.

Being able to give back to the community where he was 
raised and help minority athletes succeed was a no-brain-
er, Harrison said. He has served as a board member of the 
league since 2016.

“This sport has provided every opportunity for me,” he 
said. “And obviously being a black kid from Baltimore, an or-
ganization that is charged with getting more minority players 
involved in the sport is something I am going to be drawn to.”

Harrison was born in Baltimore and played high school 
lacrosse at Friends School (Md.) before playing at Hopkins 
and winning the Tewaaraton Award as a senior in 2005. 
Growing up, he never considered that lacrosse was a mostly 
white-dominated sport because his father had played, he 
said. 

“In my head, black people played lacrosse because the guy 
that I looked at every day ... played and he was black,” he said. 
“It took a little while for me to wrap my head around that that 
wasn’t the case.”

Harrison’s father, Dr. Miles Harrison, was a part of the 
“Ten Bears” lacrosse team at Morgan State in the 1970s, the 
first all-black lacrosse team in the country.

Miles Harrison previously served as CCYLL’s board presi-
dent and is still a board member today.

Kyle Harrison was often the only black player on his youth 
and high school teams, but he knew he was starting to impact 
other young minority lacrosse players when some showed 
up at his games or wrote him letters telling him they were in-
spired by his play. 

“As I became a pro … being one of the lead voices in the 
conversation for inclusion and diversity in the sport is some-
thing I’m proud of and something I don’t take lightly,” he said.

In addition to exposure to lacrosse, Harrison said he wants 
to provide CCYLL athletes with education and mentoring op-
portunities.

In past years, prominent local figures like U.S. congress-
man Elijah Cummings (D-Md.) and former Baltimore Ravens 
tight end Ed Dickson have come to speak at CCYLL clinics 
-- and more speakers will be coming this year, Gansler said.

In 2018, 700 children ages 5 to 14 participated in the league, 
CCYLL executive director Artie West said. Fewer than 100 
boys signed up for weekend clinics during CCYLL’s first year. 
A girls’ program was soon created, and fall clinics and travel 

teams have also been added as the league has grown. 
CCYLL launched a program in October for athletes to at-

tend college practices at Goucher College, UMBC and Tow-
son University. The league has successfully placed several 
players at prominent private schools with renowned lacrosse 
programs, including Boys’ Latin School of Maryland, Gilman 
School and Concordia Prep. The league is also working to 
place girls in high school programs, West said.

Harrison shares the same vision.
“We’re looking to do really big things to [help kids] make 

elite club teams because now we’ve got high-level players,” 
Harrison said. “I hope when I’m 50 and we’re having these 
conversations, that’s not really a conversation anymore about 
getting black kids involved in the sport, it’s just that they play.”

--Brooks DuBose

Lydell Henry Looks To 
Impact Baltimore Youth 
Through Wrestling

Lydell Henry is looking to take his wrestling program for 
middle school kids -- Beat the Streets -- to the next level, but 
he needs a little help. 

The program began in 2011 as a way for middle schoolers in 
Baltimore City to learn life skills through wrestling. Beat the 
Streets aims to foster an environment that combines physi-
cal and mental development through a wrestling and tutoring 
program, as stated on the organization’s website.

“Wrestling is the hook,” Henry said. “You learn how to 
handle adversity, how to get back up off the mat after getting 
your butt kicked. We offer evidence-based, life-skills training 
and character-building exercises to apply to your life. The fo-
cus is on retention and to keep them wrestling through high 
school.”

Henry has expanded the program to 14 schools in the city, 
and 220 middle schoolers and 120 high school kids are partici-

pating. There is a season-ending eight-team tournament. He 
holds summer camps at Loyola University and Morgan State, 
where kids focus on STEM education and create innovation 
projects.

This summer, BTS held its first-ever father-son camp in 
rural Pennsylvania, and Penn State wrestler Bo Nickal, a two-
time NCAA champion at 184 pounds, offered instruction. 

Two wrestlers from the program are grappling for their 
college teams. Tyshaun Williams wrestles for Southern Illi-
nois University Edwardsville and Charles Griffin for Ellsworth 
Community College (Iowa).

Overall, the results have been excellent. 
“We are collecting the data,” he said. “Eighty-five percent 

of our students graduate from high school and go to college. 
They come back to work the summer camps.” 

But the father of four who resides in Baltimore’s Sand-
town-Winchester neighborhood is a one-man show. He drives 
wrestlers to the matches, arranges the weigh-ins, conducts 
the weigh-ins, referees the matches, breaks down the mats 
and sometimes takes the kids for something to eat and then 
home. He doesn’t have time left to run the nonprofit. 

“I’ve refereed every match -- for seven years. I might have to 
get a night job to pay the bills,” he said. “If I don’t do it, it isn’t 
going to get done. I’m just the glue. We need board members, 
time and money. We need to find people who can make a dif-
ference.” 

For now, the program is part of the city school budget at 
the majority of sites with volunteers and teachers coaching. 
That could change at any time. Among the schools involved 
are Cherry Hill Elementary/Middle School, Benjamin Ban-
neker, James McHenry and William Paca. Henry does have 
coaches at each of the 14 schools. This year the students will 
pay a fee of $25 to participate.  

“There is no guarantee that the funding will continue. At 
some schools, we find ways to be creative and partner. Coach-
es are the most valuable resource,” Henry said. “The schools 
give us a room and the mats. The kids go for it naturally. It’s 
the only combat sport in school.”

Henry wrestled at Dunbar, graduated in 1995 and went on 
to wrestle at Morgan State until the school dropped the pro-
gram one year later. Henry graduated with a degree in chem-
istry. He worked for biotech companies for a few years before 
launching BTS. 

Henry’s passion is infectious. A video on the BTS Face-
book page shows a boy with his wrestling ear guard on walk-
ing to school. Henry asks him, “Do you sleep with them on?”

“Yes,” the boy says. “I’m always prepared for wrestling.”
Henry is excited about the renovation of Cherry Hill El-

ementary/Middle School, which is part of Baltimore’s 21st 
Century School Buildings Plan. The new school will include a 
wrestling room. 

“Baltimore gets a bad rap. It’s in need of development. 
Trauma has impacted the children over generations,” Henry 
said. “I’m trying to do something valuable for the community.”

--Dean Smith
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epending on your point 
of view, legalized sports 
gambling in America 
has been moving at a 
brisk pace since the 
U.S. Supreme Court 
gave the green light 

in May 2018 for states to offer it, or the 
changes have been mostly unnoticeable.

If you’re a sports fan with betting in-
clinations in or near a state that’s flipped 
the switch on allowing sports gambling 
-- New Jersey, Delaware, West Virginia 
and Mississippi have recently joined Ne-
vada -- you now have some options in en-
livening your football weekends.

That would include Marylanders who 
are within a reasonable drive of the Dela-
ware Park casino about 90 minutes or so 
north of the Baltimore area.

However, if you’re not going out of 
your way to bet on sports, there prob-
ably hasn’t been any change in the way 
you enjoy the games.

At the business level, though, the 
movements have been startling.

FanDuel and DraftKings, two daily 
fantasy sports companies that came to 
prominence and occasional criticism in 

2015, have become major players in the 
sports gambling world.

Both have staked out turf in New Jersey. 
FanDuel has partnered with the 

Meadowlands Racetrack in North Jer-
sey. DraftKings is a partner with Resorts 
Casino in Atlantic City, N.J.

Ultimately, what the daily fantasy 
companies bring in a partnership with 
traditional gambling operators is an ex-
pertise in digital interaction with custom-
ers, especially younger ones in the millen-
nial and Generation Z demographic.

In the not-so-distant future, the real 
money in sports gambling is not going to 
be in customers walking up to a sports bet-
ting window at a casino and wagering on 
the Baltimore Ravens giving three points.

Instead, the big cash in sports betting 
will be in fans sitting at home -- smart-
phone or tablet in hand -- watching 
sports events on television (or on a mo-
bile device) and placing wagers during 
the course of the action. There’s no mys-
tery about that. In countries where legal 
sports wagering has been common for 
years, the evidence regarding the popu-
larity of online sports betting is evident.

The early numbers from New Jersey 
are confirmation of the financial poten-
tial in online sports betting. Let’s take a 

look at the sports wagering figures from 
August when there was no meaningful 
football action yet.

For traditional sports wagering, mean-
ing at the sports book counter, and 
through online sports betting, the total 
handle (all money wagered before win-
ners are paid) was about $95.6 million. Of 
that amount, about $21.7 million (more 
than 22 percent) was through cyberspace.

And this is still all brand new for New 
Jersey. Only a handful of casinos are 
aligned with online sports book opera-
tors so far. Imagine how those numbers 
will increase once the handle and reve-
nue numbers start rolling in from NFL 
games and when more Atlantic City casi-
nos get into the business

It is also understandable that sports 
fans have lots of questions, such as: 
“Hey, can I bet on the Ravens game on 
my smartphone?”

If you are physically located in New 
Jersey and you have set up an account 
with one of the legal sports books there, 
the answer is: Yes.

You don’t have to be a resident of New 
Jersey, but you and your smartphone/
tablet/computer must physically be in 
New Jersey.

For anyone wondering how they know 

where you are, be assured that in the 
21st century the technology known as 
geolocation is actually pretty standard stuff.

Meanwhile at macro business levels, 
the evolving relationship between sports 
and gambling has been startling.

For instance, the Dallas Cowboys 
now have an “official” casino sponsor. 
In September, the Cowboys announced 
their new business relationship with 
WinStar World Casino in Thackerville, 
Okla., about 85 miles north of the team’s 
stadium. And while the casino may be 
unfamiliar to many folks, it is by some 
measures the largest casino in the U.S., 
with 600,000 square feet of casino space.

When one considers the long-stand-
ing hostile relationship between the NFL 
and the gambling industry, such a deal 
between America’s Team and America’s 
biggest casino is stunning.

Prior to that, the NBA teamed up 
with MGM Resorts International for a 
partnership that involves a many-fac-
eted marketing and promotional effort. 
The NBA is also getting a reported $25 
million. The most recent promotion is 
one where fans get to pick one side or 
the other of the win-loss total for all 30 
teams in the league for the 2018-19 sea-
son. Get ’em all correct and you win $1 
million. Get 25 right and you win a $100 
gift certificate to the NBA Store. The 
contest had an Oct. 16 deadline.

Another MGM-associated plan afoot 
is a partnership with something called 
the Alliance of American Football, a yet-
to-play spring football league that’s all 
about gambling. 

It’s an intriguing experiment that mesh-
es new-age data collection with gambling.  
For instance, using sensors imbedded in 
equipment, a bettor may be able to wager 
on the velocity of a thrown football. 

It challenges one’s imagination why 
anyone would make such a bet, but it 
would appear this is a laboratory for 
where sports gambling is headed -- 
meaning real-time betting as the event is 
played utilizing instantly collected data. 
The initial word was the spring football 
league would have eight teams located in 
the West and the Sun Belt.

So, some of these recent develop-
ments are significant, such as the evo-
lution of online sports betting in New 
Jersey. Some may produce nothing but 
a few news articles. And exactly how 
quickly wagering becomes a driver in the 
sports universe is unclear. 

Much will depend on state legisla-
tures approving sports gambling in their 
states and on whether various sports 
gambling products appeal to the public. 
Also, unforeseen events -- say a betting 
scandal -- could affect the trajectory of 
sports wagering.

However, what should be crystal clear 
is that in time, gambling will undoubt-
edly reshape American spectator sports 
and redefine for many people what it 
means to be a fan. •

 MARYLAND
GAMING

  Bill Ordine

Startling Changes Afoot At 
Business Level Of Sports Gambling

D

FOLLOW THE RAVENS ALL SEASON LONG AT PRESSBOXONLINE.COM/RAVENS

AVENSC O V E R A G E

FOLLOW THE RAVENS ALL SEASON LONG AT PRESSBOXONLINE.COM/RAVENS

AVENSC O V E R A G E



NFL

MLB

NHL

NBA

Lacrosse

Soccer

College Sports

High School Sports

Sports Business

Casinos and Gaming

Fantasy Sports

Video

And More

NFL

MLB

NHL

NBA

Lacrosse

Soccer

College Sports

High School Sports

Sports Business

Casinos and Gaming

Fantasy Sports

Video

And More

PressBoxOnline.comPressBoxOnline.comPressBoxOnline.com
Baltimore Sports. Period.Baltimore Sports. Period.

PRESENTED BY: 

PLUS, CHECK OUTPLUS, CHECK OUT
PressBoxDC.comPressBoxDC.comPressBoxDC.com

D.C. Sports. Period.D.C. Sports. Period.

All Updated. All Relevant.All Updated. All Relevant.



FOOTBALL
FANTASY

FOOTBALLFOOTBALL
FANTASY

FOOTBALL

• Complete player rankings
• Weekly player updates with Sit ‘em, 

Start ‘em suggestions
• Live updates online every Sunday 

from 10 a.m. - noon

            ALL AT 

WITH KEN ZALIS 
          AND THE NFL CHICK

With Fantasy Football Expert

KEN ZALIS

DOMINATE
 YOUR

   LEAGUE
DOMINATE
     League

Sponsored By

PressBoxOnline.comPressBoxOnline.com

10 Questions With

10  |  OCTOBER 2018  |    |  PRESSBOXSPORTS  |  @PRESSBOXONLINE

Ravens Punter Sam Koch
By Bo Smolka

What is your favorite “guilty” food?
Pizza

What is a bucket-list place you’ve never been?
That’s a good question. I don’t travel much. Maybe Aruba.

Who was your favorite sports star when you were a kid?
Joe Montana

What was your favorite sports team growing up?
Kansas City Chiefs

If you weren’t an NFL player, what would be your dream 
job?
Probably construction

On a scale of 1 (terrible) to 10 (great), how good of a 
cook are you?
I’d say I’m a 7 on grilling.

What’s your favorite movie of all time?
I’d say it’s “Training Day” with Samuel L. Jackson.

Do you have any pets?
We have two farm cats. ... My daughter named them Louie 
and Gucci.

What is your favorite road city?
Honestly, I’d say Pittsburgh. The whole atmosphere.

What is your favorite thing about Baltimore?
I like how you can go down and be in the city, and yet I get 
the resemblance of being back in Nebraska out in Carroll 

County, and I love how it’s so much like a farm community out there.
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inebacker Kenny Young’s route to the 
Baltimore Ravens began near Ed Reed’s 
hometown and continued at Jonathan 
Ogden’s alma mater, the voice of Ray 
Lewis driving him onward through it all. 

Maybe that’s why Young, sitting at his 
locker in the Ravens’ facility before a re-

cent practice, gives off the relaxed vibe of someone wiser 
than his 23 years who is exactly where he was meant to be 
-- although it took moving 2,000 miles from home to figure 
that out.

“I’m just starting my road, my journey here in the NFL, 
and I want it to be a long, prosperous career,” said Young, 
an athletic freak and introspective philosopher molded 
into a chiseled 6-foot-1, 234-pound frame. 

For Young, the journey has included long training runs 
along the Louisiana levees with motivational speeches 
from Lewis blaring through his headphones. But it began 
way back in rec league ball, when he told his adoptive fa-
ther, who was also his coach, to play him in the middle of 
the defense so he could “make all the plays.”

“On offense I was an offensive lineman,” Young said, 
breaking into a broad smile, “so I got my shine in on de-
fense.”

Young, an inside linebacker, is getting his shine in as a 
rookie with the Ravens, too. Though there’s plenty of sea-
son remaining, Young is looking like one of the steals of the 
draft as a fourth-round pick, and he is on his way to having 
the biggest impact of any member of the Ravens’ 12-man 
rookie class this season. 

Young earned his first career start in Week 3 when 
Pro Bowl linebacker C.J. Mosley was sidelined by a bone 
bruise in his knee, but even after Mosley returned, Young 
remained in the starting lineup, essentially beating out 
Patrick Onwuasor with physical play and speed to the ball. 
Through the first five games, Young was tied for second on 
the team with 24 tackles.

“He’s not scared to make a mistake,” Ravens head 
coach John Harbaugh said, “and he’s willing to play fast 
even if he does make a mistake. ... He might not be perfect-
ly where he’s supposed to be, but that willingness to play 
fast overcomes it, and you go make a good football play.”

Veteran linebacker Terrell Suggs has also been im-
pressed with Young’s nonstop motor.

“When you have a young dog that can run like he can 
run and just go, everything else can be corrected,” Suggs 
said. “We like you if you can just go and run and go make 
plays and go wreak havoc. Everything else can be coached. 
We like that kind of dog in him.”

Young pointed out with a chuckle that despite his as-
cent up the depth chart, veterans such as Suggs still make 
sure Young knows he’s a rookie. 

“I embrace that,” he said. “You’re only a rookie once. 
How that makes me feel now, I won’t be able to feel like 
that ever again.”

Introspective answers are common from Young, a four-
star recruit coming out of Louisiana football powerhouse 
John Curtis Christian School. Young admitted he chose 
UCLA over other programs closer to home in part because 
he wanted to “be different, and get more out of college than 
the average kid.” He ended up competing for the UCLA 
debate team in addition to the football team. 

Young explained that a communications professor first 
steered him toward the debate team, and he quickly took 
to it.

By then, Young was eyeing a professional football ca-
reer, and he figured public speaking skills honed in debate 
would translate well to public life as a professional athlete.

Plus, he said, he stays abreast of current events, and “I 
just like to argue.”

One of Young’s toughest debates took place in his own 
mind as he wrestled with the idea of spurning LSU -- which 
was about 75 miles from his hometown of Boutte, La., and 
had also offered him a scholarship -- to sign with UCLA.

“I was scared as hell the night before National Signing 
Day. I really was,” Young said. “I didn’t know if I was mak-
ing the right choice. ...  I was second-guessing it.”

At one point during the recruiting process, Young fig-
ured he would end up at LSU, because, as he put it, “It’s 
LSU. Why would you leave?”

But in addition to being open to the idea of new chal-
lenges and opportunities, Young had pragmatic reasons 
as well: He had done his research and saw a chance to play 
right away for the Bruins. 

“It took some guts to do that, to leave Louisiana and 
go 2,000 miles to the West Coast,” Young said. “That was 
hard, but that’s what grownups do. That’s what a man 
does, he makes big-time decisions. Just roll with it and live 
with no regret. 

“I made the most of the opportunity,” he added, “and it 
was the best decision.”

Thinking back to that time five years later, Young said, 
“I realize I was supposed to feel those emotions at that 
particular time, because look at it now.”

Young indeed worked his way into the starting lineup as 
a freshman at UCLA, and he ended up starting 42 games 
during four seasons with the Bruins. He was named First-
Team All-Pac 12 as a senior, when he was also one of 30 
nominees for the Senior CLASS Award, which recognizes 
excellence in the classroom, community, character and 
competition among Division I football players. 

The Ravens selected Young with their second pick in 
the fourth round -- making Young the Ravens’ first draft 
pick from UCLA since their very first one, Ogden. (Re-
ceiver Jordan Lasley quickly became the third, taken one 
round after Young.) 

Young said after the draft he was thrilled to join the 
organization known for tenacious defense led by Lewis. As 
a bonus, he was on the field for the Hall of Fame Game in 
Canton, Ohio, when Lewis was introduced as one of the 
2018 inductees.

“I try to model my game after him so much,” Young 
said, before shaking his head and breaking out into a big 
smile, “and I couldn’t do it ’cause it’s so damn hard, right?”

It’s unclear what trajectory Young’s career will take, 
but it’s easy to see him being a force in the middle of the 
Ravens’ defense for the next few years. 

“I just love the game,” Young said. “It’s not about the 
money. It’s not about the league I’m in. I just have a spirit 
and passion for this game that I don’t think will ever die.”

“This is not even close to where I’m going to be in anoth-
er five or 10 years,” he added. “The journey’s beautiful.” •
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Ravens Linebacker Kenny Young 
Launches What He Hopes Is 
‘Long, Prosperous Career’
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This month marks the 35th anniversary of 
the Baltimore Orioles defeating the Philadel-
phia Phillies in the 1983 World Series. 

The story of the 1983 Orioles was truly their 
unlikely heroes. Catcher Rick Dempsey was the 
World Series MVP. Outfielder Jim Dwyer hit a 
home run in the first inning of Game 1, outfielder 
John Lowenstein had a home run in Game 2 and 
“Disco” Dan Ford homered in Game 3. Pitching 
heroes Mike Boddicker, Storm Davis and Scott 
McGregor weren’t All-Stars that season. 

As if that weren’t enough, outfielder Tito 
Landrum hit the home run to clinch the Amer-
ican League Championship Series, and even 
catcher John Stefero had a critical, game-win-
ning hit during a comeback win against the 
Milwaukee Brewers in September. 

So to honor the 1983 Orioles, this month we 
look at the 15 (other) most unlikely heroes in 
Baltimore sports history. Who are the athletes 
whose performance in certain moments was 
far more significant than the totality of their 
careers?

 

MARYLAND LINEBACKER 
LEROY AMBUSH
Ambush had a decent career at Maryland, but 

he wrote his name in the history books thanks to a huge 
hit against North Carolina State running back T.A. Mc-
Clendon in 2003. The hit forced a fumble that Maryland re-
covered with 1:50 remaining in the game, giving the Terps 
a miraculous opportunity to rally and win, punching their 
ticket to the Gator Bowl. Former Maryland head coach 
Ralph Friedgen described it as “one of the great plays in 
Maryland football history.”

 ORIOLES INFIELDER 
ROBERT ANDINO
“The Curse of the Andino,” indeed. In Septem-

ber 2011, we had no idea how things would change for the 
Orioles as a franchise. So when Andino’s base hit to end 
Game 162 kept the Boston Red Sox out of the playoffs, it 
felt like it might be one of the more significant baseball 
moments we’d witness for some time.

 ORIOLES THIRD BASEMAN 
DOUG DECINCES
You know the phrase “Orioles Magic,” but if 

you’re of a younger age you may not know it was a walk-
off home run from DeCinces -- who was never an All-Star 
during nine years with the Orioles -- to beat the Detroit 
Tigers in June 1979 that became “the night Orioles Magic 
was born.” 

MARYLAND GUARD/FORWARD 
MIKE GRINNON
Inexplicably, the unassuming Grinnon is the 

answer to the trivia question, “Who is the only player in 
Maryland history to win the NCAA Tournament and ACC 
Tournament?” He scored just 46 total points during his ca-
reer, none bigger than the two free throws he made in over-
time to clinch the 2004 ACC Tournament title win against 
Duke. 

RAVENS CORNERBACK 
COREY GRAHAM AND 
RECEIVER JACOBY JONES

Both players were pretty solid contributors for the Ravens’ 

2012 Super Bowl championship team (Jones more as a re-
turner than a receiver). But neither will be forgotten for 
their game-changing plays during the Ravens’ 2012 AFC 
divisional round win in Denver against the Broncos. Jones, 
of course, hauled in the “Mile High Miracle” touchdown 
catch at the end of the fourth quarter. Graham intercept-
ed Broncos quarterback Peyton Manning twice during the 
game, the second of which set up the overtime game-win-
ner from Ravens kicker Justin Tucker. 

COLTS WIDE RECEIVER 
EDDIE HINTON
Hinton had just one season of 500-plus receiving 

yards during his four years with the Baltimore Colts, but in 
December 1972 he provided Baltimore fans a major thrill. 
Johnny Unitas came off the bench to replace an injured 
Marty Domres in what would be Unitas’ final home game 
at Memorial Stadium. Hinton took a pass from Unitas and 
turned upfield for 63 yards to give Unitas a touchdown on 
his final pass as a Colt. 

MARYLAND CENTER 
MIKE MARDESICH
The big man averaged just 3.7 points per game 

during his Terrapins career, but he had a game to remem-
ber against North Carolina in January 1998. Then a fresh-
man, Mardesich was pressed into extended duty due to 
foul trouble. He scored the late basket to force overtime, 
played the entire overtime period and finished with 12 
points and nine rebounds to help Maryland take down the 
No. 1 team in the country.

 COLTS QUARTERBACK 
TOM MATTE
Matte was a two-time Pro Bowler as a running 

back, but he is perhaps best remembered for a three-game 
stretch in 1965 when he played quarterback due to injuries 
to Unitas and Gary Cuozzo and famously donned a wrist-
band that included a list of plays. Matte managed to beat 
the Los Angeles Rams and nearly took down the Green 
Bay Packers in the playoffs. The Colts lost on a very con-
troversial made field goal. 

RAVENS SAFETY 
ANTHONY MITCHELL AND 
DEFENSIVE END KEITH WASHINGTON

The divisional round has produced the most memorable 
moments in Ravens history, including the previously men-
tioned “Mile High Miracle.” In January 2001, the Ravens’ 
divisional round win against the Tennessee Titans includ-
ed Ray Lewis’ legendary takeaway from Titans running 
back Eddie George and ensuing touchdown. But it also 
included Washington’s block of an Al Del Greco field goal, 
which Mitchell returned for a score to break what was a 
10-10 tie at that point.

COLTS KICKER 
JIM O’BRIEN
During his four-year NFL career, O’Brien made 

just 60 of 108 field-goal attempts (55.5 percent). He even 
had an extra-point attempt blocked during Super Bowl V 
in January 1971. But he would prove to be the game’s hero, 
connecting on a 32-yard field goal to clinch the 16-13 win 
against the Dallas Cowboys. 

ORIOLES INFIELDER 
JEFF REBOULET
If you looked up “journeyman” in a baseball 

dictionary, you may well see a picture of the 12-year vet-
eran. Reboulet was a career .240 hitter who had 20 home 
runs total during his career. But he’s best remembered for 
a stunning home run in October 1997, as he took Hall of 
Fame left-hander Randy Johnson deep during the first in-
ning of the Orioles’ division series-clinching win against 
the Seattle Mariners. 

ORIOLES PITCHER 
JOE SAUNDERS
Saunders went 9-13 with a 4.07 ERA while pitch-

ing for the Arizona Diamondbacks and Orioles during the 
2012 regular season. But Orioles manager Buck Showalter 
gave him the ball to start the American League Wild Card 
Game in Texas against the Rangers that October. Saun-
ders allowed just one run during 5.2 innings in lifting the 
Birds to their first playoff win in 15 years. 

MARYLAND GUARD/FORWARD 
CLIFF TUCKER
When a last-second heave in February 2010 ap-

peared to beat Georgia Tech, it made sense that the shot 
was taken by Maryland superstar Greivis Vasquez. But 
when the shot was waved off because Maryland had called 
a timeout, no one could have scripted what would come 
next. Tucker, who averaged just 6.0 points per game dur-
ing four years with the Terps, hit a stunning buzzer-beat-
er to clinch the win, one of the most memorable shots in 
Maryland history. 

 NAVY SAFETY 
RAM VELA
The Midshipmen had lost 43 straight games to 

Notre Dame coming into their November 2007 matchup 
in South Bend, Ind. That streak may well have continued 
had it not been for Vela’s stunning fourth quarter “Super-
man” sack of Fighting Irish quarterback Evan Sharpley, for 
which he literally leaped entirely over a blocker to make the 
fourth-down stop and force overtime. Navy would ultimate-
ly win, 46-44. 

ORIOLES DESIGNATED HITTER 
DELMON YOUNG
We all remember it. It was the loudest moment in 

Camden Yards history. In October 2014, Young’s bases-clear-
ing double in the bottom of the eighth completed an improb-
able come-from-behind win against the Tigers and delivered 
the Orioles a win in Game 2 of the ALDS. •

UNLIKELY BALTIMORE 
SPORTS HEROES

[ by glenn clark  |  pressbox is available every month on the 15th ]
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A Passion 
To Succeed
BY STEVE GINSBURG

uan Dixon speaks softly but with unflappable conviction in describ-
ing the blueprint for the resurrection of the Coppin State men’s bas-
ketball program.

“We’re just going to go into every game with the mindset that we’re going 
to compete and we’re going to defend and whatever happens, happens,” he 
said. “We’re extremely confident as a staff, as a program, that we can go out 
and surprise a lot of teams.”

The Eagles were 5-27 last year and have had losing records in 13 of the 
past 14 seasons. But Dixon, in his second season as the team’s head coach, 
has conquered adversity at every stage of his life.

He’s not the kind of guy who has the patience for a drawn-out rebuilding 
process. However, the Baltimore native -- who was raised in the shadow of 
Coppin State -- recognizes his instruction goes well beyond the scoreboard.   

He has a tough job, 
there’s no doubt 
about it. But Juan 
never walked away 
from anything in  
his life, so I know 
he can get it done. 
— Former Maryland head coach Gary Williams

J
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“We’ve put together a great ballclub in our second year 
at Coppin,” Dixon said. “Every day we go about teaching 
our guys what we expect from them when it comes to aca-
demics, being a good person, and of course, what we expect 
of them on the court.

“We’re teaching them how this game is played at the 
highest level.”

The 2018-19 season will be Dixon’s third as a head coach. 
A year before arriving at Coppin, he coached the University 
of District of Columbia women to a 3-25 record.

Many fledgling head coaches with an overall record of 
8-52 would be nervous about their job status. But Coppin 
athletic director Derek Carter knows Dixon, with his rich 
legacy in Maryland, is the perfect fit for the 3,000-student 
Baltimore school.

It wasn’t always that way. When Carter was searching for 
a new head coach, Dixon was not among the contenders.

“Any time you’re preparing for a change in the head 
coaching positions in one of your programs, you formulate 
a short list of potential candidates,” Carter said. “As the 
course of the search played out, after sitting down and talk-
ing to Juan, he quickly rose to the top of my list.”

A TERRAPIN TERROR
Dixon guided the University of Maryland to its first 

and only national title in men’s basketball in 2002 as a 
shooting guard. He later played in the NBA for seven sea-
sons. While Carter knew Dixon’s resume would play well 
with potential recruits, he was more impressed with his 
demeanor.

“What attracted me most was his intensity and his pas-
sion for success,” he said. “That correlates with the success 
that he’s had in his life, particularly athletically. It was clear 
that the determination that he brings -- the desire to suc-
ceed -- was very attractive to us.”

The path of Dixon’s life played out like a Hollywood 
script, tragic and triumphant.

His parents, Phil and Juanita Dixon, were heroin ad-
dicts and died of AIDS-related illnesses before Juan turned 
17, and he was then raised by his grandparents. By that 
time, Dixon was a star for Calvert Hall College, a private 
Catholic high school in Towson, Md., with a basketball-rich 
tradition.

Mark Amatucci, Dixon’s coach at Calvert Hall, said it’s 
“just an incredible story.”

“When you lose both of your parents within a year and a 
half, that’s something that a lot of teenagers never recover 
from,” he said. “Because of his determination and his re-
silience to deal with those tragedies -- along with all of the 
support he got from his family -- it’s just amazing what he 
was able to accomplish.”

Amatucci has a book coming out next month, "No 
Limits," with an entire chapter, "probably the longest 

one," he said, devoted to Dixon.
“People ask me, ‘Is he going to get the job done down 

there [at Coppin]?,’” said Amatucci, who left coaching in 
2012 after 19 years and 389 wins at Calvert Hall. “There’s no 
doubt he will be successful. Juan is relentless with making 
this work. He’s passionate. He cares about the kids. And 
beyond that, he’s got a great basketball IQ.”

But his on-the-court prowess is just part of the story. 
Recruiting? No problem, Amatucci said.

“He’s got the famous Juan Dixon smile,” Amatucci not-
ed with a chuckle. “He could charm anybody into buying 
whatever he’s selling. He gets out and he hustles. I know 
Juan. I’m very confident that he’s going to make his mark 
there. He’s going to continue to rise up the ladder in terms 
of college basketball coaching.”

While Dixon was a familiar face around Baltimore dur-
ing his high school days, it wasn’t until he arrived at College 
Park, Md., in 1999 that his smile -- and his jump shot -- be-
came so beloved around the state. Sporting a slight 6-foot-3, 
165-pound frame, Dixon had his share of non-believers as 
a freshman.

WILLIAMS IS A BELIEVER
But former Maryland head coach Gary Williams knew 

early on he had something special.
“Not only did he have to overcome the adversity with his 

family situation, most people thought he was too small to 
play in the ACC or play for Maryland,” Williams said. “Juan 
always had that ability to use that type of thing to his advan-
tage, to motivate himself to do what he could.”

By the time Dixon left the school in 2002, he was not only 
the Terrapins’ all-time leading scorer, he was “arguably the 
best player in the history of Maryland basketball,” Williams 
said.

“As a coach, he’s going to be very successful at Coppin,” 
predicted Williams, who led Maryland from 1989-2011 and 
was inducted into the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall 
of Fame in 2014. “It takes time, and it’s not an easy job. At 
the same time, Juan has the ability to put what made him a 
good player into making him a good coach. That’s crucial.”

Williams said sometimes “the really good players -- in all 
sports -- don’t become good coaches.”

He referred to Hall of Famer Jerry West’s tenure as the 
Los Angeles Lakers’ head coach from 1976-1979.

“He was such a great player, it was hard for him to coach 
players with less talent than he had. Juan understands what 
you can achieve through motivation and through working 
really hard.

“That’s every step of the way for him, getting to high 
school, doing what he did at Maryland, to playing in the 
NBA. There was always that negative because he was 
small. Juan can communicate. It’s the key to coaching be-

cause you can really know basketball but if you can’t get it 
through to your players then it doesn’t matter.”

DIXON LEANS ON FATHER
If Dixon’s life story wasn’t complicated enough, in 2016 

he found out Phil Dixon was not his biological father. Bruce 
Flanigan had dated Juanita, and she had given birth to 
their son -- but never told Flanigan.

Dixon said he and Flanigan have forged a relationship 
that’s been invaluable to him. He also has a close relation-
ship with the two children he had with Robyn Bragg Dixon, 
an actress on Bravo’s “Real Housewives of Potomac,” from 
whom he is now divorced.

Flanigan accompanies his son on recruiting trips in Bal-
timore and attends many of Coppin’s home games.

“It’s given me a better understanding [of] how every-
thing came about,” Dixon said of finding his biological fa-
ther. “What my dad brings to the table is a male figure that 
I can lean on for advice. His wisdom and his experience in 
life allows me to become a better man, a better father.

“I’m excited that my dad is a part of my life, but most 
importantly I’m thrilled that my sons get an opportunity to 
get to know their grandfather.”

Dixon is so popular in Baltimore he could probably run 
for mayor, as his aunt, Sheila Dixon did in 2007 -- and won. 
Though basketball fans around the nation remember the 
2002 NCAA Tournament when Dixon was named the Most 
Outstanding Player, the athletes he’s recruiting now were 
too young to recall the sight of him tossing the ball in the 
air as the clock ticked down to zero in the title game.

Coppin senior forward Chad Andrews-Fulton said de-
spite not seeing Dixon play in college he was aware of him 
from his reputation.

“I knew of him, just being a fan of basketball,” he said. 
“When I told my dad Juan Dixon was the coach he said, 
‘Really? From Maryland?’ Oh yeah, he was surprised. But 
he was definitely excited. He said it will be great for Coppin 
and great for me.”

ROUGH ROAD
Coppin has a punishing schedule this season that includes 

eight teams that played in postseason tournaments last 
year, including five squads that played in the NCAA Tourna-
ment. The Eagles’ first eight games are on the road, featuring 
matchups against traditional powers Wisconsin, Virginia and 
Dayton.

Their first home game will be Dec. 3 against UMBC, which 
burst onto the national stage last season when it became the 
first No. 16 seed to defeat a No. 1 seed in the NCAA 
Tournament. Those games will provide good experi-
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ence for the Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference season, Wil-
liams said.

“He has a tough job, there’s no doubt about it,” he said. 
“But Juan never walked away from anything in his life, so I 
know he can get it done. He would be making great strides if 
he won more games than last year. Every situation is different 
in coaching.

“That’s the unfair part of coaching. Some jobs, basically, 
you can just roll in for practice, and everybody does everything 
else for you in terms of administrative work and getting your 
recruiting ready. Coppin doesn’t have that luxury. Juan has to 
do a lot of those things.”

Fang Mitchell, who coached the Coppin men’s team from 
1986-2014, said Dixon has a challenging job ahead.

“The biggest problem is money at Coppin,” he said. “There’s 
not enough of it to recruit with. The other issue is for them to 
maintain other sports programs, they have to gather money. 
That means the schedule that Juan has to play will be very dif-
ficult for him to be successful, even to the point of being .500.”

Mitchell, a three-time MEAC Coach of the Year who had 
losing records during nine of his last 10 seasons at Coppin, said 

it seems like the team is “always on the road” because of the 
payout given to visiting teams in non-league games.

“A lot of times you’re playing against the major programs 
in places that are very difficult to win,” he said. “The kids enjoy 
playing the big schools, but winning is winning. Your chances 
are minimal. If you win one of those games you’re happy. That’s 
what they call ‘the upset.’ But how many upsets will there be?”

Mitchell did, however, praise Coppin for hiring Dixon.
“He’s known not just in the area but throughout the coun-

try,” Mitchell said. “He has an opportunity to recruit quality 
people. If anybody can win at Coppin, it would be him.”

After his senior year at College Park where he was a consen-
sus first-team All American, Dixon was drafted by the Wash-
ington Wizards with the 17th pick in the NBA Draft and played 
three years for the Wizards. He went on to play for the Portland 
Trail Blazers, Toronto Raptors and Detroit Pistons before re-
turning to the Wizards for the 2008-09 season and then heading 
to Europe for three years to close out his pro career.

Scoring an NBA career-best 12.3 points per game during his 
one year with Portland, Dixon finished with an average of 8.4 
points per game.

However, Dixon, who graduated from Maryland in 2013 
with a degree in family science, will best be remembered for 
being the catalyst during the Terrapins’ championship run in 
the NCAA Tournament.

‘BRIGHT LIGHT’
Amatucci, who coached Loyola College in Baltimore for 

seven seasons in the 1980s before returning to the Calvert Hall 
bench, said Dixon on the sidelines at Coppin is a gift for the 
area.

“With all of the negative things that are happening in the 
city, he is a bright light,” he said. “Last year his picture was on 
billboards everywhere in West Baltimore. Once he gets it going, 
it’s going to be lightning in a bottle. There’s absolutely no doubt 
in my mind.”

Amatucci said the Coppin administration is “100 percent 
supportive” of Dixon’s desire to get the program back to the 

glory days of the late 1980s and early 1990s when the Eagles 
had 11 straight winning seasons.

“Even though they only won five games last year, that could 
have easily been 10 or 11 because a lot of the losses were down 
in the last two minutes when it didn’t go his way,” he said. 
“With the team he had last year, what he accomplished was 
amazing.”

Carter, who became the Coppin athletic director in 2016, 
said Dixon’s diligence on and off the court provides valuable 
lessons.

“Everyone has a story,” he said. “And his is unique. He has 
many life lessons that come along with that story. It’s impor-
tant that he’s willing to share his successes and, at times, fail-
ures. Those are the things that you can instill in the young men 
on our basketball team. His goal is to make them better people 
along with improving basketball.”

Coppin, a historically black university, has had one winning 
season since the 2003-04 campaign, a 16-14 record in 2010-11. Un-
daunted, Dixon cannot wait for the season to begin.

“It’s exciting,” Dixon said. “This is my journey, how every-
thing has come full circle. I was born and raised three min-
utes from the Coppin State campus. So it’s great for me to be 
in a position where I can give back to the community, help 
young men develop and show people that the school has a 
new vision.”

In some ways, this season could be considered the first 
year of the Dixon era. Four players used up their eligibil-
ity last season and two transferred out, allowing Dixon to 
bring in five new players, including 7-foot center Brendan 
Medley-Bacon from Baltimore’s Archbishop Curley High 
School.

Dixon knows it’s unlikely Coppin will challenge for an 
NCAA title but acknowledges basketball is just one part of 
the college experience.

“Every day we’re striving to make Coppin great,” Dixon 
said. “We want to show local recruits that you can have a 
great college experience. You can learn high-level basket-
ball. And most importantly, you’re going to be prepared for 
life after college at Coppin State.” •
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ate in the season, Trey Mancini lined a 
single through the infield and clapped 
his hands once he reached first base.

The Orioles were already staring 
down the barrel of the worst season in 
franchise history, but that didn’t temper 
Mancini’s enthusiasm.

As the Orioles begin to rebuild the franchise with a new 
general manager and manager, Mancini will remain a vital 
part of the process moving forward.

“Trey is just such a grinder. Trey is a winning player,” 
former Orioles manager Buck Showalter said. “He under-
stands the grind and he embraces it. That’s why guys like 
him -- [in] the situation we’re in -- do well because they 

embrace the things that separate you. Whether he’s hit-
ting .290 or .240, he’s always going to be engaged in the 
competition.”

Mancini struggled throughout parts of the 2018 season, 
but he finished strong. He finished the year batting .242 
and tied with former Orioles shortstop Manny Machado 
for the club lead in home runs (24). Mancini also had 58 
RBIs and led the team with three triples. His 141 hits were 
second behind outfielder Adam Jones. 

He was the consummate solid teammate throughout 
the Orioles’ struggles this season. 

“We all want to go out every day and do well for the 
team first, and then on a personal level you want to go out 
and get results that you worked hard for,” Mancini said.  

Mancini showed he can battle through adversity after 
batting just .216 at the All-Star break. It was a far cry from 
the player who finished third in voting for the American 

League Rookie of the Year in 2017. 
However, Mancini worked in the batting cage and fo-

cused more on driving the ball. As a result, he became a 
key contributor during the second half of the season. 

“He’s one of those rare guys that’s done it at every level, 
and one of the things you get from that when you have a 
little tough spell, you know what you’re capable of,” Show-
alter said. “He’s always on. You know what you’re going 
to get from him every game. He’s a real trustworthy guy.”

While some players might have sulked with the strug-
gles at the plate and number of losses continuing to pile 
up, Mancini stayed focused. He moved around the lineup 
and split time in the outfield and at first base when strug-
gling first baseman Chris Davis was benched and veteran 
outfielder/designated hitter Mark Trumbo was lost for the 
season with a knee injury. 

Next year, there are questions as to what position Man-
cini might play. 

The Orioles have several young outfielders who will 
be pushing for playing time in 2019. That group includes 
Cedric Mullins, DJ Stewart, Joey Rickard, John Andreoli, 
Austin Hays and Anthony Santander. This means Mancini 
could benefit most at first base, but Davis’ massive con-
tract means he will likely get an opportunity to rebound 
from the .168 batting average he posted in 2018, the lowest 
mark by a qualifying hitter in major league history.

However, the Orioles will certainly find a place for Man-
cini in the everyday lineup, whether in the outfield, first 
base or perhaps some times as a designated hitter. Man-
cini has shown he is willing to do what is best for the team, 
and he is fully focused on winning games. 

“There’s a pride factor and a professionalism that goes 
into it,” Mancini said. “You don’t lay down any game, no 
matter who you’re playing. You want to go out and put 
your best foot forward and try to win.” 

The Orioles selected Mancini from Notre Dame in the 
eighth round of the 2013 MLB Draft. In 2015, he split time 
between Single-A Frederick and Double-A Bowie, batting 
a combined .341 with 21 home runs, 89 RBIs and 43 dou-
bles during 136 games.  

After playing well at Triple-A Norfolk, Mancini made 
his major league debut with the Orioles Sept. 20, 2016. His 
first career hit was a home run, a solo shot off Boston Red 
Sox lefty Eduardo Rodríguez. Mancini energized the club 
and finished his first week in the majors batting .455 (5-for-
11). He also hit three home runs during that stretch, join-
ing Trevor Story (Colorado Rockies) and Carlos Quentin 
(Arizona Diamondbacks) as the only players with home 
runs during each of their first three starts, according to 
research by STATS LLC.

Mancini’s experience in the minors and ability to quick-
ly adjust to major league pitching should serve as a model 
to the younger players in the organization. Even though he 
is just 26 years old, Mancini is clearly one of the leaders of 
the club. 

That is a role that he is fully ready to embrace. 
“I think every year, you’re a little more experienced, you 

get a little more comfortable, I guess,” Mancini said. “You 
know all the guys really well, and you know how the camp 
works and everything like that. It’s great just coming back 
out here and getting back out there with everybody.”

The Orioles will need Mancini to be a mentor during the 
rebuilding phase, especially with the veteran Jones likely 
to hit the free-agent market. Mancini valued the experi-
ence playing next to Jones, a five-time All-Star. 

He knows there will be a tremendous void if Jones de-
parts. 

“He’s been here since 2008,” Mancini said. “That’s a long 
time. I was a sophomore in high school that year. That just 
goes to show how long he’s been playing here. I never really 
played varsity baseball before Adam Jones was playing in 
Baltimore, so it’s pretty cool that he’s been playing for one 
team that long.

“I think it’s hard to really put into words what he means 
to the community here, too. You can see it. Everybody 
loves him. You hear it every game. The fans, he just means 
so much to them, and it’s really cool to see. And it’s been a 
privilege to be around him and play with him.” •

22  |  OCTOBER 2018  |    |  PRESSBOXSPORTS  |  @PRESSBOXONLINE

 ORIOLES REPORT

After Grinding Through 2018, 
Trey Mancini Ready To Embrace 
Leadership Role For Orioles
  Todd Karpovich
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ctober is always the time of the year when 
disappointed, disgusted or otherwise dis-
oriented sports fans get most distracted. 
They’re caught in the crosshairs of the 
only month of the year when all four major 
sports are presenting meaningful games.

For Baltimore Orioles fans, meaning-
ful games barely lasted past Opening Day, and distractions 
came early, as the team became hopelessly inept long before 
Father’s Day. It was about then it became obvious a rebuild, 
reboot, reload or whatever else you’d like to call it would be a 
long and tedious process.

Eventually, it also became obvious the long and tedious 
process would inevitably result in a change of command, so 
it wasn’t exactly a shock when Orioles manager Buck Show-
alter and executive vice president of baseball operations 
Dan Duquette got the “thanks for your service, don’t let 
the door hit you on the way out” treatment. For sure, many 
considered this a strange pairing to begin with. They were 
considered to be part of an arranged baseball marriage that 
didn’t include the phrase “as long as you both shall agree 
-- or disagree.”

As awkward as the arrangement may have seemed, the 
duo had a rather remarkable five-year run from 2012-2016, 
during which time the Orioles went to the postseason three 
times and won more games than any other team in the Ameri-
can League. Showalter and Duquette get to share the credit of 
ending a 14-year losing drought for the Orioles, but there’s no 
question the manager had become the sign of hope and face 
of the franchise.

To sum up Showalter’s time in Baltimore, he was the right 
man in the right place at the right time. And, at least in my 
opinion, when his tenure came to an end he was still the right 
man in the right place -- but it was just not the right time.

Despite posting the worst record in club history in 2018, a 
lot of baseball people will tell you the Orioles are in a better 
position now than they were when Showalter took the job. 
Whether that proves to be true will be decided in large mea-
sure by how successful Duquette was with the trades he made 
ahead of the July 31 non-waiver trade deadline that brought 15 
new players into the organization. 

How that plays out remains to be seen, and hopefully the 
new regime will find the right man for the job. But there is no 
doubt in my mind that for the job that needs to be done, Show-
alter would fit every requirement for what is needed moving 
forward. He has a sound program in place that runs through-
out the minor league system, and to drastically change it 
would be a dangerous mistake.

Some will tell you that eventually a manager’s message 
gets old and Showalter is no exception to that theory. In real-
ity, however, where the message gets old is with the fan base, 
and to a degree with the media, especially in an age of instant 
gratification through social media outlets. There was never an 
indication that Showalter’s message got stale with his players 
-- partly because of constant turnover and also because the 
Orioles developed a solid leadership core in the clubhouse. 

We’ll never know, perhaps, if Showalter would’ve taken the 
job in 2010 had he known former president of baseball opera-
tions Andy MacPhail would stay just one more year. Likewise, 
we’ll never know who Duquette would’ve hired as manager 
had he been retained, which had been widely speculated dur-
ing the final weeks of the season.

As of press time, there was only mild speculation about 

who the Orioles would entrust with all future baseball deci-
sions -- at least for the time being. The Orioles could bring 
in someone with a track record like former Chicago Cubs 
general manager Jim Hendry, former Miami Marlins GM 
Dan Jennings, former Milwaukee Brewers GM Doug Mel-
vin or current San Francisco Giants executive John Barr. 
The Orioles could also reach out to a potential rising star 
like Oakland Athletics executive Billy Owens. But I think it 
would be prudent for whoever takes the job to maintain the 
structure that is in place.

Any decision should be based more on the overall body of 
work, rather than this year’s record. Norfolk Tides manager 
Ron Johnson, Bowie Baysox manager Gary Kendall, Orioles 
third base coach Bobby Dickerson and former infielder and 
current MASN analyst Mike Bordick should be in the picture.

Watching outfielder Andrew McCutchen playing for the 
New York Yankees in the postseason, it wasn’t difficult won-
dering if longtime Orioles outfielder Adam Jones might have 
worn that uniform under a different set of circumstances. 
Both will be free agents at the end of the season and figure 
to play similar roles somewhere next year -- but it won’t be on 
the same team.

OK, so of the two ex-Oriole teammates, who had Brew-
ers left-hander Wade Miley, not Atlanta Braves right-hander 
Kevin Gausman, starting a potentially clinching third game 
of a five-game division series? And not giving up a run?  Cer-
tainly wasn’t John or Tessie, must’ve been Harry, over there 
in the corner.

I caught a line somewhere noting the Orioles weren’t 
smart enough to have Gausman pitch like there were runners 
on base all the time like the Braves did. No offense, but it did 
seem like he pitched out of the stretch a lot while he was here, 
and it didn’t always go too well.

I have been accused of being an eternal optimist more 
than once, and as difficult of a year as it has been for the Uni-
versity of Maryland football team, I find it hard not to root 
for better fortunes. I also find it hard to understand some 
fans who are quick to note the Terps’ loss to Temple while 
still overlooking a convincing win against Texas, which hung 
a 48-45 loss on Oklahoma when the Sooners were ranked No. 
7 in the country.

The loss to Temple wasn’t as embarrassing as all of those 
empty seats, something that has to be fixed if the Terps are 
ever going to be relevant. As it is, every visiting Big Ten team 
will invade College Park, Md., the way Pittsburgh Steelers fans 
invade every NFL city.

I’m a little off base here, but did I read that Washington 
Capitals forward Tom Wilson got a 20-game suspension for 
being naughty during a preseason game? You’d never see 
anything like that during a spring training game.

With apologies to my Alabama friends ... but rooting for the 
Crimson Tide football team must be like rooting for Amazon.

Happy Halloween -- caution to Orioles fans: don’t go trick-
or-treating this year! •

Jim Henneman can be reached at 
JimH@pressboxonline.com

 UPON FURTHER REVIEW

For Orioles, Buck Showalter Was Still 
Right Man In Right Place ... But Wrong Time
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unning back Anthony 
McFarland was poised to 
be the DeMatha Catholic 
(Md.) High School foot-
ball team’s focal point on 
offense during his senior 
season in 2016 as he delib-

erated where to play at the next level.
But a fateful preseason scrimmage 

against nearby St. Vincent Pallotti (Md.) 
High School changed things. McFarland 
suffered a broken fibula, and his high 
school career was suddenly over. 

DeMatha head coach Elijah Brooks still 
remembers the moment his star running 
back went down in pain and the team’s 
season, along with McFarland’s future, was 
thrown into flux.

“I do remember his injury, because it 
had a definite impact on our offense and 
obviously on him,” Brooks said. “We weren’t 
as explosive or dynamic without him. We 
and he could’ve been great that year.”

The Hyattsville, Md., native committed 
to Maryland in January 2017 and then red-
shirted with the Terps in 2017 as he contin-
ued to round back into shape.

Two years later, McFarland -- now a 
redshirt freshman with the Terps -- has 
proven he’s healthy and ready to make a 
difference for Maryland. Part of a crowded 

backfield, McFarland has run 36 times for 
325 yards and two touchdowns through five 
games. During the team’s Big Ten opener 
against Minnesota Sept. 22, the 5-foot-8, 
208-pound McFarland gashed the Golden 
Gophers for 112 yards and two touchdowns 
on just six carries.

It wasn’t always certain McFarland 
would get back to this point. He had con-
cerns himself, but as a senior at DeMatha, 
he continued to be an emotional leader for 
his team and its younger players, Brooks 
said.

“It was tough. He had times when he 
was discouraged,” Brooks said. “He just 
wanted to be out there for his final season 
at DeMatha.”

For an athletic, quick running back like 
McFarland, a broken leg could have been 
career-altering. Sophomore offensive tack-
le Marcus Minor, a teammate of McFar-
land’s at DeMatha, was by his friend’s side 
throughout the process. He knew McFar-
land had always been there for his injured 
teammates.

“It was hard to have it happen senior 
year when it’s kind of your last time out 
there with your brothers,” Minor said. 
“He’s a real buddy and he was always there 
to lean on. … I did the same that he would 
have done.”

While the physical rehab was difficult in 
its own right, the mental side can often be 

just as hard, Brooks said. During his two-
year break, McFarland learned to rely less 
on pure athleticism and to focus on the 
cerebral side of attacking defenses. McFar-
land traveled with the Terps on the road 
throughout the 2017 season and learned a 
lot about how difficult college football, and 
especially Big Ten play, would be. 

“My main focus is now preparing,” Mc-
Farland said. “Prepare right and it’ll show 
on the field. You can’t get away with mis-
takes like in high school.”

McFarland’s focus on preparation in-
cludes a willingness to receive criticism 
from coaches and teammates in an effort 
to improve, senior running back Ty John-
son said. McFarland and his fellow backs 
are constantly helping each other improve 
their footwork, cuts or any other facet of 
playing the position, Johnson added.

McFarland has always been a “one-cut 
back” with his ability to quickly break tack-
les and accelerate towards the end zone, 
Brooks said, but the new mental approach 
could take him to another level.

Once McFarland was cleared to play 
and returned to form, his teammates knew 
what he could accomplish. 

“No matter if I don’t get off the block 
well or I don’t do my job right, he can still 
get upfield and make us look good,” Minor 
said. “And he has more strength on him 
now if he doesn’t juke and lose you.”

During this year’s season opener 
against Texas Sept. 1, McFarland savored 
the moment to be back on the field with 
his teammates at FedEx Field in Lando-
ver, Md. There was a time, though, when 
McFarland never planned on playing for 
Maryland. 

McFarland strongly considered go-
ing to the University of Miami (Fla.) but 
eventually realized he didn’t have to leave 
the area to make an impact. To that end, 
McFarland mentioned longtime NFL tight 
end Vernon Davis, a native of Washington, 
D.C., who found professional success after 
attending Maryland.

“When I committed, I saw the feedback 
about other offers,” McFarland said. “I’m 
not caught up in big-time schools like Ala-
bama or LSU. I thought I could win in my 
backyard. Why do I have to go to another 
state?”

McFarland’s skill set adds to a deep 
running back room, which McFarland said 
is the best group in the country. Alongside 
the redshirt freshman are Johnson, sopho-
more Tayon Fleet-Davis and sophomore 
Javon Leake. 

The competition is something McFar-
land savors to help him improve.

“We have a great running back room 
where … when your number’s called, you 
have to make a play or the next running 
back will,” McFarland said. “That’s what 
you want, you know? And it gives us that 
hunger and that competition, and that’s 
how we compete. That’s what I really love 
about the running back room.” •

After Two-Year Break, Anthony McFarland 
Tapping Into Potential For Maryland Football
 Josh Schmidt
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s the wind swirled and 
the snow patted against 
his helmet, Navy kicker 
Bennett Moehring lined 
up for the biggest field-
goal attempt of his life 
against archival Army 

Dec. 9, 2017. 
A clean snap, a solid hold and Moeh-

ring’s 48-yard kick sailed through the 
frigid Philadelphia air. Fans at a sold-out 
Lincoln Financial Field stood in near si-
lence and watched the ball sail wide left 
of the goal posts as the final seconds ran 
off the clock. 

The Army players stormed the field in 
a raucous celebration of the 14-13 victory, 
their second straight win in the illustri-
ous series. Moehring grabbed his face 
mask and fell to the ground in disbelief 
before being lifted by a teammate.

“All I was telling myself was to make 
good contact and the rest would take 
care of itself. I made good contact with 

the ball and the kick felt good,” Moehring 
said after the game. “I thought the ball 
was going to go through the uprights. Un-
fortunately, it just went the wrong way.” 

While that moment is etched in time, 
it’s imperative for kickers like Moehring 
to have short memories, and Moehring 
had some help along the way.

“I received so much support from my 
coaches, friends and teammates, who 
wouldn’t let me blame myself for what 
happened,” Moehring said before the 
season. “They picked me up, which really 
helped.”

He has since put that miss behind him 
and remains an effective weapon for the 
Midshipmen as a senior. This season, he 
became the career all-time leader in ex-
tra points at Navy and had 124 entering 
the Mids' game Oct. 13. Moehring credits 
Navy head coach Ken Niumatalolo and 
offensive coordinator Ivin Jasper for “di-
aling up the offense” and putting him in 
position to succeed.  

“There’s probably a lot of people on 
this team that can kick an extra point,” 

Moehring said. “But obviously, it’s a huge 
honor to just look at the list and see all 
the names on there. There’s a great tradi-
tion of Navy specialists. It’s just a huge 
honor.”

Moehring’s record for extra points 
came against Memphis Sept. 8 and pulled 
Navy to within 21-16 during the fourth 
quarter. Navy eventually pulled out a 
22-21 victory in a key American Athletic 
Conference matchup. 

Moehring was named the AAC Spe-
cialist of the Week Sept. 17 after making 
all three of his field-goal attempts, in-
cluding one from 45 yards, during a 51-21 
rout of Lehigh Sept. 15. He made his first 
four field-goal attempts of the season.

Entering Oct. 13, Moehring ranked 
fourth all-time at Navy for points (184) 
scored by a kicker, just four points behind 
third-place Nick Sloan (2012-2015). 

“I realize that, but for me it’s one kick 
at a time. I’m not chasing records or any-
thing,” Moehring said. “When I go out on 
the field my job is to make the kick.”

Moehring gained confidence last sea-

son, finishing the year third on the team 
in scoring with 66 points and making 
eight of his 15 field-goal attempts. Moeh-
ring was named AAC Special Teams 
Player of the Week after converting a pair 
of field goals from 21 and 25 yards dur-
ing a 48-45 win against Air Force, which 
kept the Midshipmen in the hunt for the 
Commander-in-Chief ’s Trophy.

Moehring also converted 42 of 43 ex-
tra-point attempts on the year. He made 
all seven extra points during a 49-7 win 
against Virginia in the Military Bowl in 
December but missed a 36-yard field goal 
late in the fourth quarter. Moehring has 
learned from those types of misses.

“He has kicked more extra points than 
anybody who has ever played here, so he’s 
meant a lot to us,” Niumatalolo said. “His 
career is not over yet. We hope he kicks a 
lot more field goals and extra points.”

Concentration is vital for all kickers. 
Moehring has a cerebral approach to the 
game, which helps his focus. When Navy 
scores a touchdown, the younger stu-
dents do pushups as part of the celebra-
tion. However, they are supposed to wait 
for the extra-point attempt to begin their 
routine.

During the game against Memphis 
this season, the Brigade of Midshipmen 
were doing their pushups in the back 
of the end zone while Moehring set up 
to kick the ball. The wet ball eventually 
slipped through the hands of holder Gar-
ret Lewis. 

“They’re definitely supposed to wait. 
That’s the first time I’ve ever seen them 
down there while I was getting ready to 
kick,” Moehring said. “The refs actually 
blew the play dead because they didn’t 
really know if they were supposed to let 
me kick the ball or not. I was just as con-
fused as they were. It was kind of cool, 
though.”

Moehring arrived at Navy from Ben-
tonville, Ark., where he was a standout 
student and athlete in football and soc-
cer. He was a two-time All-State and all-
conference kicker, helping lead the 2013 
and 2014 Bentonville High School football 
teams to Arkansas Class 7A state cham-
pionship titles. 

Moehring received offers to kick for 
Army, Missouri, Tulane and Massachu-
setts. However, he chose the Naval Acad-
emy for its academics and is majoring 
in quantitative economics. His brother, 
Hayden, is a sophomore kicker on the 
team. 

After not seeing any varsity action as 
a freshman, Moehring was thrust into 
action in 2016 after senior D.J. Grant-
Johnson suffered a season-ending injury. 
Moehring responded by making a school-
record 65 extra-point attempts. He fin-
ished the year with 89 points, the third-
most points scored in a single season by a 
Navy kicker behind Matt Harmon’s 95 in 
2008 and Austin Grebe’s 94 in 2015. 

“I look back on my time here and it’s 
the longest four years of your life and it’s 
also the fastest four years of your life,” he 
said. “All the hours I’ve spent out here 
with the guys and all the practice I’ve put 
in, it’s really just a testament to our team 
and how many times we’ve been able to 
get into the end zone.” •

Bennett Moehring Overcomes Miss, 
Kicks His Way Into Navy Football History
 Todd Karpovich
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Bennett Moehring



he road to the NFL from 
a Football Champion-
ship Subdivision school 
is not an uncommon 
journey anymore.

During the last de-
cade, NFL scouts have 

come to discover FCS players who are 
the complete package. Despite facing 
lesser competition than those in ma-
jor Division I conferences, FCS players 
with the physical, mental and intangible 
qualities of an NFL football player are 
getting chances to compete at the pro-
fessional level more often than in the 
past.

Towson senior safety Monty Fenner 
is developing into the complete package. 
Fenner arrived on campus in 2014 as a 
6-foot, 170-pound wide receiver and cor-
nerback out of Oscar Smith High School 
in Chesapeake, Va. Fenner has packed 
on 20 pounds since then and is now list-
ed at 190 pounds. According to Towson 
head coach Rob Ambrose, something 
clicked for Fenner heading into his final 
year as a Tiger.

“He came out like gangbusters as a 
young kid who just wanted to get on the 
field,” Ambrose said. “Going into his se-
nior year -- from a coach’s perspective -- 
when everybody gets to be seniors, they 
kind of get it. They see the light and they 
realize all the things they’ve been work-
ing on and have been learning are now 
going to come to a head. They tend to 
see everything as an opportunity instead 
of an obligation.”

One example of “getting it” can be 
seen in Fenner’s physical preparation 
heading into his final college football 
season. Despite being less than 200 
pounds his entire career, Fenner hasn’t 
missed a game since redshirting in 2014. 
His durability could be an asset as he 
eyes the NFL.

“I want to show them that I stay 
healthy,” Fenner said. “They want play-
ers who stay on the field, and I want to 
show them that I’m very durable.”

Fenner possesses a very physical style 
of play, finishing second on the team in 
2017 with 72 tackles during 11 games. 
He’s made 33 tackles through the Tigers’ 
first five games this year. But according 
to Ambrose, “if he wants to play with 
that physicality at the NFL level, he has 
to be bigger.” 

All but one of the 18 safeties taken in 
the 2018 NFL Draft weighed more than 
200 pounds, with the lightest member of 
the class being 198 pounds. But despite 
what the scale says, Fenner still possess-

es qualities that could help his chances. 
Ambrose makes a point to compare 
him to the last Towson safety to make 
it in the NFL, Jordan Dangerfield of the 
Pittsburgh Steelers.

“Physically, he is long, he is rangy,” 
Ambrose said of Fenner. “He can be very, 
very physical and technically sound in 
his physicality. Jordan was a throw-his-
body-around-reckless type guy. Monty is 
not that. Monty is a much better techni-
cal tackler.”

“In terms of his physicality and tough-
ness, everything you want in terms of a 
safety,” the coach added.

Physical gifts aside, Fenner says the 
No. 1 improvement he’s made as an up-
perclassmen has been away from the 
field. 

“I love to study film,” said Fenner, 
who has intercepted six passes during 
his Towson career.

While all players must put in time in 
the film room, Ambrose notices the dif-
ference it’s made in Fenner’s play.

“If you just watched games,” Ambrose 
said, “and you just took snippets of his 
first year, the middle of his career and 
now his senior year, you’d notice the dif-
ference.”

More importantly, according to Am-
brose, NFL scouts will notice the differ-
ence.

“They’re going to watch the film and 
they’re going to notice the difference,” 
Ambrose said. “Everybody watches film. 
But what they get out of it depends on 
what they put into it, just like any class 
or anything you study. 

“He now realizes there are a massive 
amount of cues that an offense presents 
to you by formation, down and distance, 

field position -- where you can have about 
70 percent idea of what they are going to 
do before the play starts. It’s kind of like 
playing poker against somebody and you 
know three of their cards. And you can 
see him playing a lot more comfortably 
schematically because of it.”

In terms of the intangibles, Fenner 
seems to click on that level, as well. In 
2016, Fenner became the first recipi-
ent of the Wardell Turner Scholarship, 
which was established to honor Army 
Sgt. Maj. Wardell B. Turner, a four-year 
letter-winner at defensive back for Tow-
son during the late 1980s. Turner was 
killed in the line of duty in Afghanistan 
in 2014.

“Monty’s got a little bit of life wisdom 
that is above and beyond his age,” Am-
brose said. “ ... That has allowed him to 
be a leader. He’s done a great job of see-
ing what he could be by going to college. 
If you combine his desire to get a degree, 
his desire to be good at damn near ev-
erything, his desire to want to help ev-
erybody around him all the time, he’s 
a caretaker. And I’ll be damned if that 
doesn’t sound a lot like Wardell Turner.”

In his 10th season as Towson head 
coach, Ambrose is confident Fenner can 
be the next Towson player to compete in 
the NFL. 

“Anybody that wants to play on the 
next level has to have one thing, they 
have to love football,” Ambrose said. 
“And Monty loves football.” •

Towson Football’s Monty Fenner 
Hopes To Ride Durability To NFL
 Simon Habtemariam
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lthough he’s been in the United States only 
a short time, Mount St. Mary’s men’s soccer 
standout Bilal Hassane already has made 
quite an impression.

Hassane came to America in time for the 
2015 college soccer season intent on further-
ing his education, pursuing his dream of 
playing professional soccer and being near 

his sister and her family. Hailing from Niamey, Niger, Hassane 
helped take one local college soccer program to new heights 
and has since become a building block and leader for another. 

Hassane could take another step toward that professional 
career by helping his home country’s national team qualify for 
the 2019 Africa Cup of Nations, a tournament that features 24 
national teams competing for the championship of Africa ev-
ery two years.

Hassane, a junior at the Mount, was invited to play in Ni-
ger’s qualifying match against Egypt Sept. 8, but he declined. 
However, Hassane could play for Niger in a qualifying match 
against Egypt in March 2019.

“We did get a letter from the national team requesting him 
to play in the Africa Cup of Nations against Egypt,” Mount St. 

Mary’s head coach Bryan Cunningham said. “Unfortunately 
he had to decline because of an injury, but based on what I’ve 
heard, he will be invited to attend [training] camp for the re-
turn match against Egypt.”

While receiving the invitation was a huge honor for Has-
sane, he realized it wasn’t the right time for him. The starting 
center back for the Mount, which has resurrected its program 
this season after it was terminated in 2012, said he didn’t feel 
good about leaving his teammates in the U.S., especially since 
he wasn’t likely to receive playing time during the national 
team’s match.

“I didn’t want to go there and sit down,” he said. “It was 
great to get the call-up, and I look forward to being 100 per-
cent and helping them whenever they need me in the future. 
When you wear your national team colors, it’s something that 
you have to be proud of. Thousands and thousands of players 
work really hard to get called up every day.”

Anyone who has met the soft-spoken and hard-working 
Hassane would not be surprised to hear of his desire to do 
right by both teams. Although he has moved on from Fred-
erick Community College -- where he played in 2015 and 2016 
-- to nearby Mount St. Mary’s, he left an indelible impression 
on the FCC program. 

FCC head coach John LaRocca, who first spotted Hassane 

playing recreationally at a nearby indoor soccer facility, thinks 
so highly of Hassane that a photo of him hangs in the lobby 
near his office.

“We have what we call the FCC standard, and it starts with 
Bilal,” LaRocca said. “He’s someone all of our players look up 
to, and his story is a great one to show them that if he could 
come here from another country and have the success he’s 
had just by working hard and always trying do things the right 
way, it should be pretty easy for them. I think most of them 
want to follow in his footsteps and go play for Coach Cunning-
ham at Mount St. Mary’s just because of how much they think 
of Bilal.”

While at FCC, Hassane helped the Cougars earn a share of 
the Maryland JUCO Conference title and a trip to the Region 
XX Division I finals in 2016. That team was the best JUCO de-
fensive group in the state -- allowing 1.09 goals per game -- and 
won a program-record 14 games. During his two seasons at 
FCC, he contributed three goals and eight assists for 14 points 
from the back line. He came to the U.S. as a playmaking mid-
fielder, but LaRocca wanted to solidify the defense and decid-
ed to move Hassane to center back. 

“I loved what he could do in the midfield, but I decided 
that I was going to make sure he was the last person oppos-
ing forwards would see before getting to take a shot on goal,” 
LaRocca said. “He did the job incredibly well.”

Hassane says that adjustment was the biggest one for him 
in his new home.

“It was very different when I got here,” he said. “People call 
it soccer and don’t say football, and the first thing that I real-
ized was that they have a lot of very good players here. When 
I first went to FCC, it was a new way of playing, and I had to 
learn to adapt and play that way.”

LaRocca isn’t so sure that was the most difficult adjust-
ment for Hassane, however. 

Hassane’s sister, Ramatou Issaka, came to the United 
States in 2005 and was living in the Frederick area when Has-
sane decided to leave home and pursue his soccer dreams. 
With his older sibling being the only person he would know in 
a new land, he looked for a college to attend near her home. 
That would allow him to pursue his dream and attend school 
while helping Issaka with her family.

“People don’t realize that not only was he going to school 
and a member of the soccer team, but he also was working 
and driving his nephews around,” LaRocca said. “It was really 
like having four jobs for him, but he would never let one thing 
cause him to be late or miss another thing.”

That commitment and character was not lost on Cun-
ningham, who knew he would need some older, experienced 
players to help lead what figured to be a young Mountaineers 
team. He reached out to all of the junior college programs in 
the area and received an enthusiastic response from LaRocca 
about Hassane. 

“He said that he had some players we should take a look 
at,” Cunningham said. “We went and took a look at Bilal and 
liked what we saw, so we proceeded in trying to get him to 
come here.”

In choosing his four-year college, Hassane wanted to re-
main close to his family and was attracted to Cunningham’s 
past history of working with players who went on to play pro-
fessionally while coaching at the University of Central Florida. 

“I would love to play against better competition and against 
bigger clubs at a higher level,” said Hassane, who clinched the 
Mount’s first victory since regaining varsity status with a pen-
alty kick against Virginia Military Institute Sept. 22. “I knew 
that I would start to develop right away playing for a high-lev-
el coach who had so many great years and had helped many 
players advance to professional soccer. That’s what I want to 
do, play at the highest level that I can.”

Cunningham feels Hassane has the potential to play pro-
fessionally in the United States, maybe at the United Soccer 
League level first and possibly later for a Major League Soccer 
team. 

“I 100 percent think he has the potential to play profession-
ally,” Cunningham said. “The more college soccer he sees in 
the U.S. -- and as long as he continues to put in the effort -- he 
has super potential. He’s got all the attributes and just needs 
to polish a few things.” •

Bilal Hassane Pursuing 
Pro Dreams With Mount 
St. Mary’s Soccer
 Scott Lowe
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here never was a doubt 
Anna Holehouse would 
play college volleyball.   
Once she decided to at-
tend Towson Univer-
sity, there also was little 
doubt the Joppa, Md., 

native would be successful following in the 
volleyball-playing footsteps of her two old-
er, highly decorated sisters, Roberta and 
Rachael.

“My mom [Joanne] has been coaching 
me since I could walk, and I grew up watch-
ing my two sisters play and learning from 
them and my mother,” the Fallston (Md.) 
High School graduate said. “Ever since I 
was 2 years old, I was running around the 
gym chasing volleyballs. It was never a 
question and always my identity.”

Now, as a fifth-year senior for the Ti-
gers, Holehouse has lived up to the stan-
dards set by her siblings. Like Anna, both 
of her sisters were defensive specialists for 
strong collegiate volleyball programs, and 
her brother Ben played football for the Mer-
chant Marine Academy (N.Y.).  

“I always looked up to them and aspired 
to be just like them, especially athletically,” 
she said. 

Roberta Holehouse, Anna’s oldest sister, 
helped lead Penn State to a pair of NCAA 

Division I national championships in 2007 
and 2008. Rachael Holehouse set the Palm 
Beach Atlantic University record for career 
digs and played in the Division II national 
championship match in 2016. Anna Hole-
house is now leaving a legacy of her own.

Already the first player in Towson his-
tory to record 500 digs during two separate 
seasons, the former Colonial Athletic As-
sociation Defensive Player of the Year and 
two-time All-CAA selection became the Ti-
gers’ career leader in digs with her 1870th 
during a win against La Salle Sept. 14. 

Ironically, that dig allowed her to sur-
pass the mark established by Paige Se-
kerak, who tutored Holehouse during her 
initial redshirt season in 2014. And fittingly, 

Holehouse’s record-setting dig was part of 
a long rally during which every one of her 
teammates touched the ball and contrib-
uted to Towson winning the point. She is 
quick to point to her teammates when ex-
plaining her success.

“It may seem like it’s an individual re-
cord for me, but it definitely is a team 
achievement,” Holehouse said. “We rely so 
much on each other, and without the other 
five girls on the court -- and the whole team 
in general -- it never could have happened. 
I rely on the blockers to be there so I know 
where the ball might be going, and I don’t 
always make the best dig, so I need the set-
ters to be able to put the ball up for the dig 
to count. And then I also use the coaches’ 

feedback and input to know where the oth-
er hitters seem to like to go.” 

While Towson head coach Don Metil 
agrees that it takes the help of teammates 
and coaches for a player to enjoy the level of 
success Holehouse has achieved, he also is 
quick to give her most of the credit.

“She has great touch with the ball and 
creates great angles for herself on the 
court,” Metil said. “But her innate ability to 
read the game is what really sets her apart. 
As a coach, you can help a player learn 
to read plays and massage her ability by 
pointing out another team’s tendencies and 
through scouting reports, but her overall 
ability to read the situation and her great 
positional play has definitely been a huge 
benefit to us.”

Metil was clear with Holehouse during 
the recruiting process that she would red-
shirt her first year at Towson. He already 
had a proven senior at her position and 
wanted her to gain confidence in practice 
without pressure while adjusting to the 
speed of the game at the Division I level. 
Holehouse credits that year for allowing 
her not only to adjust to college volleyball 
and college life, but also for helping her 
figure out her area of focus in the class-
room.

“I didn’t travel that year, so I had the 
opportunity to get most of my school work 
done on weekends,” she said. “It was defi-
nitely a wake-up call my second year when 
I realized I had to figure out how to get my 
work done on buses and how to miss classes 
and still get good grades. It also allowed me 
to figure out what areas I was stronger in 
and what major I wanted to go into, so over-
all it was a really good opportunity for me.” 

With a year to figure things out on and 
off the court, Holehouse discovered -- with 
the help of an academic adviser -- the deaf 
studies program at Towson. As someone 
who has dealt throughout her life with near-
ly full hearing loss in her right ear, she was 
intrigued about the program and the career 
opportunities it might present.

“There’s a whole deaf community on 
Towson’s campus where the professors 
are deaf and most of the students are deaf, 
and when I found that out, I immediately 
jumped into that culture,” Holehouse said. 
“I love the decision I made, partly because 
of my own experience of not always being in 
the know because of not hearing everything, 
but also it’s so cool to be able to learn a new 
language with your hands that opens so 
many doors for so many people.”

Holehouse has earned her undergradu-
ate degree in deaf studies and is pursuing 
her master’s in professional studies with 
the ultimate goal of becoming an interpret-
er for the deaf. Reaching that goal will re-
quire a little more schooling once her play-
ing and studying days are done at Towson.

“Processing my five years here, it’s really 
crazy, but I’m still constantly learning,” she 
said. “I’ve loved the experience at Towson 
so much. Looking back, when I’ve made 
mistakes on the court or in the classroom, 
I’ve been able to bounce back and maintain 
a sense of confidence in myself thanks to so 
many people who have been so supportive 
-- the coaching staff, the advisers and my 
teammates. I’m coming out of this experi-
ence with relationships I’ll treasure for the 
rest of my life.” •

Anna Holehouse Enjoys Record-Setting 
Career For Towson Volleyball
 Scott Lowe
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he Edgewood High School 
football team already held 
a 7-0 lead by the time its 
offense took the field for 
the first time against C. 
Milton Wright during the 
fourth week of the season 
in September. The Rams 

had scored a defensive touchdown, then 
stopped the Mustangs again and started 
that opening possession at their own 41-
yard line.

The first play was a simple one. Se-
nior quarterback Antwain Banks made a 
quick toss to the right to fellow senior De-
onte Banks, who smoothly picked up a few 
blocks around the corner and broke free for 
a 59-yard touchdown run.

Just like that.  
The second play Edgewood ran that 

night was also rather simple. The Mustangs 
punted again, and the Rams took over at 
their own 21. Antwain took the snap and 
glided to his left. He picked up a few blocks, 
quickly got around the end and was gone -- 
79 yards for a touchdown.

Just like that.
That’s how Edgewood’s 47-0 rout of C. 

Milton Wright got started. And yes, the two 
players who share the same last name are 
related. They’re cousins, but they sure are 
a lot like brothers because of how close they 
are and how much they love playing football 
together.

“It’s a lot of fun,” Antwain said. “We 
have a lot of chemistry. We’ve played [foot-
ball] with each other all our lives, since we 
were 6.”

They’re cousins because their moth-
ers are sisters. When asked if they are best 
friends, Deonte just laughed.

“We’re as close as possible,” he said. 
“We’re like brothers. Honestly, we have 
the same work ethic. We do everything 
together.”

They’ve also got similar talents, espe-
cially the blazing speed. During the game 
against C. Milton Wright, Antwain ran for 
201 yards and four touchdowns while De-
onte totaled 131 yards and a touchdown. 
Overall, through the first five games, dur-
ing which Edgewood posted a 4-1 record, 
Antwain scored 14 touchdowns rushing and 
passed for three more. Deonte ran for nine 
touchdowns.

Both will also likely play in college. De-
onte has already committed to Maryland 
as a cornerback. Antwain is interested in 
Delaware State of the Mid-Eastern Ath-
letic Conference, probably to play slot re-

ceiver or cornerback.
Deonte already plays defensive back 

for the Rams, and it’s easy to picture him 
at that position in College Park, Md., 
thanks to his speed, quickness and ath-
letic ability.

“He’s confident; without a doubt, he 
knows that he’s the best player on the 
team,” Edgewood head coach Charles John-
son said. “It’s hard to tackle him, and it’s 
hard to catch a ball over him. We really don’t 
have to teach him much because he’s just 
that good.”

Johnson has similar words of praise for 
Antwain and his skills.

“He’s willing to learn, and he takes criti-
cism real well,” Johnson said. “He’s very un-
selfish and sometimes we’ve got to tell him 
[that] we want you to take control.”

Johnson said there’s no question in his 
mind both can find success in college. He 
said Deonte should do well as a corner at 
Maryland, and Antwain could do damage as 
a slot receiver wherever he ends up.

“Trying to catch [Antwain] in the open 
field is just about impossible,” Johnson 
said. “It’s really just mind-boggling.”

The C. Milton Wright defense probably 
agrees with that after what happened on 
a late first-half play during the Mustangs’ 
game against the Rams. Edgewood was 
facing second-and-6 from the Mustangs’ 
34-yard line when Antwain dropped back to 
pass.

The pocket began to collapse, and the 
quarterback quickly found himself in big 
trouble. Antwain eluded several pairs of 
hands reaching for him and somehow made 
his way into some open space, at which 
point he began running downfield.

He cut to the left and right, moved be-
tween some Mustangs tacklers and ran 
into the end zone for a 34-yard touchdown 
to give Edgewood a 27-0 lead with less than 

two minutes remaining in the first half. 
That play broke the game open.

The Banks cousins also are looking to 
take care of some unfinished business from 
last year. Edgewood went 8-4 last season 
and scored a stunning upset against Frank-
lin in the Class 3A North Regional quarter-
finals. The game was played at Franklin, 
and the Rams came away with a 20-8 victo-
ry to earn a shot at Milford Mill in the region 
semifinal a week later.

But Edgewood got a bad break late in the 
win against Franklin. Antwain scored two 
touchdowns during that contest but hurt his 
knee on the final play. He was ruled out of 
the game against Milford Mill, which prob-
ably contributed to the Rams’ 33-14 loss.

That loss gave Edgewood plenty of inspi-
ration for 2018, with Antwain and Deonte 
leading the way.

“Those two were leaders last year, and 
it just carried right on over to this year,” 
Johnson said. “Those kids have always been 
leaders. All the kids like them. Having them 
back this year is just a godsend.”

Antwain and Deonte began playing to-
gether in the Parkside youth football pro-
gram in Baltimore at the age of 6. Deonte 
was a running back and a defensive end, 
and he said his cousin played running back 
and cornerback.

Each one loves having the other on the 
field with him. They, at times, seem to have 
a sixth sense about what the other is up to 
on the field during the game. 

“I like everything about playing with 
him,” Antwain said. “It’s fun. [We know] 
where we’re going to be at, know what we’re 
going to do. We know everything about each 
other.”

Said Deonte: “Anything I can do, he can 
do. Any time I feel pressure, I can talk to 
him. We trust each other.”

Just like best friends and cousins do. •

 VARSITY REPORT

Teammates Since Childhood, 
Cousins Antwain And Deonte 
Banks Star For Edgewood Football
 Jeff Seidel

T

@PRESSBOXONLINE  |  PRESSBOXSPORTS  |    |  OCTOBER 2018  |  33

c
o

u
r

t
e

sy
 o

f 
e

d
g

e
w

o
o

d
 h

ig
h

 s
c

h
o

o
l

(from left to right) Antwain and Deonte Banks



34  |  OCTOBER 2018  |    |  PRESSBOXSPORTS  |  @PRESSBOXONLINE

he Baltimore Orioles’ attendance tum-
bled in 2018 during a season that saw 
the franchise’s record dip to new lows.

The team dropped below 2 million 
spectators this year for the first time 
since 2011. The overall attendance of 
1,564,192 was the lowest in the 26-year 

history of Camden Yards, which routinely drew more than 
3 million fans annually during the ballpark's first decade.

Overall attendance was down 23 percent compared 
to 2017. The Orioles averaged 20,053 fans per home game 
this year.

The Orioles finished the season with a 47-115 record, 
worst among Major League Baseball’s 30 teams.

In addition to poor on-field play, other factors may 
have contributed to the attendance decline. Early-sea-
son cold weather and an unusually rainy summer didn’t 
help. The team had 78 home dates, down from the nor-
mal 81 due to three single-admission doubleheaders. 
Weather forced the club to postpone six games at Cam-
den Yards this year.

The team’s suburban fans might also be turning out to 
fewer games, tourism officials said during the summer. A 
recent study found more than 30 percent of county resi-

dents reported they were taking fewer trips to the city.
“The data tells me right now our five surround-

ing counties aren’t coming to Baltimore City, they’re 
not going to restaurants, they’re not buying tickets 
to our attractions, they’re not buying [Orioles] tick-
ets -- they’re staying home,” Visit Baltimore CEO Al 
Hutchinson said in June. “We need to do a better job at 
driving our county folks back to the city.” 

The Orioles have made an aggressive push to draw 
more fans to the stadium, offering free tickets to chil-
dren ages 9 and under through a program called Kids 
Cheer Free. The club also expanded theme night offer-
ings and lowered the prices on some concessions and 
merchandise.

The 2018 slump marks one of the biggest declines 
across MLB this year, according to SportsBusiness 
Journal research. Other teams with double-digit per-
centage attendance declines included the Miami Mar-
lins, Toronto Blue Jays, Kansas City Royals and Pitts-
burgh Pirates.

The Orioles have seen their crowd numbers shrink 
during recent years. Attendance fell 9.9 percent in 2016 
and dipped by 6.4 percent last year despite a strong 
start to the season.

The Orioles declined to comment for this article. •

 SPORTS BUSINESS

Myriad Reasons For Orioles’ Attendance Woes
  Amanda Yeager 
  Baltimore Business Journal
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 BASEBALL/SOFTBALL 

NOV. 14 -- AN EVENING WITH THE ‘83 ORIOLES
The Sports Boosters of Maryland team up with the Babe Ruth 
Birthplace Foundation for a gala to celebrate the 35th anniver-
sary of the 1983 World Series champion Baltimore Orioles. The 
gala will take place at the Renaissance Harborplace Hotel in 
Baltimore at 6 p.m. For more information and tickets, visit 
baberuthmuseum.org.

ADULT BASEBALL
Join the Eastern Baltimore County over-40 baseball league, 
which plays with wood bats on 90-foot diamonds. Players of 
all skill levels are encouraged to visit over40baseball.org or call 
Mike Lockett at 410-446-0443.

10U TRAVEL BASEBALL
Roster spots remain for a 10U travel baseball team in 
Carroll County. The 2019 10U Carroll Rebels will play in the 
MABA league plus 3-4 tournaments. Join the 2018 MABA 
end of season tournament champions as they build on their 
success in 2019. Indoor practice begins in January. Email 
mshilling@carrollrebels.com today to schedule a tryout. 

 GOLF 

OCT. 21 -- CHAPMAN SCRAMBLE
In the final event of Classic 5 Golf ’s 2018 Fall Fun Series, 
teammates switch balls after their tee shots, select the best 
ball after their second shots and then play alternate shots 
until the ball is holed. The Scramble will be held at Mount 
Pleasant Golf Course with a 2 p.m. shotgun start. The event 
is open to all golfers. Each team has two golfers, and the 
entry fee for each team is $80. The entry deadline is 5 p.m. 
Oct. 18. For more information and to register, visit classic-
5golf.com/fall_fun_series.

 SOCCER/SQUASH

OCT. 18 -- BALTIMORE SQUASHWISE 10TH 
ANNIVERSARY COCKTAIL PARTY
To celebrate a decade of remarkable accomplishments, 
SquashWise students and staff are hosting a major 10th 
anniversary party at the Mt. Washington Mill Dye House 
in Baltimore. The event runs from 5:30-8 p.m. For tick-
ets and more information, visit baltimoresquashwise.org/ 
10-year-anniversary.

CRAB KICKERS 
Register now for Crab Kickers fall programs. Crab 
Kickers, powered by Mighty Kicks, is a one-of-a-kind 
soccer program developed to provide a dynamic envi-
ronment where children can develop soccer skills, social 

skills, coordination, confidence and self-esteem built on a 
solid foundation of fun. For more information or to regis-
ter, visit mightykicksbaltimore.com/index.cfm.

 WALKS/RACES

OCT. 20 -- CF RUN FOR A CURE
Join Team CF at the 2018 Baltimore Running Festival to raise 
funds and awareness for the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation’s mis-
sion to find a cure for cystic fibrosis. Runners can participate 
in a marathon, half marathon, 5K or team relay. Members of 
Team CF will receive entry into a Baltimore Running Festival 
race, a customized gift, training program, regular team com-
munications, personal fundraising page and an invitation 
to Team CF’s after party. To register, visit teamcfmaryland.
eventscff.org. For additional information, contact Simone 
Jowett at 410-628-0795 or sjowett@cff.org. 

OCT. 21 -- BALTIMORE BUDDY WALK
The Chesapeake Down Syndrome Parent Group invites you 
to the fifth annual Baltimore Buddy Walk. This year we will 
unite as a community in the Inner Harbor walking along the 
beautiful promenade and celebrating at Rash Field. Since 
1995, the walk has become the premier advocacy event for 
Down syndrome in the United States. On-site registration 
begins at 8 a.m., the 5K run starts at 8:30 a.m. and the walk 
starts at 9:30 a.m. For more information and to register, visit 
charmcityrun.com/calendar/2017/10/29/buddy-walk-5k-2018.

OCT. 21 AND 28 -- KIDS XC SERIES 
The Charm City Run Kids X-Country Series finishes up with 
races at Baltimore Latrobe Park Oct. 21 and Loyola Blakefield 
Oct. 28. The races begin at 3:30 p.m. and are open to girls and 
boys 12 and under. Top runners in each group win medals. The 
series is intended to be a fun, non-competitive, family-friendly 
introduction to running, and all runners will earn ribbons. 
Parents are welcome to run with their kids. To find out more 
information about the races, visit charmcityrun.com/kids.

OCT. 27 -- HEATHER L. HURD 5K SPOOKTACULAR 
The 10th Annual Heather L. Hurd 5K Spooktacular presented 
by the Kent Schwab Allstate Agency will be held at Harford 
Community College in Bel Air and offers activities for children 
and adults. On-site registration for the 5K takes place in the 
Susquehanna Center Auxiliary Gymnasium from 8-8:45 a.m., 
with the race starting at 9 a.m. The race is named in memory 
of Heather L. Hurd, a Harford County native who was killed 
in 2008 by a distracted tractor-trailer driver who was tex-
ting. Her parents established the race in 2009 to raise funds 
for Remembrance Book Scholarships for deserving Harford 
Community College students and to raise awareness of the 
dangers of distracted driving. For more information and to 
register, visit harford.edu/heather.

OCT. 27 -- KIDSPEACE 9TH ANNUAL TRICK-OR-
TROT 5K AND 1 MILE WALK
KidsPeace, in partnership with the Baltimore Orioles and 
Angela and Buck Showalter, will host a run and walk for kids 
in foster care. Enjoy a great course through the Inner Harbor 
and finish on the field with the Oriole Bird at Camden Yards. 
Dress up in your favorite Halloween costume (or as your favor-
ite Oriole) and enjoy a fun post-race party. Gift certificates 

will be presented for top runners, age group winners and best 
costumes. The race will start at 8 a.m. To register and find out 
more information, visit kidspeace5k.org/trick-or-trot.

 OTHER ACTIVITIES

OCT. 22 -- PLAYERS PHILANTHROPY FUND
The Players Philanthropy Fund, founded by former Ravens 
kicker Matt Stover, will hold a Beltway Boards and Brews 
Celebrity Cornhole Tournament at the Baltimore Museum of 
Industry from 6-10 p.m. More than 16 Ravens will be in atten-
dance. For tickets, visit ppf.org/bbb2. For more information, 
contact Brandon Warehime at events@ppf.org.

OCT. 26 -- CHILDREN’S HOME
The Children’s Home -- an organization committed to fos-
tering statewide crisis intervention services for youths ages 
13-21 -- will present its signature fundraiser, FACES 2018, 
from 6-10 p.m. at M&T Bank Stadium Southeast Club 
Lounge. Approximately 250 guests are expected to attend 
this chic event featuring gourmet food and wine, a DJ, raffle 
prizes, a holiday gift card tree and an interactive art activity. 
Admission is $125 per person. Reserved tables of 10 are $1,200. 
For more information or to purchase tickets or tables, visit 
bidpal.net/faces2018 or call 410-744-7310.

NOV. 25 -- #STAYHUNGRY PURPLE TAILGATE
The sixth annual #StayHungry Purple Tailgate will take 
place at the Purple Tailgate Zone at 152 West Ostend Street 
in Baltimore prior to the Ravens’ game against the Oakland 
Raiders. It will begin at 8:30 a.m. The tailgate, which is hosted 
by BMORE Around Town and longtime Orioles outfielder 
Adam Jones, has raised more than $180,000 for the Boys and 
Girls Clubs of Metropolitan Baltimore the past five years. For 
tickets and more information, visit bmorearoundtown.com.

HOMESCHOOL SPORTS
Baltimore-area homeschooled boys and girls in grades six-12 
interested in playing interscholastic sports -- such as soc-
cer, volleyball and baseball -- can register for the upcoming 
school season. For more information or to register, email 
chensports@verizon.net.

MARYLAND OFFICIALS CLUB
Interested in becoming a high school swimming official in the 
Baltimore-Anne Arundel area? Experience as a competitive 
swimmer or coach at the high school, college or masters level 
-- or prior experience officiating -- is strongly preferred. Visit 
mdswim.org/officials for more information.

DUCKPIN BOWLING 
There are openings for youth duckpin-bowling leagues for 
ages 3-21 at various duckpin centers in Baltimore. Most 
programs run Saturday mornings and include bowling, shoe 
rental and coaching. For more information, visit ndya.org, 
call Stacy Karten at 410-356-0936 or “like” duckpin bowling at 
facebook.com/theduckpinnews.

OFFICIALS WANTED
Do you love roller derby? Do you love whistles? Do you 
love stats? Then you may be ready to join the ranks of the 
Charm City Roller Girls’ officiating crew, which is look-
ing for skating and non-skating officials of all skill levels. 
No experience necessary. For more information, email  
referees@charmcityrollergirls.com.

 COMMUNITY BEAT

To submit your event listing to
Community Beat, visit

PressBoxOnline.com/Community
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They said it onThey said it on

They said it onThey said it on

On whether he could handle the pressure of being 
the Orioles’ shortstop of the future:
“I’m up for anything. My goal in baseball is just to 
be the best that’s ever played. I wanna set my goals 
high and just keep going after them until I eventually 
can’t do it anymore. I actually got to speak with Cal 
Ripken Jr. at the Under Armour All-American Game. 
His brother was my coach, Billy Ripken. So we kinda 
had a cool little conversation. [Cal Ripken] spoke 
with the team, just saying how he had that streak of 
games. ‘It’s just a grind. You just gotta grind it out. 
If you love the game, that’s how you know you’ll be 
successful.’ … My jaw dropped, I was just in awe 
getting to hear from one of the best shortstops ever. 
It was awesome.”

On the best and worst things about growing up 
the son of a major leaguer (Bobby Witt pitched 
in the big leagues from 1986-2001):
“The best thing is obviously I have my own role 
model in my house. He’s there every day, I talk to 

him every day about the game, we watch games 
together. He throws me batting practice, he knows 
me, my way of [playing the] game and everything. 
I’d say the worst is that I want to do what he did, but 
I don’t want to be looked at as him because he was 
a pitcher, I’m a position player. I want to do my own 
thing and go out there and be the best that I can.”

On his reputation of being a “five-tool player:”
“I say I am the five-tool player that they say because 
I feel like I can do it all. I scout myself as I can project 
in all of them -- I still think I can get so much better in 
all of them. I can just keep getting better throughout 
all the five tools. And I think there’s just that sixth 
tool, the makeup and just the ‘know’ of the game of 
baseball, and I feel like I’ve had that from the back-
ground I’ve had and just loving the game.” 

On whether he’d think about sitting out his senior 
year for fear of injury before the MLB Draft:
“I’m just going to play the game. I’m playing for 

Team USA this fall. It’s going to be amazing to rep-
resent the best country. This high school season, we 
fell short the past two years from winning the state 
championship and we haven’t won one here at our 
school, Colleyville Heritage. So I’m just going to try 
my best and the team, we’re just going to try to do 
our thing and get us a state championship.” 

On his friendship with Orioles 2018 first-round 
pick Grayson Rodriguez, a right-handed pitcher 
and fellow Texas native:
“I actually played with him a couple of times, yes. 
I have him on Snapchat and stuff. He throws REAL 
hard.” 

Listen to Glenn Clark Radio live from
Monday-Friday 
10 a.m.-noon

GlennClarkRadio.com

They said it onThey said it on The Baltimore Orioles have the first pick in the 2019 MLB Draft, and 
Colleyville Heritage (Texas) High School shortstop Bobby Witt Jr. is pro-
jected by many to be the best player in next June’s draft. The Orioles 
recently hired Witt’s uncle, Doug, as a pro scout, as well.

Witt joined Glenn Clark Radio Sept. 11 for his first at-length Baltimore 
interview. Here are some of the highlights from what the potential future 
Oriole had to say.



altimore Ravens pass rusher Za’Darius 
Smith could have easily never played 
football at all. 

After playing basketball for most 
of his life, Smith realized after his ju-
nior year of high school that the sport 
wasn’t destined to be a significant 
part of his future, especially given the 

realities presented by his size (he’s currently 6-foot-4). 
Suggestions were made that he give football a shot, but 
trying to join the varsity team at Greenville (Ala.) High 
School as a senior after having never played the game 
before was a bit of a reach. But the football coach said if 
the other seniors approved of it, he’d allow Smith to join. 

Smith knows how much his life changed because his 
classmates voted to allow him to play. 

“If it wasn’t for them, I wouldn’t be Za’Darius Smith,” 
he said.

The former University of Kentucky standout has had 
to grind in recent years to rediscover the promise he 
showed during his rookie season in 2015 (5.5 sacks). The 
difficulty of that grind might have been easier to stom-
ach for Smith considering where he’s come from. 

If you watched the first two seasons of the hit Netflix 
show “Last Chance U,” you’re probably familiar with East 
Mississippi Community College in Scooba, Miss. The 
school has been a landing spot for a number of high-pro-
file football players who have dealt with behavioral issues 
or academic struggles. It gives players one more opportu-
nity to try to transition to (or back to) a major Football 
Bowl Subdivision (FBS) college football program. 

Smith played at East Mississippi in 2011 and 2012. He 
was a part of the school’s first junior college national 
championship team in 2011. His reason for coming to the 
school wasn’t the same as most of his teammates. He 
just needed somewhere to further develop as a football 
player because he had only played one season in high 
school. But his experience in Scooba was exactly like the 
experiences of his teammates and just as raw as what 
fans saw on the show, which centered on the school’s 
2015 and 2016 teams. 

“Coming out of East Mississippi going to Kentucky, a 
lot of guys was like, ‘Dang Z, you’re so humble,’” Smith 
said. “‘Dang Z, you’re so happy about everything that 
you get.’ At junior college, we didn’t have a pair of cleats 
a game or we didn’t have different gloves per game. We 
had one pair of shoes, one pair of cleats for the whole 
season. That little stuff right there made me humble. To 
make it out of there, it was basically football and books 
at East Mississippi.”

And as was evident on the show, simply living in the 
town of Scooba (population 732 ... seriously) was a par-
ticularly humbling experience. What was there to do?

“Nothing,” Smith said. “You gotta go 30 miles south 
to Meridian or 45 miles to Starkville. If you don’t have a 
vehicle -- that’s something I didn’t have, I didn’t have a 
vehicle. I was considered an out-of-state guy. So on the 
weekends I couldn’t go home, I just had to stay there. 
That’s what kept my mind focused on football.” 

That isolation also drove Smith to take academics 
seriously and forge a friendship with one of the stars of 
“Last Chance U,” former East Mississippi academic ad-
viser Brittany Wagner. 

“When I first went on my visit to East Mississippi, it 
was me, my mom and my brother. As soon as I got there, 
that was the first lady that I met,” Smith said. “I kid you 
not, she said, ‘If you come here, you’re gonna be in your 
books and we’re going to play football.’ And that was the 
two things that she told me and we stuck with it and we 
got my work done, and I was able to go to a [Division I] 
university after that. So I thank Ms. Brittany Wagner for 
everything.” 

Wagner was actually a little apprehensive about 
Smith’s arrival in Scooba. 

“In Mississippi, we have limits on how many out-of-
state players we can bring in,” Wagner said. “We can only 
bring in eight out-of-state players. So typically those 
eight players are [Division I] transfers, they’re highly 
recruited, five-star players. They are the reason why we 
win championships. Typically they are D-linemen and 
quarterbacks and just really talented players. 

“I remember [former East Mississippi defensive line 
coach Freddie] Roach saying, ‘We’re bringing this kid in 
from Alabama, he’s an out of stater, he’s a D-lineman, 
you’re gonna love him, he’s never played football.’ And I 
was thinking, ‘What are we doing? Are we trying to lose?’”

But it didn’t take long for Wagner to take to Smith. 
“[He] seemed a little shy and a little insecure, kinda 

scared, and he did seem just a little intimidated and 
unsure of the process,” Wagner said. “But he was so 
polite and he looked you in the eye and he was well-
spoken, and I just kinda could tell right off the bat that 
he was a good kid and that he just was gonna be one of 
those guys that I immediately kinda took to and want-
ed to see succeed. And of course that’s exactly what he 

turned out to be.”
Smith needed to take extra classes in order to leave 

East Mississippi for Kentucky in time to arrive for spring 
football his second year, and Wagner watched the work 
Smith put in. Wagner could tell he was going to be able 
to handle the hard work it would take to succeed better 
than the typical entitled athletes who have been given 
everything in life simply because of their overwhelming 
talent. 

“People always ask me, ‘What’s the difference in the 
guys you have playing in the NFL and the guys that may-
be don’t make it even to Division I?’” Wagner said. “And 
I think that’s the difference. Usually the guys that make 
it to the NFL -- either it was a situation like Za’Darius’ 
where they weren’t recruited out of high school, or they 
didn’t have that opportunity, they weren’t ‘the guy’ and 
they really had to fight for it. And they learned work eth-
ic. They learned that there’s not a magic wand. I used to 
say that all the time: ‘Guys, there’s not a magic wand. I 
don’t have it, Coach doesn’t have it, nobody has it. You 
are your own magic wand.’

“And that clicked with Za’Darius. He had some pretty 
rough moments. Coach Roach recruited him and Coach 
Roach left. We hired another D-line coach. He had some 
moments. He was playing on a D-line that was an entire 
Division I D-line. He didn’t come in there and start. He 
had to earn his spot. It’s a rough place to be, it’s a rough 
coach to play for. 

“In recruiting, he was just getting hounded in recruit-
ing. Then when he chose Kentucky, he got a lot of flak for 
that. He definitely went through it and held his own, and 
I definitely think that’s the difference in his success. He 
gets it, that everything he gets in life he will earn himself. 
No one will give it to him.”

That rough coach was Buddy Stephens, the sharp-
tongued coach of the Lions whose brutal style was on 
display throughout “Last Chance U,” with regular full-
throated, profanity-laced rants directed at his players. 
Smith believes even that experience benefitted him for 
his pro career. 

“I give it to him, I’m glad I got that early in my foot-
ball career,” Smith said. “Just because that comes with 
the game. He talked the talk, walked the walk. At the 
time, he’s still a coach. And all he wants to do is make 
you better as a person. For me to learn that and for that 
to click real quick -- a lot of guys couldn’t deal with the 
temper tantrums that he has. I was one of the guys that 
sat there listening while he was screaming and I learned 
from it.” 

Smith and Wagner have remained close since working 
together at East Mississippi. He’d regularly reach out to 
her during his time at Kentucky. In fact, Wagner pointed 
out that Smith’s graduation announcement could be 
seen on her office bulletin board when viewers watch the 
show. Last November, she happened to be in the area for 
a speaking engagement at Towson University and ended 
up spending her birthday with Smith. She toured the 
Ravens’ practice facility in Owings Mills, Md., and met 
the people who are now part of his professional life.  

“To build friendships, you gotta keep your word and 
you gotta stay true to what you know,” Smith said. 
“From my first day there, on my visit, she told me what 
we were gonna do and we pursued it and we worked hard 
and from now on, man, we’re like best friends. ... We’re 
forever going to stay friends.” 

“I watch him, I keep up with him, I know exactly what 
he’s doing,” Wagner said. “I follow him on all of social 
media and sometimes I get on to him for things. So yeah, 
he will never get rid of me.”

Smith hopes his experience at East Mississippi and 
his relationship with Wagner will continue to benefit him 
even well beyond football.

“I hope so,” Smith said. “I try to teach every young 
kid that I go talk to, to always respect older people and 
listen to what they’re trying to tell you because they 
done been through some situations that you’re going 
to go through in life. So just take notes and listen when 
they’re trying to tell you something.” •
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 THE REALITY CHECK

  Glenn Clark

For Ravens’ Za’Darius Smith, 
JUCO Experience Was More 
Like ‘First Chance U’
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Za'Darius Smith



38  |  OCTOBER 2018  |    |  PRESSBOXSPORTS  |  @PRESSBOXONLINE

THE POP CULTURE AUCTION HOUSE

HAKES.COM
SPORTS MEMORABILIA

& MUCH MORE
OFFERED IN OUR PREMIER

AUCTION EVENTS

CONSIGN
TODAY!

P.O.Box 12001
York, PA 17402
(866) 404-9800

 DIAMOND COMIC PRESENTS:  

RICIG’S WORLD OF SPORTS





OFFICIAL CAR OF THE 
BALTIMORE RAVENS

1DRIVERS SHOULD ALWAYS BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR OWN SAFE DRIVING. PLEASE ALWAYS PAY ATTENTION TO YOUR SURROUNDINGS AND DRIVE SAFELY. DEPENDING ON THE CONDITIONS OF 
ROADS, VEHICLES, WEATHER, ETC., THE SYSTEM(S) MAY NOT WORK AS INTENDED. SEE OWNER’S MANUAL FOR DETAILS. THE TSS PRE-COLLISION SYSTEM IS DESIGNED TO HELP AVOID OR REDUCE 
THE CRASH SPEED AND DAMAGE IN CERTAIN FRONTAL COLLISIONS ONLY. IT NOT A SUBSTITUTE FOR SAFE AND ATTENTIVE DRIVING. SYSTEM EFFECTIVENESS DEPENDS ON MANY FACTORS, SUCH 
AS SPEED, DRIVER INPUT AND ROAD CONDITIONS. DYNAMIC RADAR CRUISE CONTROL IS DESIGNED TO ASSIST THE DRIVER AND IS NOT A SUBSTITUTE FOR SAFE AND ATTENTIVE DRIVING PRACTICES. 
SYSTEM EFFECTIVENESS DEPENDS ON MANY FACTORS, SUCH AS WEATHER, TRAFFIC AND ROAD CONDITIONS. LANE DEPARTURE ALERT WITH STEERING ASSIST IS DESIGNED TO READ LANE MARKERS 
UNDER CERTAIN CONDITIONS. IT PROVIDES A VISUAL AND AUDIBLE ALERT AND SLIGHT STEERING FORCE WHEN LANE DEPARTURE IS DETECTED. IT IS NOT A COLLISION-AVOIDANCE SYSTEM OR A 
SUBSTITUTE FOR SAFE AND ATTENTIVE DRIVING. EFFECTIVENESS DEPENDS ON MANY FACTORS. AUTOMATIC HIGH BEAMS OPERATE AT SPEEDS ABOVE 25 MPH. FACTORS SUCH AS DIRTY WINDSHIELD, 
WEATHER, LIGHTING & TERRAIN LIMIT EFFECTIVENESS REQUIRING DRIVER TO MANUALLY OPERATE THE HIGH BEAMS. SEE OWNER’S MANUAL FOR ALL TSS DETAILS.

It’s got your back. And sides. And front.
Camry’s standard Toyota Safety Sense™ P (TSS-P)1 is an active 
safety package that combines Pre-Collision System with 
Pedestrian Detection (PCS w/PD), Lane Departure Alert with  
Steering Assist (LDA w/SA), Automatic High Beams (AHB) and 
Dynamic Radar Cruise Control (DRCC) to assist you. TSS-P’s  
comprehensive features create in-the-moment safety designed 
to help keep you safe under certain circumstances.


