HOCKEY VOCABULARY
Overview
In this lesson, students will
become familiar with common
hockey terms that will serve them
in other lessons about hockey,
sports, and the world.

ELA Learning Objective: I can define hockey terms and
make predictions about compound words. (~60 minutes)

Materials
• Washington Capitals Handouts:
A Day at the Rink, Vocabulary
List, Word Predictions
• Graphic Organizer: Word Card
• Writing utensils
• Crayons, markers, or colored
pencils

Essential Question
What vocabulary helps describe
the game of hockey?

Standards
CCSS L.2.4.A Use sentence-level
context as a clue to the meaning of a
word or phrase.
CCSS L.2.4.D Use knowledge of the
meaning of individual words to predict
the meaning of compound words
(e.g., birdhouse, lighthouse, housefly;
bookshelf, notebook, bookmark).

Warm Up
1. Show students the image above or a video clip of a hockey game.
2. Ask students to list, as a class, all the words they can think of that
have to do with sports, while you record their answers on the board,
chart paper, or an interactive screen. Help them with starters for
various parts of speech (adjectives: cold, fast; nouns: ball, basket,
stick; verbs: run, jump, skate; etc.) and categorize the words on the
list according to parts of speech.
3. Explain that many sports have special words that label items used
in the sport or descriptions about how the sport is played.
4. Tell students that you will be following the local hockey team, the
Washington Capitals, this year and will, from time to time, be
discussing the team. To prepare, you will all learn some new
vocabulary together.
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Activity
1. Tell the students that since you will be studying a team sport, you
will be assigning temporary teams to complete today’s lesson. Then,
purposefully divide the students into small groups.

Differentiation
Support
• Have student pairs serve each

role together
• Complete one or more

sections of the Word Card prior
to the lesson (make it random
or particular, per your needs)
Challenge
• Have students serve in a

different role for every word
• Ask students to find and add

one or more words to their
category
Extensions
• Record the live-matching game

and post it to your class web
page or blog

2. Assign a different part of speech to each group: Group 1 will be in
charge of nouns; Group 2 will be in charge of verbs; Group 3 will be
in charge of adjectives; and Group 4 will be in charge of adverbs.
[Note: depending on class size, you may want to assign more than
one group per category.]
3. Have each group choose a Reader, Writer, Illustrator, and
Questioner. (If your groups are larger, additional roles are presenter
and timekeeper.)
Reader: reads the definitions and makes sure everyone in the group
understands them; reads and provides edits for the writer.
Writer: composes and writes the sentences that defines the words
contextually.
Illustrator: draws the pictures that demonstrate the definitions.
Questioner: thinks of a question that can be asked about each term.

4. Use the Vocabulary List and provide each small group with the list
of words and definitions associated with their part of speech.
Distribute the Word Cards to the groups, one card for each
vocabulary word.
5. Give the students time to complete the Word Cards, as a team.
Allow them to use all the resources in your room, including you, to
gather the information they need.

Assessment
1. Have student presenters show and explain their Word Cards.
2. Have students play a live-matching game where one student from
each group jumps in to a new group in front of the class and they
form a sentence with each of their words. Sentences may be silly!
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VOCABULARY LIST
NOUNS

VERBS

Goal

Skate

Shot

Slap

Puck

Keep

Team

Work

ADJECTIVES

ADVERBS

Sweaty

Quickly

Freezing

Cooperatively

Strong

Loudly

Canadian

Backwards
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VOCABULARY LIST
Goal: point scored when a puck goes in the net
Shot: attempt to score a goal by hitting the puck to the net
Puck: hard, rubber disc
Team: group of people working together
Sweaty: wet from working or playing hard
Freezing: very very cold
Strong: powerful
Canadian: someone who comes from Canada
Skate: boot with a sharp blade on the bottom used to move on ice
Slap: to hit hard
Keep: to hold on to
Work: make an effort; try
Quickly: fast
Cooperatively: working together as a pair or group
Loudly: doing something while making a lot of noise
Backwards: moving in reverse
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NAME: _____________________

WORD_______________________________
DEFINITION

ORIGINAL SENTENCE
(The sillier the better.)
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DRAWING

QUESTION
(Something you really want to know.)

NAME: _____________________

COMPOUND WORD PREDICTIONS
Can you predict what these words mean? They are
combinations of words you have already learned.

Goaltending
Slapshot
Teammate
Teamwork

BONUS: Can you think of a compound word that isn’t
on this list?

capsinschool.com

