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The strong commitment from both the founders of the James Mosher little league  

 and its earliest players speak to the life lessons garnered from seasons long ago

by CHARLIE VASCELLARO 
— PAGE 10  —
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OF THE MONTH

END OF AN ERA
TIGHT END DENNIS PITTA, HERE SCORING A TOUCHDOWN DURING THE RAVENS' VICTORY AGAINST THE SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS IN SUPER BOWL XLVII FEB. 3, 2013, WAS RELEASED 
BY THE TEAM WITH AN INJURY WAIVER JUNE 7 AFTER SUFFERING THE THIRD MAJOR HIP INJURY OF HIS SEVEN-YEAR CAREER. "DENNIS IS ONE OF THE GREAT RAVENS, AND HE 
HAS DONE EVERYTHING HE CAN TO MAKE OUR TEAM BETTER," RAVENS GENERAL MANAGER OZZIE NEWSOME SAID.
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o you remember the 
lean years? That nearly 
decade-and-a-half in 
which the once-proud 
Orioles franchise was 
reeling with seemingly 
no clue as to how to re-

gain its once lofty status in Major League 
Baseball.

You can pretty much pinpoint the 
beginning of the losing to when general 
manager Frank Wren was fired after the 
1999 season, just one season into a three-
year deal. The Orioles finished that sea-
son at 78-84, and while Wren and owner 
Peter Angelos mixed like oil and water, 
Wren at least understood how to build a 
team using free agents and drafting wise-
ly.

What followed was a seemingly non-
stop cavalcade of well-intentioned folks 
who did not have the knowledge needed 
to create a plan for winning. But most im-
portantly, what former front office execu-
tives Syd Thrift, Jim Beattie, Mike Fla-
nagan and Jim Duquette failed to master 
was how to work with their boss, Angelos.

And while the mangers bore little re-
semblance to anyone who inspired much 
confidence, to be fair, former Orioles 
managers Ray Miller, Mike Hargrove, 
Lee Mazzilli Sam Perlozzo and Dave 
Trembley didn’t have “the horses” (my 
mother used to love to quote the late 
great Casey Stengel).

But when judging those who led the 
Orioles from 1998-2011, the flip side is 
true as well. None of the general manag-
ers employed between Wren and Andy 

MacPhail were ever executives anywhere 
else after leaving the Orioles. And of the 
managers mentioned above, only Har-
grove received another chance when he 
was named skipper of the Seattle Mari-
ners.

However, that all changed in June 
2007, when Angelos brought in MacPhail 
to run his team’s baseball operations. 
While the Orioles never experienced suc-
cess on the field under MacPhail, he did 
set in motion certain initiatives -- both 
on the field and off -- that would set the 
team up for success under the current 
tandem of manager Buck Showalter and 
executive vice president of baseball op-
erations Dan Duquette.

Together, Showalter and Duquette 
have teamed up to make the Orioles a 
team to be respected and reckoned with.

During the losing era (1998-2011), 
teams could hardly contain themselves 
at the chance to pry players away from 
Baltimore. But now, more times than 
not, the Orioles win trades. See slugger 
Mark Trumbo for catcher Steve Clev-
enger, or outfielder Seth Smith for right-
hander Yovani Gallardo.

Fans may look to the end of the Ori-
oles’ 2018 season with trepidation regard-
ing the status of would-be free-agents 
Manny Machado and Zach Britton. But I 
hesitate for another reason. You see, that 
is the end of the contract extensions that 
were awarded to Duquette and Showal-
ter in January 2013.

From the outside, nobody could un-
derstand how the Beatles broke up, or 
how Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis parted 
ways. In sports, how could Dallas Cow-
boys owner Jerry Jones and head coach 

Jimmy Johnson not make it work after 
two Super Bowl titles? The world is re-
plete with stories of unbridled success by 
people working together with a common 
purpose who simply didn’t feel warm and 
fuzzy about one another.

Normally in sports, the owner will hire 
an executive to run his team and let that 
person pick his field general. Angelos, for 
different reasons, has twice had a man-
ager in place and hired his boss, which 
is not ideal. He first did it when he re-
placed manager Phil Regan after his one 
season at the helm of the Orioles in 1995, 
and then weeks later hired Davey John-
son. Shortly after Johnson was brought 
on board, Pay Gillick was hired as gen-
eral manager.

In the case of Showalter, it was 
MacPhail who handpicked him to be the 
permanent manager after firing Tremb-
ley. Juan Samuel was an interim hire, but 
MacPhail installed Showalter for the last 
two months of the 2010 season. MacPhail 
chose to leave the Orioles after the 2011 
season to tend to his ailing father.

By November 2011, when Duquette 
was hired, Showalter was already firmly 
ensconced in his seat as the most popu-
lar Orioles skipper since Johnson held 
the post for the 1996 and 1997 seasons.

So, I pose the question: If you could 
only keep one, who would it be, Duquette 
or Showalter?

For me, the answer is a no-brainer. As 
much as I view Showalter as one of the few 
difference-makers in a major league dug-
out, I think Duquette is the ultimate com-
bination of visionary and grinder in the po-
sition that is the hardest to fill in Birdland.

As I have pointed out at various times 
in various columns, I find Duquette’s re-
emergence as a general manager savant 
to be one of the most impressive second 
acts I have ever seen in sports.  Doing it 
while working in close concert with An-
gelos could not have been easy. He is as 
tough as they come to work with.

Clearly, my first choice would be to 
keep both, but the feeling I get is that 
the Orioles’ winningest tandem during 
the past 35 years will wither on the vine 
after the 2018 season.   B
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 ONE FAN’S OPINION

After 2018, Can The Orioles Keep 
Dan Duquette And Buck Showalter?
  Stan “The Fan” Charles
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rioles team dermatologist Dr. Ken Was-
serman co-founded Major League Base-
ball’s skin cancer screening initiative 18 
years ago. Sponsored by MLB, the Play-
ers Association and the American Acad-
emy of Dermatology, the Play Sun Smart 
program has conducted more than 40,000 
skin cancer screenings of players, coach-

es, general managers, announcers, ballpark employees and 
police since 1999.

“We do screenings at all 30 ballparks,” Wasserman said. 
“Year after year, we see the same faces. The goal of the pro-
gram is to screen the players and raise the public awareness of 
skin cancer. Many of the lesions we take off are not cancerous, 
but it’s better to get them early. We’ve discovered hundreds of 
malignancies.”

A lifelong baseball fan, Wasserman uses the pitch-out met-
aphor to stress the need for screening.

“The catcher calls a pitch-out because a runner might be 
stealing,” he said. “The pitcher throws over and the runner is 
not going. Every once in a while, you catch one. We see a bunch 
of negatives for every positive.” 

In February of this year, Wasserman won the prestigious 
James R. Andrews Award for excellence in sports medicine. 
The award is given annually by the American Sports Medicine 
Institute for an individual or organization that has advanced 
the field of research, medical treatment, injury prevention or 
on-field care for baseball. 

“There’s a huge need for skin care in all sports,” said Was-
serman, citing the U.S. Open tennis championships and golf 
tournaments. “One in five Americans will get skin cancer. 
Screenings save lives.”

Assisted by Jackie Robinson’s daughter, Sharon, and Lou 
Melendez in the commissioner’s office, MLB’s screening pro-
gram began in 1999 and received national attention in 2004 

when then-commissioner Bud Selig received treatment for a 
malignant melanoma on his forehead and then became a na-
tional spokesperson. 

“He had a terrible scare, and his story appeared in The New 
York Times,” Wasserman said. “He’d supported the program 
before but really began pushing it after he himself was diag-
nosed.”   

The program has matured into an effective method for 
early detection and has come to be known as Play Sun Smart. 
Wasserman recalls a police officer who was screened at Shea 
Stadium in New York and returned to thank his doctors for 
identifying an early malignancy. 

“He came in a year after his screening in tears and hugged 
all of us,” Wasserman said. “He had the kind of skin cancer 
that would have been fatal. He happened to be on duty the day 
we were doing the screenings. I started getting teary-eyed.” 

A leading dermatologist in the Philadelphia area, Wasser-
man is at Camden Yards every seven-to-10 days doing screen-
ings for the Orioles and dealing with skin-related conditions, 
such as heat rash, insect bites, dermatitis, planter’s warts and 
poison ivy. 

“I see a lot of people,” he said. “I take care of the coaches. 
They’ve been out in the sun longer, in the days before sun-
block and sun protection. I screen the broadcasters -- [Gary] 
Thorne, [Jim] Palmer and [Rick] Dempsey -- and they talk 
about it on the air. The last thing players see now before going 
on the field is a table full of sunblock creams and sprays.”

Wasserman has served in various roles during his past 15 
years as team dermatologist for the Orioles.

“I love baseball, and I love dermatology,” Wasserman said 
in his acceptance speech after receiving the award. “Very few 
people in this world get to do one of the things they love, and 
I get to do both.” 

-- Dean Smith

Former Orioles Prospect 
Buck Britton Transitions 
To Coaching 

Fans attending Delmarva Shorebirds games this summer 
may see another familiar name on the back of a jersey in the 
home dugout. 

Yes, former Oriole Ryan Minor is in his seventh year man-
aging the Orioles’ Single-A affiliate, but this year he is joined 
by first-year hitting coach Buck Britton.

Britton, 31, is the older brother of Orioles All-Star closer 
Zach Britton, but he also played seven seasons in the Ori-
oles’ minor league system during a nine-year professional ca-
reer before returning to the Orioles' organization to begin his 
coaching career this season. 

While the offseason transition from player to coach has 
been quick -- Britton played his last professional games 
with Licey of the Dominican Winter League last October --  
the familiarity of returning to the organization that drafted 
him in 2008, and where he played through 2014, has helped 
him settle in.

“I was with the Orioles for so long that being in Sarasota, 
[Fla.], felt like my second home,” Britton said. “And having the 
same guys in the organization still from when I was playing 
here has been a comfortable transition. They’re really good 
with handling not only their coaches but their players, which 
is why guys like me love coming back to help or guys that have 
played with the Orioles like coming back. It’s been a smooth 
transition all the way through.”

The decision to step away from the diamond as a player 
is never easy, but Buck Britton’s previous relationship with 
the Orioles’ organization provided him with resources and en-
couragement as he made the decision to take the next step in 
his baseball career.

“First off, I love baseball, and I love being around it,” Brit-
ton said. “… I even had [Orioles manager] Buck [Showalter] 
tell me he thought I would be really good at this. So just hav-
ing those types of influences not necessarily steering me in 
a direction, but helping me when it was time to stop playing 
-- helping reinforce that ‘this is something that you would be 
good at and we would love to have you.’” 

Now, Britton finds himself on the other side of the batting 
cage, helping Orioles prospects improve on the field and at 
the plate to continue their development as they chase every 
player’s dream of working through the farm system and mak-
ing it to the majors. 

Many of the Shorebirds players are experiencing their 
first full professional seasons after being drafted out of high 
school or college as recently as June 2016. That means this is 
their first year playing 140 games between April and Septem-
ber with more bus rides, more hotel rooms and more games 
against better competition than they have faced before.

That change in game preparation and mindset is where 
Britton and the minor league coaching staff step in.

“I just try to stick with the basics,” Britton said. “I don’t try 
to overload these guys just because it’s their first year of pro 
ball and they are not only having to figure out how to transi-
tion to a wood bat but kind of feel out the grind of 140 games 
playing every day. So a lot of it is not only the technical side 
but the mental side that I have to help these guys with. Most 
of them have never failed [at baseball] in their life, so it’s hav-
ing to mentor them more than anything.”

Britton’s experience comes from the 828 career minor 
league games he played in the Orioles, Los Angeles Dodgers 
and Minnesota Twins organizations. As a player, he experi-
enced many highs and lows, and he is now learning to channel 
that knowledge to the next crop of Orioles. 

Coming back home to the Orioles means Britton is again 
around many of the same coaches and instructors who ad-
vised him as a player, such as Orioles director of player devel-
opment Brian Graham and minor league hitting coordinator 
Jeff Manto. Though he is now coaching, Britton’s past rela-
tionships have been important to his own development as he 
continues his baseball journey in this new position.

“I am comfortable approaching those guys with different 
ideas and/or questions that I have,” Britton said. “They’ve 
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Dr. Ken Wasserman Continues To Lead 
Fight Against Skin Cancer In Baseball
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Dr. Ken Wasserman receiving the James R. Andrews award last February
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been really good in that sense, where I can come to them with 
anything, and they are there to kind of still mentor me as I 
transition into this type of role.”

-- Matt Wilson

Former John Carroll 
Baseball Player Josh 
Hamer Was ‘An Angel 
Here On Earth’

Josh Hamer, once a promising pitcher for the John Carroll 
School’s varsity baseball team, was killed in a car accident in 
Bel Air, Md., in early March, just before his sophomore season 
was set to begin. Known for his infectious kindness off the field 
and his uplifting energy on it, the 15-year-old Hamer made a 
lasting impact on those he met. 

“Josh always had a smile on his face, and he could light 
up any room that he walked into, and he was such a humble 
person,” Hamer’s mother, Jennifer, said. “He worked hard at 
everything in life, and he never gloated about it. He was very in-
volved in youth group. He was a devout Christian. And watch-
ing him play baseball and football growing up was a blessing. 
He was just very athletically gifted. At 15, he was throwing a 
baseball 84-85 mph with ease. I just felt like he was an angel 
here on Earth, just touching everyone just by his daily action.”

Hamer, who was born in Denton, Texas,  and lived in North 
East, Md., had three older brothers -- Jacob, 17, and twins Ja-
son and Justin, 20. He went to Calvert Elementary and Rising 
Sun Middle in Cecil County before attending John Carroll, a 
private school in Bel Air, on what was nearly a full scholarship. 
Hamer excelled in the classroom in addition to the mound, 
carrying a 4.2 GPA.

The first ball he picked up as a baby was a baseball, accord-
ing to his mother, “and he loved it.” Jennifer placed him in an 
organized league for the first time when he was 3, and Hamer 

later began playing football at 6. Hamer broke his hand on his 
7th birthday and taught himself how to play baseball with a 
cast. He was diagnosed with Sever’s disease (a heel injury) 
at 12, meaning he couldn’t play baseball or football for six 
months, but that was merely a speed bump.

Jennifer said her son pushed himself hard in the classroom 
and on the diamond in seventh and eighth grade to put him 
in a position to attend John Carroll. Hamer played for John 
Carroll’s junior varsity baseball team as a freshman, and his 
head coach that year, Matt Backert, noted Hamer’s smile and 
“the compassion that he brought to the playing field and just 
to life every day.”

“There wasn’t a moment where you didn’t have a conversa-
tion with him that he didn’t light you up throughout that con-
versation,” Backert said. “Just the way he carried himself, the 
smile he brought, those are kind of the things, more so than 
what happened on and off the field, that you remember and 
you appreciated because you want nothing more than these 
kids to experience joy with their lives and especially playing 
baseball, and he definitely had it.”

Jennifer said her son paid attention to the small things in 
life, which he believed could make a difference in somebody’s 
day. She said he “touched so many people that I never even 
knew.”

“He’d be the one that said the prayer at dinner, and he 
would get up and thank you for dinner. It was just the com-
mon courtesies of opening doors regularly for people and the 
thank-yous and the pleases,” Jennifer said. “It came naturally 
to him. [It doesn’t] always come natural to kids that are 15, 16 
years old. The offering to help around the house, or around 
school, or around the baseball field when no one else was of-
fering.”

Hamer had what his mother described as “a gift to throw 
a baseball very hard.” Hamer’s father, James, grew up in New 
Jersey and once threw 93 mph. Hamer consistently reached 86 
mph during preseason workouts and was on track to be count-
ed on for significant innings on John Carroll’s varsity team this 
spring, according to head coach Darrion Siler. Virginia, Duke 
and Tulane were among the colleges already recruiting the 
6-foot-3, 174-pound Hamer, according to his mother.

This spring, the Patriots played in memory of Hamer, 
whom Siler said had a “passion for the game and a self-mo-
tivation that was uncanny, that you don’t see in most young 
guys,” and who represented “the ideal teammate.” 

John Carroll faced Gilman at Ripken Stadium in the Josh 
Hamer Memorial Game April 21. Hamer was honored in a 
pregame ceremony, and his parents were given an IronBirds 
jersey with his name and number on the back. 

Aberdeen IronBirds general manager Matt Slatus, who 
estimated that 1,500 people were in attendance for the game, 
said “the ballpark was just filled with love and it was filled 
with camaraderie, and it allowed the community to take a 
big step forward in the healing process.” The IronBirds will 
honor Hamer with a No. 25 patch on the sleeve of their jer-
seys this summer and display a John Carroll Hamer jersey 
at the ballpark.

Contributions can be made to the Josh Hamer Memorial 
Scholarship Fund at johncarroll.org/josh. Nearly $37,000 has 
already been raised, according to Hamer’s mother, including 
$10,000 at Ripken Stadium April 21. She hopes the fund will 
help someone like Hamer -- a good student and a promising 
athlete -- go to John Carroll in the future. 

-- Luke Jackson
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Josh Hamer's mother, Jennifer, throws out the first pitch at Ripken Stadium before the Josh Hamer 
Memorial Game April 21
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ver since it opened in 
1962, what is now called 
Royal Farms Arena has 
included professional 
wrestling as a staple 
among its events.

Buddy Rogers, Bruno 
Sammartino, “Superstar” 

Billy Graham, George “The Animal” Steele, 
Haystacks Calhoun, Ivan Koloff, Hulk 
Hogan, Randy “Macho Man” Savage, The 
Rock, John Cena, Jeff and Matt Hardy 
-- they’ve all been in the squared circle in 
downtown Baltimore. In fact, Sammartino 
lost his World Wide Wrestling Federation 
title to Graham in Baltimore April 30, 1977.

Of course, the WWWF is now World 
Wrestling Entertainment, but they’re still 
coming to Baltimore.

And Baltimore loves it.
“They are a market staple,” Arena gen-

eral manager Frank Remesch said. “We 
have two to three shows every year, which 

do phenomenally well.”
In the past, the Arena actually played 

host to more wrestling than that. 
According to the website WWFOldSchool.

com, the WWWF first came to the Arena Feb. 
6, 1963. The headline match that night was 
between Rogers, the WWWF champion at 
the time, and Bobo Brazil. The site lists 11 
nights of wrestling at the Arena in 1963 and 
13 nights in 1964.

“In the late ‘80s and early ‘90s, we would 
literally have one show every month and a 
half,” Remesch said. “Now we don’t have 
as many, but they’re all monster sellouts.”

And that included the June 4 “Extreme 
Rules” pay-per-view event, which featured 
Roman Reigns, Finn Balor, Seth Rollins, 
Bray Wyatt, Samoa Joe and Alexa Bliss, 
and drew an announced crowd of 11,769.

Professional wrestling is but a small 
part of the huge buffet of events served up 
at Royal Farms Arena, which is owned by 
the city of Baltimore and managed by sub-
urban Philadelphia-based SMG. In June, 
for example, acts as diverse as Neil Dia-

mond, Chance the Rapper and Journey 
will perform there, as will the Baltimore 
Brigade of the Arena Football League.

Remesch started working at the arena 
in 1988 as an electrician. He was later the 
operations manager and was promoted to 
GM in 2004. He said he loves when WWE 
comes to town.

“They just do a great job,” he said. “I can’t 
tell you how well they treat my staff. Every-
body in that organization is terrific, from the 
behind the scenes folks to the stars.

“They’re professional. They know what 
they’re doing. They’ve been in this build-
ing. Everything about it is no-nonsense. 
They are a joy to have. When you sell the 
building out and have no complaints, I 
think that’s a win, win, win, win.”

And Remesch said the WWE is good to 
more than just his staff. It is good for the 
city’s economy, too.

“I don’t think people grasp this,” he 
said. “People do come from out of state 
to watch these events. I think people lose 
sight of that.”

And that’s easy to do. WWE, which de-
clined to make an executive available to 
speak with PressBox, puts on hundreds 
of events each year. In the days before its 
June 4 show at the Royal Farms Arena, 
there were WWE shows in Trenton, N.J., 
Reading, Pa., and Bridgeport, Conn. 
And this summer, WWE will be in Bel 
Air, Md., Wildwood, N.J., Philadelphia, 
Washington, D.C., and Newark, Del. All 
are within easy driving distance of Bal-
timore.

But, Remesch said, “if you call the 
Days Inn [directly across the street from 
the arena], they will tell you their num-
bers spike, when we have a show.”

And it’s more than that, he added.
“The net economic impact to the area 

is large,” Remesch said. “It’s hard to 
quantify, but it’s a natural progression. 
When you have an event that sells 11,000 
to 12,000 seats, you’re selling a lot of hot 
dogs and popcorn and cotton candy, 
you’re keeping a lot of union workers em-
ployed. The larger wrestling shows -- the 
pay-per-views -- we could have 400 to 500 
people working on one day.”

And Remesch said he isn’t even both-
ered when WWE brings a show to the 
APG Federal Credit Union Arena at Harf-
ord Community College in Bel Air, as was 
scheduled for June 16, less than two weeks 
after his June 4 show.

“It’s apples to oranges,” he said. “That’s 
a smaller venue. It’s not even close to the 
[Royal Farms] Arena. I want them to do 
well because it’s better for the market all 
around.” 

Professional Wrestling Events A 
‘Staple’ At Royal Farms Arena
  Ed Waldman

E
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(clockwise from left) little league Dodgers manager Derrick Thompson; Orioles center fielder Adam Jones on MLBPA day in June 2015; 
current James Mosher little league players at a game in May; former players watching a game;  

Mayor Catherine Pugh with players on Opening Day 2016; the 1975 Mustangs; Xavier Belton of the Braves

by CHARLIE 
VASCELLARO 
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are still vivid and come rushing forth for 
Rev. Quay Rich, one of the earliest alumni of 
West Baltimore’s nearly 60-year-old James 
Mosher Baseball little league, whose games 
are still played on its original two diamonds 
located behind James Mosher Elementary 
School at 2400 West Mosher Street.

“I still think it was the greatest game 
ever played in the James Mosher league,” 
said Rich, 68. “I was pitching against Stan-
ley Williams. They called him ‘Poop.’ He 
was quite an athlete and quite a pitcher. It 
was the championship game in the second 
year of the league [in 1961]. 

“The Cubs versus the Athletics; I was on 
the Cubs. Mr. Meacham was coaching the 
Athletics, Mr. White was the coach of the 
Cubs. His wife called us ‘the mighty, mighty 
Cubs.’ I was the best left-handed pitcher in 
the league -- that’s no boast, just a fact. ... I 
had my good stuff; Poop had his fastball. I 
pitched a one-hitter and struck out 12 guys. 
Poop pitched a no-hitter and struck out 15. 
Jimmy Hurd hit a home run off me for the 
only hit. There was no fence back then; the 
ball just rolled and rolled. It kept on rolling, 
and Jimmy ran around the bases.”

Playing little league baseball is the stuff 
memories are made of, and Rich recalled 
the end of that game in great detail.

“Jimmy Hurd lived across the street from 
me on the 800 block of Monroe Street; he and 
Poop were neighbors,” said Rich, who later 
earned distinction as the first African-Amer-
ican member of the Baltimore Orioles’ front 
office staff, working as assistant director 
of season ticket and group sales from 1986-
1994. “The Massey boys lived two blocks up. 
Jake Massey walked and stole second and 
third in the bottom of the last inning, and 
Mr. White had him running up and down the 
baseline. He taught us how to do that Jackie 
Robinson thing, and then I remember him 
yelling at Jake to ‘go!’ It was like that play 
with Jackie Robinson and Yogi Berra in 
the [1955] World Series. Jake got under the 
tag, but the umpire called him out, and the 
whole team started crying.” 

The James Mosher little league, which is 
believed to be the oldest continuously run-
ning African-American little league, is still 
providing these types of memories and learn-
ing experiences for kids in West Baltimore.

While the league has thrived mostly due 
to the support of former players who’ve 
become members of James Mosher Associ-
ates, as well as the financial support of local 
businesses and community leaders, it re-
ceived a tremendous boost two years ago in 
the form of a donation of equipment and a 
clinic organized by the Major League Base-
ball Players Association.

In the aftermath of the turmoil that 
rocked Baltimore City in April 2015, follow-
ing the death of Freddie Gray, a 25-year-old 
African-American who lived near James 

Mosher Field in the city’s Sandtown-Win-
chester neighborhood and died of injuries 
suffered while being transported in a police 
van after being arrested, members of the 
James Mosher Associates reached out to 
the MLBPA for assistance. 

“The last couple of years we’ve been for-
tunate to get support from outside help,” 
James Mosher Baseball president William 
Neal said. “The Freddie Gray situation 
brought some attention to the area. There 
were organizations that dealt with baseball, 
and they wanted to see what they could do 
to help the Sandtown community. ...  We 
were a baseball organization that was in 
the backyard of where the Freddy Gray 
incident took place, so we started getting 
some attention.”

Former major league outfielder Jeffrey 
Hammonds, who played with the Orioles 
from 1993-1998, was among those who took 
an interest in the cause.

“I got a phone call from Jeffrey Ham-
monds, who works in the MLBPA office,” said 
Kenny Abrams, who had worked for the Ori-
oles as a community relations assistant when 
Hammonds was with the team. “He said he 
was watching this on television and was dis-
mayed at what he saw and said, ‘I can’t be-
lieve that B-more is on fire,’ and wondered 
what he could do to improve the situation.

“Jeff had been gone from Baltimore for 
quite some time, and we have a lot of folks 
that are from the area, but he took the time 
out to say, ‘I want to see how we can help 
make the situation better,’ and I commend 
Jeff for that.”

About two weeks after the civil unrest, an 
MLBPA contingent consisting of executive 
director Tony Clark, Negro Leagues Base-
ball Museum president Bob Kendrick, and 
current and former Orioles such as Ham-
monds, Frank Robinson, Eric Davis, Adam 
Jones, Delmon Young and first base coach 
Wayne Kirby, arrived at James Mosher Field 
to present the league with new equipment 
and conduct a three-game clinic. 

As part of the day’s activities, Clark ad-
dressed the reasons why the MLBPA chose 
to support the James Mosher league. 

“The players association, through 
our players’ trust, has been investing in 
inner-city kids for some time, but hav-
ing an opportunity to do something here 
is something we’ve never done, and that’s 
connecting ourselves with a league,” Clark 
said. “As we looked for opportunities, we re-
alized very quickly that the James Mosher 
little league was the right league to connect 
to. … [You] realize the lives that they’re af-
fecting and the number of kids that have 
been coming through the program.”

Michael Singletary, James Mosher Base-
ball’s chairman of the board and former 
league president, said he was impressed by 
the presence of the MLBPA and the signifi-
cant community turnout. 

“There were 300-plus kids from the pro-
gram with their parents and players, and 
MLB representatives put on a great clinic,” 
said Singletary, who played in the James 

Mosher little league in the 1970s and has man-
aged the league’s 9-12-year-old Braves team 
since 1994. “The former players were base 
coaches, and the kids got a chance to meet 
Frank Robinson, one of our former heroes.”

The James Mosher little league fields 
a total of 18 teams across three age levels: 
tee ball (ages 4-5), instructional (6-8) and 
majors (9-12). In addition, there are five 
traveling teams: 10-and-under, 13-15, 16-18, 
13-and-under girls softball and 13-and-un-
der fall league. 

“There are very few resources when 
it comes to recreation in the Baltimore 
City area,” Abrams said. “And that’s what  
[MLBPA] could do best when it comes to 
helping out with funding and fields and 

baseball equipment, not to mention just 
lending their name to things, which can help 
open some doors for this kind of grassroots 
organization and improve their situation.”

While James Mosher Baseball is a 
charter member of the Little League 
Baseball organization and has its foun-
dation in the sport, its mission goes be-
yond the games played on the field. Its 
“founding philosophy, aims and purpos-
es” are as follows: 

“To elevate and advance the moral, 
intellectual and social conditions of the 
youth of the community and combat ju-
venile delinquency. To encourage and 
promote good sportsmanship and en-
courage citizenship through sponsoring, 
promoting and supporting nonprofit lit-
tle league activities. 

“To advise and assist in coordinating 
activities related to the operation of little 
league sports activities and to stimulate 
public interest, support and participa-
tion of the community with respect to 
such activities.”

Founding member Al Meacham, 91, is 

James Mosher Associates chairman of 
the board emeritus and the oldest mem-
ber of the association. He said he is the 
only one around who saw the first pitch 
thrown in the league’s inaugural season 
and the final one thrown last season. He 
can still be found sitting with a group 
of the James Mosher Associates’ elder 
members in the shade of a construction 
storage shed down the third base line of 
the league’s main field.

“The idea was conceived by the James 
Mosher Elementary School [No. 144] 
principal [Dr. Mary N. Brooks],” said 
Meacham, the former assistant principal 
at Dunbar High School and unit principal 
at Calverton Middle School. “She wanted 

a group of men to devise an activity for 
boys with an emphasis on improving in-
tellect and social conditions, learning 
how to be a part of the community and 
improve relationships with others. When 
you leave the program and become suc-
cessful, you should give back to the pro-
gram what you received from it.” 

This philosophy is exemplified by 
the long list of James Mosher Baseball 
alumni serving as managers, coaches 
and members of the league’s association, 
such as groundskeeper Eric Davis.

“I played up here in 1962 … [the field] 
was nothing but mud when I was here,” 
said Davis, who also helps by getting 
some of the kids to the games in addition 
to paying league fees for those who can’t 
afford them. “Those apartments over 
there was nothing but a cemetery. These 
kids don’t realize this field was nothing 
compared to what it is today. We played 
on dirt.

“I live downtown on the 22nd floor in 
the high rise, but I come here every day. I 
love it. I take care of the field for them. … 
I gather these guys in these apartments 
from this neighborhood to play some ball. 
Some of them could pay, some of them 
couldn’t pay. I pay out my pocket. That’s 
what I do. I tell them we would never turn 
you away from a baseball club. 
You want to play baseball, James 

Out of  
the Ashes

All-Star 
Administration 
and Alumni

The MLBPA at Mosher Field in June 2015
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The Baltimore Early Phase Unit, located at Harbor Hospital 
in Baltimore, MD is currently seeking volunteers to participate
in a clinical research trial to evaluate a new investigational
medication for weight management.

For more information, 
please visit our website
www.parexel.com/baltimore
or call 1-877-617-8839
please reference study
#228172.

WE ARE RECRUITING:

• Healthy males 

• Ages 18-55  

• BMI 25 to 34.9  

• Smokers accepted

The study involves 1 information
visit, 1 screening visit, 1 in-house
stay of 8 days/7nights, and 
6 follow-ups.

If you qualify you may receive up to 
$4,420.00 for completing the study.

© 2017 PAREXEL International Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Participate in a clinical research trial

INVESTIGATIONAL MEDICATION

Mosher will make sure you play. We will 
come out of our pockets and make a way 
for you.”

Among the numerous business and 
community leaders who played in the 
James Mosher little league and have con-
tinued to their fulfill the commitment of 
giving back is former Baltimore Mayor 
Kurt Schmoke (1987-1999), who played 
during the league’s formative years. 

“I’m one of the old salts. I played for Al-
len Meacham Sr. on the Anderson Athlet-
ics,” Schmoke said. “They were sponsored 
by the local Anderson Car Company.

“[Mecham] provided structure. He 
talked to us about life lessons. He made 
it clear that this was a learning environ-
ment -- not only in sports but in other 
lessons of life. He brought a lot of what 
he had in the public school system onto 
the baseball field and let you know that 
he took the business of teaching very se-
riously. He was a tough guy but a good 
man, somebody that all the players ad-
mired and felt that he contributed a lot 
to our development as young men.”

Schmoke and his wife, ophthalmolo-
gist Dr. Patricia Schmoke, sponsor the 
league’s Schmoke Eye Expert Twins.

Alumni such as Schmoke and the long 
lineage of administrators and members of 
the association are the backbone of James 
Mosher Baseball and have helped to en-
hance the league’s reputation and draw 
the attention of big-time benefactors.

Current league president Neal has 
been involved with James Mosher Base-
ball for more than 40 years.

“I don’t love baseball as much as the 
program,” Neal said. “My real love is the 
program for the kids. I played in this league 
for one year because when the league 
started, I was 12, so I played one year, and 
I decided to come back and give support to 
the league. The real driving force was when 
I came back from Vietnam and decided I 
want to give something back. I came out 
of the service in 1973. I didn’t have any kids 
or anything, but I wanted to give back, and 
I got invited to come back and help. … As 
time kept moving, I started becoming one 
of the older members.”

Neal has witnessed a dramatic trans-
formation of the dynamics and demo-
graphics of the league. 

“We started out with six teams 58 
years ago and probably 90 percent of this 
community was middle class,” he said. 
“We had doctors, we had lawyers, we had 
government workers. They all lived in the 
community, so when we started out it was 
good and the kids really branched off and 
became successful at other things. And 
part of it was because of the lifestyle that 
was around them and not just in base-
ball. At that time, probably 70 percent of 
those kids had a mother and father in the 
household, and now, 58 years later, that 
is just the reverse. Probably 30 percent of 
our kids have a father and mother in the 
house. 

“Now we’ve got grandparents raising 
them, we’ve got aunts raising them, we’ve 
got uncles raising them and we’ve got 
mothers raising them. One of the things 
that we strongly support and we try to 

help with is the understanding of a bond 
and keeping the family together.” 

 

Fueled by the involvement and sup-
port of its alumni and the MLBPA, James 
Mosher Baseball is at an all-time high 
with 23 teams playing at its various lev-
els. The future is bright, as its two fields 
on the campus of James Mosher Elemen-
tary are scheduled to be refurbished at 
the conclusion of the 2017 season.

Coming on the heels of the MLBPA 
involvement, the league association 
was approached by the Ripken Baseball 
youth baseball organization.

“About a year after MLB was here in 
2015, I got a call from the Ripken Founda-
tion,” Neal said. “They said, ‘We’re going 
to turn one of your fields into a Ripken 
field.’’’ I said, ‘OK,’ but I also explained 
to them that it was not our field but the 
school’s field. They originally started 
dealing with the school, but then they 
found out about our legacy and longev-
ity on the field and that we were the ones 
who were maintaining it and keeping it 
and they started talking to us. 

“Originally we weren’t too keen on the 
idea because we were happy with our field, 
but after we did our homework and re-
searched it, we actually sent some teams 
out to play on the [artificial playing field] 
and we found out it wasn’t a bad thing. 
It’s not very often you get somebody that 

wants to come and spend a million dollars 
on your baseball field and program.” 

In June 2016, the Cal Ripken, Sr. Foun-
dation allocated $1.2 million to refurbish 
the facilities and rename it Eddie Murray 
Field at BGE Park Home of James Mosh-
er Baseball. Renovations will include a 
turf field, enclosed dugouts, a new back-
stop, bleachers and a digital scoreboard.

Fast approaching its 60th anniversary, 
the James Mosher little league is still cre-
ating memories that will last a lifetime 
for both its current players and long-time 
members.

“I never thought I would see Frank Rob-
inson and Brooks Robinson, Eddie Murray 
and Cal Ripken on this field. That was my 
dream,” said groundskeeper Eric Davis.

And with a little help from its friends, 
Neal is proud to report that the league is 
continuing to fulfill its mission:

“We’re very fortunate to see kids who 
have went on to do great things, not all in 
the line of baseball, but in the line of edu-
cation and becoming good gentlemen and 
good ladies, going out into society and be-
ing very successful in different areas,” Neal 
said. “They come back to us and remind us 
that James Mosher really started the idea 
and the thoughts of coming together and 
playing together as a team and having pa-
rental support outside of home, and it re-
ally makes us feel good because we know 
that we use baseball as a tool to raise the 
kids and to make better citizens of them 
-- to help them prepare and help them 
understand what teamwork is about and 
what life is about.”   

A Call from 
Ripken Baseball
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salutes Baltimore City graduating 
 seniors and their teachers   
for the 2016-17 academic year!

baltimoreteachers.org
Brought to you by: Baltimore Teachers Union



  THE 15

I’m not sure how long it took you to go from 
“Sure, Billy, I’ll get you a fidget spinner” to 
“If you spin that stupid thing one more time 
I’m going to toss it down the garbage dispos-
al.” A month? A week? Maybe a day? With 
your kids now home for the summer, there 
will inevitably be even more regular annoy-
ances. 

So I offer a suggestion: After your kids have 
tracked so much dirt into your house that 
you have to hire the Camden Yards grounds 
crew to drag it, try to settle them down with 
a movie. For The 15 this month, we look at 15 
sports movies you can watch with your kids 
this summer. 

(Note: With one exception, the following 
films are rated either PG or G. You probably 
shouldn’t watch “Bull Durham” with your 
kids.)

 
“A LEAGUE OF THEIR OWN” (1992)
While the story is fictional, it will offer your 
kids a look at a moment in sports history 

they might not fully understand. You might blush a 
little when Jimmy Dugan (Tom Hanks) asks an umpire, 
“Anyone ever tell you look like a penis with a little hat 
on?” 

 “COOL RUNNINGS” (1993)
Irving Blitzer (John Candy): “Do the words 
‘give up’ mean anything to you?” 

Derice Bannock (Leo Robinson): “Not a thing.” 
That’s an interaction your kids should hear. The movie, 
loosely based on the 1988 Jamaican Olympic bobsled 
team, is just as infectious today as it was when I was 10. 

“FIELD OF DREAMS” (1989) 
I’m including “Field of Dreams” because it’s 
a quintessential baseball movie that every 

kid should see. But beware of a scolding hot take here: 
“Field of Dreams” is really freaking weird. “Ease his 
pain?” “Go the distance?” The whole thing is bizarre. 
But it’s also baseball and America and all that. So show 
it to your kids. And when they tell you it’s weird, don’t 
fight with them. They’re right. But at least they’ve seen 
it. 

“GLORY ROAD” (2006)
Not only is “Glory Road” an underappreciat-
ed, solid flick, it’s also a reasonably accurate 

look at a significant moment in local sports history. The 
film is based on the story of the 1966 NCAA basketball 
championship game at Cole Field House, in which Texas 
Western (who started five black players) defeated an all-
white Kentucky team. Not shown in the movie? Legend-
ary former Maryland head coach Gary Williams sneak-
ing into the gym to watch the game. (True story.) 

“HOOSIERS” (1986) 
But after they watch it, your kids are proba-
bly going to want to measure everything they 

see, much like Norman Dale (Gene Hackman) did when 
the Milan High School basketball team first arrived at 
Hinkle Fieldhouse. 

“INVINCIBLE” (2006)
The only tough part is that after watching the 

story of Vince Papale (Mark Wahlberg) mak-

ing the Philadelphia Eagles, your kids are definitely go-

ing to assume they can one day be a Baltimore Raven. 

Actually, if they can play receiver, they might. Immedi-

ately. 

“THE MIGHTY DUCKS” (1992)
It has been 25 years since I first heard Adam 

Banks (Vincent Larusso) referred to as “Cake 

Eater.” I played along with it as a kid, but it took me 

two-and-a-half decades to finally bother to try to figure 

out what the hell that meant. Per IMDB: “This term 

is actually well known throughout Minnesota and re-

fers to people who live in the city of Edina, a suburb 

of Minneapolis. It’s in reference to Marie Antoinette’s 

infamous, ‘Let them eat cake.’” Honestly, I still don’t 

really understand. 

“MIRACLE” (2004) 
If you don’t think your kids will sit through 

the entire movie, you can just YouTube the 

scene in which Herb Brooks (Kurt Russell) delivers his 

pregame speech before the U.S. defeated Russia in the 

“Miracle On Ice” game during the 1980 Olympics. Per-

haps you can use it to inspire your kids to go wash your 

car or something. 

“REMEMBER THE TITANS” (2000)
Simply put, it’s the best football movie ever 

made. When I found out Wood Harris (who 

played Julius Campbell in “Remember The Titans,” and 

you may also know as Avon Barksdale from “The Wire”) 
would be appearing on Glenn Clark Radio in 2016, I 
thought to myself: “It would be a very hack thing to do 
to ask him to recreate the famous ‘left side/strong side’ 
scene from the movie.” I did it anyway. He obliged. I 
haven’t stopped smiling since. If your kids haven’t seen 
“Remember The Titans” they need to. It’s basically a 
perfect motion picture. 

“ROCKY” (1976)
Perhaps you didn’t remember that it wasn’t 
until “Rocky V” that a Rocky movie was rated 

anything above PG. Which reminds me that after your 
kids start demanding to watch the “Rocky” sequels, 
stop them before they press play on “Rocky V.” No one 
deserves that in their life. But what else can you say 
about “Rocky?” It’s one of the greatest movies ever 
made. In fact, if your kids haven’t already seen it, I have 
to wonder a bit about your parenting.  

“RUDY” (1993)
No, former Notre Dame head coach Dan 
Devine (Chelcie Ross) wasn’t actually a jerk. 

But the story of former Fighting Irish player Daniel 
“Rudy” Ruettiger wouldn’t be as good without an an-
tagonist. Let’s go back to that piping hot take soup so I 
can tell you the movie is probably a little overrated. But 
I’ll still acquiesce and tell you your kids should see it. 

“THE ROOKIE” (2002)
At times, the story of former Tampa Bay Dev-

il Rays pitcher Jim Morris (Dennis Quaid) is 

more than a bit hokey. But the movie checks all the 

boxes for an underdog Disney sports story, and you’d 

have to be completely heartless to not be touched by 

the scene that unfolds after Morris’ first career game. 

“THE SANDLOT” (1993)
Thanks to the incomparable Fourth of July 

scene (with Ray Charles’ version of “America 

The Beautiful” as a soundtrack), “The Sandlot” is re-

quired Independence Day viewing in the Glenn Clark 

household. This isn’t just the greatest kids’ sports 

movie of all time; it’s the greatest coming-of-age story 

ever told. Patrick Renna (who played Hamilton “Ham” 

Porter) once told me he’d be interested in getting all of 

the actors together for a charity game. Considering the 

movie turns 25 next year, I need your help with a Kick-

starter I’m about to fire up.  

“WE ARE MARSHALL” (2006) 
True story: I never watched “We Are Mar-

shall” until this January when the Steelers-

Dolphins playoff game was such a blowout that I was 
desperate for an alternative. I regret having waited so 
long. Matthew McConaughey is great as former Thun-
dering Herd head coach Jack Lengyel (who would later 
go on to serve as athletic director at Navy), and I’d be 
lying if I said the movie didn’t elicit some sort of liquid 
coming out of my eyeballs. 

“42” (2013)
This is the only PG-13 movie I included on our 
list. The story of Jackie Robinson (Chadwick 

Boseman) received the rating largely because the film 
includes the true depiction of the many racial slurs the 
Hall of Famer heard while he integrated baseball. As 
long as your kids can handle that, they should see it.  

SPORTS MOVIES 
TO WATCH WITH 

YOUR KIDS  
THIS SUMMER
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salutes Baltimore City graduating 
 seniors and their teachers   
for the 2016-17 academic year!
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  The
BIGGEST 
PURPLE 

ROAD TRIP 
             Ever!

See
BALTIMORE  

vs. 
JACKSONVILLE

in London on 
 Sept. 24 

 

· Direct, non-stop air to London
· 5 Star Hotel in Central London
· Airport and Game Day Transfers provided
· Full Access Tours of London Landmarks
· Daily Full English Breakfast

· Purple Pub Crawl
· Purple Tailgate Party
· Baltimore vs. Jacksonville tickets for 

Wembley Stadium on Sept. 24
· Tons more!

Book now and get the following:

Go to BmoreAroundTown.com for complete trip details and options.
Trip reservations are limited – book now!
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 year ago at this time, running back Ter-
rance West stood squarely on the Ravens’ 
roster bubble, fighting to earn a spot on 
his hometown team and to validate him-
self as an NFL player after a rocky start 
to his career.

A year later, West will arrive at Ravens 
training camp as the presumptive starter 

after leading the team in rushing last year and easing any or-
ganizational concerns that might have followed him from his 
tumultuous time with the Cleveland Browns and Tennessee 
Titans.

Ravens head coach John Harbaugh is reluctant to anoint 
starters in the spring, preferring to keep competition open 
and players motivated through training camp. But in March 
Harbaugh said, “Terrance is the No. 1 guy on the depth chart, 
but you’ve got to have more than one back. Terrance has done 
a great job. I’m really excited. I know he’s working hard, and 
I’m excited to see how he does.”

West, 26, who already has gone from NFL starter to castoff 
once in his young career, said he is not taking for granted any 
notion the starting job has been handed to him.

“I don’t feed into any of that,” West said after a June OTA 
workout. “Anything can change any given day, any practice. 
Each and every day, you’ve just got to come out and perform. 
You’re as [good] as your last play, so that’s how I look at it.”

Last training camp, West played as if he had a lot to prove, 
and he was as good as anyone on the 90-man roster. With hard 
running, decisive cuts and one strong practice after another, 
the 5-foot-10, 225-pound West steadily climbed his way up the 
Ravens’ depth chart. 

Not only did West make the 53-man roster, but by Week 
4, he had supplanted Justin Forsett as the starting running 
back. West started the final 13 games and led the Ravens with 
193 carries for 774 yards and five touchdowns. He also had 34 
catches for 236 yards and a score. 

This was the West many local fans had been hoping to see 
ever since the Baltimore native and Northwestern High School 
product declared for the NFL Draft after a record-breaking 
junior season at Towson University in 2013. That year, West 
set NCAA Football Championship Subdivision single-season 
records with 2,509 rushing yards and 41 rushing touchdowns, 
leading Towson to the national title game, where the Tigers 
lost to defending champion North Dakota State.

Five months later, the Cleveland Browns traded up to se-
lect West in the third round with the No. 94 overall pick. There 
is speculation they made the move thinking the Ravens were 
going to take West at No. 99. 

In his NFL debut, West ran for 100 yards on 16 carries 
against the Pittsburgh Steelers in the season opener. 

But the rest of his rookie year did not go so smoothly. 
West saw his production and workload drop off, and 

twice he was benched by then-Browns head coach Mike 
Pettine for what Pettine implied was poor preparation and 
practice habits.

West finished his rookie season with 171 carries for 673 
yards and four touchdowns, but just before the 2015 season, 
West was traded to the Titans for a conditional seventh-round 
draft pick. It seemed an alarmingly low price for a team’s lead-
ing rusher, who had been selected in the third round a year 
earlier, but it delivered the clear message that the Browns 
were moving on from West.

“Some of it was maturity issues with Terrance, just the ac-
countability, the day-to-day practice habits and being a pro,” 

Pettine said in November 2015. “It was unfortunate, because 
Terrance is a likable guy, but we just felt, at the time, that it 
was in both of our best interests to move on.”

West’s tenure in Tennessee proved to be even briefer. 
He played in two games with the Titans, fumbling in both 

of them, and was benched. He totaled 51 yards on 16 carries, 
and then was inactive for five straight games before being 
released. 

Less than two years after being drafted, West’s once-prom-
ising career appeared to be in tatters. 

A lifeline came from his hometown team, as the Ravens 
signed West to their practice squad just days after the Ti-
tans cut him. At the time, West said a couple of other teams 
reached out to him, “but I always wanted to be a Raven. This 
is my home, so I chose the Ravens.”

He was elevated to the active roster Nov. 18, 2015, and the 
timing was fortuitous; four days later, Forsett suffered a sea-
son-ending broken arm against the St. Louis Rams. West end-
ed up playing six games for the Ravens, rushing 46 times for 
180 yards for a patchwork offense led throughout the final six 
weeks by three different starting quarterbacks, none of whom 
was named Joe Flacco. (He had suffered a season-ending ACL 
injury the same day Forsett broke his arm.)

Now, after taking over as the Ravens' No. 1 back last sea-
son, West enters camp as a centerpiece of a Ravens offense 

that, by all accounts, will be recommitted to the running game. 
The Ravens ran 367 times last season, the lowest total in 

franchise history, and criticism of the Ravens’ propensity to 
abandon the run reached all the way to the owner’s box. 

“I think that our success still goes back to good defense 
and balance, and that means a strong running game,” owner 
Steve Bisciotti said at the team’s “State of the Ravens” season-
ending news conference in January. “I was really disappointed 
in the lack of a running game, the lack of a commitment to the 
running game.” 

All indications are that will change. 
Harbaugh has emphasized the need for a bigger and stron-

ger offensive line, and the Ravens added Greg Roman as a se-
nior offensive assistant and tight ends coach. It is expected 
Roman will have significant influence in the Ravens’ rushing 
offense after having much success running the ball elsewhere. 
As an offensive coordinator in 2015 with the Buffalo Bills and 
from 2011-2014 with the San Francisco 49ers, Roman oversaw a 
top-five rushing offense four times. 

The immediate beneficiary of this newfound emphasis on 
the run game should be West, who said he spent the offseason 
training at the Under Armour complex downtown.

With second-year back Kenneth Dixon suspended for the 
first four games, West appears in line to be the feature back, 
at least for the first month of the season. The Ravens have 
added versatile back Danny Woodhead, although he has aver-
aged about five carries a game during his eight-year career.  

Harbaugh said there have been no issues such as those 
that dogged West in his first two NFL stops. 

“When he came here, it was a clean slate as far as we were 
concerned,” Harbaugh said. “We weren’t concerned about 
what happened at the other places. It is just about how you 
put yourself here. He has done very well. He has worked hard. 
He is here on time. He takes care of his business. He gets along 
with everybody. He studies football really hard, so it has all 
been positive.”  

 RAVENS REPORT

Terrance West Puts ‘Maturity Issues’ In 
Past To Find Home, Success In Baltimore
  Bo Smolka  
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ay Rice is back in football. 
The former Ravens running back 

hasn’t been given a contract by an 
NFL team, or even a shot at making a 
roster in training camp, but the sport 
has finally welcomed him back, at 
least to some extent. 

You, of course, know the background. Rice was 
caught on video punching his now-wife, Janay, in an 
Atlantic City, N.J., casino elevator in 2014. He was 
subsequently released by the Ravens and essentially 
blackballed from the league. While other players who 
have been physically abusive received second chances 
despite a perceived lack of contrition (such as former 
pass rusher Greg Hardy), Rice remained apologetic 
and hoped for a second chance. 

And he’s getting it. Sort of. 
Not only has Rice been working as a coach with the 

football team at his high school alma mater (New Ro-
chelle in New York) on a volunteer level, but he also was 
tabbed by the NFL to be a part of the “social responsi-

bility” video shown to all teams this May. 
What exactly does Rice offer when he has the audi-

ence of young athletes? Those who know say it is in-
credibly valuable. 

“He gave a big overview of where he came from and 
what he’d been through,” Ohio State director of player 
development Ryan Stamper said. “He used the term ‘he 
was trying to be the man instead of being a man.’”

Rice spoke to the Ohio State football team March 8 
as part of what Stamper said the program called their 
Live Life Wednesday series. The program brings in vari-
ous speakers to discuss any number of real-life issues 
with the players. Rice was suggested as a speaker by 
Ohio State cheerleading coach Siobhan St. John (a for-
mer cheerleading coach at New Rochelle). Stamper (with 
approval of head coach Urban Meyer) agreed that Rice 
could lead a valuable discussion about domestic violence. 

“There’s no one in the country more qualified to 
speak about that than him,” Stamper said. “Here’s a 
guy who was at the top of the mountain, who at one 
point was the face of [domestic violence]. Why not 
bring him in because one, he can relate to our players, 
and two, he was a very successful NFL player who pret-

ty much lost it all over one night.”
Some of the statements Rice delivered to the Buck-

eyes included, “The truth is, if you have one bad night, 
that means you’ve got a lot of other bad things going 
on.” He told them to “never be too afraid to ask for 
help, men. I think that’s one of the biggest lessons I’ve 
learned throughout this whole deal. Once I realized 
money couldn’t fix my issues, I had to start asking for 
help. … We’re all a moment away from being where we 
want to be, but we’re a moment away from losing it all.” 

Among those who saw Rice’s speech at Ohio State 
was Mike Teel, the former quarterback at Rutgers who 
was Rice’s teammate there. Teel is now the head coach 
at New Jersey’s Don Bosco Prep, and he invited his 
friend to speak to the team as part of their Life Devel-
opment Program.

“The thing that I really appreciated, the thing that I 
think the kids got the most out of, is that he kept it real,” 
Teel said. “It wasn’t trying to make people feel better 
about who he is and what happened with him. He came 
in and said, ‘Listen, I screwed up. I made a decision that 
ultimately cost me my career and cost me an opportunity 
to provide for my family and almost cost me my family.’” 

While Rice has much to offer about his own experi-
ence, he was and is no victim, and the young men who 
hear Rice's testimony would be well-served to also hear 
from those who are. But Rice’s message is clearly valu-
able, and more people involved with football should 
consider bringing him in despite any backlash that may 
come with his national perception.

“If you’d have heard his message and the way he 
spoke and just what our teams and our players got out 
of that and how they came and thanked us afterwards,” 
Stamper said, “[you’d know] it worked out and it was 
very successful.” 

 THE REALITY CHECK

  Glenn Clark

Ray Rice Shares Powerful Message 
With Young Football Players
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any fans know Caleb Joseph as the Ori-
oles’ backup catcher who likes to tell 
jokes and has a great time playing in 
the major leagues. In reality, Joseph’s 
job is one of the more complex ones in 
baseball because he never knows when 
he’s playing.

On a recent occasion when he was in 
the lineup, Joseph agreed to take us inside his day.

Joseph’s work day begins when he arrives at the ball-
park at about 2 p.m. He’ll have something to eat and be-
gin to watch video.

“If I’m catching, I’ll watch the video of the starting 
pitcher tonight versus their team. Don’t want to go back 
too far because guys adjust, they change things,” Joseph 
said.

“I’ll watch quite a few at-bats, form a game plan, then 
look at the scouting reports and see where things line up 
and where he’s had success and what he likes to do and 
begin to form a game plan on what you want to do that 
night. Then, I’ll watch, not a lot, but a little bit of video 
on the [opponent’s] pitcher, depending on comfort. If 
I’m facing a guy I’ve faced numerous times, I won’t really 
watch video.”

A detailed watching of video could take Joseph 90 min-
utes or even more. On May 31, Joseph receives the New 
York Yankees’ lineup from bench coach John Russell at 
3:40 p.m. and does a quick mental refresher on the Yan-
kees in the lineup.

At 4 p.m., Joseph goes to the indoor batting cage to 
work on some offensive drills for 20 minutes, and then 10 
minutes later, batting practice begins.

Joseph’s most important pregame assignment is the 
meeting he and the starting pitcher, Kevin Gausman, have 
with pitching coach Roger McDowell and bullpen coach 
Alan Mills. That will occur at 6 p.m. for a 7:05 p.m. start.

This is the third game of a three-game series with the 
Yankees. Before the opening game, there will be an ad-
vance meeting with the entire team.

“The whole team goes over the general points of em-
phasis for each hitter,” Joseph said. “You have the blue-
print, and then you know it’s just customizing that game 
plan to the pitcher. [Chris] Tillman’s going to pitch a little 
different than Kevin will or, obviously, [left-hander] Wade 
[Miley] will.

“[Together with McDowell and Mills,] we’ll come up 
with the game plan on certain situations, certain counts, 
what we want to do with certain guys.”

 The pregame meeting takes about 10 minutes, and 
then it’s time for Joseph to put on his work outfit.

“You take your personal routine to get ready,” Joseph 
said. “I go in the training room and get my wrists taped 
and have an Advil or two, depending on how I feel. I do 
various band workouts to get the legs loose, maybe a few 
squats, get the uniform on and then be out, typically 30 
minutes before the game, so 6:30, I’ll be out in center field 
waiting for the pitcher.”

The Orioles won that final game against the Yankees, 
10-4, May 31, as Joseph went 1-for-4 with a run scored.

Joseph came to the Orioles in May 2014 when longtime 

catcher Matt Wieters suffered a right elbow injury that 
would lead to Tommy John surgery.

Once Joseph was put on the roster, Wieters didn’t 
catch again until June 2015. Joseph shared the job with 
Nick Hundley for the rest of 2014, and he began 2015 as 
the regular catcher. Once Wieters came back, Joseph’s 
role receded. When Wieters signed with the Washington 
Nationals before this season, Joseph became Welington 
Castillo’s backup.

 “When Matt was here, I had a decent idea of when I 
was going to play, just looking at the schedule,” Joseph 
said. “It didn’t take a rocket scientist. When Nick Hund-
ley was here or this year, you don’t always know. That 
decision’s completely up to [manager Buck Showalter].”

Earlier in that late-May series against the Yankees -- 
the first game of three on May 29-- Joseph didn’t expect 
to play.

It was Memorial Day with an unusually early 1:05 
p.m. start. He wasn’t in the original lineup, but about an 
hour before game time, center fielder Adam Jones was 
scratched, and a bevy of changes in the lineup resulted. 
Castillo was switched to designated hitter, and Joseph 
would catch right-hander Dylan Bundy.

That meant an extremely short prep time, but be-
cause of Joseph’s familiarity with the Yankees, it wasn’t 
a major issue.

“Luckily I had Dylan Bundy, hard to throw a wrong 
pitch with him because they’re all really good pitches, 
and, luckily, I’ve had quite a few experiences with the 
Yankees,” Joseph said. “I went in there just as soon as I 
found out. We met -- me, Roger and Dylan and Alan Mills 
-- and we nailed down a game plan, just tried to execute it, 
and fortunately we did. That’s probably how it was done 
in the olden days. The thing with catching and the thing 
with calling the game is you can have all the information 
you want. There’s an instinct factor and there’s a gut feel-
ing factor.”

Joseph wasn’t panicked about the significantly short-
er time he had to prepare for the game.

“The longer you’re in the big leagues, the more game 
experiences in-game you have, and I don’t love watching 
other pitchers versus their hitters because they’re not 
our pitchers,” Joseph said. “A lot of times they have dif-
ferent stuff, and they have different looks, and the ball 
comes out differently.

“When you have personal experiences, you’re around 
longer, the video work is condensed. I remember the first 
year, I felt like I was in [the video room] nonstop just 
because you have no experience. You’re trying to come 
up with the best game plan because you don’t want the 
pitcher shaking you off every two seconds. You want to be 
on the same page, but you don’t want to lead him down a 
path that’s not successful.”

The path Bundy and Joseph traveled that day was a 
good one. Bundy went seven effective innings, Joseph had 
a hit, and the Orioles won, 3-2.

Once this season, Joseph had to enter a game when 
fellow catcher Francisco Pena had a cramp, and he was 
ready.

“You should have an entire game plan set out the min-
ute you are called upon,” Joseph said. “You never know. 
Something may happen in the second inning. You should 
have that in your mind, building that, in the advance 
meeting and then what we do before the game is really 
going through a fine-tooth comb.

“It makes me feel comfortable when I have the whole 
routine locked up. I feel comfortable that I’m out there, 
and you’re not behind the plate throwing random fingers 
down, that you’re not guessing back there. You have a 
game plan set up that in any situation you feel confident 
in what you’re putting down.

“Ultimately, it is a pitcher’s decision. He’s the one 
throwing the ball. I don’t mind being shook off at all be-
cause conviction of a pitch is the right pitch over what 
the scouting report says. If the pitcher has the utmost 
conviction with this pitch, it could be the wrong pitch on 
the report, but it’s the right pitch because of the convic-
tion factor. I wholeheartedly believe in that.” 

  Rich Dubroff

Going Behind The Scenes With 
Orioles Catcher Caleb Joseph
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nybody who has been 
paying attention for 
the past decade, give or 
take a few years, knows 
baseball has been over-
whelmed with numbers. 
Some might say too 

many numbers. Others simply ask: “When 
is enough too much?”

And, if you’ve been paying attention to 
this corner lately, it won’t come as a shock 
that “After Further Review” has an answer 
to the question. When the various statistics 
seemingly outnumber the categories, that 
should be a clear signal that we’ve reached 
the saturation point -- that enough really 
is too much.

We came to that conclusion recently 
when somebody came up with the informa-
tion that the Baltimore Orioles’ pitching 
staff has given up more foul balls than any 
other team in baseball. Really? We know 

all about batting average on balls in play 
(BABIP for the recklessly informed), but is 
somebody really keeping track of balls not 
in play?

At least we don’t have to worry about 
averages on BNIP -- a tidy .000. But hold 
on a minute, maybe there’s a silver lining 
to all this madness. Upon further review, if 
you’ll pardon the plug, maybe this fascina-
tion with foul balls could lead to something 
big in MLB headquarters, where commis-
sioner Rob Manfred’s priority to speed up 
the game seems to dominate efforts of the 
marketing department.

In an era in which new parks are de-
signed to make modern look old fashioned 
and where “going back to the basics” is 
chapter one in a managers’ strategy hand-
book, maybe this new-found devotion to 
the impact of the foul ball can lead all the 
way back to the basics -- back to the sand-
lots. How about the “four fouls and you’re 
out” rule? 

It’s a guaranteed way to speed up the 

game -- certainly faster than the lame au-
tomatic intentional walk. And it would 
surely be more acceptable than the idea of 
placing runners on first and second when 
overtime games reached the 12th inning 
(which was done during the World Baseball 
Classic and is at least under consideration 
by MLB).

It would not only speed up the games, 
but also save money -- the two main rea-
sons it was such a staple in “choose-up 
games” on the sandlots, one handed down 
from generation to generation, but mostly 
abandoned with the advent of organized 
playground games.

Laugh if you will, but this isn’t any more 
farfetched than some of the ideas that have 
been suggested about speeding up the 
game. Kids on the sandlots back in the day 
were way ahead of their time. There was no 
more than one ball in play at a time -- and 
it took time to get it back in play every time 
it was not in fair territory (or unfairly hit to 
coin a term). It also reduced wear and tear 
on the ball. “Four fouls and you’re out” put 
it a premium on getting the ball in play and 
preserving the ball to see another game.

Only kids on the sandlot could keep it so 
simple. I can’t imagine Manfred won’t take 
a look at an idea so revolutionary it was in 
place a century ago. I mean, the intentional 
walk was basically banned because it sup-
posedly was boring. Well, using that guide-
line, the only thing more “boring” than a 
foul ball is ... well ... four, five, six, seven or 
eight of them.

Adopting such a radical rule might also 
resolve a pet (admittedly personal) peeve 
about these too often praised “quality at 
bats” by hitters, who, quite unintentionally, 
manage to prolong at-bats with a string of 
foul balls (some no more than mere “tips”). 
They draw praise for being unable to do 
what they are trying to do. 

How many times have you heard an an-
nouncer say “that was a great at-bat by so-
and-so,” when, in effect, it was a prolonged 
exercise in futility. With pitch counts being 

the priority they are today, it might have 
been a productive at-bat for the team, but 
it surely wasn’t because the batter did any-
thing positive. He was trying to put the ball 
in play for crying out loud. He was trying 
to do something positive, like get a hit. He 
wasn’t up there trying to fail eight or nine 
times. He wasn’t trying to hit a foul ball 
(they don’t do it on purpose, believe me).

Somebody like Orioles right-hander 
Dylan Bundy (reportedly the O’s most 
“fouled-off” hurler) can throw seven or 
eight quality strikes in a 10-pitch sequence, 
all of which result in foul balls because the 
batter fails to make significant contact, 
but the guy swinging the bat with no evi-
dence of success is credited with a “great 
at-bat.” I never quite understood that ra-
tionale. It seems like the pitcher deserves 
something more than a “nice try” and an 
inflated pitch count that gets him closer to 
a premature exit.

The baseball industry has put a premi-
um on starting pitchers, especially when it 
comes to salary. It has also put limits on 
him based on the number of innings and/or 
pitches. If baseball is so intent on speeding 
up the game, and if it wants to get a better 
return on its investments, then maybe it’s 
time to start looking for ways to keep those 
starters on the field longer -- not only for 
the good of his team, but for the benefit of 
the fan.

Believe me on this one -- I like base-
ball, warts and all, the way it is. But I hate 
pitch counts -- the one statistic that, in 
this opinion, has taken complete control of 
the game. Baseball has to find a way to ex-
tend starting pitchers beyond the arbitrary 
(and many think unnecessary) limit of 100 
pitches. 

I think the way to do that is to find a 
way to make them last longer -- to throw 
more pitches, to be more significant to the 
outcome of the game. And if there aren’t 

any other ways to do it, if it takes what 

would be a radical but not so revolution-

ary rule, even one that dates back to the 

sandlots, then so be it.

Maybe “four fouls and you’re out” 

could be enough that isn’t too much. 

Jim Henneman can be reached at 
JimH@pressboxonline.com.

 UPON FURTHER REVIEW

  Jim Henneman  
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he Orioles, under ex-
ecutive vice president 
of baseball operations 
Dan Duquette and 
manager Buck Show-
alter, practically have 
cornered the market on 

diamonds in the rough.
So many castoffs have turned into 

productive players for the Orioles, so 
many men have resuscitated their ca-
reers at Camden Yards the past five 
years or so.

The Orioles also end up with a lot of 
unworkable pieces while sifting through 
baseball’s soil, of course.

A lot of guys running through the 
gauntlet in spring training, the minors 
and, sometimes, the majors simply don’t 
work out.

That’s part of the price of doing busi-
ness the way the Orioles do it.

As Showalter likes to say, “No stone 
goes unturned.”

The problem is a major stone has gone 
unturned for years in the Orioles’ organi-
zation. The club simply does not spend 
much money on international amateurs. 
And when it does, it has rarely worked 
out -- which is precisely why ownership 
has a philosophy of not accessing the 
most volatile avenue of procuring base-
ball talent.

According to Baseball America, the 
Orioles spent roughly $260,000 last year 
on five international amateurs, far be-
low all other big league teams that were 
eligible to partake in the international 
market. That’s a stunningly low num-
ber. It’s such a definitive reality, though, 
that Duquette routinely has traded away 
international bonus slots, knowing the 
money wouldn’t be spent otherwise. 
And, again, he’s gotten some useful piec-
es in return, such as left-handed pitch-
ing prospect Chris Lee, who has been 
with Triple-A Norfolk.

The Orioles’ last big bonus buy was 
$350,000 in 2014 -- the most the franchise 
had ever given to a Dominican amateur 
-- for third baseman Jomar Reyes, who 
was starting to hit in his second year at 
High-A Frederick before fracturing a fin-
ger while punching a wall in May. He’s 
currently on the Keys’ disabled list.

When the Orioles dole out significant 

money for international players, it’s usu-
ally for established professionals such as 
Korea’s Hyun Soo Kim, Taiwan’s Wei-Yin 
Chen or Japan’s Koji Uehara.

The Orioles also jumped into the 
midlevel Cuban market the past couple 
years, offering between $700,000 and 
$850,000 each to Henry Urrutia, Dariel 
Alvarez and Ariel Miranda. None has 
panned out: Urrutia has been released; 
Alvarez is recovering from Tommy John 
surgery, and Miranda is starting for the 
Seattle Mariners, dealt there as part 
of last summer’s trade for Wade Miley. 
And, remember, all six of the above-
mentioned players had track records 
to consider when the club was deciding 
whether to sign them.

A viable argument can be made that 
not paying six- and seven-figure bonus-
es to 16- and 17-year-old teenagers from 
outside the U.S. is rooted in sensibility. 
So much can happen to those young men 
in the years it takes to be a major leagu-
er that it’s often an unwise investment. 
It is the ultimate high-risk, high-reward 
proposition, and it usually involves play-
ers whose backgrounds can be mysteri-
ous.

That’s why the Orioles tend to use 
their amateur money on MLB’s first-
year-player draft, which takes place ev-
ery June. If the Orioles are going to shell 
out millions on inexperienced commodi-
ties, they at least want to have vetted the 
players thoroughly.

Here’s the rub, though: The Orioles’ 
decision not to pursue international am-
ateurs makes it even more crucial that 
they hit on their picks during the domes-
tic draft so that they can improve a farm 
system that rarely receives high marks 
from national observers.

The problem is the Orioles have suf-
fered through roughly two decades of 
not consistently turning draft picks into 
helpful major leaguers. There have been 
some, certainly. Manny Machado, Kevin 
Gausman and Dylan Bundy are all high 
picks that have been contributors, and 
lower picks such as Trey Mancini, Caleb 
Joseph and Donnie Hart have been good 
finds.

Zach Britton, Mychal Givens and Jon-
athan Schoop -- the only international 
amateur signed by the Orioles on the 25-
man roster -- among others are home-
grown, too.

But the Orioles’ draft busts are seem-
ingly more memorable than the success-
es, whether it was failing to take advan-
tage of seven picks in the Top 50 in 1999 
(only Brian Roberts was a legitimate 
big leaguer from that group), or taking 
showcase darling Billy Rowell over Tim 
Lincecum and Max Scherzer in 2006, or 
the Matt Hobgood reach in 2009.

Orioles amateur scouting director 
Gary Rajsich has been in his position 
since November 2011 and he’s yet to have 
one of his draftees really blossom in the 
majors, although Gausman was the first 
player he selected in 2012, and he’s also 
responsible for Mancini as an eighth-
round pick and top catching prospect 
Chance Sisco as a second-rounder in the 
same draft in 2013.

Rajsich has selected several players 
who have already reached the majors or 
are quickly on their way -- but are do-
ing so with other teams. In the past four 
years, the Orioles have dealt away Ra-
jsich-drafted left-handed pitchers Josh 
Hader, Steven Brault and Stephen Tar-
pley, among others.

Rajsich also has had his hands tied at 
times. The Orioles didn’t have a first- or 

second-rounder in 2014 due to the sign-
ing of free agents with qualifying offers 
attached (Ubaldo Jimenez and Nelson 
Cruz). Two highly regarded picks, Bran-
den Kline and Hunter Harvey, under-
went elbow surgeries, halting their prog-
ress. And, since Gausman, the Orioles 
haven’t selected higher than 21st in the 
first round.

Plus, you never know who to blame 
when players don’t pan out, whether it’s 
a drafting or a development problem. 
Sometimes, it’s just bad luck, too.

The draft -- and the development of 
players -- is a crapshoot. Which is why 
it’s not a wise philosophy to put the 
bulk of your minor league system on the 
shoulders of draftees. There should be a 
mix that includes international signees 
and those rescued from other organiza-
tions.

The Orioles have done a great job at 
recognizing talent in other organizations 
and acquiring those players at minimal 
cost.

But, in a no-stone-unturned organi-
zation, there’s a conspicuous boulder in 
the way of making the farm system as 
good as it can, or should, be.  

  Dan Connolly

Orioles’ Reluctance To Spend 
On International Amateurs 
Is Hindering Farm System
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ne of the most profitable 
secrets in sports wager-
ing during the past five 
seasons has been hid-
ing in plain sight. Right 
here in Baltimore.

From the 2012 through 
the 2016 baseball seasons, the major league 
team that has returned the most money as 
a wagering proposition through the regu-
lar season has been the Orioles.

By a mile.
Here are the numbers:
Assuming a hypothetical $100 bet 

against the money line (we’ll explain 
that in a minute), the Orioles have re-
turned $8,456 in winnings throughout the 
most recent five full seasons, according 
to statistics gleaned from Covers.com, 
a sports wagering information website. 
The next-closest profitable team during 
those five seasons is the Pittsburgh Pi-
rates, with a return of $3,438.

To put the Orioles’ performance in 
context, 15 clubs -- half the teams in the 
majors -- posted cumulative wagering 
losses of more than $2,000 during those 
five seasons.

Unlike football, in which betting typi-
cally involves a point-spread, baseball 
wagering is against a money line. 

For example, let’s say the Orioles are 
playing the Detroit Tigers, and on this giv-
en day Baltimore has a better pitcher start-
ing. Hypothetically, the odds may be listed 
as Baltimore (-140), Detroit (+130). The 
team with the minus odds is the favorite.

In the above example, if you wager on 
the favored Orioles, you are risking $140 to 
win $100. If you wager on the underdog Ti-
gers, you are risking $100 to win $130. You’ll 
notice that there’s a spread of $10 between 
the $140 and $130; that amounts to the so-
called vigorish, which is the bookmaker’s 
commission (it’s good to be the house).

Taking the vigorish into account, it’s 
difficult for any single team to account 
for a positive return in the long run. And 

indeed, through the five seasons we’re 
discussing, only 10 of 30 MLB teams fin-
ished in the black as a betting proposi-
tion.

Returning to the surprising results 
posted by the Orioles, the five-year re-
turn of  $8,456 assumes a wager (in the 
$100-range described above) on every 
game -- probably something no one has 
done. Yet, the remarkable results do 
raise the questions: What has been going 
on with the Orioles and is there anything 
to be learned?

I asked one of the best-known sports 
and race book operators in Las Vegas, 
Jay Kornegay, who runs the Westgate 
Las Vegas SuperBook.

“Of course, such a thing would only 
benefit someone who has [been betting 
the Orioles every game], and it could 
change from this point for the next four or 
five seasons,” Kornegay said. “But in the 
case of the Orioles, this has probably been 
the result of an over-performing underdog 
that’s playing in a well-respected division.”

Kornegay meant that the Orioles’ 
odds are probably influenced by play-
ing in the American League East against 
popular and well-regarded opponents, 
such as the New York Yankees, Boston 
Red Sox and even the Toronto Blue Jays.

I have my own theory, and it involves 
starting pitching.

The money line odds for baseball are 
calculated primarily on starting pitching.

So whenever a top pitcher, such as 
the Los Angeles Dodgers’ Clayton Ker-
shaw, is scheduled to pitch, the Dodgers 
are significant favorites, in the range of 
-180 to -220, sometimes even higher.

In those five seasons in which the 
Orioles were a good bet, their starting 
pitching was -- to be tactful -- sub-par. 
There have been no Clayton Kershaws in 
the Orioles’ rotation.

If you’re an Orioles fan, the statistics 
back up what your eyes have been telling 
you about the starters. From 2012-2016 
-- despite the fact the Orioles were a con-
sistent contender -- the starting pitching 
ranked deep in MLB’s bottom third in most 
meaningful categories (26h in ERA, 28th in 
innings pitched, tied for 23rd in WHIP).

However, the Orioles were still a cu-
mulative 78 games above .500 during 
those seasons.

Why? In all other significant phases 
of the game -- relief pitching, hitting 
and fielding -- the Orioles were among 
the top teams in the majors (the relief 

pitching was third in ERA, the offense 
was seventh in runs scored, the defense 
was first in fielding percentage). Let’s 
even give some credit to manager Buck 
Showalter.

Now remember, the odds for each 
game are based primarily on starting 
pitching. As a result, it appears the Ori-
oles were undervalued, because starting 
pitching is so heavily weighted compared 
to other components of the team.

Consider the Dodgers as a contrast. 
They were a whopping 100 games over 
.500 from 2012-2016 and had great start-
ing pitching, but they were a meager 
plus-$61 against the money line. Clearly, 
wagering results aren’t just about win 
totals. The odds play a big part.

To be fair to the oddsmakers, basing 
the money line on starting pitching works 
pretty darn well for them over the long 
haul, and they are setting these lines every 
day of the baseball season for every game, 
so tweaking the system to adjust for a sin-
gle outlier, such as the Orioles, just isn’t 
feasible. And as I mentioned previously, 
the bookmakers who use the odds con-
sistently profit because of the vigorish, so 
there’s no reason to fix something that’s 
not broken from their perspective.

So is this news one can use?
Well, so far, the 2017 Orioles have been 

trending as they have the previous five 
seasons, with the starting pitching lag-
ging other major team categories. Un-
fortunately, the relief pitching and of-
fense haven’t been quite as stellar as in 
previous seasons, which partly explains 
the team’s horrible run in May, when the 
Orioles were 3-13 during one stretch.

Through June 12, the Orioles were 
one game above .500. The starting pitch-
ing was tied for 27th in ERA, 28th in in-
nings pitched and 30th in WHIP, while 
the relief pitching was 17th in ERA, the 
offense was tied for 21st in runs scored 
and the defense was tied for 10th in field-
ing percentage.

As a betting proposition, the Orioles 
were still profitable though 55 games 
against the money line at plus-$237, 
which was ninth overall in the major 
leagues. Considering the Dodgers were 
12 games above .500 through June 4 and 
had earned $65 less for their backers 
than the Orioles, maybe Baltimore re-
mains undervalued.

However, as veteran Las Vegas book-
maker Kornegay pointed out -- it could 
all change at any time.  

 MARYLAND
GAMING

  Bill Ordine

In The Betting World, Orioles 
Are Among The Most Profitable
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s the final seconds ticked 
down in the 2017  NCAA 
national championship 
game, Maryland men’s la-
crosse head coach John 
Tillman could not help but 
think about the genera-
tions of alumni that have 

been so supportive and waited so patiently 
for that elusive title.

When a 9-6 victory against Big Ten rival 
Ohio State was finally  secured May 29 at Gil-
lette Stadium in Foxborough, Mass., Tillman 
was drenched with the obligatory Gatorade 
bath, while several of his players were re-
duced to tears. After 41 years of frustration, 
the Terps were atop the college lacrosse 
world again.

Tillman will no longer have to answer 
questions about the championship drought. 
Now, the focus will be on defending the 
crown. Since winning the championship in 
1975, the Terps had lost in the title game nine 
times, including a heartbreaking overtime 
defeat to North Carolina in 2016.

In winning the national title, the Mary-
land men joined the Maryland women as 
2017 national champions. The undefeated 
Terps women’s team beat Boston College, 16-
13, in their championship game.

Tillman explained how his team had dealt 
with the long stretch between titles and the 
tough losses.

“When guys lose games or things don’t 
go well or we make mistakes, we talk about 
those being teachable moments,” Tillman 
said. “... We kind of look at the scars as op-
portunities to learn, but also we’re proud of 
our scars sometimes. And we reflect back 
on if you have a scar, something good didn’t 
happen, you don’t forget it. You learn from it, 
and hopefully that’s something you can grow 
from. We don’t run away from that.”

Maryland (16-3) entered this year’s 
NCAA Tournament as the No. 1 overall seed. 
The Terps were pushed during a 13-10 victory 
against Bryant in the first round, but domi-
nated Albany, 18-9, in the quarterfinals to set 
up a marquee matchup against Denver for 
a spot in the national championship game. 
The Pioneers lived up to their tough reputa-
tion, but the Terps advanced with a hard-
fought 9-8 victory.

Maryland senior defenseman Tim Muller 
said the adversity of the past couple years 
had his teammates battle-tested for the rig-
ors of this year’s NCAA Tournament.

“We’re a close group,” said Muller, who 
was named the tournament’s Most Out-
standing Player. “We do everything with each 
other. I don’t know if there’s a weekend that 
we’re not spending time with each other, and 
tons in the locker room. So that’s what we 
want to do here. We want to build unity.

“Obviously, the past year has been 
rough, but we knew as seniors that we had 
to come together this year and bring it to-
gether for us to get this national champion-
ship. I think it just speaks about the rest of 
these guys and just the type of players that 

we are at Maryland.”
The title game against the Buckeyes was 

not any easier. The teams split their meet-
ings in the regular season, and Ohio State 
was playing its best lacrosse heading into the 
final. The Buckeyes overcame a 7-3 halftime 
deficit to beat Towson in the semifinals.

In the national championship game, 
Ohio State attackman Austin Shanks 
scored the game’s opening goal with 11:02 
remaining in the first quarter. It was the 
first time the Terps trailed during the 2017 
NCAA Tournament.

There were immediate questions about 
how Maryland would respond.

Junior attackman Tim Rotanz settled the 
anxiety when he tied the game five minutes 
later. From there, midfielder Connor Kelly 
gave Maryland its first lead, 3-2, with 59 sec-
onds remaining in the first quarter, and the 
Terps never trailed again, putting together 
another complete performance.

Maryland held Ohio State (16-4) to 25 
shots. When the Buckeyes managed to get 
an open look on goal, junior Dan Morris 
stepped up and made 11 saves.

“They’ve had an incredible year,” Ohio 
State head coach Nick Myers said of Mary-

land. “And Coach Tillman and his staff, I think 
our men would say they certainly brought out 
the best in us. They’ve got a great group of 
men, and I know that they’ve been here a cou-
ple times, and just, again, genuinely happy for 
them and their achievement.”

Maryland senior attackman Colin Hea-
cock remembers looking up in the stands 
and seeing dozens of former players who had 
made the trip to support the Terps. There 
was a sense of pride -- and responsibility -- 
not to let them down.

“We saw a lot of alums,” Heacock said. 
“Coming in here as freshmen, a lot of those 
older guys helped us and made us comfort-
able. So kind of what they started. It felt 
great just to finish it and share that moment 
with them and just for all the fans out there.”

After the championship, senior attack-
man Matt Rambo became Maryland’s first 
male recipient of the Tewaaraton Award, 
college lacrosse’s equivalent to football’s 
Heisman Trophy. He is part of a talented 
group of players Tillman must replace next 
season.

The Terps will lose their entire attack to 
graduation. Maryland also loses Muller and 
short-stick defensive midfielder Isaiah Da-

vis-Allen, who was a first-team All-American 
this season.

Despite those departures, Maryland 
should still be a dangerous team with Kelly, 
Rotanz and Jared Bernhardt back in the 
midfield. Tillman is also adding four Under 
Armour High School All-Americans who 
could make an immediate impact. 

Duke was the last team to repeat as na-
tional champions in 2013-2014.

Tillman will begin putting together the 
pieces for a repeat in the fall. However, he 
has already etched his name as one of the 
greatest coaches in the history of Maryland 
lacrosse. The magnitude of that accomplish-
ment is not lost on him.  

“This program means so much, and you 
are motivated to work hard because you 
know when you win it makes some people 
happy,” Tillman said. “Obviously, when you 
win a championship, no one has to talk 
about it anymore. I kind of always felt like we 
were relevant. 

“ We were getting there. We were close. It’s 
not like we haven’t been there. I understand 
you’re defined sometimes by championships, 
but it’s not like we weren’t in the category. 
We’ve been at championship weekend, which 
means a lot. Certainly, you want to get it done. 
But for them not to have to worry about that 
here, I think it means a lot to a lot of people. 
Less to our kids because we’ve kind of focused 
on just not dealing with it.” 

 

year ago, the University of Maryland women’s 
lacrosse team ended an otherwise stellar sea-
son in disappointment, as they lost to North 
Carolina, 13-7, in the national championship 
game.

Terps head coach Cathy Reese said she 
didn’t feel the need to keep bringing up the 

painful 2016 championship loss to the 2017 squad. Instead, she 
and the rest of the coaching staff and roster refocused and made 
sure to finish what they started this time.

After doing exactly that by defeating Boston College, 16-13, in 
the national championship game May 28, Reese said on Glenn 
Clark Radio May 31: “It was a new team, a new look and these 
guys did everything they could this year to be successful.” 

The victory marked the 13th national championship in the 
program’s 43-year history and the fourth title with Reese as 
head coach, including the third championship in the past four 
years.

Reese played for the Terps from 1995 to 1998, and she not only 
won a national championship each year she played for Mary-
land, but she also finished her collegiate career with 140 goals 
and 77 assists and was named the Most Valuable Player of the 
1998 NCAA Tournament. Reese’s success as coach has almost 
seamlessly carried over from her days as a player on the field. 

“I work at a great university,” Reese said, “I have such great 
players, my staff is phenomenal and we have a great culture 
here.”

One of the toughest moments for head coaches is saying 
goodbye to the graduating seniors with whom they have formed 
bonds during the course of four years.

“It’s always challenging every year for coaches, but I think 
at the end of all of it, you’re just really proud and happy to have 
had the opportunity that you had and proud for what you know 
they’re going to accomplish,” Reese said. 

Two seniors who finished their collegiate careers at Mary-
land with the national championship were midfielder Zoe 
Stukenberg, who received the Tewaaraton Award, and defender 
Nadine Hadnagy. Stukenberg totaled 53 goals and 31 assists in 
2017, while Hadnagy, on defense, drew 25 fouls on opponents. 
Reese said the departures of Stukenberg, Hadnagy and the rest 
of the senior class makes her proud of the accomplishments 
they shared at Maryland and excited to see what the future 
holds for the former players.

“They’ve meant so much to me through the years that it’s 
hard to imagine them moving on, but most importantly, they 
are such great people and they are going to go on to do great 
things in the world,” Reese said. “That’s something I’m really 
proud of.”

The Maryland women’s lacrosse program has become so 
dominant that the Terps have the capability to retool their 
team for NCAA runs in 2018 and beyond. It will allow some of 
the younger players the opportunity to gain more playing expe-
rience and potentially step into leadership roles. Among such 
players are rising senior attack Megan Whittle and rising soph-
omore midfielder Kali Hartshorn, who combined for 129 goals 
this past season. 

“We’ll fill spots with new faces, and it’ll be a different look in 
2018,” Reese said. “We do return a lot of talented players, and 
we’ll have a new class that will be coming into the mix.”

For the first time, the women’s lacrosse Final Four was 
played at the same venue -- Gillette Stadium in Foxborough, 
Mass. -- as the men’s Final Four, and Reese said the crowd of 
more than 11,000 fans made the atmosphere even more riveting. 

“It was a beautiful day,” Reese said. “You could kind of see 
the excitement in the community about lacrosse.”

She added that watching the Maryland men’s lacrosse team 
also win a national championship with their 9-6 victory against 
Ohio State May 29 capped off a great weekend and proved how 
much of a lacrosse powerhouse the university has become. 

“All combined, it turned out to be a great weekend for the 
Terps,” Reese said.  

    LACROSSE REPORT

Maryland Men’s Lacrosse Enjoying Moment, 
Then Reloading For Another Title Run
 Todd Karpovich

A

Maryland Women’s Lacrosse Head Coach 
Cathy Reese Reflects On National Title Win
 Connor Glowacki
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  COLLEGE  NOTEBOOK 

he Maryland baseball 
team landed on the right 
side of the NCAA bubble 
this time.

After falling just 
short last spring, the 
Terps earned their third 

national tournament berth in four years.
Their season ended with two losses 

to West Virginia at the Winston-Salem 
Regional sandwiched around a rout of 
UMBC. They finished 38-23, closing with 
an 8-5 loss to the Mountaineers June 4.

In again reaching the game’s biggest 
stage, Maryland further solidified its 
newfound place on the national scene. 
It’s been quite the rise for a program that 
went four decades without an NCAA ap-
pearance prior to 2014.

“We try to preach consistency and 
coach consistency,” head coach John 
Szefc told reporters after the season-
ending loss. “And I think our guys are 
very good in that respect.”

Szefc, who announced June 9 that he 
is leaving Maryland after five seasons to 
become the head coach at Virginia Tech 
in 2018, adjusted his approach after last 
season’s early ending. He worried his 
players let the weight of growing expec-
tations drag them down. 

After consulting with a sport psychol-
ogist during the offseason, Szefc wanted 
a veteran group to be looser this spring, 
especially since the Terps were again 
tabbed as the Big 10 favorite by most 
major outlets.

The results showed up on the field. 
The Terps held their own through a diffi-
cult nonconference schedule, including a 
9-2 victory against then-No. 6 N.C. State 

March 4. They carried the good feelings 
over to Big 10 play and surged to the top 
of the standings.

Maryland relied on a time-tested for-
mula in its impressive early season run. 
Starters Brian Shaffer (North Harford), 
Taylor Bloom (Riverdale Baptist) and 
Tyler Blohm (Archbishop Spalding) re-
corded one quality outing after another, 
putting a bullpen anchored by Ryan 
Selmer (Riverdale Baptist) and John 
Murphy in favorable spots.

An experienced lineup featured a 
good mix of power and speed. Right 
fielder Marty Costes (Archbishop Cur-
ley) and shortstop Kevin Smith hit 13 
home runs apiece, and five Terps stole 
at least 13 bases.

With a home series sweep of Michigan 
State April 23, Maryland improved to 
28-11 overall and 12-3 in the Big 10. They 
had a spot in the Baseball America and 
D1Baseball national rankings by then.

The road to the finish proved rocky, 
though. Maryland dropped its last four 
weekend series and backed into the Big 
10 Tournament as the No. 4 seed. The 
pitching wasn’t as sharp, and the hitters 
couldn’t do enough to bail them out.

Those late-season issues pushed the 
Terps to the edge of the projected NCAA 
field. A loss to Iowa to start the confer-
ence tournament at Indiana’s Kaufman 
Field May 25 provided another blow to 
their resume. They seemed to be in trou-
ble locked in a tight elimination game 
with Purdue later in the day.

Szefc, intentionally or not, provided 
the spark. The veteran coach raced onto 
the field to protest in the eighth inning 
when Costes was ordered to stay in the 
box after getting hit by a pitch. The 
home plate umpire ruled Costes hadn’t 

done enough to get out of the way.
Szefc was ejected after a passionate 

rant that quickly spread around the in-
ternet, but his team responded with 
three runs to grab a 5-2 win. It added two 
more victories, including one against 
regular-season champion Nebraska, to 
strengthen its case for an NCAA at-large 
bid before bowing out.

Maryland was no shoo-in to continue 
its season, but good news arrived via 
the NCAA Selection Show May 29. The 
Terps -- thanks to an RPI of 34 -- were 
slotted as the No. 3 seed in the regional 
hosted by Wake Forest.

Maryland won its first two regionals 
under Szefc but couldn’t duplicate its 
magic from postseasons past. West Vir-
ginia jumped on ace Shaffer early and 
erupted for six home runs to deal the 
Terps a 9-1 loss in the opener.

The Mountaineers needed a come-
back two days later to eliminate Mary-
land. After routing UMBC, 16-2, the 
Terps led West Virginia 4-0 into the sixth 
inning before the bullpen allowed eight 
runs. The Terps brought the tying run 
to the plate in their final chance but 
couldn’t get the offense needed to ex-
tend the season.

“Their lineup is probably as good as 
we’ve seen,” Szefc said of West Virginia. 
“They really make your staff work for 
27 outs. And that’s obviously what they 
did.”

The quick and quiet exit left Mary-
land to balance the pride of its NCAA 
return with thoughts of what might have 

been. They were 10-12 down the stretch 
with five one-run defeats. 

The host Demon Deacons ended up 
advancing to a Super Regional opposite 
Florida.

“Obviously, it didn’t end the way we 
wanted, but the reason I wanted to come 
here was to go to a regional,” said senior 
infielder Brandon Gum, who led the team 
with a .338 average after joining it as a 
graduate transfer from George Mason.

Going forward, Maryland will have some 
adjusting to do. In addition to having a new 
head coach, seven of the 10 position play-
ers who started at the regional and seven 
of the 10 pitchers who saw action there are 
eligible for the upcoming MLB Draft.

Smith and Shaffer -- both juniors -- are 
expected to go in the top five rounds and 
will likely sign pro contracts, and the Terps 
could also lose Costes, who is eligible as a 
sophomore because of his age and coveted 
because of his bat.

Many of the veterans set to depart had 
a major hand in the breakthrough under 
Szefc, including the five seniors who saw 
action on the 2014 club that made the pro-
gram’s first NCAA appearance since 1971. 
The challenge now is building on that mo-
mentum with a new cast under a new head 
coach to keep the Terps relevant nationally.

“I know our coaching staff will walk 
away from this thing feeling pretty positive 
about where things are [and] where they’re 
going,” Szefc said. “And feel good about the 
guys that are leaving the program as far as 
the careers that they’ve had and the expe-
riences that they’ve had.” 

Learn more at GoMustangSports.com.

Baseball

Men’s and Women’s Basketball

Women’s Beach Volleyball

Men’s and Women’s Cross Country

Field Hockey

Football

Men’s and Women’s Golf

Men’s and Women’s Ice Hockey

Men’s and Women’s Lacrosse

Men’s and Women’s Soccer 

Softball

Men’s and Women’s Swimming

Men’s and Women’s Tennis

Men’s and Women’s Track and Field 
(indoor and outdoor)

Men’s and Women’s Volleyball

583 All-Conference selections. 70 championship appearances. 31 players of the 
year. And 86 All-Americans. These are just a few of the highlights of Mustang 
sports. With our 27 Division III sports teams and 800-plus student-athletes, we 
can’t wait to see what we do next.

DIVISION III TEAMS

STEVENSON ATHLETICS:
BUILDING ON OUR SUCCESS

Return To NCAAs Helps  
Terps Baseball Cement  
Place On National Scene
 Eric Detweiler
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NorthwestBMW.com

NorthwestBMW.com

Special lease and finance offers available on the 2017 BMW X5 by Northwest BMW through BMW Financial
Services.

Northwest BMW
9702 Reisterstown Rd, Owings Mills, MD 21117-4120
410-902-8700
NorthwestBMW.com

Autotrader is a registered trademark of TPI Holdings, Inc. used under exclusive license.
©2016 BMW of North America, LLC. The BMW name, model names and logo are registered trademarks.
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They said it onThey said it on

They said it onThey said it on

“Sometimes your heart gets broken. At 
some point, you’ve got to get off the mat, 
dust yourself off and keep going. And 
that’s what I’m so proud of with this group, 
is after last year’s [14-13 overtime] heart-
break [in the NCAA championship game 
against North Carolina], we could’ve let 
that bother us again this year and really 
take our focus, and maybe our drive, because guys really didn’t want to 
get crushed again. That could’ve happened again, but I’m really proud 
of the guys for just basically pulling their heart back into it again.”

- Maryland men’s lacrosse head coach John Tillman May 30 on winning the school’s 
first national championship since 1975

“I’ve certainly heard that and understand it as a matter of fact. I don’t 
necessarily like it. But when you’ve got an old, creaky place like Pimlico 
is and it’s not drawing any crowds -- of course horse racing is fading -- if 
you ever go to Belmont, which I think is the largest track in North Amer-
ica, you’ll see a few hundred people huddled together in this huge … 
40,000 seat stadium, you know that horse racing is in trouble. ... I guess 
the Preakness is the only thing that’s holding Pimlico together right now. 
That they would have already gone the way of Bowie, [Md.,] if it wasn’t 
for the Preakness. I don’t want to see it go to Santa Anita, [Calif.,] right? 
And so if it has to go to Laurel [Park], life moves on. It’s taking it away 
from Baltimore, but it’s not taking it away from the Baltimore area.”

- Baltimore native/former Sports Illustrated columnist Frank Deford May 15 on the possiblilty of 
the Preakness leaving Pimlico in his presumed final interview before he died May 28

“I probably would have been in the 
stands somewhere. Like literally jumped 
in the stands, crawled in the stands. No 
telling what I would have done. I would 
have got creative, trust me. At least 
they’re trying to bring the fun back to 
the game. There was a point they got 
so strict on us that people weren’t hav-
ing fun no more, there were all these crazy rules.”

- Former Ravens wide receiver/kick returner Jacoby Jones May 25 on what he might have 
done if the NFL had relaxed its celebration rules while he was still in the league 

“I have no indication that that is a conversation that they’ve dug 
into. To the degree that I worry about it for the Orioles, that [third 
baseman Manny] Machado and [All-Star closer Zach] Britton are 
going to wind up leaving as free agents with them not exploiting 
their value. Because it’s a conversation they should be having right 
now as they prepare to go to the trade deadline. To talk about -- is 
this the time you flip Manny Machado before July 31 if the Orioles 
drift backward -- to get as much value in return, to have him impact 
two pennant races for an acquiring team. Because I think there’s no 
chance they re-sign him before he goes to another team.” 

- ESPN reporter/analyst Buster Olney May 23 on the future of Orioles third baseman 
Manny Machado

“My message [to Baltimoreans] is 
that we’re working to get Baltimore 
a premier event at a premier facility. 
And we hope that it’s here in Balti-
more. And hope it all works out. If it 
doesn’t for some unforeseen reason, 
we will make sure that Baltimore has 
something in its place that’s worth losing it.”

- Maryland Jockey Club president Sal Sinatra May 22 on the long-term future of the Preakness

Listen to Glenn Clark Radio live from
10 a.m.-noon,  
Monday-Friday

GlennClarkRadio.com
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 WALKS/RACES

JUNE 17 –- AGAPE 5K
Raise awareness and support a safe, nurturing family for every 

child through the nonprofit work of Building Families for Children. 

Proceeds will help the ongoing work being done to meet the needs 

of Maryland families and to promote stronger, healthier communi-

ties. The race begins and ends at 7161 Columbia Gateway Dr. in 

Columbia. For more information and to register, visit building-

familiesforchildren.org/agape5K/ or call 410-872-1550 x1600.

JUNE 18 –- GBMC FATHER’S DAY 5K 
The 5K and one-mile fun walk will benefit GMBC’s Neonatal 

Intensive Care Unit (NICU). Registrations begin at 6:30 a.m., 

with the race starting at 8 a.m. at the GBMC campus, 6545 

N. Charles Street. For more information and to register, visit  

gbmc.org/5K or call 443-849-2120.

JUNE 24 –- AGE IS JUST A NUMBER 5K
Brightview senior living communities are teaming up, and 100 

percent of the proceeds will benefit Harford County’s Office on 

Aging’s Senior Emergency Fund, which was established to assist 

eligible senior citizens in Harford County who find themselves in 

difficult circumstances with no other resources. To register, visit 

active.com/bel-air-md/running/distance-running-races/second-

annual-brightview-age-is-just-a-number-5k-run-walk-2017.

JUNE 24 –- CRAB RUN 5K
Celebrate summer in crab-tastic style all to benefit The Spirit 

of Hope Children’s Foundation, which provides support and 

promotes education for children and adults with mental and 

physical disabilities. When the race ends, enjoy the largest 

crab and beer festival in Charm City with more than 50 beers 

to choose from along with food trucks, crafts and live music. 

Teams are encouraged to wear costumes. The race begins at 

9:30 a.m. at Rash Field in the Inner Harbor. To register, visit 

mdcrabfest.com/baltimore/crabrun.

JUNE 25 -– 5K CARE RUN
Support The Jewish Caring Network, which is dedicated to pro-

viding free support services to families facing life-threatening, 

lifelong or serious illnesses. The race begins at 6:30 p.m at the 

Maryland State Fairgrounds in Timonium. Check out the Super 

Hero 100-yard dash for kids 6-and-younger after the 5K. Visit 

wizathon.com/jcn5krun-men/index.php.

JUNE 25 –- MERCY 5K
The race begins at Rash Field in the Inner Harbor and benefits 

Cancerve, which is committed to improving the quality of daily 

life for female cancer patients as they undergo treatment by 

providing direct support services and education to women and 

their families through local hospital partners across Maryland. 

To register, visit baltimorewomensclassic.com/.

JUNE 25 –- SPRING INTO SUMMER 5K
Join the inaugural Spring into Summer 5K and support the Harford 

County Sheriff’s Office benevolent fund. The race and walk begins 

at 9:30 a.m. at Harford Community College in Bel Air. To register, 

visit eliteracemanagement.com/spring-into-summer-5k-runwalk/.

JULY 4 –- DUNDALK 6K
Start on Sollers Point Road and finish at Dundalk Middle School 

along the same route as the Dundalk Fourth of July Parade with 

25,000 spectators to cheer you on. Proceeds benefit the Heritage 

Association of Dundalk. To register, visit dundalkheritage6k.com/.

JULY 4 –- TOWSON 4 ON THE 4TH
The race begins at the courthouse in Towson and takes you on a 

tour of the parade route, as well as the Towson University cam-

pus, and ends back at the courthouse in time to join your family 

and friends for the Fourth of July parade. Proceeds from the 

race will jointly benefit the Education Foundation of Baltimore 

County Public Schools, The Towson Chamber of Commerce and 

Cancerve. To register, visit towson4onthe4th.com/about/.

JULY 16 –- MILES THAT MATTER
Join more than 1,000 runners at the Miles That Matter Pikesville 

5K to benefit the Ulman Cancer Center and the Pikesville 

Chamber of Commerce. The race begins at 8 a.m. at the 

Woodholme Center; with on-site registration opening at 6 

a.m. Music and food will be provided following the race. For 

more information and to register, visit pikesville5k.com or call  

410-484-2337. 

AUG. 4 –- SNEAKS COME OUT AT NIGHT 
Take part in The AT&T Sneaks Come Out at Night 15K and 3x5K 

relay and run through the hills of Druid Park starting at 6:30 p.m. 

Funds from the event will benefit Back on My Feet Baltimore, a 

nonprofit organization that combats homelessness through the 

power of running, community support and essential employment 

and housing opportunities. For more information and to register, 

visit give.backonmyfeet.org/sneaks or call 410-675-7500, ext. 174.

AUG. 5 –- CASEY CARES/ORIOLES 5K 
Lace up your running shoes for an incredible cause to benefit 

the Casey Cares Foundation, which provides uplifting and ongo-

ing programs with a special touch to critically ill children and 

their families. The 3.1 mile run/walk begins and ends at Oriole 

Park at Camden Yards. Visit caseycaresfoundation.org or call  

443-568-0064.

 BASEBALL/SOFTBALL 

JUNE 17 –- BAYSOX 1K BEER RUN 
Enjoy some exercise before the Bowie Baysox game. Participants 

will run three laps around Prince George’s Stadium’s warning 

track and receive a 12-ounce can of Bud or Bud Light at the end 

of each lap. The winner will throw out the ceremonial first pitch 

before the game. Pre-registration is required for this event, which 

is limited to the first 100 individuals to sign up. Visit baysox.com 

or call 301-805-6000. 

JULY 8 –- BASEBALL CARD SHOW
A sports card and memorabilia show to benefit Monsignor Slade 

Catholic School will be held at Monsignor Slade Catholic School 

in Glen Burnie from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.. For more details, call Leo at 

443-416-6447.

AUG. 4 –- CRAB CLAW CLASSIC
Represent the state of Maryland in the 15th annual Crab Claw 

Classic at Joe Cannon Stadium in Hanover. Register online 

at diamondrecruiting.com or call director Louie Holcomb at  

410-812-5120.

ADULT BASEBALL
Join the Eastern Baltimore County over-40 baseball league, 

which plays with wood bats on 90-foot diamonds. Players of all 

skill levels are encouraged to visit over40baseball.org or call Mike 

Lockett at 410-446-0443.

COCKEYSVILLE RECREATION
For updates about baseball registration for the Cockeysville 

Recreation Center, visit cockeysvillereccouncil.org or call  

410-887-7734.

BLUE DEVIL UMPIRE ASSOCIATION
New baseball umpires are needed to officiate in Baltimore, 

Carroll and Frederick counties. No experience is necessary. Email 

Bob Frank at lawyerfrank@comcast.net or call 410-493-7011, or 

contact Larry Silverman at Bluedevilumps@comcast.net or call 

410-484-2118.

FAST PITCH
U14 and U16 Dynasty Prime fast-pitch softball teams are look-

ing for committed players and families for the upcoming spring/

summer season. Games are played in local and national tour-

naments and showcases. Players participate in year-round 

workouts and practice at Prime Sportsplex in Glen Arm. Visit  

Dpdynasty.com or email Coach Denny at dpdsoftball@gmail.com.

MUSEUM OF NEGRO LEAGUES BASEBALL
Visit the Hubert V. Simmons Museum of Negro Leagues Baseball 

at the Owings Mills Metro Centre. The museum is named after 

Bert Simmons, who played for the Baltimore Elite Giants. The 

museum is open daily, and admission is free. Volunteers are 

always welcome. For more information, visit smnlbinc.org.

MASON-DIXON UMPIRES ASSOCIATION
The MDUA is looking for new high school baseball umpires in 

Baltimore. No experience is necessary. Email James Byrd at 

jbyrd0062@comcast.net or call 410-294-5257. 

SLOW-PITCH SOFTBALL
The Baltimore County Lutherville-Timonium Rec Council has 

opened team registration for the spring slow-pitch softball pro-

gram at Seminary Park, which runs through mid-August. Men’s 

leagues are Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday evenings, 

and the coed league is Tuesday evenings. Individual players 

seeking spots will be referred to the registered team managers. 

For more information, email tjharrington51@netscape.net or call 

443-847-1072.

 SOCCER/RUGBY

CELTIC SOCCER CLUB
Tryouts for the Celtic Soccer Club are for boys ages 6-18 and girls 

6-12. Registration and additional information are available at 

baltimoreceltic.com.

 COMMUNITY BEAT
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  COMMUNITY BEAT

MIGHTY KICKS PUP LEAGUE
The Pup League provides year-round soccer training for boys 

and girls of all abilities ages 2-7. It’s designed to build motor 

skills, self-confidence and basic techniques. Ongoing programs 

are available around Baltimore. For more information, visit 

mightykicksbaltimore.com.

RUGBY
The Baltimore-Chesapeake Rugby Club, the region’s only 

Division I men’s rugby club, is looking for experienced play-

ers or those new to the game. For more information, email  

baltimorechesapeakerugby@gmail.com or visit baltimorerugby.net.

 LACROSSE/SQUASH

BALTIMORE CITY YOUTH LACROSSE
The Baltimore Youth Lacrosse League is registering for the 

spring 2017 season. This in-house league is open to all kids 

ages 4-13 and practices two days a week with games on the 

weekends. For more information, call 443-863-8377, email  

baltimoreyouthlax@gmail.com or visit baltimoreyouthlax.com.

SQUASH
SquashWise provides incentives for middle school students to 

excel academically, athletically and socially, as well as the oppor-

tunity to compete in local and national squash tournaments. 

No squash experience is necessary to become a tutor. Visit  

baltimoresquashwise.org to make your tax-deductible donation. 

To make equipment donations and/or become a volunteer tutor, 

email abbym@baltimoresquashwise.org.

 GOLF 

JUNE 22 –- DRIVE FOR LIFE
This tournament at Piney Branch Golf Course in Upperco ben-

efits the Andy Talley Bone Marrow Foundation. Play, sponsor, 

advertise and/or donate services and/or items for the silent auc-

tion. For more information, visit talleybonemarrow.org/.

JUNE 24-26 –- KEN SINGLETON GOLF
Join former Oriole Ken Singleton and other pro athletes and 

celebrities for a weekend of golf, socializing and fun to ben-

efit the Cool Kids Campaign, helping kids with cancer and 

their families. For more information, call 410-560-1770 or visit  

coolkidscampaign.org/golf/.

JULY 25 –- FIRE COMPANY GOLF
Pikesville’s Station 32 will hold its annual golf tournament at 

Suburban Country Club in Pikesville. For more information and 

to register, visit pvfd32.org or call 410-486-2668, ext. 9. 

AUG. 26 –- THREE CLUB CLASSIC
A nine-hole event played with three clubs will be held at historic 

Carroll Park Golf Course to benefit First Tee of Baltimore, whose 

mission is to provide kids the support to thrive academically and 

socially through golf. The use of only three clubs forces golfers to 

be creative and invent shots, especially around the greens. This 

event puts a major emphasis on shot-making, club selection and 

making the most of limited resources. For more information, call 

240-273-GOLF (4653) or visit 3clubclassic2017.ezevent.com.  

  FOOTBALL

BALTIMORE TERPS YOUTH
Games are open to all players ages 4-14, regardless of weight or 

skill level. The games provide a platform for participants to play 

the proper position for their body size while also ensuring their 

success as they move on to high school and beyond. To register, 

visit baltimoreterps.com or call 443-863-TERP.

  OTHER ACTIVITIES

JUNE 24 –- STRIKIN’ OUT ALZHEIMER’S 
Participate in The Longest Day, an event to honor the strength, 

passion and endurance of those facing Alzheimer’s disease. Bowl 

to raise awareness and funds for the care, support and research 

efforts of the Alzheimer’s Association at Forest Hill Lanes 

from 2 p.m.-5 p.m. For more information and to register, call  

443-299-8203. 

AUG. 13-19 –- CROSSING MARYLAND
Become a trekker and hike or bike alongside meteorolo-

gist Justin Berk as he makes his way across Maryland to 

benefit kids with cancer and their families. To register, visit  

coolkidscampaign.org/mdtrek.

CAR RACING 
Enjoy car racing with a dose of adrenaline in a safe and 

legal environment all summer long. Visit mirdrag.com or call  

301-884-9833. 

ULTIMATE FRISBEE
Central Maryland Ultimate Association promotes youth ulti-

mate frisbee leagues in the Baltimore area. Go to cmuadisc.org/

youth/ for information about spring/summer leagues in Pikesville 

and Towson as well as Howard and Anne Arundel counties. 

BABE RUTH MUSEUM
The improved Babe Ruth Birthplace Museum has reopened next 

to Camden Yards. Babe Ruth’s legacy shaped the sports and 

American life we live now. Consider making a tax-deductible dona-

tion. Visit baberuthmuseum.org/donate or call 410-727-1539, ext. 3012.

HOMESCHOOL SPORTS
Baltimore-area homeschooled boys and girls in grades six-12 

interested in playing interscholastic sports -- such as soc-

cer, volleyball and baseball -- can register for the upcoming 

school season. For more information or to register, email  

chensports@verizon.net.

MARYLAND OFFICIALS CLUB
Interested in becoming a high school swimming official in the 

Baltimore-Anne Arundel area? Experience as a competitive 

swimmer or coach at the high school, college or masters level 

-- or prior experience officiating -- is strongly preferred. Email 

mdcommish@comcast.net or call Mike Connors at 410-653-7307.

DUCKPIN BOWLING 
There are openings for youth duckpin-bowling leagues for 

ages 3-21 at various duckpin centers in Baltimore. Most 

programs run Saturday mornings and include bowling, shoe 

rental and coaching. For more information, visit ndya.org, 

call Stacy Karten at 410-356-0936 or “like” duckpin bowling at 

facebook.com/theduckpinnews.

OFFICIALS WANTED
Do you love roller derby? Do you love whistles? Do you love 

stats? Then you may be ready to join the ranks of the Charm City 

Roller Girls’ officiating crew, which is looking for skating and 

non-skating officials of all skill levels. No experience necessary. 

For more information, email referees@charmcityrollergirls.com. 

BALTIMORE FITNESS ACADEMY
BMoreFit’s goal is to reduce childhood obesity throughout the 

Baltimore metropolitan area by educating and mentoring urban 

youth with targeted programs for improved health, fitness and 

nutrition. For more details, visit bmorefit.org.

BICYCLE REPAIR
As a cooperative bicycle shop, visitors can work on a donated 

bike, use tools to fix a broken bike or buy ready-to-ride second-

hand bikes. Volunteer staff will provide assistance. For details, 

visit velocipedebikeproject.org.

WIFFLE BALL
If you can swing a bat and throw and catch a ball, then you can 

play Wiffle Ball. Enjoy a game that caters to players of all ages 

and have some fun. For summer tournament information, visit 

midatlanticwiffle.com.

go to 
PRESSBOXONLINE.COM/COMMUNITY

and give us the  
details about your 

upcoming sporting event.

•  LIST YOUR  • 

UPCOMING EVENT
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he C. Milton Wright High School softball 
program is remarkably distinguished.

Since the Harford County School be-
gan offering the sport in 1981, the Mus-
tangs have never endured a losing season 
and have a 614-180 overall record (.773).  C. 
Milton was particularly dominant from 

1981-1985, when it won four Maryland Public Secondary 
School Athletic Association state championships.

The Mustangs won a fifth state title in 2006.
Despite their illustrious history, adding a sixth state 

championship had proved difficult for the Mustangs. C. Mil-
ton won MPSSAA 3A North regional titles from 2014-2016 
and reached the state championship game in 2015 before 
coming up short.

To Russell Kovach, the team’s head coach since 2008, 
fielding errors were the most consistent reason C. Milton 
failed to win state titles during that three-year span.

That period of frustration ended this season when C. 
Milton (18-7) won the MPSSAA 3A state title May 27.

“It still gnaws at me a little bit just talking about it. This 
could easily have been the fourth state championship for 
C. Milton Wright in a row if we played more error-free ball,” 
Kovach said. “What was the difference this year? We only 
made one error in the state championship and none in the 
state semifinal.”

For how well C. Milton finished its season, the Mustangs 
slumped to start the year, losing four of their first six games.

While many of the games were close, the low point was 
an 11-1 mercy-rule loss against Caravel Academy from Dela-
ware April 19, which dropped the Mustangs to 4-6 on the 
season. After that loss, Jim French, who has been an assis-
tant coach with C. Milton for 24 years, noticed a difference 
beginning to take hold within the team.

“That loss in Delaware opened some eyes. After that, 
things began to fall into place, and there was a different 
sort of focus,” French said. “They always practice well. My 
philosophy is you’re going to play the way you practice, and 
you could see it all starting to come together.”

What really came together was C. Milton Wright’s de-
fense, and a lot of that had to do with the team’s use of its 
utility player, junior Michelle Cisco.

During the first half of the season, Cisco played third 
base and outfield, two areas she can play at a high level. 
However, it was challenging for Kovach to find the best spot 
to play Cisco to most benefit the team.

The emergence of senior Jill Petee in left field became 
crucial. She solidified the outfield for C. Milton, allowing 
Cisco to join junior shortstop Emily Kim, freshman second 
baseman Meghan Reed and sophomore first baseman Lau-
ren Meyers in forming a slick infield defense.

A beneficiary of the team’s defense was junior pitcher 
Katie Murphy, who Kovach said got better as the season 
went on. Murphy also was aided in the circle by Kim, who 
began to pitch more later in the year in a relief role.

“Having strong pitchers like Katie and Emily are big con-
fidence boosters because you know if the other team gets a 
hit, it isn’t likely it’ll be a line drive or a great shot,” Cisco 
said. “Both hit their spots really well, which means what the 
other team does put in play should be very fieldable.”

C. Milton won its next seven games after the loss to Car-
avel Academy.

“One of the better things we did was not lingering on 
previous accomplishments. Once we won a game, it was 
onto the next,” Kim said. “We had the mentality of needing 
to do better because we knew the games were going to get 
harder.”

A loss to Baltimore County powerhouse Eastern Tech 
rounded out Milton’s regular season, but the defeat 
didn’t deter the Mustangs. They opened the postseason 
with wins against North Harford, Aberdeen and Towson 
before besting Lansdowne in the MPSSAA 3A North re-
gional final, 2-1. 

The victory had C. Milton back in the state semifinals, 
where it faced Northeast from Anne Arundel County. C. 
Milton took a 2-0 lead in the fourth inning, but Northeast 
rallied in the fifth. The Mustangs were able to limit the 
damage to just one run, though, as Petee made a spectacu-
lar diving catch in left field to turn what would have been an 
extra-base hit into just a sacrifice fly.

“In so many ways that’s the play of the game, but you 
could also say it’s the play of our season,” Kovach said. “If 
she doesn’t make that catch, that ball is definitely going to 
the fence for a triple, if not a home run.”

Northeast rallied, but the Mustangs continued to play 
great defense, and Kim came in to get the final three outs 
to clinch a 5-2 victory. That sent the Mustangs to the cham-
pionship game against Huntingtown, which had beaten the 
Mustangs in the state semifinals in 2016. 

Unlike the previous three seasons, C. Milton finished 
its season by playing one of its best all-around games of 
the year. Murphy turned in a great pitching performance, 
throwing all seven innings and holding Huntingtown to five 
hits, all of which came in the first three innings. The defense 
continued to make plays, and Cisco provided the offense, 
going 2-for-3 with five RBIs.

Cisco’s three-run home run in the sixth increased  
C. Milton’s lead to 6-1, which would be the final score of 
the game.

“She threw my sweet pitch -- inside, right at the belt 
that I can just drive,” Cisco said. “It completely changed the 
momentum of the game. It got Huntingtown down because 
they knew how tough it would be to come back.”

This time, there was no costly error to ruin the game for 
C. Milton.

“It was surreal. Getting close and then losing in previous 
years definitely made us hungrier,” Murphy said. “Finally 
coming back this year and achieving it felt unbelievable. 
Having the whole team together crowding home plate after 
the final play was incredible. It was the most amazing feel-
ing I’ve ever had.”

Kovach and his players have already begun to think 
about how amazing 2018 could be for the program. Petee is 
this year’s lone senior.

“Now that we’ve done this and it’ll be essentially the 
same team minus Jill, the bar will be set higher,” Reed said. 
“We can do as well as we did this year as long as we keep the 
intensity up and work towards that goal.” 

C. Milton Wright Softball Team 
Captures Elusive Sixth State Title
  Wick Eisenberg
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ocal sports fans have an 
opportunity for a rare ex-
perience in July when the 
PGA Tour Champions ar-
rives at Caves Valley Golf 
Club in Owings Mills, 
Md., for the Constellation 

Senior Players Championship.
They’ll get to see top-flight golfers in a 

fan-friendly atmosphere and even get some 
exercise strolling the 7,000-plus-yard course, 
which is certainly a departure from the sed-
entary nature of most sports-spectating.

The PGA Tour Champions used to be 
called the Seniors PGA Tour because it’s 
open to pros 50 and older, but for the play-
ers, the competitive fires still burn, and they 
still attack par with a vengeance. Yet, a core 
principal of the tour from its beginnings 
nearly four decades ago has been to make 
the pros accessible to the fans.

Billy Andrade, one of the pros who will 
play in the 72-hole Players Championship 
July 13-16, recalled going to a pro-am event in 
his home state of Rhode Island when he was 
16 that featured senior players of that era.

“I watched Don January and Bob Goalby 
and Arnold Palmer and Sam Snead play, 
and it was such a casual, wonderful experi-
ence for me,” said Andrade, who has four 
wins on the PGA Tour and three more with 
Champions. “The way they were talking 
with the fans and interacting -- I always re-
member that.”

Now 53, Andrade is a “senior player” him-
self and chuckled about how even players 
with reputations for being a little “touchy” 
now and then, such as Scotsman Colin 
Montgomerie, loosen up on the Champions 
tour.

“He’s embraced our tour,” Andrade said. 
“He’s promoted it. He’s won a couple of ma-
jors. … He’s been wonderful to be around.”

The $2.8 million Constellation Senior 
Players Championship, which has rotated 
to different courses, is one of five majors 
on the 50-and-older tour, and Bernhard 
Langer, dubbed the “Red Baron” earlier in 
his career, is the event’s three-time defend-
ing champion. 

In fact, Langer, who will defend his title 
at Caves Valley, has been running roughshod 
over the competition for a while. He has al-
ready won three tournaments this year, in-
cluding two majors: The Tradition and the 
Senior PGA Championship. The popular 
German has been doing all this despite ap-
proaching a certain milepost; the two-time 
winner of the Masters turns 60 in August.

“He has set the bar so high,” Andrade 

said of Langer. “The problem is that he’s 
such a nice guy.  It would be so great if he 
wasn’t because then it would be easier to 
want to beat him more, but he’s so classy.  …  
You have to tip your hat in sports and say, 
‘Great job, well done, [but] just let’s end it 
soon so the rest of us can have a chance.’”

Along with Langer, other big-name play-
ers who have committed to be at Caves Val-
ley include: colorful John Daly, who won a 
Champions event in Texas in May; Vijay 
Singh, who has won a Masters and two PGA 
Championships; and Welshman Ian Woos-
nam, also a Masters winner.

The Baltimore area landed the presti-
gious golf event because the title sponsor, 
energy company Constellation, is head-

quartered at Harbor East in Baltimore City.
As part of its local commitment, Con-

stellation has pledged $500,000 to eight local 
charities. It has been Constellation’s prac-
tice to make contributions in the event’s 
host cities. The Senior Players Champion-
ship was held at the Baltimore Country 
Club in Timonium, Md., from 2007-2009.

Joe Rotellini, the tournament executive 
director, said if the weather cooperates, it’s 
a reasonable ambition to have 50,000 attend 
the event.

A single-day ticket is $20 and a full tour-
nament pass is $70, bargain prices by to-
day’s pro sports standards.

“We’re going to get the bulk of the best 
players,” Rotellini said. “We have some neat 
things we can promote, including free park-
ing. With a lot of golf tournaments, you have 
to park off-site and take a shuttle to the 
course.  Here, you can park across the street 
and walk to the course.”

Andrade said a Champions event is an 
intimate experience fans are rarely afforded.

“For the bang for the buck, to come to a 
golf course this beautiful and be able get up-
close and personal with all of us … if you’re 
a true golf fan, you’re going to know us,” An-
drade said.

“It’s not like a PGA Tour event,” he added. 
“There’s more access and it’s more fun.” 

Caves Valley Golf Club To 
Host Constellation Senior 
Players Championship
  Bill Ordine
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For ticket information visit,  
www.pgatour.com/champions/tournaments/ 

constellation-senior-players-championship/tickets.html
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Geppi’s Entertainment Museum is a pop culture shrine, a tribute to the exciting
 characters, toys and experiences that have shaped our past and our present.

Whether you’re looking for a gateway to history or a place to hold
 an amazing family or corporate event, you’ll find it at GEM!

Action Comics #1 
The first appearance

of Superman The original, hand-made 
G.I. Joe prototype

Do You Want a Party
 of Historic Proportions?

Do You Want a Party
 of Historic Proportions?

Located in Baltimore’s historic Camden Yards sports complex,
right across the street from the Baltimore Convention Center

and immediately next door to Oriole Park! 

To make your party a night to remember, 
contact: Nadja Martens, Sales Manager – Events

Phone: (410) 625-7063
Email: mnadja@geppismuseum.com

www.GeppisMuseum.com
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