HOCKEY MAP
Overview
The Washington Capitals play 82
games in a regular NHL season,
and half of those games are on
the road: away games. This lesson
uses the Capitals schedule for the
2015-2016 season to teach
students about geography.

Social Studies Learning Objective: I can read maps and
identify cities and countries. (~30 minutes)

Materials
• Capitals October Calendar
• Washington Capitals Handouts:
NHL Map: Teams & Cities;
October Road Trip
• Writing utensils
• Crayons

Essential Question
How many cities and countries
will the Caps visit in October?

Standards
NSSS A.III Enable learners to use,
interpret, and distinguish various
representations of Earth such as maps,
globes, and photographs, and to use
appropriate geographic tools.
CCSS 1.OA.C.5 Relate counting to
addition and subtraction.
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Warm Up
1. Display or distribute the NHL Map: Teams & Cities.
2. Draw a line along the border between the U.S. and Canada.
3. Explain that each drawing/logo represents a team in that city. Have
students count the number of cities with teams in Canada and the
number of cities with teams in the U.S.
4. Tell students that every team travels around these two countries to
play games against other teams in different cities and, today, you will
be figuring out where the Washington Capitals are traveling during
the month of October 2015.
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Activity
1. Display or distribute the Capitals October Calendar and review
the team schedule with students. Explain that Calgary, Vancouver,
and Edmonton are all cities in Canada that have their own
professional hockey teams.

Differentiation
Support
• Provide maps that are partially

or completely filled out
• Have students work in pairs or

small groups
Challenge
• Ask students to identify three

ways the team could travel to
these cities and decide which
would be fastest
• Have students draw lines

between D.C. and the three
cities to determine which city is
closest/farthest
Extensions

2. Using a projection of NHL Map: Teams & Cities, look at the logos
of each of the three Canadian teams on the October calendar that will
be away games: the Calgary Flames, the Vancouver Canucks, and the
Edmonton Oilers.
3. Have students, individually or in pairs, find and mark those cities
on the map. (This is a great step for differentiation: students can look
at a paper map, use a digital atlas, use the link in the digital lesson, or
you may demonstrate the process to locate this information and
provide it to the whole class.)
4. Have students, individually or in pairs, draw lines between the
cities to represent the trip/travel for this road trip.
5. Ask students to count the number of cities the Caps will be
traveling to on this road trip.

Assessment
1. Have students answer the questions on the handout October Road
Trip.
2. Debrief the lesson by talking about how traveling long distances to
play hockey might affect the players or the game.

• Have students find one fun fact

about each of the three cities
on the Western Canada
October road trip
• Encourage students to watch a

home game and an away game
(preferably in Canada) and see
if they notice any differences
• Have students pick their

favorite team logo and explain
why they like it, orally or in
writing
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WASHINGTON CAPITALS OCTOBER CALENDAR
Note: This calendar comes directly from the Capitals Home Office
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NHL TEAMS: CITIES & LOGOS
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Name _______________________________

OCTOBER ROAD TRIP
In October, the Washington Capitals are traveling to play hockey
in other cities. They will travel to Calgary, Vancouver, and
Edmonton. All of these cities are in Canada.
1. How many Canadian cities will the Capitals visit in October? ____
2. What country are these cities in?
Color in the United States and Canadian flags.

United States of America
www.ColoringCastle.com
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Flag Colors
1. Red
Unmarked = White

Canada
www.ColoringCastle.com

