Grade 3
TEAM TRAVEL: DISTANCE
Overview

Social Studies Learning Objective: I can read maps and use
math to solve word problems. (~30 minutes)

The Washington Capitals play 82
games in a regular NHL season,
and half of those games are on
the road: away games. This lesson
uses the Capitals schedule for the
2015-2016 season to teach
students about geography.

Materials
• Capitals October Calendar; NHL
Teams: Maps & Cities page
• Washington Capitals Handout:
Team Travel: Challenges
• Writing utensils

Essential Question
How far will the Caps travel
during their trip to Western
Canada in October 2015?

Warm Up

Standards

1. Distribute or project the image above, Caps at Oilers, to student
pairs or small groups. (This picture was taken at Rexall Place, the
Edmonton Oilers home arena.)

NSSS A.III Encourage learners to
construct, use, and refine maps and
mental maps, calculate distance, scale,
area, and density, and organize
information about people, places,
regions, and environments in a spatial
context.

2. Ask students to discuss what they notice about the image,
including the players and the fans. (Key observations: the players are
on different teams and the fans are wearing Oilers gear. Students
may also notice the ads on the boards, linesman, the expressions on
the faces, and all are good for discussion.)
3. Have a class discussion about their observations and tell students
that professional sports teams travel all around to play other teams in
their home cities.
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Activity
1. Display or distribute the Caps October Calendar and review the
team schedule with students. Explain that Calgary, Vancouver, and
Edmonton are all cities in Canada that have their own professional
hockey teams.

Differentiation
Support
• Provide maps that are partially

or completely filled out
• Have students work in pairs or

small groups
Challenge
• Provide calendar and map and

have students draw lines and
plug in distance
• Have students determine the

distance between Washington
DC and each city, then create a
list of destinations in order
from nearest to farthest
Extensions

2. Using a projection of NHL Team Cities, look at the logos of each
of the three Canadian teams on the October calendar that will be
away games: the Calgary Flames, the Vancouver Canucks, and the
Edmonton Oilers.
3. Have students, individually or in pairs, find and mark those cities
on the NHL Map. (This is a great step for differentiation: students
can look at a paper map, use a digital atlas, use the link in the digital
lesson, or you may demonstrate the process to locate this information
and provide it to the whole class.)
4. Have students, individually or in pairs, draw lines between the
cities to represent the trip/travel for this road trip.
5. Have students collect and record the number of miles between
cities from the Caps October Calendar notations.

Assessment
1. Have students complete the activities on Team Travel Challenges.
2. Debrief the lesson by talking about how traveling long distances to
play hockey might affect the players or the game.

• Have students compare win

records for home games versus
away games in the 2014-2015
season
• Have students read about the

history of hockey in Canada
• Encourage students to watch a

home game and an away game
(preferably in Canada) and see
if they notice any differences in
fan behavior
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Grade 3
WASHINGTON CAPITALS OCTOBER CALENDAR
Note: This calendar comes directly from the Capitals Home Office
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Grade 3
NHL TEAMS: CITIES & LOGOS
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Grade 3

Name _______________________________

OCTOBER ROAD TRIP TO CANADA
Data Collection
Distance from Washington, DC to first away game in Calgary, Alberta

_______________ miles

Distance from Calgary, Alberta to second away game in Vancouver, BC _______________ miles
Distance from Vancouver, BC to third away game in Edmonton, Alberta _______________ miles
Distance from Edmonton, Alberta back home to Washington, DC

_______________ miles

1. Which trip is the longest trip in miles?
From ______________________ To ______________________

____________ miles

2. According to the map and your measurements of distance, which city is the
farthest away from Washington, D.C.?
City _____________________________________________
3. According to the map and your measurements of distance, which city is the
closest to Washington, D.C.?
City _____________________________________________
4. Using a ruler or some other measurement tool, determine which leg of the road
trip would be the shortest.
Shortest Leg of Trip _____________________________________________
5. Why do you think the people who schedule games might have scheduled these
three games for the October road trip?
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