Grade 3
SLAPSHOT’S TRAITS
Overview
The Washington Capitals’ mascot
is an eagle named Slapshot. This
lesson uses Slapshot as a way for
students to learn about eagles
and focuses on inheritance and
variation of traits.

Materials
• Video: Mascots vs. Mites
• Washington Capitals Handout:
Slapshot’s Traits
• Chart paper
• Writing utensils

Essential Question
Is Slapshot just like his parents
and other eagles?

Standards
NGSS 3-LS3-1. Analyze and interpret data
to provide evidence that plants and
animals have traits inherited from parents
and that variation of these traits exists in a
group of similar organisms.

Science Learning Objective: I understand that animals inherit
traits and have certain things in common. (~30 minutes)

Warm Up
1. Watch the video
Mascots vs. Mites to see
the Washington Capitals’
mascot, Slapshot, in
action. Encourage the
students to enjoy the
video for fun. See if the
students can identify other
animals represented as
mascots in the video.

http://capitals.nhl.com/club/page.htm?id=96539

2. Help students make the connection that Slapshot is a good
representative for the Washington Capitals because he is a bald
eagle, our national bird, and the team is located in our nation’s
capital.
3. Pause the video or use an
image of Slapshot (both found in
the digital lesson) to discuss
some of the clues that help you
know that Slapshot is an eagle
(or bird): beak, white feathers on
the head, feathers on the body.
4. Explain that mascots represent
real animals, much like cartoon
animals represent real animals,
and that you’ll be learning about
real eagles today, so you
understand them and Slapshot
better.
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Activity
1. Discuss the definition of a trait with the students. (A grade-level
definition might be something like, “A quality that makes one thing
different from another.”)

Differentiation
Support
• Provide a list of traits for the

comparison activity

2. Come up with a list of examples of traits that are the same and
different between two different species. Have students name a
characteristic of one and decide whether that trait is shared or
different in the other.
3. Once students have a basic understanding of traits, have them talk
to a partner about how they know Slapshot is an eagle.
4. Distribute the handout Slapshot’s Traits and have students
complete the activity.

• Allow students to work in pairs

Challenge
• Have students identify some

traits that might be passed
down to people that make
them better hockey players

Assessment
1. Check the handout Slapshot’s Traits and discuss any
misunderstandings.

Extensions
• Have students research

professional athletes who have
parents or siblings that were
also professional athletes (e.g.,
Alex Ovechkin) and consider
whether athletic ability may
include some particular traits
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Grade 3

NAME: ______________________________

SLAPSHOT’S TRAITS
Draw a line from the trait to the part.
If the item listed is not a trait, draw a line to the Not a Trait box.

Yellow Beak
Caps Jersey
White Feathers
Shoes
Wide Tail
Dark Body Feathers

Not a Trait
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